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PMICFATOUr LF/VTKH. 


It was at that tiinn too that you oonrlu«li‘»i n on tin* ahmirhiiiK^ 
topics of the (lay, by saying : — 

“I wish I had timo to writo about, tho * Lib' td StnUt.' I may bo 
wrong, but I am vaguely uiuhu’ tin* im|in*.s,Hion UoU it Im * moru had 
a really wide circulation.^ If ho, it in the Hadd«'-Hi pity : and I ."dionld 
greatly like (without any emmure on its prm'ut kmgth) b» publodiod 
an abbreviation of it.” 

To the suggestion imule in the hist extracL I paid, m I \\a.H bmaul 
to do, immediate atUmtion; but, misled, not by y«uu* intiuiatiMii, Imt 
by some from ofchtu* quarters, I Iwgan by snppoNing tln»t u hiit rh** 
public needed wiiH a wholly nenv w'ork ; imd Udug unabh* lo attruipi 
this myself, and, at the same time, being jt'uloUH of intrust ioK it to 
less reverent, oven though mom skilful, hauds, I found it didirtdt to 
proceed. 

One eminent man, to whom I projuvsed the work eombined all 
qualificatioiiH which f could (lesiriH but his own |mri»iuf#i pr«'Voulr»d 
him from undertaking it; and, after his refusal, the proM|MH‘i td ii new 
Life, such as alone I could have wished to pubiislied, 
gradually more uuoertain. 

But while thus engaged, I learnt, with great fiurpriM% how little 
Lockhart’fi own abridgment of the larger Life, pubtUlied in iu&il 
here reprinted, was known, even among profeHstnl adtniivra of Si'olt, 
The charms of the original work apjH*ar to Itave hindered prtsgreiw 
from the first, and to have jusUfuid LmjkharLs unw illiiignefw ii» mehu . 
take it.2 I found that it was unknown to you, and that tlie nble 
writer of an article wliich aiipeartul in the Quarterly Ibwimv of January 
1808, seemed also to hav(5 l»eeu ignorant of it, for he referj% to t!i«i 
'‘veil of mystery” which Lockhart hini thrown tu’er the ^lory td 
Scott's livst and unsuccessful love, and wliinh, whih* denying iu iieee#« 
sity, ho dooliuoH to witlulraw ; yet in this abridgment the niimeji of 
the lady and of her eventual hvmband ar«^ fmth fully given (p. til). 

This aimiinstaTico, and a further consiih'ratinn of the wubjeel, led 
me to abandon altogether the idea of a new Life, LrM?khart ha*i ii 
personal familiarity with Ids suliject, and the rommaml of a iuom of 
materials such as cannot fall to the share of any other wrib^ri aiul 
therefore, even if his mode of dealing with \m ^uhjmjl wert^ hm 
admirable than it confessedly is, his larger work wouhl, of 
form the foundation of any fresh attompL But when w© ©xaioiim 

iB(3twoen 18ST ftml ISUO Uior© were noW, of »ll the o4iUo«#, m,m n*^wmn 

1850 and 1871, only 1900. 

* Soo tho prolhoo to thia volume. 
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PREFATOUY LKTTEIL 


•force of hia cliaracter. li in to imivtl in tim thinK"^ itii 

'Well as in the greatest, in hin daily luilnt^i luueh lu I'uf. In- 
actions, in his fancieH atul follien na w»4l m in iu-^ anti 
doings. Kvorywhoro wo llml the mimt» |Hi\ver <»f un.igiu.itntu. 4 u»l cIh' 
same energy of will; and though it hu-n hft*u i^aid llsat ** ii»t lu.ui ri a 
hero to his v(tlet de clutmhr^'* I Mix satUliiMl that .N-uU'n I'anuh.tr 

attendant never doubted hin great nc‘K?i, i»r linikml u|»*ai him with Ir , » 
respect than tho.so who judged him m ho aUnul fuiiU amulet thf- 
homage of the world. 

In dealing with such a charortor, it m hardly in-roH'iiirv In m%y that 
the oinis>sion of details boronios, nlh^r a oertnin a injury 

to the truth of the whole portrait ; and if any man ^almnld «d»|rri fhal 
this volume is not short (mongh» I should U* hunphal hi that 

if he reads by foot-rule, ho hml bntttir not think td ^ititlying, m any 
shape, the life of Walter Scott. 

But bosidem the reduction of bulk, by wlikh i‘ig!4ty-fiius »-ha|4<nri« 
have been compressod into eighteen, Hum edition low rhiun^ 

upon attention. The largew Life, which waM tirnt imblodn'd m «n«ns 
volmnes iu 18B7-B, was succeeded by inn^ in ten volnineH nt I nan, an«l 
by another iu one voluniB, with ihmble rohunn*!, in IhI’J ; inii thHOid* 
both the latter ware ontared at StatinnerH* Ilidl m new edumni* •* with 
alterations/^ and did, in fact, ouch differ, iu some lr«*m ih«- 

original edition, and from each other, yet IaK*klmrt did imi think ihr 
changes worthy of a. puhUc notice, and the preface «»f llm edilnm i»f 
1837-8 was published, unalti'rml, with ilie two bter ediimnw. Bnl the 
preface of the abridgment of 1H18 intimatoM chiuigim (turn 

later information, and the book ifesolf mnni than out 

promise. Time and death had betm at w’ork in the ltih’'rvah an*! In 
these causes we owe same alterations and afh!kuin« uf inhirrMi. due 
of these I have already menttoned, and I canut»t risfratn from 
mending to special notion the touching mmtiuriii.lM of HeoU a two 
sous, Walter and Charlns, whicli occur towards conrlirsiuu *»f thim 
volume. 

Those who read tiiem will hco new prmfa of that d^|»ih mnl i^ndi^r- 
ness of feeling which Lockhart, in daily Itfn, mo ofum hid umhr iin 
almost fierce reserve, and will be able to form #aine him though, 
after all, it can be but a very faint one-«.or wlml he minwil mi llm 
death of his surviving son. 

I hey may imagine too how much he wan apared by dying Imforo 
his only daughter — that daughter whme Miisgiilar llkiimmu Imr 
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LIFE OF SIB WALTFB SCOTT. 


when acquired, no remarkable change upon either, it is hardly 
to be expected that much information can be^ deriyed from 
mimitely investigating frailties, follies, or vices, not^ very 
different in number or degree from those of other men in my 
situation. As I have not been blessed with the talents of 
Burns or Chatterton, I have been happily exempted from the 
influence of their violent passions, exasperated by the struggle 
of feelings which rose up against the unjust decrees of fortune. 
Yet, although I cannot tell of difficulties vanquished, and 
distance of rank annihilated by the strength of genius, those 
who shall hereafter read this little Memoir may find in it some 
hints to be improved, for the regulation of their own minds, or 
the training those of others. 

Every Scottishinan has a pedigree. It is a national prerog- 
ative, as unalienable as his pride and his poverty. My birth 
was neither distinguished nor sordid. According to the preju- 
dices of my country, it was esteemed gentle, as I was connected, 
though remotely, with ancient families both by my father^s 
and mother^s side. My father^s grandfather was Walter Scott, 
well known in Teviotdale by the surname of Beardie. He was 
the second son of Walter Scott, first Laird of Baeburn, who 
was third son of Sir William Scott, and the grandson of Walter 
Scott, commonly called in tradition Auld Watt of Harden. I am 
therefore lineally descended from that ancient chieftain, whose 
name I have made to ring in many a ditty, andfrom his fair dame, 
the Flower of Yarrow — no bad genealogy for a Border minstrel.^ 
Beardie, my great-grandfather aforesaid, derived his cognomen 
from a venerable beard, which he wore unblemished by razor or 
scissors, in token of his regret for the banished dynasty of Stuart. 
It would have been well that his zeal had stopped there. But he 

educated Scotchmen are early trained, that prevents them from heing 
much dazzled by this species of elevation. A man who to good nature 
adds the general rudiments of good breeding, provided he rest contented 
with a simple and unaffected manner of behaving and expressing himself, 
will never be ridiculous in the best society, and, so far as his talents ana 
information permit, may be an agreeable part of the company. I have 
therefore never felt much elevated, nor did I experience any violent 
change in situation, by the passport which my poetical character afforded 
me into higher company than my birth warranted. — 1826. 

1 [In whom the male representation of the old Sootts of Buccleuch is 
now vested, there is great dispute among heraldic writers, — som© 
upholding the claim of Lord Napier, the male heir of the Scotts of Thirl- 
estane, — others that of Lord Polwarth, head of what was always con- 
sidered, in point of importance, the second family of the clan, viz., the 
Sootts of Harden, originally designed Scotts of Sinton. Of his. anceatoiTB 
of this branch, Sir Walter has recorded many anecdotes in the notes 1>o 
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LIFJE OF SIU WALTEB SCOTT, 


He left three sons. The eldest, Walter, had a family, of 
which any that now remain have been long settled in America: 
— the male heirs are long since extinct. The third was Wil- 
liam, father of James Scott, well known in India as one of the 
original settlers of Prince of Wales island. The second, Robert 
Scott, was my grandfather. He was originally bred to the sea ; 
but, iDeing shipwrecked near Dundee in his trial-voyage, he 
took such a sincere dislike to that element, that he cotdd not 
be persuaded to a second attempt. This occasioned a quarrel 
between him and his father, who left him to shift for himself. 
Robert was one of those active spirits to whom this was no 
misfortune. He turned Whig upon the spot, and fairly abjured 
his father’s politics, and his learned poverty. His chief and 
relative, Mr. Scott of Harden, gave him a lease of the farm of 
Sandy-Knowe, comprehending the rocks in the centre of which 
Smailholm or Sandy-Knowe Tower is situated. He took for 
his shepherd an old man called Hogg, who willingly lent him, 
out of respect to his family, his whole savings, about £30, to 
stock the new farm. With this sum, which it seems was at the 
time sufficient for the purpose, the master and servant set off 
to purchase a stock of sheep at Whitsuu-Tryste, a fair held on. 
a hill near Wooler in Northumberland. The old shepherd went 
carefully from drove to drove, till he found a hirsel likely to 
answer their purpose, and then returned to tell his master to come 
up and conclude the bargain. But what was his surprise to see 
him galloping a mettled hunter about the race-course, and to 
find he had expended the whole stock in this extraordinary 
purchase 1 — ^Moses’s bargain of green spectacles did not strike 
more dismay into the Yicar of Wakefield’s family, than my 
grandfather’s rashness into the poor old shepherd. The thing, 
however, was irretrievable, and they returned without the sheep. 
In the course of a few days, however, my grandfather, who was 
one of the best horsemen of his time, attended John Scott of 
Harden’s hounds on this same horse, and ^splayed him to 
such advantage that he sold him for double the original price. 
The farm was now stocked in earnest^ and the rest of my 
grandfather’s career was that of succeasfuL industry. He was 
one of the first who were active in the tc^e, afterwards 
carried to such extent between the ffighlands Of Scotland 
and the leadmg countie® in England, and by Ms droving trans- 
actioi^ acquit^ a considerable sum of money. He was a man 
of middle stature, extremely active, quick,* keen, and fiery in 
his temper, stubbornly honest, and so ffistinguished for his 
skill in country matters, that he was the geirecal r^eree in all 





[nts of dispute -wliic]! occurred in tlie neiglibourliood. His 
‘th being admitted as gentle, gave bim access to the best 
dety in the county, and his dexterity in country sports, 
cticularly hunting, made him an acceptable companion in the 
Ld as well as at the table.^ 

Robert Scott of Sandy-Knowe married, in 1728, Barbara 
iliburton, daughter of Thomas Haliburton of hTewmains, an 
ciient and respectable family in Berwickshire. Among other 
brimonial possessions, they enjoyed the part of Dry burgh, 
w the property of the Earl of Buchan, comprehending the 
Lus of the Abbey. My granduncle, Bobert Haliburton, having 
male heirs, this estate, as well as the representation of the 
nily, would have devolved upon my father, and indeed Old 
iwmains had settled it upon him ; but this was prevented by 
3 misfortunes of my granduncle, a weak silly man, who en- 
ged in trade, for which he had neither stock nor talents, and 
came bankrupt. The ancient patrimony was sold for a trifle 
Dout £3000), and my father, who might have purchased it 
th ease, was dissuaded by my grandfather, who at that time 
lieved a more advantageous purchase might have been made 
some lands which Baeburn thought of selling. And thus 
i have nothing left of Dryburgh, although my father’s 
iternal inheritance, but the right of stretching our bones 
lere mine may perhaps be laid ere any eye but my own 
inces over these pages. 

Walter Scott, my father, was born in 1729, and educated to 
e profession of a Writer to the Signet. He was the eldest 
a large family, several of whom I shall have occasion to 
3ntion with a tribute of sincere gratitude. My father was a 
igular instance of a man rising to eminence in a profession 
r which nature had in some degree unfitted him. He had 
deed a turn for labour, and a pleasure in analysing the 
istruse feudal doctrines connected with conveyancing, which 
3uld probably have rendered him unrivalled in the Hue of a 
ecial pleader, had there been such a profession in Scotland ; 
Lt in the actual business of the profession which he embraced, 
that sharp and intuitive perception which is necessary in 
iving bargains for himself and others, in availing himself of 
e wants, necessities, caprices, and follies of some, and guard- 
g against the knavery and malice of others. Uncle Toby him- 
Lf could not have conducted himself with more simplicity than 

1 The present Lord Haddington, and other gentlemen conversant with 

2 south country, remember my grandfatlier well. He was a fine alert 
ure, and wore a jockey cap over his grey hair. — 1826. 
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my fatter. Most attorneys have been suspected, more or less 
justly, of making their own fortune at the expense of their clients 
— my father’s fate was to vindicate his calling from the stain in 
one instance, for in many cases his clients contrived to ease him 
of considerable sums. Many worshipful and be-knighted names 
occur to my memory, who did him the honour to run in his debt 
to the amount of thousands, and to pay him with a lawsuit, or 
a commission of bankruptcy, as the case happened. But they 
are gone to a different accounting, and it would be ungenerous 
to visit their disgrace upon their descendants. My father was 
wont also to give openings,' to those who were pleased to take 
them, to pick a quarrel with him. He had a zeal for his clients 
which was almost ludicrous : far from coldly discharging the 
duties of his employment towards them, he thought for them, 
felt for their honour as for his own, and rather risked dis- 
obliging them than neglecting anything to which he conceived 
their duty bound them. If there was an old mother or aunt to 
be maintained, he was, I am afraid, too apt to administer to 
their necessities from what the yonng heir had destined ex- 
clusively to his pleasures. This ready discharge of obligations 
which the Civilians tell us are only natural and not legal, did 
not, I fear, recommend him to his employers. Yet his practice 
was, at one period of his life, very extensive. He understood 
his business theoretically, and was early introduced to it by a 
partnershii3 with George Chalmers, Writer to the Signet, under 
whom he had served his apprenticeship. 

His person and face were uncommonly handsome, with an 
expression of sweetness of temper, which was not fallacious ; 
his manners were rather formal, but full of genuine kindness, 
especially when exercising the duties of hospitality. His general 
habits were not only temperate, but severely abstemious ; but 
upon a festival occasion, there were few whom a moderate glass 
of wine exhilarated to such a lively degree. His religion, in 
which he was devoutly sincere, was Calvinism of the strictest 
kind, and his favourite study related to church history. I 
suspect the good old man was often engaged with Knox and 
Spottiswoocle’s folios, when, immured in his solitary room, he 
was supposed to be immersed in professional researches. In 
his political principles he was a steady friend to freedom, with 
a bias, however, to the monarchical part of our constitution, 
which he considered as peculiarly exposed to danger during the 
later years of his life. He had much of ancient Scottish 
prejudice respecting the forms of marriages, funerals, christen- 
ings, and so forth, and was always vexed at any neglect of 
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etiquette upon sucli occasions. As his education had not been 
upon an enlarged plan^ it could not be expected that he should 
be an enlightened scholar^ but he had not passed through a 
busy life without observation ; and his remarks upon times and 
manners often exhibited strong traits of practical though un- 
taught philosophy. Let me conclude this sketch, which I am 
unconscious of having overcharged, with a few lines written by 
the late Mrs, Cockburn^ i-ipon the subject. They made one 
among a set of poetical characters which were given as toasts 
among a few friends, and we must hold them to contain a 
striking likeness, since the original was recognised so soon as 
they were read aloud : — 

‘‘ To a thing that’s uncommon — a youth of discretion, 

Who, though vastly handsome, despises flirtation : 

To the friend in affliction, the lieart of affection, 

Who may hear the last trump without dread of detection.” 

In April 1758, my father married Anne Eutherford, eldest 
daughter of Dr. J ohn Eutherford, professor of medicine in the 
University of Edinburgh. He was one of those pupils of 
Boerhaave, to whom the school of medicine in our northern 
metropolis owes its rise^ and a man distinguished for jorofes- 
sional talent, for lively wit, and for literary acquirements. 
Dr. Eutherford was twice married. His first wife, of whom 
my mother is the sole surviving child, was a daughter of Sir 
John Swintoii of Swinton, a family which produced many 
distinguished warriors during the middle ages, and which, for 
antiquity and honourable alliances, may rank with any in 
Britain. My grandfather’s second wife was Miss Mackay, by 
whom he had a second family, of whom are now (1808) alive, 
Dr. Daniel Eutherford, professor of botany in the University 
of Edinburgh, and Misses Janet and Christian Eutherford, 
amiable and accomplished women. 

My father and mother had a very numerous family, no 
fewer, I believe, than twelve children, of whom many were 
highly promising, though only five survived very early youth. 
My eldest brother Eobert was bred in the King’s service, and 
was in most of Eodiiey’s battles. Plis temper was bold and 
haughty, and to me was often checkered with what I felt to 
be capricious tyranny. In other respects I loved him much, 

1 Mrs. Cockburu (born Miss Eutherford of Fairnalie) was the authoress 
of the beautiful song — 

' “ I have scon the smiling 

Of fortune beguiling.” 
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for lie had a strong turn for literature, road poetry with taste 
and judgment, and composed verses himself, which had gained 
him great applause among his messmates. Witness tlui fol- 
lowing elegy upon the supposed loss of the vessel, c.c)m])osed 
the night before llodney^s celebrated battle of April the I2th, 
1782. It alludes to the various amusements of his mess : — 

“No more the geese shall cackle on the poop, 

No more the bagpipe through the orlop Hoimd, 

No more the luidshipmeii, a jovial group, 

Shall toast the girls, and imsh the bottle round. 

In death’s dark road at anchor fast tlujy stay, 

Till Heaven’s loud signal shall in thundin* roar ; 

Then starting up, all hands shall quick obey, 

Sheet home the topsail, and witii speed unmoor.” 

Eobert siuig agreeably — (a virtue which was never aeon in 
me) — understood the mechanical arts, and when in good 
humour, could regale us with many a talc of bold adventure 
and narrow escapes. Wiien in bad humour, however, he gave 
us a practical taste of what was then man-of-war’s discipline, 
and kicked and culfed with, out mercy. I have often thought 
how he might have distiiignished himself had he continued in 
the navy until the present times, so glorious for nautical 
exploit. Exit the peace of 1783 cut off all hoi)es of promotiou 
for those who had not great interest ; and some disgust which 
his proud spirit had taken at harsh usage from a superior 
officer, combined to throw poor Kolxut into the East India 
Company’s service, for which his habits were ill adapted. Ho 
made two voyages to the East, and died a victim to the 
climate. 

John Scott, my second brother, i.s about three years older 
than me. He addicted liimself to tlu^ military service, and is 
now brevet-ma,jo]‘ in the 73(1 regiment.^ 

I had an only sister, Anne Scott, who seemed to be from 
her cradle the butt for mischance to shoot arrows at. Tier 
childhood was marked by perilous escapes from the most 
extraordinary accidents. Among others, I remember an iron- 
railed door leading into the area in the centre of George’s 
Square being closed by the wind, while her fingers were 
betwixt the hasp and staple. Her hand was thus looked in, 

1 He was tliis year made major of the second battalion by die kind fnten- 
cession of Mr. Canning at the War-Office— 1809. He retired horn the 
army, and kept house with my mother. Ills health was to tal ly brok^« 
and he died, yet a young man, on Bth May 1810. — 1826. 
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and must have been smashed to pieces, had not the bones of 
her fingers been remarkably slight and thin. As it was, the 
hand was cruelly mangled. On another occasion, she was 
nearly drowned in a pond, or old qnarry-liole, in what was 
then called Brown’s Park, on the soirth side of the sqnaro. 
But the most unfortunate accident, and which, though it 
happened while she was only six years old, proved the remote 
cause of her death, was her cap accidentally taking fiio. Xhe 
child was alone in the room, and before assistance could be 
obtained, her head was dreadfully scorched. Aftci a liiigciiiig 
and dangerous illness, she recovered — but never to enjoy per- 
fect health. The slightest cold occasioned swellings in her face, 
and other indications of a delicate constitution. At length 
[in 1801], poor Anne was taken ill, and died after a very 
short interval. Her temper, like that of her brothers, was 
peculiar, and in her, perhaps, it shewed more odd, from the 
habits of indulgence which her nervous illness had formed. 
But she was at heart an affectionate and kind girl, neifclier 
void of talent nor of feeling, though living in an ideal world 
which she had framed to herself by the force of imagination, 
Anne was my junior by about a year. 

A year lower in the list was my brother Thomas Scott, who 
is still alive, ^ 

Last, and most unfortunate of our family, was my youngest 
brother, Daniel. With the same aversion to labour, or ratlier, 
I should say, the same determined indolence that marked us 
all, he had neither the vivacity of intellect which supplies 
the want of diligence, nor the pride which renders the most 
detested labour better than dependence or contempt, His 
career was as unfortunate as might be augured from such 
an unhappy combination; and, after various unsuccessful 
attempts to establish himself in life, he died on his return 
from the West Indies, in J uly 1806. 

Having premised so much of my family, I return to my 
own story. I was born, as I believe, on the 15th August 

1 Poor Tom, a man of infinite humour and' excellent parts, pursued for 
some time my father’s profession ; hut he was unfortunate, from engag- 
ing in speculations respecting farms and matters out of the lino of lus 
proper business. He afterwards became paymaster of the 70th regiment, 
and died in Canada. Tom married Elizabeth, a daughter of the family 
of M’Culloch of Ardwell, an ancient Galwegian stock, by whom lie left a 
son, Walter Scott, now second lieutenant of Engineers in the East India 
Company’s service, Bombay — and three daughters, Jessie, married to 
Lieutenant-Colonel Huxley; 2, Anne; 3, Eliza — the two last still un- 
married. — 1826, 





it IS here at riaiiuy-iviunre, in me rcsiuenre tu jiiy piurrimi 
gran(lfatlK!l^ alnui(ly *iiu‘niiniH*(U that I hav«* the iu\si Vitmt umn 
nosB of exiHU‘iu*.(‘.; and I ree.olh'el, <listiiu'tly tliaf my .siiualmii 
and appoaraneo wtna'. a liUh* whimsiraL the udd rem» 

ediea ro(anT(Hl io to aid my laineiies.s, Ht»me tme had renmi 
mended, that ho oftou as a shei'p was killetl tor tie* <d the 
family, .1 Kliould bc^ Htrijiped, ami swat lied up in tie* skui. 
as it was iiayed Itoiu the. earease td' the animal. In tlon Tar 
tar-like Iiuldliinent I well remeinlMT lying tiptm the lltHir td 
the little jiarlour in tin*, raruidnausi*, while my grand 1‘allier. a 
veiuu’abhs old man with wliitt*. liair, used every e.veitrmfn! tt» 
make. me*, try to crawl. I ais<» tiistinetly remember the latt< Sir 
(b‘orgo Ma,id)()ugal of Maekersluun, laflier t»f the preHrul Sir 
ITenry Hay Ma(d)ougah joining in thin kimlly utfempL ib^ 
was, (h)il knows Iiow,* a relat.iou (d‘ onrs» ami I sHH reeolleet 
Iiiiii ill liis ol(bfa.Hhion(‘d military habit (he* Imtl i'«»h»nel of 
the (lr(‘.ys), with a sinall cocked hat, deejdy bleed, an e}id»rMid' 
(wimI sc.arlct waistcoat, ami a lighUsdonred etiul, ^u^h milk 
white loc.ks tiisl in a military fashioiu kneiding tm the ground 
heforo me, and drugging his wmteh ahmg the carpi*! to mduce 
mo to follow it. The lHmcvolt‘Ut old Koldier iiml the infiint 
wrap])(Ml in his slu^epskin would have afTordtnl an odd group to 
nniuterostod B]H‘c.taturH. This must have happened aUml my 
third jy ear, bn* Sir (buirgo MimUungal and my gramlfalhcr 
both dmd shortly after that period. 

My grandmother eontinmsl fur Home years to lake ehurge of 
tho farm, assistcul by my father’s Hc'coud hrotlmr, Mr. Hemiiei 
Soott, who rc.sid(‘d W, trailing, as factor or lamUtewairtl for 
Mr. Scott of Daui^siiidd, ihmi proprietor of that eiitafe.* Tlu.'i 
was during the heat of the Am<‘rieau war, and 1 rememU*r 
being as anxious on my uncle’s weekly visita (for we heanl 
news at no otlua* tiim^) to liear of tin? (fefi*at of Waiiliitigion, 

^ IIo was a M('c.()nd-tu)UHin of my KraudfaiherV. 
wife of Walter, tliu limi Laird of Kaebnrn, anil of Waller 

called JUuuxlle, was Kmudauut, I take it, Ui iltw lam HIr 
Dougal, a'liciro was always great friomtMh(|i k^twreii ii« and ibe 
stouri family. It singularly hajmenuik that at thu Imrial el ibp biP mr 
Iloiiry MacDougal, my cinmin William Heutt, ytm«gi*r of Uaelmm, atwl I 
myself, wore tho iican^st hlmubrelatlons pr«*aeiit, aJtlietigb puf 
was ol BO old a date, and raukinl as pall4jettn*r^ actMinllngly. ■ 

fl'ftervvardH rt^sitied at KWkUnu md Umn i«ik fnstii Mr. 
Cornelius Llllot the (‘state of Woollee. Fiimily he m Mwfilkw 

in tho ncighhourhood of .JiMllmrgh, wheru he tUnl, |»*i**L Ib^ 
ago 01 ninoty years, and in full piJssi'Ksion of hln faewlUr^, {l h flu® 
thing lio hear hiin talk over the ehnnge of the rntmiry wbirb hm Iwl 
witnessed. — 1820. 
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I had had some deep and personal cause of antipathy to 
I know not how this was combined with a very strong 
idice in favour of the Stuart family, which I had originally 
bed from the songs and tales of the Jacobites. This 
r political propensity was deeply conhrmed by the stories 
in my hearing of the cruelties exercised in the executions 
irlisle, and in the Highlands, after the battle of Cullodeii. 
or two of our own distant relations had fallen on that 
lion, and I remember of detesting the name of Cuinbcr- 
with more than infant hatred. Mr. Curie, farmer at 
yre, husband of one of my aunts, had been present at their 
ition ; and it was probably from him that I first heard 
i tragic tales which made so great an impression on mo. 
local information, which I conceive had some share in 
ing my future taste and pursuits, I derived from the old 
5 and tales which then formed the amusement of a retired 
bry family. ^ My grandmother, in whose youth the old 
er depredations were matter of recent tradition, used to 
ae many a tale of Watt of Harden, Wight Willie of Aik- 
, Jamie Telfer of the fair Dodhead, and other heroes — 
^men all of the persuasion and calling of Itobin Hood 
uittle John. A more recent hero, but not of less note, 
bhe celebrated Diel of Littledean, whom she well remem- 
., as he had married her mother’s sister. Of this extraoi*- 
y person I learned many a story, grave and gay, comic 
warlike. Two or three old books which lay in the 
3W"Seat were explored for my amusement in tlie tedious 
T days. Automathes, and Bamsay’s Teartable Miscellany, 
my favourites, although at a later period an odd volume 
sephus’s Wars of the Jews divided my partiality. 

' kind and affectionate aunt, Miss J anet Scott, whose mem- 
ill ever be dear to me, used to read these works to me 
admirable patience, until I could repeat long passages by 
. The ballad of Hardyknute I was early master of, to 
reat annoyance of almost our only visitor, the worthy 
man of the parish, Dr. Duncan, who had not patience 
ve a sober chat interrupted by my shouting forth this 
Methinks I now see his tall thin emaciated figure, his 
ased in clasped gambadoes, and his face of a length that 
. have rivalled the Knight of La Mancha’s, and hear him 
ming One may as well speak in the mouth of a cannon 
ere that child is.” With this little acidity, which was 
il to him, he was a most excellent and benevolent man, 
bleman in every feeling, and altogether different from 
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those of his order wlio crinKe. ;it tlui lalth‘s nf (Ik- <‘r 

doniiueer tind riot iifc Ihosi^ ol tln^ y«‘oinaurv. hi ids ^ ^ut h 
had been chajdaiu in tln^ family of Loni Mareluntnii ■ had 
l^ope — and eouhl talk familiarly of many fhanu’tta-a wlm loiii 
survived tlio AiiguKtau a^e of Quocii Anne. ThoUKh valotudi' 
nary, ho lived to be nearly ninety, lunl to welcome to Seollaud 
his son^ Oohniel VVillium i)inu*an, who, with tin* hii:heNl i-liar 
actei* for military and (dvil merit, hatl ina»ie a eon.sidrrai.h* 
fortune in Jndia. In | ITth")), a few dayrf hfd'ore lus tltmth, 1 
paid him a visit, to iiupiin* after his health. I foiuitl hint 
omaoiated to the last de^O’ee, \vrap[»ed in a tartan nnthf 
and employed with all tht‘ aetivity of health ami \onth lu eor 
rectiiig a history (/f the Kev<flut ion, whi<*h In* infemled ^dtouhi 
be given to the ])ul)lie wlnm In* was im nnu'e. Hr read me .nev 
eral passages witli a voiet*. naturall)' Htroug, atiil whieh the ler! 
ings of an anthur tlu*n raised above, the depn»sHi<»u t»f age and 
dec.lining health. I lu'gged luin to tlus fatigue, which 

could not but in jure his liealth. 1 1 in un.sw'er remarkable. 

know/^ he said, ^Hhat I eaunot survive a fortnight and 
what signifies an exertion that cun at wawsi only aicechuatc 
my death a few tlays?^’ 1 marvellcMl at the eompo.surt* of tin?, 
reply, for his ap])oaraiiee suilieiently voueheil the truth of In.^^ 
prophecy, and rode liomo to my uuch*'H (tlnut mv aiH«len muN 
ing what there could he in the sjurit cd’ authorship that coiihl 
inspire its votaries with the <M)urage td* muvfyi-H. Hr died 
within leas than the period he iiHsigncn! witii winch rxmi 
I close my digression. 

I was in my fourth year when my father wm aflvr^t*d that 
tliG Bath waters might Ixi of Home mlvantage to iny huncin’HJi 
My affi'-ctionate aunt, altlmugh smdi a jfUirmw prilmnietl i** a 
person, of her retired habits anything but ple;mure or nnmnr 
inont, undertook as readily to m-eompany me to the w tdl^ of 
Bladud, as if she had oxnectiul all the delight that ever the 
pmspcct of a watering-placm ludd out to its mont im|ialieut 
visitants. My health was by this time ii gmiii deal conhrim’d 
by the country air, and the of that ini|HwrepUlile imd 

nnf atiguing exercise to which the gcnKl sense of my griimilhther 
had subjoctod me; Cor when the day wm tine, 1 wm unmillv 
carried out ami laid down beside the old shepherd, among ihr 
crags or rocks round whieJi he led his sheep. The impatisuire 
of a child soon intdiuod me to struggle with inv iulirmitv. atjd 
I Ugm by degrees to Htaud, to walk, mid iu Viim Allhongh 
the limb aflectcd was miudi shrunk nnd coiitractiHh my gmimil 
health, which was of more imimriatu'e, was much "»trtnsgili“ 
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3ned by being frequently in the open air j and, in a word, I 
;vho in a city had probably been condemned to hopeless and 
lelpless decrepitude, was now a healthy, high-spirited, and, my 
.amen ess apart, a sturdy child — non sine diis animosus in fans. 

We went to London by sea, and it may gratify the curiosity 
)f minute biographers to learn that our voyage was performed 
n the Duchess of Buccleuch, Captain Beatson, master. At 
London we made a short stay, and saw some of the common 
shows exhibited to strangers. When, twenty-five years after- 
wards, I visited the Tower of London and Westminster Abbey, 
[ was astonished to find how accurate my recollections of these 
celebrated places of . visitation proved to be, and I have ever 
since trusted more implicitly to my juvenile reminiscences. 
A.t Bath, where I lived about a year, I went through all the 
usual discipline of the pump-room and baths, but I believe 
without the least advantage to my lameness. During my res- 
idence at Bath, I acquired the rudiments of reading at a day- 
school, kept By an old dame near our lodgings, and I had 
aever a more regular teacher, although I think I did not at- 
bend her a quarter of a year. An occasional lesson from my 
mnt supplied the rest. Afterwards, when grown a big boy, 
[ had a few lessons from Mr. Stalker of Edinburgh, and 
finally from the Bev. Mr. Cleeve. But I never acquired a 
just pronunciation, nor could I read with much propriety. 

In other respects my residence’ at Bath is marked by very 
pleasing recollections. The venerable John Home, author of 
Douglas, was then at the watering-place, and paid much atten- 
tion to my aunt and to me. His wife, who has survived him, 
was then an invalid, and used to take the air in her carriage 
on the Downs, when I was often invited to accompany her. 
But the most delightful recollections of Bath are dated after 
the arrival of my uncle. Captain Bobert Scott, who introduced 
me to all the little amusements which suited my age, and above 
all, to the theatre. The play was As You Like It; and the 
witchery of the whole scene is alive in my mind at this mo- 
ment. I made, I believe, noise more than enough, and remem- 
ber being so much scandalised at the quarrel between Orlando 
and his brother in the first scene, that I screamed out, A^n’t 
they brothers ? ^ A few weeks’ residence at home convinced 
me, who .had till then been an only child in the house of my 
grandfather, that a quarrel between brothers was a very nat- 
ural event. 

1 [See Scott’s Review of the Life of John Kemble, Miscell, Prose, voL 
SKK. p. 164. — En.] 


XilU uui'iuurtiMiui. V » i. •»» 

are but trifling?, yel I nc'Vin* rtu'ull tlu’m witlnMii a ft‘*»liiiir ^if 
pleasure* Tlu*. beautuss of tlu* paradi* (whirh td' thiuu I kiiuw 
not), with the river of Avon wimlini^ uruuuil it* uiul lie* In wing 
of tiio cattle from the oppoHite hills* are warm in my rm-nllrr 
tioiij and are only rivalled by tin* sj^lomlnurs nf a fny -Mhnp 
soinewhoro near the Orange (Irove. I had :u*«|nirtnl, 1 kimw 
not by Avhat meaiiB, a kind of HUpt*rstitious tt*rn»r fur statuary 
of all kinds. .No aneiimt leonoelasl tu* mtHleni t'alvmiHt muUl 
have looked on the out.side of tlu^ Abbey ehureh (if I iiiisfakt' 
not, the principal church at Ihith is Hitc’ulledi with im»re hnrrt«r 
than the imago of Jacob’s 1/addt‘r, with all its angels, prestuited 
to ]ny infant eye. My iinc.h* I'llectiially enmbatrtl my termrs, 
and formally introduced nu^ to a ntatue of Neptune, wtueli 
haps still keeps guartl at the side of the Avtm, where a plemi- 
nre boat crosses to Hpring (binhmH. 

After being a year at Bath, I returned first tii KdiuburKh* ami 
afterwards for a Hoasou to Bandy»KnoWi*; —ami thim the time 
whiled away till about my eighth yt*ar, when it wm thiniglit 
searbathiug might he of aerviee to my lameness. 

Por this purpose, still under my auiitV jiroUndiim, I reimune«t 
some weeks at Preatonpaus; aciiTuiuBtanee mil wnrlh imnilmn. 
ing, excepting to record my juvenile intinumy with an ohl mili 
tary yateraii, Dalgetty by uamc% who hml pitehe«l lni4 tent in 
that little village, after all his campaigns, subw^ting iimni an en 
sign’s half-pay, thougli called by (unirteny a ( ’aptaim An thiii t*!il 
gentleman, who had been in all the (lermau warn, fimml very 
few to listen to his tales of military feats, he ftirineil a imri of 
alliance with me, ami 1 used invariably to atUuul him ft«r the 
pleasure of lioariug those communi(*aticms, Hometiaien «ntr r«m- 
versation turned ou the Amerimui war, which wm then raging. 
It was about the time of Burgoyue’s unfortunate etjut^dition, tn 
which my (Japtain and I augured different eonetunions. Home 
body had showed me a map of North America, amhBintrk wah 
tlie rugged appoarauoeof the cmuntry, and the«|iiaitiiiy uf 
I expressed some doubts on the «ubjw*.t of the ClinieriiP^ iimv^ 
ing safely at the end of his journey, which wore very imlignitiilly 
refuted by the Captain. The nows of the Baratoga diniwler, 
■whue it gave me a little triumph, rather »UiK)k my intimm^y 
with the veteran.* 


^ Bostdes this veteran, I found anotlicr ally at In ihn 

person of George Constable, an old friend of my fatliePs, 
the law, but retired upon his independent pntperiy, and tPiwtrmllf raid- 
ing near Dundee. He had many of those pcdullariUw of iumpml wkteh 
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Prom Prestonpans I was transported back to my father’s bouse 
in George’s Square,^ which continued to be my most established 
place of residence^ until my marriage in 1797. I felt the change 

long afterwards I tried to develope in the character of Jonathan Oldbiick. 
It is very odd, that though I am unconscious of anything in whicli I 
strictly copied the manners of my old friend, the resemblance was never- 
theless detected by George Chalmers, Esq., solicitor, London, an old 
friend, both of my father and Mr. Constable, and who affirmed to my 
late friend, Lord Kinedder, that I must needs be the author of The Anti- 
quary, since he recognised the portrait of George Constable. But my 
friend George was not so decided an enemy to womankind as his repre- 
sentative Monkbams. On the contrary, I rather suspect that he had 
a tendresse for my aunt Jenny, who even then was a most beautiful 
woman, though somewhat advanced in life. To the close of her life, she 
had the finest eyes and teeth I ever saw, and though she could be suffi- 
ciently sharp when she had a mind, her general behaviour was genteel 
and ladylike. However this might be, I derived a great deal of curious 
information from George Constable, both at this early period, and 
afterwards. He was constantly philandering about my aunt, and of 
course very kind to me. He was the first person who told me about 
Palstaff and Hotspur, and other characters in Shakspeare. What idea 
I annexed to them I know not, but I must have annexed some, for I 
remember quite well being interested on the subject. Indeed, I rather 
suspect that children derive impulses of a powerful and important kind 
in hearing things which they cannot entirely comprehend; and there- 
fore, that to write down to children’s understanding is a mistake : set 
them on the scent, and let them puzzle it out. To return to George 
Constable : I knew him well at a much later period. He used always to 
dine at my father’s house of a Sunday, and was authorised to turn the 
conversation out of the austere and Calvinistic tone, which it usually 
maintained on that day, upon subjects of history or auld langsyne. He 
remembered the forty-five, and told many excellent stories, all with a 
strong dash of a peculiar caustic humour. 

George’s sworn ally as a brother antiquary was John Davidson, then 
Keeper of the Signet ; and I remember his flattering and compelling me 
to go to dine there. A writer’s apprentice with the Keeper of the Signet, 
whose least officer kept us in order 1 — It was an awful event. Thither, 
however, I went with some secret expectation of a scantling of good claret. 
Mr. D. had a son whose taste inclined him to the army, to which his father, 
who had designed him for the bar, gave a most unwilling consent. He was 
at this time a young officer, and he and I, leaving the two seniors to pro- 
ceed in their chat as they pleased, never once opened our mouths either to 
them or each other. The Pragmatic Sanction happened unfortunately to 
become the theme of their conversation, when Constable said in jest, “Now, 
John, I’ll wad you a plack that neither of these two lads ever heard of the 
Pragmatic Sanction,” — “Not heard of the Pragmatic Sanction!” said 
John Davidson ; “ I would like to see that ; ” and with a voice of thunder, 
he asked liis son the fatal question. As young D. modestly allowed he 
knew nothing about it, his father drove him from the table in a rage, and 
I absconded during the confusion ; nor could Constable ever bring me 
back again to his friend Davidson’s, — 1826. 

1 [No. 26.] . 
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from being a single iiuhilgetl brat, \o beeuining a inrutbor ul' a 

largo family, V(a7 vS(‘Y(‘ri‘]y ; fnr uinlor thv gvntb* }4<»vcnuiiriit 

of iny kiiui graudiuether, who was mt’okiit'ss ilsoH, ami <‘t luy 
aunt, ‘ who, tlioiigli of an higher tnujus’, was fxrrnlitiith attarhfd 
to mo, I liatl acquired a (li‘gree of lieenei' wlmdi nol bt* 

perinittcd in a large family. I had sense enmigh, b.evt'Ver, 
bond luy tcm]KU' to niy iu‘W cinaunstaiu’es ; but ^an h was the 
agony which I inbu’ually experitmeed, that i ha\e i^uanled 
against nothing mon'. in the mlmsitiun nf my <evu l.imily, than 
against their actpiiriug habits of sidf wilhMl eaiu it e and dniuma 
tion. I found much consolat ion during this jHTiod id' nmilib 
cation, in tlu‘. ])artiality <d‘ my mot Inn'. She jiuiied in a light 
and liapjiy tcaquu* of mind a strong tiuni to study puetry und 
works of imagination. She wtis sinei»ndy devout, but her relig- 
ion was, as became licr sex, of a east b*HH atmlere than my fat lier's. 
Still, the disedpliuo of rrinsbylerian Sabkuh was sevinely 
strict, and I think iujudiciouBly so. Although Hiniyau'ii 
grim, Gesner’s Death of Alad, liciwe’s ladters, ami one nr two 
otlior books, wliicdi, for that renison, I still have a favour for. 
wore admitted to relieve the gloom of one dull senmm suemnnl- 
iug to another — ^ there was far too much tedium anmnxed to tin* 
duties of the day; and in the end it did none i»f m any k«wh!. 
My woek-day tasks were more agrc^eabla .\!y huneiu^Hs ami 
my solitary habits had made mc' a iulenible reaib^r, and luy 
hours of leisure were usually spent in reutiing almid to my 
mother Pope’s translation of Homer, which, exmqdiiig a frw 
traditionary ballads, and tin* aougs in Allan llanmay^H Kvit^ 
green, was the first poetry whhdi I t«‘nmed. Uy mill her lim! 
good natural taste and giHuit heeling: aim uneil to make luc 
pause upon those paHsages which exiireaaed geiiennm sunl wort hy 
sentiments, and if she could not divert urn from w Jncli 

were descriptive of battle ami tumult, she eonl rived at Ir-ml to 
divide my attention between them, My envn eiitliui«iiw!in 
ever, was chiefly awakened by the wonderful and tlie iorrilde 
— the common tmte of childreu, but in winch I rmniiiiicd 
a child even unto this day. I gut by heart, nut m a tank, but 
almost without intending it, the paMages with which I wim mmt 
pleased, and used to recite tlicm aloud, Iwth when lilmie ami to 
others— more willingly, however, In my IiourB of mditiidc. for 
I had observed some auditors 8iuil(% and 1 drcailcd ridicule iit 
that time of life more tlnm I Imve aver dona since. 

In [1778] I was sent to the scHioud elans of tha Gram mar 
School, or liigh School of Edinburgh, then taught hj Mr. Liik© 
Fraser, a good Latin scholar md a very worthy mm* ^ough 
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eceived, with my brothers, in private, lessons of Latin 
li\ James French, now a minister of the Ku-k of Scot- 
was nevertheless rather behind the class in which I was 
both in years and in progress. This was a real disad- 
3 , and one to which a boy of lively temper and talents 

0 be as little exposed as one who might be less expected to 
p his lee-way, as it is called. The situation has the mi- 
te effect of reconciling a boy of the former character 
in a posthumous work I may claim for my own) to hold- 
ubordinate station among his class-fellows — to which 
dd otherwise affix disgrace. There is also, from the 
ition of the High School, a certain danger not sufficiently 
td to. The boys take precedence in their places, as they 
ed, according to their merit, and it requires a long Avhile, 
ral, before even a clever boy, if he falls behind the class, 
it into one for which he is not quite ready, can force his 

the situation which liis abilities really entitle him to 
But, in the meanwhile, he is necessarily led to bo the 
jQ and companion of those inferior spirits with whom he 
3dj for the system of precedence, though it does not 
le general intercourse among the boys, has nevertheless 
Gt of throwing them into clubs and coteries, according 
dcinity of the seats they hold. A boy of good talents, 
ce, placed even for a time among his inferiors, especially 
be also his elders, learns to participate in their pursuits 
ects of ambition, which are usually very distinct from 
Liisition of learning ; and it will be well if he does not 
date them in that indifference which is contented with 
^ over a lesson so as to avoid punisliinent, without affect- 
eriority or aiming at reward. It was probably owing 
3ircumstance, that, although at a more advanced period 

1 have enjoyed considerable facility in acquiring laii- 
I did not make any great figure at the High School — 
east, any exertions which I made were desultory and 
be depended on.^ 

lass contained some very excellent scholars. The first 
.s James Buchan, who retained his honoured place, 
vithout a day^s interval, all the while we were at the 
shook He was afterwards at the head of the medical 
Egyptj in. exposing himself to the plague infection, 
iding the hospitals there, displayed the same well- 

story of Green-breekSt and other passages in the General Preface 
iverley Novels, afford some curious glimpses of High School life 
days. — Ed.] 
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regulated and gentle, jet determined perseverance, which 
placed him most worthily at the head of his school-fellows, 
while many lads of livelier parts and dispositions held an 
inferior station. The next best scholars (sed lotiyo i7iten)aU(>) 
were my friend David Douglas, the heir and 6ldve of the cele- 
brated Adam Smith, and James Hope, now a Writer to the 
Signet, both since well known and distingnislred in their 
departments of the law. As for myself, I glanced lik<^ a 
meteor from one end of the class to the other, and commonly 
disgusted my kind master as much by negligence and frivolity, 
as 1 occasionally pleased him by flashes of intellect and talent. 
Amoiig my companions, my good-nature and a flow of ready 
imagination rendered me very popular. Boys are uncommonly 
just ill their feelings, and at least equally generous. My lame- 
ness, and the efforts which I made to supply that disadvantage, 
by making iip in address what I wanted in activity, engaged 
the latter principle in my favour; and in the winter play hourn, 
when hard exercise was impossible, my tales used to assemble 
an admiring audience round Lucky Brown’s fireside, and 
happy was he that could sit next to the inexhaustible narrator. 
I was also, though often negligent of my own task, always 
ready to assist my friends; and hence I had a little party of 
staunch x^a-rtisans and adherents, stout of hand and heart, 
though somewhat dull of head — the very tools for raising a 
hero to eminence. So, on the whole, I made a brighter figure 
in the yards than in the class} 

My father did not trust our education solely to our High 
School lessons. We had atutor at home [Mr. James Mitchell], 
a young man of an excellent disposition, and a laborious 
student. He was bred to the Kirk, but unfortunately took 
such a very strong turn to fanaticism, that he afterwards 
resigned an excellent living in a seaport town, merely because 
he could not persuade the mariners of the guilt of setting sail 
of a Sabbath, — in which, by the by, he was less likely to be 
successful, as, coiter is paribus^ sailors, from an ox)iiiion that it 
is a fortunate omen, always choose to weigh anchor on that 

1 1 read not long since, in that authentic record called the F$rcy Amo 
dotes, that 1 had been educated at Musselburgh school, where I had been 
distin^ished as an absolute dunce; only Dr. Blair, seeing farther into 
the mill-stone, had pronounced there was hre in it. I never was at Mus- 
selburgh school in my life, and though I have met Dr. Blair at my father’s 
and elsewhere, I never had the good fortune to attract bis notice, to my 
knowledge, Lastly, I was never a dunce, nor thought to bo so, but an 
incorrigibly idle imp, who was always longing to do something else than 
what was enjoined him. — 1826. 
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ly. The calibre of this young man’s understanding may be 
idged of by this anecdote; but in other respects, he was a 
dthful and active instructor ; and from him chiefly I learned 
riting and arithmetic. I repeated to him my French lessons, 
id studied with him my themes in the classics, but not 
assically. I also acquired, by disputing with him (for this 
3 readily permitted), some knowledge of school-divinity and 
lurch-history, and a great acquaintance in particular with the 
d books describing the early history of the Church of Scot- 
nd, the wars and sufferings of the Covenanters, and so forth, 
with a head on lire for chivalry, was a Cavalier ; my friend 
as a Roundhead : I was a Tory, and he was a Whig. I hated 
cesbyterians, and admired Montrose with his victorious liigh- 
nders ; he liked the Presbyterian Ulysses, the dark and pol- 
.c Argyle: so that we never wanted subjects of dispute; 
it our disputes were always amicable. In all these tenets 
ere was no real conviction on my part, arising out of acquaint- 
Lce with the views or principles of either party ; nor had my 
tagonist address enough to turn the debate on such topics, 
book up my politics at that period, as King Charles II. did 
s religion, from an idea that the Cavalier creed was the more 
ntlemanlike persuasion of the two. 

After having been three years under Mr. Fraser, our class 
IS, in the usual routine of the school, turned over to Ur. 
iam, the Rector. It was from this respectable man that I 
st learned the value of the knowledge I had hitherto con- 
lered only as a burdensome task. It was the fashion to 
main two years at his class, where we read Caesar, and Livy, 
d Sallust, in prose ; Virgil, Horace, and Terence, in verse, 
lad by this time mastered, in some degree, the difficulties of 
e language, and began to be sensible of its beauties. This 
IS really gathering grapes from thistles ; nor shall I soon 
:get the swelling of my little pride when the Rector pro- 
uuced, that though many of my school-fellows understood 
3 Latin better, Qualterus Scott was behind few in following 
d enjoying the author’s meaning. Thus encouraged, I 
dinguished myself by some attempts at poetical versions 
m Horace and Virgil.^ Dr. Adam used to invite his scholars 


I [One of these little pieces, written in a weak boyish scrawl, within 
icilled marks still visible, had been carefully preserved by his mother ; 
ras folded up in a cover inscribed by the old lady — “ My \VaUer^s Jirat 
35 , 1782 .” 


‘ In awful ruins Mtm thunders nigh, 

Aud Bonds In pitchy whirlwinds to the sky 
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to HiK'.li {‘Hsays, l»ui. iH'vor inailt* ihrm l.i^k I 'r-niHnl 
(listiiH'iioii iipou Hiom‘ tli»* liwinr lo nduir 

look nnH‘h noliw of luo ; uml his judii . ini\Uiu^ , ! rrH-un* 
aiul pniist^ wool far to couiilorhalanrr jo} lulnts itMlMirin o 
and iaaihoiiion. 1 saw i was ospi i-ird n* d.. •At-ll, aod 1 was 
piquotl in honour to viiitlitsilo iii\ luaHtor's iai.Mor.il 4 r iqoiUMu. 
J ('.Unib(‘d, ihoroi’orts to tlio lirra lorni; and, thtoi Ji I ot u-r 
nitulo a lirsbvaio Latinist, iiiy si-hoHl trlfiov , aod wiiaf^ «a ^ <il 
more cons(H|UC'iH*(‘, I niysoli^ ooiisidorrd that I had a riiaia* frr 
1 ‘ur loarningto inauitain. Ur. Atlam. tt» w hMta I ira« d .n ooirh. 
novor failcMl to noiiind mo < 4 * my ohliira? oms u hro I i^ad foatlr 
801110 n|.(uro ill tlio lilorary worhl. lit* uas Hidrrd. d*r| 4 v 
iinlmi'd with that rort.unato’vanity wluoh ahMir oMold mdun* a 
man who han arms to paro ami Imrn a niuir. tu .Huhnof fi* tho 
yoli iiioro toilsoim* task ot (ailtivatno? yimth. As Tidlodirs 
ooidido in tlio impiitod riirhtomism’sa nt liu ii saint ^ st» «hd i ho 
good old Dootor plumt* himsolt up*ui llm snrorss id Ins ,srkMlar,H 
in li£o, all ut which iio m‘Vt*r lailoti (and of ton s li* rhum 

as the ciruation, or at h*ust the fniits^ of hoi oarly jiistniriiMtis, 
Ho reniembaroil the fate of evory boy a! his soIimmI liiiriim' iho 
fifty yaara ho had miporintomiod it. ami always tiarod ilinr 
success or misrortum'H entirely to Ihoir atlmdion or mndoa^noo 
■when under his eartn liis “noisy mausmu.** whirh t*i uiUrts 
would have been a melaueholy bofllum, w“as tin* pinh* of his 
hemrt; and the only rat.iguos iie Ibh. amidol dm imd lunndL 
and the neci^sity of rmiding themeN. hoariin.^^ Io^hohh, and 
maintaining Homo ilogrc’o of unler at iho .naino timo, wore 
relieved by comparing liiitmelf to rmsar. who eoiihl tln iaio to 
three seeredaries at oiieu;— so ready m vanity to Iigldm the 
labours of duty. 

It is a pity that a man so learneil, no ndinirablv adiipli^d 
for his station, so UHoful, st> siin|)hs bo easily eoiitonii-’d. ^dionld 
have had other siibjectH of mortitleation. Hut ih*^ 
of Edinburgh, not knowing the treasure they m Hr, 

Adam, encouraged a savage fellow, railed Kirob one uf the 
undermastors, in insulting Ida persoti rwi«l autlmrily. ‘Thw 
man was an excellent elaasical scholar, and im iidiiiirable r«*io 

ninak pIoucIm i»f whirh, ^tll! »« itsrv «s|4fp. 

Krorn tlu'lr clark lluprp lairs.|f» iltr. rim ; 

At tUh&r tiinen bvij^i' Ua)l» »»f 

Tlmt llt'k the siturift, an 4 In Uip mp : 

Homotlmea tltt» uuniHt, ttlUj vfwt i»r*i, 

%m\i» hnp pm^ks, wbIpU lii»tiiruly Mm twrra# 

With lout! 05 «|»lo»lnnK to n«p siarrv 

Tbo sttjncn mwlo tl(|itUl m ttt» hm*^ ma.s« stWa, 

Then baek iigaln irltk irrt»»l#p w»^hl iwwtK 

While tlnindprtwf th# | 
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vivial IniiiiMMMHi nUsi«’[s l.;iUrr v i t- Uvr. 

iVit'talHlu J> « i'5in«f-^s; i®ul ■i'i hi''"! ruf 
ITUmI It* SU.ot*'l hUf * li-tS .■■»' I|s‘* 

ihr Kri'hir UUIUSI an lls«-i;s mI a-;'! ^ "^Sii -’ai. l.r n.v. a'-i'i 

lilliH-lu'ti final i!m\Ui in lla^ slaik I h*' vi 1 5. ii :« .-t-j. 

Il’NHS'ual nl»l aun'ti m f in* ts-jass 5i> „j l '’ ■•> ^ < -t.. -.-f j. t,. r.» 

whii’h i«»r tHisr (i ii-uin'4 14.U'.> ■> 

CanM'. Will'll ih*’ I Sf'‘n*i li f i®' ■5. » >i ;'.f n 'n ■■■■ = *. •'»' ■• 

nui iu!!!i lu ! hk.: »»r s i!, a,- .3^ v 

tinlinlv tin* i fs!*! ;,|’> irga 55 4^ ’ .'1 •• , i' ’’ •■> 

hlM t*t l’\8"35iU'/ fjt a «' 5 I -Jn** n*: f;- 4'$, 

[inrinit'r mI fh*' n * "*^ 11 * rl kA |— A i-*' ll-r.-jl 

IIm'V ?*rai'iT I«fai4i*n| r«*in|v,ri J «a!h fl^a' ff=«'r 
ami til'rt'rn, ht*Ui « hn Is Ia«' h$^ 

lliH uant n| s’ars!s«.’Ss m *-*ih lh«- :».l 

of lIllMhiV h#')l liirillln' r«"n|fr-r| *.*1 f ls#f |«' «| Is > /.rta;} 

wnrn l*» In’iii' %*'t% ft's|4in«*n3 

tara in Ihn *4 ll8»’'5i' |s«rKr.4r.f =» » 

lnll|^ afl-i'r my IIIsUM, ssilirr l^ratrs Ii4 ihr ;j ?r it 

iUl4 till'* Jtstiinr rM|slssjus*4 lurs ilVi i%tm^vA a «■.. ,rt, 

wlmil III" Wiia nil Ur k with |n%l?sl Ir llr 

aarvivf**! n Inv liiSV^^n IhiI .•^..V 

I inn, nnii'i'H rii In- .ia n-Ull m !5«'L'«-:s.|, s^’^'^ur r 5 ?, n ■.■.*;> 'sS' 

nf iipjilainit* «»r In^. f>csi4, ” 'A fthvr l-ti 0 

lUHV ilts4 r:&j®Sir-4 

FtnlB 1 tt, AiI.Uh’j's I «l8M'ul4, 4^'’r-^»r4.|5n.|| llv;r t,va^/ 

tilHs havt** |«riMn'8n|s^4 lo s-s*llr;ifii ilnfi, ^ 

I waii uni y«4 Iti |s®!i!ir'. |stv it laiill itmUt r^Mnn-^-U m‘tA, 

lUaniatitiaurst willi I hr- f %% Im h | ll'^ 

laul ln'rniiip riiliirr 4r!®«-3;iir f flu'll! i|rtr»i|s, .iiia4 1 ^% I'^ilsis'f 

wim inuilly J*^'r,?uui4r4 Mum- tm^ |4? 

Wttli iliy kllHl imisl, il33|9'S#tr^ I 

lMH*llUm. !l Waa Iiiir 4 ilk WMrili ||?l|,| I ksl -4 I 

viiiiitnl fift»r ilisrisin «»iir *|p«rl ■ra«^ali«ais 
At iliij^ liiiip m ii stnall tmm-m, 

|i!pji*iilif ly tu II liif^fp If;4r4rii, 1*1 f4 ^-k'mnn h% %::f4 

tlf Knki*, wlitnii ril«*u«|p4 iliim'tii llif? il -n 

iny fiiiluT'^ |»rM|!W'rly, firsKsu wlirsm it mm ^lirf « 

tsy liiy HI|^I«^ ,\|v griiiMlriif^lliPf mm m-uw fin% 

utijy rniisiausnM, nu i44 nmi4 wm mr 

Mi^8 liiirfiiil II Hr*4 ! ^ I4is%' At f-s Ml' l$t'li«' |*‘?ll rfe 

iirfly t<a tm imii p^rp|4isig f«r Umf fiii l|s# 

diiy» wlinii I W4W i^j utirfpi %hr- i§mm%m-m «t %hs 

villiiga, Tim I 4 .wliri, III Iliai %mn\ m-m Mr. II li^p, m 
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excellent classical scholar, a humourist, and a worthy man. 
He had a supreme antipathy to the puns which his very uncom- 
mon name frequently gave rise to ; insomuch, that he made liis 
sou spoil tlie word Wale^ which only occasioned the young man 
being nicknamed the Prince of Wales by the military mess to 
which ho belonged. As for Whale, senior, the least allusion to 
Jonah, or tlie terming him an odd fish, or any similar quibble, 
was sure to put him beside himself. In point of knowledgt^ 
and taste, lie was far too good for the situation he hold, which 
only req\iirod that he should give liis scholars a rough foinuhi- 
tion in the Latin language. My time with him, though short, 
was spent greatly to iny advantage and his gratification. Ho 
was glad to escape to Persius and Tacitus from the eternal 
Eudimeiits and Cornelius Nepos ; and as perusing these authors 
with one wlio began to understand them was to him a labour 
of love, 1 made considerable progress under liis instructions. I 
suspect, indeed, that some of the time dedicated to mo was 
withdrawn from the instruction of his more regular scholars; 
but I was as grateful as I could. I acted as usher, and heard 
the inferior classes, and I spouted the speech of Galgacus at 
the public examination, which did not make the less impres- 
sion on the audience that few of them probably understood one 
word of it. 

In the meanwhile my acquaintance with English literature 
was gradually extending itself. In the intervals of my school 
hours I had always perused with avidity such books of history 
or poetry or voyages and travels as chance presented to me — 
not forgetting the usual, or rather ten times the usual, quantity 
of fairy tales, eastern stories, romances, &c. These stiuUc^B 
were totally unregulated and undirected. My tutor thought it 
almost a sin to open a profane play or poem ; and my mother, 
besides that she might be in some degree trammelled by the 
religious scruples which he suggested, had no longer the op- 
portunity to hear me read poetry as formerly. I found, how- 
ever, in her dressing-room (where I slept at one time) some 
odd volumes of Shakspeare, nor can I easily forget the rapt- 
ure with which I sate up in my shirt reading them by the light 
of a fire in her apartment, until the bustle of the family rising 
from supper warned me it was time to creep back to my bed, 
where I was supposed to have been safely deposited since nine 
o’clock. Chance, however, threw in mv way a poetical precep- 
tor. This was no other than the excellent and benevolent Dr. 
Blacklock, well known at that time as a literary character. I 
know not how I attracted his attention, and that of some of 
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T-oung men who boarded in his family ] but so it was that 
3 ame a frequent and favoured guest. The kind old man 
ed to me the stores of his library^ and through his recom- 
iation I became intimate with Ossian and Spenser. I was 
^hted with both, yet I think chiefly with the latter poet, 
tawdry repetitions of the Ossianic phraseology disgusted 
ather sooner than might have been expected from my age. 
Spenser I could have read for ever. Too young to trouble 
df about the allegory, I considered all the knights and 
s and dragons and giants in their outward and exoteric 
i, and God only knows how delighted I was to find myself 
ch society. As I had always a wonderful facility in retain- 
n my memory whatever verses pleased me, the qiiantity of 
Lser^s stanzas which I could repeat was really marvellous. 
;his memory of mine was a very fickle ally, and has through 
^hole life acted merely upon its own capricious motion, and 
it have enabled me to adopt old Beattie of Meikledale^s 
^er, when complimented by a certain reverend divine on 
strength of the same faculty: — ^^No, siiV^ answered the 
borderer, I have no command of my memory. It only 
ns what hits my fancy, and probably, sir, if you were to 
ih to me for two hours, I would not be able when you 
led to remember a word you had been saying. My inem- 
7Q>s precisely of the same land : it seldom failed to preserve 
tenaciously a favourite passage of poetry, a play-house 
, or, above all, a Border-raid ballad; but names, dates, 
3he other technicalities of history, escaped me in a most 
ncholy degree. The philosoiDhy of history, a much more 
rtant subject, was also a sealed book at this period of my 
but I gradually assembled much of what was striking 
picturesque in historical narrative; and when, in riper 
[, I attended more to the deduction of general principles, 
3 furnished with a powerful host of examples in illiistra- 
di them. I was, in short, like an ignorant gamester, who 
up a good hand until he knew how to play it. 
eft the High School, therefore, with a great quantity of 
:al information, ill arranged, indeed, and collected with- 
ystem, yet deeply impressed upon my mind ; readily as- 
d by my power of connexion and memory, and gilded, if 
Y be permitted to say so, by a vivid and active imagina- 
If my studies were not under any direction at Edinburgh, 
3 country, it may he well imagined, they were less so. A 
ctable subscription library, a circulating library of ancient 
.ing, and some private book-shelves, were open to my 
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random persual, and I wadi^d into tho. .stn*am lik<' ;i Idind man 
into a ford, witliout iho pmvin* of H<‘iindiinir my way, uuIvsh hy 
gTopin^^ lor it. .My iijjpi-iitr'. lor books was us aittjdo and nnlis- 
cmmiiating aa it was iiididatiMablo, and I siurf havo hud itH» 
freqiioiitly r(3{iH(ni to ropoiit that IVw (‘Vi'r n-ad so irnioh, and In 
so littlo ptirpoao. 

Among the valuable ac^iuisitifuia I inmh* aboul this liim% uu.s 
an acqnaintaneo with TasstTs tfmaisaloui Ikdivonul, thrmudi 
tlio flat nicdiiuu (d Mr, Hfjolt^’s translation. iJnl u}»ovo aii, ! 
thou beeamo aetjuaintod with Bishn}j INtov's Uidiquos <d' 
Ancient Poetry. As 1 hud been from intamw dinsUisi to io*o*n 
dary lure of tJiis natuns and only reluelantly witinlreu my 
attention, from the seareity tA' nia1t*riuls and the nnh*ness ot 
thoao which I jiossesstsh it may 1h‘ imagimsl, but eaumd bo 
described, with what dtdight I saw* pieces of the same kinti 
wliich had amused my childlujod, and still <uintinsie^«l in M-orot 
tlio Dolilahs of niy inuiginatioin (’ouHidenHl as the h\ ihjert of 
sober roaearch, grave commentary, and apt illustrafioiu i^y an 
editor who shewed his poetical genins wain eapubie of etmihiHng 
tliG best qualities of what his pious luhour pieMu veil, I n* 
member well the spot where I reatl thesi* vtilnmon fur the tiiHi 
time. It was beiuaith a huge platanusdreis in the mum of 
what had been intended fc^r an nld-fashiinied arbour in fho 
garden 1 have mentioned. Thc^ Hnmmeruhty s|H’fi tinwanl so 
fast, that notwithstanding the shnrj» up|Md'itt* td' thirteen, I 
forgot the hour of dinner, was sought f<»r with an^iidy. and 
was still found entraneed in my inteihudnal hiimpiet. Po rend 
and to remember was in this in.Htaue«» the same thing, and 
henceforth I overwhehiu’d my HelnwddellowH, ami all win* 
would hearken to ino, with tragical rcintatioim frmn the i»a!ladH 
of Bishop Percy. Phe first time, tesn I eonhl seriqw* ii fmv 
shillings together, which were md eonmion iM-eum’iin^N wjili 
me, I bought unto myacdf a copy of these Indoved VMlnmefs ; 
nor do I believe 1 over rerwl a hook half so frerpnmtly. or wuh 
half the ontluisiasm. About this periml also I 
quainted with the works of Hicliardson, ami tlume of !^|ar 
kenzio — (whom in later years I Iwwme inititled to eall mv 
friend) — with Ficdding, Hmollet, and mmw others of mir \n*k 
novelists. 

To this period also I can trace distinctly the awaking of Unit 
delightful feeling for tha Iwuiuties of tmlimil idijwtn wlurh him 
never since deserted me. 11m imighhcmrluHMl of Kidm*, thi* 
most beautiful, if not the most romantic villag«t in Ht'otliyul, 
is eminently calculated to awaken these uhnm. It pfowmln 
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and folly wii.li jmiii, insloiul oT rnnloinpt, II»' oamo to fall mi 
1116 111 Gooi’gi^^’s S({iiiu‘«‘, and ]joint«‘il out in tUo strougost tonu.-i 
the williiioss ol' Uif. (‘oiuitic.l. I had a.do|»tod, told mr I WA i dia 
tillguisllCidby tho lUllUO (d' Uu’ (t'rrrk Hlurkiittnl, awI o\li»>i’trd 
3110 to roduiiin my i*r|mlalion whih* if. was uallml t«»d.iv. My 
stubborn ])ridii ronnivtal this adviun with sidkv rmhty; thi^ 
birtli of luy Montor (whoso, naiuo was Andiiliald, flu* .sou of an 
inu-konpor) diil not, as I tlionglit in luy i'oiiy, anthori .o him (o 
iiitrudo upon inn Ids advica'. d'ljn nthnr was not .sharj» dvditnii, 
or his (ionsn.ionsnnss of a. gnnnrous intnniion msTnamr Ins ro 
sontiiiont. .Ihi oirnrod im‘ Ids daily and nigiifly a -astam-o, 
and ])lndg{^d him.snir to bring inn forward with thn fonmio ,( uf 
iny (dass. i init snmn twin^fr'S of noirsninnnr*, hut I lay wnrt' 
imabln to prnvail ovair my prido and snlf nom'«*il . dim puiir 
lad l(d.’t mo mon^ in soriauv than in ani'ri\ n«*r dnl uo ovnr mnnt 
again. Allhop(‘s of my progrnsH in (hn (irnt’k wm'n now uvnr; 
iuHoniiKdi that wdicn w<*. wt*rn m[nirtHl Iti writn nsna) s on fhu 
authors wo iiad Httidind, I ha<l tin* uudarify to prodnn*- a rum- 
position in whitdi I w'nighnd Hmnnr uguinsf AnnHfo, afuf prt» 
noimccd him wanting in thn l>a!am'is I suppmird Huh hrrrHV 
by a profusion of bad Heading and flimsy argumnnt. 11 i»’ w r.itli 
of tlio ProfosHor wtis (^xtrnmn, whih* at fhn .sainr tiiim hr rould 
not supprnsH his surprist*. at tin^ <[mudify id' mit ui ihr wav 
knowledge whinh I displaymt. Hn prommnrnd n|«»u mr thV 
sevnro Bontnnc.n.™ that I was, mid dnnn* wan }u irtmuit 

— which, IiownviU’, my nxctdlcnt and Inanird frirnd IuimI to 
revoke over a bottle of Hnrgnndy, at mu* litt»rary ( 1 u!« at Fmi 
line's, of which he was a distinguislmd nimidirr/ 

Meanwliih', as if to tu’adicaU' my slightrsl tiuidurnuf thrrk, 
I fell ill during the luiddltmif Mr. Dal/nlls srrmid rhias. and 
luigvatod a Hiu'.ond time to KcIho — where I ugmiM'outuiurtf n 
long time reading what and how I pleaHeth ami *»r rmirsf^ r»Mi| 
ing nothing hut what alTonhnl me immediate t^nierlaimnent 
The only thing which saved my miml from utter thHmpafMm. 
was that turn for historical purmiit, which never ahanduned 
mo oven at the idh^st piwiod. I hml fnr.HWorn the haijn chLs*»ie?^ 
for no reason I know of, unlnsH InTuu.se they w'ere akin io ih*' 
Greek; but the iiccaHional pt^rusnl of Buchiunuds hisiurv, ilmt 
of Mathew of Paris, and othi‘r nmnki.sh chroniides, kept up a 
kind of familiarity with thi^ language <n‘en in rudest 
JUit I forgot tlu! very letterH of the Unu^k aliifmlnd ; a hmn 
never to bo repaired, (umHidering what that language and 
who they wore who omjdoyod it in thedr <'om|ioHiriofm. 

About this imrlod— .or soon afterwjmls — my faltu-'r jiitlgml 



it proper I should study mathematics , a study upon which I 
entered with all the ardour of novelty. My tutor was an aged 
person, Dr. MacDait, who had in his time been distinguished 
as a teacher of this science. Age, however, and some domestic 
inconveniences, had diminished his pupils, and lessened his 
authority amongst the few who remained. I think, that had I 
been more fortunately placed for instruction, or had I had the 
spur of emulation, I might have made some progress in this 
science, of which, under the circumstances I have mentioned, 
I only acquired a very superficial smattering. 

In other studies I was rather more fortunate. I made some 
progress in Ethics under Professor J ohn Bruce, and was selected 
as one of his students whose progress he approved, to read an 
essay before Principal Kobertson. I was farther instructed in 
Moral Philosophy at the class of Mr. Dugald Stewart, whose 
striking and impressive eloquence riveted the attention even of 
the most volatile student. To sum up my academical studies, 
I attended the class of History, then taught by the present 
Lord Woodhouselee, and, as far as I remember, no others, ex- 
cepting those of the Civil and Municipal Law. So that, if my 
learning be flimsy and inaccurate, the reader must have some 
compassion even for an idle workman who had so narrow a 
foundation to ‘build upon. If, however, it should ever fall to 
the lot of youth to peruse these pages — let such a reader re- 
member, that it is with the deepest regret that I recollect in 
my manhood the opportunities of learning which I neglected 
in my youth j that through every part of my literary career I 
have felt pinched and hampered by my own ignorance ; and 
that I would at this moment give half the reputation I have 
had the good fortune to acquire, if by doing so I could rest the 
remaining part upon a sound foimdation of learning and science. 

I imagine my father’s reason for sending me to so few classes 
in the College, was a desire that I should apply myself particu- 
larly to my legal studies. He had not determined whether I 
should fill the situation of an Advocate or a Writer ; but judi- 
ciously considering the technical knowledge of the latter to be 
useful at least, if not essential, to a barrister, he resolved I 
should serve the ordinary apprenticeship of five years to his 
own profession. I accordingly entered into indentures with 
my father about 1785-6, and entered upon the dry and barren 
wilderness of forms and conveyances. 

I cannot reproach myself with being entirely an idle appren- 
tice — far less, as the reader might reasonably have expected, 

“ A clerk foredoom’d my father’s soul to cross.” 
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TIic drudgery, iiuhnuU <>1 iho oiUtu' I dislikt'tl, and tiio cuidiun* 
iiLCnt I aUogntIuu* (l(<l.(*stcd ; }»id. I li>vr*d my iaihri*, ami I IVlt, 
tlio rational prido and pli'asnrtMd' naalrn’ing nu^dl m.idul tt» 
liim. I was anibit-ioim alsi>; and among luy nmupamnim m 
labour, tlio only way to gratify umlntion was tn laluuir hanl 
and wtdL Othor (dnmmstaiu'os rofomnlftl iu»* ui snim* lut'aMiro 
to tho conlhnnuunt. all<uvan<*<» for t-tgiy funuNlirti 

a littlo fund fortius mi^nns plaisirs of Un* turrul.iiimt hbraiy 
and tlin d?li(uit.r(\ ; and this was in> trilling inrouu^o to labom. 
Wlnui at'tually at tln^ oar, no nmn roiild pull it harden' than 1 ; 
and I nmunubi'r writing ujjwards of llftt fi»Iio pagt's with m» 
intorval oitiuu’ for food or rest. Again, iho lionrM id ufti-ml 
anno on tho oilic.o wtu’o liglitonrd iiy tho powor of t‘hoo>mg my 
own hooks, and roading ihiun in my own way, whndi tdtoii 
consistod in hoginning at tlm mitidio m* llm ond of a volnim’, 
A dcLU'ased friond, \vho was a fcdltiw-apprtudifo with mi% muni 
often to oxpiH'SH his mirpriso that, aftor smdi a luip .^top and 
jimi]) ]Ku*iisalj 1 know as much of tho hook as ho had hoini ahlo 
to atiqiiiro from reading it in the usual mnnimr. My dosk 
ally contained a Htoro of most misrtdlam’ous vohiim's, ospf'rtully 
works of fiction of every kind, whielt were my supn-me delight . 

I might except novels, uidess ilume of the hetter and higher 
class; for though I read many of them, ytd it was with nioie 
selection than might have been expected. d1u* whole demmy 
and Jenny tlessamy tribe I ahlmrrcd; iiml it reipured the art 
of Burney, or the feeling of Muckeiiy.ic, to hx mv utieiitu»n 
upon a domestic tale. But all that was mlvimturouH and 
romantic 1 devoured without mueh tliHcriiniimtion, am! I 
believe 1 have read us much uouseusit of this class us am iituii 
now living. Everytliing which touched on knight crniutry w m 
particularly acuieptable to luts and I soon iittiuiipt«nl ttt inulutf* 
what 1 80 greatly admired. My e(Torta» however^ were in the 
manner of the tale-teller, not of the hard. 

My greatest intimate, from the days of my mdimd liihg was 
Mr. *Jolm Irving, now a Writer to the Higimid W n lived near 


1 [In speaking of the High .Scliuol mrlcHl. Mr. Jnim Irving 
began early to collect old balladn, unci m my moiln*r cutihl rrprki n grriii 
many, he used to come ami leani Uuw* she cmihi a* liuit Hr 

used to get all the copies of thcHO ballads ho t?<»u!rh and mdi-ri ijs«’ *' 

riiese, no doubt, were among th« gerinn <»f acollnahm .4 inilladii In 
little yoluinoH, which, from the jiaiidwriting, hml Iwvu Imgmi ai viirlv 
period, and which is Htill proserviHl at AhlstUfurih And ii ihit 

at least as early a date immt he weribed to anotficr rnHrrmm ,4 imp- 
luimoroua stories In prose, Uto Pmny f m th*«v arr r^dp d bHII 

in high favour among the lower d&Mvn in Scutiimih wldrh Urn 
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I iim iniulviM’i.tuil.l}' let! in cnurouud whih* 1 t:tlk (if 

this nniioto ]nu’io(U for, hs I hiivc nu uoirs* it is iui|nissiijli' f(»r 
mo to L’(Oiu‘ml>o.r with arcuraov tin* pro^nss of Ntmlios^ if Hioy 
tleso.rvt*. l.lu^ nanus so irrcijulur and uusi’fllaiioouri. 

But about iho stH’oiul y(‘ar of luy api'nmt iro.hip, in\ IumIiU, 
which froui rajml growth anti otlnu* raiisrs, had Ih'oh iuthorlu 
rathor uuoori.aiu and dolicatis was alfoctod by ilu’ break intt »d’ 
a hh)()d-voss(‘l. Tin*. n‘giiiu*u I had toundm-go i»n this ofoastuu 
was far from agnssibh** It was spi'ing, and tin’ \\ eat hoc raw 
and oohl, yoi I was (‘oniuied to hed witli a hiuitio blanket, and 
blod and IdisUuHul till I soanady had a pulst' hdt. I had ail 
the appotiio of a growing lioy, Imf was pridubded any sust(' 
iiauco Imyoud wduit was absolute! y necessary for tln^ HU|j|»ori td‘ 

poetry, and would have givtsi Uio world to know hiiu; hut I tijul ver.v 
littlo actiuaiulauec. with any liKU’ary [H-ophs aud ntilt |o.%h with th*» j.:rnti v 
of the wcHt (‘smutry, the two set-s that he iiuwi fnn|neiifed, Mr 
Thomas tlruawm was at that tinu' a clerk i4 luy fadu’r'ii. tie knew 
Bums, aud promlHed to ask liiin to hm lodgings fo dinner. Init had jit» 
opportunity to keep his word, tJtherwlse I might have firm ni«»o- «»! thin 
distinguiHlmd man. Ah it was, I Haw him one ilay at the kite venerable 
I^rofcHHor ForguHHoidH, where thinn* were mweral gnulenieu td himuy 
roimtatiou, among whom I rememher die cetehrated Mr Ihigaid Stewart, 
Of course wo youngsttu's sati* slieut, looked uml liMiem d ‘fiie unlv thing 
I romonibor whicli was nuuarkalde in Burim* mamier> was do- lihVi 
duced upon him by aprintof Buidiury’s, n’preseiitmg a j%.ildi»‘i Iving ifead 
on tho snow, Ids dog sitting in misery on die one mde, on the other ht« 
widow, with a cliild in her arms, ‘rhesi’ lines were wtIUj-u Ih neath. 

‘ (’uM 0)1 t’luittilitni hUls, tif Mln«h*ii'« j4ai»i. 

ParlmiiH that uurtsit w«»i't ti^r #ol»li*tr mUut ; 

Host o'oi* hi»r linlM*. lo*r oyo ithaii<nr>ii| le nlfw , 
hlir <lroi»«, mlnginiir wiiti Uio milii tUs»Mr, 

(hvvo tho nrwiMjo of hia hiluro 

Thoohlht ofiilMofy hapUiti'it in lear»,‘ 

Burns sooinod much affected by the print, or rather the IdeiM which it 
Buggostod to his mind. lio actually shell tears, lie a«ked wlev^te the 
lines wore, and it ohanc.ed that imlmdy Imi myself remembered that ihry 
occur in a half-forgotten poem of banghorne's, called by the unpromising 
title of ‘Tho Justice of the IVmu*,* J wJiis|»ered iny inbfrnmtio}| tu a 
frioiul present, wlio mentioiicd it to Uunis, who rewarded me a b*^»k 
and a word, which, though of mere civility, I then received, and »cill rec 
olloct, with very great pleasure. . , , llin cimveimlkm esprr^^ed j«<rrect 
flolboonfldoncti, witluiut tiui slightest fin*Hiuiipiion. Aiming the men who 
wero tho most learniHl of their time and eomitrv» he v%i%rrmvd himwdf 
with perfect flrnmesa, but without the leasl intrusive f..rwardne^ . and 
wh(in ho diffored in opinion, he did not heBimie to eijpreiii* it llnidy, yet 
at tho same timo with modcHty, 1 do not rfonemtier any part of tii^ ciin- 
VGxmtlon diatiimUy enough to be (piobHl, nor did I evur mn< tuiii again, 
except m tho street, whuroho did nut rccugidmi int% I could not mtswt 
heahouldd’ — Xcfferfo J”. Cl L, lB27. j * 
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:in(l luodiciiin; Tor sinri^ that (iint*, {ill Itnnr 1 am imw writ - 
I iiavti {‘lijoyad a s(a{i‘ td’ tin* nm.sl r*«lii! a ln'.ihh, haviiaa 
only liiid 1.0 oiuiiplaiu ni‘ ooi-itsional tO’ 'aMiuarhu' 

affcuitions whi*n I juui' boon loii.^a {aKnr: rst ivi nr 

liavolivod too r.oiivi vial ly — tin* lalt^n' liauiivr Inm-u ni^tM atoialiy, 
thou^jfli not .habitually, tiu^ oiTor of my youili, aa tin* b»rim-r 
has boon oT luy advauciul lift*. 

JVIy fvamo ^;i’adually booaim* hardonod uitU mv I'Mur.ht ut ion, 
and boiiif< both tall and muHtuilar, 1 wan rafhor distiitnrrd than 
disabled by niy lauHun*sH. d'his juu'sonal di.Nad\ auLott* did mil 
provemt nio {rom iakiui; niurh oxendHo uu hor-.obatd^, au«l mak 
ini^long joiiviH‘ys on tbol, in tin* rourniMd' whndi 1 tdhuM\alkt*d 
from twout-y t.o thirty mih's a day. A iliNtiiud iuNt.im-t* or«*nrH 
to mo. 1 roiiumdu'r walkiiij^Mvitli poor *Jami‘M Uaiiis.u , my tid 
low-approntifo, now no morts and 1wt» iitln'r I'rnunbs tn bn-ak' 
fast: at l?rt*.stou{>auH. Wt* spent the binaioon in \itinint the 
ruins at; H(d.oii and ilm iielci of bait In at dinrd nt 

‘Prostoupans on iiltui hmldackH very Huniptufni.sly drank half 
a bottle of port (uuh, and return<‘«t in the (»vfmiri',r. ’fhoi t'ould 
not be less thim thirty miles, jior do I remmnb’r Iwuuk *d all 
fati^nied upon the oeeasioiid 

These exeursions on foot or liorsebaek fonm-tl bv far my 
most favourite amusemetd.* I have all my life drln*.d^ted lu 


1 [If ho Ih (|uite aceunito in rtderrtm^ i /Vr/*nv /m rh y 
his (Irst acquaintanon with tin* IlkdilioiilH !«» hn lUn-rmli iM*i 

(lout bolongH to the lirnt Hi*iuion of hin uppmiik-rdni*. list noftri hml, 
among a raihor mmioruUH lint of niKhluiid Ah-x^uh t «*l 

Iiivornaliyh, an (UiUmmiiKtlc Jueoljite, who hud Ktiriu. d Ui u rMimi. m 
earn and vigorous ohl ago, hiHartiverx|M‘t honvH in tUf mmin. rn-.u . f.-fh *4 
lYlfi and 1745. Ho luui, il appoarn, altruoti-d \V}i|n'r’s^uH* jiri*»n and udnd 
ration at a very early date ; for ho npoaks of having* “ wm him m 
and hoard liiin “ exult In i\n\ ]irospent of dmwliiK hn rUt\ m»»r? nem* 
before lie died,” when Haul Jom-s Uimiteiiod the drwivth hh Pdmhi«ri.*l 8 
whlcli oucurred in Siqdeiuher I77it T\u^ vnm’ doh-!it wiih ^%heh ihv 
young apprentifiii now lisleaed to Hie tiih^n of iUin lito' Mid r.ulv 

days, prodiKuul an liivlUitiou to Ids rt’Kldt'iiee auioiit-* He* 01 ** 110141111 , imd 
to this exciu’sion ho probably devtm*ci thn h‘w week?! *4 an 
vacation — whether In 17Hd or HH?, it in of no itrrut rMnarquuiip t* 
ascertain. It was, howewer, to bin anottml tu^k of enh»r*-m^ ilm * 1 , nr 
tlon of a hgal instnuneut agahmt some Miudnrrjifi, rrffrtrn.ry irniim.^ id 
Stewart of Appin, brotherdndnw to Invt'ntiih)‘l»', thui Heoii MWed Uin 
introduction to the scenery of the Lmly of tho b^ke. «» An id 

a sorgoant and six moii,” ho says, wa« obtaluml from n lUi^hlmul Itr.u * 
meut lying in Stirling, and the author, iheii a appreniir*- 

lent to the honouvahle situation of an attorney*! iderk, wm invri 4 t«?d with 
t.he exotsiliioii. The wm ird«‘4mi.dy a 

Plighland Sergeant Kite, full of stories of Unb iCnv iiml *4 hiiii»idf and 
a very good companion^* ItUrgduawn to /fob Mmj. -- Kn. j 
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castlo, I do not by any moans iuiVr that 1 was (load tu fho 
feoling of pioUims(|no nmifry ; un tho rt»u{ rary , iVw dotighh’ii 
more in its gcsmral oilVot Hut I ^vus imabb* wiUi tin* oy«^ td' a 
Xmintci’ to (liHHcct tho varioim parts of ih^ nrvuv, to otnupin 
heiid liow tlio ono boro upon tho (nbor, to ostimatt^ tlit* oilVt't 
wliicli various foaturos of tlu' vi(‘w hud in produrhig its h^ujl 
ing and general elTect I have novm\ indi‘rd, bt-rn cupalilo of 
doing this with preoiniou or iuoi*ty, though my IuUit studios 
have led me to amond and urrungo my (»ngimil itlr.m upon iIm' 
subject Even the huiuhlo unibitiutu wlueli I long rhrrodust 
of making skotduss of those plaot's whieh intiToutiMl nu*, from 
a defect of eye or of liaml was ti»(ally irndTocluaL Aftrr long 
study and many otTorts, I was \maldo Ui apply the olrnionlH of 
perspective or of shade to the aemm Ud'orn me, ami was 
obliged to rcdimpiish in despair an art wliieh I was tm»st 
anxious to })ractise. Jhrt shew me nn tdtl east It' tu* a thdtl of 
battle, and I was at home at onee, lilhul it. with its eoinbatiuils 
in their proper costume, and tna^rwlndminl my Innirors by tho 
enthusiasm of my dimcriptiom In evossing Magtm tmar 

St Andrews, the spirit moved im* to giv<^ n pirtitrt' of the 
asaasaination of tlie ArehhiHhop of Ht. Andrews to hoiih* 
fellow-travellers with wliom 1 was necitleulaUy asH«K‘iatiHh aiid 
one of them, though well maiuaiuttul with tho story, profont*»d 
my narrative had frighiemHl away his inghi h shu’p, 1 mon 
tion this to shew tho dislinetiun Imtwemi a wnso tif fho pirt 
ureaque in action and in seeuery. If I have uinee bnut iddo 
in poetry to trace with Home biuhu'hh the prior iplrs of the 
latter, it has always been with nderemu' Uk lln general lunl 
leading features, or under scmio alliauro with moral b-eliug; 
and even this proliciency him cumt me gUuly, -Meanwlnle t 
endeavoured to make arhandB for my ignaraiiee of ilnjwuig, by 
adopting a sort of technical memory renpecting tho Bi‘oni*u I 
visited. Wherever I went I cut a niwe of a bramdi friun ii 
tree — these constituted what I nillml ray log-lnaik ; iiful I 
intended to have a set of chessmen out of iheni, eiirli hiiving 
reference to tlie place wheroit was cut — im th«' kingsi from 
Falkland and Holy-Rood; the qiuHms from Qtmeu Mitry^w 
yew tree at Crookston ; the luHlums from abboys or 
palaces; the knights from bartnuiU r«»BidciiccB ; the rmkn from 
royal fortresses; and the pawns gmumilly frtna jdiw*r^ wf*rtliy 
of historical note. But this whimsical design I never c'lirriml 
into execution. 

With music it was oven worse than with planting. My 
mother was anxious we should at Umi barn rmhiUHty, but 
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ie iacurable defects of my voice and ear soon drove my 
;eaclier to despaird It is only by long practice that I have 
icquired the power of selecting or distinguishing melodies ; 
md although now few things delight or affect me more than a 
simple tune sung with feeling, yet I am sensible that even this 
htch of musical taste has only been gained by attention and 
labit, and, as it were, by my feeling of the words being asso- 
iiated with the tune. I have therefore been usually unsuc- 
iessful in composing words to a tune, although my friend Dr. 
Clarke, and other musical composers, have sometimes been 
ible to make a happy union between their music and my 
^oetrj. 

In othex points, howeyer, I began to make some amends for 
;lie irregularity of my education. It is well known that in 
Edinburgh one great spur to emulation among youthful stu- 
ients is in those associations called literary societies, formed not 
)nly for the purpose of debate, but of composition. These un- 
ioubtedly have some disadvantages, where ^ a bold, petulant, 
ind disputatious temper happens to be combined with consider- 
ible information and talent. Still, however, in order to such 
i person being actually spoiled by his mixing in such debates, 
lis talents must be of a very rare nature, or his effrontery 
nust be proof to every species of assault ; for there is gener- 
illy, in a well-selected society of this nature, talent suflicient 
;o meet the forwardest, and satire enough to penetrate the 
nost undaunted. I am particularly obliged to this sort of 
ilub for introducing me about my seventeenth year into the 
lociety which at one time I had entirely dropped ; for, from 
he time of my illness at college, I had had little or no inter- 
course with any of my class-companions, one or two only ex- 

1 The late Alexander Campbell, a warm-hearted man, and an enthusiast 
a Scottish music, which he sang most beautifully, had this ungrateful task 
tnposed on him. He was a man of many accomplishments, hut dashed 
7ith a Mzarrerie of temper which made them useless to their proprietor, 
le wrote several hooks — as a Tour in Scotland, &c. ; — and he made an 
dvantageous marriage, hut fell nevertheless into distressed circumstances, 
?hich I had the pleasure of relieving, if I could not remove. His sense of 
ratitude was very strong, and shewed itself oddly in one respect. He 
muld never allow that I had a bad ear ; but contended, that if I did not 
nderstand music, it was because I did not choose to learn it. But when 
e attended us in George’s Square, our neighbour, Lady Gumming, sent 
D beg the boys might not be all flogged precisely at the same hour, as, 
bough she had no doubt the punishment was deserved, the noise of the 
oncord was really dreadful. Robert was the only one of our family who 
ould sing, though my father was musical, and a performer on the violon- 
3 II 0 at the gentlemen^ s concerts. — 1826. 


and a ]K‘nH'.]jiicni tluil. vS(um ri|M‘m*d iut»« tai-t an«i “hsrrvat iuu td' 
cluivactoi*, nnuU'nul mv uii uiHH‘[diild(* rcMu|»atut»u tn matiy \omi^ 
moil wli(Jseac(|idv4ituniH in |diil(KS(»j»hy aiul.sfimu’f unn- udiiiihdy 
sii})orior to anything: I otnild hoasL 

lu tlio buiiiuoHH ot* tUuHo H(u*it‘tit*8 !<»{’ i IV as a mtaiihri' cd’ 
more than uuo HuoooHHividy — I oauimt Inju^t «d' haviut^ tuuth' 
any great iiguro. I m^vor wuh a guud sprakns unhsss u|»nu 
Bomo Hubjoot wliU'h Btnmgly uniiuultsl luy hsdiug.s; and, a.s I 
wan totally \uuu*<uiHtonuul t.o oompowitiou^ as utdl a,** n* tlu’ art 
of generaliHiug my ithsin iifuni any siii'jtsd, my littaary ('.ssays 
■were but very work. I iiov(‘r utttuajdcd tionn uuIos.h u Uru 
compoliod io (lo HO by th(‘ rt*gulutiouH cd itm stH-iidy* and tlnm 
1 wan like tlu^ Lord (d' (kislli* liackrout, \vltt» luts «»ldmt»d !t» 
cut down a troo to got a few laggota tt» htdl tin* kidU«* ; {«»r tlm 
quantity of poudoruim and niirn'idlanouiis kuouhslgo whndi I 
really poHHOHsed on many mibjtndH, wan md omsily i'ondouHiHL ur 
brought to bear upon the objoot I wi.shoif purtiruiarly t o bisamio 
master of. Yet there oeeurred <ipjMjrluuilioH wlom this odd 
lumber of my braii^ tmueoiatly that whudi wiw mmnortod wdti 
the recondite parts of luHtory, did mo, m llamtid nay a, •* yi*i>- 
man^s service.’’ My monuiry of ovouIh was liko ouo of'tbo 
large, old-fashiomKl HtumHUuuutnH tjf tlit‘ 'i’nrkH vory tlifliimll 
to load well and discharge, but making a jHiworfnl rfioot whoii 
by good ohance any object did o(nm» within rmigi* of Uh hU^u 
Such fortunate opportunities of mcjilnding witli idTini mam 
tainedmy literary cdiaracter among my cmn|iimitm8, with whom 
I soon met with great iudulgenoe and rogarft. d1io perHous 
with whom T chudly lived at tins {leritnl of my youth were 
William (Uork, already imniiioncdt dames Kdim»nn!inusi% of 
Newton; George Ahercromhy; Adam Fergussmu sou of the 
celebrated Frofosaor FerguasVitu ami who combined the Ughl^ 
est and most airy temper with the bcHtmul kimiciit i 

J olm Irving, already incntioued ; the I loiumnible Tli oiniw Ihmg ■ 
las, now Eai’l of Selkirk; David Bovled“ *iuul two iir ilirco 
others, who sometimes plimgett {Iwply into isUitif-H tuitl 
physics, and not imfrcqueutly “ tUifftsl tiie wcirhl asidi', ami 
bid it pass.” 

Looting back on those times, I oanmtt applaitd in ail re- 
spects the way in which tuir days were sjwnt. was tm* 

much idleness, and somotimoH too much convivuitUy ; Intt unr 
hearts were warm, our minds honourably Imut im kiHiwledge 
1 Now Lord Ju8tloo..{’lprk. -- 1820. 
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[ Iitt*mrv ilinhsMiiMU; mu\ it I, v*niiinit%‘ thr^ 
llu' \ni\is\ tiUI> U’ |w*riiUftr4 I«MS ■%'Sr 

Iitnit flu* fair auil rrinlitiibU’^ i35,«’air4 84 

t U» whirls wr it.Hpsrrd hi i«’U I ■:.mi ts.ii ^ •*■■■> 

MirrtH't luy furUH^t' r<*nt-ir »»! | 4 'a-Ii| 34 . I r -1 

srir K^rratlv u^VriMr f«« tH\ tu is.^ t v.> . 

l{>H(»|»hv HIkI l4hi’r hraSirlirn at f i 'Ar*' .•'•! ^ 
\\ltiiiHtt iuirrrf4f4, |m i-ii« 8 |nu«' a! a*.\* !. y- <*;. ■■?'» • t 

iwhnli^r UH jaiiclil ssiir s»iisnf-4isn %i-.% T.^rA 

.nil. lit Htl?i I HSiri’|iri!i«“ii l^rrllv Wi'll. I«n! ! ■ >r? ’ .-4.4 -a 

n, iiH siitirr llir*»iiS|,fl 4 my lsf«% I r^russr^ U^-r-. .u-^rti.rA 

ti'uU* i‘i' my triritda fri»st4 Ui*« ^4 in 

mm» wlurii iM’inUt m tlir tpprriitilijr |»lira«'r% f*'* «’"-»*■ ^ - 

V uftmi |iriiv«Hl liiisifiy ssi llsi^ Irtlisrp* ^iini ihn^ ilip- ^*4 
mu’utninunly rr^tsmtivt^ iisr-in«iry imA t4 i 

i Muiis*4iiii«‘>^ «is4rsi»imtii.l IcilliPir rurrnsj^if- 

him » j»rr^sim|4ytisi«i rrliiiiirp ilspin ® 

ww mlmiii*>«i lIsp prl«4sir'«ii«4 «f |:,4is4ni^'g^^ 44*:.%^ 

Siw'irHr^, In JAinmry l«y| h-x^^n « ';r-r%4t:4 

r lihraHaii ; mul lit ilip Kotr^nlwf m - 

t*titry itiiti trpwisri’r j all wl4«48 s? 54 ^i ^sir- 

'tni nil liin risfrfisl habits 4 iawlfiriiw, ilio linii 

,. 'rim kr|*i ill mlUM Uac. ^ ->.4 

lllUnithin iti Itm nf IlmrlttU, tml ihr j nlvr-w ^ 4 * 4*-^ -aU fv.‘s®f 

y h?tu»r«, n utraiiifp «‘^%rpW#*nr» ig» lii# * *.>4 

tniril lhi« wlillr- -a^ .4 rv 

luur with wilirll he? PIlIhrSHnl 11 # stl»|4^|, Ili!a4r Ias« -Sk is,%’ 

, j4jtj«nh*’r ihaii mmip wln^r- «« f«. fa-f 

ilr, l‘‘riiUri^ J»4lri’y» Pli Ihp flr?si nlghl s4 hi« -a.'. / \ f 

f'r, hi’iU'il Si‘i4l ri*a4 an Pimay nji l^allasl®, ii s. ■>.»«• 

ut’W lin'inlH-e, ihaf Up er'ainrftiiP'4 !.'«' li*’- Sit l 

:Mi I*n Uiiu llPSt PVPlllSill, ai9«i InjlH "in a 4r-n, «-Vj 

r mI UN faiisrr*^ |n t N^jaanf*’, ©Psf f-i -wiila 

kH,” fnnit wl»S<‘U ifjry ml 1**18 Hipsl tis n Satcin, '.5ir^4 a-i||-|w.i4 *1 *^ 1 iw If 
It niiM Ili<w**nui*ts’n»' 8 -inr'i 8 f i4 an U I’l 4^.,^-t‘^'sf-© 

I lltli> IfrliPltslahil*^ te^'lWr«m lUr l%%>» lisar^l 4»U3s|?aa%'%i?^«'>ii| toe?:, .4 * Vie 9-'«! 

|{| UihiiUuriih in^wlutps-^l in llirit lltitr, t sn#y .a4*l %u-£^ 4* 

nil rativ ilfu, ■Willi %%Ui*'U I mm im^-^nnT%l n-| a h%4% -i tk . m ' & •ri,H-... ' ,s 
Wiillpr hsni f}»»s »|4 l^i-sgtiss !*♦ ra^llrcl «rtii ,*4 iJir- mmf %h:.n£& ■•■■I ©, •;?-© 

iiinl Ittsiip l*N»«4n lliati »Ut?U'r# , ^ sn^ll |«|$i !<«;■* | ni-inei mm. 

UMiinifi r.iitti ij» i«, i,mh A ^iai ra^i -te I... *#'r 

n hhit Uv *44 IsiVrfitaU^ir^, ttoi»ni4r4 pjm$4 '^m a - I 

rllr; limt ^4t-sr«-r UiwAr^af ts|i« ll.r ^* 3 -xi;! 

-Ui I inUMl *'%|44l«4 KiHf.'i‘-s”r %|f35 fte‘.4tir© e V 5 <? ^ aiv:! 

il^fy *''K*ilp4 Pim aniiisiiis l^lr ftlsf? a|«-|sa»'’<}i?aisr'’ir . aH a 

y ttf M ftr4#n pUilr, 4r4*-,©4 a 

, wUrt unhmA itd.* hts 

lit a-inl e?aitiji'in*iil)‘ r«iitalnr4 i*i«U Uliis il««?ir nsiiii '«p.,v%a 


.Amidst tlieso studioH, and in this snririVi ilit' limn fif niy 
appreiiticJoaliip ola[)S(Ml ; and in or tin’n*alHHU.s, it hnraim' 

necessary that I should seriously eonsi(h‘r to whieh department 
of the law I was to attaeli myself. My father Uehavinl with 
the most panuital kindiH*ss, IleoiTered, if I pnd'ern'd his (ova 
profession^ immediately to take me. into jKirtnership with lum, 
which, though his busiiu^ss was nuu-h dimiaisheil, .still uhonhsl 
me an immediate prospect of a haudsimie imlepemhuiee. Hut. 
he did not disguise his wish tliut I sliould reliiupiisli tliis.sihm 
tion to my younger brother, ami emhraet\ the more amhitimm 
profession of the bar, I had little. luNsitaliou in makiug my 
choice — for I was never very fond of money ; and in otluu' 
particular do the professions admit of a isunparistm. ne.sith*.s, I 
knew and f(‘,li the inconva^niiMiees attaehed to that t»f a Writer; 
and .1 thought (like a young man) many of t hmu were •* iugenii^ 
non subounda moo.’^ ^ ^riu}app(‘arane«‘ of pt*r.sonaI depeutlemei' 


bed-tiino of this orderly family. Mr. Scott anHwenn! her repeuteil iu»iui - 
ries with a vaguoiioHS which irritated the huly'n feeling?* iimre and inert* ; 
until, at last, aUo could boar the. thing no longer ; hut one evening, jin^t uk 
she hoard tlio boll ring as for the stranger's eluur tu carry him etl, nmd«* 
her appearanoo within the forbidden parlour with a wilv«’r in her hand, 
observing, that she thought the gentlemen hml siu mi l»mg» ilnw wuuhl lu' 
the better of a dish of tea, ami liml veiiturcMl neeonlingly to bring SMinr^ 
for their aocoptauco. The stranger, a jwrwm td ilislinguiHjied appejmmee, 
and richly dressed, bowed to the Imly, and accepted a cup ; but her Ims 
band knit his brows, and ndustwl very coldly to partake the refreHliment. 
A moment afterwards the visitor withdn*\v--antl Mr. SctUt lifting up the 
window-sash, took the cup, which ho had left empty on the tnblt^ and 
tossed It out upon the pavement. The lady exclaimed for her iddna. but 
was put to silence by her Imshamrs saying, can forgive ymir Imle 
curiosity, madam, but you must pay tho penalty, i may admU into mv 
house, on a piece of biisiiiCHs, persons wholly unworthy u* treated m 
guests by my wife. Neither llj) of mo nor td mine t'omea after Mr. ^inr^ 
ray of Broughton’s,'’ This wtia iho unhappy man wh«t, after attending 
Prince Charles Stuart as his secretary thr<»«gh(mt the greater |»art *d Ioh 
expedition, condescended to redeem his own life autl fi^nutie by bearing 
evidence against tho uoblost of his late manu^r’s mlherenu, when 


“PjUtHl l>y hwrtu Ktlmariitw^k 4M 
Tho bravo, IWmorJHo, woro »» ihy ssMi* *' 


When confronted witli Slr.Iolin DouKliwtif Kedtuxnl (ftni-t-nt.irdf tlm Mur- 
quoss of QueonB'boriy), before the l*rlvy ('1)1111011 in Si, tin. nns 

oner -wna asked, “1)0 you know this wiinros?" •' N.u t." niwwl-n-d 
Bouglas I “ I once know a pomm who boro the <lc«iKimiiiin «.f Murray ..f 
Broughton — but that was a Rciitlomau and a man of hom.nr, and <mo 
that could hold up his head I >' 'rim Haueor Is-IoiikIi.s to JlroiiKhroti'a t.<«. 
cup chanced to bo preserved; and Waller bail nnulw j.riae.if It. Ko. 1 
1 Milton, Meff. Mb. I. • 1 
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i*-.|xsnrn n .^.n to » |!ai- ntifi 

|‘\iMli l»«i »4r5iS I !j«- SIS'll •M.rr'1inr4 lo t*'§| 

hdfi’T JiJMir 3»-f,4. !lo4n .i.n s|uaS«^ 

aUiil, lH’-'a'4«‘'i, I 1).^4 ’r*'$'?s m.Mn ii.l4 r i :|iij|4r.?i, wlolo 
f.itlo-r-5 -.-I, ihM Ihr utiiiM’d r\*-j I imi? 

« Iw'.’il ij»:.! fvi-j Ulit" f|*r #s>i<Sn «i| 

hr in r4!l*'4. .,;o-,i! r»v;, .so4 jj. *•■•;! o<?rt flr.il 

li tlsr IsHI s<| lo’) rfj. |.1i r S -1 I !o' |-^..U. I U 4,^4 

,|.*l ot list iirl4« 5r tM' i .r's .* |^isl...:« n | .» ,«. |j « ■ 8 , V. .i, s | i^r hus- 

fioli ;its4 . if « .ri fl;/4 f»‘i •,% hi* h m! tn% 

H»r.li4 Iurlr|-J Vif'ir ri* 5 ‘«'Ho4 .\i* 4, , .d?lr’^.44ii I 

li.l'ir l«Ioor4 ir.i, f.d!o4 *4 t!ir !4i«*ui?4 mI Isj'i 
^4 1^14 I n.irt |4.uuU 1.%A’ rro,u4 not on nMUp* 

ilffi if tt«' Iri4 .d?r'ia|4r4 to * ^4i4n« I Sil , ;in4 I li.il 

I th?^jt|4‘^*ust loi'i r jf I 4i4 ns4 Inin I-** I to* l*iis 

Isill ishjr-i'l ni% nloa|ir-5 « nr- ihrrr |a(^4 ^||i |^|*nil ni'4our 

?irVf'«riiin'r slut ni|« IIh'’ I «4H4, I I T*t'J 

r tiniiiil I'snir-^r §4 , Ihr lonmiin »»r r$^il L;i*4 %mu% 

i nhjrs'l of int ntt^'i&lsosi ?hr <«jn4, llo’ 3il«lisri|nil 
Sl4l;lll4 In llo' r»*Mf:ir *4 fr.rhn^f on |«4|| JmLjrri^s, I 
il4vsinl4|.^*? of lu » ^ nijani f nm v* *4 h firn Jis| 

f'lrrk, ii Isi-nn of llo'- 5i-* nlr^ 8nfs'll«’i I n iiin4 i.-soia-r 

'rliriifnon, iiml lo’ r'jr®- shakr fho f«-^| 

|l4o|rn^n h% «hnls lo' |.«r'rn |u?lo-rl‘»s I r .«lni4sr l|r*h 

nil l«* |«^ 43‘-5SsHfni?-?!ir4 |§s iho lis^-lsrnl 4«'|.frrr \\ r- i|t 

?ln« rt^$?nlnr rLrnnrfj *-4 K^.-ffi hrn -j lu lloi | aos^rmifii «4 
l-tli llir f i%d t,i^n « lo3»;if, fil|r4 },% ,\|| 

rr Imuifi WU^4il Iloil t§in*“' r»nn>l4r|'4^-4 n^r?/- 

irr Ifjr h%' it *»T<i5jns^t| Inisl ii«n'rr U'rss 

ir ininntioin iin4 n ►i.** ihrii m n ninlr ^4 4oin'^l«v 

Hroli’Is Irsi-luirfi ttr?r. #4 Mr jln«ii«\ 

I nndiinpo^ lo #«a-u|!it Ihnt «'/alnnliois fiilli sin isnirli 
H |niipi«4f jiati ii4t 1.0 ronniri I r-r^imnl ot «''r 

rrnlmir«f %%ilh U%% o»i!! In.iis4» noira lnk«^n III l||ir> 

i4 wlirn I Iniirr Itti4 rau-r.-iiAtirm !o llonn, I rnii 

tllrinnily iiilinisf^ Ihr |^•ilr•lrnlnnl mUtl rlrmur-m of 
nillrli %• lo I iir | ;ir4|»r|IMni! s4 tlir fnhfl*' 

uflliril nrigiimlH'' nn4ri llo* «3tf|rl«“s| mllisrjirrs of frn4al 
«fi, liliil iistiov altrftnig iisnl hr-oini lu .n|wni tin? 

4 ilsniri, of liiilnt,*®, rtii4 ol snn3«n"f^» unlsl il friM'iiililm 

nmil |feiirilv |snfll)' fniinNifs, |^nrili-’ 

itoli8^4 nipf «ltrrr4 4nrin|i llir ftiiri-rMnin of |#^l* it 

[ iiilililioiiJi nis4 f«iinlsii«nlion;Si, ^-rl niill ^tliiliiiiifu* mitti 

U «4 II* Illlll«|i4ll i, ill llift akili i.liti « l,«lMfll 
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of its founders, and (‘iiinilde td* l»‘iiiK atiulysiMl and iu;ul<’ (lit* 
subjeet of a nudluidical plan by ati andiitt-rJ vvlm oan innlrp 
stand tlio various stylos of fh<‘ dilToroat aip's in nlnrh it uas 
aubjeetod to alt(‘ratio*n. Such an archiiciU lias M\\ liunir hctui 
to tho law of Scotland, neither wandering into fant-ifnl and 
abatruso disquisitions, whiidi arc the !in>rc luopcr .^ad»jt-ii »d tUv 
antiquary, nor satislicil with |>n‘scntiicj: his pupib. a dry atnl 
undigested detail of tin* laws in their |)ri*sen( sl.ife, but nun- 
billing the past state cd' our legal einnUnienls with (he 
and tracing clearly aiul juditduusly the idiangea uhieh look 
place, and tlio {*anses wliiidi leil to them. 

Under those auspices, I etunineneed my h*gal sfndn-i. A 
little parlour was assigned me in my father^s Inume, uhirh was 
spacioua and eonvenimit, and I took the exehiMvt* poNHc^^Hion uf 
my now reahna with all the feedings of imvtdiy ami hbtu l v. 
Let me do justice to the only years of my life in which J applsetl 
to learning with stern, stinuly, and nmleviating indiHtrv, T\w 
rule of my friend (diwk and mvmdf was. that we .shmild inn! 
ually qualify oursedves for umi<*rgi»iug an eKumiiuitnui npim 
certain points of law every morning in tin* wet^, Sundays vk- 
cepted. This w^aa at iirst to have taken place altmnultdy ui 
each other’s houses, hut \ve soon diseovenul tlial my IrnuidV 
resolution was inadequate to severing him frtun bin eiundi at 
the early hour iixed for this exereiiaiitm. Accordingly, t 
agreed to go every morning to his houHc. which, !»cing at tlie 
extremity of ‘Princo’H vStrect, New '{'own, wim a ^\Hlk of two 
miles. With great punetuality, 1 him up to lii« 

task every morning liefore s(W"en oVliM’k, ami in flic cosirsi* m| 
two summers, went, hy way of (|m*Htioii ami nimw er, t hr«»ngh 
the whole of Heunecidus’s Analysis of ilm hiHiiiutivi and ran 
dects, as well as through thn smaUcr copy of Krskim'’s tnHii- 
tiitea of the Law of Heotland. This course nf study enabled \m 
bo pass with credit the usual trials, wldcdn by the' rcgnlatmius 
of the Faculty of Advocates, imist Im^ niulf‘rgoiic by everv ciui 
didate for admission into their body, ^ly fri«md Williain 
Clerk and X passed these ordeals on tim same days-' mymdv, 
the Civil Law trial on the L'ldth ihmc 17P1 ), am! flic Hrum Linv 
trial on the [0th July 17021 On the [ 1 1 th dhily 1702 j. wc Imih 
assumed the gown with airit4^ duties and honours. 

My progress in life during these two or three y«*iirs had b«eii 
gradually enlarging my mupiaintaneis and fimillfuling mv cue 
trance into good couqimiy. My father and nmihcr, alfcudy 
advanced in life, saw lit4.le society at ln»nit% exriq4ing tliiit 
of near relations, or upon particular cK»caiiionii, m that I waa 
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Walter H(M)Tt, ih*'. I'ldt'sl* snij »>{ lujUrii td S.itul\ 
ainmars to liavo boon iho fir.sl. (d’ lht* Wuiuh thut a.lM|*hMi 

a town V\i'Vi ov auv'lhiui^ (‘laiiuiiii^ lu l»o i'laN:»r<i auM‘n*: tin* 
loaniml pvolbssums. Uis branch ui' the law, h..up\ri\ r*»uia 
not in days bo advantaKcnnsly |»rnst*cutr»l \wf hnuf 
aivo oouiinxioiKM in the oouuiry ; his uwii wrrr !»mi rtvi|HM taidc 
not to bo of muidi s(‘rvi(a* i<» him in his callnm, and they 
cnltivatod aooordhij^ly. His prolVssijmal iu KM.\burt:]i' 

shiro ami Etivick Forest wore, in the ot hm ht«% \oi v 

lTO<Btont; ami though ho was never sup|»nM'd (u havt* any 
thiotiu'o oitluH’ of roiuantu' or poetry in his ornn|»ositi*»n» lie 
retauuul to tlio last a warm anVeftim tor inn ualne ili^tiiel, 
with a oortaiu robiei-uut llavotir td' tin* <»ld leeliin^s ami [O'eju 
tlio.OH of tlu^ Bordt*v(‘i‘. I have litth* to adil U* Sir ISaller's 
short ami nmiund-ful noiioo of his lather, oxerpt tiial I have 
lioard it c.oniirim'd hy the bxsiimony of many less partial 
obsorvors. “ llo from the t*nulh* to Ih** grave,*' says 

liis dauglitoiMudaw, Mrs. Thomas Soott, ‘Mvillumt niakueg an 
cuumiy or losing a friond. Hi' was a most atTi'idionafe patent, 
and if lio diseouragod, rather than otherwise, his mma early 
devotion to tlio ])urHuits wliieli led him to I In* height *d bier 
ary ominoueo, it was only hoeauso ho ilid not uinler.Htand what 
BUcli things meant, and oonsidored it his duty to keep his 
yoimg man to that patli in whieh good sense ami imin.Hirv 
might, Immanly Hjioaking, ho thought sure of suree,Hs.'* We 
have, aeeording to William Clerk, a very aeon rate representa 
tion of the old gmithuuan in the older Fnirfiinl td Uedgnuni 
let; and ilievo is as little doulit that Walter dri'W' tr»»in hiinstdf 
in the younger Fairford, and from Ids friend t1erk ui the 
Darsie Latiinor of that, t.alix 

ITis mother was short of stature, and hy im im-ufis eotnely, 
at least after the days of liov early youth, 'rim phy.Hiognimiy 
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of the poet bore, if their portraits may be trusted, no resem- 
blance to either of his parents ; while, on the other hand, a 
very strong likeness to him is observable in the pictures both 
of the shrewd farmer and sportsman, Eobert of Sandy-Knowe, 
and of the venerable Jacobite, Beardie, But Scott^s mother, 
there is no doubt, was, in talents as well as tastes, superior to 
her husband. She had strong powers of observation, with a 
lively relish for the humorous, and was noted for her skill in 
story-telling. She had, moreover, like Irving’s mother, a love 
of ancient ballads and Scotch traditions and legends of all 
sorts, and her Calvinistic prejudices did not save her from the 
worship of Shakspeare. Her sister, Christian Eutherford, 
appears to have been still more accomplished ; and as she was 
comparatively young, the intimacy between hfer and her nephew 
was more like what occurs commonly between a youth and an 
elder sister. In the house of his uncle, Dr. Eutherford, Scott 
must have had access, from his earliest days, to a scientific 
and scholarlike circle of society. His own parents, too, were, 
as we have seen, personal friends of John Home, the author 
of Douglas, at whose villa near Edinburgh young Walter was 
a frequent visitor: but, above all, his intimacy with the son 
of Dr. Adam Eergusson, the moralist and historian, who was 
then one of the chief ornaments of the University, afforded 
easy opportunity of mixing, in as far as his ambition might 
gradually aspire, with the most intellectxial and cultivated 
society of his native place. It was under that roof that he 
conversed with Burns when in his seventeenth year. 

I shall only add to what he sets down on the subject of his 
early academical studies, that in this, as in almost every case, 
he appears to have underrated his own attainments. He had, 
indeed, no pretensions to the name of an extensive, far less of 
an accurate, Latin scholar ; but he could read, I believe, any 
Latin author, of any age, so as to catch without difficulty his 
meaning; and although his favourite Latin poet, as well as 
historian, in later days, was Buchanan, he had preserved, or 
subsequently acquired, a strong relish for some others of more 
ancient date. I may mention, in particular, Lucan and Clau- 
dian. The autobiography has informed us of the early period 
at which he enjoyed the real Tasso and Ariosto. I presume 
he had at least as soon as this enabled himself to read Gil 
Bias in the original ; and, in all probability, we may refer to 
the same time of his life, or one not much later, his acquisition 
of as much Spanish as served for the Guerras Civiles de Gre- 
nada, Lazarillo de Tormes, and, above all, Don Quixote* He 
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read all those lan.icua.ires in aHor liiV wifh abmit tiu* saut*- t’aril^ 
ity, I iiovor but t)iu‘0 lu*art{ him atttuupt tn auy o[ 

tliCMii, and that wiis ^vlu*u soiui* oi' the ftairt it*r.s *d rh.uhvH X, 
camo to AbbotsfonU mum al’tj’r that uulnminah* (U'iuri* Umk 
\ip hLs nvsuleiicc ioi* tlio Htuaiiul tinit'at ! lolynmtlhtMiM*. ^ hnul 
ing that one or two of llumo. goiitiomfii rinihl api-ak iiu KiigliNli 
at all, ho inado soim*. (dl’ortH io amu.so (hoia iu tlour iouj lau^ 
guago after the (diampagno had la‘fn pasHiit); bri’dAly mund 
the table; and I was amused next uuanimr with tlie rxproi- 
sion of oiuM^f tlio party, wlun allmliug tn ihi'SMrt reuiliULr 
in whioli Sir VValhu* stauned to have chiefly iH‘cupi»*i| htuiHidi; 
said — llfoii Diou! t^omnu^ il eslmpiait, etifrc dcu\ wiis, le 
FrauQaia du bou siiu^ dt' »I(dnville td’ all Ihc.-se fuugucH, an 
of (rorman aome.wliat laUu% In* aequirt‘d as mtirh as was uctnl 
ful for hi.s own jiurpostss, (jf whieli a eritu-al Htudy <»!* auv 
foreign language made at no time* any part, lii them he 
sought for imddents, and he foiuul images ; Inil for the treaH-^ 
iires of diction he was eonteni in ilig on Hritish soil. hiul 
all he wanted in the old wells t)r " Knglish undehlrd.’* and the 
still living, though fast shrinking, waters uf that smter nlnnm 
which had not always, as he tlattered liimsidf, deserved IIh* 
name of a dialect. 

As may be said, I bcdUwo, with |M*rreet truth id every real I v 
great man, Scott was Belf-odueated in t'vi*ry bratieh of kimwl 
edge which he ever turned to arctmni in' itio woikn of iim 
genius — and he has hiinmdf t(»ld im that his r«^al wm-e 

those lonely and desultory onoH of which he h;m given a ropy 
in the first chapter of Waverh'y* when^ the hen* is rcprcjimted 
as driving through the sea of lHH>ks, like n ve,^Mi4 without 
pilot or riulder ; tliat is to say, obeying nothing hut tln^ .strong 
breath of native inclination, ^rhe^ /iVmir^ thduib of ilsat chap* 
ter may all be considered as autobiograpliical. 

In all the studies of the two or three ycarM pr«‘rt^diiig hii4 
call to the bar, his chief assmuate wim VVilliiun lltTk; iind* 
indeed, of all tlie connexions lu^ formed in life, I mm dmiht 
if there was one to whom he owed more. He al wayji iHmiinmnl 
to say that Clerk was unsurpasHoil in strength aiul liiuiieiimis 
of faculties, by any man he had ever converBeil witli fitndlmrly ; 
and though he has left no literary monument wliaievcr betiiml 
him, he was from youtly to a goml ohl iige imleratigiihlt'* in 
study and rivalled, I belicwe, by very few of Ids cmileiii|M»riv 
ries, either in the variety or acxmraey of his imipiiriHi kn^wb 
edge. He entered siealcmsljr from the first into idl Hc«di*n 
antiquarian pursuits, and lie it was who mainly aichnl lunl »tim^ 
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ated Mm throughout the few years which he did deyoto to 
s proper training for the profession of tho bar. JJut these 
ere not all the obligations; it was Olerk that hrst or mainly 
rakened his social ambition ; it was ho tliat drew 
e company of his father’s apprentices, and taught lum to 
36 abo^e their clubs and festivities, and the rough irregular 
tbits of all their intervals of relaxation. It was probably 
iiy raucli in consequence of the tacit intluoiico of this tic tJuit 
5 resolved on following the upper and more precar ioius branch 
his profession^ instead of that in which his father s olilost 
n had, if he chose, the certain prospect of early indepoiidcuci^, 
id every likelihood of a plentiful fortune in the end. 

Yet both in his adoption, soon after that friendship began, 
a somewhat superior tone of manners and habits generailyj 
id in his ultimate decision for the bar, as well as in his stren- 
)us x^reparation during a considerable space of time for that 
xeer, there is little question that another influence must have 
)werfiilly co-operated. Of the few early letters of Scott that 
LYe been preserved, almost all are addressed to Clerk, who 
,ys, “I ascribe my little handful to a sort of instinctive pro- 
letic sense of his future greatness ; — but a great mass of 
bters addressed to Scott himself, during his early years, arc 
ill in being, and they are important documents in his liistoryj 
r, as Southey well remarks, letters often tell morc^ of the 
laracter of the man they are to be read by than of him wlio 
rites them. Throughout all these, then, there occurs no 
larse or even jocular suggestion as to the conduct of Scott in 
.at particular, as to which most youths of his then age are so 
)t to lay up stores of self-reproach. In that season of hot and 
ipetuous blood he may not have escaped quite blameless ; but 
have the concurrent testimony of all the most intimate among 
s surviving associates, that he was remarkably free from such 
discretions ; that while his high sense of honour shielded him 
om the remotest dream of tampering with female innocence, 
i had an instinctive delicacy about him which made him re- 
lil with utter disgust from low and vulgar debaucheries. His 
iends, I have heard more than one of them confess, used often 
rally him on the coldness of his nature. By degrees they 
scovered that he had, from almost the dawn of the passions, 
lerished a secret attachment, which continued, through all 
,e most perilous stage of life, to act as a romantic charm in 


feguard of virtue. This was the early and innocent affection 
which we owe the tenderest pages, not only of Eedgauntlet, 
Lt of the Lay of the Last Minstrel, and of Eokeby. In all of 
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these works the heroine lias <-erfain .lislinelive IVutures. .Imwu 
haiintuifj (Irt'aui tu his luatily 


in Mr. WilliHiii rirrk, tliat 


from one and tlie saiuo. 
eence. , . 

It was about 1700, accortlujit , . | . 

Scott was observed to lay aside tl.a .•afelessness not t.. huv 
slovenliness, as to dress, wldelt used .. lurtiish n.atler l..r jok 
ing at the beginning of their aequamlaiiee. I le ii.m di.l him 
self more justice in those little matters, beeauie l.md .d mixing 
in general female society, amU an lim invnd lU U- 

gan to set iip for a stiuirc oi daiucs. 

His personal a 2 )j)caran(‘c at tins turn* \^uh Ui*t 
A lady of high rank, who widl nuumidH^rH him in tin* (Mil 
Assembly Booms, soys, Young WaltiT Si‘i4t warn u ruumly 
creature,'"' ^ He liad outgnnvn Iht' s 5 llh>^vm^HH i*! I'urly Ui heuliln 
and bad afresh brilliant complcxum. IUh vyvn wvtv v\mr, 
open, and well set, with a changtdul nubiuim, to whirh IvhU 
of tlxemost pefect regularity ami whitemuH li-nt tlmir iiwmiimc«s 
while the noble expanse and eli*vntiim td the brow to tliii 
whole aspect a dignity far alxovi* llni cliariit of uivtv frnlurri^. 
His smile was always dcliglitful; and I run euuily funry ihf 
peculiar intermixture of tendeniesH and gravity, with |i!iiyfii! 
innocent hilarity and Immour in the ex|»r«%^fiiMn, iia iMung well 
calculated to fix a fair lady's eye. His %ttre, exerpiing the 
blemish in one limb, must in those days hiivt* IwHai rmin«mlly 
handsome ; tall, much above tin* uhuiU standard, it wiw «"iwi in 
the very mould of a young Hc’rcnles; the lieml md ««n w'ifh 
singular grace, the throat and chest iift(»r the truest <d 

the antique, the hands delicately hnished ; tin’ whuh^ mtlhim 
that of extraordinary vigour, wiUicnit m yet a tourh id rhinmi** 
ness. When he had ac(|uired a litth* faeiiily of ntnuiif^, Ins 
conversation must have been sueli aseiuthl have disjs^inied w itli 
any exterior advantages, and certainly hnnighi swift fitneue- 
ness for the one imkindneas of nature. I have heimt him, m 
talking of this part of his life, say, with an imdt niinplirity i«f 
look and tone, which those who were fiuutliar with liiiii run fill 
in for themselves — ^^It was a pnnul niglit with me witru ! 
first found that a pretty young woniau cnmld think it wurili h«^r 
while to sit and talk with me, hour after hour, in a e«*rner id 
the ball-room, while all the world were eajawitig in tiiir view.** 

^ I believe, however, that the pretty young woitsan Imre 
cially alluded to, had occAXpied hiE ationliori kifore he ever iim 
peared in the Edhxburgh Assembly licKUim, orimy of liin friemla 
took note of him as setting up for a ii|uiru of clwum** I havt* 

^ The late Duchess CauntWi of 
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that their acquaintance began in the G-reyfriars 
d, where rain beginning to fall one Sunday as tlie 
Lon were dispersing, Scott happened to olfer his uin- 
i the tender being accepted, so ese-orted the lady of 
nantle to her residence, which joroved to be at no great 
rom his own.^ To return from church together had, it 
)wn into something like a custom before tliey mot in 
i*s, Scott being of the party. It then appeared that 
le lady's mother had been companions in their youth, 
oth living secludedly, they had scarcely seen each 
nany years ; and the two matrons now renewed their 
tercourse. But no acquaintance ax^pears to have ox- 
'een the fathers of the young people, until things had. 
in appearance farther than met the a]Dprobatiou of 
]Jlerk to the Signet. 

bware that the young lady — Margaret, daughter of 
and Lady Jane Stuart Belches of InverinajT-, had 
of fortune far above his son's, Mr, Scott conceived it 
0 give her parents warning that he observed a degree 
y which, if allowed to go on, might involve the x>ar- 
n and disappointment. He had heard his son talk of 
►lated excursion to the part of the country in which 
hour's estates lay, and not doubting that Walter's 
t was different from that which he announced, intro- 
Lself with a frank statement that he wished no such 
noceed, without the express sanction of those most 
in the happiness of persons as yet too young to calcu- 
X^uences for themselves. — The northern Baronet had 
ling of the young apprentice's intended excursion, and 
bo treat the whole business very lightly. He thanked 
for his scrupulous attention — but added, that he 
lie was mistaken 5 and this paternal interference, 
Iter did not hear of till long afterwards, produced no 
his relations with the object of his growing attach- 

leither the power nor the wish to give in detail the 
this story. It is sufficient to say, at present, that 
ad through several years nourished the dream of an 
union with this lady, his hopes terminated in her 
Tied to the late Sir William Borbes, of Pitsligo, Bar- 

)f his latest essays we read — “ There have been instances of 
eing favourably received in England, when told under an 
id in the middle of a shower.” — Miscellaneous Prose WorlcSy 
390 . 
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oiiGt, a gentleman et- the highest charnel i*i\ te whom Htime nlTee.- 
tioiuito alluHioiiH (uu'ur in one of thc^ gr(*at<».st al' his workn* and 
wh()liv(5(l to iu*.t th(» part, of a most gt‘nt‘rous Iritnnl to his oarly 
rival tlmmgliont tlie anxieUen ami disinssses ot iHLMi anti IKL7. 
The actual dispersion (d‘ the rumaniie vision ami its imm«Hliate 
coiisoqiiencoH will he meniioutul in dm* time. 

Kedgauntlet shadows very distinctly many eireuinstanees 
connected with the lirst graml step in tlie protessitmal history 
of Alan hairford. The real t/wais, howev<*r» wms on the Title 
of the Pandects, (.ftnHTniuKj the iUHjfumtl af (hr lirtul uf 

(Jrwdndi^. It was dcdii'uted (I dotdit md. hy the 4'arefnl la™ 
thcr’s adviiu'.) to hi.s friend and nt'ighlMUir in th'orge's Sqnart^ 
Macqiicen of Ilraxfiehh Lord rlusticcd ’lerk |or Lresitlent of 
the Hii])reme Criminal (’oiirt) of Scotlaml, hamr was present 
at Alan’s “hit chack of dinner,” and the old 1‘lerk tif the Sig- 
net was veny joyous on tln^ oceiwion. 

I have often heard both lUm and Dume laugh over I heir 
reminiscences of the import^iut day when they put m the 
gown.^^ After the ceremony was cmiijiIeUnl, ami they had 
mingled for some time with the crow'il ()f barristers in tlm 
Outer Court, Scott said to his comriuhn mimiektug the air fuid 
tone of a Highland lass waiting at the (*nwH of Edinburgh to 
he hired for the harvest work — “ WeVe stood here an hemr by 
the Tron, hinny, and dchl a ana ban Hpeeretl ourjjrice/’ Home 
friendly solicitor, however, gave him a guinea nm InTore the 
Court rose; and as they walked tlown tlm High Htreet together, 
he said to Mr. Clerk, in passing a hosier's shop- * in a 

sort of a wedding-day, Willie ; I think I must go in and buy 
me a now night-capP^ ffe diil so accordingly ; hut liin first fee 
of any canse(j nonce was expended on a silver ta|ii^r stand for 
his mother, which tlie old Imly used to |wdnfc t-o with great 
satisfaction, as it stood on hc^r chimnay-piece hvtHamhtwenty 
years afterwards. 

The friends had assumed the gown only the day laTore the 
Court of Hossion rose for the autumn \“amitiom and J^'«itt 
appears to have CHoaped immediately afterwardi tn the fmnil 
iar scenery of Kelso, where his kind uncle the retired 

East Indian Captain, had acquired the pretty villa «if Hcmiv 
bank, overhanging the Tweed. Ha hod on a former cMtca«ion 
made m excursion intoNorthumharlimd m far m FkuUUnu atid 
given, in a letter to Mr. Clerk, the results of a chmo in«!H»ction 
of that famous battlo-lblcl. Ha now induml hi^ luirla to 
accompany him in another Northumbrian exjMidition, which 
extended to Hexham, where the grand Haxon wm 
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boon scon in the district. — -(ho tirst, indrtnh that evtn* a|»|H‘arnl 
there was a dvivon by vSetitt hiniS(*U liit* a part nl hi » uay> 
when oil the last of tlo'sc hovcmi oxctirsintis. I'litTc w as u.t um 
nor publie-lionso of any kind in (he whole valh*y ; tfie i ravrllns 
passed from tin*, sln'pliord’s hut to the luini.strr’a au*l 

again from the elioorful iMJSpitality (d' the man^o lo (ht* rMindi 
and jolly weleomuof the homesteufl; gatherimr* uherever they 
wont, songs and tmu'Si and ueeasinually more taie.td»h' irln-.s 
of antiquity — oven siudi ^‘a rnwth of aiihl nieknaektU '* as 
Ihims aserihos to (?uptaiu (h*n,se. 'fo tio'se ramhloH Siott 
owed imu’li of the luuXerials (»!’ his Min:Urfd.sy of the llrur- 
der;'^ and not less of tliat intimate a<M{iiaintaaee with the liv- 
ing maniiersof tlu*S(* nusophistieateil regions^ uhieh I'ouHtiiiiteH 
the chief charm (d' <»iie (d’ tlit* most (dtanuiie^ of his prosit 
works. Hut how soon lu^ had any deliuitt* ui»jeet hefore hiia 
ill his rosoarc.lK's, seems vmy dtuditfuL lit* was noiA/ii* him- 
sell the time/’ naid Mr. Shurtreu'd ; hnt lie ilitlna ken ma^ he 
what ho was about till years had passed: At first he liiuught 

little, I dare say, but thc^ ([Utn»nH*ss ami the fun/' 

In those days,*’ says the Mmnoramluiu Indore me, advo- 
cates were not so plenty— at least ulH»ut Liddesiiale; ^ ami 
the worthy BhorifF^auhslitute goes on to desenln* the smt of 
bustle, not immixed with alarim proiiueed at the first fame 
house they visited (Willie Klliot's at MilHmniholma ultra Um 
honest man was informed of the nuality of omi itf his gaenis. 
When they dismountoil, imeordingiy% ht^ nsudved ihv stranger 
with great ceremony, ami iuHisteif n|Km himsidf leading his 
horse to the stable. Hliortroml lu'compaiiietl Wiling however* 
and the latter, after taking a (Itdilnn-ate peep at HmU, '^nut hv 
the edge of the door-adieek,’^ whispered* ** Weid, Uolaiu ! Kay* 
de’il hae x\m if Ts he a bit feareil hw him now; he^ jtiKt a 
chield like oursolvcH, 1 thinkd’ IIulhimlo/,en d«igs of atl 
degrees had already gathered round **thtt ml viral *%*' ami \m 
way of returning tlieir eomplimmiis had set Willie ut hin ea^e. 

According to Mr. Hhurtroed, thk gombmiin of Mtlllmriamlm 
was the great original of Dandie Dimmmt. \w mnnm to 
have been the iirst of tliene upland Mhmqih-farmi»rs tliat Heof t 
ever knew, there can be little doubt that he sat for itoim» parts 
of that inimitable portraiture; and it ia cairtitin that the Jamen 

1 1 am obliged to Mr. Mm Klliot Hhortm^l* for mmm of 

Qis father s oonversatioris on this siibjwt, I Itnui* howiwer* tiianv iseittir- 
tuuities of hearing Mr. Hhortroed‘s atorles from hte own Htw, hmUm ortni 
been undcu-hla hoapitable roof In company with HIr Waller, who, la ihf^ 
last, was his old friend's guest whauevor buiiin^ Uwk him Ui JiHlimrih* 
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that it had boon i‘ohd>ratod fur iifty ytsiw ns iiunn intnl 
sobriety than (Uiv in tlu* j‘:iinsli. fljivijiu" diun* dun Ih- 
imr to VVisdoia, ilu\v a^uin jmanitnd. and jaasssHliHl man- nn, 
and moor to Homo (dhor t‘t|ualiy lic»s|d!ahh‘ luaslor ui I ho pij. 

mo! ’’ Hays Sluuimuh *‘sir an ondloMs* fuml hunumr Ui; 
drollery as ho then had wP him ! Nevm* tvn siiids hnt wo wtv 
either laughinK^ or roaring and singing. WhiTrver we sUgtjit,', 
howhrawlio lie Huitiul himHol’ \u e\ervl«uly ! He ay <lid ^ 
thelavodid; never iiuulo hiiiiser I he great mam or tiiok miy iHi 
in the company. l’v<‘Heen him in a* mo«uiH in tliene jaunt) 
grave and gay,’ daft ami Herimi.s, sober and drunk (tiua. ho\^ 
over, ev(m in our wihh'Hi rambles, was but vurrj imt. drun; 
or sober, he wais ay tlu* gentleman, tli* lonkni exeea.sivoh 
liea.vy and stii})id when he was yhn, but hv \sm nevt^r otU t: 
giulediuiuour.^’ 

On reaching, om^ (‘vtudng, m»me f or oilier (I Ion 

get the name) among those wilderuesHc^H, tliey fiumd ii kiiitl!'^ 
reception as usual ; lait to their agreeable Hurprme. al'lt^r mnii\ 
days of hard living, a meimured and orderly • ImspiUility ii| 
respected licpior. Hoon after sti[>per, at whieh a iHitileof elder, 
berry 'vviuo alone had been prutluced, ayoutig stinlentof diviin 
ity, who liapponed to bc^ in the limme, wim ealled uimii to tiiku 
the ^‘big }ia* Bible,” in the ginnl old fiiahioii of Hattir.. 

day Night; and some ]U*ogress Imd lava already mmle in the 
service, wlioii the goodman of the fiirnn whtwe *» teinliniey wm 
soporiiicV^ scandalised his wdfe* and the duiniide hy starting 
suddenly from his knees, and rubbing bis eye^i, wdth a iteiitn. 
rian exciamation of “ By-—, lH‘re*H the at las! \ ’* mnl in 
tumlded, as lu^ spaki^ tin* word, a emipie of sturdy henlsmen, 
whom, on hearing a day before <»f the adviH'ate s appioaelung 
visit, lie had dispatelunl to a eertniu smuggler's hfuud* at stuue 
considerable distance, in (|nt'Ht oi a HU]»ply of run bmndy from 
the Solway Frith, ^riie puum ’♦ejcerci.Ho ”of th«* luniwdiold w 
hojielessly inlevrujited. With u ihoimand iiiJologm^ for liin 
hitherto shabby eutertaimuant, tld.s jollv Klliot, or Armitrong, 
had the welcome krg irunuitetl on the iaide wdilioitl a tmnmmVu 
delay, — and gentle ami simple, not forgetting the dominie, 
continued carousing about it until dayliglit streamed in iqmn 
the party. Hir Walter Heott neltiom hiiltHh when I mw him in 
company with his LiddesdtiJe aarn|jiinifm, to mimiu tlm utidden 
outburst of his old host, on hearing the idattar of hor^oi* 
which he know to indicate the arrival of the keg ---the eon- 
sternation of the dame— and the rueful ile»|iair witfi wbioh 
the young clergyman closed the liouk. 
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s 0\V(*n (>i ^ urrmi I t»i < .inuir. un 

j inu‘s ii' it rui'knu, l»% \\.iiCi»u ,j » t lu* 

al(i(‘Ht^l){’«‘inH'n (»!“ Kiii^lish \vvsr\ :t t raii>l;it imii, *■ \^s a -aiulr 
man iu Di'voiishirr,” uf Ww <lralh siui- nf lU ^nn ; 

andtlio boaul-ihil quatrain ninit!<Ml in (Irav’ . KU' . 

“'rilflMJ Mt‘att(‘rftl uf{, thr JMrlir.J fU IIh* \r.tl.” A--. 

After thin we liavt^ an Utiliun ean/otir( mu th»- [nji *rNM| bhit* 
(^yoH (wliieh wen* nnieh in i'avtuir al this 1nu»M ; annal j. i -.r . 
of etymoloi^ies fnun l>ueaniu*; nmuim iimum mJ untr . mu thr 
Morte Artiiur; (*xtraets i'laini tin* InHik-. ul VbjMurna! alMuit 
Danio fiuiu't I>(‘ai{»u, (he Laily “f IlranxMiur nt tltr |.,i> mI (hr 
[jast Minstn'l, ainl la*r hushaiul '* Sir \\ ait‘‘r SriUt m| Ihu « ii‘nrh, 
('.ailed IVtdrd Hn/A* " other estraels aliMut uUeht'.iarel (.ui jr .; 
various ('outlets {’roni Hall's Satires; a pas^aa* (rtnu Alh.tmu; 

on t.ln^ S(‘eond Si]^;ht, with extraets irt»in Auhi«-\ ;ne[ 
(Hauville ; a ‘‘ liist of Mallads fn he disetuntMl or rt*eM\Mifni ; ” 
(ixtracts from (Jmu’iu di' Mont.^lave; and alter niau\ nioro 
aiiiiilar cntri(‘S, a tabh* of iht' I\Ia*.Ho-(MitlHe» AneJ'^SaxMH and 
liniiie. alphabets ; — with a luurtli seetitm, lieaded ftrt'Htna, IhU. 
loft l)hud<. 

In Novemlun* 1792, St'ott. atid t‘lerk iiettan tlndr regular at 
tondaiu'.e at Uu'. Ihirliamtud. Hoiisi*, and Se»ui, to use Mr. t dork's 
words, “ l)y and by erept itdtt a tolerable share of sjudi 
as imiy be* <^xp('e|.ed i’roin a writer’.s eonnexiou.** fly thi * we 
am to'uude.rstund tliat In' was etnpkwed fnau tiuu* to tuat* bv 
his fatluu', and probjibly a lew otlier solieihu's, lu (hat dre.n v 
ev(n'y-day taskwork, ehieily of joiq^ written and 

other 1 ) 0 pcM'H Tor tlu^ on wddeh yontnr eunnsellMr i mI tlie 

Se.oieh Harwaux' tlnui ('Xpeeled to ]»esto\v a ip'eat dixd id f risible 
for very seanty iHsuiniarv nmnunwatituu ami with sean-idy a 
cliaiuu^ of iindiuK rt'servoxl for their hands any matter that 
could olunt tln^ dis]ilay of Huperi(u* luM»whslm* or maliW itand 
ing. H(^ liad also his part, in the eastxs of persims 'amnj m 
forma pauperis ; hut how lilile impmlant tlaise ilmt i-aiae tu 
hifi sliave wens and Innv slender was the ijnpriveii»»n they h;nl 
left on luH mind, wu' may jj^aiher from a note on Utalitannlhd, 
wherein he si^nifu'H his (hnihis wdietlun^ In* really Inni ever been 
engaged in what lu^ has e('rlaiidy nmdt* the enanr tuPhrr t»f 
Poor Peter PeehleH. 

But he soon bt'canu^ m famotiH for his povviws of ntorv lidling 
among the lawyers of tin*- (hit(*rd Icamf*, as he had lieeit aiii*un-s 
the cumipanions of his liigh^SehooI days. The plaee when- 
theso idlers mostly eongn^gab'd was ealled, it seetits, by a uame 
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wMch sufficiently marks the date — it was The Mountain, Here, 
as Roger North says of the Court of King’s Bench in his early 
day^ there was more news than law ; ” — here hour after hour 
passed away^ month after month, and year after year, in the 
interchange of light-hearted merriment among a circle of young 
men, more than one of whom, in after times, attained the 
highest honours of the profession. Among the most intimate 
of Scott’s daily associates from this time, and during all his 
subsequent attendance at the Bar, were, besides various since 
eminent persons that have been already named, the first legal 
antiquary of our time in Scotland, Mr, Thomas Thomson, and 
William Erskine, afterwards Lord Kinedder. Mr. Clerk re- 
members complaining one morning on finding the group con- 
vulsed with laughter, that Duns Scotus had been forestalling 
him in a good story, which he had communicated privately the 
day before — adding, moreover, that his friend had not only 
stolen, but disguised it. ^^Why,” answered he, skilfully 
waving the main charge, ^^this is always the way with the 
Baronet,'^ He is continually saying that I change his stories, 
whereas in fact I only put a cocked hat on their heads, and 
stick a cane into their hands — to make them fit for going into 
company.” 

Some interest had been excited in Edinburgh as to the rising 
literature of Germany, by an essay of Mackenzie’s in 1778, 
and a subsequent version of The Robbers, by Mr. Tytler (Lord 
Woodliouselee). About Christmas 1792, a German class was 
formed under a Dr. Willick, which included Scott, Clerk, 
Thomson, and Erskine; all of whom soon qualified them- 
selves to taste the beauties of Schiller and Goethe in the 
original. This class contributed greatly to Scott’s familiarity 
with Erskine; a familiarity which grew into one of the 
warmest and closest of his friendships. All the others above 
named, except Erskine, were by descent and connexion 
Whigs ; and though x;)olitics never shook the affection of any 
of these early companions, the events and controversies of the 
immediately ensuing years could not but disturb, more or less, 
the social habits of young barristers who adopted opposite 
views on the French Revolution and the policy of Pitt. On 
such subjects Erskine entirely sympathised with Scott; and 
though in many respects, indeed in strength of mind and 
character, and in the general turn of opinion and manners, 

^ ^ Duns Scotus was an old college-club nickname for Walter Scott, a 
tribute to bis love of antiquities. Clerk was with the same set the Baro- 
net^ as belonging to the family of the Baronets of Pennycuick. 
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others of luH oonl,(‘ui})nrai‘it‘S must alwuvs hav.* simuuimI ihr 
inoro liki^ly to suit: Waltrr Scoit, Krskinr lu-.-mua ami <Min- 
timiod (luring flu‘- brij^htast part of his lib- to be, th*' iu*arrst 
and most aoiilidciitial of all his Kdiiiburdi assMnatr,.. N,.r 
can it be doui)t(Ml that lie okoitIsimI, at ila* arii\»‘ piaiod wy 
havtMiovv mie-hcd, a. vary iuipt»rtaiil inibuuici* t.u lu.. truuMrs 
literary tasi^es, and t‘spt‘i*ially <ui his (i<‘rmaii ^;l^dil^s. William 
Erskiue was the. sou oi' an Kpisenpaliau <*h‘re:vmaii in I’tulh 
shii'o, of a i^ood raiuily^but lar iriuii \Vfabh\. lii* had rmavrd 
his early tuUie.ation ;it {Mas^^ow, wIhuh* ha was bnardi'd umlw 
the roof ol* Andrtuv Maedonahl, the author ot \ imoiuhu who 
thou oiiie.iattul a.s miuisttu’ to a. small i*onLU’‘‘p*‘ti«»u ot Kpisropa 
liau iioue.ouformist-s. Eroiii this uutort imati* but vrn iujaaiiouM 
inaUj Erskiiui laid diuavcah in boyhood, a^ sirouv; pa^.siou Inr tdd 
Eiip^lish lit(U'atur(‘, more especdally the i'di/abethan dranmiists; 
whieli, hovvevau*, In*, e.ombined with a far livtdirr reli:.h lor the 
claHsicsorautiqtuty than either Seottair his masters rrpo.'.Nesard. 
From tlie. bofjfiuuiuf^t aee.ordiuidy, Seoit had in Ih’skim* a mold 
tor who, ontoriufjf most warmly into his taste lor uatnuial lore 
— the lito of the past — and the holil ami pieiures«|ur style of 

the orif(inal Euglish seinxd- »was eoustaully urjdn'; llie advair^ 

ta.gOH to he derivt^d I’rom eomhiniug with its varied and maseu. 
lino breadth of didineatiou Hindi attention to the mim»r graees 
of arraugenieut and dietion as might eomdliate the iadiditms 
uesR of modern tasU*. Direct eti, as Setifl mainl\ uas in the 
ultimate (hdermiiiat.ioii of his literary ambiliomln tln^ *'xample 
of the great foiuiderH td‘ ilu‘ tb*rjnan drama aini n»manee, he 
appears to luive run at lirsfc no trivial hazard of adopting the 
extra vagane.eH, both of thought and language, wldidi ln» tound 
ble.nded in their works witli siudi a eapti\ating di gday td 
genius, and gmdus muployed on suhjeels so mueh in niuson 
with tiui di‘t‘p{‘st of his own juvenile prinlileetions. Hia 
Fidoudly eaitie was just as well as deliiNilei and se\«'rily as 
to the mingled ahsurditit'S and vulgarities id' (oTinan deiaib 
eommanded delilunutt^ attrition from one who admired not less 
outlmsiaHtieally than IniuHeU' the sublimity and pathos of lus 
new favourib^H. 

In Mare.h, 1793, when the*. Dourt rose, In* priweeded into tbillo 
way, in ord(U’ to inalu*. liimHi*ir majuainted with tin* c'ase of a 
eertain lUw. Mr. IVENaiighi. minister of Dirthoin whoso friab 
ondiargf^H of liahitual drunki*nneHS, singing of lewd and pro 
fane songs, daneing and toying at a penny wedding with a 
“sweetie wif(‘^^ (that is, an itim’rant vmider of ginger!»read, 
&c.), and, moreover, of lu-omoting irregular murriage .4 m a 
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OfiiiHO, (uu’ric-tl ior tin* llrsl, niid 1 hu* tin* hist 

tiiiio, into till' sci'iiory oi his (lo^N Miuuu*riio',' ; ;nul :.t’\rral ui 
tUo luuuos of tlu‘- uiiiior (*hara(*t(‘rs of tin* iinvrl lor 

examph^) a.jijKnir in llu^ list of witnrssrs. 

li’ ])ro(auIiiig autumn forms a rnuarkahh* |M«inl in his 
liistory, as ilrst. introihuuni,^ liim to tho mannors t«l' iho uihirr 
J^oi'dtu* (‘.ouiitry, thu s\iiuim‘r whioh followofi loi{ tranvi of 
ecpitil iniportauia'. Ut': iluai visitoil scano of tiio liursl thrU riots 
of Stirliiigshiri'. a.nil Portlnsliiro; ami imt in tho juToui.aa'V 
man 11 ei* of his mon*. hoyisii oxiMslitions luil taking tip his rt*si 
(loiico for a wcM'k or ton days in suofossitui at tho }annl\ i rsi 
(1(UUH‘S of sovmul of his youni": allies <if 77/0 Mtituiftna, and 
from tluaKH^ fanuliarisinii; himself at leisure with the rniintrv 
ami th(i peoph*. round ahout. In this way he linuerefl suum- 
timo at 'rullihoily, tlu^ seat of the father of Sir Ualph Aher 
eromby, a.nd grandfather of his friend Cieorvu* Aben'rtaid»\ ; 
and hoard from tin* old gmithuiuuds own lips the narr:tti\e of 
a journoy wliieh lie luul been ohlif^ed to make to the retreat of 
Hob Jioy. The vonmubh* laird told hi»w he was reeeived by 
tlic oatorau “ with muoh eourlesy," in a eavern <‘xar(ly ,sueh as 
that of Bean Lmn ; dined on eul!o])s eut from some of ids i»wu 
eattlo, whioli rtaaignised ban^iu.U by their lusds frmu the 
rocky roof biyoml ; and rid.unied in all safe! \\ after eomdudine 

abarf^miuof black-VKtil-- in virfm* of whieh annua! payment, 

Hob Hoy guarauteod tin' future setmrUy of his herds against , 
not Ivis own followers merely, hut all iVeebootors whate\er. 
Scott iH'.xt visited his frimid Kdmonstouma at N(*u!juua Iteanli 
fill seat clos(^ to the ruins of the once maunilii'ent rattle of 
Douno, and heard anotluu* aged geuMemans vivid reiudleiUions 
of all that liapjieiied ilu're wlnm .loiin Uoiiu% the author of 
Douglas, and other llauovmdau prisoners, eseupetl from the 
Iligliiaml garrison in ITdo. Prota*eding towards the soureos 
of the Teith, lie, was naa^ivtal for the first, time under a Hffd' 
•which, in siibHe({ncut years, he rt‘gularly revisifod, that «d 
another of his associales, Ibudiauan, the xuntng Laird of t*am 
busmorc. It was thus that the seeuery of Loeli KalrimM-ame 
to 1)0 HO associated wdlh ^Mhe reeolleetitm of many a dear 
friend and merry ('xjiedition of former days/' that to‘ e« impn.nr 
tlio Lady of tlio Lako wuh “a lahmir of loVo. anti nn wi In 
recall the luaiincvH ai\d iiu-idoiits inirtiihin-il." • It wan .n 1 art 
ing froia tlio Haiiio lioiiso, wlioii the [lociii itsidf had ui:wh< 
some pi'0grGH.s, tliat ho put to tlio tonl. I.ho pniolicahiiil v of ritl 
ing from the hankH of I,o(di Voiiiiaohar In l|u' Ca.'ilh' of Slirliiig 
^ Introduetiun to Thr 4m///. 
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Lthin the brief space wliicli be bad assigned to Pitz- James’s 
rey Bayard, after tlie duel witb Eoderick Dbii i and tlie prin- 
pal land-marks in the description of that fiery progress are 
many hospitable mansions, all familiar to him at the same 
jriod : — Blair drummond, the residence of Lord Kaimes ; 
3htertyre, that of John Ramsay, the scholar and antiquary 
ow best remembered for his kind and sagacious advice to 
irns) ; and “the lofty brow of ancient Kier,” the fine seat of 
e chief family of the name of Stirling j from which, to say 
thing of remoter objects, the prospect has on one hand the 
ck of “ Snowdon,” and in front the field of Bannockburn. 
Another resting place was Craighall, in Perthshire, the seat 
the Rattrays, a family related to Mr. Clerk, who accompar 
3d him. From the position of this striking place, as Mr. 
erk at once perceived, and as the author afterwards confessed 
him, that of TuUy-VeoIan was faithfully copied; though in 
B description of the house itself, and its gardens, many 
dures were adopted from Bruntsfield and Ravelstone. Mr. 
Brk told me that he went through the first chapters of Wav- 
ey without more than a vague suspicion of the new novelist ; 
fc that when he read the arrival at Tully-Veolan, his suspicion 
,s converted into certainty, and he handed the book to a 
nmon friend of his and the author’s, saying, “This is 
Dtt’s — and I’ll lay a bet you’ll find such and such things in 
5 next chapter.” I hope to be forgiven for mentioning the 
cumstance that flashed conviction. In the course of a ride 
m Craighall, they had both become considerably fagged and 
ited, and Clerk, seeing the smoke of a dachan a little way 
‘ore them, ejaculated — “ Plow agreeable if we should here 
I in with one of those signposts where a red lion predomi- 
;es over a punch-bowl!” The phrase happened to tickle 
)tt’s fancy — he often introduced it on similar occasions 
erwards — and at the distance of twenty years Mr. Clerk 
3 at no loss to recognise an old acquaintance in the “ huge 
br ” which “ predominates ” over the stone basin in the 
rtyard of Baron Bradwardine. 

. believe the longest stay was at Meigle in Forfarshire, the 
t of Patrick Murray of Simprim, whose passion for antiq- 
les, especially military antiquities, had peculiarly endeared 
1 both to Scott and Clerk. ITere Adam Fergusson, too, 
j of the party ; and I have often heard them each and all 
bU on the thousand scenes of adventure and merriment 
ich diversified that visit. In the village churchyard, close 
eath Mr. Murray’s gardens, tradition still points out the 
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tomb of Quoon Guouov(‘r; ami tlw wimlf distiit*! alnmuclH in 
objects of Jiintoricul iiitereHt. Amiilnt thmu iUvy aiHMiK thiur 
wandering days, while their evtmiiigH [»asHtnl iu thi» juytniH 
festivity of a wealthy yovnig brndiehaAn eHtuldisluimut, nr 
sometimes under the roofs of rndglihours less ndintHl than 
their host, tlie BalmatvhappieH of tlu^ Unies of Angus. From 
Moigle they made a trip to UuuotUir ('astU% the ruiim (»r the 
huge old lortress of the Earls Murisidsalh and it was in the 
churohyai’d of that place that Seott then saw for the hrst 
and. last time Teter ratersmu the Wxhni Uhi MutiniHii, Ho 
and Mr. Walker, tlie ininistt^r of tlie parish, ftauul tht^ potir 
man refoshing the c*])itaphH on tlm tcualm of i'eriuiti i’amero- 
mans who liad fallen undm* the oppressions uf «fatnes the 
Secotid’s brief insanity, ihdng invitiul into tlu^ iiuinse after 
dinner to take a glass of whisky |nineli, ** to whieli la* wim 
supposed to Imve no objeotions/’ ha joined the ininisteFs {flirty 
accordingly ; but “ he was in biul humour/' naya and, U> 

use his own phrase, had no freedom for mmvmmdiotu Ilia 

S irit had been sorely vexed by hearing, in a ca^rtain Alw^rtk^ 
an kirk, the psalmody dircKtel by a piUdopip or Home 
similar instrument, whiek was to Old MorUdity the alKunimv 
tion of abominationi.” 

It was also while he had his hciadciuarters at Mingle at this 
tone, that Scott visited for the lirst time Ohrmmhi the reiii- 
dance of the Baris of Btrathmare, by far the uablent HiiiKnmeu 
of the real feudal castle, entire tyid {M^rfiK!t, that Inu! m yet 
come under Ms inspeotiou. What its aspect was whrm he iirit 
saw it, and how grievously he limuiiitel the ehatigti it had 
undergone when lie revisited it some years afterwards, ha him 
recorded in one of the most striking paiwigen of hii Eswy on 
Landscape Gardening. 

The night he spent at the yet unprofanml Glammb in ITShl 
was, as he tails us in his Demonolo^, one of the imt la^riodi 
distant from each other at which li© could recmilect t!X{Miri>» 
eaoing <nhat degree of superatitioui awe which hii country- 
men call “ After a hoqt-itabk riiception from the 

late Pater Proctor, seneschid of ttm owile, I wm e0tidticfciiii/^ 
he says, ^^to my apartment in a distant pait of thii building, 

I must own, that when I heard door after door after my 
conductor had retired, I began to oonildir inytelf m too far 
from the living, and somewliat too near tea dmd/^ But 
on© of his notes on Waverley touchci a oerteia not uiuffimrtiuit 
part of the stoiy more distinctly; ter w§ mo there mformod, 
that the $ilv0T osar of Tully-Veoliyo, the poi^oHuM 
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preceding one: tlio (iorman cIuhb reanmoil tlu'ir rtiUhig.s; Scott 
spoke in his debating club on the (luestiotiH of I'arliumciiUiry 
lleform and the Inviolability of tlie I’ersnu of tbo l''irMt Magin- 
trato; his love-affair eontiniuvl on tiu' same footing us before; 
— and for the rest, like the young hercK's in Uedgiumtb't, he 
"swept the boards of the Parliamt'ut House with the skirts of 
his gown; laugliod, and nuule others huigli; drank claret at 
Bayle’s, Fortune’s, and Walker’s, and ate oysters in the Cov- 
enant Close.” On his desk “the new luivel most in repute lay 
snugly intrenched beneath Stair's Institute, <tr an opiui volume 
of Decisions;” and his dreHsing-toble Wiis lith-red witli “tild 
play-bills, letters respecting a meeting of the faculty, Rules 
of the Speculative, Hyllubua of hectares -—all tlie miseellane- 
ous contents of a young mlvoeate’s pimket, wbiidi mmlaius 
everything hut briefs and bank-notes.” Ilis professional tK-eu 
pation was still very slender; but he took a lively inU'rest in 
the proceedings of the oriniitml court, and more esiKHnally in 
those ai'ising out of the troubled state of tlie public finding as 
to politics. 

In the spring of 1794 I find him writing to his friends in 
Roxburghshire with groat exultation akmt the " giKul spirit” 
manifesting itself among tlie upjier classes of the eitixens of 
Edinburgh, and above all, the organisation of a regiment of 
volunteers, in whioh his brother Thomas was enrolled as a 
grenadier, while, as he remarks, his own “unfortunate infirm- 
ity” ooudemned him to be “a mere spectator of the drills.” 
In the course of the same year, tlie plan of a corps of volun- 
teer light horse was started; and if the recollection of Mr. 
Skene be accurate, the suggestion originany prociHHletl from 
Scott himself, who certainly had a prinoipal share in its sulme- 
quent success. He writes to his uncle at Rosebank, requesting 
him to be on the look-out for a “ strong gelding, such as would 
suit a stalwart dragoon;” and intimating his intention to 
part with his oollootion of Scottish coins, rather than not lie 
mounted to his mind. The corps, however, was not organisetl 
for some time ; and in the meanwhile he had an opiwrtunity 
of displaying his zeal in a mmaner whioh Captain Boott hy no 
means considered as so respeotable. 

A party of Irish medio^ students began, towards the end 
of April, to make themselves remarkable H the Edinburgh 
Theatre, where they mustered in a particular comer of the pit, 
and lost no opportunity of insulting tiie Ijoya'ists of the boxes, 
by calling for revolutionary tunes, applauding every speech 
that ooultt bear a seditious meaning, ana drowning the national 



«ani lic»u»^ ^iirinlv^ 4ti4 m fiu*‘c«v-i 

ikm cif ili»liirltsiilsrrfi* iIh^ «'|ii^irrp| wah l« lliri* 

irsiil l»y rofii|*'il., H*"*?!! rM?sf$jnri|siis» iUnmr^ 
lia jafi'iiik ' mml |l■sfll^l|.urTl un llis^ Uniipf mgh% 

in fr«<tni «if tli*^ |nl* iirninl m%ih ^ii4 

litaniiiniMl U* Imva mm l^r IH «1 ^mh- |44)«-4 vutlMml 

tlte-mifiiinti* Imt uniiic in full rli«»fit^ l*%- l«.ih mul 

Thn Irii-ilitnpn wrrp tm%dy n! llir ,4 ||«. 

fithnin. Tliny rliinp^l nm llinr supl 

liair ahiilaliilw ; 14 ^twi n^illtp piisnral, nini nriw®% « 


ttd imm rriii4nfl» Ilia tnwyar^ Irsi^rlli isi 

nf tli«^ lial«l tii wrilliiff l»i Hiiiij^riiii ^ l«‘w iLaia 



66 


LIFE OF mt WALTEJt ^C'OZT. 


again, and say, - " Yoa, it la too good, \mmn, and (hmli a tu. 
bier of cold water into Ins pliito. It >8 t'my, lUerefore, X 
imagine with wliat rigidity hi' inimt have onftmoHl tlio ult^X 
Catholic severities whieh marked, in those daya, the y«arty X 
half-yearly re<«af of the desoeudaiita of John Knox. 
writes: — “I want the aasiatance of your eliKiuiuico to 
vince my honoured father that nature did not jhiuui me eithX 
for a vagabond or traveUing nmn-Jiant, when she honoured 
with the wandering propensity lately «« eimai.icuously d| ^ 
played. I saw Dr. It. yesterday, who la well. I did n^^^, 
choose to intrude upon the little lady, this being sermon weejj. « 
for the same reason we are looking very religious and ve)..5 
sour at home. However, it is with mme/t^k mdon les rdgl^^ 
that in proportion as they are pure themselves, they are 6)^* 
titled to render uncomfortable those whom they consider ^ 
less perfect.” 

If his father had some reason to complain of want of ardo^ 
as to the weightier matters of the law, it proWdy gave hit^ : 
little consolation to hear, in June 1796, of his apiKiintmeut to 
one of the curators of the Advocates’ Libraxy, an ofliee alway^ 
reserved for those members of the fc'aoulty who have the rept^^ 
tation of superior zeal in literary affmra. He hatl for co^ 
leagues David Hume, the Professor of Boots Law, and Malcoh^j^ 
Laing, the historian ; and hia diseharp of hb functions must 
have given satisfaction, for I find him further nominated, ii^ 
March 1796, together with Mr. Eobert Cay, — an atseomplishe^ 
gentleman, afterwards Judge of the Admiral^ Court in Scot, 
land — to “put the Pacul^’s oabiuot of mwlala in propet 
arrangement.” From the first assumption of the gown, h© 
had been accustomed to simnd many or hb hours in the low- 
gloomy vaults under the Parliament House, which then formed 
the only receptacle for their literary and antiquarian collec- 
tions. This habit, it may be supposed, grew by what it fed 
on. MSS. can only be oonsulted within the library, and his 
Highland and border raids were tsonstantiy supf^ting inquiries 
as to ancient local history and legends, whleh touW nowhere 
else have been pursued with equal advantiiat. He I»eeame an 
adept in the deciphering of old deeds* and whoever Mamines 
the rich treasure of the MaoFarlan. MSB., and otitew service- 
able for the illustration of Soofcoh topography and genealogy, 
will, I am told, soon become fstmillar wi^ the marks of his 
early pencil. His reputation for skill in tuoh researches 
reached George Chalmers, the oelebtaWl aatiquary, then 
engaged in the preparation of hb Oaledtmia. They met at 
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staiit; — Mr. Boll Hiuilod on lioariug tlio objcft of thoir visit, 
and poiniiiiK' to a c.loHot, at the oornor of his library, batlo 
Walter enter and choose. I'^roin a woll-fnrnishod inuaeum of 
mortality, ho aoloctod forthwith what sMinod to him the hand- 
somest slcull and pair of crosabones it eoutidnod, and wrappiug 
them in his handkerchief, carried the forinitlable bundle homo 
to Qeorge’s Square. The trophies were immediately tiiounUid 
on the top of his little bookcmae; and when Wood visitcul liim, 
after many years of aba(Mico from this country, he fouiul them 
in possession of a similar position in his d«(saing-rootn at 
Abbotsford. 

All this occurred in the beginning of April ITlMi. A few 
days afterwards Scott went to pay a visit at a country house, 
wliore ho expected to meet the “lady of hia love.’ Jane 
Anne Granstomi was in the secret 'of hia attachment, and 
knew, that however dt)id)tful might be Mias Stuart’s feeling 
on that subject, she had a high adminition of Hcott’a abilities, 
and often corresponded with liim on litoraty matters ; so, after 
he had left Edinburgh, it occurred to her that she might per- 
haps forward his views in this quarter, by presenting him in 
the character of a printed author. Williain Erskiue being 
called in to her councils, a few copies of the ballad wore 
forthwith thrown off in the moat elegant style, and one, richly 
bound and blazoned, followed Scott in the course of a few days 
to the country. The voraos wore read and approved of, and 
Miss Cranstoun at least flattered herself that he had not made 
his first appearance in ty pos to no purpose.' 

In autumn he saw again his favourite haunts in Perthshire 
and Forfarshire, — among others, the residence of Miss Htunrtj 
and that his reception was not adequate to his exj^tatiotm, 
may bo gathered from some expressions in a letter addressed 
to him when at Montrose by his oonfidMite, Miss Oranstoun : 
— “ Dear Scott,” — (she says) — "I bless the gotls for oonduct- 
ing your poor dear soul safely to Perth. When I consider 
the wilds, the forests, the lakes, tlie rocks — and the spirits 
in which you must have whisnered to their startled echoes, it 
amazeth me how you esc^ed. Had you but dismissed your 
little squire and Earwig [a pony], and spent a few days as 
Orl^do would have done, aU posterily might have profited 
by it } but to trot quietly away, without so much m one stenxa 
to Despair — never talk bo me of love agfdn^ — never, never, 
never 1 I am dying for yout oolleotion of exploits. When 

' This rtory was told by tho Countess of Puiptall on hw dMth>bed to 
^Captain Basil Hall. Seo Ills Seklou ETain^ld, p. ». 
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had owed liis copy of Bhrger to a young gentlcwouuin of high 
German blood, who in 1705 bocamo the wife of Ida trimid and 
chief Hugh Scott of Harden. She was daughter of Count 
Brtlhl of JVTartkirchen, long Saxon ambaaamlor at tht' Court 
of St. Jamoa’.a, by his wife Aluicria, (UmuU'as-Dowagor of 
Egremont. The young kinsman wim iutroilucetl to her hchiu 
after her arrival at Mertoun, ami his atUudiiuent to (Jernuui 
studies excited her attention and iuteroat. The ballad cd' the 
Wild Huntsman appears to have lieen oxernUHl iluriug the 
month that preceded his first publication ; and ho wms thenco- 
forth engaged in a succession of versions from the clramas i)f 
Meier and IfHaml, several of whitdi are still extant in his MH., 
marked 17iKi and 171)7. Tluwe are all in prosB like their 
originals; but ho also versified at the same tune some lyrical 
fragments of Goethe, as, for example, the Morhwddan Hallari, 
“What yonder glimmers so white on the mountain 7 ’’and the 
song from Olaudina von Villa Bella. He consulted his friend 
at Mertoun on all these essays; and I have often heanl him 
say, that among those many “ obligatioua of a distant date 
which remained impressed on his memory, Jifter a life stwnt 
in a constant interohange of friendship and kindness,’* he 
counted not as the least the lady’s frankness in correcting 
his Scottioiams, and more espeoially his Boottish rhtfnusa. 

His obligations to this lady wore indeed various; but I 
doubt, after all, whether these were the mtmt important. He 
used to say, that she was the first teaman of rent faah km that 
tooJc Mm up ; that she used the privileges of her sex amt sta- 
tion in the truest spirit of kindness: set him right as to a 
thousand little trifles, which no one else would have ventured 
to notice ; and, in short, did for him what no one hut an ele- 
gant woman can do for a youn^ man, whose early days have 
been spent in narrow and provinoid circles. “ When I first 
saw Sir Walter,” she writes to me, “ he was about four or five 
and twenty, but looked much younger. He seemed bashful and 
awkward; but there were from, the first such gleams of suwi- 
rior sense and spirit in hia oonversation, that I was httrdly 
surprised when, after our acquaintance had ripened a little, 
I felt myself to be talking with a man of ganius. H« wa* 
most modest about himself, and shewed his little pieoM appar- 
ently without any oonsoiousness that they could p^mass any 
claim on particular attention. Nothing so way and good- 
humoured as the way in which he reoeived any mats I might 
offer, when he seemed to be tampering with liie King’s English. 
I remember particularly how he laughed at himself, wh«i I 
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He liimself atl)ril)utes this to the contemporaneous appearance 
of so many otlnu* translations from Lenorc. I wms (H)klly 
received/’ ho says, “hy strangers, but my repuUtiou began 
rather to increase among my own friends ; and on the whole 
I was more bent to shew the world that it had neglected some- 
thing worth notice than to be affronted by its indifference; 
or rather, to speak candidly, I found pleasant in the literary 
labours in which I had almost by accident iKU’ome enmvged, 
and laboured leas in the hope of pleasing otherst thougli cer- 
tainly without despair of doing so, than in pursuit of a now 
and agreeable amusemont to myselh” 

III his Geniuui studioH, Hcott accuurod, about this time, 
another assistant in Mr. vSkene of Hubislaw — a gentleman 
considerably his junior, who had just returned to Hcothmd 
from a rosideuce of several years in Saxony. Their hnuluess 
for the same literature, with Bcott’a eagarness to profit by 
his new acquaintance’s superior attainment in it, opened an 
intercourse which general similarity of tastes, and I venture 
to add, in many of the most important features of cbaracfcnr, 
soon ripened into the familiarity of a tender friendship — An 
intimacy/’ Mr. Skene says, in a paper before me, “ of which 
I shall ever think with so much pnde — a friendship so pure 
and cordial as to have been able to withstand all the viciisi- 
tudes of nearly forty years, without ever having sustained 
even a casual chill from unkind thought or word/’ Mr, Skane 
adds — “During the whole progress of his varied life, to that 
eminent station which he could not but feel he at length hold 
in the estimation, not of his countrymen alone, but of the 
whole world, I never could perceive the slightest shade of 
variance from tliat simplicity of character with which he 
impressed me on the first hour of our meeting/’ 

Among the common tastes which served to anit these friends 
together, was their love of horsemimship, in which, m in all 
other manly* exercises, Skene highly excelled ; and the fmm of 
a French invasion becoming every day more serious, their 
thoughts were turned with corresponding zmX to the projeol of 
mounted volunteers. “The London Light-horse bad set the 
example,” says Mr. Skene; “but in truth it was to SciotVs 
ardour that this force in the Korth owed ite oripn. UmW©, 
by reason of his lameness, to serve amonpt hm friends on 
foot, he had nothing for it but to rouse the spirit of the mc^ 
trooper, with which he readily inspired all vmo posaasied 
means of substituting the sabre for the musket/’ On the 14^ 
February 1797, these friends and many more met and drew up 
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M source of now social ougaKoiuoutH i« his troop ootiuoxiouB 

it certainly oxuitotl lu^ Htirpriso hatl his literary 

studies Ixuni found siitToring total intorinisHiijn iluriug this busy 
period. Tliat such was not the case, luwovor, his tujmmpoiub 
ence and note-books afford ample ovidauoo. His jhe-lHmk shaws 
that he made by his first year’s pnudice L.LM, »*ls. ; by the 
second, L.57, 15s. ; by the third, L.H4, 4 h, ; by the fourth, L.UO. ; 
and in his fifth year at tho Bar — that is, from Ni»vemb(‘r 179B 
to eJuly 1797 — L.144, lOs. ; of which L.5(Mvere feim from hin 
fatliar^s chamber. He had no turn, at this time of his life, for 
early rising; so that the regular attendance at the morning 
drills was of itself a strong mddeiute of his military 74ntl ; but 
he must have, in spite of them, and of all other circumstanceH, 
persisted in what was the usual euHkim of all his earlier life, 
namely^ the devotion of the best hours of tlie night to solitary 
study. In general, both as a young man, imd in more atlvancficl 
age, his constitution required a good allowance of sleep, and 
he, on principle, indulged in it, saying, he wa^ but half a man 
if he had not full seven hours of utter uncionsaiouinesi ; but 
his whole mind and temperament wer«% at this |KTiocl, in a 
state of most fervent exaltation, and spirit triumphoti over 
matter. 
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wliicli Captain S(*ott prodncod liiumeU in his rt'giuunvtiUH, aiul 
For^nisson alno thought propor to bo oqui[>p<Hl in tho imiftirm 
of the Edinburgh Volunteers. Tliere waa no little riviilry 
among the young travellers as to who should first gat prasejitatl 
to the unknown beauty of the morning’s ride ; but though Imth 
the gentlemen in scarlet had the advantage of i>ainK daiunng 
partners, their friend succeeded in handing the fair strangf'r la 
supper — and such was his first introduction to Charluth^ Mur« 
garet Oarpontor. 

Without the features of a regular be^auty, nlm was rich in 
personal attvactions ; form that mm hishionad m light as a 
fay’s;” a complexion of the cleari'st and lightent olive; eyes 
largo, deep-set and dasczling, of the fineat Italian brown; and 
a profusion of silken trc^sacH, bhwjk as the mvaids wing; her 
address liovering between the reserve of a pretty young EngliHln- 
woman who has not mingled lai’galy in genanU stmiaty, and a 
certain natural archness and gaiety that aiiitad wall with the 
aocompaniuient of a French ac^cent A lovelier vision, m all 
who remember her in the bloom of her days have Msured me, 
could hardly have been imagined ; and from that hour the fate 
of the young poet wm fixed. 

She was the daughter of Jean Charpentiar, of Lyons, a de« 
voted royalist, who held an office under (k)varnmant, anti 
Charlotte Volere, his wife. She and her only brother, Charles 
Gharpeiitier, had been educated in the Protestant religion of 
their mother, and when their father died, which mtcurred in 
the beginning of the Revolution, Madame Ohariienticr miule 
her escape with her children first to Paris, and Uian to England, 
where they found a warm friend and protector in Arthur, the 
second Marquis of Downshire, who had, in the course of his 
travels in France, formed an intimate aoquaintance with the 
family, and, indeed, spent some time under their rtwL M. 
Charpentier had, in his first alarm as to the coming Revoliitirm, 
invested L.4000 in English securities— part in a mor^^ uinm 
Lord Downahire’s estates. On the motlmFs death, which m> 
ciirred soon after her arrival in London, this nobleman took 
on himself the character of sol© guwdiaa to her children ; and 
Charles Charpentier received in due time, through hit inter^t, 
an appointment in the service of the Bmt India Omipny, in 
which he had by this time risen to the lucrative tltuatlon of 
commercial resident at Salem. His sister wm now making a 
little excursion, under the caro of tihe lady who had snperln^ 
tended her education, Miss Jane Nicholson, a daughter of Dr. 
Nicholson, Dean of Exeter, and granddaughter of WUliim 
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Ticliolson, Bishop of Carlisle, well known as the editor of 
The English Historical Library.^^ To some connexions which 
he learned prelate^s family had ever since his time kept up in 
he diocese of Carlisle, Miss Carpenter owed tlxo direction of 
.er summer tour. 

Scott^s father was now in a very feeble state of health, which 
ccounts for his first announcement of this affair being made 
:i a letter to his mother ; it is undated ; — but by this time the 
oung lady had left Gilsland for Carlisle, where she remained 
ntil her destiny was settled. Pie says : — “ My dear Mother, — 
should very ill deserve the care and affection with which you 
ave ever regarded me, were I to neglect my duty so far as to 
mit consulting my father and you in the most important step 
rhich. I can possibly take in life, and upon the success of 
/■hich my future happiness must depend. It is with pleasure 
think that I can avail myself of your advice and instructions 
1 an affair of so great importance as that which I have at 
resent on my hands. You will probably guess from this 
reamble, that I am engaged in a matrimonial plan, which is 
Bally the case. Though my acquaintance with the young lady 
as not been of long standing, this circumstance is in some 
egree counterbalanced by the intimacy in which we have 
ved, and by the opportunities which that intimacy has af- 
Dirded me of remarking her conduct and sentiments on many 
ifferent occasions, some of which were rather of a delicate 
ature, so that in fact I have seen more of her during the few 
'•eeks we have been together, than 1 could have done after a 
inch longer acquaintance, shackled by the commo]i forms of 
rdinary life. You will not expect from me a description of 
er person — for which I refer you to my brother, as also for a 
iller account of all the circumstances attending the business 
ran can be comprised in the compass of a letter. Without 
ying into raptures, for I must assure you that my judgment as 
ell as my affections are consulted upon this occasion — without 
ying into raptures, then, I may safely assure you, that her 
)mper is sweet and cheerful, her understanding good, and, 
hat I know will give you pleasure, her principles of religion 
Bry serious. I have been very explicit with her upon the 
iture of my expectations, and she thinks she can accommodate 
Brself to the situation which I should wish her to hold in 
)ciety as my wife, which, you will easily comprehend, I mean 
lould neither be extravagant nor degrading. Her fortune, 
lough partly dependent upon her brother, who is high in 
fice at Madras, is very considerable — at present L.500 a-year. 
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TliiS; howevor, wo inuHtr, in mmw ilogroo, ro^anl m nrcHniricnis 
— I moan to tlio full extont; aiul indotul, whoa yon know hor, 
yon will not bo surpriaod that I rognrd this oinuunHtanoo ohioHy 
because it removes those prudoutial coiiHideratiuns which wtuild 
othorwise render our union impoHsible for the present. Betwixt 
her income and my own profoHsiunal exertions, I have Utth^ 
doubt we will be eiiEiblod to hold the rank in Hoeitdy whieli my 
family and situation eutilla me to fill. Write tt» me very fully 
upon this important subjeet — send me your opinion, your 
advice, jind, above all, your bleHsingd’ ^ 

Scott remained in (fumberlantl until tln^ *ledlnirgh asHi^^es 
recalled him to his legal duties* On arriving in that tcjwru he 
imniodiatoly vscnt for his fritmd Hhortreedi whtme Mi^motdndnm 
records that the evening of the doth September 1707 was one 
of the most jojy^ous he over spent. “Scott/’ he says, “was m#r 
beside himself about Miss C’arpente^r ; — we toasted her twenty 
times over — and sat together, ha raving about her, until it 
was one in the morning/^ He soon retunuid t4> Uumla^rland ; 
and remained tliere until various diftlcAilties prasenUul by the 
prudence and prejudices of family connexions Inul Imin over- 
come. It appears that at onc^ stiigt^ of the businesH lie hiwl 
seriously contemplated leaving the bar of Kdinburgh, and 
establishing himself with his bride (I know not in what 
capacity) in one of the cokmies. He attauclml tlie (kmrfc of 
Session as usual in November; and waa married at (jarlisle 
during the Christmas recess. 1 extract tlie following entries 
from the fly-leaf of his black-letter Bible : — 

“ Seoundum movmi majorum fum de fumilid OmdUm 
JtirisconmilH EdinmmB^ in Ubrum hum $mmm tm$nu otoI 
Bcripta mriL 

“ Gitalterua Scatty flliuB OuaMeH Smtt il IluitwrfQrdi 

natuB emt apud Edinam Iflrao die Augmli A.m 1771. 

^^Socius FmuUatiB Juridim Edimmin rem^dm erai llmo die 
JuUi, A.D. 1792. 

ecoleMam Sm(dm Marim ajp'ad ChHide^ tmmm duMi 
Margaretmi GJmrlottam OarpmUm*^ j/Wcua qum^m Imumis 
Oha^mti&r et Oharlottm Foleri* Ijmdmmmm Mlo die Demm- 

bris 1797/'^ 

1 The aoooant in the text o! Mli« Oarpentw^i hw I am 
awaare, both spoken and written of m m cm» ; It had b»« 

asepeoted that even in 1837 I would not pwii In iUtno# a mmotip of wurljr 
grevaleuoo, which represented her and her brother m ehlldron of tord 
Downshlre by Madame Oharpenfelar. I did not think It nmmmfw to 
allude to 'this story while any of Sir Waltor*# own ohildrtn wort li'nm ; 
and I presume it will be suMotot for me to say now, that nMfehir I, a«, 
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Scott carried his bride to a lodging in George Street, Ediii- 
irgh ; a house which he had t^Jcen, not being quite prepared 
r her reception. The first fortnight was, I believe, siiflicieiit 
convince her husband’s family that, however rashly he had 
rmed the connexion, she had the sterling qualities of a wife, 
otwithstanding some little leaning to the pomps and vanities 
the world, she had made up her mind to find her happiness 
better things ; and so long as their circumstances continued 
rrow, no woman could have conformed herself to them with 
Dre of good feeling and good sense. I cannot fancy that her 
iiiners or ideas could ever have amalgamated very well with 
ose of her husband’s parents; but the feeble state of the old 
ntleman’s health prevented her from seeing them constantly ; 
d without any affectation of strict intimacy, they soon were, 
d always continued to be, very good friends. Anne Scott, 

3 delicate sister to whom the Ashestiel Memoir alludes so 
iderly, speedily formed a warm and sincere attachment for 
3 stranger ; but death, in a short time, carried off that iiiter- 
iing creature, who seems to have had much of her brother’s 
aginative and romantic temperament, without his power of 
itrolling it. 

Mrs. Scott’s arrival was welcomed with unmingled delight 
the brothers of The Moimtain, The two ladies who had 
merly given life and grace to their society, were both 
ently married. Scott’s house in South Castle Street (soon 
er exchanged for one of the same sort in North Castle Street, 
ich he purchased, and inhabited down to 1826) became now 
at Cranstonn’s and Erskine’s had been while their accom- 
3hed sisters remained with them. The officers of the Light 
rse, too, established a club among themselves, supping once 
eek at each other’s houses in rotation. The lady thus found 
) somewhat different, but both highly agreeable circles ready 
receive her with cordial kindness ; and the evening hours 
sed in a round of innocent gaiety, all the arrangements 
Qg conducted in a simple and inexpensive fashion, suitable 

•mly Relieve, any one of them, ever heard either from Sir Walter, or 
a his wife, or from Miss Nicholson (who survived them hoth) the 
itest hint as to the rumour in question. There is not an expression in 
preserved correspondence between Scott, the young lady, and the 
■quis, that gives it a shadow of countenance. Lastly, Lady Scott 
lys kept hanging by her bedside, and repeatedly kissed lii her dying 
aents, a miniature of her father which is now in my hands ; and it is 
well painted likeness of a handsome gentleman — but I am assured 
features have no resemblance to Lord Bow^shire or any of the Hill 
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to young people whoso (hiys were mostlv lalwrioiiH, and very 
few of their purses heavy. Scutt aiul Krskvue luul always Im’ioh 
fond of the theatre; the pretty brido W!ia iHw.sioiiatcdy so-.-. 
and I doubt if they ever spent a week in I'klinburKh without 
indulging themselves in this amusement. Hut regular dinueirs 
and crowded assemblies were in those years quite unthought of. 
Perhaps nowhere else could have been found a aiwiety on ao 
small a scale including more of vigorous iutelleet, varied infor- 
mation, elegant tastes, and real virtue, aPfeetion, and mutual 
confidence. How often have I heard its membsrs, in the midat 
of the wealth and honours which most of them in ihui seasorj 
attained, sigh over the recollootioii of those humbler days, when 
love and ambition wore young and buoyant— -and no diiforenctj 
of opinion was able to bring even a momentary chill over the 
warmth of friendship. 

In the summer of 1.798 Scott hired a cottage at lams wade, on 
the Esk, about six miles from Edinburgh, It is a small house, 
but with one room of good dimeusious, which Mrs. Scott’a 
taste set off to advantage at very humble otwt — a paddtmk or 
two — and a garden (commanding a most lioautiful view) in 
which Scott delighted to train his flowers and ereefmrs. Never, 
I have heard him say, was he prouder of his handiwork than 
when he had completed the fashioning of a rustic archway, 
now overgrown with hoary ivy, by way of oruainimt to the 
entrance from the Edinburgh ro^. In this retreat they s{>«u& 
some happy summers, receiving the visits of their few chosen 
friends from the neighbouring oity, and wsadering at will 
amidst some of the most romantio scenery that HooUand can 
boast — Scott’s dearest haunt in the days of his Ixiyish ram- 
blings. They had neighbours, too, who were not slow to culti- 
vate their acquaintance. With the Clerks of Poiinyouick, witli 
Mackenzie the Man of Feeling, who then oiKiupied the cliarm- 
ing villa of Auchendinny, and with Lord Wwxlhouselee, Soott 
had from an earlier date been familiar; and it was while at 
Lasswade that he formed Intimacies, even more imporUnt in 
their results, with the noble families of Melville and Buo- 
oleuoh, both of whom have castles In the same valley. 

" Sweet are the paths, O passtag tweet, 

By Bsk’s fair streams fliat rua, 

O'er airy steep, thro’ oopsewood deep 
Impervious to the son j 

“ From that fair dome where suit is paid 
By hlast of bugle free. 

To Auchendinnws has®! shade, 

And haunted Woodhousele®. 
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“ Wio knows not Melville’s beechy grove, 

And Rosliu’s rocky glen ; 

Dalkeith, which all’the virtues love, 

And classic Hawthornden ? ” 

bher verse reminds ns that 

“There the rapt poet’s step may rove ; ” 

it was amidst these delicious solitudes that he did produce 
pieces which laid the imperishable foundations of all his 
i. It was here, that when his warm heart was beating 
young and happy love, and his whole mind and spirit 
> nerved by new motives for exertion — it was here, that in 
cipened glow of manhood he seems to have first felt some- 
g of his real strength, and poured himself out in those 
ndid original ballads which were at once to fix his name, 
must, however, approach these more leisurely. When 
liam Erskine was in London in the spring of this year, he 
pened to meet in society with Matthew Gregory Leivis, 
for Hindon, whose romance of The Monk, with the bal- 
which it included, had made for him, in those barren days, 
iUiant reputation. This good-natured fopling, the pet and 
i;hing of certain fashionable circles, was then busy with 
1 miscellany which at length cam© out in 1801 , under the 
lc of Tales of Wonder, and was beating up in all quarters 
contributions. Erskine shewed Lewis the versions of Le- 
j and the Wild Himtsman; and when he mentioned that his 
id had other specimens of the German diablerie in his port- 
), the collector anxiously requested that Scott might be en- 
id in his cause ; — and he, who was perhaps at all times 
er disposed to hold popular favour as the surest test of lit- 
y merit, and who certainly continued through life to over- 
nate all talents except his own, considered this invitation 
, very flattering compliment. He immediately wrote to 
is, placing whatever pieces he had translated and imitated 
1 the German Volkslieder at his disposal. 

L the autumn Lewis made a tour into the north ; and Scott 
Allan Cunningham, thirty years afterwards, that he 
ght he had never felt such elation as when the Monk 
bed him to dine with him for the first time at his hotel, 
e he gazed on Burns in his seventeenth year, he had seen 
ne enjoying, by general consent, the fame of a ]poet ; and 
is, whatever Scott might, on matui’er consideration, think 
is title to such fame, had certainly done him no small ser- 
; for the ballads of Alonzo the Brave, &c., had rekindled 
o 
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effectually in liia brwuit the niuirk of iKH'ticul uinhitioii, r,!wl 3 
Charlotte Canipboll (now Bury), always (listiiiKnisheil liy la-i 
passion for letters, was rciuly, “ in I'riiU? of rank, in iH'auly'j 
bloom,” to do the honours of Scotland to the Lion of Mayfair 
and I believe Scott’s first iutrodnetion to Is^wis tmik plaice at om 
of her Ladyship’s parties. Hut they iiicd frcqucnl ly. and, amoiiji 
other places, at Dalkeith — as witneH.s one of .H»‘otl’s inarKina! 
notes, written in 182C, on Lord Byron’s Diary; — " Lewis wa 4 
fonder of great people than he ought to liave Ihh'u, either as a nnm 
of talent or as ainan of fashion. I le hail always ilukos and duels 
esses in his mouth, and was pathetically fond of any tme thaf 
had a title. You would have sworn he Inul la'ini a fmremu o| 
yesterday, yet he had lived all his life in g<Kid stKnetv. Hiji 
persoir was extremely Biuall and boyish — he wtw iudwal th^ 
least man I ever saw, to be strictly well and neatly made. I{ 
remember a picture of him by Hauuders Iming handiKl round a| 
Dalkieth House. The artist luul ingeniously flung a dark foldi 
ing-mantle around the form, under which was htdf-ldd a daggerj 
a dark lantern, or some such cut-throat appurteuiunm; with tUj 
this the features were preserved and ennobled. It piwimhI from 
hand to hand into that of Henry, Duke of BneclBueh, who, 
hearing the general voice affirm that it waa very like, mid 
aloud, ‘Like Mat Lewis! Why that picture’s like a ManI’ 
He looked, and lo, Mat Lewis’s head was at his elbow.” 

Lewis spent a day or two with Scott at Mumellmi^h, where 
the yeomanry corps were in quarters. Scott received him in, 
his lodgings, under the roof of an ancient danrn, whti afforded 
him much amusement by her daily colloquies with the fish- 
women — the Muokkbmketa of the place. Hk delight in study- 
ing the dialect of these people is well romemberod % the 8^^ 
vivors of the cavalry^ and must have astonished the stranger 
dandy. While walking about before dinner on cm« of these 
days, Mr. Skene’s recitation of the Genuan JCrkgdimtf “ Der 
Absohied’s Tag ist da” (the day of departure is oom«), de- 
lighted both Lewis and the Quarter-Master} and the latter pro- 
duced next morning that spirited little pieoe in the same meas- 
ure, which, embod^ng tlie volunteer ardour of the time, wasi 
forthwith adopted as the troop-song of the EdiabttPgh Light-I 
Horse. I 

In January 1799, Mr. Lewis appmn twmotlaHng witti a; 
bookseller, named Bell, for the publication cd* version of j 

Goethe’s Tragedy, “ Goetz von Berlichingenof the Irtm Hand” 
Bell seems finally to have pntohased the tmwright te twenty- 
five guineas, and tweniydive more to be pau ■£. case cf a sec- 
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wiiH ni'Vi^r rallwl fur titiiil hmg 
ht had aKpiml. Uvwin writ«^i4* I hmv«’ Inm 4i^ 

urulBrntiuiUt that, arf»»j»f nmnU n mm, il »'bII 

baoauBO thin in ymir nuhhraijHii; flu^ tiisr i-i4 
in 171)d had lanai c'tjuqdriidv 
d WH’ortliugly, with Htaatn iiiun*’ «ai Ih*^ m 

Dwiug I4d)ruary. 

artdi 1799 , lu^ rarritnl Iub wtfV ti» U-unt 

la that hi» had wtnni tiit» 4,i\ n hin 

, Tha fwajimiut4Uio« td ta^win iirrv«^«| |i» h'lm 

I Hkniiry and fiwhi«njahln willi wlnrh hr- 

luuBedj but luH gnmt laixiidy mm l«* s^xiiiniup mu- 
3 of tha Tawar mul Wi)«tittiwiiar A,iib»y, m%4 i« 
eeamhai muong tlu^ MHH„ of llm flriliiitt Mii»*niiii. 
lis (loetz spokan cd favciurably^ tm ilw liy lip* 

if tlia tiina; but it dc«*B nnt aj»}ww In liiitp 
atiantiun. Tha truth ib, that, ti> liiiw grtt?ii 
g like a fair eham^e with tlip Kii.gli.sli public* hm 
lught t(i have been triuwliifi*«t at tf*ii 
itaturn had beeu ntcire fpiiuniilp ihiiii Iht^ ai.ip4**n* a-ipI 
’k, whieh auuBtituteB nne of’ the liiiHliiyirku in iIm’ 
(ienuau literaturt% had n«»t roiip^ pvmi mu-^ 
mtil he had fiutuUima«Hl hiiiiitdf ttiib tlir 
>panad, in the puny niiniierse« td rn'rilerii m.lrrii4r tm-- 
lie readily dimiverwl ilis* viwt gulf wlmdi 
from the (lerman «ii wIpum he hml 

u emploj^ing hinwidf ; inti llw piilslie in geiipfiil dp*# 

. disUnetioni, atu.1 the Ktigli^li mm tlirr- 

^ttdemnad to oblivinn, ifinutgli itw iiii#|iiirsiig tidipul# 
d cm whatever latre tlie niiiiie yf (iffrmrnm hf i..|i# 
lie earioatimi of The lit,iver«, 

^ra^dy of (Icmthe, hm in triit!i itwiliiiii in 

. with the wild al«urditieii agiiinni nhiidi i%iitiiiit 
celled the arrows of their wit It m a 
d pbtureBt|ue tlelimmticm of rtml mM'immm, 

ute; the firi^t frultii, in a w«ird# of llmi 
t fur Hha^gimara» to whieh all tlial in e*i^d|piii in lli« 
maginativi^ jitorature of tjeriin«iy fiin^i Im irm-^4 
;iat delight niuit Heott have fotisid ilw.^ mn-qm m$ml 
ir ISlimbethan drwttfi nwivinl nn t iil 

real luster ! — with whal dmihlp il«digliliiiii#i tm hmm 
itha Bailing for tot* nolilenl of ii,ri,, mm% wd 

f life, ioimiii., ineidimln, and i^lainiiiig 

iwd with thoie that hail from taiy tiiMwl |Ii»p-Iii^^ 
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theme of his own Hyiupathy and roHoxitni ! In the barnnial 
robbers of tlio Rhino, stern, bloody, and rapmnuuH, but frank, 
generous, and, after thair fashion, {•ourtcHum — in their forays 
upon each other’s domains, the besieged eaHtleSt the plundenMl 
herds, the captive knights, the l^rowbeatmi bishtip, and the^ 
baffled liege-lord, who vainly str(»vc to (piell all ihvm tiirhu» 
lences-— Scott had before him a vivul image of the life of his 
own and the rival Border clans, familiarised to him hy a hun- 
dred nameless minstrels. If it be thmbtful whether, hnt for 
Percy’s Relicmea, ho would ever have thought ctf editing tln^ir 
Ballads, I think it not less so, whether, but for the Irtuihanded 
Goetz, it would ever have thwtluul upon his mind, that in tlu» wild 
traditions which those rcHtorded, he had^ been imeonBcioualy 
assembling materials for mort^ works of high art than the king* 
est life could serve him to elaborattn 
Ho executed about the siuua time his **1101180 of Aspen,’* 
rather a rifaoinmUo tlian a translation from one of the minor 
dramatists tliat had crowded to partake the popularity of 
Goetz, It also was sent to Lewis in London, where, having 
been read and commended by the oelehrattHl iwdress, Mrs, 
Esten, it was taken up by Kemble, and I lialieve mdually put 
in rehearsal for the stage. If so, the trial did not encourage 
further preparation, and the notion was almndoned. Discover- 
ing the play thirty years after among las pain^rs, Bcott sent it 
to the Keepsake of 1829 . In the advartisement ho says, ** He 
had lately chanced to look over thase scenes with feelings very 
different from those of the adventurous nariod of his literary 
life during which they ware written, and yet with such, |ier“ 
haps, as a reformed libertine might regard the illegitimaU^ pro« 
duction of an early amour.” He adds, ** there is something Ui 
be ashamed of, oertairily ; but, after all, paternal vanitv whis- 
pers that the child has some rasemblatUMi to the father/* The 
acenos are interspersed with aoma lyrics, tlie numlicrs cjf which, 
at leiist, are worthy of attention, Ona has the metre — and 
not a little of tlie spirit — of tiia boat-song of CJlan-Alpin : ™ 

** Joy to the victors, thi sons of old Aipon, 

Joy to the race of the bafcO© imd tear I ** 4c. 

^ His return to Edinburgh was aecekmtad bv the tidinp of 
Ms fatheris death. This worthy man had had a iuceeision of 
paralytic attacks, under which, mind m well m body had by 
degrees been laid quite prostrate. Whan the first dhronieka 
of the Oanongate appeared, a nea^ relation of the family said 
to me— had been out of Sootland lor loma time, and did 
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low of my good friend^s illness until I reached Edin- 
a few months before his death. Walter carried me to 
im, and warned me that I should see a great change. I 
le very scene that is here painted of the elder Croft- 
s sickroom — not a feature different — poor Anne Scott, 
intlest of creatimes, was treated by the fretful patient 
dy like this niece. I have lived to see the curtain rise 
11 once more on a like scene. 

Thomas Scott continued to manage his father’s business, 
irried early ; ^ he was in his circle of society extremely 
T ; and his prospects seemed fair in all things. The 
ty left by the old gentleman was less than had been ex- 
, but sufficient to make ample provision for his widow, 
not inconsiderable addition to the resources of those 
wliom the remainder was divided, 
t’s mother and sister, both much exhausted with their 
ance on a protracted sickbed, and the latter already in 
jt stage of the malady which in two years more carried 
30 to her grave, spent the greater part of the following 
r and autumn in his cottage at Lasswade. There he 
w again labouring assiduously in the service of Lewis’s 
Dblin repast ; ” and in an essay of 1830, he gives us suffi- 
pecimens of the Monk’s Editorial Letters to his contrib- 
the lectures of a martinet in rhymes and numbers — 
enough, but useful eventually, as forcing on a young 
breless versifier criticisms absolutely necessary to his 
success.” As to his imperfect rhymes of this period, I 
3 doubt he owed them to his recent zeal about collecting 
dads of the Border. He had, in his familiarity with 
itions so remarkable for merits of a higher order, ceased 
)ffended, as in the days of his devotion to Langhorne 
ckle he would probably have been, with their loose and 
assonances, which are often, in fact, not rhymes at all ; 
36 pardonable enough in real minstrelsy, meant to be 
L to moss-troopers with the accompanying tones of the 
e, but certainly not worthy of imitation in verses writ- 
the eye of a polished, age. Of this carelessness as to 
we see little or nothing in our few specimens of his 
verse, and it does not occur, to any extent that has ever 
ouglit worth notice, in his great works. 

Thomas Scott, born Miss Macculloob of Ardwell, was one of the 
[ wisest, and most agreeable women I have ever known. She 
)therly affection for all Sir Walter’s family — and she survived 
She died at Canterbury in April 1848, aged 72. 
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But Lewia\s did not engroaH th(^ IfdHtirn of this 

suimuor. It prt)du(?{'d also what Srott juatly (uiHh Uih ** Ural 
sorious attomptB in verne^*/* and of llu‘sis tUo oarliont appearn 
to have been the Glouiiniaa. Here the Heeiie in laid in the munt 
favourite diatriet of bin favourite Perthahire Highhaula; luul 
the Gaelic traditicm on which it is founded was far more likely 
to draw out the secret strength of his genius, as w«dl as to 
arrest the feelings of his eouutrymen, than any subject with 
which the stores of (rorman diablerie could havc^ Huppli<‘d him. 
It has been alleged, however, that the ptiet maktm a German 
use of his Scottish uiattunalH ; that the h^geud, as brioHy told 
in the simple prose of his preface, in more ajfevtiny tluui the 
lofty and Boiiorous Btanzjis tluunselvcH ; that the vague terror 
of the original dream loses, instead of gaining, by the expanded 
cdaboration of the detail. There may be something in these 
objections: but no man can pretend to be an impartial critic 
of the piece which first awoke his own childish ear to the power 
of poetry and the melody of verse. 

The next of these compositioiiB wim, 1 kdievc, the Eve of 
St. John^ in which Scott re-peoples the tower of Hmailholm, 
the awe-iuspiring haunt of his infancy ; and here he toucdiea, 
for the first time, the one superstition which can still Im am 
pealed to with full and perfect effect; tha only one whimi 
lingers in minds long since weaned from all eympatliy with 
the machinery of witches and goblins. And surely this mys- 
tery was never touched with more thrilling skill tlian in that 
noble ballad. It is the first of his original pieces, too, in which 
he uses the measure of his own favourite Minstrels; a measure 
which the monotony of mediocrity liad long and iucoassfully 
been labouring to degrade, but in itself adequate to tha axprsi* 
sion of the highest thoughts, m well m the ncntl^t emotions ; 
and capable, in fit hands, of as rich a variety of music m any 
other of modern times. This was written at Mertoun-housa in 
the autumn of 1799. Some dilapidationi had taken plaat in 
the tower of Smailholm, and Harden, being laformecl of the 
fact, and entreated with needless eameitn«i by hm kiniman 
to arrest the hmi of the spoiler, requited playfully a WHad, 
of which Smailholm should be lihe scane, » m% pries of hii 
assent. 

^ Then came The Grey Brother, fomded cm anorirar enperstb 
feon, which seems to have bean almoit m ancuent ai tha bsliaf 
in ghosts I namely, that the holiest service of the alter cannot 
go on in the presence of an unclean p@i^on~a hainoui iinnar 
nnoonfessed and unabsolved. The fci^pninteiy form of thte 
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irmtly hoiRhtimi tht^ awfuliia^« tsf %U , Aiisl 

^tructiuu iuul i«atri% th«^ whirli U* 

>ry appear ti> ate tla^ hiippii’j^it Ihmi Imvi’* tn-rr \mnm ptu 
axpreanly in iuutaticm of llie hallml «4’ tlw nusltllp 
atatima, I'lreviciUMly e|U«»t-ed, t#ii ihv tlw^ fink, 

)V l>t 3 autirul in ihinnii«'!v«m» iuh! hmirvi^r uiir-rr^diiii^* inm 
king the Iwality nf the rtjmprmiiion, In* mnni Itr 
j lapsed into anutlier stniin, and insHlnrrd ii 5 |.h? 

which intcrfertm with niitl iiiiim tlm 
rrota at the same lairicMl iltP line halliMl ns 

fho Fire«K.itig, in winch there w tw»re Itian eii-nngli u« 
IS forgive the tnatdsinery, 

L8 ill the course of ilm aiitunm llml he lirti ¥ wiled 
ystle, the seat of Andiilmld I^ird wiici tmtl m%m 

kdy Francci Heott, Ui Henry Hiike cif |lii«'rlf?iir,ti , 

an whose nnwiy ainiithle virtiioi wpm ciiitil«iii«wl wltli 
'clinary strength of niiinh and wlm hint. fr«fn itip lif*l 
lotion of the ytmng pcad* at Ihi!k«dth» foriiiril high atilirl 
of his future career. I#iidy H«*tigliw s*tie «sf Inn 
friends tlirough lif«s and ti«m% ytiiler hrr fin4, he %m 
an iuu|uaintaiu*e (hegun iilso iii Hmlkinilii %nli «?ipi 'mhimm 
s and a<3ooinplishnient^ not leiis jf|siiilitied li^r i*. rriiiiiaair 
,d who still aurvivi^s to liiiiHUit Ihet^dy m-rni HhiI r^mUl 
tarruptcid their aortlialrcndhieisre- ' l.*.iidy t^^rntm 
3r of tlie aelebmt4Mt Karl of Unlit* liiili*?.#,, 

^ra sisters in niiml, fielding, iiinl alferiinii, he 
icanes the noblest and ta«wt inli’^rf^ilirig ilial all Hn^lanfl 
w^idika fiuiunm in liinkiry and roinans^n and ti«? m-m 
rilling to Ilothwel! atifl tikiilyrp III# mi 

balliui ; of which, hawewr. iiiilj m fir«t anti iiii|»rl»l 
La been raoovereii 

norning, during hk visit t«> Hcitliwplh wm i|.«tii m m 
m to the mim of C *riiigrinihais r»lle, the mmt, in fuftnrf 
' th© great Evandale briiiieh of lli» hmmm «f ilMi 4 ili»ii, 

' the projiirty of Ijord Hiiiigliw; iind Hip |m,»i 
^tura witli tlm Bciinary, thal hi* hmU iir^l Intti i» 
r hii Ufatiittc, tli# nm of a iiimll lialnialiiif 
I within the tiirouit of Hrii mmimi wallt. Tist^ idkr »» 
jnoB decdinad ; but cnnitimilaiwi Imfmim %hm 

h© ymr which raniteml it lw|««itil« fur hitii l« 
iummsr reiidinoii in Ttni ©f Vtmm^ 

M tht origlml of hit Tilibliifttmii,'' 

3te-book of tida ymr hm iii|ijitieil iImi #4ilkiii« «f 

ry witli aiveral othor l^ltwf# tii an 




LIFJS of WALTKlt Al'OTT. 


u a-ll Hu^Ho variotl PHsayH, atiil tho fharm« 

hfcUstinSS society iuU, whu-U fua n-putatiou ha.l 
Sy ntroduced liini, his fritaula do nc.t apjmar U. havtuw yot 
rteinedthe slightest vioUmv that htoraturo was U. l« tl»« 
1 business of his hfo- ^ «f «»« very oarlv oorres 

iHpnt- iVTr Kerr of Abbotrulo, tsongralu lutes him on Ids hav- 
bad more to do at the autumnal {ussizoa of .}««dlmr>{li this 
• than on any former oocaflion, whioh iiitolligimce he seems 

self to have oomiuuiiieatml with no feehUs exiiresmons of 
ifaction «i greatly enjoy this," says Kerr, ••(ioon; and 
L your strong sonso and hourly riimniuK knowledge, that 
mnst rise to the top of the triti in tim I'arliainent House in 
season I hold as certain as that Murray dietl hord Maiis- 
Biit don’t let many an Ovid,' or rather many a Ihirns 
ich is better), be lost m you. I rather think men of husi- 
have produced as gtJod poetry in their by-hmirs as the 
Bssed regulars ; and I don’t see any suflleient reason why 
L President Scott should not Iw a famous {awt (in the vat^a- 
time), when we have seen a President Montemiuieu sti'p wi 
y beyond the trammels in the Ettjtrit rfes Idtijs. I 8n»|smt 
ien would have been a happier man hml he had your pn»- 
on. The reasoning talents visible in his verses, assure mo 
he would have ruled in Westminster Hall as easily as ho 
it Button’s, and he might have found time enough Is^sides 
verything that one re^ly honoum his memory for.” This 
d appears to have entertained, in Octolmr iflMI, the very 
ion as to the profession of lUenUun on whioh Himtt anted 
igh life. 

lying again given a week to Liddesdale, in ocmnmny with 
3hortreed, he spent a few days at Eombank, and was pni. 
ig to return to lCdin*burgh for the winter, when ho received 
it which had consequences of importaaeo. 
the early days of Launcelot Whale, he had hail for a 
fellow Mr. James Ballantyne, the eldest son of a decent 
keeper in Kelso, and their a^uaintanee had never l»een 
ether broken off, as Scott’s visibi to Hoselmk were fre- 
t, and the other Bad resided for a time In Minburgh, when 
ling his education with a view to the profe^ton of a aolioi- 
Mr. Ballantyne had not been auooeasful In his attempts 
tablish himself in that branch of the law, and was now the 
er and editor of a weekly newspaper in his native town, 
sailed at Rosebank one morning, and requatted his old 


How sweet an Ovid, Murray wa» oar boast ,* 

How many Maxtlals were In Pult’asy lost. — DumkO, tv. m. 
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raaintance to supply u few paragraphs on some legal question 
the day for his Kelso Mail. Scott complied; and carrying 
1 article himself to the printing-office, took with him also 
ne of his recent pieces, designed to appear in Lewis’s Collec- 

n. With these, especially, as his Memorandum says, the 
lorlachian fragment after Goethe,” Ballantyne was charmed, 
a he expressed his regret that Lewis’s book was so long in 
pearing. Scott talked of Lewis with rapture ; and, after re- 
ing some of his stanzas, said — ought to apologise to you 
’ having troubled you with anything of my own when I had 
mgs like this for your ear.'' — felt at once," says^ Lallan- 

ae, that his own verses were far above what Lewis could 
er do, and though, when I said this, he dissented, yet he 
3 med pleased with the warmth of my approbation." At 
rting, Scott threw out a casual observation, that he wondered 
3 old friend did not try to get some little booksellers' work, 
io keep his types in play during the rest of the week." Bal- 
ityne answered, that such an idea had not before occurred to 
n — that he had no acquaintance with the Edinburgh 
rade ; " but, if he had, his types were good, and he thought 

could afford to work more cheaply than town-printers, 
ott, with his good-humoured smile," said, — ^ou had bet- 
• try what you call do. You have been praising my little 
llads ; suppose you print off a dozen copies or so of as many 
will make a pamphlet, sufficient to let my Edinburgh ac- 
aintances judge of your skill for themselves." BaDantyne 
jented ; and I believe exactly twelve copies of William and 
len, The Fire-King, The Chase, and a few more of those* 
jces, were thrown off accordingly, with the title (alluding to 
3 long delay of Lewis's Collection) of Apology lor Tales of 
rror — 1799." This first specimen of a press, afterwards so 
ebrated, pleased Scott j and he said to Ballantyne — “I have 
3 n for years collecting old Border ballads, and 1 think I could, 
th littie trouble, put together such a selection from tliem as 
ght make a neat little volume, to sell for four or five shil- 
gs. I will talk to some of the booksellers about it when I 
5 to Edinburgh, and if the thing goes on, you shall be the 
inter." Ballantyne highly relished the proposal} and the 
lult of this little experiment changed wholly the course of 
; worldly fortunes, as well as of his friend's. 

Mr. Ballantyne, after recounting this conversation, says : — 
do not believe that even at this time he seriously contem- 
ited giving himself much to literature ; " but I think a letter 
[iressed to Ballantyne, in the following April, affords eon- 
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siderable reason to doubt the actnuwy of this iiupression. 
Scott there states, that ho and auotlier atuiuaintamie of the 
printer’s had been consulting together as to the feasibility of 
"no less than a total plan of migration from_ Kelso to I'ldin- 
burgh j” and proceeds to say, that, in his opinion, there was 
then a very favourable opening in Kdinburgh for a new printing 
establishment, conducted by a man of talent and education. 
He mentions — besides the c.hanoo of a share in the printing of 
law-papers — firstly, a weakly newapajper of the higher (daaa; 
secondly, a monthly luagazine; and thirdly, an annual register, 
as undertakings all likely to bo well itHunvod j suggests that 
the general publisliing trade itself was in a very languid con- 
dition ; and ends with a hint that " {Kauiniary assistance, if 
wanted, might (iio doubtj be procured on terms of a share, or 
otherwise.” The ooincidenco of most of those aiwlrawn 
schemes with things afterwards realised, is certainly very 
striking. At the same time, between Octolior 1799 and April 
1800, there had occurred a change in Hoott's {lersonal affairs 
veiy likely to have strengthened, if not originated the design, 
which Ballantyne did not believe him to have seriously enter, 
tained at the time of their autumnal interview. 

Shortly after the oommenoement of the Winter Hessitm, the 
office of Sheriff-depute of Selkirkshire became vaeant by the 
death of an early ally of Scott’s, Andrew Plummer of Middlo- 
stead, a scholar and antiquary, who had entered with into 
his ballad researches, and whose name occurs acetiniingly more 
than once in the notes to tlie Border Minstrelsy. Perhaps the 
commimity of their tastes may have liad some part in suggest, 
ing to the Duke of Buooleuoh, that Scott might fitly succeed 
Mr. Plummer in the magistrature. Be that as it might, his 
Grace’s influence was used with Mr. Henry Dundaa (after- 
wards Viscount Melville) who in th(^e days hatl tlie general 
control of the Crown patronage in Scotland, and was pretiared 
to look favourably on Scott’s pretensions to some office of this 
description. Though neither the Duke nor this able Minister 
were at all addicted to literature, they had both seen him fre- 
quently under their own roofs, and been pleased with Ws man- 
ners and conversation j and he had by tiiis time oome to be on 
terms of affectionate intima^ with some of the younger mem- 
bers of elthw family. The Earl of Dalkeith (afterwards Duke 
Chiles of Buooleuoh), md his brother Lwd Moulifu, both 
pa^oipatmg wm kindred ardour in the militoey 
of the period, Jiad^been thro'wn into hit soeiety undtr ci.roum* 
stances ’wall qualified to ripen aoquaintencMi into wnidencm* 
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bar; for broad and watin*, ami su'oohh to btuikn and 
comprisod all withiti iho houiulH of hinwinhoH; mul thun ho 
toilod and batUod at tlu^ Raton of noionoo aftiT Hvm\vt\ until 
Ilia unoonnucrabio porsovoranoo oarrii^d ovt^rythiuR bcdoro it; 
and yot with tliia jnonastio abHtondousnoHrt ami iron hardnoHH 
of will, porploxing those about him by luanuorH ami liabits 
in which it was hard to aay wlndhor the nicmH«troopor or thc^ 
schoolman of formar days inont pn^vailod* ho wm at Inuirt a 
poet. 

Archibald Gonstablo, in after life one of the immi ominont 
of l^riLish publiHhcrH, waa at Huh pmnod the ki‘opor of a muall 
book-sliop, into whicli fo-W but tlu^ poor HtudontH of hoydon’H 
order had liithorto found thtdr way. Hobor, in tlio cuurHo of 
his bibliomanical prowlings, iliHimvorod that it coutaimHl Huma 
of 

“The small old volumes, dark with tamisliiid gold/* 

which were already the DelilaliB of \m imagination ; and, more- 
over, that the young bookBeller luul himsidf a atrong t4mt4^ far 
such charmers. Frequenting the phmo, mMirdingly, ha oli- 
served with soma curiosity tha cHmntaiiaru'a and gasturas of 
another daily viaitant, who came not to rmndiaB«s cwidaiitly, 
but to pore over the more recondite articles™ of tern ImlanecMl 
for hours on a ladder with a folio in lui hand like Dominie 
Sampson, The English virtuoso was on the look-out for any 
books or MBS. that might be of use to the editor of the pre^ 
jeoted Minstrelsy,’’ and some casual calloiuiy Icil to the 
discovery that this new strangesr was, amidst thtMuidle^M laby* 
rinth of Ida lore, a luaHter of legmid and tnidition an enthm 
siastio collector and skilful expounder of these very lionler 
ballads. Scott heard with mucdi intertmt Heberts am^ount of 
his odd ac(|^uaintanoa, and found, when introduced, tlie |Hiraon 
whose initials, affixed to a serieH of piecea in vinw, chieHy 
translations from (4reak, Latin, and the northern languagwH, 
scattered, during the last three or four jmm, over the tiages 
of the ^'Edinburgh Magiu?in©,^’ hful often inmih oxcittHi hw 
curiosity, as various iridioationi pinfcod out the Beotoh Ikir» 
der to be Idre native district of tliis unknown J. 

These new friendships led to a great ©hanga In Ijoyden’i 
position, purposes, and prospecti. It© wm presently received 
mto the best sooiety of Edinburgh, wlmre hli uneoitthnw of 
demeanour does not ieem to have at all Interfered with the 
general appreciation of his ^nlua, hii andowmente, and lunL 
able virtues. Fixing his ambition on tire Ewt, where he ho{«$d 
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0 rival the achievements of Sir William Jones, he at length, 
bout the beginning of 1802, obtained the promise of some 
iterary appointment in the East India Oompany^s service; 
ut when the time drew near, it was discovered that the pat- 
□nage of the season had been exhausted, with the exception 
f one surgeon-assista7ifs commission — which had been with 
ifficulty secured for him by Mr. William Dundas; who, more- 
ver, was obliged to inform him, that if he accepted it, he must 
e qualified to pass his medical trials within six months. This 
ews, which would have crushed any other man^s hopes to the 
ust, was only a welcome fillip to the ardour of Leyden. He 
hat same hour grappled with a new science in full confidence 
bat whatever ordinary men could do in three or four years, 
is energy could accomplish in as many months j took his fie- 
rce accordingly in the beginning of 1803, having just before 
ublished his beautiful poem, The Scenes of Infancy; sailed 
3 India ; raised for himself, within seven short years, the rep- 
tation of the most marvellous of Orientalists; and died, in 
he midst of the proudest hopes, at the same age with Burns 
nd Byron, in 1811. 

But to return: — Leyden was enlisted by Scott in the ser- 
ice of Lewis, and immediately contributed a ballad, called 
'he Elf-King, to the Tales of Terror. Those highly-spirited 
ieces, the Gout of Keeldar, Lord Soulis, and The Mermaid, 
^ere furnished for the original department of Scott’s own col- 
iction : and the Dissertation on Fairies, prefixed to its second 
olume, although arranged and digested by the editor, abounds 
ith instances of such curious reading as Leyden only had 
3ad, and was originally compiled by him ; ” but not the least 
f his labours was in the collection of the old ballads thein- 
fives. When he first conversed with Ballantyne on the subject 
f the proposed work, and the printer signified his belief that 

single volume of moderate size would he sufficient for the 
laterials, Leyden exclaimed — Dash it, does Mr. Scott mean 
ttother thin thing like Groetz of Burlichingen ? I have more 
lan that in my head myself : we shall turn out three or four 
ich volumes at least.” He went to work stoutly in the real- 
lation of these wider views. ^^In this labour,” says Scott, 
he was equally interested by friendship for the editor, and 
y his own patriotic zeal for the honour of the Scottish borders; 
nd both may be judged of from the following circumstance, 
m interesting fragment had been obtained of an ancient his- 
3rical ballad; but the remainder, to the great disturbance of 
le editor and his coadjutor, was not to be recovered. Two 
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days afterwards, while the editor was siltiriK with some com- 
pany after dinner, a sound was heard at a dislaiieo like that of 
the whistling of a tempest through the loru rigging of the 
vessel which scuds hoforo it. 'I'he soiimls itmreiiswl a.s they 
approached more near; and Leyden (to the great astouishineut 
of such of the guests as did u<it know him) bur.st into the room, 
chanting the desiderated ballml with the most enthusi.istie geau 
ure, and all the energy of what he used U) call the Hatv-iontn 
of his voice. It turned out that he luul walkiul Ishwecu forty 
and fifty miles and back again, for the sole puriKise of visit- 
ing an old person who po.s8eaaHd lids ponuona remuaut of 
antiquity.” '■ 

During the years 1800 nntl 1801, the Minatrelay forinnd its 
editor’s chief occupation — a lalmur of love truly, if ever ancli 
there was ; hut neither this nor Ida sheriffship inUirfereil with 
his regular attendance at the Bar, the almndoument of whiidi 
was all this while as far- as it ever ha*l btmu from Ida ituagina- 
tion, or that of any of his frionda. He eontinued to have Ida 
summer headquarters at Lasawade; anil Hir .John Htmldarl, wlio 
visited him there in tlie courae of Ida Hc-ottiah tour (publiahiHl 
in 1801), dwells on “the simple utiostenlatious eleganeo of tlie 
cottage, and the domestio picture which he there cottfcinn plated 
— a man of native kindness and cultivated hUeuL t>as«ing the 
intervals of a learned profession amidst scenes highly favour- 
able to his poetic inspirations, not in churlish and rnstic soli- 
tude, hut in the daily oxeitiise of the most precious sympathies 
as a husband, a father, and a friend," His moiuis of hospitiU- 
Ity were now much enlarged, and tlio cottage on a Batunlay 
and Sunday at least, was soltlom without visidtrs. 

Among other indications of greater easo in his circumstances, 
which I find in his letter-book, he writes to ICelwr, after his 
;eturn to Loudon in May 1800, to request his gwHl ofllcim on 
aehalf of Mrs. Scott, who had "sot her heart on a phaeton, at 
mce strong, and low, and handsome, and not to cost more than 
(hirty guineas ; ” which combination of advjtofeagttj Hebor seems 


^ Sssay on the Life of Leyden— Mtatsellaneow Ptmo. Many tritnuen 
o his memoiy are scattered over hl« friend's works, both n»i« and vermt ; 
■nd, above all, Soott did not forget him when etplorha, &am yeara after 
ds death, the scenery of The Lord of the Men t-~ 
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6 found by no moaiiii Tlir^ 

owovor, diiicHJwr««d ; liiid ili-i wfMiii 

a aulHoifUit trial, ftJr tliia wan first wfi!r»«dri| rgirnafip 
'or pouotraUul inUi l4tbloi4ilal*» ■ naisudy, in Anniiwt IMtwi 
iendahtpof tha lUicHd«’‘iH*li faiiuly iis«w |ibM'«'»d 
mndi at hia ciiatHwal, imtl Ia»r«l Ualkmih tiad 
,ro that thora Biundd Im a Iwid of ui 

iio raatdiod Ilarniititga, 
ugh ha had iiut gifan up I#iwawaila, hm 
it naaoMitry for him that Ita stunihl Im’ fft^inruihv -in 
c Foraat \)n iuah ma?iwiotim ha t^M^k u|i hs?i 
littie inu at CUownfunl, a faTOitrili^ fkhiiiM 
td from Edinburgh tuHidklrk, Errun Ihin |diirp h^r-sinlil 
\ tha county town whanovar Isuiirit*^ fi:*Nniiira4 hit 
jad ha wan alno within a f«^w mitat tif itia walr# «f Ymr- 
id Kttrick, where ha tditiiiniHl largi^ syt^m^wotw l<» hii ntcw 
iatk. It was in citia of thasa amuirtiioiis lliat* 
yond HL Maryk hike, ha fminil a lurfudyddo rtw|tiisiis mt 
tn of iUnvMiom^, mtimUnl on the I>ougla4i*hurii, ilioti imt- 
by a rpuiarkfdila family, wliiah I hin'«^ iilr«'*ipi¥ iisIpI*’* 
ri-— ‘that of William l#iii«Uaw. He wm tlo^i a terr 
man, but tha axtout of his aiH|iiir»^ii'iPiils wir?i 
caabhi as the vigour auil orifiiiality «A Ids tmrnd , and 
Torres pcmdimr«* wfiiu'ii **Hir** ai a k^utulii, 

li Dtmr Hir/’ and Himr Mr. Lmidlaw/' tn ** I^^nr Willtr/* 
liaw sfMHMlily this now Iml iiii« a 

mder affcotum. Liydltw^s mlnmt the t»allad-fi wmm 
by iHitottk aiisioui eiidimviMiri to tiiia from 

‘c for which, ha wfili«, ** il is no llaiterj t<i tiiy tliml ton 
ch^too gtMHl/* It wm thou* Eiiil alwmfi Mil-iiiiiP«f %m 
opinion, that his friend was fmrlimikrly i|iiEllft»«l for 
g with luivantagn cm the utinly of the iii#«lkml |sriifo*« 
ufcstmh dciignu, if Laidkw hiitiaelf ever i*wfe ilioiti mp 
ly, wars not ullsmately }wswewl In ; and I 
r any worldly siiwia wntltl, after all, have iwprimlaiiwl 
rotpkd of an honcirahle lift* »|^tit Imppllf in the «|^ii 
lafeuwi amidst the moat cajrtifal.iiig"t 4 * liw mym ttf 

and in th« iiitimalii otmiftemia |a?rti&f«, the iir«al- 
ontempomry minda, 

li Hogg ii{MUitt tell fmm of fiii life In the mr^lm «if 
idlawk^ father, but ho had tiw^s:| inin thut of aiitiifier 
ma©r in a ritilghlioitriiig viillw, l»ffire flrpi 
3Uia Willtafn laidlaw and flt^ were, linwewr, mm^ 

I mandi, md thi foraer Umk emr# Ibai i^M 
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seo, without delay, ono \v1u>ho ftuHliioHH for iho miuHtralBy of 
the PoroBt wan equal to hia own, and witona u^^chI niothor waa 
colobratod for havin^^ by heart Kevi'ral balliulH in a ni(»re |}er» 
feet form than any other inhabitant of the valt^ of Kttrlek. 
The personal history of fJaiueH Ib^gg must have iutert'sttnl 
Scott even more than any mnpuHitiuu of that sort whiidi he 
owed to this acquaintance with, perhaps, the most remarkable 
man that ever wore the maud (»f a shepht^rd, Uiult'r the garb, 
aspect, and bearing of a rude p(^asant — and rude mnmgh In^ 
was in most of these thiiigH,eveu after no iiuHnisiderahle c'xperi^ 
once of society — Scott fouml a brother poet, a true non <if nat- 
ure and genius, liardly conHcioim of bis powers. He had taught 
himself to write by copying tlte letters t»f a printed knik aa 
he lay watching his fioek on the lulbsida, and luul prtdm.bly 
reached tlie utmost piUdi of his ambition, when fie first found 
that his artless rhymes could touch the fieart «if tfie ewcvmilker 
who partook the shelter of his mantle during the passing storm. 
As yet his naturally kind and simple chanw’!t«*r had not been 
exposed to any of the danparous flattariM of tlie world; his 
heart was pure, his enthusiasm buoyant m that of ii happy 
child; and well as Scott knew that rattiMition, sagiudty, wit, 
and wisdom, were scattered abundiuitly among tlie fiuiuldast 
rangers of these pastoral solitudas, there was here a depth ami 
a brightness that nlled him with wonder, eombinad witli a fpiaint- 
ness of humour, and a thousand little touches of aimurdity, 
which afforded him more eiitertaiument, as I have of km heard 
him say, tlmn the best comedy that ever net the pit in a roar. 

Scott opened in the same year a commiKindance with the 
venerable Bishop of Dromore, who seems, however, to have 
done little more than express a warm ink^rest in an umlertak* 
ing so nearly resembling that which will ever ketui \m own 
name in remembrance. He had more iuceaas In hm applic^a- 
tions to a more unpromising quartar — namtdy, with ftemeph 
Kitson, the ancient and virulent Mmilant of Bishop Ihircty's 
editorial character. This narrow-minded, i«mr, and dogmatical 
little word-catcher had hated the very imme of a Bcotinmn, 
and was utterly incapable of sympatbisini with miy of fcim 
higher 'Hews of ^ his new corrciponaent Yet the bland wwr- 
tesy of Scott disarmed even tfds hal'torMy and ha 

communicated the stores of Me rcmlly vduam© learning in a 
lummer that seems to have greatly iurpiiicd all who had 
hitherto held any intercourse with him on antiqnariati topm 
It astonished, above all, tike amiable and degaiit (iTOrge Hllii, 
whose acquaintance was about the same time opendl to Beott 
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tkcougli their common friend Heber. Mr. Ellis was now busily 
engaged in collecting the materials for his charming workS; en- 
titled Specimens of Ancient English Poetry, and Specimens of 
Ancient English Eomance. The correspondence between him 
and Scott soon came to be coiistanfc. They met personally, 
before many letters had been exchanged, conceived for each 
other a cordial respect and aifection, and continued on a foot- 
ing of almost brotherly intimacy ever after. To this alliance, 
Scott owed, among other advantages, his early and ready ad- 
mission to the acquaintance and familiarity of Ellis’s bosom 
friend, his coadjutor in the Anti-jacobin, and the confidant of 
all his literary schemes, Mr. Canning. 

Scott spent the Christmas of 1801 at Hamilton Palace, in 
Lanarkshire. To Lady Anne Hamilton he had been intro- 
duced by her friend, Lady Charlotte Campbell, and both the 
late and present Dukes of Hamilton appear to have partaken 
of Lady Anne’s admiration for Grlenfinlas and the Eve of St. 
John. A morning’s ramble to the majestic ruins of the old 
baronial castle on the precipitous banks of the Evan, and among 
the adjoining remains of the primeval Caledonian forest, sug- 
gested to him a ballad, not inferior in execution to any he had 
hitherto produced, and especially interesting as the first in 
which he grapples with the world of picturesque incident un- 
folded in the authentic annals of Scotland. With the magnifi- 
cent localities before him he skilfully interwove the daring 
assassination of the Kegent Murray by one of the clansmen of 
^^the princely Hamilton.” Had the subject been taken up in 
after years, we might have had another Marmion or Heart of 
Mid-Lothian; for in Cadyow Castle we have the materials and 
mtline of more than one of the noblest of ballads. 

About two years before this piece began to be handed about 
in Edinburgh, Thomas Campbell had made his appearance there, 
md at once seized a high place in the literary world by his 
^Pleasures of Hope.” Among the most eager to welcome him 
lad been Scott; and I find the brother-bard thus expressing 
limself concerning the MS. of Cadyow : — “ The verses of Cad- 
j^ow Castle are perpetually ringing in my imagination — 

Where, miglitiest of the beasts of chase 
That roam in woody Caledon, 

Crashing the forest in his race, 

The mountain bull comes thundering on — 

md the arrival of Hamilton, when 

Keeking from the recent deed, 

He dashed his carbine on the ground. 
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I have repeated t.lieHe linen ho often on the N<»rth lUddKcs that 
the whole fraternity of eoaeluneu know nn* by toneme an I 
pass. To be siua^, to a luiud in Hober* KevioUH ntreet^walkiug 
humour, it must bear an appearam^e of lnna(*y when one 
stamps with the hurried pime and fervcmt ahakt^ of the ht^iul, 
which strong, pithy poetry excit^es,’* 

According to the original intenthm, the 8ir Trintrem, ati 
imperfect romance, ascribed to Timnuw of Krcilthuints the 
famous old seer and bard of the Border, wmn U) have I uni a 
prominent place in the lira t lioraimm of the MiimtndHV ? but 
from the rapid accumulation of matter ft)r ncdc'H, an well as of 
imprinted ballads, this plan wm dropped. The (hulyt)W ( hustle, 
too, was ready, but two volumes/* as Ballautyue says, wore 
already full to overHowing; ** ho it also was reservtsl for a third. 

Volumes L and IL appeared in tlanuary 1H02, frmri the re- 
spectable house of Uaaell and Davies in tlu^ Htratui; and, 
owing to the cold reception of Lewises Tales t)f Wonder, which 
had come fox'th a year earlier, these may bi! said te havti first 
introduced Scott as an origiual writer to tlm English public. 
In his Remarks on the imitation of Popular Poetry, he say8;*»— 
“When the book came out, the imprint, Kobo, was reiwl with 
wonder by amateurs of typography, who hml never hoard of 
such a place^ and were astonished at the example of handsome 
printing which bo obscure a town ha<l produced/* One of t!va 
embellishments was a view of Hemitaga Oastle, the history of 
which is rather curious. Scott exiKuited a rough sketch of it 
during the last of his “ LiddesdiUe raids” with Hhortreed, 
standing for that purpose for an hour or more up to hiw middle 
in the snow. Nothing can be rudar than the performimce ; 
but his friend Willhirn Clark made a batter drawing from it; 
and from his, a third and further improved copy wm done 
by Hugh Williams, the elegant artist, afterwards ktiown an 
“ Greek Williams.” * Scott used to say, the oddest thing of 
all was, that the engraving, founded on tiie latours of tlirca 
draughtsmen, one of whom could not draw a stimght line, anti 
the two others had never seen the place mmnb to ba mpr#- 
sented, was nevertheleas pronounced by tlia nativei of Lidties- 
dale to give a very fair notion of the ruins of Hermitage. The 
edition was exhausted in 1i.e eourte of th© year, and th© tamm 
of publication having been that Scott should have half the 
clear ^ profits, Ms share was exactly L.78, 10s, — a sum which 
certainly could not have repaid him for the actual expenditure 
baourred in the ooUeotion or his materials* 

1 His Trm$U in Of mm were puhfi^tod In I 
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swamping and bmikiag our lUH’kn, W(‘, tMicuiuilun'd tlu^ formid- 
able bardBhiiKS of sleopiuK upon p(‘ai»Hta(’kHt and (filing muUon 
sbiiu by no cumnion buUdmr, but (U^priviul of lift* by iht^ jndg- 
moTit of God, as a coronor'H iiH[U0Ht would oKpross tluuiiHolvoH. 
I liave, howovor, not only oHcapod safe ‘ pt*r yarion casuH, pur 
tot disorimina reriun/ but roturneil loadvd with tlu^ trojiHuroH 
of oral tradition. The primdpal rt'sult of our impiirioH ban 
been a complete and jandect copy of Maithuul with bin Auhl 
Berd Graio, referred to by Doughut in his IhUictwif Honour, 
You may gnoas the aurprise of Ioyd(*n ami myncdf when tliin 
was preseiitcd to us, copitMl down from the recitation of an ohl 
sliopliord, by a country farmcn\ and with no grt*atcr ctirnni- 
tious than might ho 8uppoH(*d to bo introduced liy the lapHC of 
time, and the ignoramus of reciters.’' 

Loyclon soeins to have sinuit much of that autumn at tho 
Lasswade cottage, and hen^ he ancountered .Jtmt'ph RiiHtm, 
Their host delighted to detail tho Bcoue that oe.curri»d when bin 
two rough allies first met at dinner. Well knowing UitHou’s 
holy horror of all animal food, Leyden complained that the 
joint on the table wfis overdone. Indeed, for tliat matter,’’ 
cried he, ^^meat can never be too little done, and raw is best of 
all.’’ He sent to the kitchen acconlingly f<ir a plate of liter- 
ally raw beef, and nnmfully ate it up, witli no sauce but the 
exquisite ruefulness of the Pythagorean’s glanecH. Mr. li, 
Giuies, a gentleman of tho Scotch Bar (sim».c known for mmia 
excellent traualations from the German), wimi jmismit another 
day when liitaon was in Scotland. In approiwiung the coL 
tage,” he says, I was struck with tlm exceeding air of neaL 
ness that prevailed around. The hand of tasteful cultivation 
had been there, and all methods employed to convert an ordi» 
nary thatched cottage into a handaoinc and comftJrtablc alKwle% 
At this early period, Scott was more like the portrait by Saxon, 
engraved for the Lady of the Lake, than to any «uf>seqnfnit 
picture. He retained in features and form an impresn of that 
ela8tio% and youthful vivatuty, which he used to complain 
wore off after he was forty, and by hk omn account was cx* 
changed for the plodding heaTinesi of an oprose itudent He 
had now, indeed, somewhat of a boyish p^fety of look, mxd in 
person was tall, slim, and extremely activa” He and Krikino 
ware about to start on a walk to Eoslin, and Mr. Clilliei amiorn* 
panied them. In the course of their w^k, Scott’i fm>t slipiml, 
as he was scrambling towards a cava on the edge of a priMupb 
tous bank, and had there been no trees in the way’’ (mys 
this writer), he must have been killed 5 but midway he waa 
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stopped hy a large root of hazel, when, instead of struggling, 
which would have made matters greatly worse, he seemed per- 
fectly resigned to his fate, and slipped through the tangled 
thicket till he lay flat on the river’s brink. He rose in an 
instant from his recumbent attitude, and with a hearty laugh 
called out — - How, let me see who else will do the like. He 
scrambled up the cliff with alacrity, and entered the cave, 
where we had a long dialogue.” Even after he was an old and 
hoary man, he continually encountered such risks with the 
same recklessness. The extraordinary strength of his hands 
and arms was his great reliance in all such difliculties, and if 
he could see anything to lay hold of, he was afraid of no leap, 
or rather hop, that came in his way. Mr. Grillies adds, that 
when they drew near the famous chapel of Koslin, Erskine 
expressed a hope that they might, as habitual visitors, escape 
hearing the usual endless story of the old woman that shewed 
the ruins ; but Scott answered, “ There is a pleasure in the 
song which none but the songstress knows, and by telling her 
we know it all already, we should make the poor devil 
unhappy.” 

On their return to the cottage, Scott inquired for the learned 
cabbage-eater, who had been expected to dinner. Indeed,” 
answered his wife, ^^you may be happy he is not here — he is 
so very disagreeable. Mr. Leyden, I believe, frightened him 
away.” It turned out that it was even so. When Kits on 
appeared, a round of cold beef was on the luncheon-table, and 
Mrs. Scott, forgetting his peculiar creed, offered him a slice. 
^^The antiquary, in his indignation, expressed himself in such 
outrageous terms to the lady, that Leyden first tried to correct 
him by ridicule, and then, on the madman growing more vio- 
lent, became angry in his turn, till at last he threatened, that 
if he were not silent, he would th7mo his neck. Scott shook his 
head at this recital, which Leyden observing, grew vehement in 
his own justification. Scott said not a word in reply, but took 
up a large bunch of feathers fastened to a stick, denominated 
a duster^ and shook it about the student’s ears till he laughed 
— then changed the subject.” All this is very characteristic of 
the parties. — Scott’s playful aversion to dispute was a trait in 
his mind and manners, that could alone have enabled him to 
make use at one and the same time, and for the same purpose, 
of two such persons as Kitson and Leyden,^ 

Shortly after this visit, Leyden went to London, and in the 
letter that introduced him to Ellis, Scott mentions, among 

1 See Gillies’s Reminiscences of Sir Walter Scott. 
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otlior things to ho iiu'ludod in tlu* tliinl vuluuu* uf tho Miii- 
stmlsy, “a long ])ooiu from hin own }H*n a kind of 
mauco ()1‘ Jkirdor ohivairy, iu a liKliidu)rstnuan stu*t of Htanm'’ 
This refers to the iirst draught of The Lay of Uu^ Last IVIin« 
strel; and the author’s description of it as luniig a iigiiU 
horHommi sort of staum/^ wan probably Biiggesieil by the eiiv 
cumstances uudor which the greater part of^ tlud <lratight had 
been accomplished. He has told us, in his Introduction of 
1830, that the poem originated in a recpiest of tlie young and 
lovely CountesB of Dalkeith, that he would write a lailhul on 
the legend of Cfilpin Horner: that he began it at Lasswade, 
and read tlie opening stanzas, as soon as they were writttni, to 
Erskine and Oraustoun: that their receptuui of these was 
apparently bo cold m to disgust him with what ht^ iuul dt>ne; 
but that liiiding, a few days afterwards, that the verses luul 
uevortheleas excited their curiosity, and haunUul their mem- 
ory, he was encouraged to reBiime the imdertakiug. The stuuie 
and date of tliia resumption I owe to the recollection of the 
then Cornet of the Light-horae. While the tna^p werei on pex> 
maueut duty at Musselburgh, in the autumnal recess of 1802, 
the Quarter-Master, during a charge on Ikjrtobcllo simcls, 
received a kick of a horse, which confined him for three tlays 
to his lodgings. Mr, Bkene found hiiu busy with his pan ; and 
he produced before these three days expired the firat cmito of 
the Lay, very nearly, if his friend^i memory may ba trusted, 
in the state in which it was ultimately published. That the 
whole poem was sketched and filled in with extrat^nlinary 
rapidity, there can be no difficulty in believing. He hhuseff 
says (in the Introduction of 1880), that after lie had once got 
fairly into the vein, it prooaaded at the rate of about a canto in 
a week. The Lay, however, like the Tristrem, soan outgrew the 
dimensions which ho had originally contemplated ; ih© design 
of including it in the third volume of the Minstreby waa of 
course abandoned; and it did not appear until nearly three 
years after that fortunate mishap on the kiaeh of Fortohello. 

Next spring, Scott hurried up to London m ioon m the Oaurt 
rose, in hopes of seeing Leyden one© more before h© left Eng- 
land ; but he earn© too late. He thus writes to Ballanty nii, on 
the 21st April 1803 : — have to thank you for the aacuracy 
with which tihi© Minstrelsy is tlrrown off. Longman and Bees 
are delighted with teie printing. I this note to b© added^ 
by way of advertisemant t ~Lln the press, and will ipwdily be 
published, the Lay of the Last Minstrel, by Walter Scott, Esq., 
Editor of the Minstrelsy of the Soottigh Border. Alto Sir Tris- 





tlllCl iilUul llUHVi lUUL iivnmv tali’ iiini* miwi uiiivni 

of tlio Lay of the Laat Minatrc^l mul uuelor an old (jak in 
WindHor Korost. 

Eroiu thanoo they procuHnlod to Oxford^ notuanpaniod by 
liober j and it was on this ocoasion that iScott drat saw his 
frieiuVs brother, Heginald, in aftt'rdaya tin* apoatolio Bishop 
of Calcutta. Ho had just boon d(H*hu*t»tl thc^ auoooHHful ran- 
didate for that year's poetical [adze, and road to Htudt at 
breakfast, in Brazen Nuh(h (kdlt^ge, the MH. of his BalesUtie, 
8cDtt observed that, in the vcu’hoh on »S(donion*H Temple, one 
striking oircnnistanot*. had eseaped him, uatiiely, that no io<ds 
were used in its erection. iU‘.ginald rt^tircul for a few minubm 
to the corner of the room, ami returned with the beautiful 
lines, — 

“ No hammer h^ll, no poiulcrous axes rutig, 

Like somo tall pahn the myatic fabric sprung. 

Majestic silence,^* 

After mspeoting the Univetaity and Blenhinm, Beofct ra^ 
turned to Edinburgh, where the completed Miiiitrelay was 
published in the end of May.^ The n^print of the Ist and 
2d volumes went to 1000 copies — of volume third Messrs. 
Longman had ordered 1500. A complettj edition of 1250 
copies followed in 1806,- a fourth, also of 1250, in 1810; a 
fifth, of 1500, in 1812; a sixth, of 5(K), in 1820; and since 
then it has bean incorporated in Hc(dt*8 Collected Bcadry. 
Of the Continental and Amariciui editiouB I can miy liothing, 
except that they have been very numerous. The IxKjk was 
soon translated into German, Danish, and Hwedish; and the 
structure of tliose languages being vary favoumble to 
undertaking, the Minstrelsy of the Bcxdtish Border has thus 
become widely naturalised among natiems thamscilvas rich in 
similar treasureB of lageudaw lore. 

He speaks, in an Essay of hia closing years, as if the fnmt 
reception of tlie Minstrelsy on tire south of the Tweed had 
been cold,, ^<Tha curiosity of the English,’^ he says, 
not much awaicened by poems in the rude garb of ^itiquity, 
accompanied with notes referring to the obsaura feuds of 
barbarous clans, of whose very nmxm civilised history was 
ignorant.*^ In writing those beautiful Introductions of 1830, 
however, he seems to have kusted entirely to his reooUecHon 
of days long gone by, and he hw accordingly let fall many 
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iquitifH t*f tlu’ liuriltT* llj«^ mI4 

imuiv halliuls t4' llsr th*i s 

thi’^vurH with KliK^hiial, Irtilliiif* 

nH’«*ivml tsy a pmhh^.\ ihiif, mllrr ir-ratiif siii .^1 

Ij, HH) [irutii fur t!is^ htut inlitusii, mliirh m% %-?44ritt 
uinit infunttiii^ yuii uff iis tiiunilin, I 

\ fur Thif^ ip ip 4 ihti 

pIKimUHPtii I luut llifMinli itif'* rililimi uf «|i4 ii«»i 

ft f|UttP Mi rapidly lu llsr niid lliiP «lii| ii«»l 
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unitod in the pernou of a poi^tit*aI antiquary. Frt)iu among a 
hundred corniptioiis ho acnzod, with iuHtinctivo iho primi- 
tive diction and imagery; and produced Hirainn in whitdi tlu^ 
unbroken energy of haliViviliHod agCH, their nteru and deep 
passions, their daring adveutures and inniel (ragiulitm, and 
even their rude wild humour, are retlected with ulmcwt tlu' 
brightnesB of a Homeric mirror, intornipted by hunily a blot 
of what deserves to be called vulgarity, and totidly frtm Tnun 
any admixture of artificial HtmiinumtnliHin. Ah a picUire td’ 
manners, the Scottish Minstrelsy is not surpasstHi, if cnpudlcd, 
by any similar body of poetry preserved in any otln^r country ; 
and it unquestionatdy tjwes its HUperinrity in this resp<*ct ovtu* 
Percy^s licditpum, to the lOditor's eonscdtuitious Bdeiity, (Ui tlu* 
one hand, whudi prevented the introduction (»f luiy thing tunv 
— to ids pure taste, on the other, in the halamdng td tliscor- 
dant recitations. His introduetury t»ssayH and nntm toeuuHl 
with curious knowledge, not hastily grasped ftm thcs occasion, 
but gradually gleaned and sifted by the patient lalnnir of years, 
and presented with an easy, unaffoctiHl ijnipriety and elegant»e 
of arrangement and expression, nvhieh it may Im (Unibied if 
he ever materially surpassed in the happiest of his imaginative 
narrations. I well remember, when waverley was a new book, 
and all the world were pua'.zliug tliemaelves akmt its aiithor»« 
ship, to have heard the Poet of “The Isle of Palms'* excdaiin 
impatiently — wonde^r what all these jKiople luti parploKing 
themselves witlu have they forgotten the ui the Min« 
strelsy?^^ Even had the Editor inserted none of his own 
verse, tlie work would have contained enough, and nu^re than 
enough, to found a lasting and graoaful reputatitm. 

It is not to be denied, however, that the Minstrelsy of the 
Scottish Border has derived a very large iM!eeMiio« of^interest 
from the subsequent career of its Editor. One of tln^ critiem 
of that day said that the book contained tlie elements of a 
hundred historical romancsi^ **~and this critic wan a pro- 
phetic one. No person who has not gone through its volumes 
for the express purpose of comparing their contents with \m 
peat original works, can have formed a conception of the mul- 
less varied of incidents and images now expmded mul cmbla« 
zoned by his mature art, of which the flrit hinti may Im found 
either in the text of those primitive ballads, or in the notes, 
which the happy rambles of his youth h«l pifchercd together 
for their Hlustoation* In the edition of the Minitrelij pute 
lished since Ms death, not a few such instanoM are ptuiitiMl 
out; but the list might have been extended fax beyond Um 
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CHAPTER IV. 


Contributions to Uio Kdinburgh Uf?vlt»w — Wimkwf»rth 

Tristrein — Hemoval to AhIu'hUi'U- Mungo I’ark - • rublit^atinu uf Uie 
Lay of Uio Lriat MinatrnU » rartin’rMhip wlib Jiiim'a llallafUyn« 
Visit to London — Appuintmont m tl^rk of Hr»<inri, IWM IHtHL 

Shortly after the ooniph'to Miuntri'Iny mniml frt»ni the 
press, Scott made Ids first ai»pc*anuu*{Mis a rc^viewor. I'ha 
Edinburgli lieviow had Iwcii c'caniuciiced in ( hdt»lH'r innlef 
the superiiiteiidence of the Rev. Hyilney Hiuith, with wlunn^ 
during his short residonco in St*oilancl, In^ had lived on terms 
of great kindness md ffuniliarity. Mr. Smith mniti reHigrmd 
the editorship to Mr, Jeffrey, who hud hy this lime liwn for 
several years among the most valucHl of Sc*ott*s frimuls and 
companions at the Barj and, the new journitl hung far from 
committing itself^to violent polities at the tniiaet, he ap]iriHn« 
ated the brilliant talents regularly engaged in it far too highly, 
not to be well pleased with the cmportiinity weiisionidly 
exercising his pen in its st^rviee. His first eontrilmtion wiis im 
article on Soutiiey’s Anmdis of (lauL Tht^ nmder may mm 
trace the sequence of his articltm in the (hdlwtive edition of 
his MiBcellaneoua Prose (IHMO). 

During the summer of 1803, his chief literary work wm on 
the Sir Tristrem, but the Lay of the Imi Minstrel made prog., 
ress at intervals — 'mostly, it would sciam, wlien lie was in 
quarters with his troop of hors€% and neeeamriiy without his 
books of reference. The resumption of the war (after the 
short peace of Amiens) had given renewed animation to the 
Yolunteers, and their spirit waa kept up during two or three 
years more by the imintemittad thrtato of Invasicm. 1 1 is letters 
abound in sketches of tlie oam|>-lif6 at Muiselburgh, To Miw 
Seward., for example, he says, m July We are i»uming a 
very militaxy appearimoe. Three regimanti of militia, with a 
formidable park of artillery, are eneampsd Just by u». The 
Edinburgh Troop, to which I have the honour to Im quarter^ 
master, consists entirely of young gentlemen of faniite, and li, 
of course, admhably weU mounted and armed, irtiare art 

loa 
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Lir troops in the regiment, consisting of yeomanry, 
on faces and muscular forms announce the hardness of 
ate against which they wrestle, and the powers which 
as given them to contend with and subdue it. These 
been easily raised in Scotland, the farmers being in 
a high-spirited race of men, fond of active exercises, 
mt in hardship and fatigue. Per myself, I must own 
>ne who has, like myself, la Ute un peu exaltde, ^ the 
d circumstance of war ^ gives, for a time, a very poig- 
i pleasing sensation. The imposing appearance of 
in particular, and the rush which marks tlieir onset, 
) me to partake highly of the sublime. Perhaps I am 
attached to this sort of sport of swords because iny 
quires much active exercise, and a lameness contracted 
ood renders it inconvenient for me to take it otherwise 
horseback. I have, too, a hereditary attachment to 
al — not, I flatter myself, of the common jockey cast, 
ise I regard him as the kindest and most generous of 
rdinate tribes. I hardly even except the dogs; at 
f are usually so much better treated, that compassion 
fceed should be thrown into the scale when we weigh 
iparative merits. My wife (a foreigner) never sees a 
ased without asking what the poor horse has done in 
of pre-existence ? I would fain hope they have been 
r hackney-coachmen, and are only experiencing a re- 
.6 ill-usage they have formerly inflicted. What think 

in that autumn that Scott first saw Wordsworth, 
Qmon acquaintance, Stoddart, had so often talked of 
each other, that they met as if they had not been 
; and they parted friends. 

I Miss Wordsworth had just completed their tour in the 
s, of which so many incidents have since been immor- 
oth in the poet’s verse and in the hardly less poetical 
his sister’s Diary. On the morning of the 17th of 
r, having left their carriage at Eoslin, they walked 
valley to Lasswade, and arrived there before Mr. and 
t had risen. ^^We were received,” Mi*. Wordsworth 
ae, with that frank cordiality which, under whatever 
nces I afterwards met him, always marked his man- 
1, indeed, I found him then in every respect — except, 
hat his animal spirits were somewhat higher — pre- 
same man that you knew him in later life ; the same 
pertaining conversation, full of ^ecdote, and averse 
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from diaqinait.iou ; tlio f^ainc iinaffoctod modesty about himself ; 
tho samo eluHn’ful ami bonovolout aiuL hopeful views of man 
and the world. He partly read and ])artly recited, sometimes 
in an euihuHiasth^ style of cluiiit, the first four cantos of the 
Lay of the Last Minstrel ; and tho novelty of the manners, 
the clear picturescpie deacriptions, and the easy glowing 
energy of much of the verse, greatly delighted mod’ 

After this he walked with tlie tourists to Roslin, and prom- 
ised to meet them in two days at Melrose. Tlie uiglit; before 
tliey reached Molrose they slept at the little quiet inn of Oloven- 
forxl, where, on mentioning his name, they were received with 
all sorts of attention and kindness, — the landlady observing 
that Mr. Hcott, “ wlio wjm a v(n*y clever gentleman,” was an old 
friend of the Iiduho, and usually spent a good deal of time there 
during the fishing season ; but, indeed, says Mr. Wordsworth, 

wherever wo named him, we found the word acted as an ope 7 i 
BeBammri; and I believe that, in the character of the Sheriff^ a 
Mends, we might have counted on a hearty welcome under any 
roof in the Border country.” 

He met them at Melrose on the 19th, and escorted them 
through the Abbey, pouring out his rich stores of history and 
tradimon. They then dined together at the inn; but Miss 
Wordsworth observed that there was some difficulty about 
arraaiging matters for the night, ‘Hhe landlady refusing to 
settle anything until she had ascertained from the Bheriff him- 
aelf that he had no objeotion to sleep in the same room with 
K%tam.” Scott was thus far on his way to the Circuit Court 
at Jedburgh, in his capacity of Sheriff, and there his now friends 
again joined him 5 but he begged that they would not enter the 
court, for,” said ho, I really would not like you to see the sort 
of figure I out there.” They did see him casually, however, in 
his cooked hat and sword, marching in the Judge’s procession 
to the sound of one oracked trum^iet, and were then not sur- 
prised tliat he should have been a little ashamed of the whole 
cerexnoniaJl, He Introduced to them his friend William Laidlaw, 
who was attending the court as a juryman, and who, having 
read some of Wordsworth’s verses in a newspaper, was exceed- 
ingly anxious to be of the party, when they explored at leisure, 
alf im© law-business being over, the beautiful valley of the Jed, 
and tib© ruins of tiie Oastie of Femieherst, the original fastness 
of the noble family of Lothian. The grove of stately ancient 
elms about and below the ruin was seen to great advantage in 
a fine, grey, breei^y autumnal afternoon j and Mr. Wordsworth 
happened to say, ^^Wltat life thc«:e is in ti*ees 1 ” — ^^How differ- 
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1 Hroti, ** wiin frriniit «»f ii vmt isili'^lhlfptil i iniiin 
n iintl hrpti m tisp Urknr^it' ii-lia lalrli' raiisp 

ill tlitii ! Hiip I«»I4 iisp ii«4liiii|| 

.aiiitiunl fr«nspry luwl nu ?sinrl« hm m 

d IrtHn-s. aiitl ilis%i 

i h«dp |iitHii|.| aCtPt llir I'frrjv.ii snuiH*!! aipl ^ 

mu. Aud Uftr'k l4i«’ iiusl I |«!^hr%r n«4||*,ni| 

tumpt h«^r fr«9fil lAr 

lay lht»y m|« ‘r«n*i»4 11^41% ark, 

iun liiii willi imstur |f^||rji«| t^r r' 4 «iii^rts i-«*--,| 

<y |,ii!wrr «*r rtn^k tlir-'y siiinlf* ikt'iis !«» 

lirtirnliirly ii urni*’ «4' s|pr|# iiiul wd^irjii 

/*«##!, fruiu iIa tim^ Imtuii «jf n 

iitivu ii«"}uadiiuiiitrr» kiui% 4 i l«i liliii iii liip f ^ mrnd 
III tml iJsp IiIIIp rilligp !« 

I fripiui I4.’ytl*^t4 IumI wiilkf^l uti m Pinlit iiiiIp.i 

n tfip itif wirii, wliPii It |Mii*r l«iy Fmtii 

thpy lijn^iil iIip tiinlil, Iip ini iIipih iir*i intfriiiiig 
m Ilf ft llllli fr«i|ii wliipfi rtitilsl nm^ Ji 
kirdar flit* r^rit’^r* imi 4 ilir 

aricl tliiit iiinllipr tlipir pii|f-^piripui^ ii«r In# 

d |it.^rfiiil tlii^iii to iiyik«* al iIiia Iiipp ^iii mir# 

‘r glPlii nf IdiklrMlitiPs w-fipfr/* .#Ald Iip* t 
LI iiftoli uml m* kiiiif, llllli I $tmf Mty I liavp m in 
mdicniMp/^ iiidwl/' a€ld:i^Mr. l¥«fdp«pfi}i, 

WP WPtil wilii tdm# lis^ »ppiiirfl l«i kimw 
rkuly tu kluiw iMid likp tiiiii/* Upm iJwty tmtml, ' - 
,iiwurihi In |iiiraii«f tliPtr j«itrwjf litiiiiPWii^l ky 
to n^urii l« I^niiwitslp. 

till Mr. Wiiriliwnrlli'i iiiirstl mm, Ik# 

rtl^dipd itttirli Inw liii|«»rlaiM"# tu tiii lltowf ktoiiw 
'Mum lliiiii ki Iiw asid 

it« ; wid ypt lit* iitiikp nf tili |iriifffiwi«ii m if li» 
lirtiri iiji Eliiioifc nil liiij^? t«f ri#ifig tiy II | «iit mmm 
idug iiiittli? to ito jitotlla, niiinrfimi tii»|. mm mm 
if till pk»p-i,gttl tmm tiii#ti#| llimii tiff ilifitiltl mmn 
«im thp t»iEikiidl®r»/^ ^ 

ftttifteitim lit tils own lltomry rmnimm t# 

awiiritt rtftiiiirkilil#-»lk# frtisi it# 

rktoh ili «i|ir«ikitt ilrtifil fitim tii», 4# to li^ 
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dospondonce concerning the Bar, I confcHB hin fee-bm^k indi- 
cates less gruuud for such a fctding tlian I slunild liave 
expected to discover there. His practice brtHight him, as we 
have seen, in the sosaion of 179(1-7, L.144, IOh. ;™ita prin'oeds 
fell down, in the first year of his married life, to L.70, I7a. ; 
but they rose again, in 1798-4), to 1^.185, 9 h. ; amounttvi, in 
1799-1800, to L.129, 138.; in 1H004, to L.ITO; in 1801^2, to 
L.202, 12s.; and in the session that had just elapsed (which is 
the last included in the record l)efore me), to L.22H, IHs. 

I have already said something of the beginning of Hcott^s 
acquaintance witJi *Hhe Plttrick Hhenherd.’’ Hhortly after their 
first meeting, Hogg, coming into Kdinhurgh with a fitmk of 
sheep, was seized with a Hudden ambition of seeing himself in 
type, and he wrote out that same night a hiUlads, lUready 
famous ill the h'orest, which soma obscure bookstdler gratifuHl 
him by printing accordingly ; but they appear to have attracttnl 
no notice beyond their original sphere. Hogg then made an 
excursion into tlie Highlands, in quest of employment m over« 
saer of some extensive sheai^farm ; hut, though Hcott had fur** 
nished him with strong retwmmeudations to various friends, 
he returned without suocesg. He prinUni an lUKioimt of his 
travels, however, in a set of letters in tlie Hcote Magazine, 
which, though exceedingly rugged and uncouth, Imd abuiulant 
traces of the native shrewdneas and gtmuine lumtical feeling 
of this remarkable man. These also failed to excite attemtimi; 
but, undeterred by such disap|>ointraentB, the Bhephard no 
sooner read the third volume of tne Minstrelsy , than he mmle up 
his mind that Idie Editors Imitations of the Amnenta*’ wore 
by no means what they should have kmn. Immediately,’* 
ha says, in one of his many memoirs of himself, I choio a 
number of traditional facta, and act akiut Imitating tha man» 
ner of the ancients myaelfd^^ These iraitatbns he tranamittiHl 
to Scott, who warmly praised the many striking liaauties 
scattered over their rough iurfaca. The next time tlmfc busi- 
ness oaiTied him to Edinburgh, Scott invited him to dinner, In 
company with Laidlaw, who happened also to bo in town, and 
some other admirers of tlie rustic geniui. When Hogg entered 
the drawing-room, Mrs. Scott, kiing at the time in a delioata 
state of healtih* was reclining on a sofa. Tha Bhapherd, after 
being presented, and maJklng his l»t bow. took poaiasiion of 
another sofa placed opposite to hers, and strst^ed himiolf 
thereupon at all his length ; for, aa he said af terwarfl% ** I 
thought I could never do wrong to copy the My of the house,** 
As his dress at this period was prMsely tihat in wMoh Miy 



HI II rr-frinii 

tif tliH lH»ui4f4 «|ji| Hot uU^^rrvH m'slli s'f«|iyiiiiiiiil| 

UMagt» tn whirli lit’r rlHut/ "rin^ HWit 

rHiiiurktni iiHtlmig nf nil thin «iiiir4 Ismrlifr 
,k fn'rly» luui, l»y aff8«i4s!'4 

Am IJih h*|u*sr Ih-m fntiiiliiiijl % 

; frnlii Smll, In’ ii«h in nn4 

I ** Wiilfi'r/* iiinl ** nn!4, sit tjn|’ 

lirly ruiivtiL^iril lliP wln*lr |nirly h} Mr=^ 

iIliM'tinn rnliiliMl Tli«^ llartl tn*tisi 


114 


LIFU: OF urn WALTKU HOOTT. 


rendered more doubtful by Home qiioUitions in the rooent edi- 
tion of Warton’H History of Knglisli Poetry; but the arKUinent 
derived from the enthusiastic oxelaniutitm, “(lod help Bir 
Tristrom tho kiiiKht — lus fought for Knglaud," still remains; 
and Btrouger perhaps oven than that, in the opinion of modern 
philologists, is the total absence of ju\y Henttish tir t>ven Hortli- 
umbrian peouliaritios in the diction. All this controversy may 
be waived hero. Bcott’s object and delight was to revive the 
fame of the kliymer, whoso traditional history he had listened 
to while yet an infant amotig the crags of Hmail holme. He 
had already eolehrated liim in a nol)lo laUlad ; * he now devoted 
a volume to elucidate a fragment supposed to Iw suljstontially 
his work ; and wo shall find that thirty years aft4ir, when the 
lamp of his own genius was all hut sjwsnt, it ctmhl still revive 
and throw out at least some glimmerings of its original bright- 
ness at the name of Thomas of Eroildmme.* 

In tho course of the preceding summer, the Ixirtl-Lieutenant 
of Selkirkshire oomplaaned of Bcott’s military iseal as inter- 
fering sometimes with the discharge of his shrieval functions, 
and took oooasion to remind him, that the law, requiring eveiy 
Sheriff to reside at least four months in the year within Ins 
own jurisdiction, had not hitherto been complied with. While, 
in consequence of a renewal of this hint, he wii* seeking about 
for some “lodge in the Forest,” his kinsman of Hartion sug- 
gested that the tower of Auld Wat (tho Btammachkm of their 
family) might be refitted, so as to serve his purpose 5 and he 
received the proposal with enthusiMtao delight. On a more 
careful inspection of the loc 4 ditie 8 , however, he Imcame sen- 
sible that he would be practicsdly at a giwter distance from 
county business of all kinds at Harden, than if he were to 
continue at Lasswade. J ust at this time, the house of Asbes- 
tiel, situated on the southern bank of the Tweetl, a few miles 
from Selkirk, became vaoant iry the death of ito proprietor, 
Oolonel Eusaell, who had married a sister of Scott’s mother, 
and the consequent dispersion of the family. The young 
Laird of Ashestiel, his oousln, was then in India; and the 
Sheriff took a lease of the house, witih a small farm adjoin- 
ing. On the 4tih May, two days after the Tristram had b€«n 
punlishe(L he says to Ellis, who was meditating a northern 
tour — “I have been enga^ in travelling tek wards and 
forwards to Selkhfkshiie upon little plea« of buslnwg, Just 
important ®nough, to prevent my doing arqrtbing to purpose. 

* See Foetieat WoFla (Ikfitlcst 1841), po, 8T8-WI. 

■ Oomimre the lUte M 
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Notwithstanding, how^ever, the 'temptation that this 
3 offers, I continue to piarstie my plan, and expect 

settled at Ashestiel in the coui’^^ ^ mouth. Eose- 
; situated so near tlxe -village of as hardly to be 

itly a country residence ; besideSj, it is hcinmod in by 
and ditches, not to raention aixd Lady i^owagers, 

xre bad things for little people. expected to sell 

t advantage. I shall buy a nxoxmtaiii farm with the 
le-money, and be q,uite the Laird of the Cairn and the 

sold Bosebank in the course of tlxo year for L.5000. 
3quest made an iixiportant ch.a.xxg:e ixx his pecuniary 
L, and influenced acoorclingly tlxO arrangements of his 
life. Independently* of practice at the Bar, and of 

profits, he was now, with his little patrimony, his 
hip, and about L.20O per annimx a^xusixig from the stock 
dy settled on his wife, in possession of a fixed revenue 
y L.IOOO a year. 

jtiel will be visited by many foir Ixia sake, as long as 
iy and Marmion ai'e remembers d- A, more beautiful 
1 for the residence of a poet covild not be conceived. 
Lse was then a small one, but, ooxnj^ared with the cot- 
Lasswade, its accormxxodations “wex^e amply sufficient. 
)roached it through an old-fashiorxed garden, with holly 
and broad, green, terrace walks. Oix one side, close 
he windows, is a deep ravine, clotlxed with venerable 
Dwn which a mouixtain rivulet is Ixeard, more than 
its- progress to the Tweed. Tlxo river itself is sepa- 
om the high bank on which the Ixoxise stands only by 
fv meadow of the richest verdxxx-o. Opposite, and all 
are the green hills. The valley there is narrow, and 
ct in every direction is that of perfect pastoral repose, 
ghts immediately behind are tlxose which divide the 
rom the Yarrow ; and the latter oelebrated stream lies 
n easy ride, in the course of whiolx the traveller passes 
a variety of the finest mountaixa eoeixe^ in the south 
tnd, NTo town is within, seven miles but Selkirk, which 
n still smaller and quieter thaxx it is now; there was 
wen a gentleman^s family witlxiix visiting distance, 
t Yair, a few miles lower on tlxe Tweed, the ancient 
the Pringles of Whytbank, and at Bowhill, between 
row and Etoick, where the Ea.rl of Dalkeith used 
ally to inhabit a small shooting-lodge^ which has since 
ato a ducal residence. The coxxiatry all around, with 
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ra AsamTiMt.. 

B luul tht^ro ail insiicniliraut i^iw|itii»ti, la lli«’ Bur- 

lull rnUitis ihai» whti’hrvt^r way hr f^hn-nr In |.«ra* ihm 
:l (»f thr I’lau haul iuu|4r r«»«aii aiKi vrmr i^ih.»ii||Ii f«r rt^ry 
irty of ti«^hl luui tlnni m llir i^riiar vi|f«nir pf 

ilnKuh hr wiw JH»t nhiw' t4i firtilii hy a4%*aiitii||ra. 

LUtiliK% ihr i’fiarrrn?* rf liui own farrn, mol ilio rarv 

iia almrlit rolislHiii'ii liiin hoalllifnl i(s«'r«|talinti 

hr iiitf^rvalu of iho rhajir; iiiyl ho Iia4 Inoft, riohlaiy rs%-on 
1 fsjr thr n!iiutorru|»lrtl o'^orriHo i*f hm |wni , on 

whcUi\ iM’ttrr n|»|!n»riiUiitioi4 of j^liiily tliati ho loiil r%or 
lytnl hrforr, «»r wiw to iiiorl- w'ltls r!?iowlimi in hilof 4ayp. 
nirn hr firiii i*^iuninrt| Anhorstn^* wills a lo lii-^ 

lin'n ttniani, h«' ih«»iigfst of lakitsif Jaiiira ltt#i||f in 

«rint4*ud Uio i«ltr«‘*|i'farssn iiisit kw|» walrii isyrr llit? Imiitp 
(turinii thr winirr- t itits isol iihl*-* to t«4l s'^tin’lly isi wlwl 
tirr thi^ {irtqaiiiail foil to llsr groiiis*i; hiil in iriiils lisf^ 
•iff had liiirtlly ii wwfe in of lit.# 

aiim^ U4ort» tso iinnlo m-^oiniUjlaisr*^ wills ii rlsiir»’t«^r tnnrli 
iir nuitrd Ui hb lliiiis Ammm Hogg ot,or mohl liatr 

I mmn holioBt ThossuiPi l*tsrt|s«\ Inn faslliful 
iffsH^ioiiatidy dovoird lissmMr frsrsol frosii llaa limo nolil 
h |tart4Hl ihs^isi. l*iitti wiwt Hrni Ursasglst l*«4«aro hsisi* %u In# 

rity of Hlirritl* ois a rhii.rgs*^ sd |»starhiaii* mlsr-t* tho |a««»r 
W gitVP 8Urli 4i toiirliifig im^r'ininl f«f hsu nrinniialaiirr#^ 
fe, find I know is«si ls«sw^ inaisy rhihlrrin dr|Mni4iiig «ni liit 
thitii — work uriirro itnd ahnisdaisl^ ■ > mii«l mil llm 

aftiSKturo of ssiht Illy titwnonr^ --llial ihp Ht%%mlTn Immi 
moycal. Tons ilir |is^iiatty «»f I hr hiw %Mkm% 

nai{doytsiriifc as «hr|iltpnl* aisil .wirli fp-al* 

whrttw^dfnw in tlml rjs|*ipnly» llial tirypr l»4 wiy 

dots tsi tif ihr Iip mmm afirrw-atylii liwtk* III 

lilting hiai ki ilit» fMifisiswii wlnrli liail Iwis sirlgiiiall|f 
ks Jiuiioa Hogg. 

wi» idwi abnil ihm »mtw isistr llial hm imtk itiiw tilt mt- 
M rimiiluitiis Ihftrr Miiiiilfwiin hroliirrdiy-kw |« Tliwttiaii 
■i% lUioHtof failJifiil »r¥iink who isrtrr It?fi 

and itil! wiryttoi ins kind 

maimiffmsriil Ilf tJir lililr iitsmdoii tii^t mtlm 

:$m IhiMi cifiii |mril«iiii tsyrrliifii# la^forp hr % 4 .» m4 m|i 

m tmmafr, and mil iu tJip ui lln# 

* 

irittg tliii aaliiittii foritwl ilir 

Park, ihr imdptsrmlfifl tkdmi «if 
ai ritusm friim hi* lir«l i*itrk m 
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establish hiinself as a medical iiractitioncr in tli« town of 
Hawick, but tlL0 drudgcrioB oi that culhug ui niudi a (liBtritit 
soon exhausted his ardent temper, and he was ruiw living in 
seclusion in his native cottage at Kowlsheila on tlie Yarrow, 
nearly opposite hTewark Chiatle. Hii brother, A redd bald Park 
(then tenant of a large farm ou the Bnctdiuudi c'Htate ). a nuui 
remarkable for strength both of mind and body, introdinuul Mm 
traveller to the 8heril¥, They noon became mutdi attmdied 
to each other; and Scott aupplical Home intenmting auetulotcH 
of tlieir brief intercourse to Mr, Wishaw, the editor of Park’s 
Posthumous Journal, with which I shall blend a few minor 
circumstances, gathered from him in converHatitni lung iifttn*- 
wards. ^‘On one oeeaHion,” he nays, “the traveller eomumnb 
oated some very remarkable mlventurcH which had lad'alleri him 
in Africa, but which hc^ had not recordiHl in \m lamk.” On 
ScotPs asking the cause of thm Hilence, Mimgo atmwyrcHl, Idiat 
in all cases where he had information to commimit*at<s whiidi 
he thought of importanoe to the |>uhlie, he hml Hhtied th« 
boldly, leaving it to his readers to irfva siudi credit to hifi 
ments as they might apj^ear justly to dasarve; but that h© 
would not shock their faith, or render hin travels mcm^ iuiir« 
vellous, by introducing cirmimstanees, whicli, howiiver true, 
were of little or no moment, as they relatiHl Holely to hi» own 
personal adventures and Thk reply itnmk Btsotfc m 

Jbighly characteristic of the man; and though itroiigly tempted 
to set down some of these marvedn for Mr. Wiihaw*i uae, he 
on reflection abstained from doing ho, holding it unfair Ui 
record what the adventurer had doliliemtely ehoiieii Ui auppnw 
in his own narrative. He eonftrma the acooimt givpyt by Park^i 
biographer of his cold and reservod manneri to itrangera ; and, 
in particular, of his disgust, with the imUt§d cjueatioui which 
curious visitors would often put to him upon the JBubjticifc of his 
'travels. '^Tliis practice/’ said Mungo, mo to two 

risks ; either that I may not undsritoicl the ciucftllons moant 
to be put, or that my answari to them may \m miicionstnuMl ; ’’ 
and he contrasted such eonduot with the fmnkne« of BootPi 
revered friend Dr. Adam Fergusion, who, fcht fmy iwl day the 
traveller dined with him at Hallyardi, iptmcl a liirft m.ap of 
Africa on the table, and mad© him out hit progrost thor©* 
upon, inch by inch, questioning him minutely m te twiy itep 
he had taken. Here, however,” says BmitU F* wm 

using a privilege to which h© wai well ©ntiWicl by hli vem 
erable age and high literary charieter, but which CNould 
have been, exercised with propriety by «yy C0m.moa ste«if©r,” 
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he answered, “ FnnLs (ohu'uh) fullnw thone wlui look 

to them.^^ With tluH (‘xpresnion Muii^o ntruok the HpurH into 
his horse, and 8eott newer saw liini His parting provt'rh, 

by the way, was probably sugKi'sUul by one (jf the Border 
ballads, in whieh speeieB of lore he \vi\M ahutmt as great a 
I)roficient as the Sheriff hiiuBelf; for we nnitl iti Kdtnu o* 
Gordon, — 

“ "Iliem looks to frt'its, my master clear, 

Then fruits will follow them.’* 

The brother of Mungo Ihirk renuiined in Heott'a neighho\ir« 
hood for some years, and was frecjuently his (^impaniou in his 
mountain rides. Though a man of the most (huuitleHS t(‘inpera- 
inent, he was often alarmed at Beedt’s reekless horscnuanshia 
^^ThedehPa in ye, Hherra,*^ he would say; ye'll m»v«*r halt 
till they bring you hamo with your fee^t fortuiumt" He reme 
greatly in favour, in eonsequanee of the gallantry with wldeh 
he assisted the Sheriff in seizing a gipsy, jwauased of murder, 
from amidst a groii]^) of similar desperadoes, on whom they hatl 
come unexpectedly in a desolate part of tlie country* 

To return to the Lay of the Laat Minstrel ; Kllis, umlini^tiuuU 
ing it to be now nearly ready for the prtmH, writes to Heott, 
urging him to set it forth with some eupaved ilUistratitms 
if possible, after Flaxman, whose splendid designs from Homer 
had shortly before made tbeir apparanee. Ha answers, 
August 21~“t Hhould fear Flaxmaids geniiiH is too elnssb 
to stoop to body forth my Gothic Borderers. Would there 
not be some risk of their resmnbling the antique of Homer's 
heroes, rather than the iron racm of Halvator? I should like 
at least to bo at his elbow when at work. I wish very touch 
I could have sent you the Lay while in MB., have foul the 
advantage of your opinion and eorrections. But Biilliintytm 
galled my kibes so severely during an unusual fit of activity, 
that I gave him the whole story in a sort of jtet Itoth wdth him 
and with it.^^ 

There is a clrcuraBtance whieh m.uit alrtady have struck such 
of my readers as knew the author in hii latter days, namely, 
the readiness with which he seems to have communicated tids 
poem, in its progress, not only to hii own familiar fritndi, but 
to new and casual aoquaintaneeg. We shall Bud him Mlawtitg 
the same course wito hii Marmion--but not, I lliirik, with 
any of his subsequent works. Hk ditennlnation to ecmiult 
the movements of his own mind alone in th# oondnel of hk 
pieces, was probably tai:©n before he began tiha Iaj ; and he 



LAV or TitK I AST MiNATHt:U It! I 

n rwolvinl tn irti«i f*»r th*^ t»f iiunssr iniM*ryriirU’'?i 

Iwa pi«rm»iw tuily HnlhuUyiio iitttl Williiuii Kwkui®^. 

0 prinO'‘r W2W it nmn i»f : 

uvvu ^iyU' luul thf* iiimnihb' f'liullH i4‘ |Hnn|H»nity mi4 liffW- 
mi; hut lii^ t^y*^ h»r %‘iuual vrun-^A hi fhi^ wrilii^r^ «»f 

t^VH WfW quirk* autl, Ihnuith hii4 \kim apt. t«* 

It atnuu^rr tliu Hii|»rr?r»iiij|i «»!" innturiu'iiy * li*’ wnn ui rrality 
IkuiuhI ntaUi luul ruijv«‘y*’‘i hta imiul i*n nurli iiuillrr^ 

Uil oamlcnir itiul *!rlinM*y sluriua *hr whnU’f «»| SnUi*!-* brill 
t rarrt'r. In tlir vmi iiiiijHrily *«f Hi?*liUirr.H hr la?i 

uul iWHjuir^iru nt iin ilii' |*rf»|irii’iy lu« , 

Ihrrr rrrtiunly ihtninh riiri% in whirh Iihi 

tn alti^r tliuiica itiitrh lunrt^ tniiinf^qutnirr itiiiii it w«iril 

% rhy lilts wim fmnkly t«uiilrr«»4, mul t»is 4t4ilM^mii«n iphijiltml 
Hrntt Mr, Kriikttin wm ilir ri’frr«v whrnrvHr th*^ 
itatinl aliHUt tiikiiiK thn htiil.4 nf thi’ OTi.lnit-?s ty |_iii||ra}wrr ; 

1 hi^ r%4inwl toip liml gniiiti^ iiiannnri'i nnisUnTtl 1 h« rrilimi 
iwiua hiidily valuaiila. With l%“u «iir|i failhfiil frnanl# 
hiri liiM nwli* autlnir nf thi» laty iinght wifriy 

■li iinulinn lit^ i«i lia rrvisnf tnini hy Uta*ri|r rilm, 

II tlia waak i»f «l|iiiiiarv iHlIfi, Ilia faiy 

hmI i and mtcww at onaa that. lUariiinra 

ill tha iiiiiiu Intinsiam nf Ufa, I ?4utll nt«t mm^k iht^ 

Jttr with inatiy iia In tlip inariifi nf a |«»«nii whiali tw 

r kapi it» jil»n fur tnmrly half ii «auitnry ; last tnw m Iwu 

iitiiiiml riuniirku nsi tlm tiinlnry rsf ihn may li«^ 

dntttHl 

t ii tnirinui Ui tripn ih«*' aiiiiiJI Iwr^infiing^ iiiitl gwliwl ili^ 

:qiruprit «if hii dttiinii. TIip Unndy t,S.»issiltw «d Ihdkpilli 
m a wild rndn ingtnsd s4 tkirilpr dmhhri^^ aiitl utMirl.itrly 

i him tn iiiiikn st iliP nf a I^IUm.!, Up lia*l tM^ai 

^idy Iftlunirisig In IliP ftliip.Hlais«.»fi «sf tls«^ Itiglia” 

riliad ki wt wsrsriit mn^r imhI kml uf tlsp iaitn* itiitrhl.* iiiid 
haim ctiimplnlinl hii «iwfi ai«f|iiph ifilPlidiiin tliP wIihIp k# tm 
iiidial in ilip ill ini «f llw Misialfpky. Up lii 

ly ,I>iylkidtl4i w|isfia|.., and isuila akwt fnr mhiip tipw tari«4f 
dlnticin iitiil rtiywis wlimli iiiiftil a*l«piiHt wiilpnil i«i-* 
priidy in a iiriiiii fnr ilsp autsp Hir *l«ltfi 

ddart’i pwml mdlaliiMi* a y*w nr iwu Imlmp, 
subllihiM-l OliriitaiaiU ht*l fiipd itniaip cif l.l»al ii«44p fraf- 
:sfe ill lili iimtiiwry | and it to tiim, Ihml Uy tlitnwiiif 

ito^ i»f Cliljiiii Iltirtiitr inln tif » Mtidimf 

BttighI iiiidi m wim tif tlip lator inptrk^ 

fonkl stryn to TOiiiii«^t hi8 (hmtim^km iif lliii Sir 
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Tristrem with hin iniitationH of the (ujunuon popular ballad in 
the G-rey Brotlior and Kvo of duhin A ainglo hciuio of 
feudal festivity in the hall of HraukHoims dlHiurluHl by mmm 
pranks of a nondescript goblin, wan probably all tlnit lie (*ou« 
templated; but his ac^eideutal couiincment in the midHfc of a 
volunteer camp gave him laiHure to nicdiUtte Iub to the 

sound of the bugle; — and suddenly there flushes t>n liim the 
idea of extending hia simplt? outline, ho im to embmec a vivitl 
panorama of that old border life of war mul tumult, and all 
earnest passions, with whieli liis reseurehes on the Min- 
strelsy had by tlegrees fed his imagination, until even the 
iniuutest feature had been taken homt^ and nuiiised with uu- 
conscious inteiiHeiajss of sympathy; so that he luul won for 
himself in the past, another world, hardly Ic^ss complete or 
familiar tlian the iiresent. Krskiue or ( Iranstoun suggests that 
he would do well to divide the poem into cantos, and prefix to 
each of them a motto axphuiatory of the iuditm, after the fimhiou 
of Spenser in the I'acry Quean. He pauses fur a moment-- 
smd the happiest conception of the framework of a tncturesqua 
narrative that ever occurred to any poet —one tfiat Itorner 
might have envied— the creation of the ancient harper, starts 
to life. By such steps did the Lay of the Ijast Minstrel grow 
out of the Minstrelsy of the Bcottish Border. 

A word more of its felicitous rmuddnary, It wm at Bow« 
hill that the OoimtcsB of Dalkeith rm|ueitcd a Imllad on Clihiin 
Horner, The ruined castle of Newark cltmcly adjoiui tfmt 
seat, and is now indeed included within its pieamtnmh Newark 
had been the chosen residence of the first Duchass of Bucchnicli, 
and he accordingly shadows out his own bmutifnl friend in the 
person of her lorcrs anceatrasi, the last of the original uLmk of 
that great house; himself the favoured inmate of liowhlll, Im 
troduoed certainly to the familiarity of itecindainconiwiuanoe 
of his devotion to the poetry of a by-past in that of an 
aged minstrel, the laat of all the mce,” gaaktng shelter at the 
gate, of Newark, in days when many an adherent of the fallen 
cause of Stuact, — hia own bearded anceitor, mho hM fmt.ghi at 
MlUmmkie, among the raet, — owed their safety to her who 

In pridi of power, In 1mnty*i bloom, 

liaa wept o^r Monmonfek^s bloody tomb.” 

The arch allnsloni which run through idl tibw# 
without in the least interrupting fcli© truth and graeeM p«bho« 
of their main impression, item to me exquisitely eharwtertsMc 



/.4r fir Ti/r i.AHt MUf^ruML. ’ 1211 

jiimI |«rNlf« wii.» |i|ii% »iiii grmm 
rli isi.ialf^rrd l«ui$ isf mill r«»i, iti Irtitli, «lial 

tlillt |.tivi''f4 It* id! Iuv4 moili'5 iln'ir ;%ri4 iiu%r kiiHl 

ill*’ nndJrii « ffnn^-jan ^jf llsr> 

[|Uii.rt-bkKH! o| dr-i ItMiii Ihm |aM“arr.4| 

II 111% Mllilliar dl . 4i^.. •■I't .%|Ti-.| sr S^l 

W|i|iilly III llii’ iiuadd hM:i% .^vi fl-.r i 

ttlld Ifi 4^11 IM*! hus,s>* l^r.! -lii! ,..irU 

riirM»?nly. nnh 4u4ru l-u*;.: frrl 

j III iht^ mihnm^ id l»^4$fihr^4 hf«^ ’ I# ^ 

li ^Imisiattridly II* idl lin® m n! ^ |r,i;l s^j, U.r s,nrtr t .-../jr -a 

|ilirrsilhinsr^fi «4 Ihr |,j%y td thr> .Msilsifc-I mm 

i tiill tn%n lllll«*l' mml lllid iil|.sr^it Iai4 lm»m ail4 

I'lhisig li«4««rc» itM, Kvr^t* u®d«'p4* ia«^ a tumk, 

if, hill h»riiiiiislr-||‘ ui in %m '0 

lUiy mmm idlnfii^^n.^ lur^r.- |>ai^.rii r m Ik# 

I t« til# iliil ImIiI|8*ii i4 lh«* || 

tJlPli idy lilill III# ii|i(firr t4 III# i^rf-u hast «||« 

(it iifcrli«m f«ir It*# li%'4fsg *4 ll&« 

m.ri«loillii ; mid %wm ■ - ipiti# pr.'i%v%r:4 ih# 

i mil ihiilhl lliiil Is# hml Isiri 

I in III# fnriis itn*l «4 fstai JIm 

I iiiiiy Imi rsiiifuds'^ml m f li»t hfs:f?hi k~ r^uiii^Munan^^ ih.v»«t '' in 

tl III! til# li^iimul ikrmtm «if lil^ MH5||.ifid fsissrt- |i-»4 
;li f«miiit ttjiiitiaiiiii tm iljf?ir tlr^ngih, immiUmrnm, 

immtty. 

ttif iiksiitifi lliifti-— 

** I# ll» hm$%» ■ III# ^%nm , 

Ati4 41*1 h# wdsph-f l»»ri|i <^%mw f 

Hsi! ■ ■■ ■ %^mwf 

Ar«.«P Ihm # IstiithI# 

tiitSi tliariiiiiif Iip lia# «|ial wm, m% l%# 

wlitn tl# |ii^ll|ll♦«| t|s#l|l* ill® r'illi'f 4 . 11 %' •tiftsmiti id .,4#-li«,i||p| 

I l■ll# flllMSltlil tl|.iit III# It 111 'I# # t|#.|8illl 

'0f Kfiiily Iiiiiiiity Hi him liP «« 

i?i mmh willi lli# iil#« «f kiif m iUMtiniain t»nm^ m&4 
nn| i#iily iIip ** fi#? Imtl na dMf $ 

tiiimll MmmWh htti -ih# Immi mi %im ^mm mnl\im 
» Wflilt tl# ** |ti««iriti|| Mkms^'mm 0 m.$ il 

i ftf tli« lit ||;|^ I.illf|fif iW fmmm ««| 

Witiiii^i mm4mm4 It mm%% %m rnfmm «li#i tli# %mMil 

iitii.ii-toi |ii#i titpf lii#t mm^ trf 

iflf on 111# iiurt-inirii l^nl uf i||p to 
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Triatrem with liiH iniii.ifioHH of tiu* rojjuixMi jM^pulur i 

tlio drey Hrotlnn* and Kve id‘ St. dnlm. A of 

loiidal I’estivity in the hall nf Brankhonie, diNf iitiani U\ .s<uu<^ 
priiuks or a lumdoHeript g^ihliiu wuH pruhiildy all that Ite 
tomplaiiHl ; hut hin iMT.ithuital fiuiiiiifment in the nnd.Ht of 
voluntoor oanip him hdsnre tn medUale Uin ihrnu* ti) tli<% 

aouud of ilio hugh^- and nuddenlv tliere Ihrdo^i mi him i.lxi\ 

idea of oKtonding liia Himph* cmtlmis hh a?. li» euduaet* a vivul 
panorama of that ohl Hordin' Ufo^ of war uml tumult, and all 
oarncHi pasHioUH, with whitdi hin rrHeanduM mi the Miu- 
strolsy Jiad )>y di^grt'OH fed hin imugiuiitnuu uiitd 1^011 llii% 
miuuU^Ht fi*atui'e lead hmm taken home and reali? 4 rd with xxti^ 
coiiHidous iiiioumuH^HH of Hvmpathy; that he hatl wmi i*or 

himself in the j>ash unotlier world, hardly h'MH emnplrte 
familiar tluin the present. Krskiiu* or i ‘ntirdmiu lha*t; 

ho ’would do well to divide the jioem intn eantiiH, ami prefix taj 
each of them a motto explanatory of the aet ion, alter tin* fui 4 liit>i 3 i 
of Hpoiiser in tlu^ Kaery Quneti, He pauses lor a mmaeiit 
and the luippieHt (•()uet*ption of the friuiiewoik of a pteturesijito 
narrative that ever cK’eurred to any poet mu' tliui Hotuor 
might have envied — tlie ereriihm of llie aneient hur|^»r, Htartn 
to life. By sueh Htepn did the Lajir’ of (he Hast .MniHtrel grtj\\r 
out of the MiuHtrelsy of the Heottish Border. 

A word more of its felicdtoim nimdunerv. It was at Huw- 
hill that the dounhms of Halkeilh retJUl^H(ed u inillm! on dilpin 
Horner. The mined easUe iif Newark elonely ndjoniH iliitt; 
seat, and is now indeed imduded within n% Newarlc 

had been the (diosen resitleuer* of the first I hirhesH of Hurehuicl i , 
and he aceordingly Hhmlows nnt his own heauttful fnrnd m 
person of lier lan{*H aru'estreHS, the lust of iho orignuil tif 

that groat house; hunscdf the favourtnl inmate of Howhill, iix^ 
troduced certainly to the familiarity of ilHeireltMUrmisetpitnuicn 
of his devotion to tlie poetry of tt hyi»asr age. m llm! of tit\ 
aged minstrel, ^Hhe huit of ail the raei%*‘ sm^ktug alielier at then 
gate of Newark, in days when many iiu adherent of tli«» fallen il 
cause of Stuart, — lus 'own iHamletraimestor. le/u# /iail/eiei/if (4.4 
KUlimmkiv^ anumg the rest, -»»awml their safety to lier who 

“ In pride of j«»wer, In liloonu 

Had wept MonmouUPi liiiimly n«mbd* 

The a,rch allusioui which ritn through al! tluw 
without in the least interniptitig the truth eiuI gruHiful |mfclto^ 
of their main imprasHitm, mmxn t«i me tmqut«iUdy eliarmdi^riHtics 


30tt, whose delight and pride was to play with the genius 
h nevertheless mastered him at will. For, in truth, what 
that gives to all his works their unique and marking eharm, 
pt the matchless effect which sudden effusions of the pure- 
leart-blood of nature derive from their being poured out, 

1 appearance involuntarily, amidst dicti(jn and sentiment 
equally in the mould of the busy world, ami tiie seemingly 
tual desire to dwell on nothing but what miglit be likeh' 
Kcite curiosity, without too much disturbiinr deeper feel- 
, in the saloons of polished life ? Such okbursts come 
1 dramatically in all his writings ; but in the interludes 
passionate parentheses of the Lay of the Last !^Iinstrel we 
^ the poet’s own inner soul and temperament laid Imre and 
bbing^ before us. Even here, indeed, he has a mask, and 
msts it — but fortunately it is a transparent one. 
any minor personal allusions have been explained in the 
s to the last edition of the Lay. It was hardly necessary 
L then to say that the choice of the hero had been dictated 
he poet’s affection for the living descendants of the Baron 
ranstoun ; and now — none who have perused the preceding 
IS can doubt that he had dressed out his ]Margaret of Brank- 
e in the form and features of his own first love. This 
n may be considered as the ‘‘ bright consummate flower” in 
ih. all the dearest dreams of his youthful fancy had at 
th found expansion for their strength, spirit, tendem^, 
beauty. 

1 the closing lines — 

“ Hush’d is the harp — the Minstrel gone ; 

And did he wander forth alone ? 

Ho ! — close beneath proud Newark’s tower 
Arose the Minstrel’s humble bower,” &c. 

a these charming lines he has embodied what was, at the 
i when he penned them, the chief day-dream of Ashestiel. 
m the moment that his uncle’s death placed a considerable 
of ready money at his command, he pleased himself, as 
liave seen, with the idea of buying a mountain farm, and 
)ming not only the sheriff” (as he had in former days 
ghted to call himself), but “the Mrd of the cairn and the 
ir.” While he was labouring doiicement at the liay” (as 
me of his letters he expresses it), during the recess of 1804, 
umstances rendered it next to certain that the small estate 
IBroadmeadowSf situated just over against the ruins of 
? 7 ark, on the northern bank of the Yarrow, would soon be 
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exposed to vsalo; iiud many a did he ritle remnd it in 
company with Lon I and Lady Dalkcdtli, 

“ Wh(‘U HUinmor ttiniknl on Sweet Hnwhil!,’* 

surveying tlio beautiful little domain with wistful eyes, and 
anticipating that 

“ There would Hing achieveiueiit high 
And circmuHtaiKU'. of chivalry, 

And Yarrow, an ho rolhul along, 

Bear burden to tho MiiiHtnd'H Htuig.” 

I consider it as, in om* point of vi(*w, the great ('st miHfortunc' 
of liirt life that this vision was not realiscil; bnt thi' sueet'SH 
of tho poenn itsedf ehanged the spirit of his dnuund’ 
favour whieh it at one.c^ al.taiuetl had not been equalUnl in tin* 
case of any oiu^ ])ot‘m of eonsidt‘ral>le Imigth during at huist 
two generations : it e.ertaiidy had not beem approaehed in the 
case of any narrative poem sinee the days of Uryden. Ih'fon* 
it was sent to the press it had reeeivaul warm eiimmemlathm 
from tlie ablest and most iuUueuUal eritie of the time; but 
when Mr. doifrey’s reviewal ajjpeared, a month itftm* puldi- 
eation, laudatory as its languagt^ was, it seanudy eiuue up it) 
tho opinion which luul already taken root in the publie^ mintl. 
It, however, (piite saiislied the atiilior; and 1 think it just to 
state, that I have not diseovered in any of the Itd-lers whieh he 
rocoived from hrother-poets — no, not evmi in those of Words- 
worth or (kun])bell— a strain of a})])robnUuu Inglu'r, un 
the whole, than that of the chief jjrofesHional revitnver of the 
period. Wlum tlu’ happy days of youth an) ov(‘r, even the 
most genial ami generous of luinds are seldom able ti» enter 
into the straius of a new poet with that Ldl and open tielighi 
which he awakens in the boHoms of the rising generalitiu atniui 
him. Their deep and eager symnaihies have alnuuly been 
drawn upon to an extent of which the prosaic part of the 
species can never have any conceptiou; mid when the tit tif 
creative inspiration has subsided, they are apt to be nUlu^r 
cold critics even of their own noblest appeals to the simple 
primary feoliiigs of their kiiuL 

would be great affeetation,*’ says the Intnaluetion of 
1830, “not to own tliat the author expected some gue(n»Hs frum 
the Lay of the Last Minstnd. The attcunpt Uj return to a 
more simplo and natural pocstry was likely to bt) weleonuHl, at 
a time when the public liad become tired of heroic liexametem, 
with all the buckram and binding that belong to them in 
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modern days. But whatever might have been his expectations, 
whether moderate or unreasonable, the result left them far 
behind; for among those who smiled on the adventurous 
minstrel were numbered the great names of William Pitt and 
Charles Fox. Keither was the extent of the sale inferior to 
the character of the judges who received the poem with appro- 
bation. Upwards of 30,000 copies were disposed of by the 
trade; and the author had to perforin a task difficult to human 
vanity, when called upon to make the necessary d eductions 
from his own merits, in a calm attempt to account for its 
popularity.’^ 

Through what channel or in what terms Fox made known 
his opinion of the Lay, I have failed to ascertain. Pitt’s praise, 
as expressed to his niece, Lady Hester Stanhope, within a few 
weeks after the poem appeared, was repeated by her to William 
B-ose, who, of course, communicated it forthwith to the author ; 
and not long after, the Minister, in conversation with Scott’s 
early friend William Bundas, signified that it would give him 
pleasure to find some opportunity of advancing the fortunes of 
such a writer. I remember,” writes this gentleman, at Mr. 
Pitt’s table in 1805, the Chancellor asked me about you and 
your then situation, and after I had answered him, Mr. Pitt 
observed — ^ He can’t remain as he is,’ and desired mo to ^ look 
to it.’ He then repeated some lines from the Lay, describing 
the old harper’s embarrassment when asked to play, and said — 
^This is a sort of thing which I might have expected in painting, 
but could never have fancied capable of being given in poetry.’ ” 
— It is agreeable to know that this great statesman and accom- 
plished scholar awoke at least once from his supposed apathy 
as to the elegant literature of his own time. 

The poet has under-estimated even the patent and tajigible 
evidence of his success. The first edition of the Lay was a 
magnificent quarto, 750 copies; b\it this was soon exhausted, 
and there followed one octavo impression after another in close 
succession to the number of fourteen. In fact, some forty-four 
thousand copies had been disposed of in tins country, and by 
the legitimate trade alone, before he superintended the edition 
of 1830, to which his biographical introductions were prefixed. 
In the history of British Poetry nothing had ever equalled the 
demand for the Lay of the Last Minstrel. 

The publishers of the first edition were Longman and Co. of 
London, and Archibald Constable and Co. of EcBnburgh ; which 
last house, however, had but a small share in the adventure, 
The profits were to be divided equally between the author and 
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lus pixblisliers ; and Soott\s nxoiety wan fm. hUmm. 

Tjongman, wlicu a aocond lalilitai wan inillt‘d fm*, L.n(Hl 

for the copyright; this was a(*rept<Hi ; hut they arterwanlH, an 
tlxo Introduction says» added L. HKJ in their own 'lumulicited 
kindness. It was handsomely given, to Hn|i|tly the Umn of u 
lino horse which broke <l()wn smhhmiy while tlo' author wan 
I'icling with one of the worthy publisluTs. ’ I'lie autIujr’H wht»lt^ 
sluiTo, then, in the prolits of th(‘ Lay, eaiue to L. itiU, r»H. 

JVlr. Ballantyne, in his IMi'iuonintlum, say h, that very nhortly 
a Ihcr the publication of the Lay, la* lound hinuiell tdiligfal to 
to Mi*. 8coit for an advaiife of laoni-y ; U\% own eapital 
bfning inadequate for the Imsine.H.s which had been iu‘cniniiliiird 
oil his juess, ill conK(‘(|ia‘nc<‘ of tln^ reputation it had aeqnired 
for beauty and (iorr<'ct.U(‘SM of e.xecntiom Alrt'itdy, m we have 
scon, tlie ]>rinter laid received “a liberal loan;”- **iind now,” 
saya he, ^Mieing coiujielled, niuugre all delicacy, to rrmny my 
a]3plication, ho candidly answered that he was not quite snn^ 
tlia.t it would be prudent for him to eonqily, hut in carder to 
evince his entire conlidence in nu% he was willing to miike a 
f:^iiitablo advance to bo admitted as a third .Hlmrer of my 
bixsiness.” No trace has been discovered f»f any eKiindmition 
iixho the state of the buHiness, on the part of Hctdl, at this time. 
However, he now embarked in Balhuityne’i^ conci^rn idiisoiii the 
wlioloof the capital wdiieh he liatl a few months bdoro ih^inigncd 
to invest in the pureluiHi'. of Broadnioadcm^i^. Pw cililcr fwina. 

I have hinted my HUHjneion thut lie hud h»risiw| m»m» diii' 
taaxt notion of such an aliiunets its parly in^ tht^ iflain of Halliifo 
ty lie’s projected rmaovul from Ktdso; am! hi#! liitriMhiciioii n* 
tlio Lay, in iHdO, appew’s to leave little doubt that the }io|if» of 
ultimately sueccuuliug at the Har had waxed very faint, |i«dor«« 
tlxo third volume of the Minstnday wm hRuighi out in iHit.’f 
AVlicn that liojie ultimately vanialioil altcigeilier, |M^rba|>ii in^ 
liiinsolf would not have found it ©asy to tell Tli© nuMt ii$o 
Xiortant of men’s opinioiiH, views, and projects* %m 
taken up in so very gradual a manii©r, md aftar inw$y 
pauses of hesitation and of inward rotriMJtaticm, ilial liioy 
tlxemselvos are at a loss to trruMs in rotrtxtmic’t all tli© itagPi 
tlxrough which their minds have paaied* W© mm pWtilf that 
Scott had never been fond of hts profesiiorn hut Ihii, itnto 
scions of his own persevering diligtmc©. h© Merited hii ttmnly 
success in it mainly to the nrejudieai of tlm Sciotch io! bitow 
against employing, in weighty iit any larrlil#r 

sxxpposed to bo strongly imbued with tli© kiv© ofliteralafti; 
instancing the career of his fri©nd Jeffrey m iJmoil tto »!k 
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ary instance within Ms experience of such prejudices being 
ntirely overcome. Had Scott, to his strong sense and dexter- 
us ingenuity, his well-grounded knowledge of the jurispru- 
.ence of his country, and his admirable industry, added a 
irisk and ready talent for debate and declamation, I can have 
lo doubt that his triumph must have been as complete as Mr. 
effrey’s ; nor in truth do I much question that, had one really 
reat and interesting case been submitted to his sole manage- 
lent, the result would have been to place his professional char- 
cter for skill and judgment, and variety of resource, on so 
.rm a basis, that even his rising celebrity as a man of letters 
ould not have seriously disturbed it. Hay, I think it quite 
ossible, that had he been intrusted with one such case after 
is reputation was established, and he had been compelled to 

0 his abilities some measure of justice in his own secret esti- 
late, he might have displayed very considerable powers even 
s a forensic speaker. But no opportunities of this engaging 
ind having ever been presented to him — after he had per- 
Lsted for more than ten years in sweeping the floor of the 
'arliament House, without meeting with any employment but 
^hat would have suited the dullest drudge, and seen himself 
jrmly and yearly more and more distanced by contemporaries 
5r wifiose general capacity he could have had little respect — 
'bile, at the same time, he already felt his own position in 
le eyes of society at large to have been signally elevated 

1 consequence of his extra-professional exertions — it is not 
'onderful that disgust should have gradually gained upon 
im, and that the sudden blaze and tumult of renown which 
zrrounded the author of the Lay should have at last deter- 
dned him to concentrate all his ambition on the pursuits 
hich had alone brought him distinction. 

We have seen that, before he formed his contract with 
allantyne, he was in possession of such a fixed income as 
light have satisfied all his desires, had he not found his 
imily increasing rapidly about him. Even as that was, with 
early if not quite li.lOOO per annum, he might perhaps have 
itired not only from the Bar, but from Edinburgh, and settled 
itirely at Ashestiel or Broadmeadows, without encountering 
hat any man of his station and habits ought to have consid- 
:ed as an imprudent risk. He had, however, no wish to cut 
imself oft from the busy and intelligent society to which he 
zd been hitherto accustomed ; and resolved not to leave the 
ar until he should have at least used his best efforts for ob- 
ining, in addition to his Shrievalty, one of those Clerkships 
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of the Supreme Court, wMch are usually eousidered, els lion 
able retirements for advocates who, at a certain stan.dir'*^; 
up all hopes of reaching the Eench. I deterxiiinecl,''^ lie s 
^^that literature should be my staff but not my cx-ntcli, 
that the profits of my literary labour, however ooiiven 
otherwise, should not, if I could help it, become necessar 
my ordinary expenses. Upon such a post an aublxor m 
hope to retreat, without any perceptible alteration of 
cumstances, whenever the time should arrive that; the 
lie grew weary of his endeavours to please, or Ixo hin 
should tire of the pen. I possessed so many friends cap 
of assisting me in this object of ambition, that I coutld ha 
overrate my own prospects of obtaining the pre£erinen 
which I limited my wishes; and, in fact, I obtained, v 
long period, the reversion of a situation which coxa lately 
them.” ^ 

The first notice of this affair that occurs in his oorresj 
ence, is in a note of Lord Dalkeith’s, Febrnary 2^^ ISO 
which his noble friend says — ^'My father desires iiie tc 
you that he has had a communication with Lord Me! 
within these few days, and that he thinks yoiio' bxcszness 
good train^ though not certainJ^ I consider it as cleax', then, 
he began his negotiations about a seat at the cleric^ s tab! 
mediately after the Lay was published ; and this ixi the s 
est connexion with his trading adventure. His desig 
quitting the Bar was divulged, however, to none "but 
immediately necessary to his negotiation with tlxe Go 
ment; and the nature of his alliance with the prixxting ( 
lishment remained, I believe, not only unknown, bxxt for 
years wholly unsuspected, by any of his daily coinpa 
except Erskine. 

The forming of this commercial tie was one of the 
important steps in Scott’s life. He continned boxind 
during twenty years, and its infiuence on his literary exe; 
and his worldly fortunes was productive of much good ar 
a little evil. Its effects were in truth so mixed axxd bal 
during the vicissitudes of a long and vigorous career^ tha 
this moment doubt whether it ought, on the whole, to b 
sidered with more of satisfaction or of regret. 

With what zeal he proceeded in advancing the views < 
new copartnership, his correspondence bears ample evi 
The brilliant and captivating genius, now acknowledge 
yersally, was soon discovered by the leading booksellers 
1 Introduction to the Lay of the Last Minstrel. — 1830. 
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ho unil.iMl with HUt-h uliitiuijuu’t' cif luHtuviMl iiit»»nsuif imu 
y uimI, aiuivt' jiU» with rnirli iiislrf4tutiil4*^ 

as t.<> mark him nut. tor thf ujo-h! vahiahlr \vi»jli3i$an thry 
I'nr thu Tui't ht’ranri’ ni’ tluur ^5fh*‘iarM Iia4. 

■I'nro thia* uast a ahri'W*! anti v%v ovrr !li*’ 

liltM’ary an«l {|t*vrlHj»ril in In » Mun miml llip 

1 nl‘ many t'Xlfnaivt^ planN, uhn h wanf*''l fnUfunt' Knf 
nmuui t»r a Hullluinuf IwmIv i4 i n ^ Im !.«» 

into uXfi'Utinn willi a|»lmnini .nurrrNH .Sin h *4 Uir .»> .4 1 
ph‘tl with iti his nwu junvum wtfh i.u»' » 

tn a triuin|ihuui t’linrlusum ; hut tlu* .illi.Uii * 
yim snun inlrt’luii liini with tin* t t ^ ? 

• imu'fHiit iln mlviUit urn uluh\ nf tlm fim#". hr^ 

S fnr ntinu’ mnn tif InttiTn nial hni * |u«t 

\v jirn|umHiiy (n tivnrratn tfmir Inhnit'H «'*u«ihun4 Im 
im ami Iuh fritmilH inlt» a nmititmlt* «4 
ill.H (»!' whii’h wovo ni'Uui nxlnum’ly miilniii ati«| 
‘ly, in tlm all hut fiiH(afaii*u?i. |i i*t an »44 

llial. wlirmvrr tlii’i'i' is a firurnt thrm mus^l U-* 

; iuiti tlnariv <1*4 hn |my thn |4rnali v l«*r lh«’ 

■ in which ht< hm! cImihcii ti» tnvnh*’ thn-t f s asana* inns 
lis rule, frtim tln» that ^Uiatrvrr hr wu-fr s.f 

lUst Ih» |irinlcii at that iircss; anil Ii.mI In- #aUnr4 f*»f 
as attlhur ami nnlr tslilnr, nil had Umi «rll, h^i UaA 
mi'llcrs kimwn hia ilirisi- |»«H'iiiuaiy is.4 

nxlmnliii^ the <H'cu|iatiMn i*f thn i,imu14 

kfui iutn Hcaamiii hi.f^ ltv?*ly imai-:inai8i4s an*l 
mcnti iU4 well UM hia timfc mul jinhtiiHUsI, ami 
fur muH' cielilKUiitcly Ilian they liwi mflni «h4, hs?i 
\ rt'cimumnuiu! ituis nf mnv liUnary ?ic!»rinr.n. 
tllCHC went with some tlini Ulii|iU?4anihli|| I hat, it the 
me |ireHa were muj4ny«sh his «»wn lilnnty nk%ll 
.H fnmura tlis|H»aal fnr tin* m’lnual fn5|i«4ii4lri«4ri4rr #4 
'rtaking* ihi the utlmr hainhHrMiri^ f4ui5|,tei4t$48i8?s 
^ euat^Si |»erhu|m in the nnijiuaiy i*f iliem, r*neaa-i8-4 
Hallantyms wlinm^ hafninitl ileferriir*^ lu lu-s eiunnm 
liitn In tluun witli eiiihn.?«>iUBite -hhA , aiul ihv 

whn hml thus iilinlifetl hi.ii |*iw?a«niil i4t5ile«ri!%' f««i Ihs's 
if the |irnjMmetl m’heine, nnmi Imve frit. hiiiea4f r«un. 
u the iHHikaeller, ami ruiilil hiinlly refn.f^e mih 4r'-r«-?« y 
a et»rtititi ^hare <if the j»ertiniary re:«k» hy ihti 

1 inethml nf hm nwn \myimmi in re^nhile*! arr« 4 *liii^ 
n{4nyer*U etmveiuenee. nei 4 r«% hy ile|»reim, mm 
eiitunglemetii frnm which iteitlier lUlliiiilyiie tier hi* 

H, 
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advisor had any moans of CH(‘ap(% oxonpt only in that iadomi- 
tiihlo tho mainspring (»f porsoual iuduHtry uUogtd.hor 

unpanillolod, to which, thus net in motion, thi^ world «)\voh its 
most; gigantic inouunumt of* liti'niry goniuH. 

In the very first loUor that I have lo^ind from Hcott to his 
2 )artmr (April 113, IHOa), occur siiggcHtions about iww tMliiions 
of Thomson, Drydem, and Tacitus, and, monsjvcr, of a gtmoral 
edition of the British Poets, in one hundred velumcH Hvo, of 
which last he designed to ht^ himself the edit<»r, and (^Kp(‘cted 
that the boohmdhws would readily givt^ him dO giuiu'UH per 
yolume for his troubh^ This gigaidh^ inttn'h'red with 

one of the general Issly of liondon puhlisluws, and hn»k(^ tlowu 
accordingly; hut (lunstuhle. entered with zeal into the plan of 
a Drydeu, and Seott without dtday Imsied hiius(»lf in the col- 
lection of juai.eriiils for its (dueidation. ^ 

PrcHUsoly at the time whtm his pt)etieal anibititni hml bemi 
stimulatcul by the first ouihnrst of universal applauHC, and 
wlion ho was forming these cngagmiientH with Hallantyne, a 
fresh impetus wJis given to tlie vohuib^er mania, by the ap- 
pointment of the Earl of Moira (afterwards Mareptis of Hast- 
ings) to the chief military cotuinand in the nortli, 'riie Karl 
had married, the year hefons a Heottish Peewess, the tlounttms 
of London, and entered witli great 'mil into lu^r sympathy 
with the ]>atriotic euthuHiasm of her countrymen. Kdinluirgh 
was converted into a camp : bt‘sides a large garrison of regular 
troops, nearly 10,000 feutdbles and vohmteerH were alnumt <* 011 - 
stantly under arms. The lawyer wore his uniform unchw his 
gown ; the slunikc'eper meiusured out his wan^s in stnirlet ; in short, 
the citizens of all elassos made more use (or several numths of 
the military than of any other dress; and tlm new commander** 
in-chief consulted equally his own gratification and theirs, by 
devising a succession of maminivreH which presented a vivid 
image of the art of war conducted on a large and scientilie 
scale. In the $ham hdtlm and Bknm nUHjm of lH0r>, (Iraig- 
miliar, Gilmerton, Btaidhilla, and other formidable positions 
in the neighbourhood of Edinburgh, were the ncemm of many a 
dashing assault and resolute defence^ and myimionaily the 
spirits of the mock combatants — English and H<^oteh, or low- 
land and Highland — became so mueli excited, that there wm 
some difRciilty in preventing tht^ rough mockery of warfare 
from passing into its realities. The Highlanders, in particu- 
lar, were very hard to be dealt with ; and once, at least, Imrd 
Moira was forced to alter at the eleventh hour his proignuume 
of battle, because a battalion of kilted feaoiblas could not or 
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^oultl not lUHlorntand thni it wuk ilunr duty tn Ut^ Hiudi 

ayH JiH lluw' xuiiHi havt^ lun’ii lann^ uulily fipjrit-iilirnng tliun 
V(Ui l.lu' la'Ht td‘ I ha I nX'^rluiHa, i*a tha mid uf hm 

iV, (hdighltul lu rcn'iiU tht^ at tlanr t'niiutar* 

uirclu'H, uuiliUHrjuh^H, rhiirK*’^, lUid paiNtutH, himI m ail td thrw^ 
\h of tha hight ilor.^a utn'aa tlaif n«»na ti|»isr»ni lUMri' 

Jvaul.aKat»UHiy (luui liiiuHaH'. Vrt nurli nohnaiv iii!«rlHiii-s 
:Hau only to Iravi* whaitad hia ajijHaifa Inr rh»Mi nurk 
lultu’ih nothiuK htit a aonn»lalo puhhriiluai id hi h lrH»- t'i 
iva an Hth*i|uati' notion of Iho fiunhty with uhirl* ho vwti at 
UH early period etnuhiued the ronm'ientimn^ niaKnaiiaf»% the 
lariiuet (juarternuwU^r, th«< HjHH’uliUue |irinier» luni the ardent 
)vur of Uteraluro hir iin own nake. 

In the eonrm' of the attmiuer and auUunu of |Hth\ we liml 
im in eorreapontleneti about itiiother ginanlie aehefiie >aii 
niforiu HiU'ieH td‘ tlu' Auetmt KiiKti^h tlinudelen; mn\ there 
[’(» liiulH of vurion.N minor findiniakiiiK^^ m tfie editorial line. 
;i the muue year In^ eimtrihnfed to ,Mr. Jeffrey jounml an 
huirahle urtieiti on d'ochri^ edition of Sjten?^«‘r , an»^!her, «ui 
odwin'H Klmdwtiod; a third, on thi» Hiuhlaini «S»H’ie!!v%% Ue 
:)rt eoueerninM: the ptHuiiH of ihmnn; a iiairlli, on JMlinmht 
numlatitui t»f Kroimairt; a tiflln «»n c nlnne! I hurnioid^j Sport 
ipf 'i\mr ; atul a ni^cth. t*n mune ei!«iker\ |w**ikH ih«’ !«•»* la-a 
ang* exeellent Hf»eidiiien.fi of hoi hnnoair. |tv Sepleiaii^^r, 
eanwlule» lie hmt made tHunniii^rahle pn»grefei wiih hi’* th> •> 
m: for we iimt him then WTilitiu Kilnr, •• I lul! Uid ea#. 
ate lit ill n Ihyden. I wtmld iiii rafilrate my ottn lather, 
i I btdievt' Jupiter tlnl of yore. Whiil wouhl you m^y t«» any 
an who wouhl rin*^traU^ tir ^la^osinger, m Ih^asr- 

out and Kleleher? t dmdt aay hnl that ti iniiy W t'ery 
‘ 0 [jer to Ncdf^’t ettrreet pmirntge^ lor the xmp at uvtumU 

id etdlegefi, being aeiiMihie iit» mipro|im' nleafi ean \m puggersieil 
theiie aeminarieii, uiileitu they are tnirmled m ^muggleil 
uler the Imartb and rulfi^ of our old dramiiln^i.?s, Hui m 
aking an^ edition of a man of gefiimi’?i wmkm for lihrarieis 
i\ eolleetifiim, ami inieli I lumeeive u t'omplete e«ldioi8 of ItrV' 
n to bn. I nuwt give my antlior im I Iimt him* and ii»i 
IV out the page, mmx to get rnl of the blot, liiilo lo f hkr. ji„ 
not the pitgefi Ilf Hwtfl, iiml mm *d krdetl with 

ieoeneyi and often id the dmgtigtuig kind and «§«» we 
t Bfi© them lifmit all »helv«i'# iiinl tlr*'^iiiiiiii? tid4s''f-ig isnd m all 
udoirfi ? la not Prior the moist smbH'iusi mI uh- uAlvtih not 
an opanting Ut Fmitaune? iiini how nfim do wp nen hui 
ifkn ill remale hiitidu * In fiiet, it if* iu*t panfmgeii of Inili'" 
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oroiis iii(lcliea(*.y that, corrupt, the niiunu^rH nf a it is 

the HoiuioiH which a prurient puuuH like MuMter Little nin^^^a 
lurginihutt — it ia the aiuitiinenia! hIuiiks half lewd, 

liiilf mothodistiis that debauches tlu* mulerstandini^a irdlauies 
till*- alcepiuK piiHHions, ami preparivs the reader to give way us 
80011 as a tom]>ier appearw, At the same time, I am uot at all 
Iiappy when I pmniHi'- Home td Drydinds comedies: tfiey are 
very Vtuj>id, iiH well tis iiulelicate ; — Homidiuu’S, however, liiere 
is a conBiderahh^ vein of liveliut'SH and mul all of them 

present extraordinary pii’tnres of the age in which he lived, 
,My (•ritieal notes will not lu^ very numerous, but I bopi' to 
illustrate the piditieal poems, as Ahsahuu and Aejuti»p!iei, the 
lliml and PantluT, <S:e., with some euriouH aiamtutions. I 
liavt^ already made a eniuphde Bearch among some hundred 
pamphlets of that jiamphhM-writing age, ami with eousiderahlo 
suei'.css, as I have found several whiidi throw light im my 
author/’ 

Hut tliero is yet another important itf*m to bi* imduded in 
the list of his literary labours of this year, dim (fcnmnil 
Th'efaec to Km Novids infoniiH us, that ** about IHCJo*’ he wroU^ 
the opening eha])ter8 of Waverley ; and the His'ond Idle, ’7Vu 
iSixt)/ Fears Nmce, seleeUMl, im he says, "that the mdual date 
of jmblieation might correspond with the period in whieli the 
scene was laiil,” leaves no ilouht that he had ls‘gun tin* wairk 
so early in IHO/I as to contemplate puldishiug if ladbre LliHst 
mas/ Ue adds, in the same page, that he was iiidueed, by tlu* 
favourable reciiptionof the Lady of the Lake, lt» think td^ giv- 
ing some of his ri*e(dh‘cUons of Highlaml seem*ry and eustonm 
in ])vose; but this is imly one iustanee of the iniireurney m to 
inatti'rs of date wliieh perviulcs all f lume delightfid llvfares, 
The Lady of the Lake was not pubUsiuHl until five years afii't 
the iirst chapters of Waverley were wndtten ; its siieeess, tliert^ 
fore, eould have hatl no share in suggesting the original design 
of a Highland novel, though no dtmhi it principally iiiliueiiced 
him to take up that design fifter it had IsHHi long suspenthHl, 
and almost forgotten. 

Having proceeded,” he says, ‘‘as far as I think the seventh 
chapter, I shewed niy work to a criticjU friend* wlume opinion 
was unfa vourablei ; and having then noma pmdical n'puUtitm, 
I was unwilling to risk the loss of it by aitmnpting a new style 
of composition. 1, therefore, then threw aside the work t luul 

^ I have afleertainod, ainoe this page wm written, that a imiill »rt id 
the MS. of Waverl^ k on bearing the Wiimrmiirk of 

rest on paper of IB la. 
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commenced, without either reluctance or remonstrance. I 
ought to add, that though my ingenuous friend^s sentence was 
afterwards reversed, on an appeal to the public, it cannot be 
considered as any imputation on his good taste; for the speci- 
men subjected to his criticism did not extend beyond the 
departure of the hero for Scotland, and consequently had not 
entered upon the part of the story which was finally found 
most interesting.^^ It is, I think, evident from a letter of 1810, 
that the first critic of the opening chapters of Waverley was 
William Erskine. 

His correspondence shews how largely he was exerting him- 
self all this while in the service of authors less fortunate than 
himself. James Hogg, among others, continued to occupy from 
time to time his attention ; and he assisted regularly and assid- 
uously throughout this and the succeeding year Mr. Hobert 
Jamieson, an industrious and intelligent antiquary, who had 
engaged in editing a collection of ancient popular ballads 
before the third voluine of the Minstrelsy appeared, and who 
at length published his very curious work in 1807. Mean- 
time, Ashestiel, in place of being less resorted to by literary 
strangers than Lasswade cottage had been, shared abmidantly 
in the fresh attractions of the Lay, and ^‘booksellers in the 
plural number” were preceded and followed by an endless 
variety of tourists, whose main temptation from the south had 
been the hope of seeing the Borders' in company with their 
Minstrel. One of this yearns guests was Mr. Southey — their 
first meeting, the commencement of much kind intercourse. 
Scott still writes of himself as “ idling away his hours ; ” he 
had already learned to appear as if he were doing so to all 
who had no particular right to confidence respecting the de- 
tails of his privacy. 

Mr. Skene arrived just after a great storm and flood in 
August ; he says in his Memoranda — The ford of Ashestiel 
was never a good one, and for some time after this it remained 
not a little perilous. Scott was himself the first to attempt 
the passage on his favourite black horse Captain^ who had 
scarcely entered the river when he plunged beyond his depth, 
and had to swim to the other side with his burden. It requires 
a good horseman to swim a deep and rapid stream, but he 
trusted to the vigour of his steady trooper, and in spite of his 
lameness kept his seat manfully.” 

Mr. Skene soon discovered a change which had recently 
been made in his friend^s distribution of his time. Previously 
it had been his custom, whenever professional business or social 
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eiigagemouts (nH‘ui)io(l tho iniidtlh^ pari of hiH tlay, to nnizo 
souw jiourH for study afttu’ ho wius suppoHtnl to havo ri'tir(*d 
to bod. IliK ]diyHic.iau Huggouitul that thin was viny likidy 
to aggravate his iuh’vouh hoadaoluns, tlio only malady lu', was 
subjc'.ofc to in tlio priinu of his maul\ood; aiul, ot>nlompluUi\g 
with steady oyo a (•.ourao not only of univmitting hut of iiuu’oas- 
ing imlustvy, ho msolvcnl to nworso his plan. In^ sluu’t ht‘ had 
now adoptotl tho habits in which» with sloiuhu' variat ion, ho ovt^r 
after porHOV(U'CHl when in tlu‘ (country Ih‘ rt)st» by fivo o’ohiok, 
lit his own tiro whcui tho soasou nspiinul <uus and Hhavtul and 
drosHod with gr(‘at (hdiln'ration — for ho was a vory martinot 
as to all but tln^ more ooxooinbrios of tho toilot, not abhorring 
offoiuiiiato dandyism itsedf so o.ordially iis tlio slightost ap« 
])r()a(!h to lau’son'al slovonlinoss, or (*v('n thost* “ bt‘ibgown and 
slippor trioks/’ as In^ oallod tlnuu, in whioh literary mon Hre\ 
so ai)t to indulge. (lla<l in his shooting-jaokc't, or whatovor 
dross ho meant to nso till ilinnor time, Iio was soaUnl at his 
desk by six o’clock, all his napors arruugod hoforo him in tho 
most acc.urato order, atid nis books of rt'huHUM’o niarahalhsl 
around him on tho floor, while at lofist one favourite dog lay 
watching his eye, just, beyond the line of idrcumvallaticnn 
Thus, by the time the family assombhul for breakfast lu^twecm 
nine and ten, he had done enough (in his own language') ** to 
break the neck of the dafa nnirkJ* After breakfast, a coupler 
of hours more wWe given to his solitary tasks, and by noon he 
was, as ho tised to say, his own inan.’’ Whon tin' weather 
was bad, he would labour ineesHantly all the nmrning; but the 
generfil rule was to be otit and on horsebac^k by oiu‘ ok’h>ek at 
the latest; whih', if any more distant excurmon had lH‘en pro* 
posed over night, he wjib ready to sbirt on it by ttm ; his 
occasional rainy days of uniniorniitted study forming, as he 
said, a fund in his favour, out of which he wim entith'd to 
draw for accommodation whenever the sun shone witli special 
brightness. 

It was another rule, that every letter he received should he 
answered that same day. Nothing else could have enabled 
him to keep abreast with the flood of communications that in 
the sequel put his good nature to the sevtm^at test— hut 
already the demands on him in this way also were nturier« 
ous ; and he included attention to them among the necessary 
business which must be despatched Ivefore ha had a right to 
close his writing-box, or as lie phraaad it, << to say, out damned 
apotj and b© a gentleman.’* In turning over his enormous 
mass of correspondence, 1 have almost invariably fouiid mum 
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!ll/i 

jon Uiai» wluMi a It’tlrr had naaauit^i iy««r«' tluiii a dii> 

) unan.^wtH'iul, it whh htHsuan' hr Itiuiui maiwini fi*r 

^:ht. nut to omit, that in IIiijm’ il.i^n Sruit smih f.i^r Uh» 

} a tlnif^oon ntti tt» talir a }»riuri|Ml idi.ui- in Ihr 
Hridn' ht'^^uuung hm th'.nk wuiK in l!tr iiH^inuHr, 
uly viaitftl hia tuvnuiilr hfri-d. ami ismfht i f lu-r 

!(tfii nor Ih'tuiH Adtun * allrt| afny mu' «a fh* !.» js 
MiuHtn'lnyy lilu'il In hr ir#l t*\i «‘|a 1*% ium { ls» l.a!« r 
^ W!IH imlriMl ulltt^rl hiHf iufia«lahfr in 
iu Ilia thr mnat htihliinrui vr nl tailhliil aUn I 

t. ho \v;iH hrnllnil uml ^ailtllmh it waa fhr ru?^!^‘?n !*« «.|.K^n 
bin linnr a."* a aii-nml that liifi ina.'a<’r liuii, Mliir-n 

U^dillltdv lrnltt*i| fn I hr I’arlo <4 ihr i»n i«f 

Soott IVoin hin lummmjni fniimf it I’nnvriiiniil !«» umkm 
(1 Hlnml tlmns f4ilrn|. umi inutinnlr^j^j u.u ^ nniil 

fairly in bin noal, afl«^r i-Uin-h hr ihh|4aii, rd hirt hy 
K t-rinmphiuitty thriMiKh a hiilljani mn rr.vnnn i4 
linnvu Adam imvrr ^nlfrrr»l hiniHrll i*i hr h.r kr'4 hnl 
maHior, Ho lirnkoi I Udnn 

’a h‘K in tho riwh iitiriii|4 in tain|>r? with an/sayi, 

I WitH lit I iUM tlliio tlin rMfi?4iiiiiS «h*^* H « it. iS.?5 

.ndMoiiHs Vf^ry inioHnir'iil, ami naf«iiall> %M-fy finr*-. hv,t 
:U4 a lamb lUlininc tlm rliildirn hn "a ^4 

jadfi. Htylial ikni||hi?i and r»-rry, hr kr|4 ..ssr 
tudy u|Mm, wliHiovrr instill Ihr .4 fh*- 

\V mihdit loii|» t»iit mui in Ihr f«n*-v in*»^r 4 il^mr 
IVH talkod In I ‘aillfi lui if* ho wnUn 

lUiimal riniiiiidy did iindrr?iland a hlllr ^4 n, in 
ar, It aomimd lui if Iw |y«'i|rrlh rnin|«rrhriidrd mil 
iM that liiM tasii?niliyir’*d Imui finiftihip ai.i«| 

frimui • ilm i^roy imntid^i ii.?i %u%mg rir^imr.* 

roaka tiiitat Imi }«nriio 

ry dajr « mivu iMr, ** wi*? hast |p'«t§fa naf 

f with Ihn groylinijfidu, nr ridsint ml fasph^rn ntri fhr» 
of nianiniii? wlfiiMis m llm Twrtnl hy i^nnlnd^ mhit h 
'h^momivnr. wo nfioii ronrwod ,«! iii.|*hi hi ihr. hrd|, «4 
^ridli ailUWoinrnt td imr$nMuj Ih^ u-Hir-r, m,n 4 -aK'r.h 

wiihntit 11*4110 !iii-^jir»| j fdr lh*it luiriifi 
p jHMjhi, thn dojithi^ nf wliirh it ns nt 4 otwi 

by inf**hll||lil. - ■ w* lhal tsnl mifro-'Sisn'Sjily^ 
tmimii tfm.ko« a dpioriniiiPil ihryf^l ,ii n I 1.44 

mwlu hm oyn hm drrri%'in| hum, ttmlmml mi 

t of thtt Wtia}Hi|| mumnmu^tm^ tlio Up liinia 
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self lauuc.Uoil wii.h oorn■sp()U(liu^' v.-li<'nu*»c.> heeln <.vri- lu-a-l 
into the pool, both spear and Halinou pm,', tlie foivli (linnvit 
out by the eoiumssioii of the. boat, ami ({ueiielieil m tin- .stn-ain, 
while the boat itsell: has of eour.se ree.'.le.t to s..im' tlistaiie,'. 
I reiiieiiiber the first time I aeeompauieil our Iru'u.l, Im wi'ut 
right over the gunwale in tins manner, an,l ha.l I not ae. bl.-u 
tally been at his side, and made a sneee.s.sftd grasp at tin- skirl 
of his iaeket as he plunge, d overbounl, li*' must at lt«asi hav,- 
had an awkward dive for it. Sueli are th.' fmlnigenm.'s of 
bwniw/ the wate.r. The pleiusure.s eoiwist in b.-ing p, 'net rat, -d 
with cold and wet, having your shims broken a-.mmst iln'.sf,,ii...H 
in the dark, and perhaps nuusU'ringtme llsh out of every Uvi'itty 


you take at.^^ , . 

In all tlioso annisoinonliH, Inil part ituUarly in tlM» hnnumj uf 
the loafer, Soott’s in( wt regular at ilm litar wan .hihu 

Lord Somerville, who uniUal willi tjuahtirH mi vuiUn 

siastic love for such HportH, aiuJ coumuiiiuatu mhlri'nii in Uirtn. 
This amiable nobleman then paHHud bin autiHiiiiH ut Aivvyn, 
some eight or nine miles bellow AsIn*HtieL TIh»j inU'rrliang*’fl 
visits almost every week; ami Sc*«»tt prohti^d largely by his 
friend’s known skill in over;y tlepartriieui of ruml iH’ummiy. 
He always talked of him as his miiKfi^r in tlu» art uf phuiiiuK, 

The laird of Jlubislaw Holclom failed s|Hnid a jiiirt i»f thi^ 
autumn at Ashestiol, m long as Heott rmiudtiod theru; ami dur^ 
ing these visits they often gava a \vidi»r seujHi to Uanr ex|HnU' 
tions. ^'Indeed,” says Mi% ♦* tlu^re aro few sroiies at all 

celebrated either in the history, tnyliiiutt, t*r rumauee tif ilm 


Border couutieH, whiidi wo did mjto3C|dur«' Uigotlirr in thr 
of our ramhlos. WtU.ravermul the miliro valos uf flii» Varr«»w 


and Kttrick, with all their swec't irilmtary Khms, ami nvwr 
failed to fiml ahearty weleomi^ from the fanm^rs at 
we stopped, either for dinner or for the night. wm ihmr 
chief-inagistrato, extrenudy popular iu that oflirial <’iip:is'isy ; 
and nothing could bo more "gratifying than the fnmk and hearty 
reception which everywhere greeUid oitr arrival, fioweviT uiie„\ 
pected. The exhilarating air of the ni<mntaitia,aiid the land thy 
exercise of the day, secured tnir rtdialdng hmiiely fare, ami we 
found inexhaustible onterbunment in the varic^d display of ehiir^ 
acter which the affability of the AVim/fdrew forth im iitl is'riv 
sions in genuine breadth and purity. 1*he Isfanty of the seetiery 
gave full employment to my pencil, with the fw and fr«*«|uent 
exercise of which he never seeminl to h%^\ impaiimii. He wim 
at all times ready and willing to alight when any objwt atirmded 
my notice, and used to seat himself beiide me on tlsii brae, to 
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con over some ballad appropriate to the occasion, or narrate the 
tradition of the glen — sometimes, perhaps, to note a passing 
idea in his pocket-book 5 but this was rare, for in general he 
relied with confidence on the great storehouse of his memory. 

“ One of our earliest expeditions was to visit the wild scenery 
of the mountainous tract above Moffat, including the cascade 
of the Grey Mare^s Tail, and the dark tarn called Loch Skene. 
In our ascent to the lake we got completely bewildered in the 
thick fog which generally envelopes the nigged features of that 
lonely region; and, as we were groping through the maze of 
bogs, the ground gave way, and down went horse and horsemen 
pell-mell into a slough of peaty mud and black water, out of 
which, entangled as we were with our plaids and floundering 
nags, it was no easy matter to get extricated. Indeed, unless 
we had prudently left our gallant steeds at a farm-house below, 
and borrowed hill-ponies for the occasion, the result might have 
been worse than laughable. As it was, we rose like the spirits 
of the bog, covered cap-drpie with slime, to free themselves 
from which, our wily ponies took to rolling about on the heather, 
and we had nothing for it but following their example. At 
length, as we approached the gloomy loch, a huge eagle heaved 
himself from the margin and rose right over ixs, screaming his 
scorn of the intruders ; and altogether it would be impossible 
to picture anything more desolately savage than the scene which 
opened, as if raised by enchantment on purpose to gratify the 
poet^s eye ; thick folds of fog rolling incessantly over the face 
of the inky waters, but rent asunder now in one direction, and 
then in another — so as to afford us a glimpse of some projecting 
rock or naked point of land, or island bearing a few scraggy 
stumps of pine — and then closing again in universal darkness 
upon the cheerless waste. Much of the scenery of Old Mortal- 
ity was drawn from that day^s ride. It was also in the course 
of this excursion that we encountered that amusing personage 
introduced into Guy Mannering as ^ Tod Gabbie.^ He was one 
of those itinerants who gain a subsistence among the moor- 
land farmers by relieving them of foxes, polecats, and the 
like depredators — a half-witted, stuttering, and most original 
creature. 

Having explored all the wonders of Moflatdale, we turned 
ourselves towards BlacJchouse Tower, to visit Scott^s worthy 
acquaintances the Laidlaws, and reached it after a long and 
intricate ride, having been again led off our course by the grey- 
hounds, who had been seduced by a strange dog that joined 
company to engage in full pursuit upon the tract of what we 
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preaunio to bo (‘itlior a fox or a 'i'ho ohaso wan pro- 

tra('<U*.(l and |>(‘i’ploxiiifjf, Trom tho mist t hat* tin* 

but at lolled Ii wt; roaoiioil tlio .sooih^ ol* .slauKditor, anti wt‘n» muoli 
distrossod (o (iuti that a statidy old ho’K<**d> had boi‘n tho violim. 
llo maauod to havo fouKlit a atout balth* for his HIV, inti now 
laymaiijjflod in thomidstof lu.s pautiiiK tuioiuios, wlu» htdraytub 
ou our apiJroaoh, strong consoiousm'ss of dtdiinjuiun’y and aj^* 
})i‘elLOiiHion uT tin* lash, whitdi was atluiinislonnl aoo(>nlin.Ldy 
to Hootlu^ tliti auatu‘S t)!' tin' lut'kloss (’apri(‘oru thoi4dt, atU'r 
all, tho dof^H not so inuch to hlaiuo in mistaking his gatno 
jlavoiir, Hinoi\ tho fogs mast Iiavo kt»pt him out (d’ vitnv till tho 
last inonuMd.. Our visit t<» Idaokhoust' was highly inforosting; 
tlio ox(u*ll(*n(- old tonant. b(‘ing still in libs and tho wlioh* I'amily 
group prc^sonling a portoot piolun* of inmusmt ami siinph' happl» 
noHH, wdulo tho. aniniaiod, intolligont, ami original i'onviu'Hatitni 
of our ['ritmd William was (piilt* idiarming, 

^* Hir Adam KorgUBSou and tho Kt triok Shojdiord worn of tho 
party that oxplorod Looh Hkom^ and hunttnl tho unfortunaUi 
li e-goat. 

1 need not toll you that Haint Mary's landi, ami tln^ hwh 
of the Lowes, wtwe among the mc»st favouriU^ HoenoH of our 
exeursions, as Iuh iomlnoss lor thorn oontinmul to Ids last days, 
and we have hotli visitod them many timos togothor in his 

S . 1 may aay tho same tjf the Toviot and tlio A ill, Horth- 

water, amrtln^ hnudy Unvors of Ihtoohmoli and Hartltm, 
Minto, Itoxhurgh, (lilmaddo, 1 think it was tdihor in iHdn 
or 18(K) that I first oxplorcul the Ikuihwiok wdih him, when cm 
our way to pass a week at Langholm witli Lord ami Lmiy Dal- 
keith, uiK)U wlueh oeoaHion the otter hunt, na well dt'si-riUed in 
Guy Mammring, was g(»t up by our imhle lujst; ami I «*an never 
forgcvl; the delight with whieh Heott tilmc'rvml Um tmihusiasm <if 
the high-BpiriUul yeomen, who hml asHeinldetl in luuititmlc^H tti 
partake the simrt of tludr thuir ytumg eliief, well imamtcnb ami 
dashing about from roek to roek with a ns'kless imhnir whieh 
reealleil tho ahmrity of tlmir forefathers in following the lUm» 
cleuchs of former days through atlventures of a morii H*Tioufi 
order, 

Whatever the banks of the Tweetl, from its souree to its 
termination, preaeubul of interest, w'a frec|ueiit!y visiteil; ami 
I do vBi*ilv believe there is not a single ford in the wlude 
coutHB of that river which we Imve not traversed logtalH*r. He 
had ail amasiin^ fonduese for fords, ami was not a liutt^ mlvmtL 
urous in plunging through, whatever might \m the state td the 
flood, and this even though there happeimti Ut Im a bridge in 



icx(nfHsn)Ns. 


im 

If if .^rrufahl*’ !!u«»«h#Ij, hr* '«'«•>! 

I yardn uhnut, Utal Ui Lu'f |*r«'lrir<n| fltr» !<»2s| . a?s*l st r? u» 

lilirkiMl, lllHt, llinjit nf till* «*l tun ns’riu 

aidutMl wit'll HUiiihir r^«'n \\ luir 

I'lU'l dolil^ittil iu tilt' Innt, Ha ?n«uu«'U5.ua'j wfU :;i!l «'’iu|4.r4 

on foot , tk*‘HKli ImH inlrt frtr4 i-Mii ,i4h'r \ ttiUl 

Of(ro,*^H HJjnnJK tl^‘' I .4 

'»rt I WSW l*^**>i lili'ino.:ll ilia f-JIn* I, r h.%4 

jot U|M»iJ flu* HaUlU tuHt’I'IUi-: n|*»Ua” sn rla- Us-M,.- a,-,,, 

n wlnni MtJlUU Hforv llt«Olt u hua. l.>- 
Ht-Jin anil tidl if uiUi alt Iuh nnual -ifa n 

liaart ilv at Iuh owti lu* .*j|i|»|ft«*4 lun -ms ih*- 

Hhudiati banaiith hiiii, and tlowii Isa wanl lsr*4i4lMSi.w: 

)oI* htilfinK aftur linn, at . 

ran tlian a thnroni^li druiiid*jisi,t iuul H»a lon^i *4 Ion ijIsi k, 
Hunt 4 nl fhnvn tliu nvrr* i4ii«l In* wii.^ jui r«-’i44%' n.^ n 

rUKJiloit indofo iiij4 Wtoi* liiilf 4ila4 o|%mU hia ^s-^rk 

Hit thia lima Mr. ami Srs*ti sssadi* u aloui nmfnsMn 

1 LakoH of t *lllsit«*lia!i«l lllul \Va?4lUMr*‘!.iu4, a-ir*l i uu?*-4 
if tlmir flm»Ht manmry^ in rtosifiauv %lr W h 

^ found no wrilton iiarnUivaid' ilssn InUr-iMur, i-'nt I 
[mard Hcmtt H|wnik witli iniliiu^iutniia da!it,:l4 mI linr- 
irnd with in ths» htniildo rotl..iji.|.fi* whudg hi?3 h$tAh*^r 

rdmhiUal im tho Itiinkfi ttf atwl ^4 

thi%y upont togotlior slo^tuiad U* fiirm^ls is 
iU vorao of oitrli, tiiuntdv» that mlarh iiup 

of Ih*lvt*nynt whi»ro» in llw I’onr^s* iha 
* a young ginitlmnan having hmi ln?s wny mul |^osohr-4 
ling ovar a |)md|iisas Iik rtnimtiti Wim^ «in?»r«o'Pfrd, 

H aftuwiWHW, null wairtioit by ** a failhfol l^rfi-rr -lolrli, 
amtiuifc atUuidimt during fr«’#|u«uii riaolilr*-ii ,a«Moig ilip 
Thin day tln^y wmv inH‘oiii|iiniitn| iiy mn 
julu-Wj who waa alno a irm^ {mmiI and iiihiIiI 
um groatoit of !nul \w t’lnmim ; iiml I Isr-.ird Mt 

iworth Hiiy, that it wouhl Imi «lif||ru!i i«i Pi|:?r flap 
ith whioh ho, vvdn» HoofitHi laid rhmU^-d lUdv i4l) II 
hiniHtdf Ht4uuliug on ita nuiniisii wiih Uru -nurli 
lud Havy. 

*r luaving Mr. WorilMWoiili, Ho«dt <'arrir.d 
a fow tiayH at fHlHluml. uiiuing ihit fH’iniris iIm- ^ 

ot; uml luH rorotsUoii by iUp roiii|*.yn ai \Ur ^m'\U m '^.9 

n to luako bitn lottk hiy’k iMili u^uoriluug ?4 i«'‘y;*f-r4, out 

PuttifHtl H «fr4”i*» I'llH. 1^41, !«. iS;jy , hsjiI ifuiiiii^af*^ W.aids^-'-'fy* 

. voi. di. p. im. 
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w-ell as of satisfactioTi, to tho •■iooiK'' tl»al lia.l oi-ninv.l iu l,iH 
circioustauo.«s sin«‘. 171IT. 'I'lioy wn;, 1 i..w-v.t. .‘iijoyniK t h,-m 
Bolves iiiiich tlu^i’o, wlic'u bo r(‘t^oivi*«l nit«*llii't*urt* \\ inrh UKiiKMMl 
liiiii to believe that a boHM* was alHiut !u laiul m 

land; — the alarm iudood liad spread far aihl wide; uud a 
inifrbty gatliering of voluntiH'rs. lun-so and Ivum \Uv 

tliians and the Border e(niuiry, icu.k plaee in rt.nstMpMMu-t. at 
.I>alkeitli. Ho was not vslow to obey tbe sunuunus. Ib^ Imd 
Ivickily chosen to accoiui)any on horst‘liaek the rarn;u<e in whjrii 
MVs. Scott travelled, ilis gootl steed carried him Iu the spuf nf 
roixdczvons, full a hundred luilo.s h'om (lilshunh within twenty 
f'oTii* hours j and on reaeliing itn thuuidi m> ihmbt tu his di^aje 
poiiitmont the alarm had alnsidy bltuvn over, he was tieliKhted 
wi'bli the general eiithusiasui (luit. had thus lusui out to tin* u*hI 
— -and, above all, by tlio rapidity with whieh the yeomen td* 
ICthi'ick Iforost bad jioured down from their glens, under ihi^ 
g\ii(laue 0 of bis good frieud and ludgldunir, Mr. Pringle ui d’ur 
woodlee. These line fcdlovva were (piartered ulong wdtli 
Edinburgh troop when he reaebecl Dalkeith and Mussel I mri 4 :li ; 
aixd after some sham battling, and a lew eveuingn of high jid" 
lity- had crowned the iukhIIchh uiUHtc’r of t!it» bem'tindireH, 
immediately turned his horse ugain tnwanls tim mm tin mui 
rejoined Mrs. Scott at CarliHled ^ ^ . 

l-iy the way, it was during Iiin tiery ridn fri»m tfilshiml 
Dalkeith, on the occasion above laentumml, that he com}H»nHl 
his iiard^s Incantation : — 

<‘The foroat of Glonmoro !k dnmr. 

It is all of black pine and Urn dark oakdrcis*’ ie, — 

and the verses bear the full ntamp of the feelings of the* 
moment. 

JVTeantime, the affair of the fderkHhip, oimuml nine or ifMt 
memths before, had not beem negleriml by the frieniln on w 
connsel and assistance Scott had ndieu. Whether Mr. 
hint; to Mr. William Dimdan, that he would willingly find nn 
opportunity to promote the intcmmtH of the author of tlie 
or some conversation between the Duke of Bnctdeueh ami L«»rtl 
Melville, first encouraged him to thin direction uf tiin I 

am. not able to state distinctly; Intt I lieliiwc that the deiitrp 
to see his fortunes placed on houh' more mdmtaiitiiil l«iab, w&m 
at tkis time partaken pretty e(|ually by tlm tliriuf twrmmn who 
had the principal inffuonce iu thc4 di»trilmticni of the crow it 

1 See Note, “Alarm of hivasJoud’ voh ll p. UM, 
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patronage in Scotland; and as his object was rather to secure 
a future than an immediate increase of oiB&cial income, it was 
comparatively easy to make such an arrangement as would sat- 
isfy his ambition. George Home of Wedderburn, an old friend 
of his family, had now held a Clerkship for upwards of thirty 
years. In those days there was no system of retiring pensions 
for the worn-out functionary of this class, and the usual method 
was, either that he should resign in favour of a successor who 
advanced a sum of money according to the circumstances of 
his age and health, or for a coadjutor to be associated with 
him in his patent, who undertook the duty on condition of a 
division of salary. Scott offered to relieve Mr. Home of all 
the labours of his office, and to allow him, nevertheless, to 
retain its emoluments entire; and the aged clerk of course 
joined his exertions to procure a conjoint-patent on these very 
advantageous terms. About the close of 1805, a new patent 
was drawn out accordingly ; but, by a clerical inadvertency, it 
was drawn out solely in Scott^s favour, no mention of Mr. 
Home being inserted in the instrument. Although, therefore, 
the sign-manual had been affixed, and there remained nothing 
but to pay the fees and take out the commission, Scott, on dis- 
covering this error, could not proceed in the business ; since, 
in the event of his dying before Mr. Home, that gentleman 
would have lost the vested interest which he had stipulated tp 
retain. A pending charge of pecuniary corruption had com- 
pelled Lord Melville to retire from office some time before Mr. 
Pittas death (January 23, 1806); and the cloud of popular 
obloquy under which he now laboured, rendered it impossible 
that Scott should expect assistance from the quarter to which, 
under any other circumstances, he would naturally have turned 
for extrication from this difficulty. He therefore, as soon as 
the Pox and Grenville cabinet had been nominated, proceeded 
to London, to make in his own person such representations as 
might be necessary to secure the issuing of the patent in the 
right shape. 

It seems wonderful that he should ever have doubted for a 
single moment of the result ; since, had the new Cabinet been 
purely Whig, and had he been the most violent and obnoxious 
of Tory partisans, neither of which was the case, the arrange- 
ment had been not only virtually, but, with the exception of an 
evident official blunder, formally completed ; and no Secretary 
of State, as I must think, could have refused to rectify the 
paltry mistake in question, without a dereliction of every prin- 
ciple of honour. At this period, however, Scott had by no 
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means measurtMl eitht*r tlie iliunietiT, tlu* c»r the 

arniUj^enunii.H oT piiblif runctiniuirii's, l»\ tlu* stautlanl 

with whicli ohstU’vaXiou uinl fXjHM’ifiu’e ly fiirui.slual 

him. had lm*al.luHl hitln‘r((», as far as |H»iitu*al qiu\sUmiH 
of all sorts vveri‘. foneernisl, Uu* hot at!nos|»lit‘ro of a vitv nar™ 
row scuiiu^— -a-uil s(M‘ms tiVoiu ids h*tti‘r,s) to havo pii’lniaMl to 
lumsoir Whitehall and Dtiwidn^ Street as tmly a widm* sla^t* 
for the oxhibitiou of ilu' bitter and faiuith*ui prejatliees that 
toruienUul tho [Kitty eiridt*H t«r tlu' I’iirliauient Utntse at Kdiu’ 
burf,di ; tlio tnui luiariiiK ami seope of whieh no man in after 
days nioro thoroni^hly untlerslooil, or mort* hineerely [dtied, 
Tli(i s<’als of i-lai IIonu‘ Olliei* had been {»la<’e(l in the hands of 
a nobleman of tin* liiKlu'sl. eharaeter moreoveis an anlmit 
lover of literatim'; — while the ehief t»f tin* ntnv Ministry was 
oiK^ of th(i most gtmm'ous as well us ta.Hteful of mankiml ; and 
thoro oee.urred no iH'silation whatever on their parts. In eom- 
munieatiug his suish'sh to the Karl of Ihilkidtii* vvho.ni^ warm 
])orHonal kindness, without lUmbt, had first animated in his 
favour both ilm Dukt' of Hueideueh ami latrd iMelville, \h* nays 
(Loudon, February 11): — “ lau’d Spem'er, ujsm the nature of 
tlu'i trauBactiou being explaimsl in an amlieuee with whieh he 
favoured me, was pleasi'd io dirc'et the eominission to Ihi issutsl, 
as an act of justitm, regreutiug, lie saitl, it hml not been from 
tho beginning his (nvn deed, 'rids was doing the thing huiitl- 
somely, and like an FngliHh nobleman. I havti beim very mneh 
ffitod and caiuiSHiid hens alimwt indeetl to HnffiK'ati«m, Imt liavt* 
been made amends by nusuing some t»hl fricunls* . . . After 
all, a little litiirary rtipntation is (d siUue use lu're. I HUppone 
Bolomon, whtni hti compared a giKnl nmiui Ui a {hjI td ointment, 
meant that it oihiil Mm IdiigeH id the liallahHas into which the 
possesHors of that iiumtimahle tnnmure wishnl to penetraitn 
What a f/omt mime was in deruHalem, a kntHvn mune Heeui.H to 
be in London, If you are eelt^bratetl for writing vc^rHes nr hm 
slieiug eiuuunborH, for being two f(*td talh»r nr two feet less 
tlmn any other biped, for acting plays whim yott shoubl be 
whipped at Bchool, or for attemling scIhkiIh am! iimtiinlious 
when you Bhoultl be preparing for your grave, — your noUiriidy 
becomes a talisman — an ^ Open Bimame* Indore whieh «n*ery» 
tiling gives way — till you are voUnl a borti, ami disciinUni for 
a new plaything. As tliis is a eonsumiriatioii tif notoriety wddtdi 
1 am by no means ambitioim of experimudug, I lunm I shall Iw 
very soon able to Hhape my coursa northward, to enjt^y my 
good fortune at ray leisure ami snap my fingers at the Bar and 
all its works. ... I dine Unlay at iiollaiubhouMe ; I rtdused 
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lu'ftU'fS h'Ht it ^^hiUlhl In* Ihosigllt I Wiln nMisi'ltllu.' IUfrr*'*rit. 

il t|iuu*h*r» I ul«ht»r m-ru Iht^ hljiMSinH ««! rliaisi-riiu.! *»r 

If^wilh th<» iHli*/' Ih* H4\ /k whrrr, ** I r 

*'(KK CHI lliSH cif iiu\ iHM-a’iiMii, ;iii«i nr%*'r iiiiisf*^ 4 «i,' 

'{itiiui to luiu« miisn-j \ i!ii% tliHf tii »luuis.’ J 

HUpnoHinl to »*x|> 1 ’i*sh |»nh!trul fliMnn-* 

I I iumI uhvuvH In i»iH pm. it*’ «'.{.|' 4 k 4 ! 

llUlll itt wIhMH I WnUlil h.ivr U»*ri{ IliMii* piMUil !»» 411 

iiou luui I MU iIih! mipH'kiirtl 

tui|^ ot)if*r liirii \%ilh In* ?ho! *«=.,, 

ir.nl- iiMuli' ari|iuiuituiM‘i‘. wviv i35ru»l’i. 

uiiiunj.^; willi tlu* I, it tor n! uliMm Iuh >;»' 'i** . 

rartln (*lo.'^n< mnl lal. H «!«*« ih.ai h** 

iUW fhniuiitl HuiUlo, t»t wlinno **I 1 lh»’‘ PaMniMisM h*** 

i*(*!p from thoir tirnt H|i|»oarii!u'«\ >111 out ii4§88ifor 

at«'. Mr, Sdihi'tiy, llio iratoiliifMr ul »%o Av , \%im 

i(»inl who itif rininf’Oli luio !«« thr nl I Jafliprilr-pl 

jwktnl ill IH.Hti what hr iiia^lr u|Mn 8 !s«-r 4 I ilnrj 

it^W I WUH lit tii'-Hl/* nho aimwriinl, "a hl!‘r a!i^j4|s 

ni, for I wan fronh Iroiii tho l.ay, au»l hail |'.3> I .ra ru t*# 
f atl irloal rh'iJtiMH’O iu»l rt^tlir'inria |4 tralua*-. h ii l ^.%\4 
Ht4f^ If I had lM‘on ui ii rrom«h nsid *1 h-»”oa ids.d i-.* »h.’, 
,ll(l liava liittnl u|KtH that hioo a !l;i««ir5iin>h thr 

ridox of tho lnniO¥«iloiirr’> iitid iho fdirrttdortuj ihiil 
Hihl holji mi' ill tiiy atriul, \V«« luoi tu*i ialhr4 
lofurn I HiiW in tli 0 oxjiroMiavo phiy i4 Iii?j f,;®t 

iivtni of tdoKanfiMunl rolliioimmi llmti I had nsontml m 
iiimnd* Tho majuiuntiinro tlnw mum ripniod 

i lifTootunintn inlinymy * iimt Ihonrofurih 
lor dbUn^ninliinl hrothon Or. Matthr^w Haillm, 
t Ui« friomlH to whimo wrioty Hrott h««4rsl liirwiini wills 
amtoHt ploimuro whtni nbnit* ti» vi^^ii t,h«^ t 

to havo nmntiduCHl In^tforo that ho htnl kmon-ii .Mr. Nr 4 lsrf^%- 
mry^ cmrly la^ritwl of lifin that iinsuihlo m%4 «nr'*4lo«l 
laving l>oan tor m»mo iiiip» at Fafyslosrt^lii 

g .his Majf^sty m a aiiptiiin of ilriigsnnin, >4r*4i rrrr 
od for him a «inooro rf*garfh ho wiw alm’av». ifisni ssi 
m, a froquant gimut at hh h«m|iitahl«' iMmril/iiod rn^ ihI I 4 # 
m parmmal mu|uiuntatn’.fi of not, a fow of ilinr n»o.»i t'.siu- 
ontomofirarioH, 

;>Iiii(h rriuc*OHH of Walon, wiw in thotio «hsy4» «n8!j??i4rtm| 
f tho TorioH, whimo hs-r iinMiiiuid hip| iinifjsirnily 

ul, as tho vii’tini of unmt'nltnl minforlusns 

* falriKltirijfiit Ui Murmitm, 
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from mon* wanfoniu's.s ui' (’aprict*, 1»y a j'ay and tliascihdc^ 
voluptuary; wliih‘ Uu^ Princr's \Vlii>^ asstuaali- i h;ul I’NpuuHcd 
luH (piarnd, ami woro alnsidy, as tho rvrnt slanvrd* propart-d 
to act, publicly jus wtdl as privatidy, as it llu-y ludiovinl Iut In 
1)0 juuou^ tlio most abjuultiiunl ui* her sux, I kunw nut by 
whom S(‘.ott WJIH lirst iutrutlmaMl tt» her little Cuurt at Uhiek- 
Iioath; but I think it. was probably tlirutigh Mrs. Ihiviuaiu a 
lady of Iior bodchamber, Hovenil of whu.si* n(»tes am! luitt*rs 
0(HUir about this tiim^ in tin* etdltndiun of his etuaespuudmiee. 
Tho oavidcHH luvity of tin' Priueess's manner was observetl by 
liim, 1 have htuird him sjiy, witlj mueh rej^^o-rt, ns likely to 
briuf^^ tln^ heart and luimh lor uhieli he p:ave her 

e.rodit, into suspieion. K<»r example* wln'm in tin' ei»ursc» td' 
tho ovoning, she eoiuliitdetl him i)y himst'lf to mlinivi* suuu' 
llowiM’H in ji (‘ouHi'rvjtlory* ami* the phuH* Inang ratbt'r dark. 
Ids lannuu^SH ot'easiomsl him to hesitut4‘ fur a njumetil in 
following her down some stt'ps whieli she had taken at a skip, 
slio tiirnod round, and said, with mm'k indigmitiom ** Ah ! 
false and faiubhoarted trtmhadour! you will nut trust your 
self with mo for foar of your nec'k ! '' 

1 ihul from one of Mrs, Ilaymaids letler.s, that un iMung 
asked, at Montague IlouH(% bi reeit«* some viu’seH of his own, 
he replied that lie had none unpublished whieh he thought 
worthy of her Royal Iliglmess’K atteiitium but intiHHimsHl a 
short aeeoiuit of the Rttriek Slu'plu'rd* and repeatisl one of 
the ballads of the Mountain Rank fur whieh be was then 
endeavouring to proeure Hubseribers. T!h^ Prineims appf*ars 
to liavo been iniereHted by tin* Htory, and she afTet-teik jtt u!I 
events, to be pleasetl with the linen; she desired that her 
name might be ])laeed on the SlH'pherd*s list, and tium he had 
at least out^ gleam of laiyal pat ronage. 

f shall not dwell at present u|Hm Hi'otPs method of eunduet 
in tho eirennistaneeH of ati eminently iMiindar anihur U* 
leagiiovetl by the importnnitioH of fimhionalde iMlmirers. Urn 
bearing when llrsi exjiosed to sneh inllueneea wm exaetly 
what it was to the end, and 1 shall have tH'eiwitm in Uu* msjnel 
to produce the evidence t)f more than t»ne delilM^rate tdwervi^r, 
flis nomination as CUerk of Hession appeared in the tiim'tte 
(March 8, 18()(]) whieh announced the iimtaluient of ilie { ton. 
Henry Erskina and John (derk of Khlin m faird Adv<K‘alo 
and Solicitor-aenoral for Ht'oilaiuL The pronmtion at aueh 
a moment, of a distinguished Tory, might well the 

wotidor of tho Parliament and oven wdien tho cirtnun- 

stances wore oxplaiued, tho inferbr lot'al mlhorenta of tho 
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>h;uit I’auHt' wrvf' far fn»in « uniitii t «»f 

iu|ii*rinrH ix\ Uuh muthn with at niiiv4iu~t%i*n 

ulu’atimi uf hhvU liuiimuiH w.m »l*’s-|»h n^nriiird l«y tun 
!v ; uu<l hr ui hin listu ;Jirwc‘J hri irrjlail.if *ii m 

nirr wrll ralrnhitrd !»» In Itifjlm JiuiirfnrfSi thv- 

with whirh )ui at! ViSiH rsisruJ h.t4 In-ra h\ 

H unwtuiljy hiH uUniifiMii In ‘ihinf, if w.i.-i ahuMrsi 

iatrly nftt'r n W'hii^" ,\lsni'4r\ h.nl ***•'! hr^ 

[.!> ati fitllrr whii*h hint !«*r fv^rUn nmuflr^ fMinn 4 .4 pnn 
hjrri uf hiH aiahifiMn, that, J f Ih- S 2n|*ln'.i 

,uU nf lua h;u UH* iirrr|«tr4 isniurfltHu* hur- ii |*i'i •■.» «n,il 
lull at. thr t»r a»l%»'rHr iMthltnass^-j* !i«’ Int lls«" lii-il 

ut, hiiUHrir tnrwanl m a i|i'ri«l*‘4 |tiiiinniiii 

iiu|irHrliinrnt. uf la»r4 Afi’h i!lr w in*ii atataif,: lln^ linif 
thr IMHV t f Mvrr?iiiirfj.l » ami |»in^snniil aifnriioti ir^faii 
rm‘r«l iw W’rll an lini-tlitrtnnl lln^ /i*a! wUh whirh 
^4 thr iWfiiir uf tUin» in Itui ryrra vunluinr |«ri*«'*'tn|yi|| , 
uanh thr rs UitiiiHiur'n sillusnilu aa‘s|uitUil a-u !«« all 

urgrw invtiivini* hin |MU"riunu| Ituiiusir, tn«tn|4r!r, ii nnuii 
niiuwnl lliai tliu Uivrfil4*ah**ti hrun^4il »nil inais) «*er 
Jirrii tiy ihi iinninn rnnliUihh^ lu hu^ »h.?H‘!rt n»ij ^ .uul thu 
tHH uf hin fririnln «ni||ht iiu4 lu lijn'u 

illy Juhiliiui, Sui4i ihuy %%rr*\ huw«nrr al in 

U>tli i itsul Hruti l«»uk Jiliaii’ in llinn hy iinlslitii-* a 
rlurh wtm fiiiitic hy .laiiirtti llalhuilynn, an4 ¥iil.h 

inm iit a diiinrr gn'rii in liumnir uf lh«^ 

III tlm 27ih tif ihuin IHIflh* 

n’^ih’r may inrn lu ^sng U% ih» r4li|ssn« uf H«%4r# 
Mr. W. HataKu lannlur, a wii#i «*f lerr#! lumtnitig «»| 

liM Hi h rrrrnl rnJIinrliirrs r>4|||.i*»ii »»f hN wrlliiigi® rr|i(f»i«|i#uf?4 
nrlmril^hlr JtnIginrntM «»ii i|t*iii}|fsi|.iilir4 wliirfi 

stHlnii uf ililviin«^r«l Sifu tulglif lia^n Wtnli psjwr^^lOTl In rwr«^i. Slf 
•iriill hm IiIm full tn Imi Hp in r«««|)i4ny 

(mwrvrr, nullw Uir rliallnrl cru|, 1, |». lli#! Wrull 

mni wut Mwim a lrttiitt|4ii4 mmu uti tfw iMih *4 ^ 
rthnr* tir hwl flaUrmt. wi«l whu mm |wrt In liin witjBti il»«» 

r^#i iis mirik. I «#f liittn 

Uni ihr in Ctirmn, wli« »ii|'#r«^4 l*W lm"r«?4wliiy will* grmi 
irn, mat hu «ililitirmirr? w» gru»ii»r iIiah tito 
nitilu fniHifiatUai un wl4rli ilib rm tM»ii toili 1® iW 
In f«iip uf ilisK italic In say ltp.111 *4 iIir mimlm, 

ffi 4I1M wm wrIUuit mnl mug in Jam Mr 

thnn mliiiMfrr, ami «liwl Jti l^pimntmr tmm. lUir# wliirli Mr. 

nf m •* fkimring ptm ilnrinn liN Iifr4linr/* rp|». 

turn ? tliry a|»|i«mml In iku nnlMilp |.trt4liii^l in il»» llfui ul 

4 whirh mm |*nli!liilmi in Fpnfiinrr i«% «#ii| ilif^ir mnh^^i te ikm 
lUnti ijf Ui« Uimim nf tnn »n4 Fm in W»imliiiii#f . Ef»ry » 
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LIFE OF mt WALTER HCOTT. 


But OTiou^^li of iliis. Tory t’orUiinly upjxuir 

to liavo hmi knpi in a vtn'y oxintotl stato iluritp^ Uio wlvoln iA 
that; .short roipfti of tli<‘ Whites. Ho then, for tho firni tiiuo, 
k(^(‘nly iu tht^ dt'lails of <‘cniuty poHlion, - - oauvuHHt'd 
olooiors — hamn^nuHl iiiooting.s ; niuk in a weird, niueio hiiimolf 
conspicuouH iiH a hsulin^ iustrunu‘ut of hin party - inoro 0 H|m- 
daily aH an iudofatii^ablo huaiL nutnagor, wltorovor tht' parlia*^ 
luoiitary iuttuvsi, of tin' HmsdeMudi faunly wm m poril. Hut hn 
was, ill truth, oariiosi and hoHouh iu Ins Indiof that tho now 
ruhu’S of tlu^ oouutry won* disposod to hIhiHhU many of its incmt 
valuahlo institutions; and ho n'ganlod vvitli s|»o(’ial joalousy 
cnvrtain scluuiu^s of innoviiiion with roH|HH’t tt» tho remrlH of law 
and tho administration of jus(ii’t% whioh worn sot tm foeit hy tin* 
drown oiluHU's tor Hootlaiul. At a dohato of tho hWuUy of 
Advooaios on sonn* of tlioso propimitions, ho nnulo a spoooh 
itmch l(>ng(‘i' than any lu^ had t'vor l>of<tro doUvorotl iu that iih*' 
Bonibly; and stworal wlm hoard it havo aamirod mo, that it luui 
a flow and omu'gy of tdoriumuu' for wliioh thuso wlm know him 
best had hmn e^iiito \iuproparod. Whon tho mooting hnikt* up, 
iiG walkod across the. Mounf!, on Ida way to Oiwtlo Htroot, las- 
twoBu Mr. JoiTroy and anoihor of \m wforming friondn, who 
complimontod him on tin* rhotoric^id poworn ho hati boon diii» 
playing, and would willingly Im-vt^ tn»at«Kl tho ^uhjoot^mattor of 
the discuHHion play^ulh^ hut Ids f(*oHnip had Uotm movod Ui 
ail oxtont far hoyimd thoir aiiprohoimion i ho o^cohdinod, *»No, 
no — ’bis no laughing maitor; littlo hy littlo, whatovor your 
wishes may Im, you will dt'stroy and midormino, until notldng 
o:C what makim Scoihuul Hooilaiul shall nniudn/' And so m\y^ 
ing, ho turuod round iu oonooal his agitation - but not Imfuro 
Mr. rloffroy saw tcMirn gunlung down \m ohook — ^ rosting 
hifi head until ho rtutovorod UimHolf on tha wall of tlw Monml 
Seldom, if over, in his more* advaimod ago, did any foolingH 
obtain such imiBtery. 

Boforo any of ihaao hcoiios uanirrad li« liad tinU^rod uikui Ida 
duties as Olerk of Saasion ; and m he eontituied to diBciharge 
them with oxomplary rngularity, and to the anting aatinfmTum 
both of the Jutlgos and the J^ar, during the long pericnl of 

body who know Hcott knows that ho nwar mng a In hto life ; a*i4 If 
that had not been notorious, who but Mr. hmrd with-- 

out ‘Hnorediihty,” that l»o sang a triumphal song m tlie dmth of Fox in 
the prosenoeof the Tmbllslior of igamfen and proprietor of Um EiUnhurffh 
Mevim jt I may add, tliough it is noedl«, tMt Cowtabhi'i iKm^fndaw 
and partner, Mr. Cadell,' ** never heard ot a soaf m that d«oril:»d 
by Mr. liandor.'** 
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ivo yi‘itrH» ! think H t>» ti'll imn mrly lu « h.it 

ourt, t>r St'HHtnri fijtl, in hns Iuih’, {imih ihr |«th *4 
2Lh nf *July» uinl af^nin ttuin fh** I’Jih mI Ninriish+ rg 
iiort. iiitrrval at ( iirint uma, t«» flu’ I'Jlh “t ,%|snr!i I h*' 
r I lu' I nnnr ( kiurt htnk Ihrar plan" . i*ti fh«‘ 
ut>l lattM' than t«nj t/rhu k^ .ui*! n* 

ini ni’ risniy ih 'fj».ih h, jua? t- 2 : 

r (ir mnrn than aix hnnifnt.ulv , •hmn.' h i;' » 

1 t 'h'vk.i i*nnl uniiai at a ?|j,- It. . 

I la* f ha HHif ntiti rr» tatt tli** *!«-. 

1 (4' all t’hn'*Hi‘H hinuK fi|HaUy .t|*|ar5 1 aasr*l .usuaii.* 
'ria*(*nurt (4 Srn,HiMn, hnui'Vi-r, n«’f fat mh 

L (lay h(nn)«^ ra.'-aTvcd fur lla’ i-niujiail l»u?an«'HT4 *4 il..- 
lU’i (»r il iiHi nnury , and thari^ alnu an»*!hi'r Mank A.i>% 
an* wt*t*k, ■ thn 7V#ial is a-i rail*-*!. 

(an art’ u^iHi’inlilrd far Iha la'aMn^ i4 tuii#*' »|asr'5ia*s53, 
4itUg tn II i«i’|ntra!a juriJ^ilirl nni, af rMia|»ar:it ah J8 v*h| 
titiu* Hiul hauiiii itH mvn r>.«'|*;.trala r?4.ii4a4iiniasd «4 
(hi till’ w!a4n. tiann Hrntlh iillrsafiinra in t i.nil n-uii 
, in hnva uuanuitiah «ni fhr jjvrrafta, !*« f.-ni 

I daily tluriMK nilJan* h’jnt tiuiii ma muI «4 ila^ 

litih’ nf iliaCit’rkh hnfiiria.H?i in nn^rrh f^^irnuth 

ml iiitn’haniral ; hut lltrr*’ nr<’ iv%\ ihiu* tu whn-h hn- 

:l Utinll far thn *”lin1n«n nf hs‘J f .a ^4.|l ir fi, IIS i*- 

a* diH'iHianit nf I ha Ihuirh* ntiilly lU'Mianiia r-4, 1 m !, 
|in; whit’h* in a lanv, riini|»lrti» ur dilllsMili 
W'tnrily thuiu withnul rlMra^ afli’UliHii t«« itll ihuti 

aiai writfi'li ih»inHiaui|.n, i%tt saTutiil*"! ^nphnfsIiiiisUuf^ 
ilU’i|ihw ur |irari«iiinirH nii wliirh it Iniit h^pii fl«4rrrr4sisr44 

ruugh i'tuuiiiiuid iif thi^ wladf vm'iihiihiry *4 !r|?iil f««f8an 
Jiiiulunt innin |mnn*4i^d llirnii|.:li tlm nipir^ 
al (iatrunagi% might, m thaihl. rni«tri%'p l« thnnliP iW 
rrtur thuir duly u|mui huiiililnr ; l»ui m 

nflh’u had Iwhui huld hy giuithnwui «4 high s liiirdrirt 
iiininit4t ; ainl ninru than tui*-’ itiuMtig H«‘84i‘® im-i* s-mI 
njuyi’d thu rn|inlalinn i>f Ingiil mututw ilmi mMtihl h'^ni!^ 
imr til ihu Jknudn Hiirh iiiPn, i»f' rniirm% |«ridp-4 Ihs^im 
tluing wtdl whaiuvtfr it Wiw llnnr |4ri4|f«.^r fumiiMn t%i 
it WM hy Uimr uimni|4r. ma thiii nf ilw ilrpupn filr^ 
idmlUi !mn u|.Mm niiJiaiui laul 
t imifariul^V nitaWInd tiiMi nwn mnduri a# a Unk i»f 
Tu dt> ihtH. ri^tuirtHh uf tm^mmay, rtui^lajil ulitky til 






law-[)ii|)ors ami auUioriiio.s at ]u)im'. 'riirra wan als(» a ji^reat 
(leal ol' r<‘ally bUHt* dnulgory, sncii as tlu^ atitlu‘atiratin*^Mjr 
ist;(‘.ml ([(Hurs by sigaaturo, whirh hi* had to go ihrtmgii cad. <d* 
(^oiiri; ho had, too, a Sliriovalty, though not a hoavy tuus all 
tilics whilo U])ou his hands ; — and, on tin* wholo, it toriuH ono 
(d* th(^ most reiiiarkahlo foattirt's in his hist.ory* that* through^ 
out th(\ uumt aotivo poriod of Ids littu’ary cartsu’, ho must havt^ 
dovotod a largo proportion of his hours, during half at hMistof 
ovory yoar, to tho cunscituithHis distdrargt* td' pndVssituial dutios. 

Iloinad’orth, thou, whou in ICdiidnirgh, his litorary work was 
poidormod (•hi(dly lu'fon^ hroakfast; witii tin* assistanoo (d’ 
su(di ov(uiing hours as lu‘ (’(ndtl (‘ontrivc* to from th(‘ 

cousi(h‘ratif)n of {h>urt papors, and from thost* studitl (Uigagi*- 
nund.H in whioh, y(‘ar aftor your, ms his ocdohrity udvaru’od# h(^ 
Avas (d‘ n(‘.c(ussity mort^ and inon* largtdy involvcsl ; and td* tfitJHt' 
outing days during wliioli tho (hnirt td* St»Hsion did not jtit — • 
days which, by most of those liuhling tho sanu' tdlltnal sta- 
tion, wore givou to rtdaxaiion atid ainuHoniont. So long us lit^ 
continuod quartormastor of tho Voluntoor Cavalry, td* otjurso 
he had, even wlulo in Kdinhurgh, mnuo oooasitmaf htirm* t'xor- 
cise; but, in gonoral, his town life honcoftjrth wim in that 
respect as inactive ms Ids (H)uniry lift^ evtu* wits tho rt'vtu'so. 
Ife acornod for a long while tt) attiudi any oouBof|uouo(^ tt> this 
complete alteruatik)n oflmbits; htit wo shall find him ooufosH- 
ing in tho sequel that it proved highly injurious to his htsUly 
health. 

1 may hero ohserve, that the duticH of his ehu'ksldp hrtnight 
him into cloae daily connexion with a set td gontlomon, numt. 
of wlioin were stum regarded by him with the numt oonlial 
alTcction and coiiiitUmoc. One of his new’ otdleagucs was 
David Hume (tho nephew of tho historian), whose lectures on 
the Law of Hcotlaml are eharacteristul with just eultigy in tins 
Ashestied Memoir, and who sulmequently hccame a Haron of 
tho Extihetpicr; a man aa virtuona and amiable, as conspitnunis 
fur maacuhno vigour of intellect and variety of knowleilge* 
Another was Hector Macdonald lluchamin of Druminakihi, 
a frank-hearted and generous gentleman, not the Imn {mcenta- 
ble to Bcott for the llighland prejudices wJdch he iidierited 
with the high blood of Olanranafd; at whose beautiful seat of 
Iloss l^riory, on the shores of Locldomoncl, he was hemudorth 
almost annually a visitor — a circumstance whkdi lias left 
many traces in the Waverley Hovels, A third (though I 
liev© of later appointment), wdth whom Ids intimacy was not 
less strict, was the late excellent Hir Uuhert Dundas, td Deech^ 
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id, Bart. 5 and tlie fourth, was the friend of his boyhood, 
of the dearest he ever had, Colin Mackenzie of Portmore. 
:h these gentlemen^s families, he and his lived in such con- 
it familiarity of kindness, that the children all called 'their 
lers^ colleagues undesy and the mothers of their little friends, 
ts; and in truth, the establishment was a brotherhood. 



(lllArTKR V, 


Mannion — KdiUoii of Drydm, k^v. Morritt. lifo Quarrol 

wMli (){mstal)lt^ Jv:. Co. - John !Jall;ui(.vio’ .nIuiIihI u« a Publmhrr- ■ 
Tin) (^uartorly IU‘vi(‘W l>i‘pin. IsoiJ iisi)}). 

.I)uinN(» ilu^ wholo (»r IS(M) :mcl ISO? Urydi'ii t‘oniiiuuMl ii> 
(>c(ui[)y l.lu' sharo of S(‘nlt's liloniry hours; hut iu t)u' 

tu)urs(^ oC l-lu^ ruruiur yi*nr liu fouiul (iiofwil hslaniliu'i;; 

11 fi^w political hlrkuriuics) inrliuation lu draw \\\\ ihvvv jiapors 
for i.lio Kdiuhur^di Ui'viow; ono ht'in^Mliat oxtjui.siii* jiioro of 
liuiuour, Ul(^ artifh' on tlu^ Misorios of Iluuiau hilV, to which 
Mr, JtvH’vi\y add(Hl somi*, if n{)t. all, of the Iicvic\vi*rs* <* roans. 

also edited, with Preface and Notes* (huKiuii! Memuir.s 
written durinjjf the. (*rcai- Civil Wars; heinj. 1 : tin* Idle of Sir 
1 1 (vary Slin|.?Hhy, and M(‘inoirH of (-aptain ^od^^so^, iKit*. This 
voluuuMvas put forth in October IiSOd by Conslabh*; and in 

Novtuube.r he b(‘j^:iin Marniion,-* the first (d* his own Ihuuus 

in wbieh that (niteri)risinji.f llvm laid a ]»riinary pari. 

11(> was a4i t.his tiini^ in eonnininicathui with st'veral boohselb 
(U'S, (^aek of whom would willingly havt* engrossed Ids labour; 
but from tin*, tuommit that Ids umUn'takings began t<j be serious, 
lie sismis to havt' aeteil on tln^ maxim, that no autlu>r should 
ev(U* hv|; any oin^ house Fancy that they hatl (ddaitied a right 
of motmpoly ovc'r Ids works — or, as ht‘ (*xpressed it, in llu^ 
language of the Scottish feiulalists, “that they had compleUdy 
thirhul him to their mill. Of the eonduet of Mt'ssr.s, Isuig- 
maii, lu^ has atte.sted that it was liberal beyond his expectation ; 
blit, U(W(u*fclH*leHH, a negotiation wldeh they now tipmied provtsl 
fruitless, (lountable onViHsl a t.hotisand guineas for the po<‘m 
very shortly atti^r it was begun, and wiilnmt having smm one 
liTi(M)f it. It is hintiHl in the Introdiudion of iHdO, that pri- 
vat(^ cirtmumtane.es rcmde.red it desirable, fur Seott to obtain Iht^ 
immediate eomtuand of sueh astim; the pri<*e was aetually 
paid long Imfovt^the book was published; and it suits very wetl 
witlx Oonstabh'^H charae.tcm to supjiose that his nmdlness to 
advance tlm money may have outstripped the calenlations of 
moru oatablialiod dealerH, ami thus east the bahuiee iu his 
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[to WHH not. litiwovi’'?, *H» »5| ih*-* 

‘ tM luilOH'ir. lio^ l«4lrr.Uli! «* » »l4r | * 1 4«', | ^ li,- 

‘•ftmrth oi Iht* rM|«yr 4 »iif »•!' ,\!l-.r^iu.it 

ti uiiullior t«» •Joins Sins r.,%^ , lls*"!-s <4 |''l«-r! . iin 4 

ut- utl«‘0 ro|sh«'4i, l*f>4h » n- s! .I't ls« ..«|4.4‘, 

Iinrl 1“ rMUmn^Mf v.i !!,.»' .i!5-<n -mA 4 

hy U'uhor Sr«»l I . lh.4 a in-l ,v^ 

jijusl fsir un isssHinns mol \| % ■ , > ti,, « 

H |inrh'Uf *»iri ; nsol tt iiur4 ^ 

VO*i HUl'ii U ,H5USl lor 4 |M’S ImS Ui.Ur^ 0- s 55 a-;,.i.T.„- i.. k'\ 

t?;it .^4op in llto lij/4r4-‘s iv> ws-ll n* fh*- h-.-, • ,u- .4 
I. iinv.slf" rirrnsn-tl.iU«« «'■> ’a In». Ii .1 !.,« 

|#r»Hn|ssUiloii Inn rr4|t|»*Mr4Sifs'' 4 .?* 4 
th luH broflnn ‘ritosiia,,;/.?^ Insiil wjilols iii.% innn Un 
s li Wnls^r to ||i«‘ Ss> 4 Jo| , \mi si. 

4 tins itliHinsos’ hI iiisy fos*‘li oornifriss-s% a 

aiuhititnw tssiiii whsiIiI l*n»h! |■*’?n^4r4 iln«. r4nis«hi.i 

m‘iw iiw hfpl lif tlo’^ L;i'-4. Shn<4sr| 

fsirmiHl,’* hv '• l|i«^ |srn4rssl. to;>»4nlnns 

Ttl htlniUf llillts } Isjol I of sInssst", his 4 Iw? sn ii»^ lontr ii 

4 mcnmoo Uiy^^off m $% riUoloLif^- lor 
ly» parlitniliir uf 4 |««i»'sis «ko li n ..m liusuly 

•liikin woro lalsostrinf %¥illi 4 4*\s! «4 • . 5 , 1 *- h% 

ntuth imro wiui iif4sl«.»8is |M-»?4o%r4 iK?. 

tho htUsur «sr iis»t, I mu in* «-oii 8 |« 44 nd. , hni I 

nniiitioil ill iliai llio |^r>fo%4 of iif® * 

'hitjijiy Hi my Iifs% ^si miirit # 0 , ili^a I trmruA-^H 
mm at tlim iiisnsiimt ilH:isi| ««l ilio iss 

iouhir wfm^tnmqmmml *’ Hjp Ut^i hmt of ihp 

ty K|nniloM urn 4aio4 aii4 ils«^y l^nssi oni 

H*Uy Iftsmo uf uj^iU 'rin-ro $.1 f| kiwU m%ih 

lid luilmiitifi tliP nd|t*HHHi 4 imu% «4 ihr Isr* 

rmtl uf MittUiH hy mul ii f»!ill 

rn(^^ jKfumw. _ Amiilii’r fiitMurUo mml Im^ur^mih 

: himl by Urn rivorj n^l llit^ «tiri 5 iji 3 iy of .*4 

■Ifc wm htini that whilo llirdliaillig lu.ft hr. 

wniila thi^ ^illUtry tliy 
tu plutikiui from ymi |«^ri ili» rw«k 
And wwinli li iltmUni thmn ** 

tttly wa4idorficl far frtm* hmim* liuwptrr,, 
i dag, luut wauld mlitrit lala iu tfm mtmmmn. hmum 
tor haiir dip awiiy mmnm tti*^ m.4i mt4 iurriiiirlndy 


wildernesses when^ \''avrow eiveps frtnu her feuu tains. The 
lines, 

“ Ofr. in iny mind mu’h Uumfjfhts awnkn, 

Uy lenu Saint Mary’s silout lake/’ v'JcC. 

paint a aeone not less iiui»ressivo than what Hynm found amidst 
the jjjigantie jnues of the forest of Ravenna; and how com- 
jdetoly does lie set himself liefore us in the nuvnumt of his 
gentler and more solemn insjiiration, by the elosing eouplet, — 

“ Your horse’jH lioof-tremi stuuuis ttK> riule, 

So stilly is the solitude.” 

But when the tluuiu'i was of a more stirring ord(u% lu' enjoyed 
pursuing it ovtu' brake and ftdl at the full s|hh‘iI of his /w*en» 
tenanL I well nuueniluu’ his saying, us I rodt^ wdth him a<*ntss 
the hills from Aslu^sUel to Newark out' day in his (hsdining 
years — “ Oil, man, 1 had many a grand gulhip among tliesi* 
braes when 1 was thinking of Manuiuu, but a trotting ('anny 
pony must servo me now.” 

Mr. Bkeno, howevor, informs me that many of Urn niort^ en« 
orgotic descriptions, and nartieularly thated the battle. <if l*'l<ul- 
den, wore struck out while he was in (juarterB again witli his 
cavalry, in the autumn of IHOT, ” In the intervals of drilling»” 
he says, “Scott used to delight in walking his ptjwerful black 
steed up and down by himself upon tlie Portobtdlo sands, 
within the boating of the snrgt^ ; anil now and then you wouhl 
sec liim jilunge in his spurs, and go off as if at thi^ elmrge, with 
the 8])ray dfishing about him. As we roih^ Iwk to Mussel- 
burgh, ho often came and jilaeed himself beside me, to ri^peut 
the versos that he had been composing during these paust's of 
our exercise.” 

lie seems to have communicated fragments of the poem very 
freely during the whole of its jirogn»sH, As early m the 21id 
Bobruary 1807, 1 find Mrs. Hay man ac’knowledging, in the 
name of the Princess of Wales, the receipt of a tuipy of the 
Introduction to Canto III., in whiidi wcurs the tribute to her 
lioroio father, mortally wounded the year before at *Iena — 
a tribute so grateful to liar feelings, that she sent tlie ptwd an 
elegant silver vase as a memorial of her thankfulness, And 
about the same time, the Marchioness of AbenKirn expn^sscs 
the delight with which both she and her lord luul reiwl the 
generoua verses on Pitt and Fox. But his connexion with this 
family was no new one; for his father, and afterwards hit 
brother, had been the auditors of their Hcutch rentab 
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In Marcli, Ms researches concerning Dryden carried him 
ain to the south. Tor several weeks he gave his day pretty 
gularly to the pamphlets and MSS. of the British Museum, 
.d the evening to the brilliant societies that now courted him 
lenever he came within their sphere. “ As I had,^^ he writes 
his brother-indaw in India, contrary to many who avowed 
e same opinions in sunshine, held fast my integrity during 
e Foxites’ interval of x>ower, I found myself of course very 
3II with the new administration.’^ But he uniformly reserved 
s Saturday and Sunday either for Mr. Ellis at Sunninghill, 
Lord and Lady Abercorn at Stanmore ; and the xu*ess coj^y 
Cantos I. and II. of Marmion attests that most of it reached 
illantyne in sheets franked by the Marquis, or his son-indaw 
)rd Aberdeen. Before he turned homeward, he made a short 
sit to his friend William Bose in Hampshire, and enjoyed 
his company various long rides in the Hew Forest, a day in 
e dock-yard of Portsmouth, and two or three more in the Isle 
Wight. Several sheets of Canto III. are also under covers 
anked from Gimdimore. In the first week of May we find 
m at Lichfield, having diverged from the great road to Scot- 
ad for the purpose of visiting Miss Seward. Her account of 
ir correspondent, whom till now she had never seen, was ad- 
essed to Mr. Cary, the translator of Dante. “This proudest 
•ast of the Caledonian muse is tall,” she says, “and rather 
bust than slender, but lame in the same manner as Mr. Hay- 
jr, and in a greater measure. Neither the contour of his face 
)r yet his features are elegant ; his complexion healthy, and 
mewhat fair, without bloom. We find the singularity of 
own hair and eye-lashes, with flaxen eye-brows ; and a coun- 
nance open, ingenuous, and benevolent. When seriously con- 
Tsiiig or earnestly attentive, though his eyes are rather of 
lightish grey, deep thought is on their lids ; he contracts his 
'ow, and the rays of genius gleam aslant from the orbs beneath 
.em. An upper lip too long prevents his mouth from being 
ioidedly handsome; but the sweetest emanations of temper 
id heart play about it when he talks cheerfully or smiles — 
id in company he is much oftener gay than contemplative* — 
,s conversation an overflowing fountain of brilliant wit, aj)- 
)site allusion, and playful archness — while on serious themes 
is nervous and eloquent; the accent decidedly Scotch, yet 
r no means broad. Hot less astonishing than was Johnson’s 
emory is that of Mr. Scott; like Johnson, also, his recitation 
too monotonous and violent to do justice either to his own 
ritings or those of others.” Miss Seward adds, that she 
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Hliowod liim ilio iKissaL^t^ in (’ary V I)auU* \vlu*ra Mialiacl SchiU; 
otavurH, aiul iliai t.houi^li ho. ailmin‘<l tin* .spiril, aiul slull of ilu^ 
V{‘rrii()U, ho oonhsssotl his iiiahilily tu Ihul jJt>asuri' iu ilu* l>iviiui 
(lomnuMlia. plan,'’ hi^ said, ‘'appoarod in him unhappy ; 

tho })ors(Hial lualiguity and straugo aiutlo. of rovaai^^o. pn*Huuij)t- 
nous and uiiintor(*ril-iugd^ By tin* iLMli of May ho was at Kditi- 
Imrgh for the oomuiontuumuit of tin' summer s«'s.sitm, and the 
]>i'inliug of his lh)ma siunns thoiuad’oriii tt>havi^ ^'ouo on at timt‘s 
with p;nuiti rapidity., at otinu’s slowly and irrei^ularly ; tlu' lal- 
ii(U’ {‘.autos liaviug no doiilit heeu mtundy Idoeked onl \v1h*u the 
iirsl; wiaii. to press, ami his proh'ssional avoealious, hut aliovo 
all his .Orydim, oo(‘asitnunK frisiui'iit ini munipt ions. 

JVIr. (hilhrii'. Wright, who was amoiiK Bn' familiar asst»oiat<‘S 
of tlu^ "Pmoj), has furiiisln'd me with some details whiidi throw 
on the e(nistrueUou of Marmion. This i^nuitleman had, 
through BoutVs gootl oihoes, sueoiuMUnl his hrotht'i* 'riuuuas iu 
tln^ oliargi^ of tln^ Ahorm»rH husiness,- — hi the sumimu’ of 
1807,” ho says, I liatl tln^ jihnisun* t)f makiiii^ a trip with Sir 
Walter to UunifrioH, for tin* purpfise of iin'otiiiK Lord Abi'reoru 
on his way to Ivelaml. His Lonlship lUd in»t arrive for two 
or thrcm days, and W(^ emphiyt'd the interval in visiting Swei‘L 
heart Abbey, Cutudavewook (kisth*, ami mune (»|.Iter aueieni 
huiltUngs iu the neighbourhood. lit* recited potdry ami ohl 
legomls from mom till night; aiul it is imptjssihii^ that any- 
thing (toidd ho moro dtdiglitful than his Hueiety ; hut what I 
partitmlarly allude to is the (tiroumstanet*, that at that tiiiu^ In* 
was writing Manuiou, the thret'or four iirst tauitos of wdiudi he 
had with him, and whitdi ho was so gootl as rt*atl to nu'. It is 
unmM‘.(^HHary to say how much I wiis enehauhal with thmu ; 
l)ui as ho good-naturedly asktsl im^ to state any ohstu’vatioim 
tliat oeeurred to me, I said iu joke that it appcauusl to mi* In* 
had brought his hero by a very Btrango route into Seotlaiul. 
f Why/ says I, ^did over mortal coming from Kiigland to Kdin-- 
hiirgli go by Gifford, GricJilron (hustle, Burthwit*k (‘astle, and 
over the top of .Blackford lUU? Not only is it a circuitous 
(ktour^ but there never wivs a rmul that way Hinee the wandd 
was created 1’ 'That is a most irrelevant onjectiou/ said Hir 
Walter; 'it was my good pleasure to bring Marmion by that 
route, for the purpose of deserihing the pliums you have m(>n=- 
tioued, and the view from Blirnkfonl Uill — it was his busiuesH 
to find hia road and pick Ids steps the best way he could. 
But, pray, how would you have me bring him ? Not by iho 
post-road, surely, as if \m had binm travelling in a jiuuU’ootdi ? * 
— 'No/ X replied; 'tliero wore neither post-roada nor mail- 
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ill t hlil. I Ihuik \**M l^rM?r.,;L! 

i a IrHH rhaiu‘*‘ *»f a ’iwaiu|», }»% 

'avi»I t luMUit ural rMuti^ In C^uuKai ainf tijr ;5*-i ? , 

lu^ UUK^t havt* tanirtl t*n- a iIp' faaunus 

AuK'^^^t fUU'liHiurtl lU'll Uu* < ‘.i? . ji! Ih-s laiiiMuiU’ 
'rant-all«»!i CuNllr, l«v ^^hn-h iMr,u»'i 
only i hut lt>rlrr,'4j^ uilh all lirs fr’u.L«l l-■Af 

a at Ihutliar, fh<’ na«l all thr hr^uf^^.d ■.■ « ^ 

tirth in uh^ina ai nr, 3ii» «i !- •;u.,lr 

h, uiitl uftta* u 1 h» *1*5, .h..,-, 

! I nUKht tt» li;ui‘ InutH-hl hsin Ilia! %% .u / asr-l :.«■ 
nil hi’lnri' !h* utul I |*ai1, t|rj*«ni4 n|M«n s! v^hall 
\d lit’ I hrij HJ-Sfkt'd ll I IiimI rvn- l^rrii fhn^^ 

■in|,( 1 Inul I n’«|ii«iif ly , !««'' na-f l«* «!, 

ditl I iuhI I vt’fiiy U4iini’ si sn Irtnu I Ikris ,^asi4 

wnntrattM|i*m’n jsf s*ni I'uiilasssinl sn Isftl® * auU* m ajii 

ll lininl I iu«vt«r hfut^il Isiiii has! 4ills^r%^ 

Am (’UHtlfS WhI vifliini tilt’ p^^vm %\^vi |i«l4snkr4, I 
m lauKl»**li. HUil mv Innv I lski^4 ''raiilallMs* '* 

yi’ar Isiul siliip^inl frHju Ih^-i l«r'|,*ssHusiju: sls»^ 
tl tint Kpisitli* for I *atii«i l\ at , .43^4 

tcifim liciw busily Ism vitriMisj^i |*?4r5HSj!n itsi4 lalwsrafi ba4 

Hiing tliii itiU^rvals vm% winiilr^r in 1^44 iluii 

Kvcns isHW* it 04'niYs^ly m^rsiia a 

Hlrn^p tirul i iiiii»n| ihifi 141*^ !ii|" 

A tupk ma atim |i4l«| 

Whf«n U4mm^ ram® ilrntel > 

TImi ii<*w dmary g%tr, 

Wlii^w vakm Iisa|nrr4 fny t^q^inUsg la!#, 

'riml wtasr K»»vrtisl*«*r *: aiior*? 

Whirls tht’ slry h?»fms»}i ®h*«rp ** 

liiiriHhirtitm wm* written hs Kilisilmr^fli mi i!sp miomils 
; that im tli*’ liwt misim* ilmriiig thr» rhri^ilii# 

I'rttxiii.JirMwrs wln.r,*, fr«,,ii ilayi* «4 l«t» 

« thu c’lnMi fit hin {ift\ h«t, l»k«' liis |H'tu>i<ni 

tnit that with ihi^ iismsi«^liiil*i Ii«n 44 »4 ilm « 

‘ iipjMnnli^ uf ms«*liifliisg ii nf niison^fi amii 

ititiitimim, rnait hiiv*^ mannl mummlmt nhmh- fhs^mgh 
r’s^ hiunlfi; hut Mitriiumii wm iil It’iigili rrii4|- |ji| 

^ thrt miiUUiusf FiAmmrf imm.. 

tluM* gravi’r mmm** wilmh Iw allmiirfi in 

tl hiH tmigrif^w, wmi tlum^ «if iirriiiirmsg l«i 

I whiiui wiw fmrtuisHy a|ii|i«i$iiir.«l 

of Hoc^n^tary l4i a l^ErhiituriilAry I. «i«iiiii»ais»it f«*r 


156 


LIFm OF sin WALTKli scorT. 


the improvement «(: S<M>).l.ish .lurispni.lmuv This 
Sion, at the heiul of whu-h was M; Islav ( amph.-tl, I,., 
dent of the Court of Session, eonlinite.l in ion h 

three years. Scott’s salary, as secretary, lytis a_ nie; 
but he had been led to exiieet that lus exertions in tl, 
itv would lead to better tlim.i;.s. In pviiiK' a itcneral 
his affairs to his brother-in-law in linlia, he say.s • 
nrineipally pleased with my new appoiniment a.s h.- 
ferred on me by our ehier l:uv lords and K 111.1;. s eont 
consequently an honourable pnd.-ssi.mal dislinetioi 

employment will bo but temporary, but may have const; 

important to my future lot in life, if I pive .In.' sutislj; 
the discharge of it.” He tippears aeeonlingly to In; 
mitted to a great deal td' driidgery. 111 imislenii,.; the I- 
controversies whieh had ealle.l for legislatorial inler: 
and he discharged his funetions. as usual, witli tlu' w 
probation of his superiors ; hut no re.siilt Collowe.l, 

Not only did he write sundry artielcs for the Kdiidui 
view while Marniion was on hand, but Imving now f 
correspondence with Mr. Sonihey, whose literature had 
yet been very lucrative, to biiii, he made an effort b. eiil 
friend also in the aanio critical corps. Tliahtbaiuitl Mm 


been handled by them in no very llatteriiig style; th 
works of Wordsworth still more irreverently ; Iml Hout 
elined these offers of inti'rnieiUation on the seore mainly 
tics — expressing, at the sanie tiiiie, some regret that Word, 
in his magnificent sonnet on K illiei'nmkie, shoithl havi 
ducedth.attypoof nltra-Toryisiii, the Viseomitor Iiiimlee, 1 
apparent censure of liis cliaratder. In reidy (Ifilh Itei; 
180'in, Scott admits his own “ extri'me dislike " of the : 
the Iteview as to the war with Ilonapnrti*. I le says : — ■ 
ever thought he did a service to ti person engaged in at 


ous confiict, by iiroving to biiii, or attempting to prove, I 
must necessarily bo beaten ? and wliat effect can siieh lat 
have but to accelerate the aeconipliHlinieiitof the propluH'v 
it contains? And as for (latliolie Hmaneipatioii — - 1 ai 
Crod knows, a bigot in religious matters, nor a frieml to 


cation; but if a particular sect of religiimists are 
nected with foreign piolitieH — and phuied under the’sit 
direction of a class of priests, whose unrivalled dextenl 
activity are increased by tbo rules whieh detiudi Ihetn fni 
rest of the world — I Iminbly think that we may la. ejt 
from intrusting to them those jiliu'ea in the Hlate whei 
influence of such a clergy, who iwt midor tlio dim'tioii 
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)Siv6 tool of our worst fo6^ is likely to be fittonded witli tlie 
st fatal consequences. If a gentleman chooses to walk Jiboufc 
;li a couple of pounds of gunpowder in liis pocket, if I give 
d the shelter of my roof, I may at least bo peuauittod to ex- 
de him from the seat next to the hre. So thinking, I have 
j your scruples in doing anything for tho^ Koviow of late, 
for my good friend Dundee, I caiiiiot admit his cul})al)ility 
bhe extent you allege ; and it is scandalous of tlu^ Sunday 
d to join in your condemnation, ^and yet come of a noble 
erne ! ^ ^ I admit he was taut soit pen sauvaije — hut he was 
oble savage; and the beastly Covenanters against whom ho 
ed, hardly had any claim to he called men, unless what was 
nded on their walking upon their hind feet. You can liardly 
-ceive the perfidy, cruelty, and stupidity of those people, ac> 
ding to the accounts they have themselves preserved. But 
dmit I had many cavalier prejudices instilled into mo, as my 
estor was a Killiecrankie man.^^ 

I!r. Southey happened to be in London when Marinion came 
, and he wrote thus to the author on his return to JCeswick 
^ Half the poem I had read at Heber’s before my own c.opy 
Lved. I went punctually to breakfast with him, and ho was 
g enough dressing to let me devour so much of it. Lho story 
nade of better materials than the Lay, yet they are not so 
1 fitted together. As a whole, it lias not pleased me so nuudi 
.11 parts, it has pleased me more. There is nothing so iiuoly 
ceived in your former poem as the death of Marmion : there 
Lothing finer in its conception anywhere. The introductory 
sties I did not wish away, because, as poems, they gave mo 
it pleasure ; but I wished them at the end of the volume, or 
he beginning — anywhere excex}t where they were. My taste 
)erhaps peculiar in disliking all interruptions in narrative 
try. When the poet lets his story sleep, and talks in liis 
1 person, it has to me the same sort of unpleasant effect that 
iroduced at the end of an act. You are alive to know what 
ows, and lo — down comes the curtain, and the fiddlers begin 
h their abominations.” 

pass over a multitude of the congratulatory effusions of 
nior names, but must not withhold part of a letter on a 
0 sheet, written not in the first hurry of excitonieiit, but 
months after Marmion had reached Ellis. He thou says : 

the world are agreed that you are like the elephant 
itioned in the Spectator, who was the greatest elephant in 
world except himself, and consequently, that the only ques- 

1 James Grahame, author of The Sahhath^ &c. 
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tioii at issuo h, wlioilun' tlin Lay or Manniou nliall vop\U,fitl 

t‘iic most potou in our lanpiaio *.savt' and t'xct‘)>t one 

or tw<j of Drydi'ii’a fablas. ,HuL with ri^sprot lo t lu^ iwt) tivaln^ 
I tliink tlio Lay is, on tho \vludi\ thn Kn’i*aii‘Ht favouriti*, U in 
admithul that iho fai)lo of iVIanuion ia Ki*oatly HUporior • -that 
it non tains a Kimtor <livt‘rHity of ohanud.i'r I hat it inapiroH 
anoro intonmt— ami that it in hy m> niraiia iidVrior in poiiii of 
])()eti{{al ox})rosHion; but it is runtoiulutl that Uu* imudoiit of 
J)oloraina’H juunioy io Mcdrtmo Hur[>aH.si*a luiylhiuK in Miinuion, 
and that the piu'scmal uppoaraiua* {*[' the MiuHtnd, who, tluui^h 
tlio last, is by far the most <diarminK of all tuiustivlH, is hy 
no nieauH oompiuiHuttul by tin* iiloa of an author sluirn of his 
pictunvsipu^ hoard, d(‘privVd of his liarp, and writing hdlorn 
to luH intimat(\ frituulH. 'riu'Hu introduotory opinllos, imhaub 
tlioui^di oxoolhuit in ihoiUHolvos, are in faot mdy iutorruptioim 
to the fable ; and acoordiuKlyi oim* out of ton have porusotl thoin 
s(4)ar{itoly, ('iMuu’ after or hofon* the noom — and it is t»bvit>uH 
that thoy o.auuot have produoiuLin oituor ohho, the oiToot whi<di 
was j)rop08tHl — vi'/. of rolieving Uie romlor’s atUuitiun, and giv- 
ing variety to the whole. Perliaps, rtuitiuuo these erities, it 
would be fair to say that Marmion deliglitH m in spite <d its 
introduotory epistles — while this Lay owes its primnpal eharm 
to the venerable old minstrid : — the twi* poenm may be eon- 
sidornd as etpially reapeotable to tlm talent h of flu* autluir ; but 
the first, being a more piu'feet whule, will be more eouHtautly 
preferred. Kow, ail this may be very true -but it is no less 
true that ovorybody has already read Marmion more ihttn w;ee 
— that it is the subject of getieral eon versation — that it de- 
lights all ages and all tastes, and that it is universally allowtnl 
to imi)rovu upon a second reading. My own opinion is, that 
both the productions are (Mpuilly good in their ditferent waym 
yotjUpon the whole, I had rather be the author of Marmion tlmn 
of the Lay, because 1 think its species of excelleneo of much 
more difficult attainment What dogrmi of bulk may be mmni- 
tially ueoessary to tho corporeal part of an Kpie jHitmu I know' 
not; but suri^ I am that tlu^ story of Marmion might have fur- 
nishad twelve books m easily aa six ---that Urn rniwterly ehiir- 
acter of (Jonatanee would not have been less Imwitdung had it 
been much more minutely painted — ami tliat l>e Wilton might 
have been dilated with great ease, and even to considerable mb 
vantage; — in short, that had it been your infcimtion merely Lj 
exhibit a spirited romantic story instemil of making that ilory 
subservient to the delineation ol^ the mariners which prevailed 
at a certain period of uur lustury, the number ami viiriely of 



cters would have suited any scale of painting. Mar- 
Deloraine what Tom Jones is to Joseph Andrews; 
dsh of high breeding nowhere diminishes the prom- 
bhe features — and the minion of a king is as light 
r a caTalier as the Eorderer, — rather less ferocious, 
}d, less fit for the hero of a ballad, and far more for 
f a regular poem. On the whole, I can sincerely 
, ‘ sans p/irase,’ that had I seen Marmion without 
le author, I should haye ranked it with Theodore 
ia, — that is to say, on the very top shelf of Eng- 
This elegant letter may no doubt be considered 
me of the very highest and most refined of London 
)n Marmion, during the first freshness of its popu- 
before the only critical journal of which any one in 
thought very seriously, had pronounced its verdict. 

5 consider some parts of that judgment, together with 
5 personal intimacy with the editor and the aid which 
late been affording to the Eeview itself, it must be 
at Mr. Jeffrey acquitted himself on this occasion in 
lighly creditable to his courageous sense of duty. 
}r for April 1808 was accompanied by this note : — 
:eet, Tuesday. — Dear Scott, — If I did not give you 
lore magnanimity than other of your irritable tribe, 
3axcely venture to put this into your hands. As it 
vith no little solicitude, and earnestly hope that it 
no difference in the friendship which has hitherto 
etween us. I have spoken of your poem exactly as 
d though I cannot reasonably suppose that you will 
with everything I have said, it would mortify me 
ly to believe I had given you pain. If you have 
[eft for me, you will not delay very long to tell me 
meantime, I am very sincerely yours, — F. Jeffrey.^^ 
er will I hope pause here and read the article as it 
leavouring to put himself into the situation of Scott 
is laid upon his desk, together with this ominous 
the editor, who, as it happened, had been for some 
3d to dine that same Tuesday iu Castle Street, The 
ticism of the paper is, I am sure, done in a style on 
mter cannot now reflect with perfect equanimity, 
lan on the lofty and decisive tone of the sweeping 
by which it was introduced. All this, however, I 
3 Scott to have gone through with great composure ; 
b, I think, have wondered, to say the least, when he 
elf accused of having throughout neglected Scot- 
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tish ^oolin}^^s and Srr)|,iish (*luir:u-ti‘i*8 ! *’ Fit' who iuul just; 

])(>uvim 1 oiii all t-hi' |>a.l it* t*ut huHiiisin t>f his soul in st« nuiuy 
])a.s.sag(^s of iMariuioiu vvliiuh t^vory Sfotchinau in Iht* fini of 
tiin (5 will havt‘. hy hoarl ; painttsl flu* t*a|}itah tin* t-ouri, tlu^ 
(*,aiii]>, ilu'. luu’tuc old t'hitd'tains td' SisMlauih in tM»hmrs instiufl. 
with a IVrvour that, cau lu'vt'rtliu; and ilitruihtsl Iho uuist fatal 
of hor uatioual tnisrorlutu's hy a t’i‘hdjralitm as hiftily patht^Mf 
as over bhuid(‘d pridu- with s<u’rt>\\% -a hat th* jdoca* whioh t*vi‘n 
Ills (U’iUf. had prououiUMul U\ ha thi' ntihlost savt* in lltuuor! 
Hub not evtni this iujustits' was liktdy to wiuuul him vm-y 
(Uu'})Iy. (k)inini^ from tau* of flu* riMsait. witimsstss nf his pas« 
sionato Jifjfit.atiou on f/n’ Mmunl, jaTliaps ht^ wtmhl only smih' 
at. it. At all t'vtmts, lu' fouht niakt* alhtwaiua* lor tlu' jsdn- 
laucios into which men the lisist ilispostnl tt> injure tin* find- 
ings of otluu’H will sound hiH‘S U* hid ravish when t lm eritieal 
rotl is in thoir liands. He* assiinnl .Mr, flelTn*y thui tin* nrtich* 
had not disturhed hiH digestioin tliougli lie hopetl indther his 
bookscdlcu's nor tho puldio would agrt*e with the opiuiims it 
exprosBod; and hogged hi^ would eome to dinmw at the hour 
previously appointed. Mr. dtdTrc\v appearml aceordingly, ami 
was received h^ his liont with the franki^st {•onlinlity ; hut Imd 
the mortifieation to observe that the mistress of the house, 
though ])erfeetly polite, wiin not ipiite so misy witli him as 
nsuah She, too, hehavinl herself with exemplary idvility dur- 
ing tluMliuner; hut could not help saying, in her broken" 
liah, wlien lum gm«Ht was tlepurting, ** Wtdl. goodnight, Mr. 
Jeffrey ™dey tidl me that you have almsed Seott. in de Review, 
and I hope Mr. (kuislahlii has paidyo/^ vtwy well for writing it.'’ 
This auec.tlote wjis not pcrliaps worth giving; hut it has lunui 
printed alri'iidy in an exaggerated shape, so I tlmughi it as 
well to ]u‘eKmit the edition wldeh I havi* derived from tin* lips 
of all the three persons eoncerneiL No one, I am sure, will 
think tlie wursiMif any of them for it,— least of all of Mrs, 
Scott, She might wadi Isi panlmnnh if she tfH»k to herself 
more tliau her own share in the misadventures as well as llii^ 
succoBSOH of the most alTiH'tionate of protectors. It was, I 
believe, about tins time when, as Scott has confessed, the 
popularity of Marmion gave him sueh a /i«c, lie hiul for a 
moment almost lost Ids fiHJting,” that a shrewd and sly ob- 
server, Mrs. Grant of Laggan, said, wittily emnigli, upon leav- 
ing a brilliMit assembly where the poid. had Imhui surrounded 
by all the bur/, and glam of fasluonahle eesiai*y ,Mr. Scott 
always aeema to me like a glass, through wluch the rays of 
admiration pass without sensibly alTecting it; but the bit of 
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.per that lies beside it will presently be in a blaze — and no 
)nder.’^ 

I shall not, after so much about criticism, say anything more 
Marmion in this place, than that I have always considered 
as on the whole the greatest of Scott^s poems. There is a cer- 
in light, easy, virgin charm about the Lay, which we look for 
vain through the subsequent volumes of his verse ; but the 
perior strength, and breadth, and boldness both of concept 
)n and execution in the Marmion appear to me indisputable, 
le great blot, the combination of mean felony with so many 
ble qualities in the character of the hero, was, as the poet 
ys, severely commented on at the time by the most ardent of 
s early friends, Leyden ; but though he admitted the justice 
that criticism, he chose “ to let the tree lie as it had fallen.” 
e was also sensible that many of the subordinate and connect- 
g parts of the narrative are flat, harsh, and obscure — but 
3uld never make any serious attempt to do away with these 
iperfections ; and perhaps they, after all, heighten by con- 
ast the effect of the passages of high-wrought enthusiasm 
[lich alone he considered, in after days, with satisfaction. 
3 for the epistolary dissertations” (as Jeffrey called them), 
must, I take it, be allowed that they interfered with the flow 
the story, when readers were turning the leaves in the first 
ow of curiosity; and they were not, in fact, originally in- 
aded to be interwoven in any fashion with the romance of 
armion. Though the author himself does not allude to, and 
d perhaps forgotten the circumstance, when writing the 
troductory Essay of 1830 — they were announced by an 
vertisement early in 1807 as “Six Epistles from Ettrick 
»rest,” to be published in a separate volume ; and perhaps it 
gilt have been better that this first plan had been adhered to. 
Lt however that may be, are there any pages, among all he 
er wrote, that one would be more sorry he should not have 
itten? They are among the most delicious portraitures that 
aius ever painted of itself, — buoyant, virtuous, happy genius 
exulting in its own energies, yet possessed and mastered by 
ilear, calm, modest mind, and happy only in diffusing happi- 
ss around it. 

The feelings of political partisanship find no place in this 
em ; but though Mr, Jeffrey chose to complain of its “ man- 
st neglect of Scottish feelings,” I take leave to suspect that 
3 boldness and energy of British patriotism which breathes in 
many passages, may have had more share than that alleged 
dssion in pointing' the pen that criticised Marmion. Scott 
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hatl Ht.(‘rnly atul imliK^uautly rrlnikml mid di’tHuua’eal them 
too |HH‘valt‘ii( spirit nf :mti nutiiutal (it’Hpuuiloiiro ; in* hud put 
tlu^ inimpi't to his lips* uiu! thuio his {»art ut h'ust to nustuiu 
tho Jinpo untl ivsolutiou tif his rtnuitryiani in that 
from whirh it wan tin' thrlriuo of tho KduthurKh Ivoviow that 
no Hauo obstn-vc'r the tiiiios enmhi auth'iput*' anvthinjLf hut 
ruin and dugradalion, 11^ must ovor ho <’unsidorutl im fim 
** mighty minBtnd’*of tho anti tJailiouu war; and it was Mur» 
miou that first unmuincod him in tlua rharaotor. 

Hu all this an it may* his rtmnoxion with tlu' liuviow was 
now hrokuu otT ; and imUnnl it was novor romnyml, r>xiM‘pt in 
onu instamus many vuars afior* wlum iho strong wish to m^rvu 
poor Maturin sliook Idm lor a momuut from Ins pnrpiKst\ I'hu 
loftiust and purosi of human huiuga Mdihmi md hut undur a 
luixtnru of mutivus, ami I shall mit aiiompt to gut*sH in what 
puvportious iu' was HwayiHl hy avurniou to tho jHditioal do(s 
txduuB whudi thu journal luwl laluly Umu avowing with iuoreuaed 
oponuuBB — hy diasaUBfiu'tum with its judgmonlH of hin uwii 
works — or, Taatly, hy tho fouling that* wliothor tlumo judg- 
ments were or wore not just, it wuh hut an idlo husiuosH fur 
him to assist by his own pen the popularity of the vehiele that 
diffused them* That he was iumieiietnl more or less by all of 
these conaideratiuim, appears highly probable ; and I hiuey I 
can trace soma indie.ations i»f mwh cjf them in a letter with 
which I am favoured by a wuirm lov(*r of literatuns luul a sin- 
cere admirer botli of Heott and delTnngaiul though uumltered 
among the Tories in the Htumeof (kuniiioiiH, yet one of the most 
liberal Bcation of his party* — who hapfwumd to visit Heotland 
shortly after the article on Miirmion iippiuired* and him net down 
his reeollectiouH of the course of toblcdalk at a tliniier wdicrt? he 
for tlie first time im^t the poet in company with his cimHor;»— 
“ There were,” ho says, only a few people iK^iflcs the two lions 
— and assuredly I have seldom pasHea a mori^ agreeable day. 
A thousand Bubjectsof literature, imtiquities, and ntfuim»rH, were 
started ; and much was 1 stnick, m you may well sup|H>se, by 
the extent, correctness, discriiniimtioii, and ac^curacy of JidTrcy^s 
information j equally bo with his taste, mntistmm, afid within 
dissecting every book, author, and story that ciimc In our way. 
Nothing could surpass the variety of hii knowledge, but the easy 
rapidity of his manner of pwKiucnng it He was then in hiu me- 
ridian. Scott delighted to draw him out, delighted also to talk 
himself, and displayed, I think, even a larger range of anecdote 
and illustration ] remembering everytiung,.whether true or faJsa, 

^ The late Mr. MonlU of Rokiby. IMS. 





um 

t. waB im|n'f‘SHiv<s f«v»*rvtfurii? tliiif wafi 

()Vt‘ly, or liv«‘ly. It ntnirk mo that fhori' iIu.h dif 

‘iK't' - »lt‘(Vn*y* for t fio in«o5t part fiiti‘t1ium’4l tm, wlirsi l«««lirs 
V under diHOUHninn, svit h t ho d*^trr! mu nf lanit hhiSMloi aU 
ilitiuH, or pluftiurtHiuB : St‘u(t toid^ u|» Iho suhHi'i whrar h*^ Irfi 
't'oalh'd Boiut' i'oiu|aMtBatim.^ hoauty or r\« idh^i* «' Imi h looh u** 
lit- Inid ht'en ulhnvod.und by tin* rooUahMii. |»*a h.4|* . ^4 »‘0«* fsuo 
r/:i, sot tin* poor viiUim ou hi‘Uo‘.:i aoaiu. I «- ii v. .j p\-.,! 

iif.tluHt inn* that Soidt hail ahiiuihthi*«l lof4|4.M *- 04 5 ’ 5 

js. 'riu* journal lta«l boon alurtod amouu tho i-lr-, rs 
(d.y with wliioli 1‘aliuhtirKb abimndrd uhru fhi ^ u«-ir bMils 
u’in|4 life ua harriatora ; uml .li^lIrryVi onm i|nil 
Hoiiu^ time \vt‘ro Hydm*y Hinith* Itronuliauu Hurui^r, ,Hru!! 
Hulf — and on Hidoiitihc Hnhjt^rti^» llavlair. luit *drr«*r i 4»is 
utorH wen' Houghl for in all t|iiarlor^i. Hut it iii»l 
>re Hron^ham di[>piHi tin* eonrona ut wstlv Whi^ffmv , 
it. was Miotifthl at. tlio limo that ,Houie wry t OS d mil ! 

lu' part. td‘ Hitt liad a priiudpai ^^haro ju tioiluui.: of 

;(* hrilliant. yonuft moii {h'onlo itn rarrviue ^nvx ih*^ir wra|» 
In t.ht' omuny’a «‘amp, Srotl wan u ?4!nasi.' n.%-, , h\ 

ily naadli’etiotiH ami poofioal fr«diuitH of irrMHO.n o-n. ;» J.%>- 
dcdTrey, Innvovor, wan an oarlv fn^ml an*! \hrtr 
a eoni'Uetion of foelingH on Iwiflt ^4ulr.?s, Sr^ui. I .n 
, nminuHtraUal incaitmi Urn *loo]»«*ining 

r<‘d t.hat luM'ould not n*?dHt tho wu. Srott uih’r^id inn 

1 at. a witty hit Toryimn luit iho oditni |d»ni4r4 

i (.la^ chuiKer imniimiHlmtoy, Thfuni 4 h|frrrfu‘r,- 4 i* 

*tl --and HiHiU dinaidved thesr fei|i*raii«ifi, ‘bo 
^ay dinner- Ah tin* cdarei wa.n tnkm^ iln roniuirn 

ulm-ad H0UU4 giKuhnuturetl otih»|fy of hoi ohi fosp|«jtriort 

a\V Smith, Uronnham, ami Humor. * %.Ar% 

eau’t Hay t-oo noadt aUmt Sydney or Hru'iiifhain, hut { 
tmt admire vonr Ifornor: Is*’’* a|wav« fail nu^ m iiiigpl 
hadiah’H hnll, wlm, altlmin^h m Fnlln^r Sliiindy 
iev{*r pnuliieed a eitlf, went thronnh Inn m%th 

aK^'^t-ytMlemeatiour^ that he iilwiiy.^ Ins rr^dit 

e pariah!’ ^Ilie fun of tim illtiitratioti ir«s|»i«| him to 
muly, I Imlieve; hut Horner’i? tahmin ili«l nut §fi 

nu.^and hia wommueiil lnUmira were t.utdl%* nuruUk^ema! 

B mind of Htaittd’ 

fore (puttirtK Marmirni ami \in nritlrii» I ounlil fu Ihiil, 

the hay, thia ami the Hnliriei|8ient f.:reiil tummn all 

Buhlwhed^ in a Hjdemiid quarto form, lisp U 4 mm.i r4 ifi^i 
lal Marmhun prims a Kuinoa and a liall, were c|i#|M»»t| ut 
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in less than a month; and twelve oetav«» erlituMis between ISOS 
and 1825, had earned the sab' in upwards (d rabOnn (•l»pi<^s, 
before the author iiududiMl it in tlu* edlleetum <d‘ his pnetry 
witli biog-raphioal prefaec'S in ISSO; sinee whieh period there 
Lave been fiaMiuont re])rints ; making an aK'dre.itate It'Kitimate 
circulation between 1.808 anil KSISot about tiOjHto, 

Ere the poem was published, a lu'iiw task, lu^vpni earlier, 
and continued throughout its progress, had been uearly eoiie 
pleted; and there ap])eared in tin' last, week t»l April iSoS, 7'//r 
Wo)'ks of John noir jirst rnlltrfrtl : trith n*>trs hisfnnr>ti, 

critical, aiid eo)})lannt or (I nil (i inf' f*J Ihr ,b////ur. hlitj/tfan 

volumes, Hvo, This was tlu‘ bold speeulaliou of W'iUiaui Miller 
of All)emarlc Strtud; ; and llu* editor's lee, at forty giiiiusis the 
volinue, was .L.75(). ddie l)ulk i>l tin' eolleid itui, the nt'gleet 
into which a majority of the pii'ees had fallen, the oiisoloteness 
of tlie party poliiit'.s whieli liad so largely eHertdsi'il tbi' author's 
pen, and the iiid(‘e.onim, not seldom nmniiig into tlagrani in- 
decency, by which tran.S(amdent genius bad lidnisten'd t«i the 
appetites of alicentiouH age, all eouibiiu'd to make tin' warmest 
of Scott’s admirers doubt vvlu't.hc'r evi»n bis skill and reputation 
"would be found suflleiont to ensun' tlie sueis'ss of ildH under 
taking. .It was, howovius Indbu* reetdved than any one, exeept 
perhaps the courageous hookselh'r biiu.sidf, bad aniieipated. 
The entire work was reprill t(‘d in I8LM ; sinee then the Ltfi* 
of Diydenhas had its plan' in varions e<tiiions of prnMt^ 

Tiiiscellauies ; nor perhaps doc's that idass of Ins writings imdude 
any piece which keeps a higlu'r (*stimation. 

Tin's Diydeii was eriticist'd in (he Edinburgh Review fur 
October 1808, with great ability, ainU on the whole, with mb 
Jiiirahle candour. Tlu' iudustry ami perspieaeily with wineh 
Scott had carried through his (‘ditorial rmiearelieH and anuota 
tions wore acknowledged in term.s wdiieh, had he known tlie 
name of his reviewer, must have lH*en doidily gratifying ; and 
it was confosaed that, in the life of hiHaitilior. Iw hml rorreeled 
with patient honesty, and filled up with lurid ami e^cpaiuitve 
detail, the sometimcB eareb^ss and often nakml out line of John 
son’s inastorly Essay. U would he Huperfliioim In i|uoie in ilm 
place a specimen of critical skill wlitidi Itm already enjoyed 
wide circulation, and which will hereafUfr. no ilmiKt, Ih/ im 
eluded ill the miacellaueous prime works of Tim 

points of political faith on which that great writer dtHsenla 
from the Editor of Dryden, wuuhl, even if I IumI the inelb 
nation to pursue such a discatsHimn Itnul me far ludniy fnun 
the immediate object of those pages ; they emlinuce fjiiasttoug 
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on -wliicli the best and wisest of our countrymen will probably 
continue to take opposite sides^ as long as our past history 
excites a living interest, and our literature is that of an 
actiye nation. On the poetical character of Dryden, I think 
the editor and his critic will be found to have expressed sub- 
stantially much the same judgment; when they appear to 
differ, the battle strikes me as being about words rather than 
things, as is likely to be the case when men of such abilities 
and attainments approach a subject remote from their personal 
passions. As might have been expected, the terse and dex- 
terous reviewer has often the better in this logomachy ; but 
when the balance is struck, we discover here, as elsewhere, 
that Scott^s broad and masculine understanding had, by what- 
ever happy hardihood, grasped the very result to which others 
win their way by the more cautious processes of logical investi- 
gation. While nothing has been found easier than to attack 
his details, his general views on critical questions have seldom, 
if ever, been successfully impugned. 

I wish I could believe that Scott^s labours had been sufficient 
to recall Dryden to his rightful station, not in the opinion of 
those who make literature the business or chief solace of their 
lives — for with them he had never forfeited it — but in the 
general favour of the intelligent public. That such has been 
the case, however, the not rapid sale of two editions, aided as 
they were by the greatest of living names, can be no proof ; nor 
have I observed among the numberless recent speculations of 
the English booksellers, a single reprint of even those tales, 
satires, and critical essays, not to be familiar with which would, 
in the last age, have been considered as disgraceful in any one 
making the least pretension to letters. 

Scott^s Biography of Dryden — the only life of a great poet 
which he has left us, and also his only detailed work on the 
personal fortunes of one to whom literature was a profession 
— was penned just when he had begun to apprehend his own 
destiny. On this point of view, forbidden to contemporary 
delicacy, we may now pause with blameless curiosity. Seri- 
ously as he must have in those days been revolving the haz- 
ards of literary enterprise, he could not, it is probable, have 
handled any subject of this class without letting out here and 
there thoughts and feelings proper to his own biographer’s 
province ; but, widely as he and his predecessor may appear 
to stand apart as regards some of the most important both of 
intellectual and moral characteristics, they had nevertheless 
many features of resemblance, both as men and as authors; 
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and I doubt if tbo eutiro ran^c* ol' i*uv annals tsiuhi have* fur^ 
nislied a thonio inoiu^ calfulatnd in kt-rp Scutt’s scrutinisuiK 
interest awake, than that whieh t»|U‘U4s| i»u luiii us ho 
plated vsto]) ])y Hi<ep tbo (‘aveiu* <d i hort' are ^ruvt^ 

lessons wliioli that sU)ry was not mnslod it* onrurre uptm his 
mind: he Tocpiirod no sueh hearcjn tu inakn hini rovnit I'mm 
paltering with tho dif^uity of wnmaiu or tlu' passions nl yontli, 
or insulting by sphmotia levities tin* ndigitnis ronvietions of 
any portion of his country nKUi. Huf I)rydeii‘s prt».st lun ion of 

his genius to tho po.tty bittt‘rnt*ssi‘s o! pttiuieal warlare, and 
the conscq^iioncos both as to tin* party hi* served, and (In* an- 
tagonists ho })rovok(Ml, might, well supply mailer inr serious 
consideration to the. author ot the Mtdvdie st»ug. *• \\ Imri*/' 
says Scotty ^^is tho i*xpi‘rt swordsman that doe.n nut delight in 
the tlourisli of his \v<*apon V ami a brave man wilt least of 41II 
withdraw liimscdf from Ids aneient standard when the* tide 
of battle boats against it.” But he says uIho, --and I know 
enough of his own then rocent exjM»rieuees, in Uih intereonrso 
with some who had boon among his earliest ami deari’nt usnin 
ciates, not to apply the language Ui tlm eireumstanees that 
suggested it — ^^lle who keenly cuiguges in pulilieal c-untro 
Tersy must not only onoountor the vulgar abiine whieb be ninv 
justly contemn, but tho alUwod eye of frieuds whose regard in 
chilled/^ Nor, when he atlds that “ tlie proteetiiig zeal of his 
party did not coin])ouaato Urydeu for the hms id* those wlnun 
he alienated in their serviecs'” c?an I Indp mnnerting this re- 
flexion too with his own Hubiuu|uent nlistiruuiee frttm party 
personalities, in whic.h, had Um export HWordHimui a delight ili 
the flourish of his weapon prevailed» he might Jiavi^ rivalled 
the success of cither Dryden or Hwift, to Ih' repaiil likt^ tlnun 
by the settled rancour of Wliigs and the jealoim ingratitu/le 
of Tories. 

It is curious enough to compare the lu^sitnfing ntyle of hin 
apology for that tinge of evanencent HUper.Htitioii wliieh 
to have clouded occasionally Drydenhi bright and mdid inmd, 
with the open avowal that he him “ pride in recording lun 
author’s decided admiration of old hidlmlH and popular 
and perhaps his personal fetdingii were hardly leiw hi.H prompti^r 
where he aiamisses with brief mmrn the ninn of negligimee and 
haste which had been so often urged agiiiimt Drvthni, ** 
ing,”he says, so easily attained m the jmwor of 
ing the extrinsic qualiticH of fine painting, line miwie., or fine 
poetry; the beauty of colour and mitliim, the combi nation of 
notes, tho melody of versifleation, may \m imitati^ by artists 
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of mediocrity j and many will view, liear, or peruse their per- 
formances, without being able positively to discover why they 
should not, since composed according to all the rules, afford 
pleasure equal to those of Baphael, Handel, or Dryden. The 
deficiency lies in the vivifying spirit, which, like alcohol, may 
be reduced to the same principle in all the fine arts. The 
Trench are said to possess the best possible rules for building 
ships of war, although not equally remarkable for their power 
of fighting them. When criticism becomes a pursuit separate 
from poetry, those who follow it are apt to forget that the 
legitimate ends of the art for which they lay down rules, are 
instruction and delight j and that these points being attained, 
by what road soever, entitles a poet to claim the prize of suc- 
cessful merit. hTeither did the learned authors of these dis- 
quisitions sufficiently attend to the general disposition of 
mankind, which cannot be contented even with the happiest 
imitations of former excellence, but demands novelty as a 
necessary ingredient for amusement. To insist that every 
epic poem shall have the plan of the Iliad, and every tragedy 
be modelled by the rules of Aristotle, resembles the principle 
of the architect who should build all his houses with the same 
number of windows and of stories. It happened, too, inevi- 
tably, that the critics, in the plenipotential authority which 
they exercised, often assumed as indispensable requisites of 
the drama, or epopeia, circumstances which, in the great au- 
thorities they quoted, were altogether accidental or indifferent. 
These they erected into laws, and handed down as essential ; 
although the forms prescribed have often as little to do with 
the merit and success of the original from which they are 
taken as the shape of the drinking glass with the flavour of 
the wine which it contains.” These sentences appear, from 
the dates, to have been penned immediately after the biog- 
rapher of Dryden had perused the Edinburgh Eeview on 
Marmion. 

I conclude with a passage, in writing which he seems to 
have anticipated the only serious critical charge that was ever 
brought against his edition of Dryden as a whole — namely, 
the loose and irregular way in which his own a^sthetical no- 
tions are indicated, rather than expounded. “ While Dryden,” 
says Scott, examined, discussed, admitted, or rejected the 
rules proposed by others, he forbore, from pi^dence, indolence, 
or a regard for the freedom of Parnassus, to erect himself into 
a legislator. His doctrines are scattered without system or 
pretence to it: — it is impossible to read far without finding 
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ROiiunniixiiii fur (l«>iuir, nr forhuarinK". whii*h <*vi*ry sttuUnit <jf 
])()t*i,ry ^vilI «Iu wull tt> uni^ravi* upuii iliu tablrts iff hia nu'iu- 
ory ; Imt. ilu‘ atithnr’H ttf instrut‘tii»u in inniiuT harah iH»r 

dif.t.aiorial.’* 

Ou 1lu‘ wliuUs it. in iiupnsstlfh* tu tlnuht that Iht* .stuH’uas cif 
Drydt'ii iu rapidly ami till tin* rml iff a lung lift* 

]io](ling undlapaUal, thu summit uf ptddir fav«fur uiul rupu- 
tati(»n, ill Hjiitu of his “hravu nf miuutu ruii.shiug, 

narrow laws, and priJuditHsi ii*s» must havo had u 

powerful cdToct in m‘rviuj4 Sf()tt\s hcfpt* mul r<’stiluiiuu ftir (ho 
wi{h^ onoau of lilm’ary mitorprisi* intn wliioh Iu* hml lufvv fairly 
huiurhi^d his hark. Liki* |)ryih*n»lu* foil hnuMdf tif In* “am- 
ply s((in*il witli acHpurtsl km»wltsl|^(S iiiurh <»f it tht» fruits 
(ff Carly ri‘adiim^ and anplii-ution ; " aiitiriputod that llKUp^h, 
whiliMUiKagml iu tho liurry iff rompusiUnii, m* tivorrumr Ify 
iho lassitinh^ (»f rnuUmUMl litrniry luhour/' Im should 
timi^s “draw with ton miirii lihcwality int a ttnuudnus immiciry,'* 
no “oisuisional imporfortioim would ilo|irivo him of his pnuHt*;*’ 
in short, madi' up his mind that “ jKiiutod ami uimdy turnod 
linos, sodulous study, ami lung and rojHndml rorvooiiifti and 
roviHion” would all ho dispoimotl with, — |»ruvi«lod tlmir plaoo 
worn HUpplitul as iu I)rydon hy ** rapidity of oonooptitfu, a 
rnadinoss of oxprossing ovory idem wdllimit losing auyuiiuK hy 
th(^ way— ptu'potual animation and cdimtiidty of thouKlit- and 
lunguago nnvor lahuurod, novor bituriug, novor {\n Urytlon's 
own phrasi') eumHilt/ 

I lioliovi^ that Siuitt hath in IH(I7, agrood wdtli lamdtm Iniok 
Bollors as to tho supmdniomlonoo of two titlior largo oullootitma, 
th(^ Honun’s’ Tnuds and tho Smtlor Htato Ihipors; but it mamm 
that (kmsi.ahlt' first luMivd cif thoso ougagmnoiits whon ho 
coiupaniod tlu^ Hocoml cargo of Mariuion to tin* groat Hcmthorii 
niarkol;; and, alanmul at tho jircmpcH^t of loHiiig Iuh hold on 
Heutt’s industry, Im at onen invited him to ftdhnv up lib Jh-y-^ 
dtm by an I'hUUon of Swift on tho saitio scalo, - oflcrtng, innrV^ 
uveu’, to (loublu tho ratcMif payment; felmt in to say, to give him 
Ij. 15()() for tho now nmb^rtaking. Thin munificimt tondor wm 
accautod; and ns early as May 180H, I iind Stmtt writing iu 
all cllrootioim for hooks, pamphlots, and MSS., likely to \w 
sorvicoablo in ilUislrating tho Life and VVbrks of illo I butt 
of St. Patrickb. Whih^ these were aecumulating nbnit him, 
which they Boon did in greater abundance than he had am 
tiedpated, ho couoludod Iub laliours on Biuller, and kept pace 
at the samo time with Ballantyne, m the Htmiers’ Tmet^ ccni« 
tinuod to move through the pmm. The Sadler wm published 



OTHER PUBLICATIONS, 


169 


in ISOO, in three large volumes^ quarto; but the last of the 
thirteen equally ponderous tomes to which Somers extended, 
was not dismissed from his desk until towards the conclusion 
of 1812. 

He also edited this year, for Murray, Strutt^s unfinished 
romance of Queenhoo-hall, with a conclusion in the fashion of 
the original; for Constable, Carleton^s Memoirs of the War of 
the Spanish Succession, to which he gave a lively preface and 
various notes ; and the Memoirs of Robert Cary, Earl of Mon- 
mouth. The republieation of Carleton/ Johnson’s eulogy of 
which fills a pleasant page in Boswell, had probably been 
suggested by the interest which Scott took in the first outburst 
of Spanish patriotism consequent on Hapoleon’s transactions 
at Bayonne. There is one passage in the preface which I 
must transcribe. Speaking of the absurd recall of Peter- 
borough from the command in which he had exhibited such a 
wonderful combination of patience and prudence with military 
daring, he says: — ^^One ostensible reason was, that Peter- 
borough’s parts were of too lively and mercurial a quality, 
and that his letters shewed more wit than became a General ; 
— a commonplace objection, raised by the dull malignity of 
commonplace minds, against those whom they see discharging 
with ease and indifference the tasks which they themselves * 
execute (if at all) with the sweat of their brow and in the 
heaviness of their hearts. There is a certain hypocrisy in 
business, whether civil or military, as well as in religion, 
which they will do well to observe who, not satisfied with 
discharging their duty, desire also the good repute of men.” 

It was not long before some of the dull malignants of the 
Parliament House began to insinuate what at length found a 
dull and dignified mouthpiece in the House of Commons — 
that if a Clerk of Session had any real business to do, it could 
not be done well by a man who found time for more literary 
enterprises than any other author of the age undertook — 
wrote more books,” Lord Archibald Hamilton serenely added, 
than anybody could fiind leisure to read ” — and, moreover, 
mingled in general society as much as many that had no 
pursuit but pleasure. 

The eager struggling of the different booksellers to engage 

1 It seems to be now pretty generally believed that CarUtotVs Me- 
moirs were among the numberless fabrications of De Foe ; but in this 
case (if the fact indeed be so), as in that of his Cavalier^ he no doubt 
had before him the rude journal of some officer who had fought and bled 
in the campaigns described with such an air of truth. 
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Scott; at thin tiiinn is a vt*ry amnsiii?^ IVatun* in j in* vohuuinouH 
corrcs]H)iuUmoc boron', lut'. Ihul ho j^ossossovl t n4>lo t ho onor^y 
for it was possible to any man (‘nnlit, ho (umld 

never hav(M'uc.(Junti‘n'd a titlu^ of tin* projects that, the post 
l)roit{j:ht (lay after ‘day to hiiin aimoiirnH'd with ('xtravaj^^aiit 
ontluisiasiu, and nr^nnl witli all tin* arts of (•(Uioiliatlon. I 
shall lueritiou only oiu^ out of at least a, do/t'ii i^df^aid ie selu'nu's 
which wore thus propos(*d bc'fon^ lu‘ had \V('ll st'Uh'd liimst'lf 
to his Swift; and I do so, lu’cause soniethiii^ of tin* kind was 
a finv years laluw earriiMl into execut ion. 'I'lds was a (o'm'ral 
Edition of British Novelists,- lu'j^inninf.; with ih* hoe and 
KUK'.hin^ to tlu^ ('nd of tln^ last, (S'utury -tolM'Si't fort h with 
pvid'ae.es and noU‘s by Scott, and jn’iuii'il (d‘ einirst* by lUillan- 
tyue. ddie projecUu’ was Murray, who was now to start 

on all [)oint.H in Uu^ raet' with ilonstabli*; but this Wiis not, as 
we shall see pn‘S(Uitly, tln^ only business that prompted my 
eutorprLsiiifj: frieiurs iirst visit to AhIu‘sUi‘1. 

Conversing with Scott, tovvurds tln^ (md <»f his tcnls, about 
the tumult of cmgaKumumts in which In? was thus involved, he 
said, “ Aye^ — it was enough to Unir me to pits'es * but there 
was a WDuderful exhilaration about it all: my bbsHl wim ki^jt 
at faver-piteh I felt m if I eould havi* grappled with any-” 
thing and (werything; then then^ was hardly u\w (d' all my 
schemes that did not alTord nu* tin* means of serving some 
poor devil of a brotln^r author, 'I’ln'ri* wt're nhvnys huge 
piles of mab^rials to bt^ arranged, sifted, and iinU'xt'd -vob 
urnes of extracts to be tratiscrils'd — jouruc'ys to be nmde iutht^r 
and thitluu’, for aacerbuning liUlc^ facts and dates, in sluu-t, 
T could (H)mmoidy k(*ep haUMwloxen of tin* ragged n'gimeni of 
Parnassus in tol(u*able eased* 1 said h(» must liav(^ felt some^ 
thing like what a locomotive engine on a railway niiglit be 
supposed to do, wlnni a H(‘<)rc^ of coal wjiggons are stum linking 
themaolvea to it tht\ momcmt it gets thc^ sleatu up, and it 
rusluis on its tiourse regardless of the bunhm. ** V(»s. said he, 
laughing, and making a cnmliiug cut with his axe (for we wen* 
felling larches ;) but there was a cursed lot of dung carts too.” 
He was Bcldom, in fac'^t, without aomo of these appmulages; 
and I admired nothing more in him than the patient cum rt4*sy, 
the unwearied gentb^ kindness with which he always treatetl 
them, in spite of their dedays and bhindt»rs, to say mitluiig of 
the almost incredible^ vanitv and presumption whieli more^ than 
one of them often oxhibitoci in the midst of thenr favvtiing ; and, 
I believe, with all their faults, tlui worst and we^akest of tlumi 
repaid him hy a canine fidedity of alfecUun. This part of 
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S(‘.oi.t.V <‘liar:u‘U‘r rrc-all:: i»y far lili'U’-niHt lr;ui hi 

of lii.s las(. pri'iltMavs.sor in iln* |»lrnitu«lt* i»i‘ hlinairv auS!n«nl% 

Dr. thilniHuii. 'riu^rr w.n. pmiiapH uutinu-,: u'\rr|ii! th«^ 
gtaail. blunili'r) that. h;ul a wnr.‘»r *‘liVrt nn ihf uf lut 

|)n{‘.unia,ry inrt.inu'H* than ihn ri'aiiuim.^i \w!h ^lurh h»* rxrffr4 
his iiitiMM’Sl, with (In' IjunkM'lh'rs imi lirh.ill *♦!! jijlrii»ir 
Dvi'U I'rum fdUUUt'Ufruu'Ut t»r tua rMiUH \a*!s with I 

stahlr in [lartirulur, 1 fan tran^ a runfuin.i: *4 ivu- h 

applii'aJinns. 'I'hry slimiilatf«l fhn alrradv t"** 
lishi'r tn nninhfrlnss risks; anil wbrnt fhr-if Lnl«*4, ih«' tr 
was, ill Him shapt' ur iinntfifr, smnf rurr«vipMn4uH* drifa* t^iai 
from Dm Fair prnlils i»r hi.s own hU'rarv lalH»a8r 1 %\vll, 
(Innsl.ahli^ was iiftmi Imanl tu say m thf ’* I hhr w«4l 

Scnlt/s nni — hut Imavm prfMiU'Vf frHiti «4 hm 

rut-lmriip’:! ’’ 

Mvi'ry now anil iimn, hnw'fvfr, Im hmt I hr rnh is*ii 

of liiulliiK' that his iut.rrfrrmi’r hah rrall> prMUsuiril ihr ssa*H 
t'Hts nf snUM' nmritnritms ufisfurr. Sini*' lUMi-r 
aouid hr nanmii than Jnhii SfniflmrH, a i4 ifhinLy.^n. 

whnsa vrrv strikiin^ pntau, I'hr Ihnn 
Hucn in MS. hy Miss *I«Kmna Hailin' wIh-h *»u a %8'ai ir 
iiativn (iistrirt, was hv Imr rrrMUiim’Uiinl lu ana Hi hnia 

to Oimstalih*, who pulilislnsi if in |HUH Mr >tnitli«'rri ;i 

))ilgriinagi' ot grutituilt' In AnUrnlnd* wlmm hr w i:i-rrur4 
witli Imarty kinilimss; and if in plramn,^^ S*» add, ?hai hv mdrd 
his life* in a vtny rnH|Hn*taliir pnsiimn ■ ■ m krr|w-r «»! StnhnK’''^ 
Libniryt an ohl rndownin'itt ifi ffhtHipnr, 
danmn IIokK hy tlus imi*’ hri^nnutin t^i Iw* a|i|yrrrsai.«^4 , 
and tlm [jopularity of hts Mountain Hard tairiuiraH*«'’^S Snsii i*i 
morn HtrniiuoUH tntrrntmHitin in hi?4 Iwdialf. I lia%'r Uvtnti^ s««’» a 
louK array of ItM-lnrs lui t-hin snhjrfi» wliirli 
SnoU and tlm Marl of Dalktuth niitf Ium hrollmr H«»rd 
in IHDH. prinm aiiihiiioii at !hi?4 |mniN| wm i4i |»is«niri^ 

an nuHiKnmy in a militia rnuitinml, and tm mnnm hn 
littln Ijy Snott^H rnpnmimt.ations Unit tU«* |*av of ^ 

tion waH vary HnniU and thai» sf Im nhiampd il, Isp ia*nsld 
liruhably find his ndataons willi hfM broilirr far 

agrnnabln, dHmrn wan, Imwnvnr, iinutln'r ub|priu*n isrlurli 
could not liint tt» tlm aspirant himfndf, luii wliirli l«8 

hav(^ been duly nniiHidofinl by thosn wlm worp l«« |*rt»' 

moto hin vinwk Militia idHnnw of Utai day by i&o 
unlikely to mm Umir nnrvtm put to ilm Umi ; and’ ihm 
IioisHh — though Im wroio nonm ra|iitiil war .?Msisg'»» 

Donald MmloiuUd wtw nut Imroiriilly niriing, Tliii wm t» 
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trutli no secret among Ms early intimates, 
measured Mmself at all exactly on that score, 
tempted, when he found there was no chance ol Uu nniiiua 
epaulette, to threaten that he would ''list for a solmci m d 
marching regiment. Notwithstanding at least one luolaiuuioly 
precedent, the Excise, which would have suited him ainxost as 
badly as "hugging Brown Bess,'' was next thought ot; aiul 
the Shepherd himself seems to have entered into that plan 
with considerable alacrity : but I know not whether h<^ cliangtHl 
his mind, or what other cause prevented such an appomtnuuit 
from taking place. After various shiftings, he at last olitaiuml 
from the Duke of Buccleuch's kindness, the gratuitoiis hie- 
rent of a small farm in the vale of Yarrow 5 and had he (ton- 
tented himself with the careful management of its hclds, the 
rest of his days might have been easy. !But ho could not 
withstand the attractions of Edinburgh, which carried hnu 
away from Altrive for months every year; and when at lioinc, 
a warm and hospitable disposition, so often stirred by vanity 
less pardonable than his, made him convert his cottage into an 
unpaid hostelrie for the reception of endless troops of thought- 
less admirers ; and thus, in spite of much helj^^ and much for- 
bearance, he was never out of one set of pecuniary dilliculties 
before he had begun to weave the meshes of some fresh 
entanglement. In pace requiescat. There will never bo such 


an Ettrick Shepherd again. 

In May 1808, Joanna Baillie spent a week or two under 
Scott's roof in Edinburgh. Their acquaintance was thus knit 
into a deep and respectful affection on both sides ; and hence- 
forth they maintained a close epistolary correspondence, which 
will always be read with special interest. But within a few 
weeks after her departure, he was to commence another inti- 
macy not less sincere and cordial ; and one productive of a still 
more important series of his letters. He had now reached a 


period of life after which real friendships are but seldom 
formed; and it is fortunate that another with an Englishman 
of the highest class of accomplishments had been thoroughly 
compacted before death cut the ties between him and George 
Ellis — because his dearest intimates within Scotland had of 


course but a slender part in his written correspondence. Mr. 
Merritt of Bokeby and his wife had long been intimate with 
Lady Louisa Stuart and Mr. William Bose ; and the meeting, 
therefore, had been well prepared for. It took place at Edin- 
burgh in J une. Scott shewed them the lions of the town and 
its vicinity, exactly as if he had nothing else to attend to but 
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their gratification ; and Mr. Morritt recollected with particular 
pleasure one long day spent in rambling along the Esk by 
Eoslin and Hawthornden, 

Where J onson sat in Drummond’s social shade, 

down to the old haunts of Lasswade. When we approached 
that village/’ he writes^ — “Scotty who had laid hold of my 
arm, turned along the road in a direction not leading to the 
place where the carriage was to meet us. After walking some 
minutes towards Edinburgh, I suggested that we were losing 
the scenery of the Esk, and, besides, had Dalkeith Palace yet 
to see, ^ Yes,’ said he, ^ and I have been bringing you where 
there is little enough to be seen — only that Scotch cottage — 
(one by the roadside, with a small garth) — but, though not 
worth looking at, I could not pass it. It was our first country- 
house when newly married, and many a contrivance we had to 
make it comfortable. I made a dining-table for it with my own 
hands. Look at these two miserable willow-trees on either 
side the gate into the enclosure j they are tied together at the 
top to be an arch, and a cross made of two sticks over them is 
not yet decayed. To be sure, it is not much of a lion to shew 
a stranger ; but I wanted to see it again myself, for I assure 
you that after I had constructed it, mamma (Mrs. Scott) and I 
both of us thought it so fine, we turned out to see it by moon- 
light, and walked backwards from it to tlie cottage door, in 
admiration of our own magnificence and its picturesque effect. 
I did want to see if it was still there — so now we will look 
after the barouche, and make the best of our way to Dalkeith.’ 
Such were the natural feelings that endeared the Author of 
Mann ion and the Lay to those who saw him in ^the happier 
Jiour of social pleasure.’ Plis person at that time may be 
exactly known from Eaeburn’s first picture, which had just 
been executed for his bookseller, Constable, and which was 
a most faithful likeness of him and his dog Camp. The literal 
fidelity of the portraiture, however, is its principal merit. The 
expression is serious and contemplative, very unlike the hilarity 
and vivacity then habitual to his speaking face, but quite true 
to what it was in the absence of such excitement. His features 
struck me at first as commonplace and heavy, — but they were 
almost always lighted up by the flashes of the mind within. 
This required a hand more masterly than Eaeburn’s; and 
indeed, in my own opinion, Ghantrey alone has in his bust 
attained that, in his case, most difdcult task of portraying the 
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feaiurofj faiilifully, aiul y<‘t. Riving the rc^al ua<l iraiiHient <'x- 
pr(‘.s.sioii of Ihv (•euntenaiH’c when «'uiiuiaii‘{l. 

passed a wet*k in ICdinhurgh, (duetiy in iiis s<n‘ietv and 
that of his fritnids Mu' Maekeir/.ies. We were so far nn <Mir 
^VilV to Mrahan (histle, in lO^ss-shire. Si'ntt uidtuditMi all his 
auU(|U!U’i;ui lort', atnl suppli(*il \ih with uuiuheiiess dafii, such 
as no guido-book eonld havt^ rnniislu*<h anti sueh as his <nvn 
'Monkliarns luight Inivt^ delighted to givt'. It wnidd be iille (o 
t(dl ho\r imu'h plt'anun* and instrnelion his ativits' athletl to a 
tour in iiscdf ho produetivt^ of both, as well as<d privatt* iVieiub 
Hhi})s and int.iinaeii's, now ii»o gi'iierallv ii'vniin.ited by tieath, 
but lU'ver sevi‘n*d liy eapriet' or disappointment. Mis wuh 
added to tJu^ nuiubt'r by onr reet'pMtm jujw in Mdinburgh, and, 
on our rt't.urn ('nun Mu' Highhintls* at. Ashe.stiel wlu'rt' lu^ 
had inathi us proinist'. tti visit him, saying that the rarmdioust' 
had ]»ig('oU"lud(‘H ('Ucmgh for sueh of Ids friends as r'ouhl live, 
like him, on 'PwtHul salmon and h'ori'st mutton. I’hen' hi' was 
the cluunHhed frit'ud and kimi neighbour of every middling 
Selkirkshire yeoman, just, as ('sisily in KdirdmrgI* he was the 
companion of (devtu* ycmih and narrative ohl age in refined 
society, l ie carried u.s om^ ilay U» Melrose Ahl»ey or Nowark -- 
another, to eoursc^ with mounluin greylunnnis by Varnnv braes 
or Kt, Mary’s Loch, re])cating every haihul <U' legendary tale 
couruKded with tin* set'iu'ry and cm a third, wt» must all gt» 
to u favnH'r’s kirn, or harv<*.'>d«honH% tc» dam*e with Htu’der lassc's 
on a btirn Moor, drink whi.sky punch* and enttn* with him into 
all tlui gossip and g(UHl-fcllo\vshi|} tjf his iicighhours, on a eoin» 
pleU' footing of unn'slraitu'd camviviality, etjualiiy, and mutual 
respc'ct. ills wife and happy young family wc're etuHti'rcHl 
round him* and tlu^ cordiality of his reception would have 
’unlK'ut a luiBauthrcrpc. 

^^At this jHudod his conversation was more etjuiil ami ani , 
mated Mum any man’s that I over knew. It was imml edtaram 
torised by the extreme felicity and fun of his illust rat ions, 
drawti from the whole cncytdopaHlia of life mid uaiure* in a 
stylo sonmtimcjs too c^xulK*rant for written narrative, hut which 
to him was natural and Bjiontancous. A hmiclred stories, ah 
ways apposite, and ofttm interesting tha rnuid by strong pathos, 
or eminently ludiewous* were daily told, which, with many more, 
have since been t^ransidantod* almoit in the mxtw langimge, into 
the Waverley navels and his other writings. These, and bin 
rooitations of poc^try* whitdi can never be forgotten by thuse 
who knew him, made up the charm that his boundless memory 
enabled him to oxort to tha wonder of Uie ip^piug loviirs of 
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woaders. But equally impressive and powerful was the Ian- 
ffuaffe of his warm heart, and equally wonderful wore tho (con- 
clusions of his vigorous understanding, to those who could 
return or appreciate either. Among a miniber of Hiich ro(iol- 
lections, I have seen many of the thoxights whicli then jiassod 
through his mind embodied in the delightful prefaces annoxod 
late in life to his poetry and novels. Those on literary quarrels 
and literary irritability are exactly what ho then <cxpr(CHS(cd. 
Keenly enjoying literature as he did, and indulging his own 
love of it in perpetual composition, he always niaintainod tho 
same estimate of it as subordinate and auxiliary to the purposes 
of life, and rather talked of men and events than of books and 
criticism. Literary fame, he always said, was a bright feather 
in the cap, but not the substantial cover of a woll-protoctod 
head. This sound and manly feeling was what I have^ seen 
described by some of his biographers as jpn'dc, and it will al- 
ways be thought so by those whose own vanity only bo 
gratified by the admiration of others, and who mistake shows 
for realities. Kone valued the love and applauso of others 
more than Scott; but it was to the love and applause of thoH(» 
he valued in return that he restricted tho feeling — without 
restricting the kindness. Men who did not, or would not, 
understand this, perpetually mistook him — and, _aftor loading 
him with undesired eulogy, perhaps in his own house ncAghcctod 
common attention or civility to other parts of his family. It 
was on such an occasion that I heard him murmur in my oar, 
^Author as I am, I wish these good people would rocolloc.t that 
I began with being a gentleman, and don’t mean to give U|) tho 
character.’ Such was all along his feeling, and this, with a 
slight prejudice common to Scotchmen in favour of auciont 
and respectable family descent, constituted what in (rnib Street 
is called his pride. It was, at least, what Johnson would have 
justly called defensive pride. Broin all other, and still more 
from mere vanity, I never knew any man so remarkably frccj.” 

The farmer at whose annual Icim Scott and all his household 
were, in those days, regular guests, was Mr. Laidlaw, tho Duke 
of Buccleuch’s tenant on the lands of Peel, which are only 
separated from the eastern terrace of Ashestiol by tho ravine 
and its brook. Mr. Laidlaw was himself possessed of some 
l^ded property in the same neighbourhood, and being con- 
sidered as wealthy, and fond of his wealth, he was usually 
called among the country people Laird Nippy; an expressive 
designation which it would be difficult to translate. Though 
a very dry, demure, and taciturn old Presbyterian, he could 
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not resist tho SUvUTh ; nay, he ovini Knidualiy huIhIuocI 

his scruples so far as to ]u‘eoiut‘ a pn^tty roustaui. attiuiilaut at 
his Eyiqliiih prnitinl ^ tho MuuIuyH; wluoli, uuUhhI, 

the i)arish-kirk Ihuu^- tngivl iniU'S lUntaut, altnuaial hy tloKroi^s 
more neighbours than ciuiie suilotl tlu^ oapmnty of Uu' jiarhau’^ 
chapel. Mr. Laitllaw’s wife was a wtauau ot suptwior nund 
and manners — a great reader, and cmt' of tlu* ii*w to whom 
Scott liked lending his books; ior imist stried and thdic'uUy was 
he always ixi tho caro of tlunu, and indetul, hatdl^^ any trivial 
occurrence ever scuuned to touch his tinii|H*r nt all, except any- 
thing like iiTOVoront ireatuu*nt of a lamk, 1'he iiitc‘rta)urs(^ 
between the family at AHhtnsiiel and tliis wtirthy wmnan and 
her children, was a c.oiiHtaut interchang«' «d‘ respect ami kind^ 
ness ; but I reiuoinbiu' to havt\ liminl Seutt say that the grtnitest 
compliment ho had ever received in his life wjw from the rigid 
old farmer liimsolf; for, years after ho hml left Asln^stlel, he 
discovered omsually that speeial eare luul Ihhui Uikeu to keep 
the turf seat on the JS/iirra'a kmnve in ginxl repair; and this Wiis 


much from Nippy. 

And here I must sot down a story, whieh, immt remlers will 
smile to be told, was often rapeaUyl by ami always with 

an air that seemed to mo, in spite of his einhnivcmm U» tin* 
contrary, as grave as the usual aspect uf Lainl Ndupy {»f tlu^ 
Peel. This Neighbour was a distant kiustuau tif his dear friend 
William Laidlaw; — so distant, that elsewhere in that etmditicm 
they would scarcely have rmnemhered any eommtmity «»f hhunl ; 
— butthey both traced tluur doHennt, in the ninth degree, to an 
ancestress who, in tho days of dohn Knox, fell into trouble 
from a suspicion of witclicraft. In lier time the Laidlaws 
were rich and prosporouH, ami heltl rank luntmg the bent 
gentry of Tweeddale; but in sunio evil hour, lier himbaiid, the 
head of his blood, I’oproached lior with her mWiction to the 
black art, and she, in her anger, aursml tlie name anti lineugt^ 
of Laidlaw, Her youngest son, who sUkkI by* implurtHl Iwv to 
revoke the malediction ; but in vain, Ne^t day, Imwevtw, on 
the renewal of Ida entreaties, she carried him with her into tlm 
woods, made him slay a heifer, gat^.rifiaid it to the jH^wer of 
evil in his presence, and then, collecting the wlies in her aprtm, 
invited the youth to see her commit them to the river. ** Follow 
them,^^ said she, from stream to long as they float 

visible, and as many streams m you Ehidl Uien have pimstHl, 
for so many generations shall your dasoendimte prosper. After 
that, they shall, like the rest of ths inuiiia, ba |ioi>r, and take 
their part in my curse.” TJhe streams ha counted were nine; 
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^aiul now/' Wiuilil sav, *' lonk nauul you in tlur« «Muiulry, 

uid HUH' iuH>\tgli, thu UaidlawH aro <»uo uiul all lauillo^us jiuiu 
,vii.h i.ho nini^Iu t^Kfoptiou <tf AttM Mauv l 8 sa«’'i« had 

i lipanl holh liiiu ami W illiam hanllaa fril ihir* lanrv, 
my Huspiridu fjjnt ahnnul that Nip[«y'>* uralih irfildil isn m 
i<»(*.ur(* (’(Jumlal idiiH* Vc»ar alh'r wai, ur urvrf a 

(.rauK^'i* hy t-hn I’rtd, hut. 1 hc*arti th*' fal^ , ,ijnl 4I l.mt it 
with a now taMU'htsitJit ; ’‘ami m»u, think !iaf*n*'r 
Ihuj.so of ill* my jpnul frinint Nippy \n l.unllrrs'i. “ Ifi* had n%^Ui 
lis own laud atnl quittiMl tin' l*nnh 
Mr, Murrili'.M mmition of thn " happy ytmui: lamil\ « hifsirr«'d 
omul hint*' at. Mr. haitnavv’n AaVn, rmnitnlH mo that I onuhl t*« 
ay a low wordn on Siaitt V mriluHl of frtnsUnyt his rlnhlmi 111 
lu'ir tmrly dayu. I In hail now two Inivfi lunl two ami 

10 hud mon*, Ih' wna ind mir nf fln«n win* lakn miirli 

.tdiiflil iti a mc*n' infant ; hut no futlinr ovnr dovoiod iin*ro Hum 
nd (.(Midor curt* to hin olTf-iprin^ than h«’ did to narh of m 
h(‘y rnanlmd thi‘ a^u whrn (!m) muhl Imton |o him, and tindor 
taiid hi.s talk. Lik** tlirir playinatm, t 'amp and tim Ki*’ylnmmU, 
Imy luul at* till tiinnu Irno ariu'.'iH to Iuh ?Umlv h*^ rts»n 

itlornd tlmir prattlo an any iliuturham o ; ?hr> \\r%%i iindramo 
K jdnmmil Undv fiumy ; hr wau idway.i rrady to au'^wn Ihrn 
uoHtionH; ami whrn tlmy, nurtiimmoufj how h«^ rn^aft^’d, 
ntaraU'd him to lay down hia pm uml toll flmin a ?Uori, In* 
amid tako tlmm on Ida knms rrprnl a halhid i*r a trgrmi.' 
mm, and aid. thorn <lown again to thmr marhh^rs or fissir-piio'^, 
ml ra.sumt^ hin labour, aa if rrfrr.M}i«^d by llm inlrrmpiirm 
'rom a vnry t‘arly agi' hr nmdr tlirm diiu’' iit lablr, am! ** la ml 
p to HUjipor '* wm tlm grmt rrwnrd whrn thry InnI Iwn ” %‘rry 
:)od hairnH.** In Hliort, InM’oUHidrrrd tl im Ihr lii||hr?*l duly m 
rll an tlu' HWrnU'Ht plraHuro id a parmi to Iw^ liir rmnpanioti 
f luH rhildrm; ho partook idl tinnr hitlr jo\jtai4*l aorfow#, 
id mado hin kind uuroruuil iimlnirtionri to bhanl t*i« «uiAily mimI 
lay fully with tlm mrrmt of tlmir own wivingn «iu| 
lat m) far from regarding him with any iltnUml airr, ii mm 
iwor thought tliat any aport or divrrimm roiihl g** im ju ihp 
gilt way, unluHH wuto of tlm partyi or ilmi ifm 
ly (unild bo dull, ho hr wnrn at liomr, 

Of tlm irrogularity of h'm own rdurainm hr with 

igrot, in tlu^ mitohiographiral fragmmt wriilm lln?^ wm al 
HlmHtirl ; yot hin prartim dm'H_not hH»k m if llial fr-iding hii4 
luu Hiitingly rooU'd lu Iuh mimlj^ — fiir hr nrvrr ilnl 


iOlrnrlutm Hophia., liorn In Him; Walirr, imi 

mm, Fihruury IHOtl; Chark^^, Otmtmdmr im^. 
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\\n\v]i (‘oiionrn ulnnit. n‘Knilatiui?: syntt^auilifuily what in usually 
calhul vdurtifiiut in Mm rasn of his {‘hihlnnu ll nn thn 

aoutvary, iiH if In* aUai-luai littln iuiiutrt;mcM» f<j uuytlitii|«: olna, 
HO iHMunihl pororivo that llm yoini|»t onritwity wuh t^xoilod - tlu» 
iiil.nIl(H*U by what4‘Vin* npringH of inMn-o.st, sot in motion, 
tlutoHltMl uud ilonpistnl tho whulo gonoratii»n nt motlovn ohib 
(Iron’s !Ku)kH» in whioii tlu‘ uttompi is nnnlo to ooiivoy aocuriitn 
notioim ormnoniilio minatia*: tb'liKbtitiK ooniially, tai thooMior 
luuub in t.h{>s(' of Mu* prtsanUuK wln(’!n mblrosHui}^^ thorn-- 
Hi'lvos ohiolly to ilu‘ iiuu^inatum, obtain thnui^li it, an Ut* lu'- 
li(^vo(h tlu^ iH'st oluinot* of stirriuK^ oiir i^nivtn* fainiltioH also, 
Ilt^ ox(a’ois»sl tlu‘ inomory by m'lootiiiK for tusks of rcH-itaiioii 
])assaK(‘S (»r popular vi*rHo tbo most Ukolv to oatoh thc’ fanoy of 
ohiblrou ; ami |i;ruilually fumiliuristul tliom with tho anounit 
hi, story of tluar (»wn country, by arrosliuK^ utltuilioin in (ht» 
ooursu of his (ovu oral narnitiotis, im inoiclonts uml (‘linnmU'rH 
of a similar ch^Horiptitm. Nbu' ditl bo noi^iloot to \iso iho siuuo 
moans of (luicJkmungcuricmity asio tluHnamtst^f sarrod history. 
On Hunclay lio imvt^r rodo— at loast not until his icrowjUK iu« 
lirmity mado his pony almost iHHU’Hsary to him — for it was 
lu8 jirinciplo that all animals have* a full ri^lit to tlioir 

Sabbath of rust; but aftnr ho had rnml tin* pruyors and h^ssouH 
of tlm day, ho uHually walkcnl with his wholes family, dogs in- 
cluded, to some favourite spot at a ronsidomblo distanro finmi 
the lious(^™nioHt fnH]tuuitly tlu^ ruitUHl tower of Klihauk —ami 
tlicro dintul with tluuu iti the open air on a hasket of cold pro- 
visions, mixing his wim^ with the water of the hrcHik hc^sido 
■whicdi they all were groupcnl arenmd him on the turf ; and here, 
or at lionus if Mu^ weather kt»i»t tluuu freun their ramhle, his 
Sunday talk was just smdi a series of hildieal h‘Hsons as that 
whicli we have pres(*rved for the permanent use of rising gtm- 
arations, in his I’ales of a (Iramlfather on the tmrly hisUiry of 
Sootlaiicl I wish he had (uunmitted that other series to writing 
too;— how different that would have been from our thousand 
compilationB of dead epitome and itnUeeile cant! Ut» Imd his 
Ihble, tliB Old Testament eH[>eeially, by heart; and on these 
days inwove the simplB pathos or sublime enthusiasm of 
- Bwpture, in whatever story he was telling, with the same 
pt^uresqua riclmess as in his week-dav idea the quaint Heoteh 
of Fitscottie; or soma rude romantic old rhyme from Barbour’s 
Bruca or Blind Harry’s Wallaea. 

By many external aceomplishmantB, either in girl or boy, he 
aet. little store. He delighted to hear his daughters «ing an 
old ditty, or one of his own framing; but^ so the singer ap- 



!JFK. 
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1.0 f(H'l Mm Hpiril *»r hor Imllml, h«' wiw not ui nil 
[ (»r t.lm tt'olnui’al okoomMuo. Hior** lliiiik*. 

yi\ on whioh Im IIximI Iiih hoarf Itarill^ Ir^ji fliiiu iho 
t. PorhiianH of tln^ hko tliion, isrxi to 1*0.^ 

■h, lu' hold lovt* of liorHomun.ihip fur llo’ innio** m! 

i(»ll. Ah Htion HH luH iddi'n! onuld n?f a ua.n 

lu' rognlar uttouduid ol hin itnainJaiii udi H , iUid i\iv\ 
rdlaincd Huni<dtnd. .MhtniitMn had ihr hk«“ 
lit' tsUl^tlll. tln'IU to Ihilik nothuo..: ft InuihoHi, .^nd 
lit'd Uunu to hin own rroklonft thdi^dd m j«rnh -04 
f)ilt'd HtantaiuH; ami limy alt imi>dM»d in f.tir.sf 
nioti for hornt^H — [IH wtdh I tony vontnro hi add. a,f» hoi 
wvivim* for the* iimro iniiHirtiini iirimh' «»f thid rs-rroan 
p;. ** VVithtiut tauu‘ng'1*,*' ho Haiti* th«*ro raiiimi |m^ Inilli, 
tlunit t-nith ihtn‘0 vnn Iw* nti otln*r virtiav** 
latl a horn}!’ td lumniin|.^-'Hoh<H»lH; mn'or {iIImwpiI lu>n girk 
i anythitiK tnit. r»f hin ow!i Iimiihc' ; and tdior^o llo’ir it**vor- 
IMinn Miih'r \vht» uhtnil lln>» ih^iio'ulaaitod 

noiu and ntn*or h'ft thorn wUilo ihov lu'rihnl m08\ 

U’ f^rt'afor rogurd !<* hoi iunti i»nMi! aod 

itral and roli|.^it>nH |irinri|doH* Muut Im iho »*f 

aiiuimnlH iu what aro mllod l'ii>>hiM|jiiil»l*’ a* 
d'ln* adinindih* ayalom <*!' odoridsMUf la 

d (‘tanhimm all ilm advaniamai of loiMp- -u^d 
Lion; Iuh ciirriin! thinr aafrinda h* Iho Hr!um 4 . 

In* family wan in Edinlmrich, juhI m Iw loi 4 ihmv 
,ud Hliart’d td’ taniria* thoov«aung ?io<«ar-iy *»f ihrif hn|'-»|n' 
Jhii Im rarnly» if i*vor, ltd"! fln^nt in town, whon h*^ 
dinacdf bo in tho rouuify ; ant! iii Afdiorilnd Ini’* 
tor or fur worms hia ohioat Imy « ihaiy lahir^ aftrr lio 
aitin. 

lottora of tluH antumii U» ntirh friotidi an llimo, Mr*rritt« 
HH Hail lies inldittoiiiil ilotidlsi of tho |»|pitsni»i 

ol AHlu*aiii'L !n turn fHojitd ho »iiy-i« h» ilifiB Jrniiifui 
II aak wliat I am doini^, I mu vorv ltk«» a roriain aiirirnl 
tHtiiihmmlmd iu tlm Etkliu who. wlmst Luk i^aid lam a 

Wiut t whiting of onllurfi hln. Ui h^4d, 

Aiul 1 * 0101411 ^ Uip rimno of hu roiiwt Iin^I 

idli^ nmn'a cnrijdoyinont rouiiirod any wr irai.il 

iU tlio dillirtdty of nooktlin iimhI in imikr ?isii-ioiry iiirmfiftii 
Haigliah gimalai bu* wo iiro omlit nal«''^i fronij i»ii 4 

M in all the aountry to aid lln? krdor/* Ik-tiii, 
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however; liad business enough at tliiR eombing 

tlie mane of Brown AtlaiUj and twisting V**'*^!, ncniglas 

and Bercy. He was doe}) in Swift; and tdu* hallant.yno press 
was groaning under a multitude of work wit.li ulmost all <*(' 
which his hand as well as his lauid luui soiiu*thiiig, inon‘ or 
less, to do. But a serious change was tci take pliic<^ in 

Ills relations with the spirited ]>iil)]islvi lunisi^ which iu*ul 
hitherto been the most etiicient sup})ort.c*i*.‘^ jd t hat prcHs; and 
his letters begin to be imuth (Hicm])ied wit disputt^H which cost 
him many anxious liours in tlio apparontkv Ji-ut-iunn ol IStKS, 

Mr. Constable had thou for his partner M v* altcrwards 

Xjaird of Blackness, to whos(^ inttnnjsu^aia* luugtiujgo, unndi more 
than to any part of Constal)l(^’s own c.oiulitot.* Sinitd, ascrilusl ( his 
iiufortunate aliiaiation ; whicJi, howev(n% hh uh most (»r niy 

frioiuBs subsequent inisadvontures, I am iiioHiuHl to trace in no 
small degree to the infliumce which a t-Uinl pomni, lutherU) 
umiamed, was about this time begimiiiiK oxoreiBU ovi‘r the 
concerns of James Ballantyiie. 

John Ballautyne, a younger brother of Hcatt’H Bchaobkdlow, 
was originally destined for the paternal triulo of a nif^rehunt — 
(that is to say, a dealer in everything from fines broadchdh to 
children's tops) — at Kelso. The fathen" HomuH to have sent 
him when very young to London, wlicrts wliatovrr else In* may 
have done in the way of professional truiniug, lu* spiuii- sonu^ 
time in the banking-house of Messrs. Ourrii*. i )n nqurning ii» 
Kelso, however, the departnieat^^ whiidi inun^ junniliurly dt'- 
volved upon him was the tailoring unod His prrHonal habiiH 
had not been improved by his brief so jot irn in thi^ (treat (‘ity, 
and the business, in conseqmmco (by lim i»vvu Htutrunont) cd* tht^ 
irregularity of his life, gradually mediae I (o nothing in bin 
liands. Early iu 1805, his goods were ho-IiI ulL untl handy Htih 
liced to pay his debts. The worthy oki t*oupk» ftmnd ndiigc 
with their ever affectionate eldest son, wh«> j»rovidt‘d his tutlicr 
with some little occuiKition (real or noittt tutl ) alnnit tht» [irud- 
ing office; and thus John himself again truitltMl his imtivi* 
place, under circumstances whicJi, as I Hhnfl bIhov in tlm ,mc« 
cpuel, had left a deep and painful trimo cvtni uiKni that volatile 
mind. He had, however, some taste, ami hr iit hmat fiuudiMi 
himself to have some talent for litoraturo ; ^ luul the of his 

iThe first time that William Laidlaw saw liiiUnntyttc. tic imd 

come to Selkirk to measure the troopers of tUii Vtnauuury k’avalry, nf 
whom Laidlaw was one, for new 

2 John Ballantyno, upon the marvellous t*f IVmerhy^ wn»td 

and publishad a wretched novel, called The 



JOHN nMt.ANTYNK. 
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, wh(i also liatl uu*t witli m* in hin nriginai pra 

vva.s iu'lurp liiui. \[v had ar«[tunMi in laniduii grniit 
d. <l('xU'rit v in htaik krr|inig aiul uiTumitH. Il«» wiw 
1 by thif5 tnuf; and il nugid naturullv \n* liMpnd, that 
i(» Hnvt'i'p id‘ IIm' In* nuuh! mnv apply and 

in ufty dtiiy ihui nuKld bn uiliJrdnd (<» hmi. 
in tlu^ ranongafn wax ii gmuintt ‘»nn, anil dumna Hal 
'h ntnut'whai induhnit habda wnrn atnsniy ja*vrrnl\ tnnd 
niuiugnmmd. d'hn rnmpuny nilVird *Inhn u Malaiv “1 
yiMU* an <'h‘rk; and thn dnnf dnti* mnYh^int \%;ih tin* 
n ilii^ prnpnHuh 

an a {[ui(^k, H(‘l i vr% iid rnpid littb* fidhiw; lUid inrimdtd VHn 
tdy and aniUHing, wi rnll nf fan un<l iimrrifiinnt lairh a 
Idy ligldduMUdiul dndh ulU»v«n* ipntititnnHH and huinnr- 
ninry; unt( mnrnnvtnx ntndi a knnn aint t^kilfnl tli’Vniw 
luuinr <d' rn'hbH|Hn’tH, iVum Tux lundiitg to badgnr lniiitng 
n, I hat it. wan an vvnndnr bn ahnuhl luivn tisadn a favnar 
pr<‘HMinij nn Sruit* vvlnni hn u|i|HNU‘i*d in l%dsfd*urgli in 
iihitn idighb and nllVrnd ti» daimvi in kt’rp 

i(di (In* latfni* uaviT undi'r dmHh iir cnidd hnnK iiun?i.rlf 
;il to with rogniarity. ddio runftind hrlurtm I to* two 
\ wan ind. tin* It’ant nf thn amtinmnnit ; ludrrd lhal i 

0 unuiHi' lain to tin^ hiHt. d1»o iddor of tlirno ni painlod 
ft' in an oarly loilor of 1*i’V«lon‘H» whirh, nn iho 

it% thtnigh not (1 fanny) wit hunt winring, pornullod 
print I “ Midldnka 1 aon yon wiili yonr ronP^nndod 
mnl, bnll»nook, and ttppor bp tniiiod up f«s \m%r tmmu 
10 (»f yc.mr oyohruwti in c*iH«kinl jH'ai^nnboularfv, and iJio 
nnuH prolty wall tlio biwo of a riglii’iinglvHi irnyi^lo, 
ynnr groat Khiiiiing oyot^, mnl rrying liui f 

riw a nliort, Htimb wadl niiwlo nmii, and wuiild Inivii Ist'^ini 
od a haiidmuno onis but for tln^Mo groti’iiqno frsmiii, 
nd twintingH of hin foatnr*’fi, md. oil by a rortaia niwk 
of walk and g««fitnro» whirh ho Imd iM^’liapfs oonlnwdod 

1 imual ootiipaniouH, tlio inii|M^rorii and tyrant i*f ili« 
ilia voioo in talk waa gravo luid r4i»noronii, and lio Binig 
nvirioally woll), in a lino rirli lamiM. d«4in‘fi iooo ut mug- 
a nhurp irohlo— in omivoraatton aomolhing Udwroii a 
tl a Hipiouk, Clf hin Mtylo of morydolbag ii ioilllnoni 
\hl the* lato IdtarloH MathowaK *'ol«l Hi'utvh lady '* wim 
iporfoot oopy tif tlnutriginiih wliioh ttio grtnit i'Mnn^diiwi 
rd in iny proaouoo from hm lipud !lo wm fdmrkir Ilian 

rwlor will (Ind an amn^hiif at Jotirmy Its ll» M^ma4m 

by lik widow, vo|. it p, ;m;?. 
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flainea, but lean as a aaarecvow, and iu' vuilun’ hn|>|MMl tluui 
walkad ; his features; U)(), were* ujiiurally ^^nnd. and hr ( wistnd 
them about quite as mmdi, but in a vin*y ilUirrrul lasluou. 
The (dder brother was a g-oiirnuiinl - Hir ytuin^'or liked hi.s 
bottle and his bowl, as well as, Hki- elnlumy AniistrouK* -jt 
hawk, a hound, and a fair woman.’" St'olt. used to rail Mu' oin» 
Aldiborontiidiosea])lu)rnic) — tlH‘ ollmr i:i-*bniihmnidn.s. 1 law 
both entertained him ; ibi\y both lovrtl ami lyvrreil him; and I 
btdieve would hav(^ hIhmI tli(‘ir heart s blood in his srrviee; imj. 
Janies had serious di‘li(d(‘iuni‘s as a man oj bn.sinrs.s, and John 
was not likidy to supjdy thmu. A nM»re rf'{*l\!(*s,s, (lioiiifhth’SH, 
improvident advmit.urm’ m*ver ru.simd into t he smous ri'sponsh 
bilities of commere.e. ; but Ids (deveriu'.ss, his yivaidty, his unal" 
footed zeal, Ids yivy lanoy always stadni^ tlie liijit aiile ol^ evorv- 
tldiif^, his impertubabh^ j 4 'ood“Iiiuuoui% and buoyant elu.Hthdty u| 
spirits, made and kept him smdi a ravourite, that. I heliovt* 
would have as soon ordered his d<JK bt^ hauled, as hurboun»d» 
in his darkest hour of perplexity, the least thought td disiauab 
ing jocund Jolinny.^^ 

The great bookseller of ICdiidmrgh wan a nutu of ealibri' infl^ 
nitely beyond the Ballantynt‘H. Though with a strong thmh of 
the sanguine (without which, indi‘(‘d, ihvn* van be no great pni- 
jector in any walk of life), Andiibuhl (kaiHiable was luie of the 
most sagacious peraous that ever followed his profesHiom Mr. 
Thomas Campbell writes to iSmitt, a ymir (»r two before thin 
time, — ^K,.)ur butteracious friend at tin* Ch’tms turns out a th'ep 
draw-well^^^ and another (unineut literab»r» still mon* elosely 
coimacted with Constable, had alreiuly. I believe* ehrisiened 
him ^^The Crafty.’’ Imbu'd, his fair lunl very hanilHtmu' pliyn- 
iognomy carried a bland astuttuiesH of t^xpresHuni, not to be 
mistaken by any who could rcuid the* pbdnesi td‘ iuiture*s hatub 
writing, lie made no pndmmionr. to literature timugh he 
was in fact a tolerable judge of it gtaierally, and particularly 
well skilled in the department of Heotch a!itii|uitiei{. dm- 
trusted himself, however, in such matterfi, ladug eeumeiouH that 
his early education had bean very imperfect; and moretiver, he 
wisely considered tlie businesH of a critic m <|uite a« timcdi out 
of his proper line” as authorship itself. Hut of that pro|H»r 
line,” and Ida own qualilieatinuB for it, Ida eHtiiimiiou wnts am^ 
pie; and — often as 1 may have Biailed at the lofty serenity of 
his self-complacence — I confess I now <luiilit whether \w mUnl 
himself too highly as a master in tlie true science of tlm IsH^k- 
seller. He had, indeed, in his nienrantile clmriMder one t!eep 
and fatal flaw — for he hated aocounte, md By^teiiiiitiiuilly 
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rofuRod, dtiriuK vif44»rou.H \fam uf Inn hft% i«t I'^aiuun^ 

or Hign a l»ahuaM‘“HhtH'{ ; hut lur ru.nliiift a k*'*’!! rvi* Mvm iln^ 
nMiioti'Hi itiditMilinUH uf pnjinkir ta.iU* {«*r uiill m ihv- 

(duuu^oH of Hurrt'HH niul fjulun' iu anv i-t*'*'** wuirfi i»t advmii 
ila* pliumiuK^ uud uivrntn«a til Iuh ralfiaw: lir 

not, iu luH <uvu <lu^V al k*aMl, juirjiaHra^if ; ;unf ,nnt*s»^* all 
luyi'iuil (d lUuUu'liikiUKH, I qut*Mli«ni il any »*ut’ lhai muk 

inaitul with luiuHjdk nud rnuliinH’d f<i |tf^ »aj|.»*u!ii»-ij7rd la kri 
own caiH^ (‘vur ditl rail Il<^ W5i?s m Utdd ku d iUtd 
luH diH]H)sitinu vvuH hh lihrnil aa Iuh vunvn wviv wulv iLi4 
and Ht'ui.tf fnau tin* buKitniini^ triiHlrd uk lljiuuui’ldy an iIh i 
uiuk^rHtnnd cnudi ntdau^ had llMua ht^t*n nn Ihtnl iMilirfi t«» idt'i* 
in, ilaltoriiiK an tiVtn*vvtHniiui^ vauit y i«n liit’ i»ih* luuul sntu |«is' 
Hiimption, anil nu Uin utlu'r uido ^^jmrnn^ llu^ rjitrrpnm^ tiaii 
wantnd nnUuuK hnl. a l>ridtn, I havi* u*i diHiht ilunr ram^r 
miKht hav<' bonn tmu uf tinluttkun |tni? 4 trntv. Ikn ihr llalhin 
tiyn(‘H warn jcalutiH uf lh«* fuijirrinr mind. !M'HrmK% anti aniliurifv 
of (’(niHiahlu ; and thnunh ht^ tun had a hkitiK i*<r ilirtu |n»lh 
]Hn\sunaIly ■ I'.NlrmucMl dainrHV lilm'arv kn i, and wa-M far 
nuu'li tjf a huiuuuriat imt tt» In* vrty knid »d tin* ki«^!h 

nr*H cnmijany — lin cmulii m*v«‘r away with il«r irrhuK fhal fhry 
ilitnrvmind unuornHaartly. and hdl lum kn? ihr ?di.ah.tt, 
luumM:hit(J havn luul tlm auhatantiHl inniki tdnur.of 
On liin pari, iiKain, Im wmi Iih» pruuil a man Ut gur 
fulunnn vvlunn* that waa willdndd fruui hiimadf. 

lint ill tnu'ini^ tlm prugmaH uf tlm uddimMi^ vvlnrli lltui y«Hir 
jnlvamHul InatuHnphdn nuiLnns li muHi \m n^pwiallv k «74 in 
mind that ihn MdirdinrKh finvinw luid Imh’U itn’ gri’iii piiin^ry 
Hourtm of Uin vvualth luul iidhumrn uf Um litni^n* *4 rMii^tiskln, 
7'hn tlmu nompamtivuly lidludnunvii huiik?iid|pr at tamdm, 
wild wan dcmtiuiul in bn ulHmutidy ilHimmt furmuliibln rHiil m 
iiuira than nno dnparinmnt, turn Inid inn. that whmi hu rnisl ih# 
arlinln nn Marmiun* and unufln’r un gnunml |w4Hinii m ijip 
Hainn Niiudinr, lit' naid In hinimdf • *’ Wiiltnr Hruli hi&^ fnidiunn 
hnth aH a gt'liilniimti and a d’nry* whirh llm^n tnuiil 

liavo wimndnd ; ■ Ihn nlliaunn Uu wnnii him and tim wlm|p 
:dinun uf thn Unviinv. itn prnnnnlur mnhidnk m idiidirn ; amb 
m far at liMini an (hn pnldmal purl id' tlm ailair -rusirmimb 
folm Murra^V a HaKamiy nut at faiilt, Wp havp •j.rn, mih 
i^hat thankful alanrily hn annnptnd a ^niidl ^harn in IUp adtriii-. 
arfl of Marniiiin - uml with wJiut lirilliaiit {noTt.sa iiiat wm 
H owticdj luir in it wtiiulorful tliut u yiiu!i|,j t^nis- 

K'ioua of aittiilo ciit'i'ghtH, Blimiltt now* havi' wsiirljciJ w tlh 
K^MH tlid cin'ujimtttiitn'H whioli 111.1 titiUk<’iy to j.lar.- 
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within his own reach a more intimate connexion with tlie first 
great living author in whose works he had ever had any direct 
interest. He forthwith took measures for improving and ex- 
tending his relations with James Ballantyne^ throngh whom, 
as he guessed, Scott could best be approached. hCis tenders of 
employment for the Canongate press were siieh tliat the appar- 
ent head of the firm proposed a conference at ferrybridge in 
Yorkshire; and there Murray, after detailing some of his own 
literary plans — particularly that already allncfed to, of a 
Novelists Library — in his turn sounded Ballantyne so far as 
to resolve on pursuing his journey into Scotland. l^allaiityiio 
had said enough to satisfy him that the project of setting^ up 
a new publishing house in Edinburgh, in Oi)positioii to Con- 
stable, was already all but matured ; and he, on tlio instant, 
proposed himself for its active co-operator in the metropolis. 
The printer proceeded to open his budget farther, mentioning, 
among other things, that the author of Marmion had ^^botli 
another Scotch poem and a Scotch novel on the stocks ; and 
had moreover chalked out the design of an Edinburg'h Annual 
Register, to be conducted in opposition to the politics and criti- 
cism of Constable's Review. These tidings might have been 
enough to make Murray proceed farther northwards ; hut there 
was a scheme of his own which had for some time deex:)ly oc- 
cupied his mind, and the last article of this communication 
determined him to embrace the opportunity of op)emng it in 
person at Ashestiek He arrived there about the middle of 
October. The 26th Humber of the Edinburgh Review, con- 
baining Mr. Broiigham^s article entitled “ Don Cevallos on the 
usurpation of Spain, had just been published ; and one of the 
first things Scott mentioned in conversation was, that lie had 
30 highly resented the tone of that essay, as to give orders 
that his name might be discontinued on the list of subscribers,’^ 
Mr. Murray could not have wished better ausx->h*.es for the 
matter he had come to open; it was no other than the projc^ct 
3f a London Review on the scale of the Edinburgh ; and, for 
weeks ensuing, Scott’s letters to Ellis, Morritt, and other liber- 
i,ry Tories, attest with what eager zeal he had embraced the 
lew scheme. 

1 When the 26th Number appeared, Mr. Scott wrote to Constable in 
ibese terms The Edinburgh Review become sucli as to render 
t impossible for me to continue a contributor to it. — Now, it is such as 
[ can no longer continue to receive or read it.” The list of the tben 
jubscribers exhibits, in an indignant dash of Constable’s pon opposite 
Mr. Scott’s name, the word “ Stopt ! I 1 ” — ie. Caddl. 


gorbesponbenge. 


185 


;t is impossible to include more than a fragment of this 
lious and curious correspondence in the present narrative ; 
; the first letter to Ellis (E'ov. 2) seems to contain, an a few 
tences; a sufficiently intelligible suininary of his anain views, 
says: — ^^The present Ministry are not all that 1 coiud 
h them — for (Canning excepted) I doubt there is aiuong 
m too much self-seeking y as it was called in Croinweirs tinio ; 
L what is their misfortune, if not their fault, there is not 
ong them one in the decided situation of paramount author- 
both with respect to the others and to the Crown, which is, 
link, necessary, at least in difficult times, to produce pronijit- 
ie, regularity, and efficiency in measures of^ importance, 
b their political principles are sound English principles, and, 
ipared to the greedy and inefficient horde which ^ preceded 
m, they are angels of light and of purity. It is obvious, how- 
r, that they want defenders both in and out doors. Pittas 

‘ Love and fear glued many friends to lain ; 

And now he’s fallen, those tough coinmixtui’eH inolL’ ^ 

ire this only to affect a change of hands, I shouhl expect it 
h more indifference ; but I fear a change of principles is 
igned. The Edinburgh Eeview tells you coolly, ^ We fore- 
a speedy revolution in this country, as well as Mr. Cobbett j ^ 
L, to say the truth, by degrading the person of the Sovereign 
jxalting the power of the Erench armies, and the wisdom of 
ir counsels — holding forth that peace (which they allow 
only be purchased by the humiliating prostration of our 
LOur) is indispensable to the very existence of this country 
[ think, that for these two years past, they have done their 
lost to hasten the accomplishment of their own prophecy, 
this work 9000 copies are printed quarterly, and no genteel 
lily can pretend to be without it, because, independent of its 
Ltics, it gives the only valuable literary criticism, which can 
met with. Consider, of the numbers who read this work, 
V many are likely to separate the literature from the iioli- 
I — how many youths are there upou whose minds the flashy 
L bold character of the work is likely to make an indelible 
iression. ETow, I think there is balm in Gilead for all this ; 

L that the cure lies in instituting such a Review in London 
should be conducted totally independent of bookselling 
uence, on a plan as liberal as that of the Edixiburgh, its 
ratuxe as well supported, and its principles English and 

^ See 3<? K, JSmry IV. Act II. Scene 6, 
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jonstitutional. Accordiiiglyt I hav(' Ihhmi ^{ivvn \iiul<*rHlurul 
:liat Mr. Williaiu (JilTord in willing t(» lun^onu' ihv omuliu'tnr t»r 
inch a work, and 1 have wriUi-u tu luiii a v«‘ry vcduininimH 
etter 0.11 the Hubjeck !Now, should this plan .sucoimhI, you must 
lang your birding-pioc^o on its lusdis, iako tlmv u y <im* t»ld Au(b 
raoobiu armour, and 'rtvnmnibor ymu* swusbiuK' blow.’ In 
mint of learning, you Kiiglishmcu havo ton fimos our scholar- 
hip; and as for talent and gcuiiuH, ‘ An* not A liana uiul Pluir- 
)ar, rivers of Baniastuus, better than any of the rivers in 
Israel Have wo not yoiirsi*lf and your <'ousiu, the Ktises, 
daltlms, Matthias, (liiTord, lleber^ aiul his biailUer? (’an I 
Lot procure you a S(*or(^ of bliu‘-i^apH, u Ini wouhl rather wrili^ 
or us than for the Edinburgh Ki*vit'\v if they got us mueh pay 
ly it ? ^ A good plot, good fri(‘nds, and I'uil of i’.Kpin‘tatiim an 
xcellent plot, very good friimds E ^ 

The excellent plot had too many g(H»d fritmds to he long a 
eoret; nor could the rumours of Heott’.*^ share in it and other 
.ew schemes tend to soother the irritaiitui iH*tw<*en him ami the 
LOiise of Constable. Honudhing (H*cnrrc*tl bt’fore tln^ end of 
808 which induced Scott to suspiH't that anumg titht*r sotireea 
f uneasiness had boon a r(‘])cntant grudg** as to their hurguin 
bout Swift; and on the 2d of January !K(Kh I tuid liim re- 
nesting, that if, on ndh^xion, tlu^y thought they hatl hastily 
onunitted themselvcH, the diunl might be I'anetnlinl To IhiB 
lie firm did not assent: their cxpre.siHe.H regrot that Set»u. 
houldhavo attached iiuportam^e Lo ‘Min unguarded expreKmoiT^ 
f the junior partmu*, “our Mr. Hunter,'* and the Impe that 
the old footing may Im restorml hereafter, when the miHri»pre'^ 
3ntations of iutiu’imtcd personH may eea.se to be renieinbert*d/* 
cott replies coldly, riupujsting that a tior trait for whieh he luul 
it to Eaebimi may ho consiih‘red an linne for hinmelf, chargetl 
) his account, and sout to him. Mr, (’oimtahle declined, in 
ery handsome terms, to give up the jucd.ure. Hut for the pres^ 
at the breach was complete. Among other negotiiiUomi which 
cott had patroniged twelves montlm hefore, wan one iHmcerning 
le publication of Miss Saward’a Poonm. On th«^ lllth of March, 
e writes as follows to that lady : “ (knmtiihU^ like miiny 

bher folks who learn to undervalue tlu^ meann by whicdi they 
ave risen, has behaved, or rather Hufferetl hb partner bs Im- 
ave, very uncivilly towards me, But they may Imtli live to 
now that they should .not have kicked down the liwhler til! 
ley were sure of their footing. The very laat time I umike to 
ina on business was about your poems, I umiersto^ lum to 

1 Hotspur — Isi IC Henry IK Aot 11. Bonnu S. 
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decline your terms; but I had neither influence to cliango hm 
opinion^ nor inclination to interfere with his resolutioiu lie is 
a very enterprising, and, I believe, a thoroughly .honest niaU; 
but his vanity in some cases overp)Owers his discretion. ^ 

“ Our Mr, Hunter ” was, I am told by friends of mine who 
knew him well, a man of considerable intelligence and accoiu*' 
plishments, to whose personal connexions the house of CouHta** 
ble owed a great accession of business and influence. wuh,^ 

however, a very keen politician — in Scott’s phrase, sort; of 
Whig gone mad; ” —-regarded Scott’s Toryisin with a lixed bit- 
terness; and, moreover, could never conceal his iinprcssioii that 
Scott ought to have embarked in no other literary undertakings 
whatever until he had completed his edition of Swift. It is 
not wonderful that, not having been bred regularly to the book- 
selling business, he should have soinewliat .misa|)])rohcn(l(ul the 
obligation which Scott had incurred when the bargain i’or that 
work was made; and his feeling of his own station and (‘onsc- 
quence was no doubt such as to give his stylo of (jonvnu’.sation, 
on doubtful questions of business, a tone for whic.h Sc.ott; had 
not been prex:)ared by liis previous iiitercourso with Mr. (hmsta- 
ble. The defection of the poet was, howoveu’, at ouc.e n*grotti'(l 
and resented by both these partners ; and Constable, l a 
often vented his wrath in figures as lofty as Scott’s own. 
he would say, stamping on the ground with a savage 
Ay, there is such a thing as rearing the oak until it can sup- 
port itself.” 

The project of the Quarterly Review was not the only deola- 
ration of hostilities. The scheme of starting a new booksailing 
house in Edinburgh, begun in the short-sighted heat of pique, 
had now been matured; — I cannot add, either with composed 
observation or rational forecast — for it was ultimately settled 
that the ostensible^ and chief managing partner should be a 
person without capital, and neither by training nor by temper 
in the smallest degree qualified fox such a situation; more es- 
pecially where the field was to be taken against long experience, 
consummate skill, and resources which, if not so large as all the 
world supposed them, were still in comparison vast, and admi- 
mbly organised. The rash resolution was, however, carried 
into effect, and a deed, deposited for secrecy’s sake in the hands 
of Scott, laid the foundation of the firm of “ John Ihillantyne 
&; Co., booksellers, Edinburgh.” Scott appears to have sup- 
plied all the capital, at any rate his own oue-hedf shax'e, and 
one-fourth, the portion of James, who, not having any funds to 
spare, must have become indebted to some one for it. Ib does 
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not appear from what source John acquired his, the remaining 
fourth; but Bigdumfunniclos was thus installed in Hanovei* 
Street as the avowed rival of ^^The Crafty/^ 

This was arranged in January. Under the same month I 
must mention an event often alluded to in its correspondence : 
— the death of Camp, the first of several dogs whose names 
will he freshly remembered as long as their master’s works 
are popular. This favourite preserved his affection and sagac- 
ity to the last. At Ashestiel, as the servant was laying the 
cloth for dinner, he would say, Camp, my good fellow, the 
Sheriffs coming home by the ford — or by the hill;” and 
the sick animal would immediately bestir himself to welcome 
his master, going out at the back door or the front door accord- 
ing to the direction given, and advancing as far as he was able, 
either towards the Tweed, or the Glenkinnon burn. He was 
buried on a fine moon-light night, in the little garden behind 
the house in Castle Street, immediately opposite to the window 
at which Scott usually sat writing. My wife told me that she 
remembered the whole family standing in tears about the grave, 
as her father himself smoothed down the turf above Camp witli 
the saddest expression of face she had ever seen in him. He 
had been engaged to dine abroad that day, but apologised on 
account of the death of a dear old friend ; ” and Mr. Macdon- 
ald Buchanan was not at all surprised that he should liave 
done so, when it came out next morning that Camp was no 
more. 



CHAPTEE VI 


idon— Theatrical Anecdotes — Byron’s Satire — The Lady of the 
[,ake — Excursion to the Hebrides — Vision of Don Roderick — 
3yron — Dary — Crabbe — Purchase of Abbotsford. 1809-1812. 

[k Eebruary Mr. John Ballantyne proceeded to Loudon, 
the purpose of introducing himself to the chief publish- 
there in his new capacity, and especially of taking .Mr. 
nray’s instructions respecting the Scotch management of 
) Quarterly Eeview. As soon as the spring vacation began, 
*. and Mrs. Scott followed him by sea. They stayed two 
iiths, and this being the first visit to town since his fame 
i been crowned by Marmion, he was more than ever the 
ject of curiosity and attention. Mr. Morritt saw much of 
a, and I transcribe a few sentences from his Memoranda of 
j period. 

^ Scott, his friend says, ^^more correctly than any other 
n I ever knew, appreciated the value of that apparently 
husiastic engouement which the world of London shews 
the fashionable wonder of the year. The homage paid him 
ither altered his opinions, nor produced the affectation of de- 
sing it ; on the contrary, he received it, cultivated it, and 
)aid it in its own coin. ^All this is very flattering,^ he 
uld say, ^and very civil; and if people are amused with 
iring me tell a parcel of old stories, or recite a pack of 
Llads to lovely young girls and gaping matrons, they are 
jily pleased, and a man would be very ill-natured who 
uld not give pleasure so cheaply conferred.^ If he dined 
th us and found any new faces, ^ Well, do you want me to play 
n to-day ? ^ was his usual question — will roar if you like 
:o your hearths content.^ He would, indeed, in such cases put 
•th all his inimitable powers of entertainment — and day after 
Y surprise me by their unexpected extent and variety. Then, 
the party dwindled, and we were left alone, he laughed at 
nself, quoted — ‘Yet know that I one Snug the joiner am 
no lion fierce,^ &c. — and was at once himself a^aiu. 
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^'HoofUm IiuiumiUhI i\n\ injurious (‘flVcts for litiu’utun^ and 
genius rosnli-ing from i.lu‘. (^xi’il>(*nu‘ul. aiuhillnu lor iliis 
oplituiionil rrputdh'oii du Ml, nuiv 1»‘ a, ploasajil. galo 

to sail with,’ lu^ said, M)ut it n(‘V(»r yet led to a |»or(, Dial 1 
sliould like to amdiur in ; ^ nor did lu* willingly eiulure, ei( h(*r 
in London or in ICdinburgli, tlie little (‘xelusive eireles of 
literary society, nuich less their oeeasitmal lastidioiisness and 
])etty partial itiens. Oiu*. story wlujdi I ln-aa-fl oT him rnjin hr. 
Howloy, now Andiliislu^p of (’aiderluiry (for 1 was not ]»res- 
out), was very e.lianud.eris{.i(% d'ln^ Loetor was om* <d‘ a grand 
congn^gation of lions, whiuH'. Set>tt and ('(dtu-itlge, rum inidfi.H 
(xUisy att(uulo.(l a.t Sotludiy’s, Poets iiml poiOry wiu'e the triples 
or tlu^ tables anil iJien^ was pienlirul reeilation of elTiisions 
as yet unpublisluid, wlihdi of eou^s{^ obtained almndunt applauses 
Coleridge rt‘p(‘ated more tliau oms whieh, as Dr. 11. thought., 
wore eulogistul by some of {In‘ e.ompany vvitli something like 
affectation, and a desiri^ to humbler Seott by raisi ug a poet of 
inferior rci)utation on his HhnnlderH. Seol.l, ln»wev(ns joined 
in the conipliiueiits as cordially u.h atiybod^Vh until, in his turn, 
he was invited to display Borneo of Ids oecaHiomil piietry. Hetdt 
said he had nothing of hia own wcirth their iu-aritig, hut Ins wtiuhl 
repeat a little e()])y of verst's whieh In* had slundly hid'ore seen 
in a provineiul newspaper, and whieli seemed to him almost 
as good as any tiling they had heum listening to. He n»peui(sl 
^Fire, Kamino, and Hlaughterd Tin*. aji]i!au.st‘s that ensuml 
were faitit — tluui eiime slight eritieisms, from which Hcuitt 
defendtul the nuknowu author. At lust a mon* hitter tint ag- 
onist opened, and fasimung upon one line, cried, ^'rhis at lea.st 

is ahHoliito nonHeiiBC.* 8coit deni(*d the ehurge the* Zoilns 

perHiatt'd — until (loUwidge, out of all patimiets exelaiimsl, * For 
Uod’H sake let Mr. Seott alom^ — M wmte the ptauu.’ 

u]le often eomjdaimHl of the duliiess of partitas wlnua^ eaeh 
guest arrived under Urn implied obligalitm of exhihiting soim* 
extraordimiry ]K)wers of talk or wit ' HV he said,* f luieounter 
men of the world, men of Inmim'SH, odti or striking iduiracters 
of profeBwional exeellence in any department 1 am in my ehv 
ment, for they cannot lionist^ me without my rtdurning tlm 
oomnliment and learniuK something from them.’ Ho was 
mucli with Oeorga Ellis, Canning, ami Crokew, mid tlelighted 
in them — as indeed who did notV»«--hut he loved to study 
eminence of every elasB ami sort, and his rising fame gave him 
easy aocasB to gratify all his curumity." 

The meetings with (kuming, Croker, and Ellis, (o whicdi 
Morritt alludes, wore, as may Ik3 HUfiptmml, chietly wcupied 
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tlin alTairH of (ho Qunrtorlv Koviovv. 'Phi' fimi tiuiuUia* 
irtul whih^ Scotl. wa.M in I/nnilnn: uiitl rtaitninmi fiuso 
Oa fl’Dlll iuH poll. 

Ilia way ]KU‘k I.o Smllainl, In* Hpnil ‘ainn* ihiya innm wifh 
it,t, al. Iti»koliy Ikirk, nn t lm nnitht-rn liniunUrv uF V«»rh 
; ami In^ wan ho dolightiMl hy llmafrinny n(' tin* rsvm* i 
jn'I-a, wliioii havt* (.h<*ir nniillimnt’o utdun flu* tlrfiinrnr<% 

10 inl.on^HtiHl witli hin liont’a trjuhtmnarv ani’niMiri t»i 
!avalicu*H oT Um Utikoby liiu'agn, that ho iTMthni mu 
if.iinjjf a [loom wif.h 1.1 u‘ho fair huulm‘aiHOi, Hiit h-nl 
ly, I proHinnts hogiia Ihi' Lady of tlm hjiUi*^ for, on lu-^ 

11 all ICdinbur^h, ho undorl,ook that ii^ihmihl ho iinndmd hy 
id of ihi^ year. In duly In* rt'viaiUHl utt flit' hralitio^n 

,0 him in (.ho dayn of bin jnvmdlo minhluiiJ!:, wJitrh ho Juid 
n for Ui(i Hcom* of Ids 1‘ahlo. Kt^ Kavt* jt wook to {‘mithuii 
and aH(Hn’l.aim’d, in hia own poratm, that a liorao 

niKlit K^illop from hoidi \h'iiuuidiar («> Stirling within tho 
allott(‘d t.o KiU^'flanm.^. lit* thmn umlor tin* Knuhutta* of 
^acdtmald Himlianun, t'xplortnl Ltudi la>m»»inh Ainn-har, 
Sloy, anti all tlumsiM*m*ry td’ u hnudrotl taadlmtu iNgi^rm 
[atdarlaiu^H, tin* (’ohjiihonnH, uml (In* <‘lan .Mpuio, At 
uiau lIouHis whirh in vrry noar Uohh rn«u\, hady 
lUi and Lady Ltmiaa »Stuiirl wmo vmdmg Ihi* iHiko of 
'OHt' ; h(^ jtdmul thorn tlna'o, and romi tt» thorn fhr Stag 
, whhdi hn liad juni iunnphdtnl nudor tho lull Mdlnmmo 
(jrniuH liH't, 

van at* Himhanan that lin {irut huw fiord }iyrosdi4 Knu 
hirda ami SooUdi Roviowimn. I iiood not ri’|irsiit lioro 
no miyn in an tmnay in IHdd, on Im in Iho fliigith 

of that fanunm natirts*^ vi*/,. — 

Ni»Kt vinw la ntatn, iinmtl priniflng mi }ib man, 

The gukluiiHa'rMliHl lumglity Miirmiuii - 

to 

For ild^ wti upuni Apollo*^ viaml wni, 

And bid ti long In Mitrtnimn, 

in amnning nnotigh to tarntrinit wdth that ** Intri^ 

11^’ tlm plain wonla of a hdtnr to Houthrv, wrtUrii in 
t iHOi). Ih^ thorn nayam--*' If I w*om tairi^ m 
rovorHionary iii{?oim% f waitihl tin not lung hni %h^t { 

Ij whitdj might Ih' amitht*r phniHo fur doing vorv hlllt*. 
alwayn au admiror of iho tnotloHl wiah of n ndiam^r in 
ncuumont and Kloitdmr^a plays ~ 
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* r would not bo a Horving man, to carry Uio cloak-bag HtiU, 

K(ir would I bo a falooiior, tlu^ greedy liawkH to illl ; 

3iut I would bo in a good liouHo, and bavt? a gootl inaHtor too, 

.For 1 would oat and drink of the boat, and no work would I <b».’ ^ 

III lilvo luciinUinn, it. in fimuy enough io hco a wludj) of a young 
Lord Hyroii abuHiug moj of \vho»(^ (drcuuiBUuuu'H lu^ kuowH 
nothing, for endeavouring to Hcratedi out a living with my 
pen. God hell) the hear, if, having little tdH(^ to eat, he nnmt 
not even snek his own paws. I can assure the uohU^ iiuj) {>!' 
fame it is not my fault that I was not horn to a ]»ark anti 
L.5000 a year, as it is not his lordship's merit, although it may 
he his great good fortune, that he was not horn to live by his 
literary tahmts or hiuhh^ss.^’ 

About this time sev(n*al travesties of SeoU’s poetry, I tlo 
not recollect by whom, wiu’e favourably noticed in some of tlu^ 
minor vewiews, and appear to have annoyed Mr. Morritt. 
Scott’s only remark on the Lay of the Scottih Fidtlle, cStc. <Sie. 
is in a very mise.ellaneouB letter to that friend : ~ Ab to those 
terrible parodies which Imve come forth, 1 can only gay with 
Benedict, j\ collvf/e of mch tvitnumgers carmot Jlout me oiU of my 
humour. Had 1 been conscious of one place abf)ut my tern pm', 
wore it oven, mBtaphorically speaking, tlui tip of ‘my lieel, 
vulnerable to this sort of aggression, I have tluit r(*.Mpect for 
mine own ease, that 1 would have shunned being a candidates 
for public applause, as 1 would avoid snuUdung a hemcy*-eom}> 
from among a hive of live bees.” Wlum, thn‘<^ yeairs luten*, all 
the world laughed over .James Hmiih’s re'ally athuinibh* I)(*ath 
of Clutterbuck, in the Kejcc.icd Addre*ss(^H, no viw laughed 
more heartily than the author of Marmioa, 

To this pcj’iod belong two stories, whicdi it would he unfair 
to suppress. It is a rare case when a large family docm not 
include a frail member, Walter He.ott's youngest hrotlun* 
Daniel was such.® After many IncklcsH advemtun^s, lu^ obtaiucul, 
through the poet’s e.onnexiou with (*eorge KIHh, a post of 
responsibility on a West Indian estate; but in a moment of 
danger, his ncrv(‘B shewed the efTects of continued diHsipation. 
He was dismisHod, and died soon afterwards at Kdinburgh, under 
his mother’s roof — but his brother would never hoc Iiim, nor 
would he attend his funeral, or wear mourning for him. Thus 
sternly, when in the height and pride of his blooil, could Hcmtt, 
whose heart was never hardened against the distrcHs of ati enemy, 

1 The. Knight of the l^urning FmtU. 

3 Beu ChaiJ, L, ante, p. 0, 
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3 oil from the disgrace of a brother. It is a more pleasing 
,rt of my duty to add, that he spoke to me, twenty years 
berwards, in terms of great and painful contrition for the 
sterity with which he had conducted himself on this occasion, 
nust add, moreover, that he took a warm interest in a natural 
ild whom Daniel had bequeathed to his mother^s care ; and 
ber the old lady^s death, religiously supplied her place as the 
y’s protector. 

The other story is connected with his ever dear brother 
lomas, in whose hands, as has been mentioned above, the 
siness that he inherited did not prosper. Walter, as Clerk 
Session, had the patronage of several ofl&ces in the Eegister 
ouse at Edinburgh, and he appointed Thomas to one of these, 
• no means so lucrative as others at his disposal, but welcome 
ider the circumstances. Thomas soon after found it con- 
nient to withdraw for a time to the Isle of Man ; and while 
was there, the Government introduced a bill, by which his 
tractorsJiip, and many other little places of the sort, were to 
abolished, the holders receiving some compensation by way 
annuity. Some keen Edinburgh partisans suggested to the 
trl of Lauderdale (then at the head of the Whig interest in 
otland) that Walter Scott had foreseen the abolition of the 
st when he bestowed it on Thomas — that Thomas was dis- 
arging its small duties by deputy — and that in his case 
mpensation would be only the successful crowning of a job. 
ott, in his letters to friends, both Whig and Tory, denies 
iignantly that either he or Thomas had anticipated the 
olition of the office, and intimates his conviction that the 
rliamentary opposition to the compensation sprang entirely 
3m the wish to hurt his own feelings. Lord Lauderdale’s 
lendment was lost in the House of Peers. Indeed no other 
ier spoke in favour of it except Lord Holland; and Scott 
3 ented that speech warmly, because his Lordship seemed to 
ve “ gone out of his way ” in meddling about a small Scotch 
itter. It happened unluckily that Lord Holland visited 
linburgh within a few weeks afterwards, and he was then 
broduced by Scott’s friend, Mr. Thomas Thomson, at a din- 
r of the Friday Club} The poet, in a letter to his brother, 
ys : We met accidentally at a public party. He made up to 
3, but I remembered his part in your affair, and c^it him with 

1 The Friday Club was instituted in June 1803 — on the model, I he- 
v^e, of Johnson’s at the Turk’s Head. Scott, Thomson, and most of 
iir intimates at the Bar were original menihers. The great majority 
re Whigs. They dined at fortune’s tavern. 
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iiH liUlc. remorse as an old 'Fwo gimileinen who W(‘n*. 

})res(mt., inform ni(‘ that they dist-inetly rermmiher a vorv painful 
siauK^, for whi<da knowing S(*oU'h liahitual good-naluro and 
urbanity, Umy had boon wholly unpropariMl, Ono of ihoin 
(Lord dclTroy) adds, ihal this was tin* only c'xampb' of rmbuu'sH 
lui ov(vr witn(^sst‘d in him in tho ooursi* id' a lifidong familiarity. 
It is oonsolatory io add, that, ho (*njoyod muoh agrooabio inlor- 
conrso in aflor days with Lonl llolland. 

1 willinglj^ turn from ihoso drogs of poIitioH to somt' oj.lnu- 
mattors, vvlnoh about this t-nm^ oroupiod a largo .hIuuh^ of his 
ihoughtK. IU‘ liad from his boyish itays a gnsit Invt* tor tlu»at- 
rir.al ro})r(‘sout.alion ; anil so soon as oiroumstanoos onabloil him 
to pvartiso oxtoiidml hospitality, tho ohiof tiotors id' Ids timi% 
wlionovt'r iluy Inipjumod to bo in Sootlund, won* utuoug tho 
most ai*oi‘piablo of Ids gnosts. Mr. (UinrloH Young was, I bo*. 
liovo, tho iirst of thorn of wdmm ho saw tumdi: a.s early us bSO,''? 
I find him writing of that gontloman to tho Marohioimss of 
Aboreoni as a valuahlo addition to the stadoty of Kdinburgh; 
and down to tho ond of Siaitt^n lifts Mr. Vming was iiovor in 
the north without visiting him. Anothor graoofu! porformor, 
of whom ho saw a grout dual in his privuto I’irolo, was MiH.s 
Smith, aftorwards Mrs. Hurtloy* Ihd at tho poriatl of whicdi 
I am now treating, his prinoipkl thoutrioal intimimy was with 
«Jolui Philip Kmnhlo, and his sislor Mrs. Siddons, Iwdh of 
whom ho ap|)oars to huvt^ ofUui mot at Lord Abonmnfs villa 
near Staninoro. Of fhdin Komldifn oharmdor anti mannorH, 
ho has rooordml Ids improsHiunH in a plmming roviowal of Mr. 
Uoadmi^H Memoir. The grmtt tragedians love of bhiek letter 
loarning affordtsl a stnmg bond of feilowHhip; mal I have 
lioard iSrott say that the only man who ever Htniueed him intt> 
very doen potations in his muidlo life wm Kemble. Ho was 
frequently at AHlmstiol, and a gmve butler, by ntmw Jaiui 
Machoth^ luatlo sore eomplaintH of Uu' bad lumrs ktqii on sueh 
oooasiorm in mm of the most regular of hmiHidudds^ but the 
waUdungs of the night were not more grievous to **CkntHin 
Machotli/’ as Kembla nailed the honest bpuuffHitr, than wore 
the hamrda and fatigues of the morning to the re|in»sfmtat ivr 
of ^^tha Hcotah nsurperd* KemblifH miseries during a rcaigl' 
pallop wore (piite as grotesque a« those of his niuueHukiS am 
xt must be owned that Hpf^Um of diatresa was one from ihi 
contemplation of whicli his host could imvar derivi^ anyUiini 
but amusement 

I have heard Scott fdiueklo with partiendar glee ovi^r tie 
raeollection of an excursion to the vide of the Ettriek, nea 
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(ill rivor tho pavl.y piirHiuni hy ahull. Ktitu 

n/' Haiti lus ** wu munt. t'Vtui lakt' Ihu waiter;'’ auti uiH’unl^ 
y ho atul liiH (lauKhlur Sitplua pIuiikumI min tho ^iroaiu, 
KiiJK»h>lui, halting t»u tlu' hank, ami .HurvnMUg tlio rivor* 
oh happcnuHl iu ho full uiul lurhitl, t*xohuinoi{, m !mi mmil 
mil muunor, 

n "Hio iliMHl Ih angry, Stn^rirf ; 

Mothinkn TU got uin up into a tri p.’* * 

itH well that tlu' dngH luul HUtTocHhnl in tlivn^rhng I hr hull, 
tlmro wan mi iron at hand wliirh futihl iia\r im^iiamril 
g dohrn iinr, had that Ixam uthorwino, rnuld nn «lnloly a 
(jiuigo have diHUunintcKl and UHt'oiidod with utadi alimrity 
lUiHiaiKHm wcjuld havn nujuinHl, Ho at hmglh Inlhiwial 
frhmdB through Urn rivor with i!m ruoftd tlignily of Ihm 
coto. 

wan lliiH inUnrtmrHt' whirh lod H»*ntt in rxrrl hiiufirlf 
luoimly alnmt IHOh, in [irnvuil tm Mr. Ilriirv Siddnn?j, ilm 
U'W ol Ktuuhio, to umlt'iiakt' Iho Iranr and nniHagri4$riji 
Im iCtliiihurgh Thoalrt'. On iIum ocrmtnui hr pnr« h.&nr«| 
aro, and hot‘anM‘ ono of tin* arling ini^irrH; ami t In line 
i, during a long norUvs of yi'am, h«^ rnnlinnnl !«» a 

livoly ount’orn in iho prtH’t'odingn t»r ihr Kdn<hiiri„:h * «»ni 
r. In tliin ht^ wan plouli fully onoonragi'd hy hm drmsnsiar 
mlla; for hin wifo had nil u Kron^hwt»^l8asd^^ hu 

{fpvcitivlei* and tho eddor Halhuiiyim wan a irgulitr nv^n 
V oritio. of ihoatrioiil itlfiura, niul in tlnit riipiirUy had 
idy aitaiiHHl a inouHurn nf auilmrity aiipmarly graljlying 
niHoIf. 

us firnt now play profluot'il hy llsmry Hidiham %vaa iIip 
ily la^gond of *loanna Haillir* Thi?i wna, I chr 

of hor tlranum that ovor umhu'wrnt thi* trrU of rrpnw^iilii- 
in hnr nativo kingdom; ami Hruil oxrrird hnnMidf ttn*pl 
fatigahly in ita lioludh Uo wan roimiilird al»oist nil llm 
:Um of ooHtnmo, aiinudod ovi'ry rrlmiimiih ami fmpplipd 
[irologua. 1*110 play waa bettor rooinvnl ilmn any uihvt 

nha ICembk’M numt faiultlar tahhi^alk oft^n Imu hlunk trrm ^. . 

Cl IndtitHi dill (win* wm » r»| 4 tiii mladr'i rr 

1 har tragla axdaitmUua to a hwiiii-uy tf tiring ^ 

lOfchar tlma, dining witli a of Kdinhtirglu fthf? t»jgri4lai#d, Its 

iv to her ho«t^i aiwlngy for hl^ $H^t0 tir 

** IMtHRHi twa tm» Mil »**w, tMf 


•wliic-li i^ifUul iuiilion‘HH has aiiun* {«» t muiuh 

ex|)oriiiit‘nl.; and how Jirtliaiil}’ Si-ntt onjustMl Uh Min tviM ut.tv 
bo Hooii in many hdtons whioh hi» athlrt's^rd U» lu.» Innoi an 
tho ooc-aHion. 

It wan Jit a iMdK'ai'Kal of tlilH tliat Smti \v;oi Itril intro 
(luccul to arioiiu'r (.h(‘a(.rioul |H‘rforiin‘r uht* rro Inn^ a»‘»|Uirt*il 
a larjjfo Hharo of his n*ganl ami rtmtidom'i* .Mr, haiuol ‘i'rirv. 
He had riHuhved a^iHHl odtieaiiom and horn r»- ndarl\ tiaim-d 
as an an^liit.iu't; hut. ahamhaHni that protriaMU ;n ati imiIv 
period of libs and was now hf,itinniin: t*» attra* I ath*niion a ^ 
a valuahltwiei-or in lltMirv SitldonH's rotnpan\ . Alr*‘ad\ hound 
tho HallantynoH won* iMuistant tMiupanixoni. and thimuds ho* 
i’aniiliarity with ilmnn Srold had uhundant f tooUi \4 uf 

jippnH‘iatin]Lf his many oxcMdhad and a|„rn't%ddf* tpiahisoH. Ho 
laid tho inaiim'rs and IVoliiiKS td a ijjoiitls’njaii. lako John 
Koiuhlu, ho was ih‘o})ly skilli*d in tho old ht«nalmo of tho 
drama, and lus rivalUnl Heott's <nvn rid lniHia.:nn f*»r I hr ai4tsf|tii 
tioa of vertit. Their epintolary eorrespoiidrure in nflrr dav^ 
was froquout, and mme su well ilUistrales many of tlir poti’rt 
minor tastos and hahits. As their hdlrrs In^ UTors* mr, ihrv 
appear as if they luid all In^eri penrird hy Ihr huism^ haml. 
Torry^B idolatrv of his new friend induerd him to miiiufr htn 
writing bo muouslyi that Sentt umni to nay, if hr wi^rr ralhni 
on to swear to any dwninrni, the ii!iiio;d hr t onld u ninrr 
to attest W(juld he, tliat it was either sn Ida own hand or in 
Torry*s* Tluuuttor, perhaps tuieon.Hrionnly, iiiiiniekrd him ut 
other matters with hardly infmaor perriimnsy. .nm.dl 

lively features had ms|ninnh Udore I kmov him, n frnlv Indi 
croua east of SeotHs gi'^tver expression ; he had tanv!l4l lim liny 
eyebrow the very triek of the fHW'l’s meiUlalive fr*»wn; ami to 
crown all, he so habitually aiTeeted his t«*ne and arrrni, tlmt, 
though a native of Hath, a stranger emild hardly have ihmlded 
lie must bo a Hentelunam These UdngM itifdf4**d alt fheir 
acquaintance much diversion; hut |M^rha|»a no Sioie rouhl 
have helped being senretly gmtihed hy mmu^ a idt^ver mnl 
sensible man convert himself inki a linitg lyjai and nyndNd 
of admiration. 

Charles Mathews and Terr^ were mien thrown nut of n gig 
together, and the former reeeivtHi an injury wliirfi niiuli^ him 
halt ever afterwards, while the latter esmtsHl imhiirt I kMuim, 
Dauniel/^ said Mathews when they next met, *«whiH a piiv 
that it wasna your luck to get the game leg, mon ! VonV 
SMrra would hae btian tho very thing, yn ken, ati* ye wmi 
hccii crooHo till yn war comiitHl!'* Terry, thmigh tie dnl not 


t^n\n I h> all hy way "f jtjUt*, 

Saiu. nir, ill rantMfitl'h will nMnn In* r, 

Ui'‘U laki’ ulf 1‘rlrr hrltiT umw than i Vri." 

ilul I m’W ? 4’ri tnulhfui furu'uturr uf 'r«n‘iv*?5 Htilirr jaimifry af 
it \vait»n«* ai flu* ut !a‘>ii mI In * .him’uiI liutua ; 

liaimi I iiava ultra Hr*’a ihifi I’tuti'UH lirHlnatinr Ihr uhulr 
laulyiir With rtjaal jatrrrH?4 wltilr Utt^luiaf tmaidufi 

nuard Willi ilrirfdd, aatl AhliUauat i|»hnHi't»jihai‘iiiu faintly 
rklrti, ami fhr Shriilf, Kt’ttfly HtuililiK, rutiml hlH 

iUiirrfr* 

H*uti liad hv I ha rml t>f IHUU all hat rumplrliHl hi^ thiril 
at » yri iIuh yrat alNnwaa t*inw it«^tl with tiitHtadliinruUH 

ruvy liihuiirH. la h fir aiadr i^a’rat |irMgi‘rn?4 with Swiff, and 
I hr tini-dird lUid nnw' |»nhh:^li«“d hin rtlilaui uf fhr Siid h^r 

yarn ; ihr* miilr?4 ru|»a»a?a I'linMiiH, hvrly atid rnf<niailitU|C* 

1 fhr lafr uf Ssr Ual|»h a %rry J•lru.H}U|.? n]sina!arn uf hm 
|«^. Srvrral vuiuim'i id' tla* hut?:r aSunjrra’ t 'uilrrliuii, iHuh-' 
ird ihrmilihutii with Miiiular I'arr* wrrr alf4ti uraird m IHfitl; 

! I I4i8|i|iu?4r hr rrrr|%*rd hm ft?r furrarh vuhanr lyi it a|i|»rar«*«l 
I hr wiiulr Hiiiii %yhtai fhr hanl raua’ tint in iHtLh 

h’UHl |^aiura.?i. tla4 laUnirn mi !hri4r rullrrtiums wrrr itriwlir 
r ,'durnH.^ hiwi laind wUh ilial. liiJiial*^ kimivlrdg** nf ilir land- 
j*rrnum4 and rvnit^t «d Sruirh and haiiiliBh hii4h»r)% 

irh madr Ims runvrr^^atiun itu i4iiir!t ftahjind^ that uf u!ir wdm 
I ridhrr It vrd %yillt Ilian rrini Ihr dr|»arlt^d. Hr 

in thrsn, and nrvrr runi|daiiir«i that lliry tlitrrnt|»t4Hl 
ad vaitia^ruiisly ihr w'urkii uf hn^ liinlmr |,criiitm, Itiit hr 
aniiird fu many iHti'«''riildr tiwk?4 amuiig uthrrH, at ilti» 
;ir lu a kiuhI dral uf Irmihlr rntaiird utl luiii hy fhr 

I uf Mimi H«n¥ard, fH'itiif in !i|iir«di iHItlh whr tmijiunillird 
’ |i*.«idry f«t Hi'ult, w'lth iiit iiijiiiiidiuii fu |iiih!iMli it 

I iirrfit II ^k«dr'h uf hrr Itfr; W'luir ^hr mad*^ lirr hdii^rfi (id 
udi ulir had kr|»i rti|iirM| tfir jiru|M’rty uf Caiiifitiihtr. Hinati 

Ihr vpff rIrhrM In wwiiil luisl^rl, ww ihm 

ar a.Ilrip'sd n* whw Itp liiiiisrliP ui ilir lw«i 

ihr nrw whirh Ihr l«4 r«*fifprrr4 «m llinWi 

dutidii Willi HWfi rafi »nil mw\ ihr uUipr*# Inillg- 

1 niwhift hy Inm ir?iiclr»j hurfur, I wm 

i, 1 russirmni. 
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snpoviutontl.^d, onlinul.v, tl..* .'diium ..f tl..- l.idv's v.-r.fH 

wliicli was piililisliisl in tluvo viiluiui-s liy .IhIui li.iU.ittf 4 »>• ; 
and (!oiis(alilc Insl an tiau‘ in aaantaii'ia-.; h.-r 

;m jauKiiiai't'ini-al wliii'li tlif I'l'i'l I'i'S'TVfd «ii!( ti> cida!ii>a; 

far IV, w had HidTfrfsl ainra t!um Itiai.-.-df fi-m h-a .•].! .l.d.u y 
rasl.li'ssiiass. Ila says tti aa aallnins;* <>1 a ditiiTful l>iird 
(Miss Haillio)- "Tht'di'spaiv which 1 ascil !m l. cl uu 
inK [Kitir Miss Seward's Idlfis. whxai I n-.tU> hL.-d.itau- a»t< a 
most ansauliait'atal horrur lur .sfaiiun'afa! icili r .. 1 aai imw 

dt)iug pcnauci* Tur uiy ilMurnHuia i*y .Hul'iuinnn: h* r»iit !ii»r 
poHihutuouK |MU‘{.ry, niu.Hl nf' wha-li i.h alr,»*lnlr|y ranrahir. 
ThivS, li()VV(‘V<*r, is (‘lu‘ l«*asf td' luv i*vjls. fur u hrii sUv |.rM|n*:ainl 
this b(‘((iu’Ht nus whit-h i n»’ultl uui in drrrtii v irfmv, 
(‘oiiibijHul it with a rt*fpM‘sl that I \v*»tihl pHblL^h Im'i- u tattle 
lii,(‘niry ^Diis I alri liurtl an 

a [siHinilar aversion at |H*rpi’tua!uiKMlui! ^u*ii aa! . but 

what availtnl it? li<»l tu lai.surc' tla* publit’anuin bdi it In 
an Kdiiilnirgh buokstdii'r ; lUitl I iUitn'i|nai* ih*^ luaiur «4 mnnuii 
niyaalf advartintHl for a livo \HH*i Vikv u wild *ai a iHuulsHt 
strcamtu*; fur I tuidurstaud all hrr frii’iiib ur«^ ilfpirirti ihrmit 
hi body, rnuul, atui niuiuiurH.’* Mr, l»n¥rvrr, 

tins ammrtinuty (d' rtHtpi'iduK bin hiIIi Hi'mIi, ainl 

gave lum oHHontial ruliid' l»y alluwiug Ituii «lniw pru 
thruugli Mim Suward’n t'ximvjiKant mt liii«i.fitdf and 

liiH jKietry. Tlim aticniimi hu KralifiiHl hisii* rlmt hv auil»*r 
isod Jolin lialhuttyiiu to mk^ in liui ihat «‘X|a-'rii*is*-»’d 

baokHollur'H lulvuui ruHjM't’tiag thu Si«»w nrarly roiiq*lrtrd» 

tbo amount of tlu» lirni iiiiiuvsiiiuin and tiibor |»r«4rnf4i*sinil 
dctailH. Mr, (huiHlablu naulily gavn ilii’ ihiu;i m 

quoHtod,and would williuKly Imvo tiikou iiiiy ilioy 

in tho advo-uiuru, 'rimy Uml mimjduUHl tlodr o*»|«ynKhi armoKo- 
iiumtH boforu tluw iniinnuUiiriUicMw aiiil tli«’ triiiiio 

phant HUOC08Hi)f thu eoup d*pmai t»f‘ iho inn? liria wioi 
to (doBO Haott*H oars for a Hoiwon ngiiiui^t imy *4 

the liko kind from tho liouno at tlm (dronn; Iml from liim^ 
tlioro was no return of anything liko ilbwill 

tliG partiaH. 

TSarly in May the I^uly of the l4ike cmmu tmi — iw her twn 
elder sisters had done ---in all the niiijenty of i|irari«*, ivsili 
every aoeompajiying graee of tyiKigraphy, liiid with inormn'er 
an engraved frontisjnaee^ of Haxoidi {Mirtrait of HihiII ; the 

i moe of the book two guiuaim. For the ropyrighi the 
lad nominally reroived 200t) gnineiii, Imt m lluJIanivne 
and Co. retaniad thrc»e»fourtl»s of the proiwirty to 








Mr. Gadell; the publisher of this Memoir, then a young man 
1 training for his profession, retains a strong impression of 
le interest which the quarto excited before it was on the 
ounter. James Ballantyne,^^ he says, ^^read the cantos 
:om time to time to select coteries, as they advanced at press, 
ommon fame was loud in their favour ; a great poem was on 
LI hands anticipated. I do not recollect that any of all the 
tithor^s works was ever looked for with more intense anxiety, 
c that any one of them excited a more extraordinary sensation 
hen it did appear. The whole country rang with the praises 
P the poet — crowds set off to view the scenery of Loch 
'atrine, till then comparatively unknown 5 and as the hook 
ime out just before the season for excursions, every house 
ad inn in that neighbourhood was crammed with a constant 
iccession of visitors. It is a well-ascertained fact, that from 
le date of the publication of the Lady of the Lake, the post- 
orse duty in Scotland rose in an extraordinary degree, and 
ideed it continued to do so regularly for a number of years, 
le author^s succeeding works keeping up the enthusiasm for 
ir scenery which he had thus originally created. — Mr. 
adell adds, that four 8 vo editions followed the quarto within 
Le space of twelve months ; that these carried the early sale 
I 20,000 copies ; and that by July 1836, the legitimate sale 
L Great Britain had been not less than 60,000 copies ; since 
hich date I understand that, in spite of legal and illegal 
racies, the fair demand has been well kept up. 

In their reception of this work, the critics were for once 
, full harmony with each other, and with the popular voice, 
be article in the Quarterly was written by George Ellis; 
it its eulogies, though less discriminative, are not a whit 
ore emphatic than those of Mr. J effrey in the rival Review, 
ideed, I have always considered this last paper as the best 
ecimen of contemporary criticism on Scott’s poetry. The 
ly, if I may venture to state the creed now established, is, 
should say, generally considered as the most natural and 
iginal, Marmion as the most powerful and splendid,, the 
idy of the Lake as the most interesting, romantic, pictux- 
que, and graceful of his great poems. 

Of its success he speaks as follows in 1830 : — It was cer- 
nly so extraordinary as to induce me for the moment to 
aclude that I had at last fixed a nail in the proverbially' 
jonstant wheel of Fortune. But, as the celebrated John 
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Wilkes is said to have explained to King George tlie Thirds 
that he himself was never a Wilkite, so I can with honest trutla 
exculpate myself from having been at any time a partisan ^ o£ 
my own poetry, even when it was in the highest fashion witli 
the 'million.^^ 

James Ballantyne has preserved in his Memorandum aix 
anecdote strikingly confirmative of the most remarkable state- 
ment in this page of Scott^s confessions. remember/^ lio 
says, going into his library shortly after the publication of 
the Lady of the Lake, and finding Miss Scott (who was theix 
very young girl) there by herself, I asked her — ^Well, Miss 
Sophia, how do you like the Lady of the Lake ? ^ Her answex* 
was given with perfect simplicity — ^ Oh, I have not read it : 
papa says there’s nothing so bad for young people as reading 
bad poetry.’ ” 

In fact, his children in those days had no idea of the sonx*ce 
of his distinction — or rather, indeed, that his position was ixi 
any respect different from that of other Advocates, Sheriffs^ 
and Clerks of Session. The eldest boy came home one after- 
noon about this time from the High School, with tears and 
blood hardened together upon his cheeks. — “Well, Wat,” said 
his father, “what have you been fighting about to-day ? ” Witlx 
that the boy blushed and hung his head, and at last stammered 
out — that he had been called a lassie. “Indeed!” said Mrs. 
Scott, “this was a terrible mischief to be sure.” “You may 
say what you please, mamma,” Wat answered roughly, “ but I 
dinna think there’s a waufer (shabbier) thing in the world thaix 
to be a lassie, to sit boring at a clout.” Upon further inquiry 
it turned out that one or two of his companions had dubbed 
him The Lady of the Lake, and the phrase was to him incom- 
prehensible, save as conveying some imputation on his prowess, 
which he accordingly vinchcated in the usual style of the Yards. 
Of the poem he had never before heard. Shortly after, this 
story having got wind, one of Scott’s colleagues of the Clerhs^ 
Table said to the boy — (who was in the home circle called 
Gilnockiey from his admiration of Johnny Armstrong) — “ Gil- 
nockie, my man, you cannot surely help seeing that great people 
make more work about ypur papa than they do about me or 
any other of your uncles — what is it do you suppose that occa- 
sions this ? ” The little fellow pondered for a minute or two, 
and then answered very gravely — “It’s commonly him that 
sees the hare sitting.” And yet this was the man that had 
his children all along so very much with him. In truth, how- 
ever, young Walter had guessed pretty shrewdly in the matter. 
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for his father had all the tact of the Sutherland Highlander, 
whose detection of an Irish rebel up to the neck in a bog, ho 
has commemorated in a note upon Eokeby. Like him, he was 
quick to catch the sparUe of the victim’s eye ; and often said 
jestingly of himself, that whatever might be thought of him 
as a maker (poet), he was an excellent trouveur. 

Ballantyne adds: — “One day about this same time, when 
his fame was supposed to have reached its acme, I said to him 

— ^Will you excuse me, Mr. Scott, but I should like to ask 
you what you think of your own genius as a poet, in compari- 
son with that of Burns? ’ He replied — ^ There is no com- 
parison whatever — we ought not to be named in the same 
day,’ Hndeed!’ I answered, ^ would you compare Campbell to 
Burns?’ ^Ho, James, not at all — If you wish to speak of a 
real poet, Joanna Baillie is now the highest genius of our coun- 
try.’ — But, in fact,” (continues Ballantyne) — “he had often 
said to me that neither his own nor any modern popular style 
of composition was that from which he derived most pleasiire. 
I asked him what it was. He answered — Johnson’s; and 
that he had more pleasure in reading London, and The Vanity 
of Human Wishes, than any other poetical composition ho 
could mention; and I think I never saw his countenance nioro 
indicative of high admiration than while reciting aloud from 
those productions.” 

In his sketch of Johnson’s Life, Scott says — “The deep 
and pathetic morality of The Vanity of Human Wishes, has 
often extracted tears from those whose eyos wander dry over 
pages professedly sentimental.” The last line of MS. that he 
sent to the press was a quotation from the same piece. Yet 
it is the cant of our day — above all, of its poetasters, that 
Johnson was no poet. To be sure, they say the same of Pope 

— and hint it occasionally even of Hryden. 

Walter Scott was at this epoch in the highest spirits, and 
having strong reasons of various kinds for his resolution to 
avail himself of the gale of favour, only hesitated in which 
quarter to explore the materials of some new romance. His 
first and most earnest desire was “to take a peep at Lord 
Wellington and his merrymen in the Peninsula, — where,” he 
says, “ I daresay I should have picked up some good materials 
for battle scenery ; ” and he afterwards writes with envy of the 
way in which a young barrister of his acquaintance (the late 
sxcellent John Miller of Lincoln’s Inn, K.C.,) spent the long 
v'acation of that year — having the good luck to arrive at Oporto 
when our army was in retreat from the frontier, and after 
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j.iMveliini,H]irnii'.:h a ruun!rv \it\My x\vsrvi%^A, to hviir Hu 4 di-nly, 
ill a |}h‘ <{}.st;utt sound of a !»a':|U|»o \u’|otuiioti 

by Mu' olliui'r.s uF a IIi|Mdaiul Huiriuu-ul and da> ^utau-iH 
(i*illt' in Intmi) thu Haltli' uf Ibisaro. liu? Sraii 4 sm|U bm lb>n 
insular un pun'inviiut Huit it I'avu lij ^ wiU- ui^u«* drtirrss 
t-lian (’utibl Ih* t*t)in|u'tiHatuii by asis jtratitj* .ifu‘U *•! lua awn 
curicjsity/’ Hu i!u*ii thtnndii ‘d ir'ii.iini./ ib 4 .«-by hn\ as 
was nu'ntiuuud alruatly, hu had tnuu Mo* lu i A.n that ho ?;|»onl 
tluu'o di'niguinl tu unuuuut its lorahtio-i ujtk In 4 wihv Mnl 
tlu^ btirst- td’ (‘iithusiasin uldidi bdfi.urd thv .M»|'«'ara?u-o id ihu 
bsuly nf tlu' Lakn linally swayrd him !*» uudrs f.tlo a 
d(*(^pur t han hu had as ud isnio, udo I ho //i.d^siud v, .not a ^^.irui 
iuviiiiMun From tin* Lainl <d Sialt.i, u.i 4 u» rd liuu lo iphl 

a V(JV‘tp* In lliu lithriihs. la-i wilo, 

his (lail.u:hti‘r Suphia, Miss Hannah Mai kon/ir, dauKtifor id 
*‘'rhu Man uF and a doar ln»aul and ihniaiit ndiilioin 

Mrs. Anruoru (uuw L:uiy Ihivyu wlto luul lw*ots. as li«’ in 
onu oF nis hd-turs, “a |}uni’H,H uf lh«' lirs! nraKnniudo m kdiu- 
burgh/* (luring ihn pm’rdifig wndrr. Ho Iravolh^d ulnmdy 
with his (»wn linrsus, thniugh Argyloshiio, as far as t Ilian ; but 
even where pnsbhnrHeH iniglii liavi' Im’ou luid, t.liU4 %viiii l|i«? 
mode he always pridVrrod in thoso fanoly I'srsir 'juai'i, f«»r hr 
dolighted in the HIh'Hv it afforded liiiu of aluddsng and 
ing as ofltui and as Imig as ho rlj»»so; and» iis Initli, hr ollni 
pewfonmul tln^ far greater part of llie day’s |uiirnrv an bhU. 
«»— exaniining tln^ luiip in the iai»rning iw l.«i maiir hins?4o||' 
masU'r of tin' hi'aniigH •■■■ and bdfowing Ins owm fanry «rror 
aonui old disnstnl riding iniek, nr along |li«» innrgifi *d" a nin^ani, 
white the (sirriagis with iU ftnnale ni*eu|iaiiis, adhered to the 
pro[»er nnuL (>F the iiimtiar part of the e%|M'ddiMU have 
many (h'tails itt tin* appendages to llm bird «d the Inh^n --iyi*! 
otlu^rH not less inltwesUng in thi-* Kolos wlurh ho ninlrslnileti 
to HrokerK Kdilitm of Ikiswadl, The |»rivi4l«? leiiem «d IHMi 
dwell with delight on a wliieh it mm, indeed, 

good fortunn fur him tu witness t -- the iirrival aiiiung llie 
Maekinncnm of their young rhmf (ninre *«dl liiuwn m AM*, 
for Lymiiifrton), whose liinl m.M m forfetfasl ilwnr 

iuBular territtjry, hut euuhl nnt alieniile llie affisi..iuniiie» v’enorii- 
tion of their elan, Ha ab« with hearH-^ :wti,^fittdion 

on the patriarehal style of the hwpitiilily uf Alniirii. whorw llm 
Laird of Bfcaffa (a liruther of hin eoilimgtse Atr> Alii«*doiigild 
Buchanan) lived among ‘*11 peophi cliitriwdii^clly fond i»f 
cheered by their adhereneii t 4 i the nittsve ind fnwi wliirti in 
many of the neighbouring tril»i were yruriy emigralifig* 
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iiruuslly iiu«i hM|«‘iu!ly riH’iMinutm?.: Ihnr !„:rMwfh in suituln‘t,H. 
iHtl tlmU'rt \\ rl Ik' ruul4 tu k«-r|t sq« I ti»‘ nfii mulUMn :* .hhI 

lit' niti Hjurit m| htrs 

IUH»IUn tU'hlfii.’* IkH tlil.H Si u jijrHui*- hi uiiii’li i%iUS»H!. 

HiW rmt’il witinHi! pasn ;i!4«i ti'’f*sff , |.»i rijauvt»‘ii lu |»ulihr 

lulity y«*.U'.H iii -4 r*n 1-4 t li..- ra',i* ;titr| |mmH' 

U‘nly whlt'U illi' |H»rt iUir^nni. lakr in.uu ntUrv , «.i jjSH 
•lana, that, nay au*l hsi.'h n|»uif «'4 liau.tu %\A'. in 

ii«t^ Itia h»is«l |H‘n| 4 »^ |iisi«' ainuml Inin in >h--r! sh.if mh, uuhl fin* 
liU jnrst V tiirisi af-in hnik irhii/*' hi-i «.h 4 J h*- asni 

hw' na it'll t««i *nu\ iIm-' Siaun' au»l mI ihal 

fair luJ.Hni'nTiimn <4 lui is, i»u itsn i|*-,.dl 4 , lh#» Li-a I s .i..:iurni tint 
:*CM’ky Slalla shnrll, h.i 4 h» h*' |*aih’ii uilti hy la.-i rhihli's^u. 

Dn fs'i tuuiir^: ls'«»sn | 4 iM.-s 4 nt r\|»r«lihnS 4 , ,'ssj 4 nntahli.Hlj- 

ti^ ni A? 4 ii'.Mli»'l, sn .?>*'/, sr*-hisi|< siu «*hl inr 

iahiliK'^lin^i *»u*' stH*rssiiii.t, h»sgi!ss| list' MS. %4 flH< firat 

.Wi» ur tlirns" r!ui,|sh'rH ni \Vav«'r!ry h'rtnit a h'U«’r s»i Jiinu'K 
[iilihuity nn’is *»ti rtnuliiii^ ths^Hi" i’ha|d«-s it sh |»litiu Unit 

\v waa iu»i thrsr nafiatsiiraUIr I'riin* s 4 iSHh ; |.ut Im* 

lUgiirnsI ** “ li tlir ssnvr! wrr«’ «'« ai 5 | 4 «'l «*» I, Ih> aihlt-sl that 

Ht t'ciulsl iini liiiy *■* ll«*W liBSSrli/Mllsil rnSsh-iMrtt that 

Ji 6 * imnr«^H?tusu ina 4 <’ on hh^ unutl wm far ls‘t«iu sf^snnUlnuc 
•hat h*’ hast rrrsnvr^il imni tip' fsraf MSis^niuPii nt ihr |*jp|\ s 4 
:.hn laiki*; himI osirs' iiinrr ih#' rvnUtrt ^4 !«» iIh 

ailing |i!ar«», Hut ihifi wmi isisl thr nnlv niiwnh-nspi^ n*ssMiana 
‘Ulnni I mill thiit f|snirh*r, Alrmnly llnar |inl 4 iBhsssg ipivniilurt^ 
H'Kun ta winir a UimI irr^pni., iKiin ainl ih*' riirintiiiiis 

if fiHtgk Hrntl mvrnt«*ii tfs llsr Italliaityin^ tlrnifi us«l lami than 
; hy Uiin iiins^ |»ri 4 »al*ly lh«a*p Iyi 4 U'tai n fiirlln'r 
Imiuani tsn ha^ fiiimn; nin! i.l»» firiiilarV lrassi$|iili in ilip 
^iwt innlt i|»lyiiig inlitiaitH af tin's lanly tsf llsn laik** wini iliirk« 
nunl witli nimiioiiH rtnwnri^ iiImiiiI ilpnr nit'iir« 4 lanrttis?ii i-siwivulia 
.iiilisi nitrh im iltn {iniinnHifii Fl« 4 .r|iar ni Wrhnr ■ Ihn 

TiH'lry,** « liiiil t}i«« Ili?it 4 «ry nf tip? t'nhlnnii hy |tr, 
hiiiiiinian, iUit ii mnw linriniifs liii^iiinfi.ii %%*m tin’ Kdiin 

nirnh Animal Eni|ii«l 4 «r. Its iwn tlr^i wpt*^ i^rminl 

dniut thin tiniis luiil PKlw’tHaiinn Irad luglily r^ntrsl hy 
in? imnimiif^nnnnil tlnii ihn liifilnriral slnpiirinsriit in thn 
nunl^ Ilf Hmiiln’Vi wlaln Hantl iiinl ntjirr r'lnsismi |*rri«sis^i wnr*' 
4.1 nnnlrihiit 4 ? in iiii inii 4 rnlli«it'Mi»iifi liirriilnrt? and ?irnai«*n. Mr. 
itmUmy wim ftirttmitfi? in Ufgtnning liiii niirralivn itsn 

(rant om nf thi? H|niitiiili Ei^vtsll ii.|C'iittifii lunl it 

^iliitiitnii lii^ inmal rt^iniirrln r«?ltniinsi, nlngiMirn* iwnl ^fnrsL 
1 %^ »mH.nnt viilnitin inniEiini^d wntiit tif iii« mwl a 4 niswl niitinr 




poems ; and Scott enriched it both with veis 
Kevertheless, the public were alarmed by the ^ 
history, and the prospect of two volumes an 
Tvas, in short, a new periodical publication on i 
all such, adventures are hazardous ; none of their 
unless there be a skilful bookseller, and a zealoi 


OTve a lar^e share of their industry and mtelhge] 
^ o ■hnnlr.QAlle.r Jor 
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day, to its arrangements. Such a bookseller Jor 
was not ; such an editor^ with Scott s multifai 
ments, he could not be. The volumes succeede 
at irregular intervals \ there was soon felt tlie 
ever active presiding spirit ; and though the wc 
tinued during a long series of years, it never 
projectors. 

The first Iwraison included an essay of son 
Scott on the proposed changes in the Scotch la-' 
ture^ wliich had occupied Sir Hay CampbelPs ^ 
and the sagacity of this piece appears as credi 
as the clear felicity of its language. I fancy 
lawyers will now deny that their criminal system 
more need to borrow from Scotland, than hers 
However, his essay strongly deprecated the^ co 
of a general innovation ; and though the conditioi 
lantyne affairs was already uneasy, and his co 
shews that he fretted occasionally under the un 
drudgery of his clerkship, still I cannot but sns] 
repugnance to these legal novelties had a share 
the state of mind indicated by a letter of ISTove] 
his brother Thomas. He there says : I have 
to tell yon in confidence, that, were Dundas to 
ernor-General to India, and were he willing to t 
him in a good situation, I would not hesitate 
Court of Session and the booksellers to the Devil 


fortune in another climate.” He adds, ^^but th 
entre nous^^ — nor indeed was I aware, until I fo 
ter, that he had ever entertained such a design £ 
it communicates. Mr. Dundas (now Lord Me 
highly acceptable to the Court of Directors in 
President of the Board of Control, which he loi 
spoken of at various times as likely to be appoint 
General. He had no doubt hinted to Scott, tha 
should ever assume that station, it would be a 
him to be accompanied by his early friend : and 
be little question of Scott’s capacity to have fib 
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fiiicti‘iit ill*' liiifi I'lflirruf an liiiHun .nt-rrrf.irv or of iiii 

Hill i»f uli.i! U,|M lull H 4ri‘^iiti. *riir- 

InitiValif'V t»i’ tun f rMi|»!’raliiri!! Ii;i4 'uojI aiiii<4 tju LiNtiin* iio|irrH. 
«tl»ll ami lll*i I•|rt‘l||l|nt»lli^rn lH«b.|r fln^ l.lf.'.o of" . 4 lii»flitn- \ iMf 
iiiMirnuiif n rli.iiHtr lUiit’li l*a Uvi <!o-4iiiv hMlto 

Htill «>!' ti!‘» ,il|l’i-! iilisl h,i|*|->l4 -'d ill ,1,1 iMli’i, 

Mr.illf UIH% lllillaitKOli: !h«' iidrir^! Hitb tt hii'li, Uliioiii* 

wJi.lft'V I*r iilsd .Ml \ s*'! h«" ||j». I (| ♦ III' 

I ilO Itl'i’af lU tlio Fs-UMi-’HlLi It « a.’i 'jm r.inir’J, llcif hr 

liinrf on iiHV , IM*! III hvi %fi\ I m |iirii! j>.r-, ,.i 

Iir|mr»*ll. Ivlllifiiirgli .Mui \ (utiHlfrii Im l.iLr if h hint 

till* tllM'i Iw'hI Ii,i 4 l»rrii .iMi’ !m mI' | hr* 

Hi’Jit of ttsir; ti ,irni|* IIh^ 

niiirrlsrTi Iiiid roiiiil«'riih'irrlM’?i iif h’lriirli iiinl Kl},Klt?4i i»y 

llli'llti/* of Hliirli |||I»I wliito iiltil !|h|, Hi'liloiii filet 

Si’iiti «»l lltiH r Mil - h!.. I lit i*f'ru|fa! |MH nf lu.i jiMruf i«iii 

uii*l lii’r riirria»r!i’. Iti tlio ItiinuiiuisL* of |H||, u tvaa 

ill Hoiiiliiis ti» i'ollrrt ?-Hil»nrr! j»! iMiot for llio rrh»4‘ nf fho 

wliii liiiil -fimi Ihoir laiMh’i aii.«| ilinr lionfu’a 

Isiinit Ul Ihi^ rmirfii’* t*f hi.-ii »\uii ; imoI mIi 

ill*’ Ji4 vi^rliw’tSH^ist. ii*l4rrnf;o4 Ui«? rli.iiriii;iii* 
ti» I’Miitnliiit*’ iliP |»roti|.s, I** «’r tlirv iiUfHit aiiimiii!* s,*!' 

tlio Iirf4. Miiitfiin i»f a jw.miii roiinriiial mMlt th«^ of fhii 

|i;ifri*»ttM fltrilllgbr fils 'Wii'* iM'rr|itrji, i»f 

I Inn tCtnlorit'k 1 r 4 i.fl III -ito, iii July , iiinl tlio inmirv 

fiirirarJiai to llir iMlkoiih 1 Imfi ; 

wtf.ll illlipir* fiiiiiiliMfi iifiJ t|i|rk**r hraJ'tj lii.iy laiallv Illl'p |l«l 
1*1 ii inili.fir-ri|4if«ii, l«it siiaii really In In’* rirviiaf 
wliii riiri ilraw lliiil nuiii from luii iiini aji|iiy lln» 

jiroiliiro III ,?4ti r^niillfsal gi “ 

IJif’ <»f tinvrily* l^4li iw Ip flii« 

iitni IliP iiiiiiiiior 1*1 llm r»#tii|»t»?iiiioin winrii ||iivr imr fn 
iJiiirft llir iiiiiin mai.fi iiiJml fiom ihii iiso'if 

|iiii.iiri’fii|iiP i»f r»l«l ; lint || t!iioyi||i 

mil. flti^ viJiirlii Ilf fpf4iiig« Jirwlly iphn^ir to tlio-a^ i«ilii 
wliirli liii^ WIiiii liiiit mil iiinng tla* iiitrilmriini 

of Hritiiiii in liiJiiilf Ilf llip iiiitiiiiw i»f liip HiyiiioaiLi , 4ii4 flu 
iiiiriipp 1 %’liirii* itltilif imMirmiing mir nllirr on that 

spr*iii? t*f iirliiiii* liiiil l^mii j.friwr%-'wl wilti iT>4|M*r| to h.oflh* 
tiwii pilliiiil taiiiiiiryitiiiii, Hir Jnlm »/.ia ionn|4r|r«| t*r 



i(> wiiK'h IJO hati If, hy i-i |*i4*'*^ 

t‘()iii|»aJ’a!ivi‘ly liiilit atul t-a-nv in*‘.i.:5iirr.H m vihirl; 
liiUM^rto tla* ium.hI rlalH*r.4!«' mn'* ilia! rinr hiia 

hibitH. 11u‘ lUt’flS nut WllliritaluiUn^ ih*'- s'Mla|4r%lt; 

Htnuz-Ji, lunl \*n"\ ra,|»i4!} 

Hh«‘WHt arroniiiigly* iiuiuy t i»! iir-hw:**iH'r Ihii i 

iuHpiraiitai <♦!' it fotuiii an rt-liM m tlii'’ i-.iai m. 

British mnuis; iiiiuty ut iht^ W’lui.: sa'a'j'b'H ibriiaH:'li r-i 

illllt tlu^ dinh’ultn*i4 uf I Ilf’ Ilia! fa lia-4i briai Mil I 

fully CiVl‘n‘i»UH* ; aiai IIh’ hat r-|i!ir;i ii 

IKtllrtl tu Ulif|iialilia4 H-diiurat I mh m| %.ira>a'i 

'pic*tun\s aiui ahu-li, ui irsiih, um uua ih^a 

iu‘it'lu*r hu iH»r any fUli*“r rxvi anaalliMi. ‘I'h*' a 

or fniiuawfuii •whatrM’r tu thi' laia! v4 i 

hiiuHt'If Wiu4, I tliiiik, uiiaiiiiUMUHai |»r« 

admirable; uiid no parly r*nihl bhii4 aiiv m. 

linroic. Hpliuuiour of sitvh fdmiimi m in m-lni'li t 

equally gallant nlninonlH of a Briiuili iiriiiy iir«’ m 
I iualiuu to lioliovo fhai tlio of ihr ! 

in nci snutll dogri'o (ho hI" fri»iii iiii*r*» 

frioiiclly cHiio on tho snhjrot of hifi i4ii**urilo 
Of tiio uiltlrosHi’il to Inin r4i«ni iii'im- flip 

ptamah IhOiiih |ir«w*rv*’d .Hovoral wlnrli Imri ipi ibiiibi n 
and gratiiiiHl hun at tlio timo. Ihit. I mm %-vt% nnr*^ iim 
HO wtdoomo m iimt whirh roarln’il liiim linnitlia , 
pcHUU had (’oukihI to \h* now in Fnighind, fruiii a ibni 
when afhny variotm ohainan^ ami wii.fi tlirn lir 

a captain in the oHtli ri’giinont. laii^l iqirmi*/’ liiii n 
hoiq Ang. dip ** I wna ho forinnatc nn to got. n rra«ltii 
Lady of the Lak<% wlmii in tlii^ Iiiir,fi of ’rorrc-f^ \“oi| 
thought 1 lunl ini incoimitliu’iiblo riglil to riil«»r m 
of itH hcatiiiim* liaving nnnlo ono of iln^ liiirly on yi 
visit to the ^Tro-HHiwdis. While ilie lnwili wiiA III ini 
sion, I had iiigUtly iuvilatiiuiH t« r}»riiiii#| |4iirfnf’/» * 4lii 
say^ that (though not cannitnoini of iiiitrli iiiori! in flio 
racitation) my attmnpts to <io jiiaiicp !« tlio gr*iiol 
the stiig-hmifc were always folliiwitd wHh j*nr»t«» «d ,ij»j 
for this Oanto was thu favintrit<* amoat; Hw r»Mn*li jmi, 
fightutg third iHvisioii. At that titm* 1*1 

wereHcanty; — and, in gratitudis I am hmnd tn d»t l.m 
the good oftlcos of tho tauly I owmi nutiiy a nt« i* (dir*' 
and rpuner of hot iiunchV’ Tim gidlant m»i 
Captain (now Bir Adam) Forgussmi (who tlid jmi hv 
osoape BUHpioiona of having tajon a IttUr glammd m in |i 


WiiH un his'iilily fii arnv;i! uf I1ir» \’ iMitJU r.r 

ll»’ u rifrrt t lii t»iirri, I rrlihilirti 

iiiiii'li I til' tt'ilii ai!«I t.iiifilul t»| I fir iiit ruflmiiirv |iart ; 

y»’t. miyil |»art ir iii,irly tit'luthlni lut^ fhr aiiiiiniiir.^ 

*»t till’ r*nttnh liriia aiul ariyir.n; a||{| I fail 
iWaiirt’ ymi till’ ai*% fs* a iii.iiy ilb tin* |af|iiri* 

tiliirt'li til' Ilnur iniuy ami lin’ iuritliMH of flii* I’rrat 

liytii liilifU’It. Vmui- a\^r.intu.:. Ml tim trim rlyir^iiirr nf a nun 
-ifrrL iiiv lyir|y aii4 hur^4. H.h rvi-rv flinr.l.’ aiiii!'.r(| nif 

lint #1 lilfin ShMiilii if 1*1’ iii\ lain tn atjfvn«\ I aia i'*'M4\ri| 
fn try liiy tiaial *ui a ninu^ hi! la tariii lullau' ii|» lU* n ilia 
’rivi'ini, IhU !'■ HI v<‘ur HiUrhiltniU ; Hint nil thin hl't-aiii 

IllilllV a «|ah ;.!ht t ul ra-Jla »!«» I At. Iraut nna iif tfn^ 

lilHKlif *1 ♦‘Iniffilfar fH ivaa, a.?i a nfmll Mfi% raaliami iti 

ilia faa|Ufl. I iiMi.'i! Iim! njiu! a rinuiltiHliHirrMvIilrli Hf’nt I |l•|lrl|fl^ 
|■r«^nt HiuHi'iaaiHl ha ahvaya tanh ii|*i’i’iii! ptiiia in 

li’hitiiiic. In lilt' l•talrr4a i»l I ha hay uhaii I la- hailv at" tha haka 
iir«i raarliail |’‘arKni?ifi!»ii, lia %%'a,n |ntt-i!a»i Ihh i'ii|ii|«iiiiy lai a 

jmllil Ilf a».|ama4 ft* llii’ ainuny’-^ artiliarv I’lia man 

i»r«iara4 In In? |»rMJitrala an iha rtt*am4 ; ttliila fhay kr|»i 
iliat iitlitmhy Ilia ra|*iaHi, kn»*ainn» at tlnur liaail, ran4' alun4 
ilia liiilllfi III I \aiilt* VI,, iin4 Ih*’ In^nuim rt*»l4iar,iH aiilv lulai"" 
rii|*ti'4 hull liy a jitymia hint/a whmiavi’r tlia i4ial j4nirli ilia 
hank alutia al.Miva 1 1 lain. 

I Inaa alhi4r-4 !m -•n.mi’ hinhi nf Kllny raniiiiii.:, iiml 
ill 4|.‘»|iarilf.tai|iail! *4 iniiaivllahia'-i, fkaVUm asl, |a‘Mhiil*l V 
III |ii«uata tlil’na Iria|i4ty Ilia tiioal ditllrnli i»t' itll Klri-dtHh liiaarr- 
III litMlarirk, Hiuif I llin* yaar t I'Hul ali4u | ha liarmt' r*»ii|4al, 
iui4 |ir*»4iiaai| l“iia |%»aa!Mn’ ■ ■ «»n rnuuni* wfuah, I ‘riihlta* iifi liiii 
tiiH|^H'ii|4iar Ii4l» ii?«, atalaiinaih ’tliifi man, wli«*i'var ha i.H, aaii 
iii» nil lliiit I ran, itinl m>mHhimf #iii»rr4' linn |i|i»aa, iiii imslil.* 
tiiiii tif iiii4 aiinilmr «4' wart* |iiihlii4ia4 in ifm 

lia|.ftn!ar, ivilli a I»rafiiaa, aiitilhal ilia llilarini i4" A ltiui|i|ririt» til 
%%'liirli ha filuiiiiitt'n tail tha rhiaf raviawi’rfi *»f ilia iliiy, <»»•• 
itraiatli' *faffray iifi4 iiiltiiiriihht lirajiiitli iwni yai 

I mtht iwaai i»i jihumiiiitry ; l*nt hn Iiaj4 litn naarat im l*i tliii4 
liilariin 4ipl all ita fi|ij»ini4ii||aii, avail frniii %lmn fliiillii* ■ in 
lia luiyty i*n tliinr iiftitaiiriiiiriy iliiit .■■■■-“ ilia iiiiitiittiiii «if 
11‘aiilit^ lia«l fiiriit'k liiiii im ; ihiii nf Mtutra lui Imii; iiiiil 

tliitt «if Itiiimalf im wall, t*Mi fiiiliiiif nil In 

iJta aha^a " If ni iniriHim l.4i irai^a ili«^ iif riyiiiPiii« 

iitar isiiuitiihuiliiiti wltiati Im i4f’l-arwii.r4ii fiiil in firiialii’a. I1i« 
i|iiiirti» rtliliiiii III l»iiit Ihwlariak hiiviiig riifiiilly iiiiit#iiii 

ut ra|»rtiiliii|^ tlia pmnu m tmiiid in it Hafiarnla iiatiitci, liti iiiiiirtiitl 



it entire in the Kegister ; a proof how much that undertaking 
was felt to require extraordinary efforts. , ^ , 

Throughout 1811, his serious labour continued to be bestowed 
on the Swift; but this and all other literary tasks were fre- 
quently interrupted in consequence of a step which he took 
early in the year. He had now at last the near prospect of 
emolument from his Edinburgh post. For, connected with the 
other reforms in the Scotch judicature, was a plan for allowing 
the retirement of functionaries, who had served to an advanced 
period of life, upon pensions — while the effective Clerks of 
Session were to be paid not by fees, but by fixed salaries of 
L.1S00; and contemplating a speedy accession of income so 
considerable as this, he resolved to place himself in the situ- 
ation to which he had probably from his earliest days looked 
forward as the highest object of ambition, that of a Tweedside 
Laird. — Sit mihi sedes utinam senectm! 

And the place on which he had fixed his views, though not 
to the common eye very attractive, had long been one of pecul- 
iar interest for him. I have often heard him tell, that when 
travelling in boyhood with his father from Selkirk to Melrose, 
the old man desired the carriage to halt at the foot of an emi- 
nence, and said, “ We must get out here, Walter, and see a thing 
quite in your line.” His father then conducted him to a nide 
stone on the edge of an acclivity about half a mile above the 
Tweed, which marks the spot — 

Wiere gallant Cessford’s life-blood dear 

Eeeked on dark Elliot’s border spear. 

TMs was the conclusion of the battle of Melrose, fought in 
1526, between the Earls of Angus and Home and the two chiefs 
of the race of Kerr on the one side, and Buccleuch on the other, 
in sight of the young King James V., the possession of whose 
person was the object of the contest. This battle is often men- 
tioned in the Border Minstrelsy, and the reader will find a long 
note on it, under the lines which I have just quoted from the 
Lay of the Last Minstrel. In the names of Shirmisli-Jield, 
Charg&-LaWj and so forth, various incidents of the fight have 
found a lasting record; the spot where the retainer of Buc- 
cleuch terminated the pursuit by the mortal wound of Kerr of 
Cessford (ancestor of the Dukes of Roxburghe), has always 
been called Tum-again, In his own future domain the young 
minstrel had before him the scene of the last great Clan-battle 
of the Borders. 


On flu* IJtliisi I » hr wnlrn tiiun ft* lliiliHiit vih% 

** .\!y Ira.Hi' isf A irl 1.4 utif, | h;ni4 I Hri% ri*4i»Ki*ii 

t-n |iiirfltaHr a nirrr i«l vtruuutl jitiflirirui fur a illiil II fr‘W 

’riirrr an* i\v** ruhrr rt' whirll miti llli% 

hut. I«tth woiihl itiiikr ii vrry ilr.HiraMr |trH|irrf y Tliiyv 

Mtrrt.uh tlir Ihvmh Mil llir u|»|inNitr jiMlr f'r«t|ii SiUlii’r^ 

villr, ulul ruiiltl hr Ii.-mI fur hrl wmi h./OIMI aliil I, Klfllll nr 
riilirr fur iihuut. half tlir nuut. I li.u** iiriiisu*i 

tluuigiilri 4»r Mlir r»r niU-f-it luivr rmair'.i* In iii\' |irii 

in liuiku tlii^ lliatfrr lUiay. ’Thr iViU'4! ia tlir \ « Irir-fi 

tiuliii tiiiitlif liiiti HI ativaiM'iu^ liu hira-'r a ntiui thr fnii^ 

rirjht ni a lu'W ; 4U|»|«»4iii^ it fu hr iiunii' |4iyahl*' 

wtllitii ii yssir at- lartlirat truin tlir luirit I** 

wlitrli wiiiilil !»r M.-iHiHilud t«» iiiy |uir|«»a«’. Vrl thr laiily «»l I hr 
laikr i'liiiiu I4IIU11 liMinr, I liiivr a Irltrr tlu.4 giving iii«^ 

guiitl Ilf my ''rmwiiry liimiiirmi liritig iairriril lliruiigh; if 

iliiH filiirH, I will hiiy l«»ih itir hlilr fariii>i, ttiiif'li will 

givr iiifi II milr i»f IliM liiuuttiftil turn uf 'rwiaal alwivi* Uiiiii Cuui 

- if iifii, I will ruiithm iiiymAf tu tnw. It in |irM|irr Juliii mnl 

3HUI nliiiuhl Im nil nuuii tin jHiiiiHlih^ a|»|iriHi4i uf t|i«‘'4r mv inf mis- 
tiMim, wtiiuli I hrlirvM VHti will tliuik rruniuuihh’ HI m> niiuiiiiMin 
iiml Hi tiiy vvliilu 1 imiy 3^^! Iiu|w’ tu ?sit iimlrr fli*' »liinlr uf 
II irriMif my iHvii |iliititii}g. I h«*j»M thm will givr 11 

Ktnri Its itii Hmlrrunmirfi ; I imniiri’ ymt I ntmll n|»iiri’ mi 
fluliii iiHWi Irmt liin iitiimliuii tu liiuir lim liiimln i»f llir^ 

nliii'k* iiinl III iakiiig in im hit In iin lii^ riiii iii tlm 

wiiy uf niirtiiiiigis in nliuri* ruMlJiin mir wliirli urn iil 

|irnii*uti full iiitmli fur uiir liiilhwi** 

It ttHitilil tilt iluiihi liiivi^ Inmii wiiin littl, In Imy Ifiinl ill nil iiiitii 
lin liiiit Hwii ilin *rrniiniiry iirriiiigimmiii ini In Ihm i'lurkfitii|t ruin- 
|ilrtfn| — « iiiiiil hr Iiiiil ruiiijih’luif iilmi llin nil irlilrli li«’ 

rrliiHl iiiii.iiily fur iliu |nirrhiii4miiiutiiyy ; iilwivn iiJI, iintil 
rr-rfril hifi miiln •/* Inil hr runiriilwl tiimurtf willt uiip uf |!ip 
fiiriiii, iliiii riiiiniri.wiiig ilm Hmim «tf i'mahmVti ; Ihr 

Wit lithiig -v.- uf whirh wim tMirmifrit uf tiH^i 

liriiilirr, lliijur iluliii Hwil* ihn nittnr* hy ilir lliilhititiiirtt* 

fill tlw iirrtiriky nf ilii» luiiilHiwihiiitwl E*ilinhy. 'flir wlh’r, I hr 
lirv. Dr, liutililig ihu livniin uf Ihihyihinhn iii llir Hiiiiir 

liriglitMiiirliutut, iiiurnr «iii llir |*ru|»ilv, aiul hi» 

iilftirti iti will t mil iili it liitil Nmn liiitilwtt tu uitw ifri|4** *4 iiia, 
lung liinl mi iiiirrtiw ilmt likmiwil tl lu a hlm^k luiit' wimIi, 
It mil fruitl tliw «f Ihw huiiinilripl t** liritr "rtirn 

amt liiw iMwiiimttiiMi iIip ihiiiip uf th *^ /lurltirV In 

tlii isiiwi III iiiitiiisr Irimii iiiiiirkt whiwli iln iliirl ptfiiiglil Itstitrui 
r 



iiow IkumIIv Ih* lariii cnuLsiHliHl ul ;t n 

hiluyh aloiig haukH t>r tin* riviT, aiui a inwt uf 
ground btdiind, all in a iiiulraiiii’ti, tt 

enclusnd, nmt*.h of itcovoreii with tin* iiativo hoatli. 
was small and poor, with a ecuiiiiHUi : 

a Btaring barn oti tlio othor; wltili* in Iron! a|i|»«*ari* 
})ond eovorod with ducks and duckwiHHi, fruin wliirh 
ton( 3 numt had doriviMl tin* tiidiarinoniium tlvHiunutwu 
JMe. But the Twi‘od was t^vrrytliiiig to him ^ . a 
river, ilowitug bri>ad aiui bright a ImhI uf \ 

bins, utdcHH Inu’e anti then* wlnu’e il tlarkciit^d into a t 
oviU'hung as yet oidy l>y tin* birches ami ablers whirl 
vivtul tin* staitdii‘r gn)Wth td' the primitive BereMt ; mv 
hour that In*, took possessitm he t*laimetl Ibrhis biriit Ih 
tlu'adjoiniugyto’d, sit uattnl just above t!u* iidlux t»f tin 
tributary (htla. Aa might i>eguessi*ti friun the naiiiiM 
forti^ these lauds hml all bcdonged of ohi to t!i«? great 
Melrose; and iutbed the I hike of lliierleurh, as the I 
r6pr6Bent4itive of that religious iirothiudiocsl, still ret, 
seignorial rights over them and almost all the siirroiii 
trict. Another feature of no small inien*st in H«’oit’s 
an ancient Homan road lemliug from tlie Kihlon liil! 
ford, the remains of which, howiiv«*r, are now mostly 
from view amidst his iiumerouH |diiniatiiuw. 11ie in 
ful and puduresque of all the monastic ruins in Hem 
Abbey of Melrose itself, is visible from many |Hiiiits i 
mediate neighbonrhotnl of iln^ house; ami last, not leu 
rising gronml ftdl in view' across ilm rivt*r, the travi 
still observe the ehit^f tramps of that ctdtdiraied I Iritis 
the (MmiL Hueh was the tmrribu'y on wliielt Ids 
aye alremly beheld rich pastures, emliosmiied aiiiong It 
groves, where his e.hihlren’s eliildreii should lliiiiik tin 
To his lirother-indaw Mr, Chirpentiw he writ4*s, I liiii 
a propertv extmnling along the Imnks «d tlw riv«*r T 
about half«-ivnule. This is the grtmtot iiicdilfiit w 
lately taken nlima in our domestic coiicerini, iiini I m 
we are not a little proud of kdng greeted ns lniitl iin 
MbotBjhrd, We will give a gTiiiici fidii wlieii w« tiii 
sion of it, and as we are very ekmnM in this 
Seotts in the country, from the Duke to tli« jmmtml, «l 
on the green to the bj^pims, iiiicl drink whisky piiiitd 
Abont the gum© time he tolls Miss lliiillitu — « M, 
about my eottege go on,^ My jircseiit iiileiiiioii k to f 
two spare bed-rooms, with dressing-iwms, taeh of w 





on a pinch have a couch bed ; but I cannot relinquish my Bor- 
principle of accommodating all the cousins and duniioastleSf 
who will rather sleep on chairs, and on the floor, and in the hay- 
loft, than be^ absent when folks are gathered together; and truly 
I used to think Ashestiel was very much like the tent of Perie- 
banou, in the Arabian heights, that suited alike all numbers of 
company equally i ten people fill it at any time, and I remem- 
ber its lodging thirty-two without any complaint. As for the 
go-about folks, they generally pay their score one way or other ; 
and to confess the truth, I do a little envy my old friend Abon- 
hassan his walks on the bridge of Bagdad, and evening conver-. 
sations and suppers with the guests whom he was never to see 
again in his life ; he never fell into a scrape till he met with 
the Caliph — and, thank G-od, no Caliphs frequent the brigg of 
Melrose, which will be my nearest Bialto at Abbotsford.^^ 

In answering this letter, Miss Baillie says, very prettily * — 

Yourself and Mrs. Scott, and the children, will feel sorry 
at leaving Ashestiel, which will long have a consequence, and 
be the object of kind feelings with many, from having once 
been the place of your residence. If I should ever be happy 
enough to be at Abbotsford, you must take me to see Ashestiel 
too. I have a kind of tenderness for it, as one has for a nian^s 
first wife, when you hear he has married a second.’’ The same 
natural sentiment is expressed in a manner characteristically 
different, in a letter from the Ettrick Shepherd: — Are you 
not sorry at leaving auld Ashestiel for gude an’ a, after being at 
so much trouble and expense in making it a complete thing ? 
Upon my word I was, on seeing it in the papers.” 

In January 1812, Scott entered upon the enjoyment of his 
proper salary as a Clerk of Session, which, with his sheriffdom, 
gave him from this time till very near the close of his lifo^ a 
professional income of L.1600 a year. 

The next of his letters to Joanna Baillie is curious, as giving 
his first impressions on reading Ghilde Harold. " It is, I think, 
a very clever poem, but gives no good symptom of the writer’s 
heart or morals. Although there is a caution against it in the 
preface, you cannot for your soul avoid concluding that the 
author, as he gives an account of his own travels, is also doing 
so in his own character. How really this is too bad : vice ought 
to be a little more modest, and it must require impudence at 
least equal to the noble Lord’s other powers, to claim sympathy 
gravely for the ennui arising from his being tired of his was- 
sailers and his paramours. Yet with all this conceit and assur- 
ance, there is much poetical merit in the book, and I wish you 



would road it." A niuuth ho writo.s iit a. sin 

Morritt. (May but oinudiidos thus: ** 'riu> 

wholo. a piooo of ox! raoniiiiary powor, and 

author with our iirst juad-s." 

Lord Byron was, I ntani no! say, I In* luiiiii* obj« 
this soaHtJU in tin* iasldotiabh* Ui»r!d <<1' Li»iHb»ii; 
Priuoo Rt'goui owo tho sub.sts|uout luoUilil oss «»t' t 
to any nt^gh.u*t on hin part.. Mr, Murray, llio |»u: 
Ronuuint, on hoariug, on tho 2*dth td' diiito, Luii 
(H)uuiof his introduotion to his luwa! Iliidiiio.HS, c*i 
i)y (‘.oininunioating it to Sootf, iio laivtlit afford tin 
of siudi a, porsonal oxplanatiou botwriui liis t\u* |«»i 
as should ol)littu‘at<^ \vha!t‘vor painful foidiiiits hat! 
allusions t-o Manuion in tin* !*aigbs!i IhtrdH and Sr 
(u\s ; and this goodniaturod stop hail tho dt-sirof! i 
Wlu'tlu'r or not S»‘ot1 snppo,soi| that B} ron had i 
Murrays movaniioni, I oannot say; hut thr soldo 
fondod party oonsidorod that it hooaiuo luin to la 
tivo. fn his tirst lottor to Byron, aftor soino wa 
Ohildo Handth he passes to tho <»h I Mariidon sfnrv 
ptmin, my Limh was ao/ writ ton upon oontr: 
of inonoy — though it is toofmi** tluit it was Hohl a 
in a very unfinishod Htiito (whioh I liavo Hiiioi* i 
onabh^ mo to oxtri<‘ato my sol f from si am* ongago 
foil Hinldonly upon mt\ by tho uiioxpia’trd miiitorfii 
m^ar relation. Ho that., ttM|Uoto .Htafuti* and proon 
oonio uiulor tluMuisi' oitod liy duvoiia.!, thmigh not. 
OKtroiuity of tho olussio author - 

Ksurit, intacWmii Biirlill iilni vmdli Amivrii, 

Ah for iny attmdimont to litoratnro, I sarrilioial for 
of {uirsuing it very fair tdianoos of iipiilmii'o aiiil 
honours, at a time of life whim I fully kinnv fltoir ^ 
am^not^aHhamod to say that in lioriving mlvaniagr* 
sation from tho partial favour of tho imblio, I tiiivo 
comforts arul oh^gancios h) a l«ir« 
your Lordship’s giHsl souse will i^asily |iiil iliiM ' 
egotism to the right iwmomit, for--M.}piiigIi 1 ili» n 
motive would make mo fmt4m hrto roiitroversy wi 
an m\fair literary critiii — ! may bu well oxeitiiPti I 
clear my imrscmal charimtor from nuy tingp of n 
sordid feeling in the eyes of a «*oiit4*iiHMirii.ry of go 
Lordship will likewise |ieriiut mo in mid, iiiai yiiii 


fill’ ttf iIhh s*%|*la!tutiuii, funl I linf, iiiitlrffilrMnl 

lilt’ I'iatiri’ alhulrsl Im had ht'iai ,nil|‘|*rraarih In r«^ 
|jriiiirct, Ff»r iti a |»i'r luslua^ »»n \titir I a»riiiiliif*‘ji tmu 

liiiiuh I iiifriilH.ti ijf iij.tknu-: afip»-.il liy i^r I l!ri»ii,|.,rli 

JHII to till' |*lll»ilt% MUirt» my tnsii hahita nf hfr }i;iir rniilrrril 
my iiririH’i* a,H to uvarioo laiiianly I mo ’* i,ori| 

IlyroM Hi airntti-r imya ; “I Irrf fhaf \ mi •'■JiMtilii lom- 

If. Wotih ttlalr Hofti-O Itir ovjl ttotk.:, ol' iu,% lo ai .litr-, 
ilH till* liilHir \H Vi*lHuhu-ihi, am| your r \ yliJiai lou 

IM Irto kiln! not to KO'vr liio |»aitj. ’I'ho r^.iliru Iiaii ttriflni « |j»-ii 

I wm vury yoiiint and wis ainryv. .lud fully hm! on di-ydav 

iiiy wnith ami my uH.ami mnv I am haiintnl hv Iho irlior.io 
of iny tt'lutlrMuh’ aaarrf uma, | oaiiiiol »ai!||rsfnf |y flianli yon lor 
ytitir ftriiims iiml mov, uaivni,a mviit'lf, Ivi mr^ talk to” iou of 
ilio l*rim‘o Ho oriforml mo to |ir«’iiriii«a| lo liiiii al 

II hall; ami aftrr aoiim nayaiiiOu |Hnmlhirly |»Isuimii |4 I'roiii loinl 
!i|nu im to my own alt**m|»m. Iio l.ilkml t»’i mo of' you iind voitr 
iiiimorialitioii ; lii^ lirofi’ri’ini you to r-vrry hard fuiai and jui'a 
iniit iimt iiaknd whudi of ymir %vork'i |d«%mod mo moat ft %\iin 
aditliruli i|im?4t}oii. I ama%i*rfMh 1 fhoi^tlii thr hay, Ho .-Hiid 
Ilia owtiojiuiitm wam mmrly mmilar, In a|*r,ikif»i-: of thr otiiiTin 
I told liim tliiii I llioi}|,*|i! y»ni morn |»ai!uailarl\ llir |.or1 of 
/Viarr^t. aa Mri/ imvor a|»|«’armi mor#’ fmii’iuatiiif: fiiau in .Mar-’ 
miou ami llu’ Lady of Hm laikr. Ho waa |i|oa-?*od to roinmhu 
amt to dwidi on tlm ilmmrsoltou of ymir .Iamrniu4 m im Ii’nii 
royal than j»ootiraL ili^ n|»o\o altrrnatrly of Homor atid your 
w 4L ami lirriiiod w«d! iM**|muulod witfi Uilfn I dofy \|'iirriiv 
to liav*^ iv%arM-a*rati'd hin UoyaJ ll 4 dHnw*'« o|»iiijoii of imir 
litiwora ; luii si may yon idtuianro to hoar llial it ii'iifi r-oii 
viyyofl ill laiiitnagn wliirli would only foiflrr hy iiiv 

to tnitiai’fil w** ii. ; ami ivstli a ami hod,!’ wlimli uio n 

Vf^ry IokIi itlmi of liif* ahililii^n and in*i’iim|«lsidiiiiinilin whiiii | 
Itail liitlunio f’lifomlrroil im I’oiilinod to woiiiirrj* rmlaiuU ;m|»r 
rior ill itiinm of any living tjrnihmmH-** Hmit sminrilmlrh 
(Jiityjlil rrjoiiiial in forma of frank kiiiiliimoi, 
to vi?iii liiiii Ilf. Aiil*otidi»r«l, wdioro li«i had now n’fdiihliuhi d loni 

»idf. Aiilioiigh/* ho aayn. *» | am living in a gaidt'Uoi'n hui, 
mill idtlioiiiifi tlio iidjannil rnina of Mtdrofa' Lni' lifllr fo 
tint! who. him mwn ilnmo of Athnifi* yrl, idionld 
t4ikii II liitir W'ltirh in an faulnotijihlo at. ihiii 1 ^dionld 

vury tiiijifiy lo Itiivii asi i*f snlri,Mlnritifr loii to ain 

thing roiiiarkiiliip in my fiitImrIiMnh 1*lio fmi, or hiliall t luJy 
tlip sagi** A|it‘i!unu tliiii waw, Liiily iHii'y Ihiit ifi, 1*1 mKiri ti# #|irw* 
IIS litiw iiiiirli liidrfiro Imida hit lliiiii|ttirt^y ; ftn 


your Lordship sot*s, as tht* oiti/.on\s wilV says in ilo' tart‘i\ 
‘ 'rhr(‘;idiM‘fdIt‘ has soint' rhariiis/ siiH*o llioy proritrt^ us 

such foltdjraitui visitantH. As for nH\ I wmilti rallo'r rross- 
(pH'stioa your Lonlship alnnit tiu* tiutsido of rariutssiis, ituiii 
Itnirii iht^ uaiuro of iho oouft*nts of a!! t-lio i»tlior iiioiiiitiiiiis iti 
tho world. Pray, whoa lualiT ‘its idisuly oaiitipy * ditl ytui 
lu«ir anyiluaijf of t-lu^ ooitdiratod Pt*oasiis Somo say lio liiis 
lusui brought, off witii othor t•urio^d^J^^^ to Poataiii, aiol lunv 
ooviU’H at. 'rattt*r.sa.rs, I wouhl fain liavo a {'rtau him 

out. of my lit.tlo um>s.s- 1 rotipor’.s tlalhiuay. am! i thmk \««ur 
Lordship can toll mo loos t<» >ot alnm! iPa^ I rrr’M 'jo «' hm 
iruo paoos in tho hi.i;h iiiot I ]»*»! ih'M'nptmn af Ah P.n’h.i’,. mih 
iiiry ot mrt." 

d'ho oorrospondouoo thus iu*‘:un orolou;.;; a-»:aiim-d a tnur of 
tiiiafhs'tod friondlim‘ss otpuilly homtiuaLlo f«» InUh tho .o laral 
(suHpid.itors, without rivalry, for tho favour of fJio liloiaiy 
world. 

Tho dato of tlic* lot tor Iasi i|m»toil iiauiiHliatoly prooodi'd tliai 
of SooiPH HoooutI mootitig with unothor iff tlio ioosl il lust nous 
of his cuntom|)orarioH. Ho had toot Havy at .Mr. Woi'iIh 
worth's whoa ia tho first Hash <»f his ndohril v ui LHiH. and 
boon, as oao of his loitors statos. uaioh dolii.ddo«l with *‘tlir 
siniplo aaci aaallt‘ototl stylo of his hoariag 'tho luiiat atfrot^ 
ablo oharaotoristio of high goaius.‘* Sir lluuipliroy, miw at 
tho Huauuitof his faiuo, had ooaio. by Ids luarriaKo with Sruti’s 
aooourplishotl ridatioa. into pftHHtvHsa»a ot^ an torfiiius 

aad ho and his lirido wtu'o among tho tir,Ht tsf iho |iooi’s vifiit 
ants in iho original <‘abin at Ahhotsford. 

it was also this yoar that tho first oorr«v''4|ioiidonoo tonk phiro 
hoiwoou Soott and Lra.hho. Tlio oontrast of thiur opmiohirv 
stylos is highly amusing; for Mr. tTatfb* was m yH tlip 

simplo ooimiry cdmxynuui; hul llioro is soiiioiiung Lrlior liiati 
amustuuont to ho ilorivod from obsorving tln^ oordmi riinitdoiiro 
whioh a vory litilo intoroonrso wa.H sutlloionl to oiifaldisli l»p- 
twoou imm s«» dilToroiii from oaoh otiior in iiiost of iliif lialiiiri 
of: lifo. It will always ho otmsid«'*rotl iis nii«^ of Iho loosi |ilriyo 
ing poiudiariiios in Hoott s liistury, that lio mm llio frioinl uf 
ewry groat c'ontomporary poot: yot I I’oiihi liurtlly nmtm^ mio 
of tlioia who* manly iirinoiplos and iho niilrnitinn iif liiprii:-' 
ture fi|iarL hmi inany points of rosoinhlaiiro to liiin ; aini miridj 
not ono who hinl fowor than Oahbn 

Ho had limdly loft A.Miostiid at Wliit.siiiilid«»; fiiiii iJio thy 
whon this ooourrod was a sad ono for niain a pinir iioiglilMiiir 
— ior thoy losL liotli in him amt his wifo, vi»ry gonoriiiii iifu-' 



RKMtnWL T(i AmtOTHFOUih 


In stifh a ulun*, aiunaf.^ tiu' fVw t'vils whirh ctniiiftT 
lialaijri* .su luaiiv gnnst in tin* (*(ni(ii! i«ni t»f ihn |ina.Hatiirv, 

I hr* ufllir! iin,.,^ }:4 tin* wan! uf ai*tM‘.sn to iiHalira! aclvit’i'. An 

far aa flair nifaiia an«i alull w<mhi ?,a>, thi*y liatl hutli ciniin 
llnir iiInnrHt !*» .-aijiply thia want; aii»l M rs. Saot !, in partianlar., 
had math* it Inn* lanunaan In \ i:af tin- :at'k in Ihrir acattrnn! 
fHlhnn'H, and hrfiluwrd «*n IIh'Ui thr fnutiiiia of hrr nindiriin*- 
(dii’at aa \ud! ua id iht* lardin' and r*'llai\ uuh tin* :>ann* 
uiiwt*a,rna| liindnraa fhal I nhniTVad in h»i* affarwarda aa lady 
uf A hi Hit. 'd Mid. 'rinir rhildriii mnM'inhnrrd thi* |»aiiin!.; aiaiu* 
na nun nf unnd\i‘‘l alHitiion hut d had had ila lii^'htrr fna! ■ 
tirira. t hn I’lni^ll.Hh Iriniida wImUU Staat uwnd tu hi.H 

frfa|unnt vtaila at Ht»k«*hy, nniii^ hat! a tuKlmr |dati‘ iu Ida 
laniard tliau I..atly A! vanli\v, thn vvid<»w td' tlin tidnliratml rliitd- 
dui-iitriMd' tin* (‘liiiunou Tlraa. I'n hii\ tai tin* Ifatli, hi* Huyn, 
Idin ii*i|{tdH»nrn havi^ hiaii tnunli tfidiaddia! willi ih«^ |»n»- 
I’liirtiiiii *d” liiy fuiiiiturn, iti whiidi nht HWniai.H, !h»wh, targnlH, uinl 
ta.ni‘i*H, luudi^ a vnry auurtnii'Uiiua almw. A fanuly nf turk«»ya 
\va-H ai.«T«uiiiiM»da!-«'«l wdlnti l!t»* hi’lnirt id’ atiur pi’tnf idirvalirr 
pf aiii'iiiii ll**rdrr laiui' ; and tin* v»*ry t'lava* hi' au|-th! I kinnv, 
%v'nri^ I'lnariiiil liaiiiiri’H and tnuakiia. I amasrn yniir lady- 
f4|ii|i tliiii iliia raravan* uffiinh'd hy a dii/iii nf raiji^nii may 
jiiiiaiiiil tdiihiriii* nirryin^l fiaiiiun-mda lunl aiirarH^ ami hiiiliiin 
|nuinya» grny Iniiiinli'it lunl M|»aiii«dH, wmdd* im ti rrtiHanii tin* 
tti*iah liavr iiirniahntl in* had Htihjnni fur tin* |Minih iind riiilly 
rpiiiiiidiat liin iif uiin uf itn^ grtiujtna uf Idiilliii ii|«iit tlirdr 

litiindid*' 

11n^ iini’niijiary iiltiiiiiiuttn nit iltn tdil fitniidtciitin ifiitit«*iii’ 
iitrly ruiiiiiiiiiniil ; liiid hnriitinit raiding itn rtwif mid |irt»jwtiiig 
iiiiiiit’ Iff iliP liitt-nr windiava, a rinitir jiundi, ii aii|ijiIi*iiiPiilii.l nut- 
tiign at «iiin lunl, iiinl a hniuiaiu l«i tfm mmllt mnni iiimln tliinr 



CHAPTEE VII. 


Publication of Rokeby and the Bridal of Triermain — Commer 
ties — Reconciliation with Constable — Death of Weber — Vi 
Shetland, Orkney, and Hebridean Islands — Publication of 1 
Works of Swift — and of Waverley. 1812-1814. 

This was one of the busiest summers of his busy life 
12th of July he was at his post in the Court of Session 
every week ; but every Saturday evening found him t 
ford, to observe the progress his labourers had ma 
doors and without in his absence ; and on Monday ni| 
turned to Edinburgh. Even before the Summer Ses 
menced, he appears to have made some advance in hij 
for he writes to Mr. Morritt, from Abbotsford, on tl 
May — As for the honse and the poem, there are t'' 
sons hammering at the one, and one poor noddle at tli( 
so they are both in progress ; ’’ and his literary tasks 
out the long vacation were continued under the saui 
disadvantage. That autumn he had, in fact, no room 
himseK. The only parlour which had been hannn 
habitable condition, served at once for dining-room, 
room, school-room, and study. A window looking to 
was kept sacred to his desk ; an old bed-curtain was : 
across the room close behind his chair, and there, ' 
the spade, the dibble, or the chisel (for he took his f 
in all the work on hand) was laid aside, he plied his p( 
ently undisturbed and unannoyed by the surrounding ( 
of masons and carpenters, to say nothing of the lad_ 
talk, the children's babble among themselves, or the 
tion of their lessons. The truth no doubt was, that 
his desk he did little more, as far as regarded ^poetry, tl 
down the lines which he had fashioned in his inirul v 
suing his vocation as a planter. By and by, he says i 
— ^^The acorns are coming up fast, and 'Tom Purcl 


fMiiiifiiiii iiiy in nn invtT.w nil in, Hinkn tc» 

Hr llrii uiiiln !ii;il hr ha.i at Ira.Ht hrrn rrlirvinl <if iitir uf luM 
thiily {.iliHitn-i, firii ut hruniu' Ium hoy Walfrrhi hy “a 

|.'id!Hiii ,HtMi tif ! It*’ rlinrrln wIm< uillt ««iir Iri.^ uf wiunh mill im- 
nfltrr tif ivalk'i !«♦ aiiil Iru frnin Mrlrn.'ir rvrry day fur tliai 

|iiir|«r4r/* lliia uatH ,M i% Urisri-'r ’rjiriiinnu, :*nii ti!' flit* niiiiiHt.rr 

tif tt liHj \\ iirn ! hr liiMfir aflurdt-'il hr*f In* a»’r« ♦itiiuuihtfiun, 

wa:?-i and ri !iit iiiurd ti»r many y«’arrttu hr tlniHr-a irai nl at AldiolH- 
ftir«h y^ruti hail a! ay *1 a |»ai't irtilar triM{rriii--r» tn\uirdH iirrr.uUH 
atllnirii 11 till any liwiddy iiii.HiMrInnr; iimi 'riitMu.'^rn, whuar Irg 
liad lir*ni aiii|iii! atrsi in mrir*|nrisrr «*f a rmurji raaiialty uf Ida 
liuyliiMtth tiad a nharr III Iiih favuiit’ frnm llir !ii|*h Hjdrit 

WItll tt'liirli lir rr!i|-'.rd at tlir tliiir tii hrlrilV lllt^ imilir tif 
riitii|i:iiii«*ii lliat liad tti*rii.MM»nrd hiH iiinl ruiitiiiurtt rvrr 

jil’irrwardM !ii at riii'iH*’' a|,?aiiirit ilaiinHadvaiitiivtrH. 'riill, vi|.^uruiirt, 
iiiiilid.ir, a liui-Hmian, iiml rs|»ri1 at tlir irk, 

Hrui'i^r turmiHt a valuahlr iia wrll aa jnrlurrHf|nr mlilitsun !ti 
itir lull i»f lilt' lirw hard, win id’lrti aaid, ** In ihr Ihiiididr, 
tikr^ iiiyarif, iimdi’iil liiia HjHnIrtI II ra|»ilal lifr-yi^tiardiniiMii.*' 
Hifi miyiy i»dtli!.ii''»fi and «aa*rnit irji irH in mi di‘i*r**r inlrrfrml 
till'' rrHitrri dnr |u lii*i aiiuahlr- !rr|iii:|,»a, n|»ri|{hi |aiinr i|»lr:4, 
jiinl iiiiiiiid ; nrr did ihuninw Vh^i^nnuH at alt «|iiarrrl 

ill afli^r iHiir'i walli tlir niinrr^iill rrrdmrr rf ihr lir4|tilHnil’hiMtd 
iliiil hr had l'll|•|lndlrd many fralnri*n t^r thr unmiliihlr jirrimm- 
iigr ttdiiitir dr«ii| 4 iialniii t«i nrarly fra«nnh!in| lii» uwii ; ami if 
iirvrr lim liinid “ 111 II u* hi.H iiind* hr ividl 

Icliinr It Wiia iiul frr uf rariirni ami irti||>ritiiliiniri| iiiirr^ 

rr.iiriiiiti on llir |»ari *d' thr iinlliurof tiny BiliiiinrriiiK. 

Fur liiaiiy i mini Hri»tl had iimiMtuimai hiiitfirlf Iti jipHmwl 

III tlir rs»iri i»f |»*i«d.ry lih»ti|| willt llilll iif |frn«r ritKiifii 

Ilf viirnsiiti i|r:?irri|:»l i Iml, il ist a rniiarkaldi’ f’ari that hr 
idiuiir Ihni uf |ti’r|tfdnid iirnl hiiHllr, ivlirm hr Isml 

list! inim a (I'iiiiiiiirr Iiuii.imi ti» liitnwdf* f«»r llir nmv 
td rari') iiiif uli I'ltsi tiurina ill ihr iliiir aiiil lilts !*«* 

Ifstliitiil liir ftrii%;V lillninr «d lilii Sii’ift, tf* miV imtln 

niif Ilf |i>*riin' in4ilt*aa in %%"}i|idi tlir Ikilhiniyiir^i frmii day 

fu ihii, railing for itir strtiii»liinri» nf tim jiidgiiiriit iiiid Iim |trii. 
In fliu ?mi«4r h^ttrr in whirli Frukiim lirkinni Irdgrt^ itm rr«an|il 
Ilf’ tlir liffil loiif jiitguf! «if Ii*»kidn% Itn iitfianiM alim !<» tlir Hrnhll 
td Tiirriiniiii :w in taind jjrugrrm, Hrriaiii fraginriit’j uf" 
iiliirli mriiiififird m l«dtig iiiftrrtrd in Ihr HrgiHti^rof IKit 
iSipfrr llir giii%r of I iniialliiii^ of Wiillrr liad gitlriirtwl 

riifiiinirtaldi^ tlir wf tlirir imtliur^lil|t wii« wrll 

> ami hy iwniir inmiw, m%m In lit# ilirr^dril rsrriri nf 



.Kdinburi,^]!, tlic^ ludii*!' hat! |>rrv:tltnii ili;it ftiin- raati^ 

iVtau iu’skiiH*. hati mt 8tM»u<*r Iiih liiiritiiiii a?4 

to K.ok(‘hy, tlian lu‘ nnsttlvtai ft* |»au8** Uim* fi» fiiiii’ iii tia 

f,oiiiposit.io!i, anti woavt* Untst^ fraiiiiioalM intti a liidttia' 
to ho puhliishtnl aiHatynmusly, in a Hinall vt4tiiiii\ a.H ii**a,i-iy as 
posHihh* on tho sanuMlay with tho uvttwtnl t|nar!^t. 
great aiunHeiinaii from t.heetiiuparisoiiH whiofi llie eritirs wuiiltl 
no (loulit indulgt* tlnnitHidves in tlrawing bet weim liiiii-Helf and 
thin huml>le eantiitiale ; am! Mrskine giuttbhuiiiitureiily riiterril 
into tlie s(‘henH% niuhniaking Itt tht unthing wliieli .Hlisnilii of* 
ftHd-ually Hnp|»rt‘ss thtMiotitm of his ha\uigset Iiiiii.hi'II' itp a,H 
a modt^Ht rival b) his fritnni. Nay, In* suggested a furl her ri» 
hnenu'nt, whit'h in flu* siM|uei ha*! mt small t-diare in the sui’ 
e(‘ss of this liith* plot upon flu* sagaiuty tif the rmaewi'ra. 
pnnauit,'* he writes, *Miny tlisetivery from your prosr% what tiiiiik 
you of putting down your ideiis €»f wliiil the prefaeo inighl. to 
contain, and allowing me to write it imw? Ami jierlnips a 
<piizzing rewiew might he eom^CM'datld' This Itiiil wiw wideiiiiio; 
and among other parts of the prefimo kiTlio llridal of Trieriiiitsii 
which “ threw (nit the knowing ones/* certain Cirt^ek i|uot.iit.iiiii« 
are now aecoimted for. on his part, appears to have 

BtudiouBly intm'woven into the |iiece alliisitnis to persiinal le«d» 
ingg and mimnmu'm more akin to his frieml’s history unit 
chanmter than to his owui; and he did so still more largely, 
when rtspeating this exptuument, in Ilandd tli*^ IhntntlivHs. 

The same post wliieh eonvcyved Krskine’s letteriilwive iptfited, 
hrouglit him an (spially wise and kiml one in answer In a fri'nli 
applituition for details about the Valley at the Heott 

had promistHl to spend part of this imfnmii with ; Inif 

now, busied with his |jlanting. and eoiitinuiilly urged l:*v Ihi.l- 
lantyne to have tfm Quarlo rtunlv by t ‘hristiiiiis, he woiilil will- 
ingly have trusted his friemFs kmnvledgc in pliiee of Ins mvii 
resciarcdi. Morriit nrgimtly represmited, in reply, the eii|iPili. 
en((y of aleisurcdy personiil iimpi*ction; adiiitig, slnill iilwiiys 
feel your friendship as an honour.* we all wish our lititiiiiirn li» 
be permanent: and yours promises mineiit leiiat a fair rliatire 
of nnmortality. I ho|Hi, liowever, yon will mit tililigittl tn 
write in a hurry. If yon want a few liumlrcfli iiiilejwticletit 
of these booksellers, your credit is no very giic«h now ilntl you 
have got rid of your Old Man of the Hea, ilmi ii ii nn gwmt 
merit to trust you, and I haiijmn at tlii« intitiiPtit tn liiitt# fiiu^ 
or six for which I have no sort of deiiniiul : «*-- mi riiltiitr tliiiii 
be obligecj to spiir Pegasns Iw^yomi tlie iMiwerfif piilling him up 
when he is going too fast, do eoimult your ciitii jiiilgniPtib 



lid! In ltd ri'M.Htt'ti. .\ldrritt'Vi i'rii'iiiH 

far a.i !«» hia itHaintniH*** at tuivui|( laum* i»f bin 

IhIIh li i.Ht'uliijl I’d ; uiiii hi’ flid Wri’k afii’r ii 

irau'lliiii-t Mil liMrM'hai'k, Ihh inn laiil lar! on t hs* 

wliih* Mrn. Si'mII linldWrii ill flid rHl'fiai’*'. 1 1 all a 
to 1'% jHHiiisi iho lirht fo liiM tiiflan lio iMiiinltliaf 

had lit*’ lioUhi* llii'ri* vdi'V la,i'i'rt\ 

'Villaei'* |U»iti!,ua% ov di'th 4 iig \\ith gra! it inh\ r\|M 
t‘* ha^o a iietui lor Iiih |ti»h!. 

ilriliuiH'd Ut flan |»io|tM,Hi4h HJitl iiuHiirtal iiiiiid iif»a! ||i; 
riiiiiil hr uoa*’ upja-ojirjala thiiii thi’ |«»ririiitiiri’ of’ - 
tiiiik.ird, mhu'ii alrritilv wiiraiiniiiitnl Iuh tlnumviiy. ’•* 
aiiiiilrr autii h.i^ tiof siiiiih’ an ill joli/‘ mml tlio liiinll 
1 monhl Isiin lm%«’ mon* with 

that. Iiiia hroni^di! ini^ .no inurh rualoin/’ Ho |iriiiiiir 
|lii.lliil«ni roiiy, iiml || to |,hf< iiiitlior, hi’-ggril 

Hi hnud .nuggi’Hi a niollo I'rnni I ho tali* of i’’h»sliloii l*’ir 

f.i|*iniin| llio lioiili at l-ho til'll! h nrono of" | ||0 lioro, un 

%%'HH lliiliiiniinlrly riisight !*)“ I n.nrn *’ 

l«,.4ior ■ 

’* Ihiitk* drlnb mill |»iwy 

For tho kind of Uioy,*' 

\Vr!!, my ftnmil/* nahl Ins inori^ womlit \ 

Vail iiooii hut. tiinko »*!ii i»ni* loilor in tlio fii'Ml' i4’ lli 
liini tiaiko yoitr umtiim nuin. Ilia 110*1 tiiini lia ooiiii’ii 
|iriiii h«’lwr»i*'ii Ilia jolly iii.liki|.rii iiinl ymir own llliliin 

* Mrink, wputy fillfrltii, 4riiili «ii4 

8iMilf Willi ih-lightiinl III fliiil. nil fil« raiiiril, tliii! ili 
turn Iniil iffl’rii ii«h*|sl«?ih iiioi h*r iitiglii I llin 

loginiil iiiiiy ntill rinihlir 

At llokahy hr- nniyiinail iiknit a ii“w4 , iiiii! Iioii 1: 
in wi4l Hi ; - • »* I'tio 

llftar ha ha liiinl ■ V«iii hitiii offaii gii’rii iiir 

fo|' rotitiun'it flow I want 11 g*n«l #r 

rlitiirli «»f ilia light aori>* W'a ri.itla Hill* ainl Ip’ lopu 
W'lillloii ill Iha anrlalil rttslla t|ini.i"l‘H'» of HtlK/lsal iifid ! 

of Kgglajilniia, | iihiiarrail him Holing doan 
iwniiiiir lilllr. iiVihMInwiirn lynl liarhn aii Iha ‘,4ilr of a 
tnnif lilit inifa nf tiny llni/il; iiinl o»#iii4 noi 

lilt?* tlipl m lia wim tii-il 1*1 tn#im milh in liin W'*ti 


iuhI priiiirnsi's wnuld hr an prrtira! u.s anv **l lia* huui 
bio phuiis hr was oxaiuiniiiK* ^ iaiiith‘‘*i. tn at Ihh 

{^onipulousnoss ; but. i uudorstinHl him u lira hr rrplinl, Mliai 
in naiuri', luu'solf twt> artunss wrrr t*x;oily alikta aiat lliai 
wbooviu* oopitnl truly what was briurr In.^^ r\«'‘a Wisilti 
the Haiuo varioty iu Ian ilrsrripf irns. ami rxliibii ;4p|»,irr!ii I v ait 
iniaginatiun an iKnuuUoHS as tin* rair.a* »‘t ua,!iirr nt ilir -u-t-ip-', 
ho rooordod; whoroas — wlirrvrr t rusir.l !«♦ iiiia.:.:i!iaf WMiibi 
soon faul his tavn mind rin'umsrribrd and i^nutrarird a trw 
favourito imagos, ami thr rr|ir!i!i«m td‘ llir-ir wmmI.I ur 

lattu* produt'o t-hat. vt*ry imui“t»uiy and b.u'r«'isiir-»‘4 wba'ii li.pl 
always hauntrd dtxsrripUvt* purtry in thr !tand.4y*r aiyv hut lli*^ 
patitmi worshipprrs nt truth. Itivsitira wliirh, hr ■-piid, * b^rai 
nain(‘S and ptaadiarilii'S luakr a llrl jlJrmH .Hfi*ry l«»rk hu inurli 
bottor in tlu^ tart*/ lu tart, irmu his liMyish liabita. hr was 
but half saiisiirtl with tho must histiitiful srnirry wluui lir 
c.ould not ouniHH’t witli it stmir linad Irkuuuh ami wlirn \\m 
furood Huimdanms to ounfVsH with thr Knifr^itriinlrr* ‘Siuri ! 
(irod ldt»sH you ! I havr mmo t<» tid!» sir* •■■lirwuubl biiud* amt 
say, M.hon let ub makr mtr — m»thiiii.t Ht> rasv m t.*» makr a Ira 
ditiund ” Mr. Morritt udtis, that hr had iu'uu|.d^t with Inin 
about half tho liridal of Trirrmain ■•■-ami iirumiHml hiim^rlf 
partic.ular Hatisfiwdiou in intfinfj a tmp Jrjf'rrii, 

Clrowdcul as this ytnir wms with multifariuiiH nirrs ami tasks 
•— tlio romauiu^ of lltdcrby was ftid-Hhrd lirfuri^ th*» ri*p4»i rd 
1812 , Tlumgh it hatl Ihsui lung in hand, thr M8. tirarfi. ahtiii 
dant ovidoneo of it^s Indiig thr pfhmt enra: Ihrrr «> 4 nt*ri at 
lo-ast r(‘a(dmd thr priiitrr through thr M«druMr |s»,st. • wnttrn 

on j[>ap(U’ of various sorts lunl si/rs —■ fnll of ld*»!s ami iiitrrlim 
oatiouH tlu^ (dosing (’ouphd-s of a dr, H|ia!rli ii«iw and iiirii 
ontunding thr pag(% and inntilatrd by thr bri^akiiig of lln* 
Ac'.cording to iln^ r(Hadlrrtiuii i»f air. <hiilrll, lliungli Jaiiiixs 
Ballantyno rtnul iho poinii, as thr sln^tds %vrrr iidvanriiig, to 
his usual (drtdt^ of dihttantu ilirir whispors wrri’ fjir fnnii r* 
citing in Kdinhurgh smdt lui inirnsity of r.i|irriatiiiii m Iniil 
bean witmsssod in tho ras«^ of itir Lmly uf lint I|r 

adds, howeycir, that it was hsiknd ft»r with mix- 

iety in the south. I wall rtniirinhrr, Isnng in tlnwi* liityn n 
young student at Oxford, how tlir IsMikstdlrrs* tlirrr 

were Iwileaguored for the rarlirst (mpirs, iiitii Imw In* ilial IiipI 
been so fortunate as to mnniw one was folluwiti to hm rliiiitp 
bers by a tribe of friends, all as eager to hear it ri'iiil m 
liorse-Jockays wore to mm the eomdiisioii of ii imilrh at Mew 
market ; and indeed not a few of those eiitlitisiiintie m:^iiiletiiie.ii 



had. bets depending on the issue of the struggle, which they 
considered the elder favourite as making to keep his own 
ground against the fiery rivalry of Childe Harold. 

On the day of publication (January 12, 1813), Scott writes 
gaily enough to Morritt, from his seat at the Clerks^ table : — 

The book has gone off here very bobbishly ; for the impres- 
sion of 3000 and upwards is within two or three score of being 
exhausted, and the demand for these continuing faster than 
they can be boarded. I am heartily glad of this, for now I 
have nothing to fear but a bankruptcy in the Gazette of Par- 
nassus ; but the loss of five or six thousand pounds to my good 
friends and school companions would have afflicted me very 
much. I wish we could whistle you here to-day. Ballantyne 
always gives a christening dinner, at which the Duke of Euc- 
cleuch ^ and a great many of my friends are formally feasted. 
He has always the best singing that can be heard in Edinburgh, 
and we have usually a very pleasant party, at which your 
health as patron and proprietor of Eokeby will be faithfully 
and honourably remembered.’’ 

It will surprise no one to hear that Mr. Morritt assured his 
friend he considered Eokeby as the best of all his poems. Tlic 
admirable, perhaps the unique fidelity of the local descriptions, 
might alone have swayed, for I will not say it perverted, the 
judgment of the lord of that beautiful and thenceforth classical 
domain; and, indeed, I must admit that I never understood 
or appreciated half the charm of this poem until I had become 
familiar with its scenery. But Scott himself had not designed 
to rest his strength on these descriptions. He said to his 
printer while the work was in progress (September), I hope 
the thing will do, chiefly because the world will not expect from 
me a poem of which the interest turns upon the character; ” 
and in another letter (October), think you will see the same 
sort of difference taken in all my former poems, — of which 
I would say, if it is fair for me to say anything, that the force 
in the Lay is thrown on style — in Marmion, on description — 
and in the Lady of the Lake, on incident.” Possibly some of 
these distinctions may have been matters of afterthought ; but 
as to Eokeby there can be no mistake. Of its principal charac- 
ters no one who compares the poem with his novels will doubt 
that, had he undertaken their portraiture in prose, they would 
have come forth with effect hardly inferior to any of all the 
groupes he ever created. As it is, I question whether even in. 

1 Charles Earl of Dalkeith became Duke of Buccleuch in January 
1812, on the death of Duke Henry his father. 



his proHt^ tluTo is anvthiiiL!: i*Ki|uiMi!t'ly iv mit-, 

UH as than tin* whuh* funtra^l tin* fm'ti riv<ii.H 

for the Iov(» of tJio lua'oiiHS JUid that IiiTuiim* lirrsi-if loiMa mry 
partic.iihir inion*Ht> at iai'lnal i<» iior. WritiiiKtn Kilni’Wiaiti 
ilvt‘. joars iifiar this liiao (iKl.S)Jjo s:iys» •• I havr ii»a rrad oiii^ 
of lay {HHaa.H siaao t.hoy worn |»riidoii. o\or‘|*! im.! la^t yfar fin* 
Lady of tlu^ Lak«% whioh I likod hrtlor than I lmi. 

not. wtdl onoap^h t.o indtaa* mo t<» k<‘ through tlio n-st ■ -aHii I 
may truly say with Maohoth ■“ 


I am afraid to ttduk of what Tvo ihmv - 
IaH>k oiff I dari* not. 

Tins irntch ai' I rm*ullort -tftir that, is noi si* oamly 

forgottoii) — t hat sh«* was utt«*m|*tod for iho o^i.nlmy |irrj-4oii of 
a htdy whci is now no iinu’o, so that I am |»iOlirnlarl) flaflrml 
with your (liHtingui.sldiiK it from thr ollmnu ^^hmli aro tu goii 
oral morn shadows/* I oaii havo m» iloulir that ilm lioly 
horo tilludoH wau tho t4»jooi of hts own niifortniiiilo first 
lovo; and as litilo, that, in tho romantir gmorostly, l»oih of 
tho youthful pcmt who fails to win lior fiivour, and of 

his chivalrous compotitor, wo liavo Udor*^ tis siuiiothiiot iiior«’ 
than a inmii shadow. 

In of thosi^ Kraocdul ohnnadors. I ho iiiiiiiilalilo ni'iniory 
on whn^h they aro prost*ntod» ami tin* sploinlnl vniioiu and 
thrillinK intorost of H(»voral ohapit*rs in tho Htory - •. Hurli as tlio 
opening intorviow tif Itortram and Wyoliif tln^ flight up tho 
clilTon tin* ( i rota. ■— tho first oniranooof thi* mivo at flrignall 
tlio firing of Itokoliy < ’irsilo — and tin* mitiisiropli*^ in Kgglr^- 
Btom'. Ahhc‘y; — in spito oortuinly of oKipiiMiioly Inippy liiirs 
profuHoly Hcatiorod throiiglami llto rvhofo fainiiMoiitioii/iinii of 
some d(d4M*hocl iinagos — that of tln^ aidiing of itm tropiml fitm 
in (Jfinto VL» for mcamplo--- wddeh w“crf» imvcr snrfiiisiii'il hv 
any poet;— in spite i»f all thoso merits, the mmunUmU^ inirrr*v>i 
of Eokehy was greatly inferior Lithmi of the Lmiy nf lli«^ Liike . 
nor has it ever siia**^ \nm% an nmeh ii faviiiirili^ wllli I he 
at largo ns any otla^r of his }M«*tieal rotmiiiei*#, lie imtnlmm tliin 
failure, in his Inirotiuctimi of IHim, partly li.t Itie riiiiinilly liii. 
poetical^ chariMder (if tlie Hounilheiuis ; hiil itirely llietr rluinir . 
ter has its poetioid aide also, had his prejtiiltee* alitrirtnl lniii 
to enter upon it« study with impartiiil syniiiiitliv. Ihirtlv lie 
blames the iiitiity of tliii publie nrur, wliieli liiiil liml mi ii’inrli 
of his rhythm, not only from himself, liiii frcuii iiitmli 

ing-birds, male and fmimle, all more or lesi iiptiliiiiiliml m tiimr 



iiiiti ii«Hv »tll ri|u.illv I'liiH <”ircniiii?it;i-nrt% Iimi, 

li.iil |irHii*4l»l y 11 *^ .Hli’iidi’}' ; thi’ iiiiHi’ tli*ruyirtMif all 

liiiif.'inl liiH fii’ iMHv r»'|»rat«‘ii I wi! Ii iijurr* 

t lit^ uiiiioriii lliibM* rt»!i|4«’!:i uf I In* La<iy «»f t hi! iiiHti^aci 

i»f rt’riirriiig ti* lln^ vat-jml nf tin* hay or 

it Hi fair lit ii44 !h*it, tho ni li'ant, hoiui' 

nart’a^itir lliiivt-'j lu Mr. .-i i4vM|H'iifiv ilai,^ itiav 

iiavt' liiHl »4ii iiiilavuur.ihli’ iHtluiana^ uu tlii.'i lUH’a-aniiy lUil fItV- 
rauai* »4' laihiH' «}ii»h ih*' |*!»«'|. liiMi‘i«'.|t |*Liriv'i hr-if, w.i:4 iiii- 
i|iirH| niiiaUI) iIm’ iiiatn 'riii' aiisl 4a.rl‘*rr |nu-*iu«»u 

Ilf liiilili’ liari*l»L i hi" iiiii iai’il}' nf tin liisirhiil u»!u |»f 
iyi4 till' iii«4iiiM'li'4y ia.i|i'-yy *4 ihi^ in ttlnrli it dtitial 

till’ ■iiiirlii, Inni iak»‘ii iIim uiniiyiial mn by aliiriii; ninl 

iiiiMiy bs’aulir-> iiinl .Huini^ ?iiihltiiiit ji’a, ttiiH |>lt4'linib 

iiM a fin ii liia ulufli n«'riu*‘4 Uunr* irt tlii» rHiii|iiirit4nin 

I Inivif lUrnaiiy ml vrrl.«’il !*» lln^ furl ihui »Hru|J. fVlt || u ri.slirf, 
liiii ii iri riitniMiar ihr Hrnlul ‘rrirriinyit |«in 

iviili Enkitby, 111 unj4%v«n", fur riuiii|ili\ lu unr nf Iu.h |«rint.rrh4 
Inlirm* miyii* ** I fully .nhurr ui yuur iui\ii’l.y lu lurwunl 
ilii^ Hriiint ttiU'k ; but, I u.r4*-iiirr s^ni, I |r*4 ihr int»rr runlulriu'tf 
|‘rniii milb lb*’ luu'rillu " Thi’ i|iiuii»i wuh 

wiiliisi iwti iiUiiii||.tu by !br tiuiull vulum*’ ttliirli Inul bnui rlr^ 
filginul bii* ii twill Initb, ili*’ MM, bu*l b-rm triinarnbril by 

iiiiii t4'’ lliu Ibilbiiiiy u*u4 llifunt-'iiMvr'i, Hi niibu' hi |.tuar4 ii|.»uiiifii 
lllty iiisiimvrrtiiiii til* ibr lu'r.rr'i ; iiii4 t liu |iiy-4 iliiMllPli, 

liblwl 11 . 11*1 ubrllr^ti by |%r:fUiin*% in iu» luuull ib’grrr lnuglit«‘‘tiuii 
lilt* «»f iN rin-r'|it i*ui. iv^rr|*i ||||i,| im 

rriilinhiiil, Wbrllirr unv #4 In.-i r■r,lt|j|♦ulllu||^i m llir 
ibirliiiiiiriil iluii.iui wiu*’ iii ilir f«trt-|i|,, | buvif iirtrr firur4 ; bill 
1 iMii wmiitIi brliiM-r lint uliV *4 In4 biiiiii'ii liiiii 

uipi i'b'ikiiir liuiii lluur yunili u|niur4-iu mibl Iiuvp I»i4it»¥«<| 
itir biltrr ruiiubb’ fUlln’r *4 lb*’ iimniliun nf |l|p rurriiliiiii tif 
ult^ .liul lun'imiHiif ruiuuiirr in btlbr Mr, •Irlfrry, i%.m il 
fn|*h«upHi, im4r u Ur.il I** ..IsiMUiru, uml limn Irtfil 

lip* liiiiity *4 iiiiiiM'tiiiilrly biji ii|iinimi nflnu 

i4 ilukrln ur *4 'ri‘i«uiiiii,jir Tlu^ ynurlmly riilu* nr-riin f»# 
Irtvr |«*'r|i laujipbUrly i|pi’ri%'“«**4 'riir 4lrUiiii | Ip’ 'M Ufi 
»tmibb*4iy iriiiiirb* mb iif u ibyilini uti4 ru4*ui«'*i wr Ini*'- ii«Mf4 
bi4*if4i ; l*»it lb<’ fW’nlliinuil.a, 4*'-»rri|»U*»ii», iiipt r Ini 4# I w*' Pi* ini 
tliul Hi*’’ iiiili%'« iiii4 iiuE-4rr«,»w*!44‘ If Ibrs wiifri %vsm 
im I j f’4li% II*’ tit# 4 »hiI»i i4iii#ti4rr«^4 il .Pi iu4|ii*i'fii4*^ 

itiHl Mnill nipuibi iti mirli it »*4ir$iir iiillpni niv* 

illg lilSit a bsfsf i4 It , ImiI l*» liii¥'i# ^liiiilliMl iiihi llir f#rrfp| |t|iy 

• 1 4 mmi llial pf 



— iliai IIm* <»uly |».irfiii*r v in- 

foniKMl a.s !<» tli«* uhligaUHHH ntul i.!^ tli*' rvHi.ib- 

lishuH'ui. 

Mr. rlohna luosi* i>f transarf iii’: 

tiuuiliiuuri* iH’lwfrii Ilia tiriii utui flu’ |.sil* 

linharof Lt>iid«>n. Miirray’.H w .i-. t ,i\ 

ho rat.aiiH'c! hardly any taaiiifi'tiMii uiih Srrai hnu ■-»'•! t, i- 
aH a (U)iiirilmiin' to his Uoviow, and lino* !»* Um*' .t f'ri»'ud!y 

visitor in Allnauarlo St root ; and niid»'r lh»‘Hr .utrird 
HtaUO.OH, I do not.. .Si*o how tlio whoh* ntiu-rrii J»»hii i hi! Lint I it»* 
«S6 (jo. (U>uld havo oa«'a|H‘i! tin* in't'o.srofy **t an ahra|a and 
troiiH (^xjH)siiri' witliin lud a tow waakn .dirr thr 4|'j*»i%ira5i«'jy «it 
th(^ d'ri(aauain, hat! not tho jn'r-atnal dilffriia’**:^ wjih f 
lauai hy that lima hoatod. Mr. Huntor had si««o, ri*tir«'d li.oo 
that, hoa.so ; and ('uoHlahhx ndrasod frMta Ioh nitlsaoir*', had 
Irhui \vaivhiii|.C with lad*^’ tin* unooia-oaiahlo in tli«’ 

afTairn of this frai^ilo rival, ronatahio h.ad ipnrr l.alt<‘r«’d in 
Ilia t'-onvitdion that Srutt nmst oontinm’ !t» l»o fho rohint •4|»irit 
iu tlu^ liitiraiuro of ihtnr ai^o : auid lhor«» woro low H.p'rith'oa 
whioh that HanguiiMunan wunhl not havr mado t«* his 

hold on tho uumatvlnnl uulhor. Hh’ |lal!ali!> io*h naw !lii» 
oponing for holp, and tlnnr iMlvaiii*t»s woro widl inot. , hnt m^nv 
qviite mwxpw44*d callH till Svoti oiiiu]ndi«*il liun lo snf«’rfhro di-^ 
rcHitly» and Iw hogan in tiis own prr.m»n a nri^rMiial.ioii wliirti, 
though at tlu^ iiinu !io likonod it Uitliat of tlio iroai v of Atiiioint» 
was far from Indug oaprioionsly protrarn^d, **r Irom h^atlmg 
only to a hriof ainl liiirrmi trnnn <!oiist.ahl«a flalfpri**l i'« /minii? 
by tlnudfor, on fair tonnH. of a hmrili part, id' tlio rriiiiiiiiiiiK 
copyright <d‘ Hok<*hyi agnaai t4» ndiovo ihi' hii»otiriiig linn of" ii 
masH of its Ht«M*k : tho partn«*rH t4> oxort llipiiiHidviv4 iii |,ti’!!.iiig 
rid of iho roHidm% ami tlnm wind np ibar piihl lulling ri.»i$i"orit 
witli all convoniimi H|Manl, d’his %vaii a grimi ndiid”; mi llsu 
18th <if May 1 HIM, Hooit wri 1.4^14 to Mr. •foil n Fur tlif' iir.Tii 

tinier tlioHo many wm*ks, I aliall lay my In^iol mi ii iiiiiid. lal- 
lowj’^ hnt thorn wiia »t4ll iinitdi In tw^ indnm^riL 11ir* %fiirP’ 
houiw must still grtian niitbr iingabaldo Ifio Its# 

lat4i oxplowul, ahowml a iliamal vi«t4i of iipprmiidiiint 
Boott was t4»o jiiHt not to tako aomoiliing «if l}»« lihiiiio it|«iii 
hiinwdf ; tha iMamimilatixl gt^aik Imrii witiiass aumiisl Iimi itnifiy 
of hia own plans mid : nor amilil tio f^'i|iiii lniitnidf 

of oaralaitsiiii^a in not having foratal tlia inaiiiigrr In graatar ax- 
aatniTO in thiuiatiwling «if aiicamtiM. lint »iill Iwf |i4t, ikii Itit 
had sarbua mason for aoiiipliuiit; aitit lti« lidlar of «dsi«di ii 
sentenoe has jnst baaii qno^ endi iti ihm wnriii, whtidt iiit||lit 
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*»*I7 

In |irr»«Iiiri*tf t In* ilr‘i*{»rr hfM‘:iiiMf4 of 

jiiy ifj'af It | liavo r*vor 

wif li irntat t*»n lu t«!' fltj-i y«Hi iiiiiHi 

ilH|H|fo it to f/o’ fj’irn.'ii i’i , a^ti unr.riH’iifil 

i*7ii»7i I I it r*^i mi i/ii ({f t»nri\ If fn votir 

roul oi r*l Immi'I ami n tfi-:.: i 1 1 y , ainl Im ||i»‘ « | ii ii- |u ii'.ia am| 

jifiil K*! \ Mill' S!»u 'askirjl haluln mI iismI't lilil \ 

n rrUHr>|'<’rf n )|j , all, f}j»i rnuiao*' !r!l » il :.av',r»'«';i,|ilo 

trutlri |.» tlsM-.M III I'nt.uii, | | d'l ait ‘U in'i • flia! tfir 

WMl'Iif In-I't 'airh a lit.Ui »«t hu nlin-,,'*. 'TIh’hm if lisilai bn 

\'Miirstu*iy Im ;i*hl III m 'or I »l lo'r i-t*** aa 
HMiiir t»iH* 't In SuiH, I Imvo ) mu U'ltli all y**iu* faihiiiyn, 
|'ra\ iioiko all ami mo all \*our.»i triilVi 

W/S” 

i*,S. Jafi'ioa ha.?! !»ohavri| vorv %vo|| t!u« 

t niiit-nii't foil, iiu4 Itio-i |i*uui iiiMfil n!<-a«hly 
I jiiii «•« ifiv liH'oil tioil tho luMin* lo' %\MrkH flio |»o|lor lliii lioalltl 

uill l»o, if hit’ str’ Mllior ?/M?i iriH nrfti fi# im’ OMii.Kfiliil’/i/ lii ikif 
fif/lff /ir‘jMa’ftu‘t<'*ir4 • it Um* aimhisf/* 

41m nllii'iiMij Hi I u llio |inii!**r‘»i hoiilfii roliiililri 

jtio that SrollVn Irlirm !*» IsHuMsIf aio lull m1 IhhI'i mu t|iai 

jorl.moii fiMMi a \i'i\ I'ail^ lirnoil itf tlirir r'Miiiio^iMU ; ami 

llioao litliti Iiro all ||» Iho namo I bio |r!tr*r l A'lioatjol, 

ISflll will I »0 a '»nflirirn? n|jr'OiimHi . “ I am 1 .rrv •JlUi V for ill*'* 

Htat*’ of lioallh^ aUii nliMUoi ins* nlill lUMfo ,>a», ttofo I !|mI 

rrli.UII lliil! I oali liir-soiibo f».|' m*il u.h wall m llliy |»liy III 

|%il iiiltiiffth- VoH lia'io iialtirallv mi allilotm rMti.f4if,iili«*ii ami 
It lii*iirty fit oHirarli, iiml itoroo vrrv lit a Mnloiifary 

lifo tlio iialutn »4 imlMlrijoo wluoh it brings «*li. Vt»ii liiiiHi 
|if jMlI I v#1 V fail v*airsoll mu a r^HHiaoii ioi In riittti||, |p*i for ii 
iitoiilli nr Iwo, Iml bu' a %'rar at lanoilmimi ialu^ rrgiilar 
■ iiii«i HIV liio t»»r y*air-?^ AiuMiig |.lni luirli’ |»«4a iil Al»l««ti4' 

fVifil liir'im w iia ii nivr-il, |«HVrr.!% of f4|iror|i %ior*'* 

ri’itiiirk-iilibu util w li** iluul iii iif iiu t*'ijtyilly roiiyirli- 

lliilo Virrjirily. Hii^lirofMiilu Hrutt i»ll*ni rp|w*iilofl In liiii i»li| 

iiiiil urnblilitil |iy w'lyv yf jitiil»vri|»l l*i liis 

III! I ill lii. I ir», fill - 


Wiif9$» y»*ii am r-ratiiig* 
Ilio llatPli.** 

Hiiltniltliitrii tliP fiiriliulii l5* %uirtwl In — 


Wb« 5 U toil* VO l«lfi 



His pmw^hmaiiirt nf regularity iti Ut .fiihii. ;ifi4 

of abBtnu*iuH,i from gwHi rlioer ioJiuiiOB* i*«|n4ll) laiii , liul, 
on. tho otliior liaiul, it iiiiwi Imiilluweti that l!io “ loir*! filiirioiiiw^^*’ 
aslio cmllB tham, of May do not to loni^ lf 4 f on Itin^ 
self all the improimioii that might liii%’e hnm aniii'iiutoti. flu 
was in the mtmt vigorous i-d hm priiii*': his ffoupin.iiiH’iit i%*i4 
buoyant and hopafti I : nothing had tM’«*iirretl to ♦ fn’rk hoi riiii. 
ftdenoo in the resources of hia own genius iiinl mdorOi) So if 
waS| that ©r© many weeks Inid piissiHh tn^ wm pii^iafiiig iif'; 4 i 
embarriiasiiients for hiiiiself by hitldiitg for p.iin'i f 4 ‘ 

land. As early as the l^Ctth of Jniio ho writes !*♦ roitnf;4lt!i» 44 
being alreac.Iy n-wart^ of litis nnitlor, ami a!l«’gi'‘s liiti **!•♦ 

(dose at once with a very eiiprioioii.s as tln^ otdi ira.*iiui 

that eould have indmuHl hint to offer for L,ri<WM* the wii* 4 e 
copyright of an ns yet iinwrittiui |»€«uii* to im iMlted ** \aiino 
lees (llan,*^ A. long eorreejMinilenre luietied, tii the roui’Ki* of 
which Scott inentione ^Hlie Lord t>f the Isles,'' m 11 litie wlmdi 
hiid suggested itself tm liiiii in jdiire of ** llii’ Niiiinds^iw tlleti ; ** 
but as the negotiation did not siii,*eeed» I iiiiiy juiss its did-iiils.. 
The new propirtj wddcdi he wim m% eiiger to siri|iiir«% wm lliiil 
hilly tract stretcnirig from iheiihl .fiinnats roii*l iieiir 1hirti*iigiiiii 
towards th© Laiildshi«ds L(M.di : a then d«Asoliile iiinl iiiilieil 
moimtaiii-mertii whkdi he likens, in a letter of ihis siiiiiiiier, ti.i 
the Lake of the (fenie and the Fislieriiiitn in the Arfitii.nii Tnte. 
To obtain this laki^ at one extretiiiiy of hb m n eiiiili'iint 

to tlie Tweed at the olht^r, wim a prosjttH?t for wtiiidi liiirdiy finy 
siiorifiei^ would inivii apjanireil tisiimndij mid lie roiitrived 1*1 
gratify his wishes in the eonrm* of July, Nor wm In*# I iiiiist 
add, more able to eoiiiro! sotiieof his minor l4iitli*s. I iiinl liliti 
writing to Terry on the siiiite 2diii of «ftiiie, iiliijiit “ lliiil uphm-^ 
did lot of amdeni armour, fidvertised by Winatiiiiley,” m 
brated auctioneer in Ijoiidon, of mdiieir lie find the 
fancv to make smdl, thoitgli he wm at 11 h^s to kiiow"* it 

should be plataHi when it 'fomBliiid AlilMitiiffirfI ; ami mt t.ln* *M 
of Julyi this inapibitioii tlio Itmviiig ii 4 tleiL Iw^ #itr« lit 
tilie name corresmmdent™** I have writlim to Mr, Wiiwtittilet. 
My bargain witn ChmsiAhli wimi otlnirwbe iirriitiieiL Imt liilte 
John is to find the nwHlfiil artiele, will 1 shall title eiire of Mr, 
Winstaiilev^i interest, who hm 'hehatml Inti liatiilftiiiiiwlf in %kh 
matter to fie triiited to the of mtr little friinwl tfn* IHm^ 
roon, who is, notwltliitaiirliiig lug inmy pxrelli^nt ,1 

little on the iciore of old clolilio~dolli - - 

somewhat pow to 4 * 

On the 12 th of July, m nanri, 1 » to | 



but he had not long enjoyed himself in sketching out woods 
and walks for the borders of his Fairy Lake before he received 
sharp admonishment. Two lines of a letter to the ^4ittle Pica- 
roon/^ dated July 24th, speak already to a series of annoyances : 
— ^^Dear J ohn, — I sent you the order, and have only to hope 
it arrived safe and in good time. I waked the boy at three 
o’clock myself, having slept little, less on account of the money 
than of the time. Surely yon should have written, three or 
four days before, the probable amount of the deficit, and, as on 
former occasions, I would have furnished you with means of 
meeting it. These expresses, besides every other inconven- 
ience, excite surprise in my family and in the neighbourhood. 
I know no justifiable occasion for them but the unexpected 
return of a bill. I do not consider you as answerable for the 
success of plans, but I do and must hold you responsible for 
giving me, in distinct and plain terms, your opinion as to any 
difficulties which may occur, and that in such time that I may 
make arrangements to obviate them if possible.” 

The affair of the 24th itself was aggravated by the circum- 
stance that Scott had been prepared to start on the 25th for 
a visit in a different county : so that the worst consequences 
that had so late alarmed his manager, must have been after all 
unavoidable if he had deferred his messenger but a few hours 
more. 

Scott proceeded, accordingly, to join a gay and festive circle, 
whom the Luke of Buccleuch had assembled about him on first 
taking possession of the magnificent Castle of Drumlanrig, in 
ITithsdale, the principal messuage of the dukedom of .Queens- 
berry, which had recently lapsed into his family. But post 
eqidtem sedet atra cura — a second and a third of these unwel- 
come missives, rendered necessary by neglect of precisely the 
same kind, reached him in the midst of this scene of rejoicing. 

He had been engaged also to meet the Marquis of Abercorn 
at Carlisle, in the first week of August, on business connected 
with his brother Thomas’s late administration of that noble- 
man’s affairs ; and he had designed to pass from Drumlanrig 
to Carlisle for his purpose, without going back to Abbotsford. 
In consequence of these repeated harassments, however, he so 
far altered his plans as to cut short his stay at Drumlanrig, and 
turn homewards for two or three days, where James Eallantyne 
met him with such a statement as in some measure relieved Ms 
mind. 

He then proceeded to fulfil Ms engagement with Lord 
Abercorn, whom he encountered travelling in a rather peculiar 



ami tliii houHt'htild tour or tiv»» 4‘arrui*4»%H. dr.oAii |i| 

thu Man|uiH*H tnrii liorm*n, whila hiiii irlf bimudtt 

up tho rmri iiioiiiituil lUi lifH%m4wn’k»iiiMl iUv nli 

boti of tho Ciiirtor. C hi iiiwtiiig iho Hi ut t i ni iiril ;i it li 
thorn, and h© wiia not ii littlo wliiui lliry r«%4* lir*l % ih 

lag© of Longtowu, wliicdi liiilii.itl riddini ttirtuiitli an h*inr l« for**, 
witlitlmpriipamtioiii whifdili© foiiiid llioro iiuidi* t«»i !li»‘ ibmirr 
of tho party* Tho Mari|uia*«miy*»r^«loiiio und li^d .murd 
thore early in tlio inoriiiiig, lusd ovt^rylhiiig vi,un liioi uiiaiit^r I inr 
his racMiptkiii in tho littJo puiilir liiuiiiis mKith n iMnniidr m 
the stylo of liisciwn nuyisnuis. ThiHlnrkniiiid grrnr lliat h,oi 
dabbling tkrm) or four liours iigo in thii vilbigt^ pMud* moio liniv 
ready to makci tlnur ap|«uiriytro uinlor iiiiinl-iiu'lr^i ; n 

regular bilkrf-faro tlaiikod tlio MiW|iib*s iilltiliod rmin' ; oiory 
huckiibinVk towul in tin? ji!iw*n hinl prmmnl. t4»t|ii looiw 
a napkin; and the landhwly's |MMir r«*iiinaitl4 of rri,«4ory liad 
biMin furbislmd up, and initHti^ml in m4mun «ii ii orany 

bmnfit, whioh wan to mnmioni a aidnluianl worllif of I#ii» 
onllug. I think it worth whiln to prnsnrvo iliii iiiii^'doii% mliirli 
Soott dalifhtial in tidlitig,ii« latrhaps I ho last ridio of ii siyiit of 
manners now pwicidawayi and iinvor Hktdy to Ini rmnvod iiinciiig 
us. 

Having deipatehed ttiis tUnnnr and tiis Mmli nfiiin 

turned southwards, intnndiitg to siMnid ii ttm days itl llnli^tiy ; 
but on raatihing Piiirith, the landlord jdiiooil a loitor iii tik 
hands; §(m U^mm ~it wiia oriini inoriMi ory of tlinirofis frniii 
John Ballantyna Having oiiee liiorn dosjiiitidiwl ii oln^ijiiP, 
and a giiutle renionstriiiien to Kdiiilnirgli, lie r«al«^ on l*i llrongli ; 
hut thc^re he reeeived siieh a }miiiftd twianiiit of II rs. Iliirrill** 
health, that he almndoniKl Itii intention of j»rts*owliiig in 
Itokeby ; and inditial it wm niindi Imtlnr iliiii lie should at 
Abbotsfiud u^dn; for by Ihii time tlin wtioln nf iiiriiirfi 
had reiMshed a seeond eri#ls, Apttri C^oiwlfililn wtis rtiti»idtoi| ; 
and now a detailwl stnbiniiiit wm iiiliiiiitind tfi Inin, fin 
aittining it, to to niproistd liiiniMplf, llini all the r*m^ 

eurred in the itiwssily of iiibtiiiltiiif fnrtltwith t« slefiA not 
Ie«i deelslfi than iiiiiiifiil Oonitaliln t^dbved ihetn i*f 
mtm of their isniiliitig bill to frmlly nmmmi tlnit Up 

oould not do In thiit way owmifli Iti laiite llietn oiri^rtitiiilv ; 
and Hmtt wm eoiiitmintiil to hairt fwonrsn in tlif» iHkm of 
Bneeleueh, who with thii kimtot iiroiiijititiide sraip liitn a 
gimrante© to Urn oitotil of ititfii#i|jiitidy ;%miUhy in 

the money market— the Insiifiiig Im lifw'^for llinl asm, 


itiici mi with ilw Ihiki^; while 

tliilifi Hiiiliiiiiyiit^ ui uf a Isnuiiiiily wiiidiiiK iiji cif 

the fiiililifiliiiig iilfiiir, In ieriiiituitn it with liie {.xiKMilile 

i4jii*rii, liiiti etitleiivuiir in liuiiHnIf an liii aii«*ticiiief»r cjf 

liimkn* lUit mtlltli'H, illitl olijiniH nf vnrtu. tlow liitierly iiiunt 
Hrnti liavp it’ll liifi rtiiuiit-iitn whiai \w wrutr In jViliii im 
tlie UitJi Ajigiwt: - “With nninnl in thr 111*4, if im my 

itili'iil itiii If* rrtir«^ frnm ihiti iiIho an mnni hh I can jiii.H-nltlv «i«> 
fiti mitli wiicty in invaclf, anti with the regan! I silWiiyM 

eiilnriiiiii fnr *1 a iiitcrnat. VVIiiiti«vr<r htaa I iiuiy 
will rirnfciMibli* In the lif'n f have liit.nly Icil, I Nccfii 

iitirriitiiiilnil liy a finri t»f faaii:ie rircln* which itcitlicr |icriiiiia 

me t 4 i rr^ifiiiiti Ilf. tmini^ 111 iMnien, iinr lu gfii* ulirttini with tilcufi-.. 

lire. Vi»iir tir»i cicritnii ii» lut arniiniiccr iiyiv jtrnlmlily im tin 
< iliiit flialiiigtaalicth Mclcri, iiml ininiitiihh* cnlltmtimi of tititikit, 
itiinio liy im iiiiiiitinir of t.hi» city retiring front Iniainciia/ I clci 
lint feel ciiliiW lii'iilili or conthhnicc in my own fiowcrfi aitlllciciii 
tiiiMitlioriEc flic to tiikc li hmg|tricc ftir ii new until tliinm 

lifftiirn I111.VC Iwmii in aoinc mciiiiurc iligcHttat,*‘ Thcri:* niill 
r«niiiiiii«il II ililliinilt iligcntioii, I Im ct»rri*ii|tonf|inicc on to i 'hriiit- 
ii'iimiH ilccjity clit‘fnicrcil ; lint Un^ niitiirt^ of the ilctnila may tii:i 
Ity niicti iw liitvo hail cx|»cricncc in the iiicrclianitiac of 
litoriiti.irin mill fi»w otlicrti, 1 aitj»jww% wit! n^gret their cmrliitl- 

IllOllt. 

It wiin iiitliP itiidat of t:hiwMli:«tri%iiiiigtmciirrciicciil^^^ Hiailt 
fccinvcit two icitcru one from Htiinicr <*hi.rk«, jiriviitc 
iitirjiriiiii tai ihi^^ lli^gcnt* unit iinoilicr, niiirc foriiiiih from tliii 
lliiri|iiiii of llcrlforil* la»ril tthmiilmrlmit, iiimtmitcing liw 
iiiiyiil Higltiif!4ii*ii itcuirc to noniiniito hiiii In the oHlcn tif Ihmi- 
liiiiVciilo, which liiirl jii-^t fiitlcn vinmitt the dciith of Mr. I*y#* 
Itn PtiiiiliiiiiciilM were tiiiiliiriilonii liy Ititii hi im ** or ii-i 

Icmil ii-yciir I lit that lliitii nitch mi iiimiwtoti of 

iittirtl have bam wadcoititi| mnl at m%y mti\ whitli the Htivowdfii 
dc^igttial im It fiirntir imti a di^tiimthiii ciiitld not b^ lightly 
limited liy Wiiltor lhailt tin felt, liowctcr, Unit. Ittildittg 
fitready two lti«‘riiltto tifUrim itt Uia gik of llic rrtiwti* lio rotild 
iiol fritrofiilly itrcojii n Ihird, eiitiitdy iifictiiiiiimital with Iiiii 
own Irgitl pmhmmm, wtiilo i« iinitif Viiiitt«til. men rciiiiiiititd 
wfiolly ilcfttnidciii on lliittr liiemry exoriioiw; iiinl the fricinlfi 
wlittiii lie roii«itli*d, oifwWly thfi Duke of IlitcrliHicIi* tilt ciiii'' 
riirriiiit it* Uic |fro|»ricty of lhe«o mmifiloa, Itcilrcliimlliio royiil 
oilier, ft H lliiit from the liml im liinl find Mi\ Soiillioy V 

riiM^ III liificoiitiffiijdiilitiin Tim itiotiioiif; iio iiiiido iiji lii.i iiiiiiit 
m to w«4o to Hr, Urokor mid ntliitw iii Ito* l^riiirr 



liegeiit’H lluii mmw : aiiinii^ lii 

cougmttiliita lii^ fritntii «»f l\«^?iwirk ms nmmnmu i 
laural, whirls ^^hmllH'rn wtirii af nht hy Prvilrii iiitit «i 
by Wartcm.’* Mr. Hmitlirv* in imi mnm hmg 
Ms cbmth, says — “Hir \\jillrrs riiiitliisi,. wn44, tm i 
was, dmriw*44wisttriil!y frimidly |.fi’firrpiifi/* 

This hapticntHl in Hr|itmiilM»r. Orirtliia- iiniiiglil mi 
cession of Joliu Iliillsiuty lie's snissh'OH, l«i une tif wl 
answers For Heaven's Hiiki% Irmii fiiiMii4 a lisiiii 
roilelHanv ; — aiul a third rrinis* at the n|i|ir«arli of 
fcinmiw term, was ai^ain weailirrt*d ivitli tli*’ iyirriiwi«.!it 
•“"-cliiefly, as before, flirteigh I lie iiiti*rviaitioii of I 
All thest^ armoyanres |iri»t|iired no rliaiiin* winii«»vi 
habits of indnstry. I hiring lliese liiixioim inoiitlii 
teml>er, (h^tolsw, and Noveiiiiw^r, Iw ke|il feeiliiig I 
from day to day Isith witli ilii» iiiiiiotiited lent of lli 
volumes of Hwift’s works, and wtlli Itie MH. nf Ids Li 
I'lean. He htul also j»rm?eeded t-€» riiiiiwre in tin* iidini 
of the M>rd of the isles, iiinl eiiviiti»il siieli a 
First CJanto m i^ive liiitt eiinfidetire t« reiii'W Ids in 
with Oonstahl© for tlte sale of the mdioli^, or purl of 
right It was, inoretiviir, iifc lids Itiiil Ids eye 

to liglitouee tiicms on tlie Asfii'^iiiel fritgiiietil of Wiivm 
reial over those intrcKliieli.iry ehiiplers ilimiglil. tlie«y 
undarvaliuMl — ttiid deleriniiieil to fniisli llie story. 

It ii proper to mentioii, that* Iti the very iigniiy 
pir|)lexitkis, the unforfcmi»at4i Miiliiriii rweivetl fpn 
timely iueeour of L.fd), reitdered dinitily tnvejsliilil 
kind and judicious letter of adviee iti ivldeli il wiia « 
and 1 have Imfore me ample eviileiiew tlial Ids l»i 
had lieim extendt^l to other struggling lirotlier^ «f t 
even when he must oftiiii have Mnl dillleiilty t«i 

immediate eipenditiini of his own fiiiidly. 

The gmt mioeeiiiies of Hie Allleil fhiwers in tin* n 
of 1813 gave a saliitery itiiiiwliw t« rfittiiiif*rri;tl rt 
and the return of gtinerw eiiiilideiiee fitrililiiled mmuy 
mente in which HeotHs inliiiiists wep^ iiititilrml, Itm 
needed no iueli eimilderatioiis to h4ghUm lii« 
nimm, which ovorflowml in two songs - vf itn 
iinee, I Wi©v% omltfeni at any wtidifiitniii of lin^ imi 
of Mr. IWi death ~ 

wti> tli»i iiitl III# 

Wtopi toff ©II , 


He also wrote an address to tlie Sowereign for the Magistracy 
of Edinburgh, which was privately acknowledged to the pen- 
man, by his Eoyal Highnesses command, as “the most elegant 
congratulation a sovereign ever received or a subject olfered/e 
The Magistrates accordingly found particular graciousness at 
Carlton House j and on their return (Christmas, 1813) pre- 
sented Scott with the freedom of his native city and a very 
handsome piece of plate. 

I must, however, open the year 1814 with a melancholy 
story. Mention has been made in connection with an unlucky 
edition of Beaumont and Fletcher, of Henry Weber, a German 
scholar, who, escaping to this country in 1804, from misfor- 
tunes in his own, excited Scott’s compassion, and was thence- 
forth furnished, through his means, with literary employment 
of various sorts. Weber was a man of considerable learning ; 
but Scott, as was his custom, appears to have formed an exag- 
gerated notion of his capacity, and certainly countenanced him, 
to his own severe cost, in several most unhappy undertakings. 
When not engaged on things of a more ambitions character, 
he had acted for ten years as his protector^s amanuensis, and 
when the family were in Edinburgh, he very often dined with 
them. There was something very interesting in his appear- 
ance and manners : he had a fair, open countenance, in which 
the honesty and the enthusiasm of his nation were alike visible ; 
his demeanour was gentle and modest ; and he had not only a 
stock of curious antiquarian knowledge, but the reminiscences, 
which he detailed with amusing simplicity, of an early life 
chequered with many strange-enough adventures. He was, 
in short, much a favourite with Scott and all the household ; 
and was invited to dine with them so frequently, chiefly 
because his friend was aware that he had an unhappy propen- 
sity to drinking, and was anxious to keep him away from 
places where he might have been more likely to indulge it. 
This vice had been growing on him ; and of late Scott had 
found it necessa^ to make some rather severe remonstrances 
about habits which were at once injuring his health and inter- 
rupting his literary industry. They had, however, parted 
kindly when Scott left Edinburgh at Christmas ; and the day 
after Ms return, Weber attended him as usual in his library — 
being employed in transcribing extracts during several hours, 
while his friend, seated over against him, continued working at 
the Life of Swift. The light beginning to fail, Scott threw 
himself back in his chair, and was about to ring for candles, 
when he observed the German’s eyes fixed upon him with an 



tinusual m^ltauuity (»f ** Wi'b’r/' Haul Ip’' 

tlio laatter witii yon ? ’’ U r. Hiaitl/* Haiti rm 

liava long inHulteil mt\ mul i vim bmir it. tin 
brought a pair of pintolfi %vit!i 1111% iiiul iiiiiHt iiiHiiil 
taking ouo of them iuHtanlly ; aini iiilli tlnit ln^ pri»i 
weapons^ which luul het*n tiepu.Hilod iiiitli»r Ihh lii^yr. 
on© of them on Heott'H manuHcnpt ** \bni iiri’ ini 
think,” Biiid Hroit, “in y<nir way of aboiii llip^ 

but no matter. It can, h(»wev«u% In* im part of yinir 
annoy MrB. Beott ami the t‘hihlreii ; llii»refra'i% if 
W 6 will put the pintola into the draper fiil ai’ler <ii 
then arrange to go out togrtlmr like gtntlleiiieti/’ 
auHwerecl with etjual eoohieaH. ** I ln'lieve that mili In 
and laid the necamd pialtd alno on the taliliH 
them both in hin desk, ami saitl, “ I iini gliid ymi lyi% 
propriety of what I suggested let me only rei|iie.fil 
that nothing may mvnt while wo are at tiiiiiier In 
wife any suspicion of ivhiii hiw ls*eii |iassifig.” IV rl 
assented, and Bcad-t withdrew to Ids ttressing'^rontii, fn 
he despatched a message to one «»f Welii*r's eoiiipaiiit'U 
then ainnar was served, and Welif^»r joined the eirrli^ 
He oonduetad himself with c»omjiosur»% iiinl m^'erytliiii 
to go on in tha onlinary w-ay, until wdiisky and. Imt ii'mi 
produced, Scott, iiistiml <if lindiiiig .Ids t 4 i tifd|.i 
mixed two mo(lerati,i tuinbliws «d' imidy, iiinl liiiiide 
them to WcImw, who, ujHin thnt, stii.ried iip wiili 1 
countenance, but instantly sal i.igiiiii, niiil wl 

Scott a'X|)ressed her ftmr ttiiit lie w-m ill, a.iw%rered 
that he was liable to sfutsms, Init tliiil tlie pmu g* 
then took tiia glass, eagerly giiljs^d down ti.s ewiiti 
pushed it hack to Beott At tlib iiioiiiciit llte frinitl 
been sent for made his apjiearaiice ; iind Wrl«u’, on no 
enter the room, rushed past Idin imhI riiii of iho 
stopping to put on his Imt The frientl, m ho piirinioil i 
came up with him at th© eiitl of Hie iliwt iind did all 
to sootlie hii agitetimi, bill in min. II11* siime i^vi^inn 
obligtMi tobe put into 11 itmlhwawtetmt ; uml itiuMgli 
days he ifhiVittsl such symptiiiiis of m^nveri' tlmi 
allowed to go by hiniielf te) pay 11 vwil in tfii* Kyrili 
land, hi there iwn relapml, atifl confiiiiieil ri'cr nfip 
h0pk« kimtie, Mug iiipjaitl 4 »il in ilm eiitl ni lii# 
1818, at BcoWs in an iisyliiiti »i Vorl. 

On the first of »July 18M, tidii 

at length issuml from tlie prim Tliis wlveiilitirp 1111- 


i.ir^ ui* in; 


zm 


liy I Ill IHHH, Ih’^h pritrmlwl ill iliiriiig nil tlif' 

I'lirii'ty «tf ilirir ri’lHi muH* miti imw i‘i 4 iiiii ftirlli wlitni 

iiiiliitir mill fiiihliriiii’r ti'Ii iiinri’ wiiriiily i^nnlt tiilmr 

ilyiii |M*iiui|»M llii’V iimi I’vrr 'riii* iiii|iri‘i4i4ttin %vm 

fit' rji'itl .rii|iit’i4 ; Hint n «»! .I'iiiuihir I'.Kiiiii wii^i riillwl for 

III Hi'iitt inliluil III lii,H oiiiiiuH fiimiy iwimimlilo 

Ittifli 111 |ir<»;4P iiiiii \«n'nr» wliH'li iiiMl iti’vi'i' |n’fMri' iii’i*it iiriiiti’il, 

niiti 11101*1% IiimI Ohf%i|n'i| HUiitlHt. old hilliiiloM tif 

|iiiiiiji|il«i H Mini 1 ‘m itio illmdrnliini of' iiihI uf 

liii lilt' iirltiM' lilioivti writlin'M of llio lin iirollgltt illP 

iniiiJiiir.if iiiiiM mhirli hml, hy gniinriil iliiitiin 

gtiiiiliiMi liiii lirvilnt; *» mi itii» Eiliiiliiirgli llovimv 

r^3i.|irns:fmn it, *• In liin iiiiimln kiiowlodgn lynl ri%nmridi 

tif llin Hiiii II Vig'niir i>f tyiil ii 

viviiidiy Ilf filyin Im wliirli limy tiiwl Ho Itiii liii> 

grii|‘lni’iil iyiriiiliv«% iitlrtMiimitiry vmnyn, iiiitl iiiilim 
iiiilwnl* nil iiitMiiiiiry of wiiii tlio iil>Hinir«»Hi tliiiidls 

Ilf tliH iMililiiiiL mill Hitniiry hi.Hitiry of ilw |niritM| of 

Alilit% wtiif’li li in iiii|«wul*ln williciiit 

II li%*ply rngri'^t tliiii Im imvor n 

|iiir|iimv Ilf milting ti Um lumii H|»«Hniilly iisifnriunatJi 

fur liiiit ** lriii» ilmimiii of tlm rriiff,” mi Hmit ofltni nill«*il hiiiii 
iliiil fimi lltililniiiilln iiinl thmi Hi’iitl, ulnniltl tiiivn tiiknii ti|i| 
Hilly III iiliiiiitliiii il, lliii |irtiji«l of writing hin lifn iiinl iyitiiiliil* 
iiig tiin wiirki. 

Hill Kiliiitiiirgli lintitnvnr tliiw i4iarni?|pri»tii iliii Miiiticiir iif 
lilts iftmn Ilf He l*nirn?k*ii t ■— 

o It, ig iipt. tiiiirli llliM till* iirtnltmiliiii t»f ii iimns ittwi t»f Itltei*, nr i 

i|w*Mikit»r ill mid iinirillty » iitil llntitiglitittli 

Mill III A ¥rr| fortin tim gmml mmm^ tml l&rp tiiliimltiiii »f a ttiM 

til Hill wiirlili witli 111 nidi uf lt»l ginnsromi ullf iwiinrt fur Iliii 

* nf III# «««| Mli»* s*f III# 

wlifrli mninlrm, wi»t «liinil4 tlinwfur# Alwiyfi b^ttiswi f«r» 

Wiiiii iH tl In litiwfiimr, l«* imtli’tiig Itiiil 11 r» 

in Eir lAtMitfAlfip In till* lirwnitffcl of Ilk flllliitiri Witnili Wfi 

Itiifik II w«wl4 fixity Im tts|nrlfiiii In tin* mim nf iiinrulliy In #ili«w to 
l» 4 ^» mi 11 %‘i^ry nr » wry ftitilntilis fipiwtii. Hii* iriitli ii| 

iltliiki ftiiii In* w»j« t»iilrs*jti*«lf EWliltimw, mtri ifiilfkli ; *if n 

titidlt'litn, niiti limigliif I4*i»pr i ttinl Itniiiilt «^a|*iil4n uf a mm iif 
iriipfi+^ity ummk Itti €ln|i*^iitlntil^, witl »l mnifliitiPiil 

l4iwiiril» iip44*% wtm innl Iniitf kttiiwti aii»l llitltfirr»l liiiiii liln iniinfiil 
aimiir, l^dli in ptiWisi »inl l*mt fur fniiii 

mmti4m‘y ; of tniiiiirr and wiapmiilwitVi iiiiri wt* will mU^ »f 

Ii4 Ilip Imwiiw I mi in ^ |pii4wtti*«i iM#lliyinf »»* 


I luivo no iioniro to liroak a hin«*n in tfii.f4 in 

Bwift. li ciooH appear to liin ibaii lin at ^It tUi 4 ni 

guisliiHi among jiolitiruiim (Unmt t*f all* flo' p 4 iiu^Mh* 

of liiB tima) for liiiiiy «»f |>ritiri[ilo ; iiurrati I |.ir|i4ri!o 

his primicHbmtmi'unir with thn- iih-HOiir*^ rillii*r hI frinh^iiir 5 1, nr 
fidelity, or eoliipiwiiitai. ih*t whf» nvrr ilr«%aiiio 4 .i.vair^ 

edly not Beott — <»f luihling up ilm finaii t»f' Bt. r.iin»'i/'j a-, nn 
the whole an **«teiii|»lary ehiirinder 7 II10 hiit^traidii 1 frit, 
whatever his eritie way have Ihuught- t*ii th«'» tiuhjrri, ili.ii 4 
vein of morbid hmiiour ran ilirotigli Bwift'ji 
both mental iiml jihysinih frum ihs^ imiIi 

adopted/^ says Heott, *‘tlm tdifierviiii: hoi biitli 4 *i) 40 

a term not of jiy but id' sorrow, nml of reading* hen it lertu ml, 
the striking pimsage of Hrriptiire tn %%dtirlt *b4i Liiiienta and 
exoeratea the day upon whieli if wnssaiil in hin htiiini* 

thid a tiMM iMmi;** and I should tiiii-e s?:^|irriril ihiii 

any man who IiimI eoiiaidered the hliiek rlose t»f |,ti«» mreer llnis 
early clouded, am! rt^ml the entry of Hwifi*ii diary nii llie fi|. 
neml of Stella, Ida eiiitaph on hiiiwelf, nnd the teaiiitneiil by 
which he diioostsl of his foritiiie, Wimhl Is^eii willing, like 
Scott, to dwell on the splendoiirof his iitiiiinrial geiiiiii* mid tliif 
many tmibi of iiiiuily icmienmily ** wdneli he iiii*|iiest 4 tiiiiilily 
exhibited/^ rether lliiiii 011 tin^ fiiiilts nnd finhhts of iiniiielstsii 
and inicrutable dbeiwe, whiidi itiriiieiiled iiipI eiishilli'rf^d llie 
far greater part of Ids imrtldv tsdiig. What itif» rriiie wiys of 
the prac:stical iwid Imsiiiossdike stylo nf l»n»griiplii% 

appears very juit iind I think the innninislmire etiiitieiilly 
characteristic ; nor, on the wlmlf% cnnld Ins ediliwi, m an 
tion, have laien l»tter dt*iilt with thiiii lit lli«^ lv»*iiy wlmdi I 
have quoknl It wits, by tliii wny. mTitloti bv Hr. Ifpirt^y itl 
(Jonstiibki’g particmliiT rotiiieab It wm, f lliirik., lln^ hr»l 
time I ever asked such a tidiigtif hiiti,” tlie ln^ikiidlpr iiint l« 
me; ^^and I misiiro you the rmill wm tm rnirmtnmmmrMl l« 
repeat suck {mtitioris*” Mr. ilofrt^y nmtiVn wtpdo 

character at great length, iwd wilJi eiiiistiinitiiiie ili^xiprity , itieb 
in Ocmstablo^s opittioii, Ida iirlielti threw sirli 11 idtnitri*fi the 
Beanw nmtorially elii^?kial for a iiiiio Ihe iwpiihiriif' t*f hm 
writittgi, Aditdmlilii m the jmjier m in |siiitl «*f Jiiiiti, f 
think Mr. CJonstehln iiiiiy Inive f^iiissderahlj 
erteotsi but t« Uuwh «!ayii it niiMt h»¥«» Jhwm •bill* mU lt.i 
to fom ail iitt|«rtial ojiinbm ii|»r»n mu ll a , f..., 

Johnson saul of <’av«i tjiat ** bo tHiubi ii«»t sj»il Mv.*r bw «* 
^thout thinking of Th« OoiiUomiut's t 

Constable allowed nutking to interrupt bis ^tmial im tli» 



concerns of his Eeview, until Waverlej opened another period- 
ical publication still more important to his fortunes. 

And this consummation was not long delayed. Before 
Christmas Erskine had perused the greater part of the first 
volume, and expressed his decided opinion that Waverley 
would prove the most popular of all his friend’s writings. 
The MS. was forthwith copied by John Ballantyne, and sent 
to press. As soon as a volume was printed, Eallantyne con- 
veyed it to Constable, who did not for a moment doubt from 
what pen it proceeded, but took a few days to consider of 
the matter, and then offered L.700 for the copyright. When 
we recollect what the state of novel literature in those days 
was, and that the only exceptions to its mediocrity, the Irish 
Tales of Miss Edgeworth, however appreciated in refined cir- 
cles, had a circulation so limited that she had never realised a 
tithe of L.700 by the best of them — it must be allowed that 
Constable’s offer was a liberal one. Scott’s answer, however, 
was, that L.700 was too much in case the novel should not be 
successful, and too little if it should. He added, “ If our fat 
friend had said L.IOOO, I should have been staggered.” John 
did not forget to convey this last hint to Constable, but the 
latter did not choose to act upon it ; and ultimately agreed to 
an equal division of profits between liiinself and the author. 

There was a considerable pause between the finishing of the 
first volume and the beginning of the second. Constable, eager 
about an extensive Supplement to his Encyclopaedia Britannica, 
earnestly requested Scott to undertake a few articles; and, 
anxious to gratify the generous bookseller, he laid aside his 
tale until he had finished two essays — those on Chivalry and 
the Drama. They were written in the course of April and 
May, and he received for each of them L.IOO. 

A letter of the 9th July to Mr. Morritt gives in more exact 
detail than the author’s own recollection could supply in 1830, 
the history of the completion of Waverley : which had then 
been two days published. I must now ” (he says) account for 
my own laziness, by referring you to a small anonymous sort 
of a novel, which you will receive by the mail of this day. It 
was a very old attempt of mine to embody some traits of those 
characters and manners peculiar to Scotland, the last remnants 
of which vanished during my own youth. I had written great 
part of the first volume, and sketched other passages, when I 
mislaid the MS., and only found it by the merest accident as I 
was rummaging the drawers of an old cabinet ; and I took the 
fancy of fiLnishing it. It has made a very strong impression 



lion% aut! ilio of Ktliiiliurgli ar«’ liii:-4it»ii in triiriii|» 

tho auth(»i% anil in fiiitling out uriiiiimlH fur tiiu |ii»iir;iilH n riiii. 
tains, th*fTrt\y Inis utTurud tu iiniku uatli tlnit it is iiinl 

anutlinr gmal. rritir has tinidumd his allldavif r',f I’fniirnrifi ; mi 
that tlniHu iiuthtu’iiins liavi‘» tlividial lliu itsidi* imi 

know yout opinion nhoiit it. Tht* tnitli is linit tlufi .Htiri of 
miuitllhig work fuiiusos nun atnl I lun suiiiuiliiiig m ihi* 
tion of JoiOpli Hnrfiiri% who whs lUiiharrasHoil hy htm- 

golf too good II roputiitiiUi ; hw iniiny thiiik's iiiov" phsisu |ii»ii|i|o 
woll o.nongh iiiionyiinHiH!y» wtiiidi if tliuy liavi^ inr in |lii» liili*. 
pHg«% w(Hild jnst givo iiio that surt of ill iihiho wliir*li |iri’ruili*n 
hanging — anil that woiihl in nniiiy ros|M»r’t,s iiiuini%“iniiriil, 
if I thongfit of again trying u 

Morriit» as yot tin* tndy Knglisli ounfidant, rmiviwud on 
volumes hy voluino as In^ road tlioni his lionusi rrilioisiii : ni 
last vehoniontly protostiiig iigiiiiisi ilio mmutrumv*^ «if thf^ 
iiioognito, Boott in liiH roply (July ‘Jltlij siiya :— **1 aliall 
own Wawloy ; my eddof nnisoii is* itnii it wmild |iro%nnit 
nm tho ploiiHuro of wanting iigiilii. Ihivitl Itiuiio, iio|itiinf of 
thii liistorian, iiiys tlio atiihor niniii Im of ii «fnfn»liito fiiinilf 
and prodilwdnorw, a yimmait^niviilry itniii, and ii Hinitlisli 
lawyer, ami tlosirog nm U> gtiois in whom |.liosr» liH|ipy iiftri^ 
butOH are nnited. I shiil! not jdmiil guilty, lirnvov'i^r'rftnd im 
midi iaaini to bo tho fashion *if tho diiyi I liiijio rfniritablo 

a .do will boliovo my nMkwit in taintradirlifiii lo all oilmr 
«inao» Tho Eilinhiirgh faith iirnv is, lliiil.. Wavurlpy m writ- 
ten by Jiiffroy, having \nm\ oonniowHl tii ligliimi Itio t*tnliuiii of 
Mi lata tranmitlaniia %niyago. Hn you non thw niikmnini iiifa.iil. 
ii like te oomo to prafarmont. In triitli, I atn iiul it W‘i„iiilil 
ba eoniidarad quite dfioorotni f«ir !iit% m ii tiork of to 

write nov'ok. Jmlgaii lining monkii, C ‘larks lira ii surl of liiy 
brathran, from whom soma soloitiniiy of walk anti otiinliiui maV 
axpaatfnl Bo whittevor I miiy^lo of lids kitiib*l slmll 
wlditla it down iha wind, and kit it jwy at furtiiins'* 11io 
aimoiid aditiem is, I iMditivo, iiiiarly tliroiigli t!w prrss. It will 
hartily be printed fiister Ilian it wns written; for llimigh lim 
irat volnma wm liagtiii long ago, and aaitiitlly lost f»ir a tiitwy 
yet ilii other two were Imgita and itdstied Imtwmm tho Itli 
Jnim Mid the ttwi July, diiriiigall whirl i atteinlwi my ilitiy In 
Ocmrt, and prtieaisM without km§ of ttiiiii or liiiidoratiro of 

This itetement m te llui tiina iManifdod by Ilio iiiul 

third voltiinis of Wiivarley, te my iiioittiiry » Irillitig 

* OlMI#, Itl. S»iii S, 



t’lsirniM’Urcl with a dimr frii^iic! of itiy yoiiili, 
will lilt I iiavo 01*1 tcir iiiatiy yoarn, and may vto^y |iriiliiddy 
iti'vm* 141*0 iiguiii ill ildfi wtoid*, i hort' H<*i down, in iJin 

liij|ii* of atlordiiig Idiii ii iimtiirutary, thunidi not an iitiinixod 
lih'iifiitro, wiiini 111 * iiuiy tduuioo to road ilim rom|dliiiion on ii 
diHfiiiit tdii»ri^? iiiiil idao in iln^ hojit* tiiai my hiiinblo roford 
limy iii!|^iiri l.o mnin* imtivo initui in tin* riHtiut itmioniiton ii 
uliiidoiv Ilf iiio iiitliiinii‘o whioh tln^ roaldy I’orljiinly oxortod 
tifwiii lii.i. I iaj»|ioninir to imaa thronidi Kdiiilniritli in iliiiio 
iHl l» I iliiioii oin* day w'ith tiio ^.toutlonnin in i|noHiioii enow ihti 
llfiiiniiralili' \Vilh.:iiii .Mon/ioa, oiio of iho »Hii|irmiio *hidgi»M iii 
ilio C!,i|ii» lit' Cfoiid Hoj»oi, iviioHo roanlinioo wim thmi in fioorgti 
Htnai* aiiiiaiinl vory ntm.r to, nn«l at right tingloH with, Nortli 
fimllo Hirool, It wiih a fnirty of vory yrntng noriiciim, intint of 
lltoiii, It leu MoimioH mid iiiyaidf, ih^Htinod for um Bar of Hoot* 
liiiitl, nil gay and ilioiiohtlo.HH, onjoying tho tirnt llnuh of iiiiin- 
lifioii, with liiilo roimniihranoo f»f tho y**Htoriliiy, or oaro of tlio 
iiiiirriiw% Wtirii my ooinfutnioidii worthy fathfir iMitl uiitdoi 
altor ^ofdtig twm or ttiroo iMitiloH go rmiiid, hd't tho juvoidlim ki 
tlioiiinidvi'i# tho wmitinn’ Iwnng hot, wo mijonriiiHl to ii lilirary 
whioli liiiil olio largo wiiidiov looking iiorthwank, Aftor rii* 
rotiiiiiig liorii for iiii hour or iiioro, I olmorvoii tluii ii shiido hml 
oofiio ovi«r ilio jii4|«^ri of lily frimiil, who hiiji|»inif^d lo In* pliiroit 
iiiiiiioiliiiloly o|i|Mi.feito iiimyaidf* mul Hatil Hiiiiiothing lluit itiik 
tiiiiitfil II foiir of hit* lnuiig iinwoll, ** No/* mud ho, ** I leliiill be 
wot! oiioiigti jiri^Moiiily, if you wall only let me nit wlii^re yciii 
tire, mill tiilce my rhair; for llmro in a entifiiiitidetl liaiul In 
»ig|il Ilf tii#f lions wliieh hm often Imt.liereil i«t» Indore, twwl 
lioiv it mmii’l lei me fill my glimii wdili ii gmiii will” I rt«ii ki 
rliiiiige jiliiiw with liiiii maairditigly, and he jioiiiiiHl out t4i in«i 
liiia tiaiiil mliirli, tike the waiting on Helaltwmr^a wall, itin- 
liirb-it tim hour of liilnriiy, **Hinre wo wit down/* he 
”1 liiii’e bmii wmiidiirig it— it fiiaidniite« niy eye*- it never 
fito|« jiiiifo lifter |iage m tlni^fied and ilirowti cist timi lieiiji of 
IIH, iifiil Htill It till ntiwirnrhal -»iWid mi it will till 
riiiidte.^ lire liroiiglit In, mid CIimI kiitiwn liow ioiig lifter lltiik 
It m the fiaiiio ina^ry itigtit— I mi/i atmid ii night of it wlimi I 
inn iitii III my Imoka/* — *sHtiiti« iitifiid, doggetl, 
olorl, itrtibalily/* oxtdiiiiiitNfl inymilf, or noitie other giilily yoiitli 
ill itttr ioinidys Mo, laiya,*^ aaiil our lioal, *♦ I welt linnw wliiit 
liaiiil ii i« ^ Wiilkir 1.1iW witi llie liiiiiii that, i» 

the of Ilirtai wiiitiniir wetikai wrote liie two ImI fol* 

tiiiioi of Wiiferlt»y» 

Tli« lallaiil riitti|^»ti» wtlb wtiieli Ikmii, wlt«a kt kM 



luiasecl a work fmiit liin iiwaiti^ii iln^ il<‘rii 4 i«i.i nf tlin |iitl^ 
iko iitnilthy ,H}nrif ttilli mliir^ii lir riiiilil 

intnui-whilti turn \m wlioU* /fa! ii|H»u mn\ m iliilfmii 
iim aiuoug tin* ftnittirfa in r wliirli iiill | 

l)oliev«, airikfi tlw <»f litmiiry lniiti»ry m tmml rt^ntiirk' 

abla It woukl Im clilllrult lo tlif ii«|^prlniiri4 In iiiM 

fortunes of tins lu» timt ntivoL Voi Im liml liiutrti i»f tin 

ree^optioii in fcliti aouth, oioopt tlti» wliia|»«*r nf nim |«irliiil frn^inl, 
he started on a voyage whicdt wan likt^y l«» tM'rii|iy iiiifiiilt.f4, 
ami during whudi lie mihl liardly U* rrtnuvn^imf 

lie Imd bieii invittnl to mToiiipany I ho I nf |lni 

Northern Light liotist's in ihoir lyiiiiiitl oxfttnliiiiui ; iiml ly* tin 
|m)granune iiuiuded th«^ Hidifitioa, amt tie liatl iilreinly iiiikIo 
gome prctgresH in the Lord of the I ales* tJio i»|i|«*riiiiiiiy fur 
freshing and enlarging his mH|naiiiti«iri* with tliiit rognni w^uiiltl 
alone luwe heeii a utrcmg ieiitplatioit. Hiil lliero wore iiiiiiiy 
others. The trip wim iiliio lo €•filllrm*l» llie mhm of 
and Orkney, and a viwit imteiit i>f the ummlimd nn juifi 

of whieh \m hml ever aeeii ~iir but for anrh iiii oiler iiiiglil oti^r 
have much ehaneci of aeeitig. 11 ti» thiiiiiiissniriiierii wuro iiJI 
familiar friendi of ht« WiiUain Krukiiitn ilieri Hlierif of ilin 
Orknwi, Itolairt Hatniltoii* %H}iertfF of Litiiiirfenhinn Aitiiin lliilf* 
Sheriff of Forfinrshire ; bill the real rliief wm llie Siirn^yor'^ 
General, the etdebriited eiigiiieer^ Mr, Hioveiimitn iiinl 
antieipatei nleiiiiire in his mjcnt^ly. ” i «li 4 iglit/* liii 

told Morritt, ^*in ilnise |irofeiialoiinl tiiwti of liilotil, iiioy 
always give yoii^ some new lights by itio ismiiliarily nf llioir 
habits and sfcwdieii — ao ilifFertml from tho |s»**jilo* mini are 
roundiid and iinootlied ami ground down fur rtiii%'or»alion, 1110! 
who tmn say idl that every tillter jwraoii myn — ittnl mi tnorr/* 
To this voyage we owe mmiy of tim mmi atrikiiiif piw^igt^a 
ill the Irford of the Isles* and me iiobli* roiiiniire uf tliu f iriite 
wholly, ^T!w^ leisure of llie yimbl iiJlnw^wl tiiiii to keep ,1 %my 
minute diitry, from wliieli lie gave sniidry rj 6 lriii'’t» iii hiti in#iri 
to both thtsii works, mid wliieli may imw k» reml nilitp in itie 
larger inemoim of tiis lift and eom*a|ifiiideiiriy ft nlititiiitlM in 
interoit-— in skoteheiof mwmvy wideti wnild Iwive roine fftmi 
M» hand alciiiti~tii iiiwl mmmm debiils of iiisiilat iii4tiiier% : 
but ite eliief vdluii is in ili mMtmtumf of llm 

1 qmoitloti If wif iiiwi ever drew liii own elinrarter mote fully 
or mot« pliMiiigiy* We liavo Imttm tta, m?riififitig i« ilwf 
ami cmwloii, Gie |mtit, lim miMqtiury, llm iwagi^itiile, tin* 
planter, tmd ^Ihe af rienllnriit 1 but every wlmni ilm yt*i 
Mfanloui pWlanGiropist — %wmywkmm «ie eoiitiifty, ki#t^l mt 



the unselfishrLesS; of the thoroughbred gentleman. It con- 
cludes with these words : — But I must not omit to say, that 
among five or six persons, some of whom were doubtless differ- 
ent in tastes and pursuits, there did not occur, during the close 
communication of more than six weeks aboard a small yessel, 
the slightest difference of opinion. Each seemed anxious to 
submit his own wishes to those of his friends. The conse- 
quence was, that by judicious arrangement all were gratified 
in their turn, and frequently he who made some sacrifices to 
the views of his companions, was rewarded by some unexpected 
gratification calculated particularly for his own amusement. 
We had constant exertion, a succession of wild and uncommon 
scenery, good humour on board, and objects of animation and 
interest when we went ashore: — Sed fugit interea — fugit ir- 
revocabile tempus.^’ 

I have been told by one of the companions of this voyage, 
that heartily as he entered throughout into their social enjoy- 
ments, they all perceived him, when inspecting for the first 
time scenes of remarkable grandeur, to be in such an abstracted 
and excited mood, that they felt it would be the kindest and 
discreetest plan to leave him to himself. I often,’^ said Lord 
Kinnedder, on coming up from the cabin at night, found him 
pacing the deck rapidly, muttering to himself — and went to 
the forecastle, lest my presence should disturb him. I remem- 
ber, that at Loch Corriskin, in particular, he seemed quite 
overwhelmed with his feelings ; and we all saw it, and retir- 
ing unnoticed, left him to roam and gaze about by himself, 
until it was time to muster the par^ and be gone.^’ Scott 
used to mention the surprise with which he himself witnessed 
Erskine^s emotion on first entering the Cave of Staffa. Would 
you. believe it?^^ he said — ^^my poor Willie sat down and 
wept like a woman ! ” Yet his own sensibilities, though be- 
trayed in a more masculine and sterner guise, were perhaps as 
keen as well as deeper than his ai^^iable friend’s. 

A few days before his voyage ended, he heard casually of 
the death of Harriet, Duchess of Buccleuch, who ever since 
the days of Lass wade had been his most kind friend. The 
sad intelligence was confirmed on his arrival in the Clyde, by 
a most touching and manly letter from the Duke. Its closing 
paragraph has these sentences : — Endeavouring to the last 
to conceal her suffering, she evinced a fortitude, a resignation, 
a Christian courage, beyond all power of description. Her last 
injunction was to attend to her poor people. I have learned 
that the most truly heroic spirit may be lodged in the tender- 



mt and tho ganiit^ni If man’ thvtv mm ;.i iirntif nf Um 

(^ffic4U‘.y (jf <nir ri‘Iigioii in maiuinitH i»i iIip ili*p|nrfii iilllirtiiift^ 
and in thn lunir nf dtmtli, it wiw f'xmnplitiial in iir»r I’niiilitni. 
1 will inultmvcmr tn dc» in all tliiiigH wliat I ivniilil 

winh. I liave thtn*id‘t>re di^tt^riiiiinal in liiy iiiinndf in nil 
thn c.nmfnrte my frinudH tmti alTtinl ims I !«’ iiiiifii lin|i|iy 
to oultivato timir mnnotv an horricdnrm I i4|yill invn tlnnii 
more and more Imeamie i know they loved her. Wluniever it 
suits your eorivenitmee I shall Im happy U* you liere, I 
ftnd that it is pariieularly my duty not to liiiikr* my liiiime tJie 
hoUBe of mourning tt» my eliihireii; lor I kmoi- it wm lier tie- 
eidod opitiion that it in imtHt liumdiievoiis to an early 

im|)r(mHnui of glotun the mind.'* 

Tim Dnki^ Hurvived for yeiirii, ami lie laniliiitieti in iliti 

line of {Hunlnei whieli tii^ had from the first resolved tipiin ; lint 
lie never recaivin-ed the Idow : iiiul this no ciiii* jtinTcdvial iiiiire 
elcairly than Heott. 

In his letter to Merritt on rimehiiia: Etliiiliiirgli* tie iwiyi 
(Septemlmr 1.4th)j~** We aidled from ianlti. iiitil iftktriml ifiti 
Beotfciflh eoaat, visiting the lltiller of lliiehiui mid nitier remark- 
able objaeti — weiit to Hlietlmul — thenee t4i tirkney from 
tlienea round €a{>e Wrath to tltii llelirideii* iiiiikiiig"ile»eeiil« 
everywhere, where tfiere wm anything to Irn^ aeon — llieiiee t 4 i 
Lewis and the Long lsliiiicL--"t4i Hkye — t«i Io!iii»»- iiiiii mi 
forth, lingering among tho Ilidiriiloa as long m wv eniiliL llioii 
w© stcHH.1 over to tlni eniist of IridaiitL ami visilial the lliitiii’i 
Cauiiiway and Port liimh, when^ Itr. likdiiirdsoin iiiveiilnr 
(diacsoverer, I waaild iiiy,) of tho oolotiriif^sl ftnriii grass, ri'4iiiloii. 
Ily the way, hru« a cdiattering oliarliifmii iiiid liiit ftoriti ii iiii»re 
humbug. Hut if he wr^Te CHeorti. and Ida itivmiiioii wore fniti^ 
toes, or anything ecpiiilly niii»ftd, I slifinhl tieie'Sl- llie rertiIloet 4 iiii 
of the |dpe and the main for it wns the.ri^ I learned the deiitts 
of my frleml Adieu, my doitr MorritI; like {Msir Ttiiii, * I mii» 
not daub ii farther^ ” 

A» he msBod through Kdiiibiirgh, the iiegtilialiiiii m to the 
lairil of the whieli liiitl imm iiriilriMdial iliningii fun'oriil 
montlm, wm tioiiiploted : Ckniitiihl# agp^diig tn give fifteen 
hundrnd guinim for oiiedialf of the eiiiiyriilil, wlitle the oitirr 
inoiity wm nttained by the anthor. Tim iiiiiiii wiiii liail Imm 
offered at an early ituge of the affair, lint it wm mil until now 
aoeapM, in iHiiiiiMiiiettao of tlm nartmit wish nf IInM^rs. HaL 
lantyiie to iiuldlo thii puliliilmr of llin new iss^iii willi iiiinllier 
py^iid of their old«i|itlni -- whirli, lioweter, tVii^ 

itebl# ultlftudilj piwiittil in It eitaily Im Im 



litwi'cl tlifii tfohi't*H iiiaiiagi'iui’Hi during a «ix wni'ka' almcnic© 
lutti ltpi*ii .Hill’ll im t-ii ri’ttili’i’ it- tiouhly i‘nnviiiif'iit IVir llii' Pniifc to 
liav«^ iliiH niiit.h'r m’ll-li’t!; luni it may alatt Im Hn|i|iosiHl that ilto 
lirngri’HH Ilf Wavorfi^v during that inh’rval had tiuidoii to put 
tilt* I'tiiof imrium in gaiMi liumuur udh lanii othiu-. Fur itoiltmg 
rati ho iiiiiro tiiifniitidiHl tluin tho Htatriiionf. rtg»i*atod in varituiii 

of Hnif.Fa Iaff% timt. iho huIo i»t' tiiu lirMt rditiun of tld.H 
iiiiiiiortii! ’fiifo wjih hIow. It H|*|Mairod on tiio Vlli of «liily» umi 
ilio wiioli* iiii|irf’i4j4ii»ii tltHMt ro|»iOf4| had dn4a|»|»rari*ii wiiliin 
fivo wi‘okr4 ; III! oianirroiiia^ tliiut uii|irt*fodiuUod in llio ram* of 
nil iiiiiiityiiiouH liovid* |»ut forth lii wtiui ih ralloil aiiiong piilv* 
ItHliora ikr at’simm, A Horuiid oihlion of ro|iioi4 wilii 

Hi |irojiaii’d hy th*^ 2'lt h tif tlio Hanm inoniti : iliitt iijo 

|ii»iiroit liofiiro llio Olid of AngiiHt, and it too had goiio off ho 
rii|iiiily tlnil Hiatfi now, in So|)!ondioi% found Fomitiddo imgor to 
trout, on flio iorma iia hrf«ir«% ftir it f.hird, of IIMMi c'ii|»ipi>i. 

'riiiH third odition 'Wiiw |nililiHhod tii tNiiilnu*; iind wlion a fotirili 
of tin* liko «ixioiii wiix oalliHl for in Novondtor, I tinil Hooii 
writing to Jotiii llalhintyno : ■ *• I iiti|i|iofio t ainHliililo won*t 
i|iiiirr*d wiili ii work on i.\ hiidi In* Ima noilod L.hll! in four 
litoiiilifi, with iirorliuiitv of milking d L.Hhhi li«*foro tlio v«*nr 
in out,** It. wonkl Im* idlo to omunoriito nuliHoquonf. roprtntH. 
Wfdl lidglif Foiwtiihli* rogri'l that ho hinl not. voniurod to offor 
L. IfMHI for tln» wdodo i’o|»y right of Wavorloy ! 

Tilt* oiilv priviito frioinln originally intriiPiod wutli lii« noorot 
iiji|»t*iir ti» liiHu* liooii Friikino and Morritt, lliit- thoro wnm oiio 
ivilli wlioiii it waird*h of oourno, hiivo hiaut inoro ilian vain hi 
iiffiud liny ooiiooaliinuil , thi tho jinlitioiilirin of llio tliiril odi* 
tioii, f tiinl liiiii writing tliiiu to Ium hrotlior* tlioii in 
lioiir T«firi, u inivid ln*r»s oidtod Wiivorloy* Inin tiiiil oiioriiiniw 
nitiWiMH. 1 itoiit you II oofiy, find ivtll Hoiid you iitiotlior wdlli 
lilt' liiird of llii* wdiioli wdll Iw out at I 'lirintiiiiiji. Tlio 

futorinni wdiirli it tiiw liiiil, with ftoiiiti otisor tiii« 

ifiiltiroil |ioii|;ilo 

* 'to hy liio imnilliin »l a rt*ri#li4 tloor, 

Wlirfw l|iiig of lump iiis»r« / * 

Yiui %vill for yiuiriiolf lioiv firr iiitdi ii ro|tort !i;oi rriHlildF 
ily ; liiit l*> ii<» iiioiiiii ||ivo tin* widgfit of your ojiittioii to llio 
jiiildlr ; for yiiti liiiiiit kiiiiiv tlioro in id»f» a nifiiitiU' 
ro|tt»rf* tfnit f*oi liiivo wriihui tlin «iid WiHrrl«*y. iito ii 

iioi'id iiitoriiit%ing y*wir mid liiiiiiiiit tiiiiinuiri mdifi 



any iiicuderitH an«t= dnHrriptions <»f m*i‘iit*ry ymi may ^ li-ii-. 
ticularly with tdiarart4TH anti irailH i»t' I will si 

all ilm culdjIiiiK that in ni»tM*i4Hary* amt, if y«*ii i|i» Inil, r^.rri 
youracdf, i. Iiavt*. nut tlm luai^t ilinthi it will hv wiirfli 
and, in unncmriiKa ytni, yuii may, \vla*n yun MS,,, ilr;m 

cm iiio lVir L.HK.I, at fifty tlayn aight--- hu that vuiir l.iiwiiim wiil 
at any rate nut hu c|uite thrtnvn away. Vun havu iiiitru ftm 
and (leHCriptiva iahnit than nH»Ht |ii^u|i!u; ami all tliai yi»ii 
want — t.ci. tliu itmru jirartiru uf uum|Mwifiuii i ran aii|i|.i|y, 
or the davil’a in it. I\ta»j» iiialfi*r a drad .Krrrri, iind iuuk 
knowing wlnm Wjivurliy ih H|H»kini id*. If v«»ii art' m»t SirJuliit 
Falstalf, you arc^. as g«HHi a man as hi% am! imiy farp 

Clulvilltuif ihu Ualu. Vmt may hrliini' I d*aid. waiii tu iti;ikp 
you thu author of a hc»uk yuu liavp nrvia’ sisai ; hiii if jii’i»|i|p 
will, upon tlicdr own jutlgnirnt, siipiMmu mi, and iilmi t*ii lliidr 
own judgmimt Kivu yon L/hmi in try your hand on n imvid, 1 
don’t scm that you arti a piifs^poiiii ilio ivorsi*. Miinl tlmi 
your MB. attends tlm draft. I iim |iprftHi.ly #ii»riinifi iind nitifh 
dant, that in two or tlinm inontlm yon inighl idoar llio ruhfi. I 
beg iny ooinplinitintu te tlio Imro who is iifriiiil of *.li,dTriy’ii 
scalping-knife.^"’ 

In truth, no one of Hc*ott*« iniiiniite frimids ever hart, nr 
could liavii had, the slightest doubt ns to llie pnmitnge of 
Wiwerley i nor, although he abstained from roiiiiiniiiiiMittng tlw 
fact formally to must of tlimii, did he ever iiIIihI iiiiy ri’'iil eim- 
cealment in the case of aueli personal nor, %vlieii iiiiy rir- 
eumstanca arose which rmnlered the ivifliliohlinn of diri-el 
confidence on the subject iniH»iii|»atib!e rviili js^rfi^ri fre'eiliiin 
of foaling on Imth sides, did he hesitate bi lln^ iivoiviiL 

,Nor dc.) I believe tliat iite iiiyst-ifiraiioii ever aiisivereil iniicli 
purpose among literary men of einineiice liiyyiiiid rirrle of 
ids pcrscmiU iM't|uidiitaiiee. Hut it rvoiild be diflinili to iiiiie 
pose ^ that he had ever wished that to Im iiilierwise; it ims 
sufllcient for him bi set the inoli of readers ill gime, and abiive 
all, to esimiMi the iwinoyanee of having priidiiclioiis» aeimitly 
known to tei his, miifle the ilaily and Innirly fiiptrs of fimemV 
uiem in his presence-— eiiWHdalfy (prliiipsl in n 

new walk, to which it miglit lai niiiitrally siipiwwitil tliai l*«fit 
Byron’s ismtical stiC4*ei«iii timl divertiid Itiiin 

Mr. Jeffrey had known Hetott from his yiuitli -- iind iti rrti#*w 
ing Waverlev he wtw at m tmm to nnicitii! his rolii^icliwfi of 
itB ttuth<irHhti>. II« qtiiurnilM m uimiU with 
stylo and somo iuartifiomlitiws of »«tl o-inlfO'd jn-diii* 
to tho substwitial Miorita of Uiw work. TIm» t^iwriorlj ww far 
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l«*HM fuvimriil»l«\ IntIriMl t-hr ariicloH on Wavorl«^y ntnl Chiy 
^Iniini’riiig in tliai jonniul will Itrur Ihv tif ult4ntat4i opin- 
ion an biitlly im any oritiral piofon which t»nr iiint^ han pro- 
11icy im* wriitini in a raptioinn, cuvilliini^ Htniin of 
i|ui!i!»It% which j^^hcwa an complete lilindncaa to ihi» cBMimlial 
iiilcri'Ht of ilie mirrative, an the <Titic betrays on the f4nhjt‘ci <4 
iho Hcotlinh ilialogne* which fontiH its ontnnH*ii!» when 

he prtiinni!iccH tliut to he a ihirk iliatcct. of AngUthni F,rne.'' 
With ilii.H remarkable e\j‘eption, the cenaora of any ihjIc were 
not hIow to ctmfeaa llieir beln^f that, nmler a liacknevcd name 
itmi trivial form, there hml appeared a work «d' oriKinal creie 
five geidna, wortliy of heing phteed hy ilie aide of the vio'y few 
ren] maati'rpieei'K of proa**- tietion. ladtiin' romanec wim mnaw 
blended with taiaier. tpiiiinler hnmonr, hy Fi'rvanteii. In liiH 
fiiitiiliiir delimait ioiiH he hml eomhineil the atrengih of Hnmlleit 
with iti«' iiiitive elegance and nnatTecied pailnm uf (IcdclMniih ; 
ill hill darker aeimen In^ tiad r«ndveil iliiit real iragialy wtdeh 

S eiireil to fiiive h*fl onr theatre with the age of Hhakitpeare; 

tdemeiiia of iniereiit ao iliverae had iM^en hlendeil and 
interwaiveii with that niimeleBH graee, wliiidi, inm-e anrely per- 
liiipji iliiui even the highest lawfeelion in thi' cominaml of anv 
one airaiii of liimtiineni, iiiarka the maaier^iuiul eiiai in Natnrri 
iiiiwt ftdiciioini siiotild. 



CIIAFTER VEIL 


inibllcatlon of tha Loni of U»a Mm ninl <#uy wltli 

Byron (bii'l ton tIiniM-'r ■■ Ksourf-iisoi fo t\in>s l^nlillralloii t»f 

tbo Fiohl «>f Watrrlou ■■■■ Puur#i L»»i!rrM llw \%%iu\nm\ ■■ lliirulil 
“-und Mu* timt I’aloii td my l4ui»ib»rtl. I-Hla iHli.l, 

Thk voyai^o aiul giwwl ninvn mn%i liiin hi%vk in liigli 

vigour t^o bin dank at AldiotHfunL For ligliior %vtirk tii’ luitl on 
luuui tlio Mcnuorb of tlio HumorvilloH, a vory tniriiam 
of family hiHtt»ry, whitth lni liiwl uiitiortakoii In oilii iit ilio ro- 
quoHt of hie imig'hlMnir Lord Homorvillo. 'ftiiii wm iiiililinliotl 
ill October. Ilia stunimfi lalmur wim on tlio lairtt of tjw talra: 
of which only tlircc cmiibia luul !*coii wriitim when litmoiirlitcloil 
hig bargain with Coiiatablc. Ho lind carriml with liiiii in ilio 
Yaolit aoma prooLahccIa id a IwM-ik iliiii lhilliit.iif iio 
printing,, entitled Ikaiiiia illuatrative of Triidilioiia in Cliillomiiy 
and Ayrshire, by Joaiqdi Triyii, Hn|«^rviatfr of Kieiao ill Oaalli^ 
Stawiirt: anil, l.Mnng atrnek with the iiolea, wriilo, mi liia 
arrival at home, to the iitdlior, whotii Im liinl iipter 
questing in formation ecmeeriiing tht« of 1hiriil*i*rry, mi 

the Ayrslure coast, of which lie wisliml to «iiv sitiiiidliiiig in 
connexion with one of Ilruecdn inlveiituri^ii in llie foilftcoiitiiig 
poiiiL .Mr. Train tiid niiteh more thaii Hmli fni*! ummi to 
ask;™ for ho hiwl never hitnmdf b'lni iit TnriiU^rry ^ -Itiil iii« 
stantly rode over the hills to the a|i«»t, iiinl triiieoiiitleil imipy 
details of the cimtle and all it« legeiidu i mil tjiniiting it ItiiMf 
auperstition, that on the aiiiiiveriiiiry of the iiiglit wIp^i Unirc 
lanilcd there from Arran, %\m iiietoirie gleaiii iiliir'li iiml at* 
tended ld« voyage rimppeiired iinfailiiigly in the #aiiie qinifler 
of the heavens. Wliiit iwe HmM itiiiile of fliiK iiml oilier 
of Mr. Traill^ paper, we atHi fwiiii the liftlt niiilo nf I lie Lurtl 
of the Mw and itn iiobui i and tlici dale of llm 
(Novtnnber 3) ii thercifore itnpttrfcaiil m to tlio Itislurr *4 tlie 



fic*lic*!iic^fi. clr<i|ii nil lioiittii nf luiihomliip iii liis ciwii ji#riic«i, 
iiiitl liinnit.tnl liis It’iHiiri' witii umHi gmitn’iitw nHnidiitly t« iti« 
i*olli*i’|.ir»ii i*f whiit4:*vtn* nkirirn ln^ liktdy t4) Im nf ii«© in 

hin liinr ii4n|itiiiiit4i.ii!4% who* aftor oiio or two iiiiwtiiigrt, hiwl 
iiiifi with iitibuuiMloii oathuHiuHiii of atiiii’liiiioiii 
To iio oil*' iiitlivitliiiil iliil Hroti inv«^ m* tiuifh of iliti 
ttf iiin : anil mw of tlio vory oarlioHt. |»a«’k«’ir4 from riiHilio 

Hitnvari ( Novi’iiilior 7 1 roiitiujHHi a hiiliml rulliHi ilii'' iHiiiiain 
liiH’hiiiil* wiiioli, r«n*iviii^ 8ritt.t\*i rorollortion of a jifory lohl in 
fii« yoiiilt liy ii *Horvaiii of liin fat h«n*V, tlio 

Work of tli«^ iwaiiiil of ilio JaiaoH lljillii.rit.yiii\ in writ-- 

iiig by tlr*i4iro of Atifhor of Wavorloy ** fn .\li«.^ Kilgowort.lt* 
with II o«i|iy of tlio ffiiirth oiliticm of itmi novol (Nciviniilior 1 1 1* 
iliiit iiiioilior tiiticlii mmn Im ; lint, m lia 

inliloil, tliat ii wtiiilil iroiii t»f iiuiiiiiora tiiorn ntmimii tlinii iltosti 
of 17'1/h il IM oli'iir iitiii iiti imiUao rfwnitiliag ttiiii of (Itiy 
Mniiiioritig wnn ition iit tlio j»riiiior*H viow* ; nami jirolmlily 
Boffii liiiil iigiiifiotl in liiai that ho iloaiguiHl to liatHllo tho jio* 
rimi of tlio i'm'mmuU*m, Hioro ran, 1 iliialc, im iw litilo doubt 
ihai brgiiii tiny Biliwiiirriiig m m Triiiti*ii |iiiimr of tlio 
7th Noviutibu’ ri*jM’titul him. 

Ho wriliw, oil i}i«4 lh*tmriilii»r, to t*ou«iiihlo iliai ho fuul 
rorrt^riod liwi proiifu of tho laird of ilio iiiid wiw aid:.- 

ting fiiit for Abk-it-Bford to rofroali tho miirliiiiix'* Ami in whiifc 
tlid liii rofiwtiiiiimi of llio titittdtiiio ooitiiiiil? Thu {intuii wiw 
tiiltiUiiliOii oit llto Ifilli diiituiiryj iUid h« iiiVi, em ifmt ilof , to 
Morrili, ** I wniii in ahiiko mymdf frw of Wfivorloy, iiiiil iici- 
rortliiigty liii¥o itiiidr ii iiotiaidoriibhi oxorlioii to ait otlil 

liltdo tiilti wiiliiii tiiirli iittio m will iiiyitiify tlm jiiiblhs I frtwi 
- iiiilofiii tlioy ^ii|4|miir mo t4* l,m llriarinw. Two volitiimi 
iir«^ iilr«*iiiiy jiriiitiHl, ami tlm only immmm in iiiy roiiliilriirOt 
W. Kr^hiiio find llalliiiiiyim, aro of ojiinioii ihiti it la iiiiirli itioro 
iiitoroatiiig t-liais Wa%*rrloy, It in ii liilo td firiviito lifi\ itinl 
only varit^d by tho fauiltitti omhiila of aitiiiggirra iittd 
ifioti.” tiny lliiiiiiortiig wim |tiiltlialiwl mi tim Foliritiiry 
— liiiit in, rxitidlf two iiioiitlw after llm Iionl of tlii^ wiia 
diiOiiWMifd ffoiii tlw» iiiitliftr^a thiik| and — making but a nttrrow 
allowaiiop for llin of tliii trwtir^ritii^r, |iriiiii*n btok* 

»oilor, Art%* I iJiiiik llm ilatoi I Iiiivn pdltrml lonotlior reiiiliriii 
till! mtmritry nf wliat I lifitn oftiiti lioiirit Ikmtt ^iiy, Iftat tii« 
Mivtiitii iitifol ** wiia tlii^ work of »ii wroki iti ii tdirinliiMii/*’ 
Htirli WIW liii for rnfiwiiiiig lln^ 

I i«it flurry In tiiivn hi mid, thut lliia mmm%i tif liitaiiir, likii 
Hm toiKTilititt of Ii wliieh had dmihiriiliiiJ %i a ktiir 



p6ri<Hi, wm tlu^ of iIp^ tipp-isi 

Ifallaniyne’H hill.n. 

FiiuimK that ( ri«»l iiiot’l liirt 

of tht‘80 miiiUm, Mr. John li» Hmil iIpiI 

house inight |irtivo iiioro iManuiiiinMhitiiig if Iip 
to offer them iic»t only the l»iil ihv m-%\ 

tlie eatabliHheil favourite \\ iiverloy : htii tipoii tiir* 
proiKisiticm Seott at Im er'f<i. “ I JmIhi/ 

**your eimHlientH are all wri’t.r!iril us far m 
never will give {'otiHtahle, or any oiii% l*» i 

broken my wor<l with him in the «lpgr**«^, 

everything else. ! will at teas! kt*ep my lis*iii*tir tm 
ami I (h» luihl iitysi‘lf l«mn«l in liontiiir lr*iitlro' liiiii a 
while ht' 8 hal! etuitiiuie lo emu ply willi 
The result was, that Messrs. Lniigiiiaii iiisi.irrto««k llir 
nering, relieving «I«»lin t»f some of liis inirtiinlwuiiig 
Longman, in eoiupliiiiu’e with wish, iiiliiiitt.ri. 

to aihare in the mlveiitiire; innl milti unit* nr Iw’ti > 
originating in elrtuimatonees iie^arly siiiiihir, the Inn 
stable piibliahtHl all the aiilmtH|UfUit 

I must not, however, ftirgei iliiil lim of lie 
publiahacl a month Imfore Ihiy M.iiiiiieriiig. 11 ie pi* 
oeiveci with an interest inueh lieiglileiietl .by tho 
growing sueeesa of the mysteriiuw U‘iivfu1«yv. Its « 
so rapidly following that niiveh i«**l ii**eoiin»iiiiif*il it 
nouneeinent of iyn.jther profie inks jiwl tn l.i» 
by the «ame Itinul, pni^jueil iinil eonfiuimleii itin ni 
ness, Tim more mifiieitnia few aiiitl Iti 
making one aerknm effort more in fits olil line, um 
will bo cleterminial whether lie i»r tine# iiol 
renoiineo tliat for hia iiinv timi. 

The moifc imimrtiint nuiiiirku of tln^ pritinpiil lie 
the detftili of tiie plot iind exenitioii iip^ iiiiiietspi 
edition of the jammi ; iitid nlum siieli iiii e^4iri 
Judgment in two iniiator» of llmir eiilliiig, IppI tw 
bwm eiemplifltal in the profenMiomil erilimion in 
romanees* The tlefec^to whieli kali iniiiif niii, ui'r* I 
btii too rmtapletofy mciilaiiieii by the jtterisiiiig %fii 
toe mpidity wito whiefi lliit, Hip hwt ni limm^ /!*.•§ 
Mieoii hwi \mii tlmiwn off; imr iki I ih;tt niliPi 
low MM to do inffldti*t b# the nhi 

toe imperfeetioiii of the Umi ol ihr tidin 
tot whole ehaw^tir of it» r«^ni iiinl i 

of toe Battle of Bannoekbnrii* wdiiidn mm tli it mw* r.i 


tliese works from something like the same point of view, does 
aot appear to me in the slightest particular inferior to the 
Flodden of Marmion. 

This poem is now, I believe, about as popular as Kokeby ; 
but it has never reached the same station in general favour 
with the Lay, Marmion, or the Lady of the Lake. The in- 
stant consumption of 1800 quartos, followed by 8vo reprints to 
the number of 12,000, would, in the case of almost any other 
author, have been splendid success ; but as compared with what 
he had previously experienced, even in his Eokeby, and still 
more so as compared with the enormous circulation at once 
attained by Lord Byron^s early tales, which were then follow- 
ing each other in almost breathless succession, the falling off 
was decided. One evening, some days after the poem had been 
published, Scott requested James Ballantyne to call on Mm, 
and the Printer found him alone in his library, working at the 
third volume of Guy Mannering. — Well, James, he said, I 
have given you a week — what are people saying about the 
Lord of the Isles hesitated a little,” says the Printer, 

after the fashion of Gil Bias, but he speedily brought the 
matter to a poiut — ^ Come,^ he said, ^ speak out, my good fel- 
low; what has put it into your head to he on so much cere- 
moiiy with me all of a sudden ? But, I see how it is, the result 
is given in one word — Disappointment J My silence admitted 
his inference to the fullest extent. Plis countenance certainly 
did look rather blank for a few seconds ; in truth, he had been 
wholly unprepared for the event ; for it is a singular fact, that 
before the public, or rather the booksellers, had given their 
decision, he no more knew whether he had written well or ill, 
than whether a die thrown out of a box was to turn up a si 2 :e 
or an ace. However, he instantly resumed his spirit, and ex- 
pressed his wonder rather that his poetical popularity should 
have lasted so long, than that it should have now at last given 
way. At length he said, with perfect cheerfulness, ^ Well, well, 
James, so be it — but you know we must not droop, for we 
can’t afford to give over. Since one line has failed, we must 
just stick to something else — and so he dismissed me, and re- 
sumed this novel. . . . He spoke thus, probably, unaware of 
the undiscovered wonders then slumbering in his mind. Yet 
still he could not but have felt that the production of a few 
poems was nothing in comparison of what must be in reserve 
for him, for he was at this time scarcely more than forty. An 
evening or two after, I called again on him, and found on the 
table a copy of the Giaour, which he seemed to have been read- 



ing. Having an miihnmiiHiii' vrning Liti> in It 
him if I might narry tim Uiok liPtiP* ttifli iK.f% In? i it 

glancv cm ihi* aiitograph Mii/.cm, * ihr j 

fnm mil* nf hin rnirartnii ivijiiPHi 

I hat! imt olmarvial Lcmtl Hynm m iniur**, 

insaripticm ? ^ Hiiid Im; ‘t)yt»a, I liad luif nmn 

no inac^riptioiu you aro equally wplr»*imn* I ainir..^ 
and he eontinuetl — * Jiuiioh, Hynm hit^i llip inail 
even pretend tledge my iirntw,’ \t iIiih liitip he I 
seen tlyron, hut ! knew inimnl aocm t«i !«- in 
no dould, the miglily etuiHUiniiialiitii pf the uii^^^iiiir h 
barda woulci he iicTiifupli.HhecI — and i Im h:i 

numt he locckiiig forward tt» it w’it li iiitere'?4. 
tenanee het%Hmt» llxed. and hi^ 

couriitn^^ In a minute or t.wt» ii-fierw‘ii.riii4 lie mm^ froiti 
|>a(*4^d the rmmi at a vtmy rapid rjit.i% wdiieli wm lim j» 
certain mcKab of mind, then tiiinh» liileini liali, iiint hiir; 
an extra vagtuim of laughter, cried ins *111 

what Byron should my to me wlieii -we are lilMjtit In in:’ 
other— 

Art thou the man wtioin ttieii fiiiiiwl f Irit^ijJe call f 

And then how gariuanc would la^ iiiy aiiawi^r 

Art thou the atlll iiion^ faiiwi Toiti Ttisiiiili tlio iftiall f 

Thia/'^ coneludei Mr, li, ^^kept liiiii full iif iiiirlli fcif 
of the evening.’’ 

The whole scene is delightfully fdiiiriielt^rintie : itinl 
of Boott than of his printer; for IlnJliiiifytiei with a1 
found woralu|i of Ida m*nefiiet4*ri mm an iitiiloiiliisiig a 
in ^^the diHUsion of the piililic, or riitlier of tlie 
and among the many alwurditiea iiito mddtdi tm nn'** 
the p|HHhiin of FiiB^riifiater-litiw led liiiin I itevi^r * 
consider with i|amal aatoiiblitiieiit, the fneilily milti ^ 
seemed to have iMlopted the tintioii that ilie |lyf*»ii t»f 
really entitled h:> iumdmit m m j^qiuhir 
emtingi as no man of hit talents iHiitld fid! lii flf*i tlii 

f low mid depth of tJhilde Hiindil, lie iilwavti a|*|«i 
lind to the fact lliiit in the Cliiniiir, flte Hritip tif 
lParisin% and ind^l, in all liw eiirly narr.itivem llii 
at least half hi« tm iiitiittliiiti of ii«»k i 

share of the reit to the lavislt use td wutlcrMsi^ mh 
never employed^ only hmmiisii liii geiiiiiii wm iiiiilr-r i 


jiiiw Ilf high rjf iiHiritl nu'tituilf'. All tliii I^ord lijrcm 

liiinHi’lf If* !iiiv«’ fVIt tiioHt : witiit‘«8 fiia hittara 

aiitl liinrit^ft; aiiit I tliiiik I nw luutiy tliat b.ifeli th© 

ilf'thiiiini «if ilii' liiilliiiig itiitl itn imh^x. *♦ tlinhsiuii ciF tlii.i lMM)k- 

Hidlin’i'i/* ili© HHiii© way ut 

If Jiifitiiiry liriiiiitlit. ** tht*ri* wuh iihiitiiiaiit 

tfi i4|.iir© fur h'l'lirmiry iHIfi. Uuy Miiiui«*ring wan 
r^♦rlhvt*lt wit It ©iigta* miil hy ii<’c‘hiiiiiiiioii 

I’liUy wurtliy !*» tli*’ !it»iMHirn of \Vitvini©y. I'h© ©asy 

iiiiiin|»itrinii thnv uf i\h hIvIi^ ; tlii^ hi’iiutifut Him|tlic‘iiy% amt liftr© 
iitiii liii’r© lilt' wihl Htib’*iiUi «if itn ulipirliPH <if 

Hrtgiirry ; tlii^ rii|ynl» »'v«*r hingtift’iuiig iiiit'r©iii of ili« liiirriitiv©; 
ilto iiitiiffoiiod kiMillHirax of foidittg* tho iiiiuilv fHirity of thcHiglit, 
o¥ory wlioro w iflt a giatilo huiiioiiriinclii | 

liiit, iilwivo III!, il»4 rirli variety nud akilful roritriiatof cliiimotiirs 
iiiid liiiuiiiiO'.H at onn^ fronli in ririioa, liiul Htiim|i©d with thti urt- 
i’orgoiibli» Hoiil «if iriiili ami iiitttiro; thoH© wori» rliiirmi tliiit 
»|inko t-o tn-ory hoiirl iiiiil ttiiml ; ami tho hnv iiutriinirMof |mdiiiitio 
©rtllthioii wf'^ro limi in lh«^ votoo of goimriil iloliKlii, wlaoh mn-oip 
fiiib t-o widroiw^ Itm invinithiti iliii.i intrmluroa t4i ihti Hyiupaihj 
of iiiiiigiriiiiioii li iif^w groop of iniiiiortiil roiiliiioi, 

11io firiil o«liti«»ii wm, tiko that of VViivorloy* in ihrim Utt!ii 
vciliiiiii^n* with n huiiiilitv of |iapor itiul^ printing whirli thti 
novidint wonki now tlmctihn to iniitiito; iho a 

piinoii. 1*iw i*iipi©H of wtiinh it oonHiitef} worn icikl tliii 
ctiiy iift4ir tlm jiiihlioiittofu iiml within iliriw iiicnillti cminn a 
ioninitl lii'iil II tliinl iinj»roii?iiott, milking tognllinr filMMf nopiis 
iiioro, Of tlio iiiiliiint|imnt ¥ogui| it in iimnilniw t«> npiik* 
till tliif rising of tiin ikiiirt of Himnioit in Miiroli, Mnott woiil 
liy mn% hi Lniiikiii with lib wifo iim! iliolr oklo»i girh Hix yimri 
hint olitpml ninro Im litnt iiiUHmrod tit tlm inidropolin; Aiitf lirll- 
liiiiii lift liw roropiioii hiol ilmii bmii, it wiw itiiniioro io oit tlti 
prowoiit mvimioii. Hrotland Itiwl Imini vinilod in tlio tiit4*riiii| 
rliiolly from tlio iiilomni oimitod tiy liln writingn» hy ©rnwdi of 
t4io l4igli«li iiiil»itity% moil of wlioiti Itiul fmniil tniriiiliiidtoii hi 
Idn pnwoiiiil iirtjiiiiliifiiiino a fow kit*l piirlfikrtt of liia 

liiwptliilily III Ailioitiid or Alilmtiford. Tlio gintoriilioti ittiiong 
wlniiin I II gotitnn of thin ordor foiil» Itb own iiillimiioo 

with Itm iiiicl iwn^otoil «»oiitkloiiw~t«i^wtioiio fronh 

itiiiiik iittil oiim tio tii« Itiinwdf iimdo tlnyiirii imkdihlo iiii- 
- ■ ilip goiioritiioti with wlioio wirliont roiiuiimo of ltt« 
fionrt iiitfl flimsy liin iiloit liml Imm bloiitti|h wim now grown to 
tlio full uUiitm*i IImi itioooiii.- of Utwio rw^oiti not oti,^ wit oti 
tforj liiiitn^ Itio iiilijnet of tvoiy c»ii¥or«ilioih fiml, wiHi lbi«© 



who <ii(l not doui»t thoir parnii.t’!*'. far iii-r** ilias 

vv(hglHHl lii.s (iot’iinaiinii, liuhitiu.s alii'r aih lo i«>^ 

aiico; whilo thi* myntory ilia! huin.^ r»\rr lip-iu t|uirl 
(airioBiiy of ilu' liositalinvt aiul rtaijr'ii ariiii: tnanv 
luuno on wliirh ovor uiol aiiou bhuh* nr>\% vin'uuv4,itiri 
laUnl Htroogt*r suHjaoiiMi* hMJiiinl thr»ii.r:ii tin 

which ho had thnught fit fti o!}Vi-h*|» if. i 

|MU‘io(lof hi^di national pmlt' aiitl , At %ir 

l^rinoo and pot)|d(* \Vf‘ro \udl |«r«*|*:tr«*d ti* has! liini i 
po.rIui{>H than any otlno* inasfto* «»i' tho prn. Ii.isi rMiit 
Hii.stain ilu^ Hpiril t*f haodand llirMnidcai iln’ nirM,:: 
wan as yot snp|»t‘s«‘d tu ha^f In't-u t*'ruuii4i»’4 »‘ii fl 
''ronlouso, ‘*1’1iank \uii an* fMiuuu,: ai l.i.-.i ” 

Baillio iuui written a nnatsh or Iwm' 
iniinl t-o Ih' Htared at i»n!v a Hit!** h'r*.** than thot '/ar «d 
or old lUnohor;* 

And nowtof^k pluro Hallanty nr‘H *• niiidity 

tion of iho mooting of tlio two hardn.** ** ? 

to M(M>ro, *U«mI proparod mo to moot a inaii **f |ioriil 
and a <|ui(‘k tonipor* ami 1 had mniio doiihtn whoilio 
likedy ii) Huit tnudi t»lhor in ntHnoty. I wa.H yiuiii a^^'ro 
appointod in thia nnspoot. I found !o»rd Hyron m tli 
dognm courtoouH, and ovoti kiml. Wo inoi for an It*: 
almost dailyt in Mr, Murray'^ dniwingu'iwmi, iind fom 
deal to nay^ to oaolt tithor. Wo alno nu'i f'roi|uoiitiy ; 
and nvoning HCHdoty» ho that fr»r ahont tivii nouilli.i 
advantage tif a omiHidorahIo iniimary with 1 I 104 
individual ihir .Hmttimonla ;|grooi| a g^wwi 1 I 04 I. oiii 
the HuhinctH of r«digioii and |w»litios, u|Miit noiliior §»! 
WEB imdinod to lndi<n*o that Lord Uyron oniorlattiod 1 
opiniouH, I rcuinunhor Haying to him, that I nmlly lit* 
if ho lived a f<^w yoarn Uo would iilt4*r Iiim Hoiiliiiioiiti* 
Bwered, rather Hharjdy * f Hiip|»oiio yon aro imo of i 
propheny I nhall turn Moihiidif^td I rophi^d * Nn 
expect your eonverHion iti IwMif i^indi jiii nnlimirt' limh 
ratlier look to »ee ytni rotroat iipon itio rmllmlio 
tinguish ymirnidf by the auHtority of yum poiiaiirof,/ ! 
gravely, and Heemad t4> allows ( migiii righl. 
ha UHeci^aometiimm to exproHH a higli Hiriiin *4 »li,. 
called LilMiraliiiu; hut it iipja^iired In ino ilmi ilwt p 
aifordad him, an a veltkde for lii^filayiiig km %¥it « 
against individiialH in ofllee* wjw nl tho of tin 

thinking, rather than any reiil oiniviotiiui of tlio fiolii 
oiples on wliich he talatiti Mu wm cortmitily |irtiii 


f.iuk aiitl iiuriruf faintlv, iiihL in thui rmpvvi, us luurh an 
;u'iat»»i“rat^ as was rnii.H}!iti’nt wjfh I'txul nniisn aiut hnaaltng. 
SoiiH* ilis'^uaf a, Ih»w I luiuw tn»t, annutal tti !un itj Iiavn 

i»ivrn lltia |«ia*uiiar ainl |aa it a|»|H*an‘(i Iti fiM‘i nuntnniic’t.iiry 
rani of mint!; I»ut» at hoart, I would ha.v<‘ tannini ftyron a 
|»a!ririan on |jriuri|t|o. . . , Ltusl riyrnu’s fraduii,!: <liil not 
fo' in«* to lia\'o !h*oii vorv oxlriiajvo, taf hrr m |»nffrv or 
Iiinii»ry. iiavnu.* t.lio mlvautui-a* of huu in that , and 

|Hr5Hra:uiitc a i^ood roll! |»of «*nt aharo of auidt as is liftir 

I was aoiiioUmoa al»!o to put uiid<*r loa r\i* whirh 

li.id fi*r him tin* intonsHl of uovidty. I i*i'mrnihrr |»iu1 irularly 
to iiiiii iIh' lino poiun of Hard\ kiuil an unit.alion 
of tlir «dd Siailli'di hall. id. With whu'h ho was ,h<» miu’h affiaiod, 
l.ha! :H«:»nio out* who waa in iho aanin a|t;uimrii!. a^'diud nm wliut 
I roiihl |»o‘*sihly havr hron ttdliiiK Hyron hy widcdi ho was 
HO iiiiirli aK'it.afod, , . , laUo iIm* ohi Imwous in I!ouifi% wi* 
oxrhaiii-tmi i{ifl?4, I ^avt' IhTon a hnautiful dav^^nu’ inoiintod 
with i-told, whndi had hron iho |«ro|»**i1y of tho rodtudslini Kill 
llf-y. Hut I w;m til |ilay I ho |iart of liiotuod in t in’ lliaif, for 
Hvroii Hunt liH\ aoino iuno uft*T, a hiri^o ,Ho|inh‘hr;d vaao of 
Kilv«’r> If- was lull of doad iiuur.a honoa, and fsad in'aTi|dionH 
oil two liidmi of iho haao. ( tiio ran tliua; ‘l‘ho honoa roir- 
tuiiiod ill thm urn worn found in <*rrlani anrnuit Ho|tuh*hr*'S 
wtllnii I hi' wiiIIm of Athmi.s, in t-ho nnuifh of l‘V!iniary 
|H||/ "riio ollo’r faro Iw’ara fhr Iiiira of #luvrnal * AV/wiidr 

iihi'iia in tiurr Humm*t invrnirHf d/or.^ a'oIu futtiuf 

tpitiniuhi muf htmuHUm I’o tlioiso I havo addod 

a iinrd iiif-irri|*tiiin, in woriia - -o ’rhr uift of Lord Hymn 

to \\ddtor Si’oti/ ’riioro wiui a h»ft.rr willi tliifi vaai% inoro 
v.iluahlo to iito l.hiiii ilio nift itaidf, from thr knitluosti willi 
wdiirli t-ho donor oxproaMod hiiinsolf toiviirdn inr. I loft it 
tiiiitiriilly III tlio urn with tlio Ihuioh; hut li tn now iiiiHfiinic, 
All til*'' ihid’t W'aii ip»t of li niituro to iiriirfisial hy a iiioro 
diuiio-stir, t iiin roin|itdlod to aitii|MH't tin' inhos|iiiiilily of Htiitio 
iiniiiadiial of liirtlior atiition, moat itriituitouiily oxorriaotl ror- 
iiitiily* aitiriu iifior what I hitvi^ hiu*o liiiid* no niio malt |irii|iit.lily 
rliiMoio III Ima-ril id \nmnvmiuu, thia Itlnritry I’lirioaity, Wo liiiil 
li guild liriii of liiiiglinig, I riuiiomlau% tin wliiii iho |iiililir luiglii 
iiii|i|iiifirtl III l-tiiiiks tu^ aay, rofirtu’inug ilm ghaiiiiy and tiiniinuw 
lintiirp id iiiir liiiilual gifl#t. Ho wauiofton undaiirtiiily — idiiinut 
glo«i|iiy. Wlirii I olmorvnd him in lliiH litiinntiri I iwod idihi»r 
t4i wiiil till it. W'juii oil of it« owai lyrortii or till lauiio niitiiriil 
mill oiiiiV iii*i*lr lirrtirrod of Ininiing him iiif-o rofifomiitioii* wliim 
itio liiiiiiiiiwit iilltiniii iilwiijM hdt liis roiifitoiniiirt*, likr^ tlio iiibi 



rising fruiii a. landsiMpi*. In <‘M;ivi‘r.'4a!inii, ii«^ w;i,h 

mated. ... I tliink I alsu r<*iiiark«'tl in lien 
BUspiidaa, whim In* .Bfriurii Im and t'tui 

theri^ had uni lHM*n a .sarn*!* and iHThap:* MfiniNntn ut 
aoimd.hiiig eanually said to Idta. In ihi.-* aa,;.** I ad- 
it best to let his iiiirid, lik«* a tmnbh'*! -Npruig, \\^*vk it'' 
whiidi it dill in a minute nr twa. i wj'. fMimdr-rai 
you will reeollet‘t-, than my tmldi* fro'isd, and li.nl i 
to fear luH miseonstniing my :'4i*ii! iimiiia luward-k luin 
I ever the Hlighie.st reaaou fu dieila ih.ii ili*') wrii* I 
turmai on his part. It I had «MTa,;a«»ii !«» !>»’ iiiurntis 
display td* genius whiidi threw inle the :>d{a,di* sa.di pr 
as I was lljeil .Sllppnsed tn pu-,M-HM. ! eeirtid 

that, in my own east*, the ni.iteri 4 l:‘i «»!' immlal teip|a 
beim miugleii in a greater prMp»»i;! uju, . . , I h.n 
e.oTitinued to tiiink that a ensis uf life ua.’. arrived, in 
new e.tii'eer of fsiiiie was opened tn Inm, and tiial hm 
penuittt‘d to start upmi it, he wuidd have uhliferaled i 
ory of Htieh parts of his life us friend'i wtnild wedi !<♦ 

It wavH also in tin* H|uang of IKId tliai SetUi had, 
time, tlm honour of being pri*seijli‘d to the Ihiin'e Hegi 
lioyul .Highness* on reailing his Hdinlmrirh Address, 
to william Humlus* tlmt^ ** Waltt*r Seitii’H ehurming h 
about tlie laureateship mmle him doubly deHiroir^nf ne 
at (lari ton ilousei** atid there iiad been nllier nie.^eui^ 
tlu3i Frinetds lilirarian. thi heariirg from Mr. ty-idi 
Heeretary Ui ilu* Adtnirulty ) that Seett wa.i to i.»r‘ m 
the middle of Mareh, the ihdnei' said ■ Let me kin 
he e-omes, a.nd Til get up a snug lit tie diiuier I hat 
him;’'* and, aft-tu’ ho IiimI l»t*en preaiuilesl and gi.ieii 
ceived at the /rmee, ho was tnvileil to iliiiiuT lieej 
through his esisdleni friend Mr, Adam uiflerward |,n 
(JonimiHsiouer of the dury t*oiirt in Seoilamlid wh** at f 
held a eoniuleiitial oflieo in tin? royal fioitnidedd. lli* 
had eousuliml vviifi Mr, Aiiani idsi* us !«» the r*ujjp,»e?n 
party. ** lad m havts'*riiud he. a few nf 

™anil the more Heohdi the better;'* amt iw*tli llie riii 
iiiissioiier ami Mr. Urcjker iissiiro me iJie piiriy 

i This most amliifole iwul veiiemtil# iiif ilimr 

frienci, died at Kdlidmrgh on tlm nili petifiiary In lim «!i 
his age. He n'ltafiml his strong ineiiliil In iiirir 

to tbi last days of this long life, ini*l wliIi iliein ilif itiirinfli i«f « 
lap whioh bad andeared him Ut ail wlm were »* ,« to 

opportunity of knowing him -- to iiotni tmm^ tltiwi ^wtt., 


iiiM.Ht itii: uiiil nn*’ in tlimr It 

th** I MiUi* i»|' \ nrk fill’ lull* I'liilia of 
ljunlori illirii .M m!' liuHilsi ihr lalf^ ,Mar«|iiiv4a of 

!li»i1ior«l tllp-n laod \aniiMuilif Mali i»t' k*i!o iiiiil 

SrM|!‘:i raii\ MrUilh*. “ Tho I’riiiro ainl Saoll/* 

.n:i\ M Ml', i I'tio'l', “ I'brii* llir !um Jhm-,! hrilllJli! :Jm|\ fr||rr:l HI 

ilnnr iiinrf.i! ttia! ! lia^* 'riM’il tst mrrl ; tln*v 

li't* I H <| li .itt , 1 ! •' » •! t k»'U' ami IjmI h r \r ji * *>1 I lir !i|M i V r". t Ital 

Willi I 111 , On ||l•^J.ir, I rr.ilh r'Miili 

!ii»| jiiTifk’ whirl,! m! iIh’Jii h.nl fhi* I’hi* .Io’'a'Stl 

w .i,a I'liiiiaii! >'»i uHIi Srit||,.M Smli uatl} linii ; ;umI ttfi ;t!I hi.'i 
.■a!h.Nr»|iir*nt Hi Ia»n»han ia* waa a frr*|i|iiit, ihn'mI. at tin* 

ru\<il f.ihlo “ Tin* Ohii’l f ’iiiuriii.i*ao{ifr rtHiiriufiora tlait 

tlio rrilirr via-i |>ai I ii'vilat ivilli tin* 'a iiiifaaioio.i 

of’ tho u!4 »SrMlr|t jaj|ar.n ami laU'^'nrH, wlurh In., a Knyul High-' 
iiraa aoiiirl iini’N |iy lm!irron.H tnut.a of I'ortaiu oriihiiial 

aagia-i of Ihhowii iir*|uaiiil iMion. Srott ft*!*!, among yfImrH, a afory 
U’liirti lio waa foinl of IoIImik; ami tlaM'omimmtary of Ium Koyiil 
! liglii<f’Mi4 oil liiairing li iiiMnai*<i Si-oH, o|i*ai minitioimd it 

iiftrrwiirila. I'lm iiiMaalofo m thia: X n-iiaiii wliriiinatr 

lio wont oii ii |iaiin'iilar wan in ftm Imint of vnaiing a 

goiiloiiyiii tif gooil fotinno in tin’ nrigliliotirhoml of ono of ftia 
foium. amt atayuig at toa.>H ono inghf, \viu«'h» liinng Uiiti 
of tlirni iinloiii rlmmi glavorH, limy Urtnally oonrludml with ttnnf 
favonrtio gamo, Ono Horing rirniii ihi’ waa nf»f lioiiilod 

lit. day In’inik, ?io llio Jinlgi’ juiid ** Wooh Itoitald, I inuMt oVn 
roftio l»a«'k tliia gain in I In’ Itarvoal, and lot f lm gainn lin owor 
for ilio |*rofioid.; ” and hark ho raino iii Ontolimy init not to Inn 
old frioiid’a hofiiiilahh** honno j for lliai goiiilonaii had in itin 
inttniiii i4|»|»i'idiinitlinl ott a ra|titai rlnirgo fof forgi^ry )OWitl 
liifi iiairm tiiood on lln’ /Mrn-fo#.^ /i*##//, or !i«t of ilioao wlin worn 
iilioiii t4i lio Iriod iiinlrr hi?^ hirmor gimidia iiU:M|»iro,.H. Ilio Iiiird 
WIII4 iiidioiod and irioit arrorditiglv* nntl tin's jury ri’tiiriiial a 
vordiri id” Tlir- ilinlgo iorlliwith jtiii on iiia aoc’kod lint 

iwiiirli iii»fiwor.rt to ilio Idark rii|i ill Mtigfiind'h and |»riiiitiiiin*iMl 
tlio MHiioiiro of liio law in tho lOitiiil toriiia *** To Itiitignd 1^? 
ilio ni’rk tiiilil ymi fio dmid ; and may tlio Lord hitvm iitrrry 
ii|»ittt yoitr uiilia|.i|iy aonl ! ** Having romdndml lliia awful for* 
liiiilii III liifi iiiiwl winoroiw iiad«nHHi, flio Jiiilgiy diMiiuniniiiig liii 
foriiiitliililo ln’iivpr. giivn a fiiiniUiir iiihI to Iiih iinfiiriiitiiitn m> 
f|itidiili4nrt% iiiifi niiiil In liim in ii m'lrt- of rliiirkliiin — 

** Ami liiiw, HiiiinJil, my tiiain I think Tvo rlmrkiiiatwl ynii fcir 
Tito llognitt Iniiglmtl hnariily al tlitii »jti,tdtiiim cif jticli- 
tdiil liiiriitiiir ; mid ** T faiih^ Wallor,*^ mid ho, **itiii4 iihi liig-wig 



seems to 
Bon^t you 
fa^t — 


have taken tkings as coolly as my tyrannical self, 
remember Tom Moore's description of me at break- 


‘The table spread with tea and toast, 
Death-warrants and the Morning Post ? 


Towards midaiglit, the Prince called for “a bimper with all 
the honours, to the Author of Waverley, and looked sigmfi- 
eantly, as he was charging his own glass, to Scott. Scott 
seemed somewhat puzzled for a moment, but instantly recover- 
ing himself, and fiUing Ms glass to the brim, said, “ Your 
Royal Highness looks as if you thought I had some claim to 
tlie honours of this toast. I have no such pretensions^ but shall 
take good care that the real Simon Pure hears of t^e high com- 
pliment that has now been paid him." ^ He then drank off his 
claret, and joined in the cheering, which the Prince liiinself 
timed. But before the company could resume their seats, his 
Eoyal Highness exclaimed — Another of the same, if you 
please, to the Author of Marmion — and now, Walter, my man, 
I've checkmated you for ance." The second bumper was fol- 
lowed by cheers still more prolonged : and Scott then rose and 
returned thanks in a short address, which struck the Lord 
Chief Commissioner as alike grave and graceful." This story 
has been circulated in a very perverted shape. I now give it 
on the authority of my venerated friend. — He adds, that hav- 
ing occasion, the day after, to call on the Duke of York, his 
Royal Highness said to him — ^^IJpon my word, Adam, my 
brother went rather too near the wind about Waverley — but 
nobody could have turned the thing more prettily than Walter 
Scott did — and upon the whole I never had better fun." ^ 

The Regent, as was his custom with those he most delighted 
to honour, uniformly addressed the poet, even at their first 
dinner, by his Christian name, ‘^Walter." 

Before he left town, he again dined at Carlton House, when 
the pai^ was a still smaller one than before, and the merri- 
ment, if possible, still more free. That nothing might b© 


^ Since this narrative was first published, I have been told by two 
^ntlemen who were at this dinner, that, according to their recollection, 
the Prince did not on that occasion run “ so near the wind ” as my text 
repr^ents ; and I am inclined to believe that a subsequent scene may 
Mve been unconsciously blended with a gentler rehearsal. The Cliief 
Ommissioner had promised to revise my sheets for the second edition ; 
out alas i he never did so — and I must now leave the matter as it 
jstaids. 


Willi! itig, flu* I’niM-i* juiuK fu*vt‘ral Hong.s in ihv rtnirna 

cif tliai mnnuni: hm wi!ii«*hh tin* HnnM in SnHan Serrudiit 

*' I I* nr A will hit! flu* huff It* 

With hin Mitlqriij-i iiiul ghw4« ; 

III iHiir t'iili, »»! |iir ^jiy ^ 

Hrr|' n|» !h»- i**n! 4Uui iU flu* lay, 

Sti»is l»rni Mill' tri'rliMrn liumHiir utilt* 

Hill »lr-*nMt,n niittfit hi* #ifatrly, ftfiTu, und mun’g* 

tlrfnri* In* rnliinnnl fu Kilinliurglu ^*n thn «l!»i of Mav, tin* 
llogrnit -ioijl liiiii a irnhl aiintf Intx, art. in hnlliunlM, \\it\i a 
iiioilailiMii nf" In** Kuyal I liglnH-HvdM !n*;nl <ni tin* lid, ** ua a. tnnii* 
iiiouv ” iwnfr'i Mr. Adant, lu tninaindt-ing it) *• of tlio high 
o|»inioii Iti.H Ko\ a! Ilighnnaa outortiinia of jour KoniuK jiinl 
iinn’it 

I traiiHnriho wind follown from Jumon lhil!aiiiyno*H Mrmth 
rumlii : **Al'li*r Mr. Sroftn firHt inlnrviow witli hin Hov«*r« 

tdgin ono «*r fuo inlimatn friniida took tin* lihortj of iin|uiriiigi 
wliui judgiiii'iii tin Itiid ftu'inoii of tin* Hrgrnt’.H taiontH ? Hr* 
iliH’liiii’ii giving any- dotiiiih* uiiMWor Imt rrpoutnil* tliai * h*' 
wiw iJn* gsuit ll•l}iah ho hud luuni ri*rtaHily tho tirwt, 

HHffiinh gmstloniitn «»f Iuh diiv ; thorn wiui aoiiitdliing ahi*ui 
liiiii whirin iinl*^|»oiii|i-nttv of tin* tin* '* diviiiitVi widolt 
liodgoii ii King,” iniirlioil him aa Mfuinling oiitiri*lv i‘V liiinmdf ; 
hut liii to tiiii ?ijK»koii i»f HM diHlHn'i from Inn oluiriidng 

miiiuit*r?h how oonid isnv ono form ii fair judgment of tlmi man 
wliii iiilr«*iliirod wlmlovi^r fiuhjoo! lio rho#4i% diMrufim*d it jimi an 

Ititig an in^ rhojiOt itiid diHiiitniiod it whoti ti«^ rlnwi^ ? * ** fliilliim 
tjiio add.H '* What I liitvo now to aaj ia iimn^ iifijwirliilii, iiiii 
tiiilj ill iliadf* liiii im it wdl «uiid»l«^ jou to givo a thud riifitrjH 
tliriitiii to an itijtiriinrii ro|w*t1. whioli him tuaui in rimilniioii ; 
vtt, iliiii th*^ fh’gmii imkoil him m to I ho iinl|iiir^lii|i of Wiivor* 
loy% iiiiil rosanvr’d a iliatiiiot iiiiii Moloiiili iloiiiid. I look tlioliiild 
frowioiii Ilf rri|iiofiliiig In know fmm him wdioilii'r hin Ifojid 
llilfliiit^fifi liinl f|uof4tiimoil him on ihiii «iil»j«»rh iiiiii wliiii liad 
lii»oii tiiii Ho ulaiiowl at itio with ii h^.ik of wihl «tir- 

firimh iiipI liiiul ♦ Whiii asmwor ! might hiivo iiiiido t-ii iitioh 
II Hiirnliiiin |»tit tni mo lij ifij iHovoroi It'll* lafrhiijii I ilo tmU of 
riitlior |Mn’liii|ifi I tin* kiifiw ; hut I wim iiovor |»iii to llio 'tout, 
Ho fur ItMi 'ii'olliiroit a niim ovor to |*iit in illdirotl a 

Ihiriiig litii hriof ro«i«lotnm in lamtlriii, l<i«t Ids iltmr 

frioiiil ifoorgo Ellifi ^ ■■ wliioli throw a lioitvj ohnitl tivor si liriglit 
slj% Hill llio jiiihlii't ovriila of tho tiliio liiiwt idiilli! liili'o twill 



Builloiont' k«‘op hitu \i\ u ci! ft’i'i'‘t*i rwiitHtu 

lus rrl-uni t‘> tin' Niulh, Iiii4 Imh'H f'ltil; 

and tJu' a!li«‘«l wrn* fun! aHHfiiilihiiv: in tlir ! 

HIh olliida! duties {•utniMdli’d liiiii !*» clrf'i^r i 

anxitd.y tur'Mi at and Inn niri'ry 

t.h(' fuil^ uf Kurn|rt^ hiid ilm'idrd Hi 

fritaidn wviv wtdi awi-iri^ uf Iub in vihiI, iI 

an Hium nn tlio hi^hhioii wits tivrr; mat li** V'i*ry kiii« 
tlio lumpuHul uf thrm^ yuuni* iiiai4ldM»}!r:4 nt I'lir^rtiMS 
e.apn* to luaka tin' axanrBuai in Ihh atH-iiiy. 

Witli gfiit Itniunj. Alnxaittlrr Triiud*^ ^d” 

(siiHa^ M.P. fnr 8idkirkHlur**’t, U«»|irri tirtin^ Imri 
Argyll*), aiai hin kiiisinam tlm tufa 
(if (Jala, la'. U*ft Kiliidiurgfi araHniiiady ilit^ L*: 
'riu'y t-ravtdlad hv tia* j4ag«' anarli, iuid t»«di tia' r* 
t>ridga; far (hiia iital Irtilli iisimil»ar?i (4' 

Hit.v% W(a*a df'fdnni.H <if Hliowiiiii itn li» I 

Aftt'r tlitH winli hatl graiitii'd, 

“d'ha wmthw waa liaauiifiil/* miVB fAila, *» irn i 
Hide tlia ca>ada At aiartiiig. tli«a*a wiw a ginw'ral i 
tliifBt, ilia mmr'qiMaaa' i>f axpariiw'iitfi iivar»i 
ctdahratad binhopot luy Aim^i inir fra'iat* ti 

in great glen, tuul never WiU ii merrier kmkel llniii 
all ilm nmrning. He liail raiitimmi} n.;4, nil Uniting 
never to numn ntimeH in aimli Hiitifiiinna, iiml oiir ii 
this rule was rewarded liy mmm iiiiiiwirig iiiidden 
amploj m wo entert'd tim town wtii^re we wi^re In di 
Imming man, %vho waa in iito|i ttmri% t-tmlc la-raiiii 
Heott for the plinumro lua ii.nrrdiiteB iifftirtleti Inin : 
a good memory, sir/ aiiid lie: * iiiiiyliii|i, mm, ym 
write down what yott hear or Iw' ii-readiiig iilMml 
Hwered, very gravity, that h« did |>iil 

notes, if anything atruek him pnriimiiiirly, ht llr 
it happeneu tliat he mil on ihii while iln^ rm 
behind him. Here, hy degrees, lit* l«*eiiiiio altiiirl« 
reflexions. He fn"H|tiently refieiileit t4,i liiiii:fielf, ^ 
perhaps, for ti gmid while/aml often nfiiileit nr mtm 
seiiming eompleiely iHnnipiial mid Hh i 

Tastly seiantifie and rather griivn in a ^ 

Benjamin and hroiu'hhriifiineil mat tiiinif ii t 

long glanee at liim, evidently siwiieeiiiig llial iili w 
witn the tipper itory, hut jiri»ertiMl |»rffM*t jMiIiii 
poet wto, however, diiwoveriMi lij ilie eiijitiiiii nf i: 
which w© ermstd to Ililvwtiliijg | and a |M»rilfnii 


wii?i» til iif flii* f.tifiihlm'H ili whifli 

iliiil WHi'lli V lir|}| iirilikilij^ luH lii'iilt li.’* 

Sriiil I liil'Wirti* frn'«HVi*ii t 

iiiiii? i»f nil fi* ilunijt’ I hi* ji»{irii«*v* ii tif 

miiifii In'* fn hu%i’ rrmiy fur |.»uli||riif imt ‘“tiy 

riin-Hlul Wi'i'k f»f ; ntiil I full li h** ihrrw hifi 

tliiily III Iti'* wili^ ililii tin? Imi'jii uf' I’MtiiiiiiiiiiiMl i*i|in iitfaiif. 

fur nil iiiinitiiinry griniin *»!' u n|>ur-il«n' Mniri\ n 

tir;il Isiir*!, n riir«l rh^ritytiinti i»l’ ihi’ Prr-ihy li’rnui l\irk, ainl n 
iirisliit’r, II v**li^ri4ii iitrii'*n* «in luilf |iiiy. Thi^ iM-iik i*! tln;i hiMt 
|iara«iiiii|:'f’ f^Jinrlly with llini *»!' Iiia awn 

t’lih'i' l»ru! Iiinn Hritti, % ho iihio* hko itii’* -\hijor of iho 

liiiti M'lVinl III liio Ihiki’ t»f V<*rk’f< iiiifiirt uf 

I hi* i.« Hilly II filmiiltir ihii|.|!iu4*» for hiii nistii ilirtn- 

t 4 iyi Ii »it htniiir*!, iilnwly i»ii.«^n iiii’tiltuiiinl ; I, uni Hoiiir^rvilhs 
loii^ 1*1' flii^ Iliniril i»f A|inruliiiri% wan raiirn liiirii; 

siiii'l till* fill nni" 1 1 Hint niitii^iitinl l»r. I >«ni||hi ,?4 ul’ iliihiHliir-lH wiin 
lii?i ®* iiiiiitfilur Ilf ilii' iifiin’ 

lufoii i,|ivviiiirt *4 hy llii' little rtri*l«i iii AltiiHtfiforih wwv tniiy*- 
liiil-tiiii lt» Miijor fliiliii Hriitl., Inn iiiuthin’, iiinl lUitlirrfunh 
in Kiliiiliiiriili i frciiii ilnnr liiindii Ihtn' imawnl ti* tiiiiHouf Jiunm 
Hiilliiiifyiii'^ 1111*1 Mr. iMiili of whi»iii ainHuri'd nn* iluit 

llif< ri*|*y iiltiiiiiilnly noiii In iiin riiinitHfinh in iiri’ii! 

tif t!i*< iilnitliriil itnniiii iliiit. hit*! niinriniiiivi’ty rtnirlnnl ,\|i 4 rtijin 
i!iri«i||li llin |«iii Tlw r%mt lirnl of rtiiirn*’ iw lliilliuiiyiin 

It, « whilst riilililoit ; htii, mi tlm Ihiiirn 

til hni Kitiifblk urn Imi rmnnilprwl im ii trim iiinl fiwili* 
III! jiitiriiiil of tlitfi Thn nf inmlyiinhi will 

fiiltim’i iiin'iir jMiriniywl hitiiiwlf iiinrn iillfitli^nlnil Iriilh 
lliiifi 111 flii.li titiii nffrirt, if mirli hn rriilly fiiiminil lin wiw iiiii.k- 
mgs In nmimn ilw rliiiritnU’r «»f **» rrimn iihl Iiiir1i*4nr.'’' 'rii« 
wliiili* fiiiiin jiwt m till wiin, hrt^ailinii in wilJi nil liiit 

fiml lif»tiP¥i'ilpnt ivtiumthy «»f liniiri* nil liw ii!iiir|i» 
tiw« Ilf iiii-iwrviilitiii, mill iiilwir ilirnwdimnn cif rnth^xiciii ; nil liii 
miltnifiniiiiii fur iiainrp, fnr riniiitrv lifm for ititii|iln iiifintinri 
iiiiit fiiiii|ili’ fifpiwiirni* inixinl tiji witli nii wjtiiilly gliiwtiig mitliti* 
iiiiaiii, III ■ifliirit iiiiitiy fiimy uttiilin for Ilw tininfit rnlir« iif 
fmwtiil iiiilitpiily iiiiil liiai, niit liwt, ii jiiiliin uf iihyniriil 
mpimm for i}ip"”nirt!tiiii«t«iin*i iif wiir/* wtiirli l«»iirii 
1*1 tJin liiiitnl t»f iilitl 1 fihiill iifit tn'*«- 

fiiwii iiti iiii^ riimlpr uf llmk ibtlightftil rnimrd, liy ii fnw 

|iiirt4niilitfi wfiipti I iiwp l€» Hip Jtitiinw nf Ilw |tiirty, 
l*iiiil i.i«kiitiwlwlg«i« ill im liwl !t4.t.nr, tln^ {ipriiniil 

iiitaittiiiiii wltinlt Iwi r«;i#i¥Ptl» wlillw in Piiriit friim l^irtls CJntti* 



cart, anil ; aial lii!it.M that, tlin 

ini(‘rv<‘nti(>n, \u^ hud ai*vrral of lint H|4r' 

giv(‘H liy tin' wltn-r^ lip n;m 

crowuwi IuwIh of Kun»|H^ grtni|ttnl flit* i:a.ll.ii: 

who had cut a way for thoin to tlio guilty rafotal «.» 
Hr, oU/s rrrrption, htnvrvrr, hatt Urrii diMt iii|..:iiu*iirtni 
of which .PaarH langtuigi* givrn no iioiiuii. Nt^l 

above iKUard widroiunt hint with roniial aafSHlaiiimi 
Puke of Wc’lliagton, to whom !»• iva>i tir:if lU'o.Hiaili 
John Malrobn, trratrd him tlam. ami rvrr afl-i-rwa 
a kiudut^HH and ritnfnirnrr, wliirlu I fiavi’ uftiui lirarii 
Im couHiihwtHl an *‘thr higlit%Hi rliHlttaiism t»f hi-i I 
nnrd to bJl, witli grraf. rifrii* tb»' rioaimHlaitri’H *4 
dmdbm to tlu' Hm|.>rror Alr-xatnirr. at a dinner gn 
Karl of (hdhrart. Hritit a|*|«rarrd. i*ii that ii'rra.Hii! 
bhu^ and n‘d drrHH of the Hidkirkfiliiro latnifriiai 
the (’zar'a lirHi c|urHttoin glanring at Iu.h 
what atlair w'rro ymi woniulrtl ? Hroli jugintii’il 
aufTarrd from a natural inlirmiiy; wliirh Itii' 

aaid, ** I thought Lonl rathrari mmlituiril ihat 
servedJ^ H(H)tt olmervod that iho Karl looiird a till 
raBBod at thia, aiul j»rimi|4ly iiiiswrrrd, ‘MI ym; m 
sauHe I have Harvaci — iliai in, in tin? yrmiijitiry ri 
home furra raHamhliiig lha Landivt4ir» i*r laiiiiln 
^Ulndar what rcminiandrrV'* - ’‘Hmiih !i(j. Ir riimihiu 

Ware y(»u avar angagad ? In ftoina alight artiiu 
an tha hatthMif iha i’roBH Puuarway iiml tha nffair of 
MillJ’ — 'rhia/* nayn Mr, Pringlo of Wlivibank* “ v 
saw in Lord Kathaart’a firra, aiitllrioiit, no lir uu 
turn iha ronvarHation to aoina other laibjert/’ It w 
sama diinuu’ that ha ftrni mat PlntoffJ wlm 
a graat fancy to him, thouglu adtln my frn^inb ** 1 n^, 
think they had any acimmon langmig«» to roin*’r^t» in 
day, however, whan Pringta iiml Hrolt ivi^rr iialhiiig 
ill the liua da la Paix, tha I tat man !nijt|«*iir4l to 
©antaring with mmw of Ins Knswrlis; a.^ m he n 
h© jum|H!cI off his horse, leaving it, In the Piilh* iind 

i Saatt ftckiaiwliMlgi*, hi a ii«m t« Hi WrII < %«l i n 

h© took from Fiamf! this imfirali of Mr. ‘rotii4iw*w«l llii 
at tha dlitaiiei of a yarti «r iw«i nemtiwl lialr anil «ffo«titi, 
cloicdy ixamhwid, to \m mmmail wiili a iiiillioti of wiinklrti, ro 
other in ©vtry ilirticahm |MJiitihlp, Inn m Itiin a* if ilrawn tin 
very fine 'Unia dltl tf#ry llllla |«*ritliw4if tritiaiii ir 

Ms memory, to in dm ilititi for gititig iltr 4ii ^4 rnmnii 

»om© imaflnary 


iiji til hiiii» liiiii iMt i‘arh liidt* uf t.hi! i‘!iin*k wit.h c^Kinior- 

iinvAvy uf alliM-fmu and tlnni tnacit! him 

iiiiilrr!i!a!i 4 . !liriHi.|.di an ai«iiMi»M’;un|n ihal. im wisluni him t(^ 
jtnii lii-i niaff lit 111** r«-v}i*w, whmi In* wonlci iako 

rai'i* III liiMyiil litiii nn fh*^ 1-aailh‘fa of hi.s hkrains* ImranH. 

It, will h*H?'4 nur|a-mn^.t that Snoft Hlnuihi h;ivn Ihm'U 

Imii* *iirrti II nil lijiii'h an»*iifi*m hv tin* h*;niiny nnhlinra a, ml 
ril aJ f'Hiiirii i»l iHn'inany itnm in Pari'-i. 'rin* I’anm ut* lua |HK*t.ry 
li.nl alnaiify hrmi i*’i!,ihln4ir*| fur nnnn* ynara in th;il. nnunfry. 
\'*-f it ns.4\ Im‘ \iln”th»a' lUm'Ina* hml Imani uf Marminn 

aitv tiiHti’ llian riaf“lf; ainl nhl lUnrlmr ntnn*k Snott/H tVlhnv- 
aa fakiiit,: niMfi* uiInrn.Ht tn liiut than any* fornigu gi‘m 
rral, tmly t hn ili'tinam 

A atrihun-* |♦a.•-^Ha^!n in Ikuira tnnlh Inflnr iinlii'afr*H tho high 
iiiifiuii w liii’h hud furiund uf Ifm |H'i*Htma! r|mili(:ina of ilm 

Pniirn <*!' Orufigi*. Afl«'r dnjnrling, witli almuni |)r(»[dn*tin. 

tlm ilaiigm'u !*» ’^iltinh tini tlnm rtn’imi unitm nf Htih 
laiiil atnl Hnlginiii insinl. In* In* mnc’lndnH with 

ing liiii tliiil Ihn firiiUH'HH ami aagariiy of tim King of tho 

jNii«tlii*rhiml?n iiinl tln^ mlmi ration wtiirh hin hnir'n nlmracl.ivr 
amt hearing Innl iilromly stfmmg all, nvnn Hnlgiaii 

oliHrrvrrH, iiiiglil ulliinaloly jirovo niTociivn in r«nh*nming thiB 
ilif!lf*tili rx|***ruiit*iii from ilm nniml failnro of 
iiir#ih«f* iinionnntii^rt, liinl nit tho ofJior hn'iim iif moth'rn (lain, 
litnlor of %%hii'h ritiim ami dialrirf.Ht atul nvnn king* 

iloiiifi, till VO t*i^on jimaiinl from oim go^n'rnumut i<i aunthmy an 
thn |*ro|»i'rly of hunla or ntiH*k in tratiHfi^rml hy a bargain 

Iw’iwooii |srivato 

It if! not h^f« riirioim to vnH\\nm\ with ihi^ BubHoqumit nmirHa 
of iilfmrn in Fraimo, ilm folfowitig hrinf hint in PanrH Ihth lnfc» 
lor: giumral rallying jHiint of tlm LihoraliBtc^B in an 

iiviiwoii liifiliks’ to tlm |iromait monarrli ami hin iinnmtliato non- 
twthmn, 'rhoy wall nimnltria tlmy proioml^ mi nmoli to the 
gotioriil iimliiiiaioim «if Knri»|»t% m to a king finnn the 

iliiiifi«»ii ritro; t«ii tm iiiitiit Im one f»f ilmir own ehooBing, and 
Ilm I hike nf I lr!**iiit» ia iiitmt faiiiiliar in tliinr nionilisd’ Thim^ in 
tlii very liiitljiiid Iiib eye deietdeil thi^ mfiJurtUitm de quinze mm I 

An yi4, tim litoriiry rojintation of Beott had ininle hut little 
wiij iiiiioiig ilm Frinmli niitioim f»ui Home few of their eminent 
men ¥ieii P¥eii wiiti ilm eiitlitiHiinitie ilerinaiiH in their eonrteouB 
unit iiiiweiifieil iitleiiiionH t«i liiim The veimrahh* (Ifmmikr^ In 
|iiirtii.itiliif, mmiiieil im%unm k* emlirimo every o|>portunity of 
aelitig iw Idfi riimriiinn many tnoriiinga were i{M.'mt in 
t!i|iliiriiigi tnitler tiii giiiilaiiee, ihw moit reinarkablo ioenoi and 



c)bji‘rfH of Iti.storirai ami iinlapuiri.iii i 

ii.i iHiit'hbiMirhMii.i, Hr 

umi his voimi^ runi|»uui«»UH at, sluiiirr; but tli*' Li-it * 
liOTH wan tlHU’rui^hlv |Hiaaoiir4 b}' a |*r*’triiiiii.ii'v *'i 

l1io |nH*t, tm iho HalrMii, m.n |r'i"*»'iilr4 !■* 

wlunso hiiii an ib*’ 10^:1! luilt 

CH'OrmH’U; lior waw llia h^an'lirA, \^hru hr I 

liiinutoH afU*rvvurii^4, that hr li.al uii 4 rrp.:Mip^ I hr 

.David iho liItM>ii-Hrainr4 lu'UHh.” 

Kroiu Darin, Mr. Hnirr aial Mr, I’riiiKh- iit'iif i»ii 
lauciMt'aviiii^ thi‘ }^^r^ and Hala !«» rriuru Ipnnr 
tla*y tiid by way nf Dir|i|«% HriKhtrii, and bMud' 

lirrt\ nil tho lltliuf St'pirjubrr, thal Smll liad hr 
iiig with byroia iirfarrmd Inn yniitii.* !u*’ml in I 
to t’U'll ini Lui’ii lU'rt»a, wh«* imn^rd I## with th* 
ludtd, 'wltrrt^ ho mot ahHi» i‘harI«\H ^|.allnn\.H and D; 

(Jala lian iwtiriiod it in tun iiutrdMMik ua tho iii* 
iiig day ho ovor ajmnt. ** llini'' I did laaro/* tu 

Byroids l«»aatiful |»alo fiwm, liki» a »jarii’.?i - gn 

But ho waa bittrr w\mi a oniitrani iu Smli! A 
auaedoton of Uritinh iiniwonn liiul nini 

a young goiitJiuuaii -■ - lyp.! iM’ni iiwi'i; 

tho hoiul wtiilo iamvi»yiiig an luilor I'rniii Uh’* Did 
ataggorod on, imd didivortH.1 hin iimnnago wlimi at !■ 
dtiatla *Ilal’ natd Hyriuu * I daronay ht^ mild ih 
moat laun'do without Ida hmub' it wan nl" 11 

Hmd Waiorloo did itoi thdighi liiiii, |irobaliiy -- 
ocmld talk or think td Hnirooly anvtlniig idfio/’ 
MaihtnvH a4’{?ota|ianiiHi tlnun mu bir im Wanvirk 
worth, both id wltitdi oiiatlim tlio fawit had nmi 
now rcH^aiuiiuMl with |*artiinilar mirintiiiy. lln 
night at Hludfhdd ; ami oar ly niuriniig Hruif n 
to provide himmdf with a jiliiiilor’n knifo i»f iIm^ tm^ 
oontrivanra ami tiniiihod wtirkniiiimliip. lL4%-iiig f 
to hill mind, aiul whudi for ninny yoiirn iiftor %vm li 
pouket4W)m|jaiihm, ho tvrcdo Iiw%iiiiiio mi a i^r* 
Soott, AblKjyfimi,” and it tu Imi oiigrii" 

handle. On Ida mentioning ilii.!i ito-tnii^ilitui ai 
young Gala ©iproaHod hi« dimin^ t 4 » «i|iii|i liiiiiindf ii 
ion, and wna dmaitod to the ulioji itim'iirtliiigly, Wl 
purclm^al a iiiidhyr knifo, iiiid |irimliio«l liw niiiiiti 
thii engmfor, the maator outlor oyt^l tfin iipiii 
moment, and mctdaiiinid i,f iiitla 
hop© your tiokot may aorve iiwi iii m giml iteiml m 1 


sHtHit!*?4 lias jiiai iftniis I'pHii my itiii* «if my Iwsi iiipii* 

lilt Iiiiiir:it frIlMW froiii thi^ Xnrth^ wtnii Miii <»f liin wIhiii 

lii^ laiw It !i«^ iiii’ n \\i*rk’a Ui»rk if I wuiiltl Ivt liiin 

kri*|i if. Ill liiiiiMrlf ■ aiul I t*H»k Stiiunirr.H at hin wurtf/' Hrutl 
t<» talk Ilf tiurt h.h MiH* m! iIm* luunt gratify iu,u' tM!iii|»liiJiriitH 
|i 0 iH'rr rri‘riv*'*i III Iu.h lit^nirv fa|»a*‘!ty. 

ill a l«* Mi»rtiH, It** h.isn: ■ ** \\ v vi>alfii fanth* 

i*n iHir r»iurM t»» Sr»»lla!isi, ului’h r*‘Ui;uu‘i, in »»i ' 4 !iiatif*it» 

iia liriuit if'iil UM wliim Its ualivM um-«* |»\ I»,un! Hiiiim, 

in ftii^ rliyiin's in’ was mm' kmnvii ft* |»t» f^nlly ttf. llvw 

timy at'«% l'ri*m a fsiiir t»f in an inn at. i urlisln: 

' llr-r«’ rlsirli;^ m fuf nnsikkwt f4|»rawl, 
lirtr f’litlii’w f4ji|Ui|||, 

llrfr Nr*.!»-hm*ni‘*-s t J. * III*’ walk 

lliii I wiilk^ n»r all* 

Woitlil it imi li qni/ Ih iifivin 1 i? 4 i* ‘Fin* roiniriil Works 
Ilf Ikiviil llniiiin with iitiiiss, rulmal, hialm’iniiL iiiiil w* tVnih'-*- 
with nil lisstnrinil iiiijuiry intti ih*’ u,h<’ of i’Hms f«»r hmikfiwi; 
II ithysinil f|iHrm4,HiMn mi tlio fanst’H ctf tlmir mldhsl; a 

history «»f th«' Knytliah rhiirrh innHtr» himI uf I hi' rlu»ii* of i'nr- 
lisln in |tiitin'nliir ; a l'n!l Hnomini nf thn ailiiir of IT-In, with tiio 
triiils, hist ii|»ias’hos, iifid an forth of tho poor plnitlM who wn»rii 
iitnippml lip at riirlishs and histly* a fall an-d partionliir 
srnjitimiof rorliV', with tho gi’iioidogy of ovory hiniily whoovrr 
j«iH*40H»od t|. ? I IliHik, ovrii wiihoni inoi'o t.liiin ilm nsnal wawiii 
of iiiiirnni, tho I *1 linn II of Oiivnl woiihl iiiiiko a doi'i’iit twidvii 
stiilliiiK tmii’h. 1 aliall think nNinl it wdion I hiivn oxhioisttiil 
iidni' mvn ondun/ 

iCoiirhiiiK Altlitifaford, Hrott found with his huiiily lii« old 
frimnl Mr. Hlunn^ of UnhinhiW', wdio Innl rii|rtH*|.od him lii imiiiii 
lioiiio fiiioinna and «Iiiiiioh Ihilhintyim. who iiinl iirrivod with ii 
ropiiiiifi liiidicotof hills, riihnnh'rs* tiooksidlnrs* lottors* itiicl 
iliontfi. From omdi of ihoso visitors' mmiioriiiidii t now oxirimt 
fill i4.iii»i*diito. Mi% is of i% sniiUl imonKti tiiiiiior, liiit 

iiiti It jdiirini iho iiiiin so roinpioiidy Imforr iriysrlf* tliiit I 
iitii gliid ii«^ liiounlit it worth sotting ilowti. During 
iilimuiroF* riiiys ills friiuid, “ his wifo hint hiid ilm tiny liriiwing- 
riiniii of ilip titlrd tiji with now rhiriF/, fiiriiitiiro-- ovory** 

iliiiig liiiii hrtui ant out in tim l«^st stylo ■ = iiiid utio iiiid hor girls 
tiiift Imiui tookiiiif forwiiril to tlio pti»itsiirt» ttdiit*li tlioy 
tlitf lilllo fiiirpriim of llin arriutgimitnits would givo hitri, lI© was 
rw’iuviul ill tint fi|iritn« frosh rtsini, snt hiiimidf yiiiiiforlifclily tlwit 
til ilni uitiiir |irii|mroi{ for liim, iiitd r«uni«iifiil iti tliii full tinjciy* 



nient of his owo iirosiths aioi ii rrtiini to liis n 

out. tlio ioast <‘onsrit»u.s!io.ss that muj t’haiiv;o taitl l.iki* 
imiil, at IoukHIu Mrs. Srt»tt\s patiiuu-o rmilii hMlil mil 
aud liis att-cuiiion was to it. 'ilo' \'r 

h 1 h‘W<hI at having oaustal surh a iio-iit , .* 

an a.iuiahly fharaflfristio ^‘-aud in lh«* roitr^.r nt" ili 
ht^ ovory now anti thon thrtnv out aiuiio woi-il i*l atlni 
rtH'ouHolc* 

Ihillanijno's iioh* of fhrir nionnnvt'i Vindfr* 

ilunso itnuns : ■“ilt* hat! jii.sl hnui ri’Ur'uiu.' ;i |«. 
iuu|Hn*ors aiul kings, whir!i sooinril, lik*' aiit'litrr 1*0 
(doth of ({old, to havo ln'»*u i:m! up t*» rr\dr'.i* ItrlMir 
Homo of his own splomlitl do.’U’ripf loiui. i It-rin-p'd lu 
nu^ what was tin* gimiu’.il iniproNsiun !»‘l! <ui iu-i o 
answm'isl, that ho might now say lio ha*! sron .md 
vvdih all (dasst‘H i>f Hinaotv. from tlm pal.p-p !o flo- ri»i 
inoludiag t^vory tsmoinvaldo sliado td’ sonmi’o and igi 
but that im had novor foil awoil or abaslu’il in 

cmoo of tmo man-— tho Ibiko of Widlinglon. I 
Hurprist^. Ho said I ought not, for that- tli»’ Huko *»!' \S 
pcmsoHsod ovory ono mighty tinalitv of llio inind m a I 
groo than any fitlmr mati ditl, or fmd rvm’ «loiir. If 
boliold in hiiiii a grisit Hiddior and a groai 
groatost of tnwdn Wlnm ii was ioiggi’'?«!rd ili.ai tl 
on hin part, saw Indbro lam a. groat aii*! no 

Hiuilod, and Hidil, ‘ What would t.!io l-hdo" of Wrlling 
of a fow bitn of not^rln^ whiolt porhapn hi^ liio-l ii*n-rr 
for whioh tJio strong probahilily m iliai lio wmild n 
slxpomui if ho hud?' Ytm art» not/* iinldit liallaiit 
HUppcmti that ho hnikod sltoopish or tmiharr*iio«‘d m 
anno of thc^ Duko — indood you widl know Ihal Im do 
could not do so; hut the folding, i|iialitird iiipI 
have doHorilHHl ii, unquontioiiahlv did oxnd. ti» a roriai 
Its origin foriuB a curious nioriil jirohlom ; iiinl mim 
be tracml to a mxjrot. oonatnousnoss, whiidi ho iiiighi iii 
advert to, that tlio Duke, liownn*or gnmi im ii fuddir-r 
man, was so dofoctivo in tmiiginiitinti m to jwi iinuipiil 
preeiating that which limt fortiiod llip idiariis of Ihb 
wall M of hii works.”* 

^ B Ii proper to mid to Mr. Ilaliaiiifiin^i ii-iliiilciii »f iii. 

aaowkl prohlitn/’ that he wjwi in tite lniirr tiiiy# a 
of th® f)ttke of WellingBm's fMiliiim; i« wlilidi iiirriiiiiMaiirn i- 
to th«i same intimoraiMla, the only iliiii twinurm 

hlar aad Soott. 1 tliink it very probaiiln iliiii iMii Um »mu 


lyrj bests of nis n etc us. 
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Tiro jears after this tiiiie, when Mr. Wasliiiigti^n Irring“ 
Yisited Srott, lie walkeil with him to a f|!iarry, where Ills |..H?opIe 
m'ere at work. The fat-e of tlie iiuinhlest de|eiideiit;'’ he saySj 

brigliteiieil at liis ap|>r<m‘li — all ]taust*d fifaii Tiieir labour to 
liSYe a pleasant * mk-k wi' the laini.* Aiiiuiig the rest was a 
tall straight old fellow, with a healthful eumi’Iexion and silvc^r 
hairs, and a small riHniil<'rowned white hat. He hud been 
akiiit to shouliler a IicmI, hut ]auseil, and at Seutt 

with a slight sparkling of his blue eye as if waiiiiii: his turn; 
for the old fellow kiieiT he was a faiusurite. Si-uii aeeosteci 
him in an affable tone, and askeii for a pinrh of snuff. The 
old man drew’ forth a horn smiffdx)X- Hitx>t niaiid said Seott, 
‘not that old miill. Where's the Ixmnie Frtuieli one that 1 
brought yon from Paris?’ * Troth, your honour/ replied the 
old fellow, * sie a iiml! as that is nae for weeknlays/ <)u leav- 
ing the quarry, Seott informed me. that, when absent at Paris, 
he had purtdiased several triding artiides as presents for his 
defieiidents, and, among others, the gay sniiff-lxix in question, 
wMeh was so carefully reserved for J^undays by the veteran. 
‘It was not so much the value of the gifts/ said he, ‘that 
pleased them, as the idea that the laird should think of them 
when so far away.’ *’ 

One .more incident of this return — it w’as told to me by him- 
self, S4)me years afterwards, w’ith gravity, and even sadness. 
“ The la^st of my cdiargers/' he said, “ was a high-spirited and 
very handsome one, by name Daisy, all over white, without a 
speck, and with siieli a mane as Rubens delighted to paint. 
He had, among other good qualities, one always particularly 
valuable in my ease, that of standing like a rock to be mountetl. 
When he was brought to the door, after I came home from the 
Continent, instead of signifying, by the usual tokens, that he 
pleased to see his master, he looked askant at me like a 
devil ; and 'when I put mj foot in the stirrup, he reared bolt 
upright, and I fell to the groimd rather awkw’ariily. The ex- 

view with the IMke In his mind when he described the introdaction of 
Kolaad Gi«me to the Regent Murray in the Abbot : — ■ “ Such was the 
personage tefore whom Roknd Graham now pr«eiit«i himself with a 
feellag of breathlejss awe, very dilerent from the ufual boldness and 
vivacity of Ms In fact he was, from edacatioii and nature, much 

more e^ily controlled by the moral superiority arising fnun the elevated 
and renown of ilic»e with whom he coBverwi, than by pretensions 
foaniied only on rank or extereml ^ow. He might have braved with 
iadifferescc tli© presence of m. Earl merely distingulslied by Ms l»It and 
wronet ; hat he felt overawed ia that of the emiaent soldier »d statio- 
Bma, the wieMer of a natlua’s power, and the leader of her 



i'HHjs disliki‘ 1u iiiv iiii4 'Tmiii l‘iiriin\ tth** :il 

}u‘ir !i» wliilt* luit ;iimI j.irkrt, :iii4 hu fMiili. 

SiHiti liiiH mutli* iiH' liiHruril a «*!' %\ .ih -v 

try wln'tlnn* luihiliiiiruf-M w»n.il4 |!ri«iiiri' liim 

fn»m Ium <*lti fnriii! . hiii li.ir-iy iill* 

it) l)iit*k him wtlh all mauin’r i»l' "flirt 

ilUiX|)lic»n.l)lti InU h«» had r»’ri;iMil\ t.ik^’ii 
thud, in higli dud.i'«**ui aiul disirii-i! , and .il'tr-r fr\ hi;: 1 
at tlu^ iuturval of a \u*idi» I iti |i. 4 ii will 

aiul wars lutd ruuiMiirM ttf \i,ar:i nvrr, I rvmih 

forth io havi* dnm* uiih hiudi daiiily l»hn«|. I iiini 
gootl hoIhu' t’i»h/‘ S»un*d»»dy HtiitJU’/ai’ih ilm! Ifiuiv ti 
utmHidtnuHi Inmsidf an ilf-UHinl, hy hmiiv? hdl al 
iMinl wtuii oil hig journey. “ Ay/’ rmul lo% 
havu many ihoughlH of thoir owia no doiilit^ Ihai 
IMamiraiu/’ Thun huiKhiiin, ** 1 *roili/’ mini iii% iim 
bird had whiapurod l>ai.Hy tJnit I hinl in nw 

rnviuwH at IhiriH on a liitlo uf a wlnli 

au‘ wan hd*t bdainl ItmiriiiK^ Tidur ami tin 

Hcott had writton vurnu an widl iw iirtinr^ iiiiriii,|( Ir 
Thu Fitdil of Waturlmi wan |uililiiiliod fnd'oro tlir 
Ooiohiu* ; thu frofitn id tfiu ftr-Hl udifinn baiii^ liin ro! 
to tlm him! minted for tlo' ridoT of tin* %ndow« ami «d 
tho iHoIdittfH nhiin in iho |)altl«\, Tliw aj*|a’*ar 

dinappointuti thimi! niont- ilmpiinuii lo fiym path inn 
author’H viuwn am! iWlinitn, Tim iliwioii m iinlr 
from iuH llaniuH’khnrn to hin Wiilnrloi»: tlm pru-Hui 
Imi viHiido rimhiy of what hm dritimoi oliormlinl , norii 
ovarawud \m imaKination. ami |.aiim*l it inhi a wtmk | 
of mmmtwni. Tim kirntof |iiirn miiivn loiiliiwiiiiiiit 
hSeMM- horom that fidl aroniid ilm lliikit nf Wi 
porHoii, liuarH, !iowatvt^r» llio liriiadin^i iinirkii uf IIim 
Minafcrtil : ” 

... M | 4 j|^ aatlaat faillnf pye 

KtIM Iwail wht^r*’ ^tiiinlariii fly* 

•Atiil ('aiitufoin ill ll»i» iilni€% «f 
IHa llkp thu off»|irliig «f 

and tliii i» far from ladiig f]i« nnly rniliviiitng jnw: 
ptmm wan thn firat u|miii ii milijimi likttly i,i bi 14 ^ 
Iiatikmiyiftl ; amt, having ihi? iiitvititliigti tif tMHiiing 
Hmall oliciap form ~ (|irwit«iitJy iiiiitelwl froin .Miirriii 


gallant trcMii 
to MidroHo/ 
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LIFE OF SIB WALTEB SCOTT. 


in person, whether for the purpose of war or sport. The 
banner was delivered by Lady Ann Scott to Master Walter 
Scott, younger of Abbotsford, who attended suitably mounted 
and armed, and, riding over the field, displayed it to the sound 
of the war-pipes, and amid the acclamations pf the assenabled 
spectators, who could not be fewer than 2000 in number. Ihat 
this singular renewal of an ancient military custom might not 
want poetical celebrity, verses were distributed among the 
spectators, composed for the occasion by Mr. Walter Scott and 
the Ettrick Shepherd. . . . The parties parted with equal 
honours, but, before they left the ground, the Sheriff threw 
up his hat, and in Lord Dalkeith^s name and his own, chal- 
lenged the Yarrow men, on the part of the Siitors, to a match 
to be played upon the first convenient opportunity.'' The 
newspaper then gives Scott's Lifting of the Banner : " 


“ Then up with the Banner ! let forest winds fan herl 
She has blazed over Ettrick eight ages and more ; 

In sport weTl attend her, in battle defend her, 

With heart and with hand, like our Bathers before;” 


— and that excellent ditty by Hogg, entitled ''The Ettrick 
Garland to the Ancient Banner of the House of Buccleuch : " — 


“All hail ! memorial of the brave, 

The liegemen’s pride, the Border’s awe! 

May thy grey pennon never wave 
On sterner field than Carterhaugh.” 

I have no doubt the Sheriff of the Forest was a prouder man, 
when he saw his boy ride about Carterhaugh with the pennon 
of Bellenden, than when Platoff mounted himself for the 
imperial review of the Champ de Mars. 

Mr. Hogg in his Autobiography informs us that when the 
more distinguished part of the company assembled on the 
conclusion of the sport to dine at Bowhill, he was proceeding 
to place himself at a particular table — but the Sheriff seized 
his arm, told him that was reserved for the nobility, and seated 
him at an inferior hoard — "between himself and the Laird of 
Harden." " The fact is," says Hogg, " I am convinced he was 
sore afraid of my getting to be too great a favourite among the 
young ladies of Buccleuch ! " Who can read this, and not be 
reminded of Sancho Panza and the Duchess ? And, after all, 
he quite mistook what Scott had said to him ; there was no 
high table for the nobility — but there was a side-table for the 
children, at which, when the Shepherd was about to seat him- 



iboai, iLxo xjLJLCiivo. vviiisperea tuau ib wa.s restJrvtJU jlux 

the little lords and ladies^ and their playmates.’^ — Hogg was 
incurable j if it had been otherwise, he must have been cured, 
for a little time at least, by some incidents of the preceding 
winter. He then, being as usual in pecuniary straits, projected 
a wort, to be called The Poetic Mirror,’^ in which should 
appear some piece by each popular poet of the time, the whole 
to be edited by himself, and published for his benefit ; and he 
addressed, accordingly, to his brother bards a circular petition 
for their best assistance. Scott — like Byron and most others 
— declined the proposition. His letter has not been preseiwed, 
but nobody can suspect that it was uncourteous. The Shep- 
herd, however, took some phrase in high dudgeon, and penned 
an answer virulently insolent in spirit and in language, ac- 
cusing him of base jealousy of his own genius. I am not sure 
whether it was on this or another occasion of the like sort, 
that tT aines varied the usual formulas of epistolary composition, 
by beginning with Damned Sir,^’ and ending, Believe me. 
Sir, yours with disgust, &c. ; but the performance was such 
that no intercourse took place for some weeks, or perhaps 
months, afterwards. The letter in which Hogg at length 
solicits a renewal of kindliness, says nothing, it may be 
observed, of the circumstance which, according to his Auto- 
biography, had caused him to repent of his suspicions. The 
fact was, that hearing, shortly after the receipt of the offensive 
epistle, that the Shepherd was confined to his lodgings, in an 
obscure alley of Edinburgh, by a dangerous dlness, Scott 
called on a kind friend and protector of his, Mr. John Grieve 
(a hatter on the IS'orth Bridge), to make inquiries about him, 
and to offer to take on himself the expenses of the best medical 
attendance. He bad, however, cautioned the worthy hatter 
that no hint of this offer must reach Hogg; and in consequence, 
it might perhaps be the Shepherd’s feeling at the time that 
he should not, in addressing his life-long benefactor, betray 
any acquaintance with this recent interference on his behalf. 
There can be no doubt, however, that he obeyed the genuine . 
dictates of his better nature when he penned this apologetic 
effusion: — 

^^GabrieVs Boad, February 28, 1815. 

Mr. Scott, — I think it is great nonsense for two men who 
are friends at heart, and who ever must be so — indeed it is 
not in the nature of things that they can he otherwise — should 
be professed enemies. 

^'Mr. Grieve and Mr. Laidlaw, who were very severe on me, 



of them in the sale, for 6000 went off in the first six d£ 
it is now at press again ; which is very flattering to 
known author/^ In a letter of the same date to Terr; 
says — ^^It wants the romance of Waverley and the ad 
of Guy Mannering ; and yet there is some salvation s 
for if a man will paint from nature, he will be likely t< 
those who are daily looking at it.^’ 

After a little pause of hesitation, it attained popula: 
inferior to Guy Mannering; and though the author 
for a moment to have shared the doubts which he rea( 
• countenance of James Ballantyne, it certainly was, in the 
his chief favourite among all his novels. Nor is it difl 
account for this preference, without laying any stress 
fact that, during a few short weeks, it was pretty coi 
talked of as a falling off from its immediate predecei 
and that some minor critics re-echoed this in print, 
view, there were many of its successors that had s 
claims on the parental instinct of protection. But th 
is, that although Scott^s Introduction of 1830 represei 
as pleased with fancying that, in the principal person 
had embalmed a worthy friend of his boyish days, h 
antiquarian propensities, originating perhaps in the kirn 
tions of George Constable of Wallace-Craigie, and foste 
a little, at about as ductile a period, by those of old 
of Eldin, and John Ramsay of Ochtertyre, had by deg 
developed themselves, that he could hardly, even wh< 
Antiquary was published, have scrupled about recogn 
quaint caricature of the founder of Abbotsford Muse 
the inimitable portraiture of the Laird of Monkbarns 
Descriptive Catalogue of that collection which he bega 
ards the close of Ms life, but, alas ! never finished, is e 
Meliquice TrottcosiancB — or the Oahions of the late Jc 
Oldbuckj Esq,’^ But laying this, which might have beei 
more than a good-humoured pleasantry, out of the qi; 
there is assuredly no one of all his works on which r 
Ms own early associations have left their image. 01 
early associations, as his full-grown tastes were all th( 
eny, so his genius, in all its happiest efforts, was the I 
ing Angel ; and when George Constable first expound 
Gabions ” to the child that was to immortalise his 
they were either wandering hand in hand over the field 
the grass still grew rank upon the grave of Balmawha^ 
sauntering on the beach where the MucMebackets of P 
pans dried their nets, singing 


•» WrrI liiity till’ Iwiiiilr riHV, iiiitt In^Ui^r limy 
Cl iiiAjf’ l-lin ImhiUi? row ihiii wiim llii/lmiriin* tirt'iml ” — 

fir Willi Httmm ciifT'<»i4nijMm ami tlui fuiiiTiik cif 

I, l»y tlim Hii.iim lii hip tci 

iiliiii»nl tliri»iiglintii« ill With ilM twii pri*iii*<’PMs«»rH» a 

kiii«t i»f iiiiimiighi pltanii, ivhii’li thi* j4ulwpi|iiiitt wurkic 

tif f lip f4iii*^»4 liHi'illy n^irlipih «iivp iii i»4Tia4iinial Kiiutrliiii : 

lilcp lJnnii ii i«, ill nil itic liumiilpr iiiii! m*fti*r spiiiPH, flip tnup 

m iilwci»rv«*il ly ttiP iiinii liiiiififlf. 
Ami I iliiiik ii iiiiiHt nUn lUliiwpil that Im lum miwiim'P 
cli«|4i.iy«il hiii thiit iif nkitfiil c’cntiriwti ill Krimtiu* 

Kvpii llip tniiiiP nmumvi^ nf Wiifprliy tliiHii ticiiw^i 
iitf itn liitiAVliprhlim lUitl ritlhuit ifiiwt Itm iMlilitipg 

i.if iicitiiiltiiiii Ohlliiif’k iiiifl hiii tirc’ln iirii ri^lipv'pil, citi iluc ciiip 
liiiiiil liy iliH niiiiply nf thii cm t4m ciilmr ly 

itw iitllirtiiiri cif llii» jwMir fmlmriiyyi, who* whim ftbfcivprtHl 
*«iiiilcl litimk bitrli «i* ii licmt” in whkiti liii Imij 
tiiirl Htiiinfriiiciliiiptl by liin viicticir cm bniig c^iijiiiblii 

tif llm pxint-iiiii, iwwwpr — Ami wliai wmtlil ycnt Imvii 

Hill iii fill, I wiytiml in lirn futir pliihlrmi niiirvt^ Inmiutiia 

<»iiP k flrnwriHil? lt» fiw/ i#*i* pm ihui mm mi in Urn 

hmm^ ii.^r hmulkwher^ cil pmr ran, ninm ya hm^ ii frkmd; imi 

li^r II* HU iiiiifftt III fiiir nnirk if uur hmifiM tmm 

i$M hmi m iny 

II iitay im wiirili iiniitig, iliiii ii mm itt cmrrwiiitg iliti firiMif- 
Ilf Iliifi iiiivrl iliiit iimi bmk t4i ri|iiijijiitig lii« rtiini-' 
irrg willi iiitiitiMtu «tf liln iiwii fiibritmilcita Cbt «iim mTiwiini lia 
til i4#k Iliiiliiiityiir, wim wim niitiitg by tiiiii, fm 
littit! fur II {Hirliriitiir iiiiaiiiigtHn Ilimiiiiumliiml Fktalirr* ♦fnlitt 
tlitl im lir wim bill, Imi iliil mit wmHHmtl in clinativrriiig iim 
** Hiiiif it, *11411111111/* rriad Hcmit, ** I I emit tiiiikr ii 

iiifillii KiKiiirr lliiiii ytiii will ilml titm/* Iln iliit mi iwmitmlttigly ; 
mid fniiit lliiit limtr, wliPiiiivar ttiimtiiry fidli'd to stiggr^t iiit i%ih 
|irinirh4t,p r|»i||ra|ili, tm liml mmitriii to tiiP ttiimliiiiiiitiblH iiiiiirs 
Ilf **fM |4fi| ” nr to wbmli wh iiwo iimio tif llm 

iiii»i ptniikifi* iliiii mm ftiiwml frciiii lik 

If’itlilis I tmiiil mull, wlmimviir Hait.i imiimt tbr atid 

<if tiiiii rniiUHiiiiiiiii* tik fmnm to liiivo tmtiglii t% tmw 

i|irtiig Ilf biiiiymiry, iiittl luifani limi duml wiw »mit fremt 
lii» itank, liP liifctl cwwdml liii bmiit with tliP iiniigliialitiii iif 
wiiittmr iptiiiii* Tti« Aiitinii-ary mm |iittilklir*d, m wn l»f© 
iimii, in Ifnfi tittt If tli» tefteniiig tif April It© ImA 



()|K‘iitMl io tli«* lialiniif yiit’H tin* ]4;tii i4' flip I'irHl Ta 
I^jindloril; and -ti* hiiv iiptliini: sif ii»ir44il flip I 
whicdi In* hpg'ari .shortly ai'lor tin* Ih'iiJal i»t' 

Lshnil, and whic*h iiP hih^iuii !i» kp|»i ln’lorp- liiii 

jt'ju'M an a ruuKPiuai |dayl!iiiig. In Uilcpit ii|i lilip 
e.oaah hroughi to ji»g liiiii iif4 In ftvrun 

— ho. hiul algO| Iwifora ihia iiiiits liiitli'riiikr'ii li» m'rit 
iotnciil ilapartmeut of tho liogistpr for IHII. lli* ha 
eollaefcail tho matoriitlH f«*r fii,^ liififuriral .?*k 

yi3ar distinguiahoti for tho iiiifiorlaiH'o iiiiil ri>mpy% 
(Wcaitn; but tJumu, dcnditpil iioi* m otihl fiimii ri'indi 
1 h 3 hdi no liOHitaiioii ulwiut |diHlgiit|| tiiiiiiadf In rpin 
only that Hktd-rli, hut four lunv nt' firotip ro; 

anti bin Handd thi^ iibo, if ihilhiiityio^ rv> 

liny Huitaldo arrangununif. on thiii arnrn^ J»ptwrrii 

atul tho (’hriHtnuiH of IHlii, 

I'he Aiitic|uarv hiul iM^ini iiiihlinlinil iiy f 1 

Burn© that, in luldition tn tlw iwtiiil ulijsiilnlitifin, lio 
again, on tliiit cnauiaioii, iiciliint4ui In rolnn'o ilolin flu 
itook to an oxtiintwliiofi lio iliil nut liiifl i|iiiti» r«iiiri*ii 
at all a?onfci he hail of lain Bhomii n ooiniitlpriihl© r©li 
employ Jiynoi Ballantjiia and t*ti. m }iriiiti»rfi. thn 
of thoBci iiiijiediiufuitii in allmliHl to in iliiii ffimor nolo c 
Doartlohn, I have mnm ifit^ greiil liwiili, wliti $» 
agiov0,and will do Ann, whieli aoiiip iiilrr|iri*t 
ever, wo shall <h» well luiongli. \\\ H,*’ gre 

had bean adwiiited, aliunat from iM^gtiiiiiiig, into 
of tlici Novels •—and for tliai, iiinoiig iillmr ri^amuin 
have l.men denimhle fur the Ntividiiii to Inive hiiii riiii 
publisher witiuiut interrii|iiiiiii ; bill m’tm IpiI ii 
that if hi were cmlliat ujaui tii eciiie.liiiln it luirgiiiii fuf 
novel tefoHi the thinl hiiil ititnln its ii|i|a^i 4 mtiri», hi* mi 
to the mattiw of jprmimy iitigiti ai leiisi jirulnni. Ili 
and why Heotl ahmild hiivo iirgeiilli*' ilpuiruiw 
the trannaatirm wittlad at oiire, is aiiiWeiillf 
fmit, that though act miieli of Mr. tliiliii*ii til4 itiiiurliii 
itill wnmined cm hand- — anil with it iiiiiie 
rtinee of difflenlty m to^^#wllnf4flfs ittintt 
Mr, ffamii «f‘ |wiiiiiitry ni 

not been ftry earernl ^^iiiivtirlliidoss, titr wiignlne m. 
pn© on fmwhiitiif one pateli of Ifitid nftnr atiuiiipr, 

i III fehrimry til«i wlitit Mmm llniinaf^iip iuMti^ih ii m* 

mtiAR* !n hill ttnstdvrrttb^! thW. he «»w*'4 ft* »**» tlMij 
:i?«Eion«l doK 


mUiU^ liiiil iilri’inly grown front to itoiiiiy I Will ai*ro«. Hio 
|irii|if^riy nil iilMoit tiin oiigui.al nirtn hml Iw’ini in tlip liitiitis of 
miiiill liti|t|pr.ri I Hoiiil-iri's tim'k iiiiniit) ; tlioMo worn wioiigli 

ill iiiiilfn‘f4tnitil I till! tli«nr ii*nglil«nir ootihl with tlifllotilij riwisi 
liiiy linn j*iiiiiii!i ilini itiighi liri’mntf tlfiolf in i.ho HloifM' of iirron; 
aunt iiitiH lio Imyiiig lip lot atflrr lot of iiiiiiii|}rfivr*tt 

griitiini. Ill oxtrnviigniit |»rirrf 4 , -Ihh ** ilt* tfti‘r«’;o4yig h\ 

wlliil it foil on;** wlulo ilio yrotoini not I lioiitHi'l v«*Vi 

tiiofii olwHiiiori'* t.o fiilitni Hi tlimr loimiro ii|ioii fJio |»rolit„H -- 
liliiait. ofiliilfioiily ilio iUiiioi|»iito4 jirotitrt - tif Hio Sonirh 
KovpIk.** 

lio ovin’ mot mioii fmllotl it|i wiiti ii i«oii.i«iit,iiry iiiingiv- 
iiifl, romili'oit ilini iIhi hiiml iiot|tusiiioti lio tlio 

iiiii, iiriiil lio nnilil got rut oiiliroly of *%.lo!tii lliillii.|iiyii« & 
I -Vi,** Hill, iiftor f-ho lir-Ht iitnl fimro Hin'itiiiH oiiilmrrn#^iiioiits 
iiiift WII4I far from tHintiiiiiinii to liohl by 

liw jiiilroii*ii liiiicioty for ihtt iitwiiiiioii of ilioir iiiiliii|i|iy 

rii|mrliior«liiji. Ho, iitiloufi whmi aonto itiiirn'Koimy 

firiiiiH own guy iinugitiiilioii, liy rimri'Miniiiiig 

iiviiryttiing iii ilm iiioni amiiitig oolour« ; iiinl iliougli Himii, in 
Im Mtdiloiii fiiiloil io intn’oiltmo woino Idni; of oi.|iitioii~ 

nimti im ** luimm m mi •■»!io morn and 

iitoro t4«:ik li«.iiito III Itiitifitdf ilin ii.grinmlihi mini of liin itiifiium'M 
aiifciciijiiiiioiin* iiiid wroio Io Itiiii in a viiin im iimrry iw Itk own 
An for mir nli-wk^ 

•* *Twiil lif» wtmriiig %wn\ Jtiliit, 

iiiiiw^wrtmiliii wlifiii IHn tliuw, Jaliii,** i«, i«* 

tifiliii oitiilfl liornr ftirgoilori lliiit it iran to (Jotiiit4itilo 
nltiito tltiil tiii firm liipt nioro tlisiii onw nwwl itn from 

dttlioiifiiir I iifiil III' mmt liiivo known fcliitl, iiftnr tlm irittiinitiititt 
riifoor of tlio Wiitnrioy wrinw tiinl om?P rniiiiiioiiord, lioltdiig 
liiifo lu^oi iiiiirii mmy lliiiii ti-i bring all tli«i iilfuirn of “ liiii'k- 
Mtindi, fo ii rliiio, by niilwiiig into ii dintiimt iiiid i*itiif!it| 
f4*mify till ifiiit fiitlijort, in noiiniiEkiii witli tlm ftiliiro workfi of 
llio ||ri*nl. t^ofidinl* nltJinr willi tkmiitiilito or wiiti »ity nllior 
iiniHriiti* fiiitwp ill iloi immlmt hn% liii iilno know ilnil, won* tlmi 
ttitliiifnif ilriti wliiilty tmtitipiiilitiil, Iw iiitmi liitimtdf siilwido 
iiilii II olork of lli» jirliitiiii iMiitinaiiy, llmndoro, iii ti wonb lio 
iifUn^arN l« liiivif nv^t#iiiiiliiiiilly niigitiiitd from Hmili l!io oxtioii 
III wliitdi Itto noiiawii liiid «iwfitiii«*tt by 

iViiwInblo oijiooliitly tlitriiig lti« Ifnbrldruii loitr of iMbb 
lik IViiiiliioiibil oiip of lilS — and tiniiii|itol anil ifiifiiraMl llio 



id^a of trying oiluT frniii tiuw In 

adhe^ring to I 'oiiHtuhlfS mortdy for ilio mdliJili 
of facdiiiating iho immodiato dim-iiiiiii nf liilb ; 

furtliin* |»orploxiug Hoott'« affaim* llio oitliro iiiMi’iit;iii| 

whir.h. would hiivo Imoti, m lio |irojiiiii«‘i*ii t 

{)cu*Honiil iiu{M)ri4wic*o. 

Iti was roiolvod, aoiamliriglvi to offor llti» fi?4.k niiil li 

of tho firiit calition of ii!i«»tlior lunv iiir'vol tir riiliii*r 

of noYok ™ t4> Mr. Murray of Alburiarli^ iiiol 

wood, who wan thou Murray k iigoiit in Hrnihiiiii ; Inii 
iho Haiuo iimo roHt»!voti, partly Hriill niKilit'il 

cithor ox|Hwiiiiout on tho piilili** aiigiirity* luii |»arll^ 
(|Ufmtiou, fnnu tho winh to uparr* frtdiiig; 

titlo-pagti of tho Talon of iiiy Liiiitllortl nliiiiiitt iml 
ruagic^ad wonln *• by tho Autluu* of \Va\aa’lr»y,.*' 11iO' fm 
wldoh Aturriiy mid llluokivond oiiihritood ?4iii'li ii 
as 110 imtriod imvolist, laniig mtiio, ooidd Iiiivo tiroiiiiii 
ing, shows tiiat noithor of thoiii liml miy dmilit im Ir 
tity of tho author. Thoy bdli ooiistdorod tho wilJil 
thaaYowtd on tho forthoumiiig titlp-jiaguiw likoly l«i r 
much thii first suoooss of tho tMMik; tiiil. Ilioy woro I 
to proYant (Jottstablo's nia|itiriiig ii sort of |irosori|ilh 
puoliih for tho tiiiriviilliHl iKivwlish iiiiil iigfoiMl lo nil i 
inoluding a ooiisidorahlo hiirdrii of llio oiulloss **ki 

Soottk intcinticm origtiiiilly wim to givo in llw ftni 
as many talus, oacdt iiavingiis mmm liiid in ii difforoii 
of Sootland ; hut this sohoiiiii swui filmtithiiioil ; 
aorios iuoludod only tho two slortos of tlio lllnrk k 
Old Mortality. Wlion tho forinor liiwi Isvn jiriiilotl i»l 
showad it to C.Hfftird, who oKjin'siiiid soiiio i!iiiii|niriiliii' 
Bhw^hwmKl, on hoaring wliiit tho t|iiiirtorly oritio tliiiii 
urod to writo to *liMnos linlliMityno* iiitiiiiiitiiig liis ir 
honsiou llktiwiso,t}tat iho Owarl would Isuuiiisidorotl 
worthy of tho author: ho mid iliut tlio grouiitlwiitk i 
lout, but tliat tho oEOOiition Iml tiwi rafiiil tlia 
(dusiott loomtd to him fory tli«ni|i«iiitiiig : iiti«l lli 
author would moMt tho latfeir oliiiplowi tio Id 
would gladly tako on liiiiimlf itio pnimnmo of n-'.. - 
ihfioto. Boot^ on rotioiving Ibis mmmmmmihm, writi 
lantynoln terms of Yiolotit iiidigiiiillniis #if wltirfi |i 
hmi tho itemost sham a|iiiiiroiitiy, tiiil wliirli I 
ahiotty stirred against tliii ‘’‘ooiuljiittir’* ndorrpil t«i ii 
imblishoi^i ©pisllt. «Toll litiii iiitd hk itoinijitiiir/* 
^^that I Wong to Urn Blittik HitsMuri of fitoriiliiri*, wii 


linr i|iiiirtrr= I'll \n^- rnrw'il iml th%n ii tlm tipjnl, 

tfii|iiitlf’iit |iri»|«»«iil ihiil «nrr wm tlMfri 

lal.ptl liilii riHtti ly i^lira.-*’ i*n ih*^ pyv *4 flia |*4ilir:i liiil 
Hiailt lii’nril ii«» iii*»ri^ **! |>is'liiiiiii,ir%- rriliririiii. 

Oil llii^ fir»!. Ilf 1 till’ liipl iiii|,ivit}|.^. 

iiliiiiitsiig «*f tti«^ till*’ fiiU-;*'. tin’ nf |*ii|}Ii-4ira’‘fi, 

Itipl tlii' wliliii IpmI riaiaiiilv ln'iai Iii.pI*' Im i.iiy flip 

I4lvlr« aii*i nf liiUKiia.i':*’* iImiiI * 1 -i iilirilir'r 

llit’l'’ lint from tpiiiio liaipi iiilh iupl 

Wiirii tlir’iiii«’l I'oti out |w*|s*io Ili«^ l>i|wo of a i Hi lli*" I lllp, 

llip |#4»!ii|«»li |iul»li5’^|p''r r% ipi niuit«lo U» iiU|.#|»impi |it?» ,iiii| 

til Iiimni4l a i*ilor i'«*iir|iii|iiig tii %\wm* 

firlii^r Pliyr* IHP olily iii ||ie ti"«irl«| •• Walli^r 

Hrpfi iiipl LpI'iI pm, ymi tiii%’r* hivpii 

piitm |p ii tiitiii* yi»Hr f.iilliiul porviiiil, Jtfhn 

T«i iliii rurdiitl olfiiBioM, iiiiiiiii’r. It 

wm iipri^wiif f » t»«' IpwI iig-iuii'ni roiii jiroiiiimnit lii« 

ilirtigiiilsi, llial- lip uliinilil iw* oiilj in rp|«'>l 1 I 10 

riirniPity ulriiiigpi'fi, IpiI to puiiIp iIip |»r«*fff^rp 4 
*4” Piling kimliirrrH, I to rMiilriiPtl, litiw-' 

PVPfi |ri il« mh ^iiiiiliir iMTji^ioiifi, III a of 

W'lilr'li pmilil iim-or |ir^ lli^ 

miyn tii Miirrity : ** I givp ypn lirpiriily Joy nC lln' jiiirr'spm nf 

lIlP TllJpi* iillfioilgli ! ill* lint- rliilili Ili4ii |i|ilrrtiill ifslorr#! Ill 
llii?iii wliirli iiiy frioiiib tin «iip %tw rriHlit l*i inn. I 

wirw yi.iti I iiiivi’ iiP%'nr tvml i% va4iiiiin nf llinm iiiiiil limy wnrn 
|iriiit.r«l* iiiitl **nii titily jtiiii wiili llm rp^lnf iIip wnrlil in ii|i|»l,iiiiil» 
Itig flip trim Iiti4 ntritifig wliirli iliwy |irPiPiit nf nliil 

I «l« iii»l Piimrt tiiij-iliinl ri’liiiiirn l«i tmi 
|i|iirn«l i»ii my diipirnwiil, l*rr-iiiiftn I kiitim' %mrf wnll lliitl In'* »li«* 
w iiol Ik* own II Work tnunl ntmw^iiiily liniiy ittiiml tlnil 

t»l|inrwi»n liN ftorml wtnilil Im iil ilin niPfry *if #ill iilii* rlintw tii 
liip t|i|pt^iii4i, ftiiirif plinnrtf in ftiirli II rii^o tuml filttayp lm»n 

ff*r rifiifiPiilt Pi lint I 11 Iiimlit of 

iiig ypii I lull I mil |iprfwi-jy M-niinnia in iny ilpiitnl 11 ^ 11 %' Aiini 

kir Iai llnil l^y wliirii tlin iirtilimifi Iimih 

lim fPili liinftwr itllil Ifial Ilf rwtinm’llin tliP n-ntfe* lllilrli I 

Illli tlilB ifi Hilly till mmtUlkm I imil linvn III F4fikiiiP%i 
I4iit*i\ wIpi liiliiiirn^ llip m'tirk iftmily iiipi'p Ilyin I *iiy llmnifii I 
tliiliktlir jyiiiitliiif Ilf ilin ifiis’ 

Tlip fir^i Trtlo in «ii*l %-pry in it# iin4 

lll|4 tlli|mtr||| III 

Ilitrr*t|y r-mtirm’iiig iJii# mWmt mf mi Mtkh fi#r liii 



journul thr of my Nrtiti tu tiiin' ;i 

widtn* uiiii tiri4|4|nii^ ull for tli*’ idtKi nl“’ ;% iliviilr^il 

l>an*iilag«% fihiro tiH.tothi’r iiiiy ho linvo fur 

llu^ i jliistratioii <»f tla^ Hoololt NovoIh in \l fyil 

origiiuii (Hinc*o|itioii liml Ih'oii I kii«n%' not ; Imf tho jili|r» liiug 
raplmr of Kim3c» Ur. M’f'rio, hml. in iho iiit^iuitiiiio, mii 

Hidarocl thii repreiimifJilitMi uf tlio ri»v«maiil.oi>4, in liif^ lituij iff 
01(1 Mortality* irs ho tiiifair m to tlriioiiMl at iuH liaiii|?i ji vtn'y 
serioua robuki*, 11m Ihwior torihwilh pnlilnlioii, tn a roii>nuii?i 
a Hot of |ia|iors» lit ulm-h iho hiHlmaral friiiii*i.ii|iiii;i 

of ituit t4Uti wt‘ro atlimkoii with Hidit^ojiint Wiiriiitli; ainl Ht’oli 
foiiuil ihi^ iioproHHioii llo’V woro proiiuriiii^ fm »si tlial lio 
iiiKilly tlovoitHl u vory lun-O’ part of loHarlirlo for llm l.ln.irNnlf 
tu ail otahoratt' dtdViin* oi hia tnvn jiiriuri^ of |.iio < ’oi-ritaiiti-r^il 

11m aiiswio' to |tr. ami tin* In! rotiiiriir*ii tit’ 

luivo t^xliauatod iho liiiiturioal isinlinaiiliiufiwiiitli In* riiiifiiniotril 
luH Old Mortality; aiitl ilto urigsti id tJio I Hark Omirf •--•■ii.fi |.i.i 
tha aontdtmiori. of wliiali nimy fm ii|»|ii*ara un iti Imvp 

adoptiid tliii ojuiiioii of hoiioist llliirkn'iMnl — Iiaa ulrnmly 
mantioned in lyi iwiitialoto of oiirly witiiitariiigfi, l.lm’” lniinr 
Tula, liowavar itiiporfi*<*t, liiid liinvortliy m ii w-urk of firl lu Im 

^Binoii I liiiw inaiitliaird llik rindinvuU I mAf 0ii|»rirf*# liprn ruiivlr. 

tion, that Emkifita uoi ih** aitilnmia thr rtitirnl Miinwir^ *4 nim 

Wavarlf^y riovali wkltdi li mihmrtns turiin? «f ||■|,y#illl 

cation Soott hwi taki*ii llio irmiOt* to ininwiW ihn In wliiili 

that iitimato in Xi ilip Unm I t’aiiiiMi Itni a*l4 Ii«l 

Baott really Imm Uw miU ttiii-lp»r *4 tap hm ti«i liAirs 

ttui msvwrti ciitwiio! wlilrli km Umi ii|.»|4lrtl h* kk rninhirt in ili« 

iiiatitir. hln jiitlgiiirnt of hl« own WMikminni lusit Pwn itll*#mc4| 

to bo imt above, but very far iiiiditf itn* mark ? »ti4 liip Wiinld* 

I tblnk, have ta»w» iuymkytM by iwory minlbl niii.'ily m ibr lr4l».r 

about Bolofiton aial ttiii rlrid iiiolliapi mm by Mnrfsiy, ilittsiob m%4 ”ijiii 
four i»V.lork vWlorw*’ of Alla*iti»fl# Htrerl ^ m A |«iiiiv.r 

joke, eortaiuly, tlifui tlio alliwloti lo thts fp|iort «4 1'buiii« f4***4i iIip 
author of W ii.¥orl«% III tli« olw of Hip I 

think it ifiitliidim a ooiifwiiiioii iwr wbMi a i»af» 

ctiuokw l Wo iltl*l|l|«t llpfp to lliin Iftlin UtllrK whrll A 

stenitf refairt nwltrit tui of mrmn I'mitmlkiiilp wbirb, tf 

giitiidim (fhoiiiii of tiili wn know noihliii), Mmt0 $ m 4iffr^trm i.i 

tlMii® folutnra tliiiii llm iiariy Sy oiif 

Tit a erltlu may li# imnimnl mddiiiiipm llm 

on tliti wiiifipiti imt«iily by vlmmhmim, in a lo Uo fvtfl 

of liittlllligow* fill liail It mmm^, im *sf a nifirti wims 

wmI to hold forth at mmmmMmi * I »piii for §km wpM*-! i au i , 
brmight In hi* im Idiii ; Han^ti 1**% may k, r4iiii^4 pt* 4* h 14#* im 

bretliw, t doubt mil Inn Im |« m wpib|itliiri|ilr4 m to* I 

Htotighl It would k iiii greal fatih |« nifit liiw i|i» i.* j,# mi| 

wlkh the rwt p »» «• irijfifil Ml*, p.m, * i 



jiliM’iMl liigli ill Ilf hm imnhmtmm, n 

iiiilltiliir luimmi I'ruiii lin of ilm itiirk IVt^iitKii «« 

cifli^li Wit it dotoriiiity ; fV«‘liii||f4 w4iii‘lt ii|ijn^|:|p 

in tinnr i»v«n’ IIm' wliiiln iiniitiin nf Hyrciii 

III! 1 1 Iliil i**f tliiM f’UiigIf |nrt uri% w«« filimiltl liiiftllv 

In liiivn jinfirtnl llirMji|.|U iiii|)|iior "inim!, 

All nf fi|iirit uinrli. frniu iidaiii’y In tlin 

tiillili, ii|i III IH rnii iig-niinii ihn nf ^iial iir** ; 

wliit'll Wiliin! liiiini jwn'vinii^fi iH’oii liliiil liivo Iiiln a mitt iiiii'iii 
Ilf iliiiitnliriil iiiiiliKnit.v ; all ilm hlin'k liinl iloHnhil.i-- triiiii nf 
iiiiiiii iiavi? In'nii init^iiiiiiinrnil iiiitl ili4ilM»riit.nly 
tliinil liyllin iiiiiiiiy |i4irinitiif tlin llliit’k Ihfarf --tllil Mnrtiilitj* 
nil tliii iiiiiiii» tn rintiiirkiibln m iltn mmimfB lirit iii.|niii|ii 

til rpj>nri|iln ilm pmi liy tlin |«wvnr nf iiiinpiiiitiiiii wwliiig «iii 
iiiiilnriiiln fiiriiifilinil liy Iwwik^, In \Viivini«\? hn rnvivwl fciiii 
fiirvitl ilmiiiii tif liin Iwiyltuiiil, liitd ilrnw* luii frniii |irtitlml 
rpiWilfi Jiiit frniii tlin lulliiMM nrat iiiirmtivim nf liin 
III tiny lliiiinnriiiif iitnl ilm Aiit4<|iiiiry tm innlMMlinil «*lis'inic*t#ri 
anti liiiiiiimfii fiiiiiiliiir in liin nwii witiitlnriiig ynuiln lliii wlinii* 
iiwr lib lniii*rii iimiiiinit tHil M«»rfiitity it/itii |irngriw» limy 
rp|$ri»iwftit liitii iw ulmrig in ilm ilnii ilm iiiilimiry 

wtlli a^liinJi tin liiiil mm a library nf birgiitinn 

Wfiitlii Piiiililn liiiii lf» iilniiilfy liiinm4f wif.ti tlin liiiip in wliinli 
limy iiitil tiirilii im ntitiijilninly im if Itti binl liiiniinil %vil,lt lib 
iiwit mw l« itin ilbtiial .inriiitnii tif ritblnii willi tJliiv- 

««rltniwn mnl in ilm rmii «if iiiiil bvit iiii 

iti tlin bur tif ilm Privy ivtmii l#iiittlffrital« 

riilw^liiimt iiiiii inriiirnit ilm mmmmm tif Att^liliblinti 
Tti rp|irii*limn a tlniiiirlntl fimn wtiti mmlt iiiitiiiln itiiil lifmlikn 
m*mmvf iw itiin liim PthiHim, iliniiiMiilwI a fur iniirn 
»yiti|iitlliy Ilf itiiiigiiiiiiiiiii itiiiii litiil lawn tmllrtl ftir in iiny nlfnrf. 
nf iitM m$mm varan. It m liiikwit iittml risriiiinily niatrimtivn 
ftir any Mtitilniit tif nrl tti tmmpmm Ilm Emiittllminlit «f llnknby 
iiif.li tliii lllimbiiiimta t*f ilbl lltirtality. Ftir Ilm mat, — ilm 
atnry m friiiimtl witli a tliwjmr akill Itiiiii any nf fist* 

tim $mfmm m ii tirtiialiir iiim; Ilm rliitfimlrfu iim wni’* 
tnwfnit mill |irnjiwt#til with a jmwiif iwiil fnlirit-y iii'ltlmr 

im tiiir atif nllmr nni^tnr iiviir wtrjiaiial I mnl tiniwif.lintatifliiiic 
III! I lint tnw bwii iirpirl nuaitwl tiiiii m a tlinfiiifiigrr nf Ilm 
II k lij iim vnry ilniiblfit! wtmilmr llit*. tiiii}itratii«i 
Ilf rniiiiiiitin rliiviilry nfnr |ifcistijibittl liitii In iifiblnr miiiitiniw 
Ifimi Im ii*iM lavbfintl nit ilm rtiiniiiimtitiii tif llmir iltwii anil 
inlniiiit mitliiixiiwim 11tii wcifk lias atwiiyM aji|Mmriftl t4i tiiii 
Ilm HariitiiMi *if tib iitiviila* 



I havt^ t!it* |H»w<*rcif farllic’r illiintraliiig 

ical gnnmtlw(irkH» hut I am hy Mr. Tniiii’j 

to give vSonH‘ iuttn*i*Htiug adiliiioiiH to Hi'oII/h hwii ; 
tluH iu)v<‘l im a t*om|H»Hiiic»u. 1'ht^ guiirroiw Hupiu'vi 
him in Hdiuhurgli in May IHUh ii hnv clayH altnr tt 
tioti {>f thn Antic|uar>% carrying willi Inin a fuiiw 
bolongod to lioh liny, and alHci a f'roHlt hoaj* «*f tr 
gkmningB— among Homo sitiry hy a Mr, 

“BcluH)lmaHtnr at tho tdimhan of i*<niiiingham.*‘ 
had fmmUouHly Higimtl his rtuiuiHiidralnui 
profosHionai ap|Hd!atitui drrivod/* hiiv.h Mr. *l'‘riiiiu ' 
tiHo of th<^ hindu and hy wlitidi lio wim uMuitlly 
among Iuh rompanioii^i, ■ - wlm im.Hoiiiiiloih m*i nf. lli 
Inn (landortdiuirlu hut at tlio Higii nf ihi^ Hliniilih 
ton in Nnwton-Siinvari.*' Hmli (who iilmidy 
Koy'a gun) manvod tlnmi» gifta witli hniigmtv* iiint i 
friimdly donor to hrtmk flint nmi iiioriiitig. I In foiii 
work in Iiib library, iiiid mirvoyotl witli imiliiiHtaalir 
the fnrnitura of the rtMitii, ofi|a*riiilly iti tuily liitiJiro, 
of Graham of (Jliiferliotiio. Triiiii px|iri*HaiHl tlio mir 
whicih mmy ono who liinl kiiowii Ibiiitloo mily iii ili 
tha Froabytarliin Aniiiiliiita, iiiiwt for ihi» lirnt 
kiiiutiful and molanolioly viangis worthy of tho 
circmmH of romaimo. Hoott r«*plii'*tl, “ ilmt no rlinntrio 
io foully traduoad iia tho Vimaiinit of lbitiih*o- th 
to Wotlrow, Cjriii<tk«hiMik»» niitl utitdi tdiroiiiidorM, tun 
civory inoh a Holdior iiitil a goiilJoiiiiiti, illll jumm'+fl a 
Soottiih vulgar bir ii ruflliyi iloHtwruiio, %vlio rntln 
horsti, wan prcaif agiiiiwt ahoi, iiiiil in loiigiio wiili il 
^hMight Im not/* mwd Mr. Triiiii, <*l-w iiimbn in go 
tho Imro of a niitioiiiil roinaii«« ii* iiitiwwiiiiig m i 
©ithar Wiillao© or Friiitiii C'’liii.rlio? ** « H» iiiiglit/' 
^Gnit your wtattsrii loiiloto woiilil rtnuirn to \m fiiiili 
trayocf in ordor to bring liiiii nut willi tlifi right 
what/* romiimHi “ if tho iiti'iry wnrn to ilidir 

from tho mouth of Olil Woiihl iml tl 

m tM Mk^trl did in tlio Ijay?** I tliiiik ii oorlai 
tiiii iiikirviow^ with Truitt wo own tlio friiitiowcirl of 
doKilouoh Sorioa, a» widl m l!in of ilm 

period for one of it» fir«t tletioiw, ll iilmi fii’Ml 
wo own a furthiir obligiilioti to llio Bit|>«^rvimir*i’pr4: 
of ftob Rov*i qdmefmm* 

Within itii than a inoniti, tlin Itliwk Dwarf aiid til 
ity wore followed by Harold itiii IhiiiiilJoia, by Hmi 
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lilt' Hriiliil «»f 'rrit'riiiJiiii.** Tliin |nwiii liiiil il iiji|imrit, 

ln'll'iiii sii’Vi'rHt iiiii'k ; nm, |»iiri it liiwl lirpii iiPiitiilly 

liriiiii'il |irt'i»ri'» lilt' aiiiM-fj-iriiurs^ III riuhlt* tlarnlil, tliiiiigii tlnil 

rir«’iiiii.?4tiiiit*»’ liiitl thi^ iiiilliur’ii rt^Hii'nihliiiiri^ liif 

III iiiH I lit llii^ «>!' Ihi^ ii4!i<,i4; fiir 

III’ itii'ri' ** I util 1^1 ill ill III)' «*«»iiiiiiitti’il 

llii' griifiH «*rr**r «*t” Hi’lf-riiug tli*' lisiiiii’ l^unl ilvnui 

Itltil liyitl*' fit* filliiHiiM.*’ lilt* Viiliitii*' iVii'i |Hili||H||«n| i^v 
< iitiil lyiil* ill |»lirii.f4«% '* 

li lyiii ipn-^rr, h«iwt*v«»r, |»iiiri^*| nit ji ii<vrl with 
''rri«*riti 2 iiti ; iiiyl it- riniiiiiiifi mi%uy iiitiiirprt, 

iiiiil iiiiil lipri* ii-iiil lliPrtt uniiif* Itiijiji)’ iHiiiifiitr, 

t.fii* pitiifiiHitiii 41111I lyirnh iriiiiKitifiiw iIip fiililii| iiiiil |Ji# liim 

riiitpiiPMn Ilf iiiiiiiiii’rii, mwiii In iitTfiimt 

fur lliiii iiifpriiirily in |»itlilin fiivmir. li in iitii miriiriniiig iliiit 
tlip iiiiiliur nliuiil*! Iiiivn mlmtliliHl litfi iivnriiiiiti In Itin iioiitiii 
nf tiiij liiiirri nnriutw in lln Iwiil mnEntl 

nil fill iiwiriiiinnit of wnlor roiinninii, iiin! iiiiinln Iniiiillnil ifiilt 
ifliiiinvor riniiiltly# mnniiinl In rnvniil iil inn^ry Iminti ln*iwiir«» 
tliiii tiinl liitnortii niojii iitintittiwnininly witliin tditi, Hn liinl 
Ilirtiwii off liin ft*tlnrn, iiini iniglil wnll go forlli rnjoiiniig in 
llin mil i VO oliiKtiriiy of liln nlrtnigiln 

li in III loiini II inirtmw t’iiintn«ii»iioo In liloriiry Itinttiryi lliiil. 
iw I *t*r¥iiiilon, ilriwn from tlm ntiigo of Iliwiritrtiy tlio mm*pm 
Ilf ill* Vonii* llirnw liiitiiiidf iiilii |ir«no mmimrth iiittl |tftn 
iliiooii, III fiio itioiitoiii wlioii tlio wortil noiwitlorntl liim la 
rdloiiml for i«vor, llio Ikifi tjiiixofni wtiirti lum tiiillivptl 
two llii iwiiiiil IriiiifUitiitJil ilrttiiiiwi-- «ii nliiiiiilniiiiig vowii 
to Ilyrofi* filioitlil liiivti rolMnittiliat from liin full lit tlm only 
firiwo roiiiiiiiro^* rvliioli aimm to rliwwHl iiilli fltp itiimtpr{iim» 
of H|>iiiit)4li grtiiiiiii tiy llio giiimraJ jinlftiiPtil of Kiircna\ 



CIlArTKE IX* 


Serknii illnc»«-« f#akllaw at timmuy luid %tw Fi^rgii.* 

Ipy lluni Ki’W Itoiwn lifgiui ' Irving i 

Hob Hoy— aiiil tho Hoiirt t»f i' 

Not to ciintiirh tho niirmtivp of tiin lili»r*iry j^r 
liavc^ (Ic'ftirml tuilil mm tlio iiHttiliiai of 2 in iit.l< 
Bcott loiwlo (luring tho winior of |K|i>-JHir, to oi 
Boat at tho tablo ft.ir oiio on itio lloiirli of 

(k>urt of K3colio<|uor. It liiiil ofton <aHn.irriHl lo 
nioHt {iroajMutiuB yoara of Inn Hfo, iliiit «iif»li ii .iilii, 
liava iiiited him in ovt^ry ri*«javt lliii.ii lliii 

haldi anti that liin riinn^r iiiliiiiiitig a |iroiin.»iitiii, 
Boottiah pnblin woulil hava aiiiwiiloratl no iiiilitriillj 
ohiirimtiir and Horvit‘aB, litilo lioimiir on I 

allioB. But at tha |iarii«l mdiim I wim In 1 

him, ha appaiwtl to liavn iittido mi lii.ii iiiiinl iliiit 
Clark of BosBitm wiia mora rciiii|iiilitilo iliiiii that of 
Judga with tha habita of a lilariiry nyiii, mdin iiiiii 
publiihinKi ^ind wIiohii wriliiign wmm ifoiit*rall> of I 
tlvo ordar. i had aI»o llm Mn%\ ii-l 

ondad tha vitiwa of tinmi lliiiii oiip of lioi suvii in 
thair ambition wiib dlrt»alad In l!io Ih 

mainad, in »liort, igiiomtit tlnii lia i»ri»r InnI 
of it for liimHidf, uiiiii iho ruin of liw iioililli : 
1826; nor kwl I any iitfiiriiiiilioii tli:4t liif» iiihIi i 
hinl avar baan diBtiriaily utalrii, until Im Iplior*! 
Duka of Buaolaiiiih worn |ilw»od in iiiv iif trr 

Thilh:ik#i aiiBwara ahiiw ttio wmumk t4i 

but riiftr to priyato inattori, iiliiali roiidrti^d tl i 
with hii f«»<ditigB tn iiitrrfi^ro iit tln^ liii 

dislribnlioii of Crown I inrliip^ lti ili 

wholi, llml Ilia daath of thi^ nhifli 

th© liifliistma of h.i« hoimo in liinsii }i 4 f 


rlitl4l?ili »il!i ii wtiinJi jiruvisil itin !ini%» 

tiiiiltm' tii a M^rirrt uf iiilw’lui, jiU iH’iirl}' nf tliii kiiiil, 

riiiif tiiw^il a! .Hlniii iiiIi'I’uiIh iluriiig iiiurn tliiiii twii ¥«im 
11if* rraiiri hm tulil iiln^inly lir»w wii|f»ly Itin iinliilM tif 

liiV ill tliffrmi thiwr lif Alilmtiifiiril* 

11irv at III! t<.i ii unail ; liiit lii^ iiiid |iiuili|t|t 

tiiH lihtniii’H malli ii rs»btit4. ruiiHlif niiiiii lu n |irriliiiiM 

miiil«^ III*’ aliHtrfi <4' ilii< IlHlIiUit v lulMJiiriiig, 
” I liiid," wrili^fi til 5liirriii |»liiKiirf! 

III! tliri.*iiicli wiiitfr witli m iiiv ttiitt'li I 

Pliiliirpii ill* Ii iiiiiii Ilf immlit liiiglit, unit iu rDiy. 

Iiiil lliiaii liy ilriiikiiig juailiiinn wiilrr^ lUiil titi fiirtli. An 
grini'^^riitlii’r frri|iniiit, t liinl ri’lnriiiiif tii 

I lilt. iiii.^wi»r iirrivi^il, mi i!t« Btli, 1 fmit n 

iiiiifii viiilt’iif. iil.t4irks wliirli ti|i ii K.iiii.tll jiiirly at my 

itiicl Ilia III \mi riiitriiig lika ii hulhriilt. All Mirto 
cif raiiitaliaii wara ii« hi ilia riwa t»f I til llliiii* |iri'’ii*liilail 

atitk% lilii «iirli wim Iha nuin i.if tha rani tliminlrr tlial ii wit> 
tlavititil ilia IliK'^kir In4itiw. Kvaii liafit.ail wtli, wiii 

fHijilimt ill iiiic’li II utiita iliiti li l»itriia«l itiy aliirl, t4,i rnga^ 1 
tiiirilly fait wlimi alii|i|iiHt tii my atrniiip^i. At laiigili Itift 
ijiiijilmtii Iwiiiiia iiiiimiiiiiiilt*ry, iiihI itiiiigpruiiiily wi| Ilia miii 
Ilia illiijiliriigifi* atily giiva iviiy t-a vary jiriifiiai! 

iiiiil tiliitariiig, wliirji, iifiilar liigliar fiiivail 

iiiy Ufa, My rawi¥i*rv wna alnw niiit laititnifi frinii tliii 
■of axliiiiii4lii$ii„ I mitilil iiailliar »iir for waiikiiaan tiiiil giililt- 
itimi* iiiir raiiil fur iliif/Uiig in my nor linlaii fur ii whif.* 
Eiiig utiiiiiil ill iiiy iit*r avan ilniik tm lurk tif iJia jaiwiir 
Ilf itrriiiiiiiit my klmm^ Ho I tniil it. rtntiforlla^i lima of it fur 
iilMiiil It waak,. Kvatt yal I try m> itiaitiii mi tJia ro|iy»bitik 
liiilli it^ 

■* 1*li« litiii bilil, wkirii Ika Ifttiiti Iwilil -■*» ’ 

till iti«* riiitiriiry* I niii m waitk m wntar. Tliay ti4I iiia (nf 
riiiir^al I iiiimi raiimitirp atmry rraiitiira rmiifnrl* iw itiy fritinl 
•Irilritiiili ruth it, An for tlliiiiiif wicl m fnrtli^ I riin* litflr 
iibiitf If liiii hmn% iiiitl wnlar, tiiiil Ilirra glim^w of 

wiitiiii lika iinrit liiwi to ttia, ^ Ilowiwr, to fiartiily ilia liimriilia 
lifiii Ilf llii«iiii» lli« tmiitaWrivari 

* "Ilia lll| limltli fittifta llie liriiclit rtf 

Anti nil k immf Ikaii tlw 

Tlia nf Hip Silt wm imm Itiiiit oiira rajiriilrti Ifii 
fririitb in Ktlitilrtirgli rmititiiiiil ibll ilnti iipritii in fwiit M#* 



('HAl’TKU !X. 


Ht?riouH inntw — Liutilaw at Karnidi' iuisl tlw Vrvir,mm 

1*7 Burn Ni*\v H«»uni’ in'| 4 Uij \V;ii3liiii,s!‘*si liviis.i.: T? 

Ht)h Bnv himI ihv Hrarf «♦! Ls»il4l*yi S'mII Ih 

IHIT taiH, 

N<n’ to (li.sturh tho nun-ativo of hia literary |*rH. 
havo dc'forn’tl tmtil oow tlio Oioiitioii of an iiltoi 
HcoU mmlo during tlt»» wiuior of IHId iHir, to i-xi 
Hoai at t!a^ (dtu’k'a tahli* for tuio oii llio llmrli of 
(,'ourt of KKo!u*t|Uor, ti tuul ctfion orriirnal to i 
luoHt proHporouH yoara of Iuh !if«\ fliat .Miirh a 
havo Huitad iuiu bottor in ovury roi4jH'«'i tliaii tliiii 
ludd, and that liia in*vor attiiiniiig a |»roiiiotifai» 
Huottinh pnbliu would havo roUHidi'rtai ho naturally 
ohanud.iu* and Horvii’UH, rtdioriod littio Intnoiir on li 
allioH, lint at thu puriod whnn I wiw luiliflnd to In 
himi hi! ajipoariHi to havo tiutdo up liiH nniiil that ti 
(Jlork id SuaHion waa nuiro roinpiitiblo tliiin tloii of 
dudgu with tliu IntbitH td’ ii lituniry niaii. wlio wan | 
|)uhliHliingj aiid who , ho writingH wuro guiionilly of ih 
tivt! or«hn'. I had hIho I tin timl with %vlii 

ondod thu viown id morn fliitn oiio id* li!« iniii frii 
ihuir andniion wan dirrotfni to iho Kxf’lnH|iiiu* fl«u 
nuiincMh in nhmU igriorant that ho i»vr»r liinl uprimiH 
of it for hiinmdf, until fhu ruin of tiin wurlilly h 
lH2(i; nor luwl I any iiifonnation Ilia! Iiin mdtifi ii 
had tnnu’ l>w*n dintiind-ly Htatod* until Iiih IrdJorfi I 
Dukti iif Huuidinudi wnro pliwu'ul in iny 
Thu Duko'H auHwnrH nhinv f.liu ivariiioi4t iiiixiid/v tn » 
but rufp to private nniiturH, wliirh rrinlnml si ir 
with liiii (iiiuadH hadingfi to intorfVro iit llii» liiir 
distribution of (Jrown paironagn. 1 to lldi 

wholu, that tlia dnath of this liobliuiiiiii, ifliirli muM\ 
tho infinouM! of bin bouan in iiniiit liiivr 


sh:iati(\s iij.xiCHH. 




rliiliii.nli 31-.UH, ttilli it |*aHihil tllui'HM, wliii'li |irtivt’ii |!h‘ liar- 
|.ilii,i'ri' mI it M'l ir*'. ♦«! aU.M'k-i^ all uf’ fill' aaiiii’ kiiii!, 

iiiiiial a! iiiS«-rvaln tiiinuj.,: itiiii't' than twu viw’.h, 

'I'lii* ImIjI Iimw iu<h*lv hia lialiiti'i i#f 

lifr lilirli III l’‘,slusl»u|-v!li |,|' A bliMihfitril, 

'Tlii'V III all tiiiH'VH »1i4 .’a» \ii a ^it'af . ha! hr liuil itualirtl 

|ia> Iiln'iiir'i ttilli a iin#n! iuhn'-jl laiiia! tt ul iiai fu a |i«*nhfna r\« 
trriiir wlulr I hr iilliur-s ti| i hr llallaJi!\ iir;s urri' laliiHiriua. 
“I hah," In' Im MMrnit H’Jfh »\iiUfh * |>i‘ru iilaa.intl 

all lhrMU|..th fhi=s I’lUitri' ^^iih rraiupa hi ui\ j.fuiiairh, uhirh I 
f'ltdiirrh m a iiiaii «•! iiM'uhl tiiirhl, ami l•fMh•HU*ur«"li tr rriir 
hai Ihi'ia hv hiitiluur: ’a-ahhia.: Hali*r, aiiif lat iMiih. Ah tiHa 

ra, flirt' Ui*|h»'a.naii1 1> iir«|iirftl, \ hu4 rrfurtuni riH’uiirHr |ii 
Ihllliir, Hut hrlistr hl'i lilrr^rr atTIVril, nU iht' fitln I ha«l li 
Iliimt vahiiil Jillarh, u hirh hn^Ki* up 1 % lauall pally at lav 
illi«l ia*nl llir in hrsl Itkr a laillralf. All m«i1h 

uf rrt'tii’iiiir-^ ivrrr lipphrih iiH lit ihr raar «»!’ Ui! Hlith* pnirjihtnl 
ri4ic\ hiii aiii'li %\mi ihr pain <*f thr tr-al tliHurth'r ihiil it i»uH 
ilin’iird fill’ Miirfiir IhAIhiv. I'Arh hralrtl wtit, wliirh xvm 
iippliral Hi liiirli ii ntiitr fhsil it hnriiiHl iny nliift tu rugJa I 
li{il’iliy frit wlii’ii rlappial !m inj At lrii|.tth fhn 

^yinptuiii.fi lirriiiiii' iiifliiiiiiiialrtry , iiinl thiiinmniihy m\ tin' W'Ui 
liriiiii tln^ hiapliriiffiii. Ihii'V uiily gitvr wity tu vrry prth'iwi’ 
mill hli^ilina'itp, hirh, 'Htnlrr lughrr iifiM,Hti4nri% Mi\rd 
riiy lifr, ^I v rr'i'ti%*rr\' %Km wlmv lunl linliuiiii I’ruiii I hr t^tutr 
Ilf I riaild iimthrr atir fur n'ritkinarH innl giilili- 

liiir ri’iitt f^r timAmu in iny iiur Imfrit fitr ii wliiz* 

yaiiil s4iiiiiii| III niv" niirtn in*r rvni think f«ir lark nf llir pinvrr 
«»!' iirriiiigiinc tny iihnmr Hu 1 hiid 11 rt an furl I ran tiliin tif it fur 
iihinit. Ii Wf'rk. Hvrii yrt I l»y nu innuw fi'id, iw tlin rt#py4mtik 
liiitli il, 

'II 1 P Ilufi IkiIiI. wliiiii llir luiiiti iliiit* iinki— 

till I tin niiilrury, 1 ».tn m wmik 11 ^ wiilrr, 11iny lull imii («f 
rtnirriri | iiiiuii r«nii»Ufirn I'vrry rmitnrn I'fniifuri* ii#i niy friiiic! 
ilnili''«liiili riillii it. A« fi»r tliniinr lunl fiirtli, I riirr lilfln 
litiiiiil it. I'iiit iiinl wittnr* iiiitl iliii’i*' glmisrn tif wiin% 

ifiiiiifl lilcr liiint Iiiw.f4 In fiiir lltiwnvrr, t«i pariwly flit* liiiiiriilm 
tifiti lif I!iiaiifii4» llm riitindalrivnr, 


* 11ir lilt liiatiili ihr lirlglit riif 


on hin ac<’nunt. S^an'rly. ltu\vi*vi‘i\ lia»l tia* t 
ioiuH lu srvi'n* uiiHiifa! t rt‘at , fhaii Im 

i-o hava In'iniihul llu* iut^rvalH uf laa siifli'riia.: hy ; 
drama an a .star v supplit'd ti* lain by i>ia‘ af 'TraiiiVH 
whirh iia dasirm! ta |a‘asiiit fa l‘rrry, an 
ilia at’tarV iirst-harn stai, wlia had haan aliririfain 
iiama af Waitar Kaali 'Tarry .* Smdi was fha 
F<H’tUlU»H af Davargail” a |daaa wliiah, tliailidi 
Boan afiarwanis, ujbI siihiuititsi hy Tarry ti» luaii} 
tiaiJH with a vii»\v ta tha staira, wais navar na*aivi 
luamaKa.r, and was first- |uihiis!ia»!, inward I In* ah 
aut.liar\s lifa, lUidar tin* t it la* sfjidit ly iiltarai-i far i\ 
jHMtBan, af “'Tha IhMUiMd’ Ih* vari^ai 1 .“ 

On tha lilHh af Maia'h dahn l*!}di|i- Kaiiih!**, a 
thrangh tin* ratind af his ahiaf parts, ta tha da|i| 
KdinlmrKli andianaa, ttnik his final hsiva at" tliaiii a 
and in tin* aastuina af that aliitraaiar dtdivarail i 
addrasH* pannad far him hy Hinitt, No am^ wlii» 
tliat Haana, and haard tha liiias as than raaitad, aan a 
ta ha again iniainnstaci io tln^ mum* asclaiit hy any ih 
ring within tha walls af a tliaatn*; uar was ! avar 
any public dinnar in all its <*irauinsiiiiiat*s iiiara 3 
than that which accurrad a faw tlays Hftan,v;irds, w 
bla’s Bcntcli friandH atul mhnirars iissaiiihlad araia 
Francis tlattVay isniig cliuiriinu^ Walter Sisiti ainl ili* 
tha cranpiars. 

IUh lathers to Tarry alsnit this lima praviwHufllaii 
whatewar pain ha aiulnrath ha lunl na sariinm iippi 
as ta his haalth; far a prinaiaal thaina is iln^ plan 
ing a naw hansii at Ahhtd-sfara ; ami hy iiml by tin* 
that prnjact wholly angnms iln^ aarraH|«»mlaiiaa. T 1 
tian was in part lahl i*urly in ihaansiiiiig Hiiiiiiiiar : ii 
nata fcaiurt^ in HisTt's hisbU'y; far ha was by i!agr«s' 
to extend his dasigit, and the iittiniiifa axpaii.na vm 
excaadad all his anti his frtamlT calciiliiliatis. 

Shortly bafcjra this ttims Mr, William Iijiiilliiw Inni 
tnisb>rtunaH, which rtmdmial it naaassiiry f«>r liiiii t 
his farim Jia Wiis now luixitnwly lanling iilMiiit hiii 
naw establisUmant, and Scott inviit*d tiiiii in «M*aii|r 
on his projKirty, atid aiub'avtmr, iiiitlar liin giinliuiai 
such literary axartions as miglit iinprofa }ii^ inn 
prospect of obtaining such 11 naiglilMitir wiis* tin 3 

1 Mr. W. 8, Ttinw lived to tliwiiiiniiliili liiiiwidf m iiii alilapr 

India army : and fall in action iigaiiial iliti 


iiiitri* !*» “ AltlHif '.litni ;un| frnsjj ii|«»iiiiig 

Hi llii.H iH'i'iMil i»f tlHiiiiHiniK wlio Imil 

fttl* twriily \ huH, t|iii |ini* 

ttifli tar L^ht tliHii th** liirnil i 

iiHHif i»ii HiiV ifisiiiaiii ui i-J.iiMl rniilil havi* alTonliMl 

hiiii, ’rit»»ii;i.:li lit It Inrlv hihI aiMri'liHii: Mugarily 

ivi !m fltiiiH'-i i!i !»<’ fi.iii ah^ay.'i l»rrn aa fu lua {»wii 

wtirlilly iit!*'r‘-'jt H a*; n Hia fa.Hlra antl huhitn 

wi’i'i’ all iianifhi , an*! %\Uru In* inukial turward !<.» 

ilti’ m! uliat had um! Iulhi'i1»» hiaai a MiirrrSHftil 

|ift% iimlrr tin’ .nlunhHv ui ilu* lluii \w IkmI \vurHlti|i|}inl 

Irniii htiylannh hlH laailh* hriirt WIIH ull lii! 

filirvryi’ii ivilli idi'sIraiiLt! »*)*’.•■* iIm' hiuiihl*^ ruitngi* in whif‘!i 
liiH i'rirnMl |»ru|4M',ri| tu h«kti' hun. lua wjh% iiin! hin 
liiiil HHul fu tiiiiiHulf I ha! Im ahuulil wri!«^ ita nuirt* mtl m>tig« 
nil Ftiti’Mi ,* 

Ilf* fiuu!i |»rii«’iir*al II I if ill* «*iii|»h»y liimit fruui Mr. 
w!i<i W'iVi thi'ii liliirluig Ilia and Hfnti bniig at thn 

lifu unwi’ll In wrtin hitiimdl’, diiialiaf t-n uiid Jhr him 

|li«* iUir'fduliaf uf |,»y|»Hiiai wlindi ^l|♦{»l*llrla| in lUfiidiwniHrH ojimt- 
iiig N iimUn’, ami tiiivii Minn* |M*i‘n |»)iii‘tn| lunmig tin* u|»i»mnlagtm 
nf liny .Maiiimriiig. Hy umi l«y» vvhmi Laird hml imidi^ 
iiilmr iiildiliuirH In lim ti*rrilury» iUid nMj»i*riaIly in Ida wninl- 
liimhi* Liinlhiw*a artivu iviilrlifulinmii uvim ilt«» hahita and rnm- 
fiiriji i»i ihi* rutiiirfi ri*i|«h»y«’fl ividl riitiflnil him In a n*gn!iir 
nahiry iw /itrii*r. ,\|iauiiimi* Iit4*rary j<d»H Until 

iiiiMiHml {ind !m||ti*il turn ; ami any flidiinmiry nf landg wiw 
till dunlif «ii|i|di«*d in llm way ihai may frmn Hrnit’a 

thdiriiln amt tlimighlfitl iiuinM ami h*ttnr#4 in hifi Uiimt itiiiiiil'dn 
frii’inl ; fur n^aiii|di% thin <d’ Nuv«*iiilH*r IHIT : I hair MhlHa, 

’■■I yun will iiut i|iiarrid wiili my timt. Ikditnm tim tliiit, 
ill II Hiiiiiid jmlgiiigiind |»lHhm*»|»limal niimLihiH wuim lyamiintcif 
|ir, ami rr. wliirti lilla n|i mi mindi itiim in llm wmrhl* ia antii- 
|iiiriif svidy uf vnry imtall vnlim. Wlmii ymi gni riidi, iiiiln»a I 
llirivi* III tin* imtim 1 wall rni|tmat yntir annkiaimts 

fiir litiiM, fur ur fur imihiiig, m ilm naan may ria|»irn; Inti 

wliilu 1 w»«tiir iiiy finvimdimgitiHl laaita t4i airictii in trititri|ili ofnr 
iiitwi4 mill iiitiir, ii waiidd lai vnry ailly in cntlmr nf tt« in Ini a 
fdipr|iip twdim ii y wtr iif L/ifi niakn a tliffnriniim tn'twimii %m» Bui 

* »iiii Iif ** l.ttry** HiiiliiK *’ ■ anhiifik^ iiiiii iiiitliiniiipiriitri 

of ft fiiwir Ktirkk iiifti4rii‘i4 In kavlna ii m-rtiri* wlti*m iliii li«i 

Iwii l«|t|iy tfittol ntrr Im II fiivfittrim wiili all wlsu iiiitlnwtawt tliii cMI- 
cfwliw Ilf Hill SimitWi ilialni*t, ami tlm iiiaiiiKiw uf lliti tlliirliit in whloh 

Hit aiiiitP to kill, 



ail iliis \vt^ will t;ilk uv*t wlnat wi' lin’i'f. I nir.lif. 
ii i'tiitptir wilirli will imik** iiiv ;mI\u 

tinii <*.ssrntial nnirtMi wurtliv i»t” iiinrh r*’!i 

Nritfirr tin* n'run’iUK' iif tii*r ! hiia: i* 

\i'U iiil«Tru|tl SiMitt’N litfi'.iry nnlu.Hir\. fjiiMi'i* \\ |i 
had iuadi‘ his harKuiu inr auntht-r imwl. 1‘Iuh wa.-i 
dt‘riMl j.o ruustahh*. was ihdiidsitrd in itiirrmf*! 

ilH‘ t'oiUjaKion with Murray and Ihhirk wnuil, ,iii*i rr; 
to laucd- dtdiu Ihilhuity lu’ at AhlHttnlMrd. \ihr‘r«’ all v 
Htdihsl 

Ah to Hoh Kny» tin* tilh* wa-* l»y i'lu, 

}u‘ told nto yoars a ft or ward >■. tla* djflirtdty Im“ lia 
udoptod by (in* authiu*. “ What !" .aid lio, *’ Mr 
uiusi- you ht‘ up lur Mr. ttHt*/ l»ii 

if/* t’oustahh* sauI thi* uauir «d lli*' r«M,l hor«» «» 
host |u»s.Hihlo uaiuo for tin* hook. '’Nay/* 
*‘iH‘vrr lot luo hiivi' to writo lip to a uaiiio, \dni 
I havo i^tonorully adoptod a titio that fold iiolhi 
hookscdlor* ho\vuvin% piu'suvoriMl ; aiai aflor fh«» trui 
tht'Ho Hiu’UjdoH wav. 

ihx risiiyic from tahlia}Ma’ord}iii: to t’oimlald«a thoy 
to th(' grotai iM’fori* iliu d*»or td’ llio and all i 

mi HjdriiH tmjuyod tho liuo Mav Johii 

hopiuuK up aud ilowu in Im K'foo. r'lodHiiiiish ** Is 
hma\ Hroil; would you ohjrr! to my tryiiuc tlu’ 

witJi a /ha* dr/ru//*' o* Xay, Mr. Ihitf/* said Svutt 

liursham! blow you tt* th«* dt*vU hid'oro your timo/' 
my maud* auitl i'ou.Hlahha ''what tin* iiiisrhiof pu 
at sight- nd(» //oi/r huatl?" Hoott lauKhod In^aii 
inuucmlo; ami thou ohsurviug that llm litllo imm 
what- sons ualhal attmitioii to tho iiot«‘s of ii iunl in 
iug Hhruhhtu’y. Ami hy tlm hyd’ said lii% im lino 
liHtoidug. ** ’tin a hmg tiuu% tlohiiiiy* siiioi* wi^ lia 
(Mhhlur of Kidsod* 5 lr. IhtlT foriliwitli jttiiipnl up 
of Htoms ami Huiiiiiig lumsidf in ilio prufior iiliii' 
working witli Iuhi awh ht^gaii a fiivmiriln iiiif^rliitiin 
a certain »cm of t’riHpin* at wlioso uliill ami In 

lingarad wlmn thay warn m*litiolliiiy«» iiiiil ii tiliit^klnr 
aompanion of his atdhiliai imad In sing tntiiiii, iidiil 
and whistlad to it all day long. \Vit.|i lids 
was alwara daliglitad : iHitldiig aiuilil \w* rii'lit»r tlin 
tmsi of ilia binrH wild nwaal iiiitos, .tioina id mdiirli 1 
wiili womlarful skill, ami tin* ii 4 'riiiii|iitiiiiiiiuti. «if th 
lioarm^ araakatl voiaa, uttariiig all niiiinirriif oiidrarii 


whi*‘h iiiiilt ami vurii^il in n kIvIi* wnrfliv «♦!* 

Uhl 111 Hf iurlli uf I hint afUni 

\vi I fiat Miiftirwu, n hit l!»n!'MUi*«| nu iintiiv i-'smiiI tlitfigM 

lunn I till iaii! Ilf, ailMunl linn UHhi>ii-i% wliirit wiia 

tailily llii* . 1 u mraj^f hnu 

Hriilf, liiiiiMrlf h.nl |a'Mlial»|\ lhaf fvinriiii.^ Ilia llinm 

itf i!tf .nanrf it»nr«i la lu-. Saiimmiin:i, “| iirvfr,'* Haiti 
■i 'itiinlahiin •' limi iMiiiiif hsin hm »|i'H|iMn**si fi» hi* f MniiiHimaat 

ivliiii Ilf iiM-aiif Im lin. Hiumali In* lia,| had a ninrii uf 
liiM jlliii'' 5 n hut lli»i ilav hr rMni uninl hir an h«»}ir nr imirn 

III \va.lk hark ward j ami Iniavariin mh ihr talluiiy ami laiii'li" 

iliil ill" Im|i| iin hr 1% a*i nutr hr Wi»nhl makr it hit in alihtH|,.(«iW 

wiMvrr, w liMiii 111* wuiihl rtivf! up with //»#/>; am! fairlv 
tlir I »i|i|ilria III nil r%lriii|»Mrr iiia!»nni«i liriiviani tlir hiylin iiliil 
tli®^ l•a|.rnlll rH«inrt hiiy.: n«»t iinliki* what tlir hnuk givril im iii 
in llin ithriinyv li 

Mr. ihil!' liiirflii wr-ll r^nll 111 Ihr “ fall and i‘ntirn 
nf liirt trifi in Ifia frinnl had nimhi it u Miatqmt mm 

witii <hnifitiili|y Ihiii hr hiivr li third Hliafn in tln^ Iwink* 

wdli’r*i 4 iiinirty *d th«^ haiyniui ami lh 4 iii|.»|i •luhnny had nci 
Imni' f rinildr iihisni ihi* |»nldi.?>»hini| m* H«dhn|t «d' Uidi liny ihlin 
hill tnvii I hihlifyr nf Krhto, tliia fdi|»tthilti»ii lnii| sri’tirnd litin 11 
ht$Hiis nC hJ'JtMl hrhsrn two Svarn lanrHinl. ^Mttrnnvnr, uiir immt 
iiiliiiirt^ liw inlruiimmw in I'l^n’wnadinii itiirinn thinr 

jiinrnry hark in iCdiidini>dn t<* ridnnm him id" tlnii friwdiun i»f 
tnvii idd f-itnrk. with wdiirh hm untyi/.arihniii utiiirn iit tha 
iirw IraniHartinii mm hnrttriimh kiiidnriw uintinniHl 

ini hniit m tlidin llalhiijlym^ livial, t«* pryvidn fur Itiiii 11 min- 
MlMiil mMmmHiiiii id’ miiiiliir iidvH.ittit||r« lit tim wtiiin im«y riiti»; 
aini i ’iiiiMlaldr, frnin drfrnnirr tnHrotthH ttiuhnM, 1111(1 fniiii vinwi 
<if fiidiry* tipptmrn in tntvm imhmittml iti iliin 

till iifi liii iiiiifit %'riilnri»ii. 

I hit iiiii I hr liiiiiiiiirr trriii, Hta ill Mmniin In havi' liiliotiml iddidly 
nil Hifdniy iil I.HId fur thn Un||t! 4 tiir, witkdi wii« iiiililinliort 
III Aititiifd ; hiii hi^ ii-bii fiiiiiid tiinn Iti ilriiw u|i 11 tiiliiahln iti- 
fritdiirlnry Kaiiay ft*r tlin rirhly nitibdli^lit^d i|iinrtfii eiititlnd 
** llnrilnr Aiitiiiiiif wliiidt minin <mi n iiiinitli liitar* lIjMiii 
Itit* ri»tii|| Ilf llir rmirit tm inintn an nianrmnn to ttifl Lwinnx, 
rtiiidly* Hint fir iiiinlii vi«ii n mvn ni thn limnl nf lawh liiiiinifidi 
wild t 4 » liiifn ln*ini II fiiviitirito rntrt*iit nf Wm liarn, litih liny% iiiict 
III liliwuniia ttd’iiw, tififlnr ilm linujiirng nf ti kind mid 
iiilfdlinmit Mr, John Hiiiitli* i>i.«ikiidlnr, tin 

fimliml tiif 4 rmnillrrtiiiii of iho tiiibb mtcl oilier lotaJi- 

li« of till! iilritijititro nf llitilb 



iiy tliis ihih tif llrai part ut I 

1hhjh(‘ of ,\l»In>t.sr«‘nl» w liirli i‘\!«*iit|s fmin tia* hali 
i,<) ila^ four! yanl, had hotii laid; and Sful 

iui^^ lutijua found a now soitrro of foiisiaiit t»ri‘iip.i! i« *0 i 

iho pruffodings td* his Jiiastuis. lit* Inuh iiiori*it\'oi\ 
onipioy iiHUit. furthor atiidtl, for ho waa in»w iir*i^n| 
anoihiu' ntUjk^hhouriuK landowiun* for tin* |tiiroh;oiO « 
ti(ni (d’ nuu’t* foUHiMpioin'o than any ho li.id lutliorfi* i 
In tho <*ourHotd' tho autuiun lio roiioliitioti I 
and lifoanio, ftu’ tin* pri»‘o of pro.|irirtor of 

of on whifh thon* had rooont!> hia'ii taaaioi 

iial inansiondnniao, d’hi.a nrouiuatanoo tdlorod a 
vvhifh inuoh <jtu<’k<*nod S»h>I!’h /raJ hn* oouiplotiiig li 
nu‘nt. 'Fho vonoraldo TrofoMsor laTgiiaMon had <lt 
l.H‘fort»; his sou Atlaiu hatl hoou plaood ou hall pay ; 
innv saw tin* moans td' siamriint fi*r tiimsolf, hour 
iiiunodiaio rn'ii^hhotirlnHwi ttf tln^ oompanioii of liis 
Ids ainiahlo sistors. Foi^nssoiu ulio Imd writioii 
limm u{ T(»rros Vodras his hnpos «d“ ftudini^:, who 
Blunild hti ovor. Homo sholtoriiig ootiaKn* upon ilio Tw 
a walk of AhlM^dshml, was doliKdd*'*'d to hoo his droair 
and tlm family hH>k tip thoir rosidimoi* iio\,i sprinix i 
ImuHO of Tofttiold, nii whiolt Soot I fhon l»oHtott od,at 

mjuoHt, ilm iiaino t>f Hnniloy Burn: this inoro t 

donignation takon from thi* inoimtiun hrook wt 

throuKli its gartiim,-' tho sann^ famous in tniililitin ;i 

of Thonnis tln^ Uhvnn’Fs intorviinvs with Iho l,hiro 
^rin^ up|H*r piirt of tlm UhffiHt rH (fim, thrmiKh wlmdi 
limlH its way frtuu tho thuddshudilH Loidi iirroftfndi 
inoludod in a prtndfuiH intn’tiaso. Ho wim iiow‘ nu! 
thorns ImnniH (d* **Truo Thomnsd* iiiid of tho wliolo |ir< 
batdh^ (d IVItdroHt*, from to 7‘iirii-»ni|iiiio 

inont of ilio now torrit(»ry wiisjiowovor* iiit4*rrii|ilt»'il 
roturuB of liis ommp, anti tho iloiiroSHioii of spirit wh 
atttmdod, in Ids oimf% ilio tiso of ti|tiiiiii, tho oiily 
80 ©ine<l to havo jK>wi*r ovor tho disoiwo. 

A ploasant incddont ladongs to Atigiwt ISIT* Hrnl 
tho ilistory^of Now York by Ktiirkf»rlii:ii*kor, uliurll 
lippotiranoa in 1812 ; lunl tho iwliidriililo liiiiiiiiiir t»f 
work hatl liitl him to antioipiito tliii hrilliiini imroor 
author liaa iiiuio ruti. HamplMdl, Imiiig im ilriiiigoi 
©itimaticm of Wimhitigton Irving*» goidiin, gii%**i* iiim 
intmduotion, wluoh, halting hm cdiaimi on ilip !iigli-a 
Abbotsfordi h© mcxlastly iimt downt to tlio liniiae ** % 


mI* ,iihI u III kiM»u vuH’llirr it wolilil hi‘ 

|o Sruti ti* rrrruf u \ i:al ii'Miti irnii in tht* t’uurm* cif thn 

iiiuriiiiig,’' 


‘“‘‘riif !♦!’ lilV *'f»’U‘ir,*’ H.iyu •Mcul in'hnf fhr qlii**! tif tlia 

, i Hi! fiallln! f l$i’ Witnlrr « *f !1 h’ l■UHf Ir, ;i Miirk |!rrylntlllld, 

Hint !rii|'i!n’ “II I'lH- “I t*iMrkii i»l niMur. hrriui H hiiiMH’s inirkiiiK. 'rh|« 

iilitrm »«ni lln' «h“lr K^u'iinMn of iill mnuihrti and vuril'- 

riMtpi. Ill ii lillli’' W'lislr III*' id ltn’ i*it'»llr litiuM-|l iiiiidf* hi.H 

nnrr. I kii«’W hllii a! “tif'i', bv tin* liUt-Ui'.-im-n lliaf hail hrrn inthlialinl uf 
Itim. Ill’ riiini' |jni|*iii]..: np thr ifiavrl wiiik, huinifll hy n Mfiiui 

Wiilkiiii-! 'iiaff, l»nf iiiMMut: rajadlv lutd with vianitr. By hij* nidi' j«»iaa'd 

iilmiii ii h%tyv liMji pji-% h!.4.:hMHitd, »d m«*Hf jy:i'avr di’Hirunuur, wlai timk no 
|»itrf III fhr rhiiii“i}i •<! ihv lamino ndddo, htil norttird fo I'onahlrr Idinmdf 
lM»iii}d» for lh«' dlf*nit\ i»f !li»’ h«»u?«’, !»» ravo iim’ a noiuinnw - 

Itrforo Svihit rriodird I hr I**’ ladird ottt in a lii'iuly tonf% wrlcnnjiln|,( 

till* til v\lt|»Mii4ord, and nr\v« of <*amjd>r!h Arrival iM (tn^ tioor of 

till’ III’ Mr3nft|»rd ntr %%iU'ndy hy rhr hand; MNiinr, drivr ilown* drivn 

lo ihn lioiiiird liiiid ln% • yr'ro Jinit in linio for hrmlifiiMt, iiinl idtor* 
Wiinln yr ulmll f*rr iill llir wonilrm of ihr Ahhry.’ i Would hiivo r^riwnil 
on flir idrii of Inithni litrmidy nmd*’ iny hmakfaHi. • Hut, niiui/ 
rriinl li«% * Ii ridn in Ihn nioiniju? in ihn kron air of tho Sroirh Idlla in war- 
mill nnotiiih for a »rrond hroiikfitai,* i una lifoordingly widrlni to thn 
iiorlid of thn rofliri-n% iin*l in ii fiwv inoitnadH found inVMrlf wntrd id Ihii 
iimikfiifll tiihir, dlirrs'* W’lta no onn iifrwaii hid Iho fitinily, whhdi con- 
niiilrd of Mr«. Hcoii ; hrr iddrai. diniMhtrf, .So|*|da, then it line |♦irl uhoui 
^r'Vrnircii ; %Um Ann Hcoft, uvo nr ihrrn yriirn yotn$f|cr ; Walter, it well- 
grown aiiliilhiK ; rttnl rintrlea, n lively t«*y, eleven or twelve yeitm of age, 
-■■■’ I wMiii fell iiiymdf «|nde nl h«niii% itn«i iny heitrl In n glow, with the cor- 
lilii! weleoine I e!t|tei1enced. I hiid thougld It* nmke it mere morning vkit, 
lint loniid I tviwi not to he let off no HhIiiIv. * Vou mind ind think mir 
lieigiihonrli!*t«l If4 to he rend in it inorning like it neWM|»Hherd wtkl Heott f 
* if, iitken aeveml ihtya *d at tidy for an ohwd'vitid taiiveller, thiti hint it relinh 
for itnhl-w«»rld irinn|*ery. After hreakfiiat ytm ahiilt initke your vkit t4» 
Melromi Aldiey , I whiill led l»e iihh' lo inTom|»iUiy you, iw I hiive Midiie 
lioii'fieliold iilliiira to ititend h*; hut t will j»ut ymt in charge of my won 
Cliiirlei4, who hi very Iciiriied In idl fldnga touching the t*hl ruin Itnd the 
iiidglitioiirhooil ii mimnU In i Hint he ami iiiy friemt dohiinie liower, will 
tell you Hie wtnde triitli Hhoui It, with n great deiil more thiit you are not 
citlled ti|»oii lit lielieti% iinliw you l»e it tfiie itnd iiothlitguiouldifig anti’ 
i|iiitry. When you come himk, Til take you tmi on it rnnihlc about the 
T«ein«»rrow we will taken look iit ihe Yarrow* iitiil the 
licit tiny wp will drive over to t fry burgh Ahla'y, wddeh i« ii fine ohi ruin, 
Well worlli your iiadug/ In ii worth hefore Hcndt hiid gtd through with 
liln I fiiiiint iiiy»ell cominiiieit for a vl«li of Heverid tliiyw, iind it 

•eeitiwl »« if n liilin rtmliii of roiinince wimamhlenly o|adi before inc.’^ 

Aflur while itu thnthi, wriit.o n l•ll^ljd 41 r of 

litili lifiy, Mr, Irtiitg* iiitiler ytnmic ww 

M<4rti«e'Ablii»|% itiul liitil titiirh talk tvitli did llpwer, tliii allow- 
iiittii Ilf ilitt riiiiWi who wm oagiw to oiiliglitou in all tliiirp tli© 



Slu'i’ilT's {‘rit'iuis. “ I ltd'll Iw.m .Hiiiiif! iiiu's,’* sa 

*‘\vilh t‘u!iip;iii}\ and tlir lii-^f I’ll 

is his vnii‘(M‘.ii.llin|..r ntd- .h»iiiiiiy ! .Ii»hiiiiy lltawr' 

I *,(() oui- Tm sun* \o hi* i^M-nutrd wifli a jnk«* ts' n i^lr. 
Jli'dl stand and crank aid laugh wT me ju.il like a 
— and to think thn4 of tt mao ihai ha-n s?ic/i tin 

On his return from ilm Alihcy* Irving tViiind Scjii 
a ramble. 

*‘A« wt' Hailh'd fnrtlid’ he writes, “i^very «h»t» in the r 
turnnl nut t.n iittcnd uh. 'there was the ohi slrii-tle'imil, 1 
have already meutieniHl, a indih* luitiniil, mid ll.iinlri, flir 
hnunth wiiil tlmiaduleHS yMUUK'^ter, umI yri arrivnl ai 
(liHerciitm ; and a heaiUifid nrtir-r, with a-Ug Hiihi 

pendant cars, and a mild c>i% the paflmir fav<»nrite, WIp-: 
the hiiimc, wc were j*nneit hy a snps*rannuateil I'rt'Oeami 
from the kitehi*n wam^lns^ hin lad ; iiml wiw vhvvrM hv Se< 
friend and eiminwh*. In mir wnilka* h«* %¥oiild frr«|ii«’fst.l>' r 
versatitm, to iiolieti his iiiui »pi*jik l«» lliem iw if rail* 

ions; and, intli*ed, there nppears te he a vsint ilral «»f 
faithful attendaum on mum lieHved fpnn itiidr rhiw liiiiiinii 
Maida deimrteil hiimii*If with a Mravlty ln'coiiiiiiit tih* uK** * 
aciemed tocoiiHltler hiiimelf <•11111^1 u|K*n in preMirve a i»rinil «l 
nity and decorum in our SHcieiy. Am he J«»«Krd ji|m| 4» a | 
ahead of iw, the youin? dogn wnulil giiitdio! iihimi. him, Irap 
worry at hl» ears, ami endeavour in hnwitf him hiu* a 
dog would keep on for a huig tinie %¥lih imiw^rtiirhsihh* ie«i 
and then neemiug h» rebuke the wiinh»nue#i# his yeiimg 
At length he would make a midden turn, aeh,e one of ihrii* 
liitn in tiie ciusi, tln-n giving a ghim'e ul u«, iw iiiiieh uu i*» mi 
gentletmm, I nu»*t help giving wity to thiii muiMrii^ir,' WMiih 
gravity, and jog on as hrfore. Hi’oii iHinnied himself wUli il 
Itlea, * ‘ I make m» tlmthi,* aahi be, * whm Maldii k iilt»iie %vlll 
di)gs, he tlirowH gmvily aside, amt playa ihe li««y m iitiieli aa i 
hut he Is iiidnuned to do a<» in our rimipiiny, iiiid ueetnn lo 
with ycnif nonaeime, youngMlern ; what will llie luir»l ainl lli 
Umnan think cd mo if I give way to such hiolery f * Hroii iiii 
with the pecniliaritiea of aii*»lhi»r «d Ida doga, ft liltle »liaiiie! 
with large gliwpy eyes, one of the niosi »fur?ililve liiile 
indignity in the world, * If ever he wld|i|wl lilm,* li*' * 
low would smmk of! and liitio hhnself from ilwi lighi pf 4 ii| 
garret, fnun whimm» thf*ro was no tlrawinM liltii fnrili Imi lif 
the cih«milng»knifo, as If chopulttg up hli vicuiak, wliftt in 
forth with humiliatiHi and downcast hnik, luii wiitilti i 
any on® rtp^rded him.* -- lliii dniriesth^ aiiittial* were lil« ffl» 
thing about him seemed to rejoice in llie light of Id* roiuiit 
ratnbl® took m on Hm hills eomiiiiutilhig an nxteiwlte |»ri*wy 
said 8 oott, * I hiiv® Immght y<»ti, llki» iJw |iiigrliii In ilie lil 
re«, to tlie top of tlu^ Dehs^table Moiiiiiiilirs, iliai t iiiiiy wlipi 
goodly regions heroalmuts.* ... I gaf«l aliwiii me f»*r a tli’ 
mrpnii, I may almost mf witli tliwiiii^iiiitifu^fit.. I ludielii 


isf ifi'fv u.ivtiji/ IuIIh, Ui»r ln^yiuui Vuu\ jw fitr fw iiiy c’tuild 

iiiMji..iMfi..ii:i in flinr niiil ».» uf that (iiiii 

rtuil.l iiliJtM'.f Hvv a niiiiit th waikiui-t iilmm tht-ir ; ihhI far« 

fiimnl "IHirril ii|i|*r*uv»l a linK.it aui, Hnwiuit barr hilln, with- 

Mil! II lr»r n|' lljif'lu’l Mil it-i luUiii-i , iiUii yrt i-uirh liUfI hrrij t|j(» Wl'l) 

mI ii!i*l r.»i}iasirii MVi I !hruh'‘l»% that it liud a. j..'rriUrr rliarui 

fur in*' thiin f hrM irhrMi inn-Uf-r> 1 liiitl brJirUl lit k’ltrjuitti, i iMiiihi nut 
bull* r'lvitn: ufiriiiitus^ f.. my fiiMUKtUn. .srutf !mmmr*| fur n Htummi tu 
hill! .«■)!, Ki'Hvu ; !m' iuni iiu iiii-u uf haviitf.'; Iij.-i mu, hi* ruiiibli- 

Iiiriifrtl ill I hr . ^ m| lu'i|tafiM* lulhn Mf imt> hr I'rilm.nufy,’ Haid 

hr at IriiK.lh, • hu! lu luv i-Vr, Ihrar Ittlln, U!hI hU t !»i . W ihf hunliT 

r-'iiUirv. havr h<4U!|rn I.rruli.ir fu f hriJUii-! V i-h. 1 ftliu fhr vrty ualu'd- 
lir-rs m! Ilir huaf , |S !i.n» nMiiiriluiu.: huid, ufid alrl'H, iMid auHlury Jthuut 
if, Wlnit i h,ur In-rit frU’ nujur fnur Ul till* lildl llhuu't Kdiu- 

htirrli, ttliirh i-rs li'kr MS iianiriitrd i-nirdru lnm{, I iH^ghi f«s wtalt luyMidf 

hark iiK'dfi iiHixiiH m> u^^it lumr.’U i-ia-y ImII-s ; ntid if I slid nsst wh* tin* 

luHittpU', at Irar! Murr a yriny / fhuik I Mhnaid sifir/^ 'rim !ii«i Ws»rsls 

ttrfr «aid all Ismiu-ju ^siitrinih, m’rumjmhis'it l»y li thuin|» uii ilm 

grruiiid Willi h> way »d rii»|dt.t-d'h lliiif Kliiwvi-d hin hrnt1 wa.n in 

hlH n|»rsH'’ln Hr Vlmllralinl fhr 'rwrrsl, Jmm, tw n hraulit'ul Hll'inim ill it- 
»idt'' i suul uliarrvi’ih Im did iiui diahUn H f«*r luduy: *d’ uruln 

iilily liiivluK hriUi lumdi nf iisnuMd«^r hi Idn tniin; Jiml luutitidi’i' dtum 

ijMf likn Ih Inivn a nitrani «»vrr!iuu|.t hy frrr.i, whirli him In ilm 

nij,rrr|!n» Mf tthi I'Md and limn t f*‘uk »»ri‘jt.Hjim (u |»h'ad, hi likr munm*r, 
ilir iinHuriiiiiuii’i uf nirly Idr for iity diaapiMhuUmuh in rr.'i|»rsi lu tlm Mur- 
rutitiding i-M'i’iirry ■ I had hrim n»i iiiautMuninl h» WIT hilhi ^•r^Wll^sl with 

furi’fiin, liud hrrakiiig flirir way fhruugh a wildrrnnia uf 

that iiU niy ldr;i.,?i uf rruniUiiir hindwraiT wtih' Mi»i tu hr wrll wundnsl. 
*Av, and thal'H Ihr gn-ai rlMinn »d y»»nr I'uniitry/ rilni Hsmtl. * Vnti 
fuvr ihr au { du ihr hrathri', hut I W'utihi md havn y«ni think I 

du iiui huT ihr gh*r> uf n grinti W'^usMaml |»ruH|irrt. 'tlirri' U ntdidng I 
ithunhl lllir iiiMiH' than i.'» Ih’ in thr midat. »d unr uf yuur griind wild utig- 
inal Crtrrfi!j4, with Ihr id*-aid finndrrdauf ntdraisf tinti'udtlrn fur«*wl amnitid 
iisiH t unrr »aw al ladtii iiii hniitrnar nlirk u| linihi’r Jiwl hunhai frmii 
Ainrrira. It. imifsl havr hrrji an rm«rm»«ua trrr whrn li nhnwt in ItH nil 
llvr pull, III iiii full hrighi, aiid with all iia hriutrhi-H. I git/.«’d ni It wdih 
ildlidrailHli ; It firrinrd lik«> «»nr uf ih*’ glgantii’ uhidinlia wltlrh urn ikjW 
iiiid hrmiglst frnfsi Kgvjd !»• ^ihiiinr tin* idginy niuninni'nlH «»f Fnirnjin; 
lllid, in filrl, llirnr va«l iihuriiciniil trnrH, Ihiti hlivr lihrllrrrsl thn Indiinw 
liidt»rn Ilir iitiruftiuii uf ihn wliiir inmn mv ilm niuiiinnrnta amt iinli<|iilllni 
itf yuitr ruiiiiiry 

'•’TIsr ruisvi'miiilMii hs^rn tnrimil M|«m i*iun|d«*irH «»f iinrtrudn of 

Wyuiiilng, iia lllnalriilivr i*f Ihn |»i»r|.h’ iniilrriiita fnrniMlitnl hy Aiitr-riri.iii 
yirutt riliai arvrral im-ftaagra uf it with MTimt dtdighi. ^ Wlilit 
II |<liy li l-^n* wdd li«% * I hilt Chimiihidl d«»uM iiui wriin iimrr msd ofinimr, 
iiiid gliT fitil awia’^p hi liln gridurt t tin Itiia wdiiga thill wotild l«nir him in 
Itir «klr-#i; and fin dur'a, imw and Ihrth ^t^rniid ihtun grandly, hiii fidslit 
tliiuw ti|» itniiiii, iiiid r*-«niin?s hb in’rrli, m if hr wiiii nfriild to liintifli 
iiwiiy. Wliiil 11 griiiiil idrii b thiil, wild lin, ‘iilnml |)r«»|»liidin htalliig, or, 

ill niiiiiiiiiiii |iiyiiitn-i% waniiid aight ■ 

I'srtfllnil' r-triii?! r-stal sln*ir fchj*4*aii -s hs-‘f'nfi'i * 

Tilt fmi b|* imIiIwI liih • t *iitii|ilitdl k, in a iiiwitiiifi a Inigbiiar to lilMili 



The brii'hfutvss uf !iis»*aiiy in a drtnmrul l-» all lii"* inr 

ll(‘ iH {tjhtiti <tf thr that hi}i t»trn ftimr him, 

\Vr h:ul n<»l walkftl niu.-li farihi^r* hiinn^ wt* miw 
{Klvaiu'JiJf'^ ahuipj; tht‘ hUlai«l<* fo ntrii iia. Tlii'* iiM»iiHit, '.*/.?> :'4i 
()V<T, tiu^y latti w*t off Ui fako a nimhlv on tin* IiiIIh, i.iii«i laii 
with whii’h to tlrruraio tlioir hair f»'r <liitii«-r Aa 
hotUKliuK iii^htly Uk«* yintwA fawirn, aial^ Ifp ir ^»iiv,.r'4 lim i* 
|Hin' HiuunuT I waa rriu»ini«-«l *4 »|rHffi| 

chiklrvii, in hin intnHhu'tit»ii to t»iip oi" th«* «*f Miiriiii*»ii : 

* My (h)*ui^h 45t>| «!!«!. 

As l«-4 l.rfio* Ihv Uiuiiuliiin « A*".. 

Ah tliay approuHu'ti, tin* ffo-s alt ‘.priui.t! forwa,r*l. aipl i-'iiitihM 
thi'Ui, 'riu*y joinrff as with r'*t}iii»'uaMs*ii-'< full *•! hralth aipi lA* 
(litM'lilrHt, was tho luo.-a liv.'ly atui liavuu? iinuit mI i 

varied HpiiMt in «*onvrrsati«*u» atul K«-«4iiUif.: i*» t*att'h 
W(»nlH and huikH; Ann was i*!: a rinhdi'r iiiMud, rath«-r »ilrfi 
mmii) uu'aHuri% undi»nl>l, t<» hrr luing mtinr yrat^ youu.it«’r.** 

Having nfinu, iuany y*»arH uftrinvardH, Insanl Irv 
warmly (jf William Laitllaw, I iiuiHt imi uinit llin 

my plfmaiiitrst nimtdrs with alwmi iln’ iiri 
of Ahb(d44f«jr<k waa iaknn in rMinpany with .Mr, William I. 
«Unvard nf bis 1'his was a for wIp'*iis Hr«*ll 

a particular valmn Hr bad !«’rii bom to a romprirnry, inr 
CHlucatrtb bin mind wan Hriily storrtl witli varlr^d iitfomyiii 
wa« a man nf atrrlitij^ moral wortb. Having: bi’rn ri'din'ril 
mu% Htndi lunl biin to lakt^ rbarrtr id' bk ll«’ lli'n 

farm, on the blllHidr al»ovr Abbotsford, and irruiril by 
rherlHlitni and conlidrntial frirnd, rather than a 
dinner wn lunl Mr. Laidhtw and bis wife, and ii frimilr Irie 
rninpanlrii tbrm. 'Tbr latter wm a very inirllii^imt 
alnmt the tnlddlr age, and was treated wlfb partleiibir alieiiib'* 
teH,v by Sentt, Our tbitiier wm ii most iigreeiible i»«e, for Ibr 
evidently eherislietl viaitnra t<» the and felt tiiiii tliry 

aiated. When they were g*Ui»% Si’oit spoke of ilieiii In ilie n 
manner. H wl«b to abev^ y«*u,* mb! bt% moin# of mir reiili 
plain Henteh petnibi; tmt fim^ getiileiiieii imd linile^, f*»r pii 
meet everywhere, ami they ariMweryrvliere itie mime. Hip c 
a natinn in net in \w buirnt from ila finis fulka,* llieii w* 
a partieular eulogiiim on the liwly wlw liml ainsunniinlpii Hr 
Bite wa« tlfe daughter, he mihl, *4 a |M-ii'ir etiiiiilry cdergyiiiit 
died In debt, and left her an orphan itinl ilejiiliiiie. Hat lug 
plain iidmmtion, aim Immeiliatrdy a«d np a eliilif# anti 

nuinennw Hook nriiier her earn, by wtilcli pIip eiiriiPil a «ieei 
imime. That, however, wa« not her iiiaiii olijeet. Ili»r llr»l ^ 
pay of! her faihtir'a debta, that no ill wmtl or 111 will itilulii rv 
memory. Thli, by dint of Beotidi eisiiisitiiy, by liiiii 

and pride, who acseoiiipUHlnnh iht.mi 4 li lit ilif* r'ilorl sIm’ siililrpiti 
©very privation. Not aoriUdil wilit Uitei »lie iii eefi*lii IwIaii 


U> lak«‘ |»av I**!' thr tuifi*ni uf !!»•* t’hikin'U of notno In^r inni^hhuun^^ who 
hiol 1 h r (iilht-t' in liin ami |jm{ HUjin* I'ailoii into povtoly. 

* In u wur»i/ snlitr*! ‘.-.lir'Ha {jnc (»{<i Sontch yjii, Jin«I I (Icli’dit in 

hm* nnni’ tinui iu many a lino holy I havo kinovn, ami I hiivo known 
many of tho flnrai,' 

“'rim rvt’ihfi!,-: haviiut |*a*i^i!**I away dolinjnfully iu a quaint4ooking 
a|»arliui'Ut, lia.ll' aln«iy» half ilrawiin* ronm, Soittl iVad aovrral paHKjm'oH 
fr«nn tlm ohi Ihmiarn’o nf Arlhni*, with a hn«‘ drcp .'unnirnuH voirin ami a 
gravity of tHor that .nroim-il li> anif tln^ aiitapnifod lhafk Irttrr vohmn^ 
If wa:^i a ii»‘h !s«-af hi h»*ar mirh a w»»rk roa»l hy aurh a ami in 

niii'h a |4ai*o , an>l lo i aggoaraiior, a^i hr aai rrahim*,, iu a. lai''..',r arm rhair, 
wnlt hia I'avoiiiUr !iMun«i Mania at hta frri, and aurntunMlni hy limka ami 
rrli«|ur?4, am! li.tirlrr tr*qjhira, w«m!il havi* formnl an admirahh* ami 
imrsf I'liararf riin 11 * |»is’fnn\ Whni ! r»*ltrril for fhr ni!‘.hi, I lontnl it 
iiinnmf i!ii|nmail»lr !<» Mlrrp ; flu* iilra of bring umlrr tin’ roof of Sr»at ; of 
bring on fho lb*i'tlrr.a on Iho ‘rwrnl ; in tin' vrry rrntrn of t-hat. rrgion 
whioh bail, for .Hitnn* fimr parn, bt-rn tin* favom*ifr ai’rno of romuttfin 
firlion , and, abovr all, fin* I'rrMlh-rtiouH of ilm nimbln I Imd tukrn, flm 
noinpiinv hi whirb I had llakt*ii it, and f ho rnnvrrMut ion whirh tiad paasod, 
all fornirnird tn my mmd, nud iirarly tlrovo fdorp from my pillow. 

*M>n fim following monpng iln* aim dartod Ida boamH from ovi'r thn 
hllk tbrongh tbo low laliba* nf my window. I rono at.au rarly hour, mul 
lonkfil out bi'lwoon tbo bramdira of rglantiin* whirh ovrrlnmg Mu' ruHr» 
iimnt. 1*0 iny .aurprlmg Hrott waa almady up, and forMt, Hratrd on a 
fmgnn*»ii of iilmtr, and rhatling wiih tin’ workmrn rmployi'd bi Mm tu'W 
buliiling. I had auppoard, aftrr ilm titnn In* had waalrd upon nm yrHtri''’ 
day* ht' would bn rlmirly orrupbat thia morning : btit In* apprarrd likt' a 
tnim of lidMirn, wfm had nothing to ilo hut baak in tin* Hunahinn and 
lyiiiiso Idtmw'lf. I Moon dr«'?iNiiMl inyarlf and joint'd Idjn. Hr liilkrd abtmt 
ld« propoiini plami of Abbotabu'd': happy wt*td«l it havr bi*nn for hint 
imuld lin hsiv*’ riinfrnti''d hiiiiHi'lf with Ida «lrli||htftd UmIi' vinromm rod 
foilitgr, and Mm filiiiphn y«'l hrarty and lioMpitabh** alyln Iu whirh Im 
IIvihI ai tiu' Him* of my vmit/* 

liito.N to ilio id«l«*r Ihtlluntyiio urn withmii dat-o. Tlmy 
ii4u*.fiin|niniml, tn» dmilti, thn la.uf, of Hob Rty* ami 

worn tiiorofori’ iii all ftrobaldlity writton about inn dayn iH'foro 
itio .1lHi of .Dimtuid^mr IHI7 — on whirh day ilui in^vrl wiw 
fittlilifilituL 

** With grniti joy 
I wmd you ft*iy, 

*’riivaH a lough jtdt* 

Bui wn‘ro dtmn with Bobd^ 

Thf' itmof! hiui iiid«*rd tmnii ** a tou^li jolt ” for lii^lttly and 
iiirtly iw it rriida* tlio iitifhor had atruKulml alinoat thmai^lHUit 
with tlii» jiatim of rraiiijt t*r thr IioiHitiidr of 0 |»iiiuh (.’ailing tm 
liifii into day t4i dan hnit for <*obv% diiinrH found him with a 
rlrnii i»iit ftiid. a bliuik ulirid iM’hirr him, and ttit.rrrd «om« 
riitimr iiolmttn oxi’liiitiaiion of MurBriath “ Ay, ay, #lrmmy,** 
iidd lii\ 'tis mmy Ihr you to bid urn gt4 oii^ but how thci dimre 

0 



en.ii I liny's witV i.pnak* witli >.Hrh d funa^ni'^iii ni 

11 IV' **^ 111 *^ • 

'itoh anti his uifV, liailii* .lanin aui.1 ht'* In** 

Vnnmn anti ItaNlilnn^h < ^shahiis!t*un llu-ss^ Ih»|4i\ lit suii ;!.inl 
happily c“nntnislftl ptasHtniiu^fH wviv u rlt'i.iiin*! .i ■. « .ifiiiK ;r* 
the, innai fniiinuiti^ t»f llnir pr«aii't’r.s.snr-i. r»ni-.! aim* .n 

tion to beRin with an etblhtn t»f iHynni, i^r^vtsi i»* hav** l«-rit a:i 
BaRnu‘.ioUH iiH In-ave ; fur within a !niiiu;.:li! a am'.m4 Rimii \v;im 

calUnl far, • i . t ■ t * r i 

St*uih however, liaii intl waifeu fni' fiU'* a«*u i<;ui a *•! .ippl.ui 

Ah Huon as In* eanie wilhin i i*'W mI' i !i** nMiii|4r! imu m| K^h Ihw, 
ho (lt‘siret! rh4in isillantine lu |amp.r>^- t*, i a 
scries uf the lah‘s nf u\% I..ui»il.‘nh t‘* hv ri«uiprj-.,r.i. hkr tlm 
first, iii funr vulnmns, aiui rra«l^^ ha publuMiiMii |y "tlin 
Kind's birlhtiav;'' that ih. thi^ lih nf Juan iHls. “I 
hiuiKcriai uiai tihrsletl,** he wrntu, *‘tu am ilir »ai4 ni iltu-m 
shahliy burncviuKS uinun^ frn-iulH; IImw have all !»»*rn wipe^l 
oui except the K’uuil Ihike’s L.-ltMMt ■ ;Ui4 I will lint fcilfer rithw 
now oiTcrn uf land i»r anytliiiiR iucniiu’ in the way *»| ilnii 

clearance. ! «'X}a»ci tliut y«ai will bi^ ahli^ lu arrainp’ this re,rair' 
rection of ib‘itedta!i, hu that h.ulHMt nhall be at iiiy »»rder,’‘ 

Mr. liiRdiun umnl iu nhay in rei'uimfiiii.* flial he aej|iiifim| 
liiniHcdf on iliiH ucciisiuii w-itli a spiHaen ut" de^^tmly nui ciin. 
templatcd in hin cunitnlrtMtun. He well knew h«nv ?4nrely t'nn 
stable had beeti wuiiiidcd by Heiniif-: !fit» Ibmi I’alen nf .leiieilnih 
publishetl by Murray ainl HlaekwoMt! am! llnit the ninin'ii 
B'UCXUSSH uf Ul*b lh»y W'UllId nnly dunble hia anxiety In kei'p 
thO-m out itf the held, when the hint ^shni||d bi^ ilrMpt that a 
Bec.oiul MH. fnail Uailifereleueh liiiRht alinrlly be fitokeil fur, 
*lohn i.ln*ndYu*c tuuk a f’unvenleiii ii|ipuriiiiiity’ in nin’iiiitiii ihti 
new Hcdicine as if ca.miiilly ’mi irn tu give < *«*ii':4|{|ii|e the 
iinprcHsiun that the iiutliur'a |iur|iuii«i way* lu divid*^ the i^ri'niid 
BOrioH alnu Itciwcen !d« «»hl rival in Allwuiiarle Hirer!, uf ttinim 
hie jealminy was ahvitya aeiiMitivt% iiiitl lii« mughlwtMr tllaek^ 
■wood, whuiii, If tlicre had Imhui nu utlnw griidge, the ris'eiil 
conduct and rinddly inrrraaiiig mile i»f lin* Maga/iiti^ ittwlil 
haya Imicii aufllcienl in iiiiik«i C*unalahlp liale wilh a piuirrl 
hatred. To acti not onlv Ida «»lit Hriii« .llaniiJiiie ecii|»iPil» 
but th© autluirity of itm kdinburgh iCwvievt limdf insiinleil pii 
its own soil by tliiii jiiveidto w|intiirb wan to liiiii gull iiint 
■wormwotwl ; iwuii iiicircover, ho hiiiirndf tnol niiiif* in for !ii.fi 
share in sonic of tliofiO Kriitiiaiiue jmjt ffrwptti by it hit'll illnek* 
wood^s young Tory wags tlidighiinl to aii.f4ii,tl iliPir ehlerii ainl 
betters of the V¥hig |MWiii4iyiioi.i. To {irevinil lli« iiriipriiit^ir til 



tliifi j«»unuil friuu auyUun|.t liki* a hu!d tai ilia 

liullittr i»f \V;i\tn'lr\ , auii thiiH r<*!u|u*t witli liiiuHalf lusi duly 
in |M‘rH«iiraJ }il<Taf tin*, lail in tin' td’ Ihu iiuH% wan au 
tsh|iHi lur wliii'la aa thdin Ikilhuityiia .Hlu’^witiy < 'ou- 

Htabld WMiild liavd uiadr at that aliitt>.st. any aatu'iiii'U, 

\V litai, t laU'rfHria I hi* hauidi^y l*Hf I fi’iithrui)*' hduk.srllrr 
lidial Illith t *nii.Hlabld “ laa hi* ha»i hriui duhlnnl by tlii'St* 
au^iutii'd lu.'* <*anii'at liMjH* I fiat tin* .Ni’iMtiul I’alas 
df my I ‘rd \u*ri* df:itim*d tn n»HH’ out tiudrr Ua* aanu* 
wifli lbd» lb*>a Hu* |«li*ni|»ntaut tary am-avrn‘d with an 
Hir «tf’ dff|s rri^ni, tlial hr {rarrd it wuuhl hr impdaaildi’ bn* 
t!jr iiiiflmr !«» mI' Ihr wt»rk tudraa t.r |iuhl}ahrrH wht) 

alHudd avtrrr !*« lakr wUh it thr ithttir id* flir muuiuiii^ at-m*k 
td" *'ddhii Idallaulyta* i\ t *i». and rdUalabh** i»tndiiuudtHwly aa 
hr had aldud mi! agaiuHt many iiH»rr mudrai [tru|»oatt.idUH <.d’ 
thiH liiituna waa mi witrkrd Hjnui by hin jralmw IVidiiiKH, that 
hia rr:»*»li}t idii at tuirr giiv*' way. Hr iii'i’rrd rii thr iiiataiii ir 
dual! itial dnhu iirriiird td ahriidi trum aakitiK ^ •miiiil at rut* 
«wr«^|i rliairiHl ilu' Aui^rau ataldr in Hantivrr Sirrrt rf ntiHalr* 
iddr ruhtnah It* thr aimnint «d' H.iVJTtH I am ammnai by bin 
anrviviiiK |<artiirr, that whim hr had limdiy rrdtH|H»Hrd of tlir 
atirk, i*r friiiid liiiiimdt" a hmrr by fully twr thinfa id’ thin Hunu 
Hnrllnmril tt-ifh ihia hravy rrfuhtmn, I hr agrrmiriii fiir Um 
flair df MktrtHi i'n|m»a <d' thr rinbryu arrirn \\m nigiird la^fnrr 
thr rnd of Novnnbrr IHIT; and im llir Tth danmtry IHIH, 
Hi’oli wridi' to hiH iiiddr frirfid of ihirrlmirln | havr tti6 
grrai of rnrlrmim? thr dmrhargrd l«iiid wliirh your 

llmrr Blood rtncaiird in on iny arronnt/* 

l.*hr tiiiir now fi|i|iroiM’hi»d w-hrti a fknmidHBiiiii in axaiidtie 
thr Hrow'ii romn in thr t’ludlr of HdinburKh* wliirh hail uprung 
from oii«^ of Hriiira ronvnmaiiouM with tlir Trinrii lirgriit iti 
iHifn wai4 Hi Imgth to l«* arird ii|Hm j mul thr rrmtli wiift the 
liiiiriivrry of th*^* lungdoai n^giiUii of Hrotlmiik Hf tliii otliidal 
]iriirimtiiiigi4 of iti*^ 4ili Frit. IHIH. ilir rriidrr Itiia a full iiitd 
}iiiriiriilitr iirroiifit. in nil Kmm wldrh Hniti |MniiiiHl^ slinrily 
ii,flrrttiir«l« ; l*nt I may add a iiitlr inridrni of ilm fttli. Hr 
iiiid fmvrriil of lim hroilirr lltmt rrviiiitiMl ihii 

l‘iifitlr. iirroiit|iiiiin*d by aoitir of thr liulirn of ilirir fiiiidlitm. 
II w liiiiigtiirr Mo|»liiii lohl Iiir that lirr fiiihrr’« roiivrrmiliim 
tiinl wiirkr*! lirr frrliiniii* lift it* mirh a |iitrli, iliiit wlirii tli<» lid 
%i’iw iiniiiii rniiovrii, «lir lirarly faintnl* iiiitl drrw bark frciin ilir 
rirrlo:. #\» idir wiia ndiriiiK, who wm aiartbal liy lik voim 
rirliitiitiiiif, III II of thr diwjwnt riiiolioin “ iciliiitllltig la>- 
Iwiirii iiiinm’ mill ilim|*aird* iia ahr rxjirrsiiwl it| ** By <i— i Mo!” 



(huu»f Uu‘ s|t'n!i’ r*!i!i’niii* nif** 

nit.v with wliU'li iIuh iiad it 

a snrt- of :t^ ni li»‘ im-aal !*» it t»ii 

(if onr tif iIh' ytMiiti.: nrar liiiii, !li«^ VMin* . 

(»f t!ie P«H‘t wrnMiiuri* ihaa ^utiinriit !»* la.ikf flu’ w 
uiHlt‘rHt;uul tun <*rr**r; aii4 ri-H|w’ii iii.|* iln* t- 
wiili whit'h 1 h* IumI inti -v in 

thci uiuic'iiidimlt’in with an air «4' |niinful r'iiilMriM'n,iin 
whiH|H^nHh Trav fma'ivt* lu**," amt funiiii}-: rmi 
tuuninid^, ttlmi'rvia! Iu.h tianuttitfr ilr.idlv |s,ih% aiiil l«nii 
door. Ht* imiurtli.itoly »ir«‘W' lirr miiI *4' tli*“ 

tlio air had .Hoiiiowhat nn'tt^rrrd hrr, mitli 

tlu‘ Moiuid fo ('astli* Sfr«T!. "If*’ al 

honH*/* hIh' .'^aid, hnl r^rry la^w- and llini t iri 
irt’inhhs and I'rniu that Itiiio ! fanmni hr ti 

morn likn a wonuin than a rlald. I llioii|,^lil ho likini 
too, timn hn tuul ovt*r dtnio hldori^** 

At iluH iiioiiitnii, !uh lako li ftir nil in nil, 

iiudimnl to hidiovo, what in* otto’r man tiiid «’vi’r W'lu 
by t!in {mn ahum. II in ivorh^i won* tin* «hiily 
only of Ida cHumlrynmn, tmi of all «*iliiral.*’4 |%iiro|M 0 
city wiia rouritnl by wdiatovor KiiKhiml foultl idiow of 
Btatinis, {K>wa*ri wnaltln Imanly. ami nimiiia, Btnn-r 
otfmr in t^vory doimmatraiioii of rra|iroi, aiitl w’or?dii 
f0W jHdiiunil fanaiioa liiid oiiviohh aftari 

Im apinwod in town ori'ounlry, whiiin'i'*r had Bmir: 
Idnii “ gcmth^ or aini|dt%'* foil, if ino%'o iintro raindly I 
vtdna wlum Im waa in tin* |»ri*Honriuif l\ii|of-irf 

many lookcnl cm aa htnh<*r ihiimH» Ip* r'iiii;f4iilrrt*d hi 
wiiH (‘onaiiinrod hv all about hum rii|»iil!y 
larup fortune ,* tin* aiinmil find'itii of Ida imvidM iilo 
acivciral ynara, lamii not hma tliaii ; lim ditn 

daily iimrnmmd -- Ilia imilo wm riiung ■ ■■ iiint 
doubt4«l that iw long Im ntighi riH’idvo fr«iii lli«^ jinr 
Ida Frincm mnim dbtiimiion in tlw iviiy «f oitortiiil 
as had giddotn linforo lw»i*ii dri«iitiit of im ilto |*<wi»! 
quiuuaia of a nmni Utorary mdidirit-y. Il iiiiiittl 
that thii cminidlnr of liman pagra Ural liii«l llm iijifii 
obaerviiig tlm plain mmy imwloaty mdiiids Initl iitrf itw 
temptiitkaia of 8U(di a i*ar^ iiin! ilm kiinlrmii.^ of 
vadingi in all cnroumatiumoa, Ida goiilln itp|t<irliinuil» w 
him tlni riirOj p«*rha|m tlm auliiary, oxiiiiiiilo nf a iiiii 
elevated from hmnbh' iM^giiminga, wiil iijfifil liitiri^ 
by Mi iarlitmtfrscmda and in jirti|«irtj«n 


on liiiii.Holf llin hounu.t<' <»f tlni grnai Hint ihi^ wniulfr 
tin* world. 

Jl w;w diirimr tho Hiliitm tin* Uonnral AHHonddy nf ihci 
Kirk III iMay IHIH, fha! I tirat. had tlio Inaiunr of ninid.ii 4 ^ liini 
ill |jrivato mndidy : llio party waa nut a <»ih% at iliu iicman 

uf a iiiurli valin‘d runuiitm fnuntl Mv. Ilumu I>riimmund» ihn 
grandauii i»t' Kurd Kainu.H. 5!r. SiMiit, rvur apt tu t'tm.sidur tun 
lavtniraldy tin* him'ury t‘llurtH ul uthnra, and inurt* uapuciallv uf 
vurv yuuin^t purHuuM, rrruivni mu, whan I waa prr.scntrd t,u fiinn 
witli a furtlialily whudi I hat! nut. hunii prnparrd tu uxpurt. frinii 
<»iiu a utui luu ,Huuxalt<*«l. d’liia, hu\vuvui% in t hu Hainu af.ury 

that rvtn-y individual, whuuvur Hint, him undur nintilar rirmuir’ 
wtanrrH, ha.i hail tu lull. Wlmii ihu hnliuH rutirud from ilm 
dimmr iahlu. I happiunai tu ad. nuxt Idm ; and 1 h% liaviiif^ Imanl 
that. I had latidy ndurniMi from a tuur in thu’iiuiny, madn tliai 
ruiiiiiry and lia riHami litia’alum thu HuhjtH’i uf huiiu^ nnnvnrHa- 
tiun* III t!iu ruitrau <d* it* I hdd him fliai wliim, on roartuni^ 
tli«^ inn at Winmar» I nakoii tho waitm’ wimtlim* {*o(*tho wan 
tlmn ill till' town* tho man atarod aa if !n^ hati nut htsard ilm 
naino hofuns and tltai un my ropoatiiiK tho (pioHiion, adiling 
t/orl/io tirr iffumr {i\iv groat pu«d ), ho nhouk hin hoad hh 

dunliifiilly iih hoforo until tin' landladv Htdvod out* dillloul- 
is»*a, hy HUggoMting that porliap.H tho travollor miglit mmui “ ilm 

iit’tt ifvhf*imrr iitiih llh’ivy <*unnMotlor) loa 

Hooiimd amuHotl with thiH, and aaith “ 1 liopo you wall oomo oim 
of tJioao daya ami hoo moat Ahhutaford; ainl whon you rmmh 
Hidkirk or *\Iolroai% ho mtrv you aak ovon tho landlady for no- 
lw«ly hut //ir A7iori[f,** Ho appoart'd partimtlarly intoroHtod 
whon I doHorihod iondho m I lirnt huw him* alighting from a 
oiirriiigo orammod with wild plautH and horlm which ho had 
iiioktHt up in thi* ctmruo of hia morning’n iHilaniHing among ilm 
ftilia aliovo Joiiii. ** I am ghnl,*’ miid ho, ** thiii my old ma«tor haa 
jiiiratiiiii fifuiiowdtat akin to my owui, 1 am no Imtanisi, jrnop* 
orly «|t«mking; and though a dwollor on tho hanka of tho 
Twooil, ahull liovor Im knowing alamt Florida iMamtion;* hut 
how I alioiild liko to ha¥o a talk with him aUout troow!*’ I 
iimiitioiiial how mmdi any oiio muat hi:i wtruck with tho majos- 
tio himuty of <lootho*fi couttUmiuioo - ilm nohloHt cortainly hy 
far that I liavo o¥or yoi aimii — Woll/* mail Im, “ tho gramloat 
cioiiiigtid I ovor »aw Waa l>r. i-arlyhn mininior of Miwaolhurghi 
otitiiitiiiiily oallod Jupitw (hriph\ from having sat more than 

* ** What iMauttlos ilmfn Flora ilisckwo* 
flow iwotit arc her ainilti «|Hin Twmald* 

Ca4wrosii, 



ihiiii lii8 An for jioi’tfi, I hiift^ I ln*lii 

bt^Hi of oiuMnvii iinw luul roiiniry — wiiti t!ifni|*ii lliiri 
jiumt glorimm i^ym iiiiiigiimVilo, I iiivvor ll'itniglii iiii 
woulil «*oino up U> iiu notiini of tlio rliar*i«i. 

ilyroii.** :Princnt>al Kirol <*f HI, Aiiilnnvffi i^^jn 
regret tliat he hiid never «eeii Lord Hvroii.^ ** Ariil it 
reauinacl Booti, ‘‘give one iiti iiii}*ro,Hftitiii t»f liiiii • tlr 
there, DtMdor, Imt it in not liglitnl ii|». tlyriiiLii risnii 
a ihiiKj iu (I t(Htm of. A rtniiiiii Liir bi«iy, iiltii'iio mum 
too ohm iiieiitioniHl in roiisii-’^iioii willi Inn, litlii ii 
mints that whim hIm^ tirai nnw Itynni, it iriw in ii 
and h1h 3 did not kntov who it witu, lint Iter i*yof4 ivm 


nailed, iind itht^ naitl to herself, ikoi m m^i f 

pour 8oul, if a godliko fiwm iiiii! gwltike pirnmn f 
miwlci any extmmt for devilry, t,« In* niire n\m lyitl one, 
oour«tM>i thin talk, Btr l\ Aiitrriiy of Orlilertyro, nii 
and iohcK)lfiillow of Beott’n, iiakwl littii, iwmm lli« h 
had any faith in the aiitif|iie liniit««if llrnimr. *• N«, 
anawortd, aiiiiling, **for if tiiid Immt eiilior i 

ituoaojfiri worth their nalt in lliono iliiyi*, Itio rm-iier 
hoadpieeii would iiovar have Inn! to triiii llio |iokf\ 1' 
have alimanted thii lioinml iiiiin dwnitly iiiiii.»tig ll 
layd'igurs,*^ 

A ftiw dfivi affctir tliii, I raaidvatl ii aiiiiiiiiiiiiiaiiliuii 
Ma«iri. Ballantyria, to the atloai tlint Haij||*ii vi 
(mtioi'ii had pravaiitad him frtitii fiiltilliiig lii» iigrtmi 
thain m to tlia hiatoriaal depiirtiiieiit of Ilia Kdiiiluiri 
Kagisttir for 1816, and that it woitld Im 
wall ai them, if I aoidd iiiidarlAko to tl in ilii 

tha autumn. Thin proiKmil wim agreed to, iimi 1 1 
quantly oatmaioit lo inimt liiiii firelty often diiriiig flu 
soiaion. Ila told itm, that if llm war liistl goiio i*io 
havo likid to do the Iditoriimi itiitiiiitiry m U4im* 
Wia proiiiicit of having no awwla to pM^nni i«il rinl 
and thti |»iia»mg or rt|i»tiiig of oorn liilli iiiiit 
©ntd him | that hti htaltli wm iii Ituigor mdnit it 
mid tlmt though ho did not iinmii in give over m^rtting 
— fh«rt h« smiltd algnilloiiillyi anti glanrwl lnn ey 
a pile of MB, on thtdoik lij Itimigy hii 

antilM to writa iiotlilng liiit mdtiil wiiiiltl ml tier U- 
mant than a fatigua to hint, ./w#iiW* # lul IiiWmA’ 

Ho at thin tiiiio m^tipied ii« liw ilr# ii iitiall mp 


hohiinl ilM- (tiluu'; in ('asUo It liml but a 

miiik!*' Vi'ui'liau " niitnw, tijuaruijj; <>ii a jial.c.h of turf not lavu’.h 

liirgi'i' Ituiii itHi'li* iiiiil titf' iiHpiH't. of thi^ ]Aiim was cm tlie wliole 
1lti^ wdh woro mifiivly rloilunl with books: most 
of iiifiii liitiiiH iiiiil «|uu.rttm» aiul all io that complete state of 
roimir whirli iii a idaia^o roveals a of bibliomania. A 
voliiiiioH or so* nomllul tor iiumediiUe piirpoHos of refor- 
Woro pliirinl vU*:m by him ou a small moveable frame — 
liktuMltMiibavailer. All the nest \vt‘re in their proper 
and tt'lterevm’ a volume had betm lent, its room was 
tieini|ii*‘4l by a wuodeo liloek of the same size, .having a ca.r(l 
with the luime nt llie^ l-Hirrowrr and date of thc^ loan, tacked on, 
its Iroiii. Idle old luiidiiigs hml ohviimsly beeti retouched and 
ncgilt iii iiii^ imwi approveil manner; the new, when the books 
were of liny murk, were rieh, but never gaudy — a large prapor-* 
tiiiiMif blue mororeii »hi 11 Htamped with his demce of the port- 
e.iiltiw, iiml its HuthHttH tutuH c/*o~ being an. anagraiii of 

Ills miiiie ill iiiaiii, Kvery ease and shelf was accurately lettered, 
iiml ili*» wairkii iirriitigetl sysiematimiily ; history and biography 
mi unit side ■—« poiU.ry and ^ the drama on another — law books 
iiiid tlif'lioiiaries betiind his own idiair. The only table was a 
iiiiwsive jib*e«'4 of fiiriisturc which he had had coustracted on the 
itiodel of oite iit llokidiy ; with a deesk and all its appurtenatices 
cm tfiilier slile, fhiii iin amaimenHis might wi.irk oj.)poBite to him 
when lie idio,sii; ami with small tiers of drawers, reaching all 
rinitid io ilie ftc.ior. The top iliHjdayed a goodly array of Bcssion. 

K u% jiiiil on llie desk tw.dow wens iM'sidas tlm MS. at whicli 
rm working, sundry piiteels of letters, proof-slieets, and so 
fort fi. lit! innilly done up with red tape. His own writing a|)- 
piiriilim wa*4 .1 very hamlwmie old box, richly carved, lined with 
tniiiimiii velvet, iiinl eoniaitting ink-bottles, taper-staiul, &cs in 
34ilvm‘ - whole ill such order that it might have come from 
ilie ^ilvi^rtiiiiittds window half iin hour before. Besides his own 
litige elbtiw' ctijiir, ifii^re worn but two others in the room, and 
ilie«e netniimli from its position, to lai reserved exclusively 
fur ilie iiiitaiiiieiisis. I observed, during the first cveniiig i 
mdlli liiiii III tills that while he talked, his hands 

were liiir«lty ever iitle*, mnnetimes hi folded letter«covers — 
lio twiiiloil pa{mr into matolies, |mrforming both 
ImikTi wilii greiil iiieeliiiiiiiml experttmss intcl nicety; and when 
tlicro wii^ fill tiio^e piiimr lit to w so with, he suapned 
lib tiiigcrii* iiipl the iiolile MaidJt artmsed himself from Ids lair 
on the lieiirili rug, iiimI laid liii head mmmn^ his master's ktiaei, 
to tn> eiio’iiwd iiriiil fotiilliid. The room had no space for pint-' 


tinm oxffpt a portrait of C *hivor}ioii?if% \iliirli Imiot m’l^r 
tho witJi a lliglilaiid fargi’i i^n rstiMr uhI*\ iipI 

tiroiulHWurtLH iwhI tlirku (I'lM'h liaving tin ottii nUn‘% ^ »1|'4 |m# .i^fl 
8 t 4 U*"faHhion roiiiiil ilioiii. A fow giwii wiirli at .nolir. 

kat^p iiiliHltaalH iit. wort' pihni ovor tairli utiiia'oii itnn jiiifti 
of tlio wiiitUnf ; and on tlio t4ip tif tliofio liiy n lo\'a fail* iisoiifiloil 
on an aiitit|iio nilvor liiynllis whortnvttin i^ini lio Itipl 
CM'maion to t 4 iko tlowii a In' gontlv lirmriiirit tlir «if|‘ 

tho uppar ItmvoH liofoto oponiiiK it. I llnnli i iiiioitioiirfl 

all the fimiitnrtHd' tlio room i^icropt it m»rt «4' lad*i*o*, Un%, ionad* 
Wfdlcarpoiodt am! guiirtiod w-iili ««ilii*ii rml^n in wluidi 

he holpod hinimdf to hook h frmii lii?i higher fdiohipi itiitho 
to|) «tep of tloH eoiivenion«*i% llinwo of fiimifVIdt iho fr**iii 

one t4 tlie Chninan Kimirr'miirtheuU t% %'eiii'nilile lonirjit, f.it 
and fileeky and no longer vi^ry htetiimitive, tiMiially lay watrlnng 
tlie prweedingM of liin mimter ami ^iai«lii with an air of digiii’ 
lied ec|uiinlruity ; hut wlieti Mania elnme in leiift' llie iiiirly, hw 
signified his irieliiiatioim liy thiimpiiig the tiiwjr wntli iii.fi liiigt* 

! mw, Cii violently iia ever a fitahitiiiahle ftmiMmu tiiiiiillert n 
UKKsker in CIroiviinor Hf|uar<» ; tlii^ BherifI roneiiml o|iiuiwl it for 
him wifch(H)tirtoHi«alia^rity, — ainl ilieii IliiwiM-iiiiie lioirn jiurr* 
ing from hii {wireh, iwtcl itnnmied guard hy the rim. 

Maida absent uiKin furlough. Wl4iil.eeer ilisriuirfte iiugtit bi 
ptyisiiigi wiii hroken every miw itittl tlien by mmw rnllrrimmim 
apostroplie ki tlu^iti fourdiKited frtends, lf«* «itiil I bey iiwiler'. 
itoni «*very thing he said to them — iiml I lndii'vtf they tiiil 
iinderstiind a great tleal of it. But iii all events, ilngn itinf eiitii.* 
like ehildran, have iome infallihle Bmt for disniveriiig iil tiiire 
who Is, iMid wdio is not, reiilly foml of their eoiiipiiiiy ; itinl I vent* 
tirt‘ to nay, Heott was iifwmr five iniiuitefi in iiiiy rm»m bdore 
the little nets of the family, whether diiiiili »r lisping, hinl 
found out Ids kindmws for all their gtmeriitiiiin 
I luiver thought it liiwfiil to ketip a Jntiriiiil f»f mdiiil 
In private noidety, »ti that no ciiiii fiiaal eniw^ei fruin ttn’^ mmm4 
of this narratiffi any detailed mnwtl of faiiiiliur talk. 

What fragnienti of it have hiipiMitietl t-o iidliwre to m 
wteniive iiteitiory, and may lie piit iiiln blarl nittl wdnlr 
out wounding mty feelitiga wliWi my frieiiib were Iip 
would have wiilieil toapiire, I ilml! iiititaliiee m lli*' 
suggaite or iorvoi. But I ilimdaiitt m tlm Ihrr.^iliiild atiyiliitiii 
mort ttiaii iliii| and I also wbti In ettler a iiroti^sf nstre lie nil 
^aiiiit the general fidelity of iiiveml literary geiitlrtin^ii mlwi 
have kindly forwarded Ut mo iirimto id ilirir?!, 

diiignod to Mmimllim Beotfc, and wliieli they mtm' piobiilitf 



publish hereafter. To report conversations fairly^ it is a nec- 
essary prerequisite that we should be completely familiar Vith 
all the interlocutors; and understand thoroughly all their mi- 
nutest relations; and points of common knowledge and common 
feeling; with each other. He who does not, must be perpetu- 
ally in danger of misinterpreting sportive allusions into serious 
statement ; and the man who was only recalling; by some jocu- 
lar phrase or half-phrase, to an old companion, some trivial 
reminiscence of their boyhood or youth, may be represented as 
expressing; upon some person or incident casually tabled, an 
opinion which he had never framed, or if he had, would never 
have given words to in any mixed assemblage — not even among 
what the world calls friends at his own board. In proportion 
as a man is witty and humorous, there will always be about 
him and his a widening maze and wilderness of cues and catch- 
words, which the uninitiated will, if they are bold enough to 
try interpretation, construe, ever and anon, egregiously amiss 
— not seldom into arrant falsity. Tor this one reason, to say 
nothing of many others, I consider no man justified in journal- 
ising what he sees and hears in a domestic circle where he is 
not thoroughly at home ; and I think there are still higher and 
better reasons why he should not do so where he is. 

Before I ever met Scott in private, I had, of course, heard 
many people describe and discuss his style of conversation. 
Everybody seemed to agree that it overflowed with hearty 
good-humour, as well as plain unaffected good sense and sagac- 
ity ; but I had heard not a few persons of undoubted ability 
and accomplishment maintain, that the genius of the great poet 
and novelist rarely, if ever, revealed itself in his talk. It is 
needless to say, that the persons I allude to were all his own 
countrymen, and themselves imbued, more or less, with the 
conversational habits derived from a system of education in 
which the study of metaphysics occupies a very large share 
of attention. The best table-talk of Edinburgh was, and prob- 
ably still is, in a very great measure made up of brilliant dis- 
quisition — such as might be transferred without alteration to 
a professor’s note-book, or the pages of a critical Review — and 
of sharp word-catchings, ingenious thrusting and parrying of 
dialectics, and all the quips and quibblets of bar pleading. 
It was the talk of a society to which lawyers and lecturers 
had, for at least a hundred years, given the tone. Erom the 
date of the Union, Edinburgh ceased to be the headquarters 
of the Scotch nobility — and long before the time of which I 
speak, they had all but entirely abandoned it as a place of resi- 



ilancd. I think I lUH’i’r kinnv iihuvi^ !«»» ihii** *4 
aga to hava ihara ni tlia fr.ia* t 

ilHUuJlj iiiitoiig tlii* |M>i»raHi mill iiia#4l ii4 *4 t|j 

Tiia wimlthiar gantry liml fullmvrti 
of tiiat rhi^H avar Hpaiit miy ruii.Hitlri.ilila |*,uf mI flu 
Ktliuhurgh, axaapt lor tlia |)ur|wKHaf4 ul i’4u* iim ; llsi-fr 
or supariiitMuiing l!ta progr«’>iH of a lift-oni , aial !l 
not iiiore likaly than a Hn»ra or two ut r**iii 4 to **’ 4ii4 
old liuliiiiw, to iiiako lioiwl iigaiiiJ4l tli*' f‘4t:iMrdio4 i 
cd‘ iumdcimuml iiiul foraiiHio ridi^irity . Xom >«$ar*4 t: 
raHtniraoH had not imndi in caifiiiiiun ttith iiIm 

haritad and pn*?if»rv«*d tho idiiof liiii liority in tiiifi | 
hiararcliy of rlndorit*. !l«^ wiia hinlily aiiitiiMnl ititli 
thair daitartnw log«»iiiatdiioa -- Inti liii ihdiglii m miri! 
artmo mainly^ I aiiiinot donbt, froiii llio faioi of tin 
Imth aa to 8nbm*t«iiiattor iinil atyli^ iiinl siioilioil, 
vdm tin «iit liy% m Iw woidd liiivo ihnio iil si i- 

or a faiuiirig-inatidi, oiijoying iintt ii|'»|iliiiiiliiig ilii» nkill * 
blit without fiHdtug iiiiirli iiiiibitiiiii to {lariidp tiiiin 
rival iithor of tho foil or t.lio litwkiii. 1 ran 
tharaforiii that in tho oiirlior imri of tiii lifi^ - b-4or«»' 
of uiuvormil fiuno hail ovmiw«^«l Iim'hI jirrjinlirr* ni 

S tenomtioii, acaniatoiiiod tolioiirof iliiil fiiiiir t'roiii tiirii 
^lad gpwn up — it may havu ln^rii Itir roiiitiiiiiily iiilii|i 
in Kdiuburght that Hroit, liowovor nilipr 

not to I'Mi iiiwuihI tm a tiitihNaiiii|iiiiiifiii in lln^ miiiw 
thii or that nuyitiu* of liiiriiiioiia ilhiortiilinii nr i 
who utjw »loop« m forgotttui lut Ida gritiiditifillirr, 1 1 ' 
ml onough that pormma iiroiiglit up in llir aiiitir rirrtii ^ 
who rtimomliorfitl all hia latgintiiiigs, iiinl luul Imt #!fiwi 
ill acuiuioaow in tho Jiiitiou of liii cdstiiii fii iiiiriviillril i 
litoraturo, ahould havii oliiiig all tlio for that hi 

iacttuoft to thiit original aitiumto of liim im iniwor 
stdvfig ill othtir titliii to mliiiimtiom il wm iilmi mil 
tlmir projudioo on tliat mmm alioiilil Im rttidily tiilni i 
young wijlrnnk who bmaUiotl, m it iIip iiiiinti 
thiir profoiaional mnowii. Forliinm* tun, hIpi 

toi, and tho iffaot of hti ifonitw iiiul oiiiiiiiiIp nt 
inMlootml iway of tho long doinitiintt in tlir tu 
hftft had iomti ilmro in tliia iiinifjir. Howovrr nil i 
hafti liiwi, ihi of witiil I fiad hmi mmm 

howr oortiiiiilv that liitd ii tuurtidioiisi rnm^k 
atorki, whioh h» often telil with liitiipy rifVri, Ifiii ili; 
tlioiii drafts on a i^rttatiiiw iiioiiiiiry^ m4 iit with t 


of liumotir and ploaHiuitryi Ids «traiii of Uilk 
wiiH nniiarkadlo iiidtliiT fur duptJi <»r rt^iiuirk iiur fcdioitj of 
iiliistriiiiuii ; tJiiii Ih.h vimvH and opiiituim on iho luuHfc itn|Mn*- 
iiuti f4i|iifn cif firin’tioiii worn huiHdoHnly purvuriinl by 

blind oitiliiwianm ft»r ihi^ tlrra-inHuf by-K*^J*o ligoH ; aud t!iat| 
but for ilit^ icrt»ioBt|tio phomunonou prow'uiod by a grmi writer 
of ilio runtury gravoly iittrring Hi*niinHUits wxjrthy 

of Im imn and InvanmiiyloH, tht‘ main of Iub 

«lt«anir»o would bo pnincnmc’od by any onUglit45no4l mtaid)or of 
iiKHlorn Hofiot.}% rut hoi* buhl aial poor than oiliorwisti. 1 iliiak 
ilio opiiliot most ill voguo was i‘o/a/Moa/^(iro, 

It will bo iniaily boli«»vod, ihab in (»(jmj,umios sitoli hb I liava 
liooii idltiding to* inado up of, f»r habitually cloinimiurod ovor, 
by vtilidili^ WhigM iiini politioal ooonoiiiiata, Boott was often 
tiiinpiod, to put forth his I'ory di.w*triutm and anti(|uarif:in proj- 
ndiot^H in mi c♦xaggonltod ahapo, in oolonrs^ to say thn truth, 
iiltognthin* dilTinauit from what tln^y aHSumod undor oihor c*ir« 
oiiiiistiwioos, or wliioh had any roal intluonoo npon his mind 
iiiid tauidnoi on oooasiona of prm’tioal momonU But I. fanny it 
will icwiii ta|iiiilly orialiblo, t-hat tho most sharp^sightiHl of thosi^ 
nmniil c^.riiio« miiy not always havo boon oapaldo of irimingj and 
doing jtmiioo hi, ilio }iowor« whiidi Ht*oit brought to Imiv upon 
ilio t4.iploii whioli limy, not ho, hail nhoson for discuiHsion. In 
I'UiMsiiig from a gim-iii hall into ii. rm,:im with wax nandlos, tho 
gwi^sta a«iiii},itaiti that tlmy havo Udt sjilandour for 

gimiiii I blit li4 Ihiun try by what sort of liglit it m inoit siitii* 
fimtory to ri'inl, writo, or tutihroidor, oroonskkr athiisurci uiidir 
whioti of ilm two luilmr iiion or womon Imik fchoir laint, 

Tlio strongest, puroat, ami loaat obiorvod of all liglite, is, 
tiowofor, daylight; and liis talk wim nominonjdiaxi, jn«t an 
sniistiiiio is, whioh gilds tho moat inditToront olijoots, and iwlds 
brilliiiiiov to tho brighteat. As for tho old-worhl anoodotos 
ivtiioti tlioso cdovor porsons worn oondosoiintling oitongli to 
liitigti fit m ph'iisiiiit lottriivagatioiis, norving iiiortdy te rolitwo 
liiiil «ot otf ilio iiiiiin strimiii of dolmte, ihoy worn oftiiii onoiigli, 
It tttiiy giiossoil, roiintx'fciHl with llio tlioino in hand hv links 
not tfio loss apt iliat Itioy might Im too iiibtlo to tmkh itmir 
llf♦dlr/.xlwl and anlf-aatisflixl optiot. might ktamor 

kiiowlislgo Ilf liiitiiiMi miinm tlnm was ^telrniwiit of in iln^ir 
iiliilfiiopliy wtiioli piiaiiod witJi thoin for only 

It ww rlotfiod in plain fiiitiiliar lioimohold ^wiirili, 
ittil driwwl np ill poitio jiwwitio miiiii|w*rial« of iwititlioiis. 
** Thorn iiro |a«iphi,” says ijMador, who thliik ilioy wribi and 
ijiitak tlimly, iitm*oIf l«Miaui# haw forgotten tti# Iwifna## 



in wliieli tlnnr iiimI iiiutlinrH tim*cl t-« t:ilk l<i tiii^iii » ** itml 

Hun‘iy tliin’o iirtMi ht»iin*!y |trtni*rlt?4, iiinrli iiiaiiy 

a (liyniy iinnh'iii would iliink it lii'fioiitli Ihh liiifinly In i|iiri|o 
aitlun* in f4|M‘ot*}i or writing, luiy of whioli i*riiiiirii}ir»i4 liKirv 
wii (tako tliiit wiiril in iiny td' st,^ limit run lit iw 

triW-ttcHl front alt ttmt I'vor Hind tir writtrn liy tlio ii##riri= 
mum id the KtlinlnirKli HrlnKil. Miuiv «d ilnwo gmitloiiioii Indfl 
Beott'S eonvermiion t4t r«iiiiriioii|daiot» I'liirily fi»r llio fiiiiiiit 
rcmsoii that ii cddlit IliiiikH a |Hn-f*Hi1y liininil .filroniin 
|:M'Arhiip8 dee|ientnigh tiMlritwii si thre'O linirH iiitisi fii’oiiii ln.^ 
slsallow. But it will h*^ oisHsly ilyii lli«^ initi liigli' 

6»fc of their own itlolH hiitl heiter ineiiim fihsll nf 
inent: I eiin never f«»rgitt the |*regiiiini ex|ireM.fii«ii of hup iif 
the iihleafc of that Hehiad ittid |iiiriy - ■ ■■ lan’d < mdni^ 
when 8om« glib ysiiiiis ehiyieed to erlio lit liia lieiiriiig ttie 
consoliitairy tintet tif locnil iiiialitii.-'riiy, iisiMirerril t|iise|ly — > « I 
have the isibfortniie to think ililTeretitly froin yoii«-iii my 
liintihla opinion, Wiilli#r Heiitt’jt nt'oine in ii ^itll more iftinilorfiil 
tiling than hia 

Indwd I have iioaort of ilotiht tlmt, lotig ln^furo IBlK, full 
iuitbo wiw done In Hiaitt, mm% in ihoio nittior llsiiigfi, liy nil 
IliOi© of hsi Ediiilnirgli inniiiiiitiliiiirin wliollier Whig or 'for}% 
on wliOii I'tomoniil opinion m eoisld Imvo iisjn.io».»il In md 
ttiuoh ■mliiti* Witli few eKeeptioiii, the rt^iilly iililw iinvyeri of 
his own or nimrly misiiilitr Miititliitg, hml mm ifiat liiiio iitliiiiieil 
itatitnii of Jinlieiftl tligiiily% or were in the apriiigliilii of jirnr* 
tine ; and in isithor they mmm likely to rotmitier geiieriiJ 
mmiety i«ue!i in hia tmii finilsitisi, iia the* jiiyona reliiiiilitni of 
life, rather thiui the theatre of eneriioti iiinl ilifi|iliiy. Tlndr 
tahlea were eleputtly, aosiie of them aitniptiioiialy, Hpreait ; ititti 
they lived in a pretty emiiilaiit iiilerriiiiiige of eiitrrlaiiiitietiin, 
in every eireiiiiwBinee of whleli, eiiitveraiitlini it w#i« 

theiriitiihition to isnitiito thoaii voliijiliioisa ttietrojMilitiin t^srrlt^w, 
wherein iiniit of tlieiii tiiiil fnitti time to liiiiP iiiiiigleil, iiiitl 
ami of thiiiti with clbiitigiilihwl miiTim 4iii«fig aiielt prnmim 
oui geiiileitteii, like htiiiaelf im% the meftn Bmit « 

pietnreirpte i«tfteiIoti»i, rteli mmf htttiiiiiir, am! liti'filwiiliity 
glmiita of niother»witi were, it la mil ililttetilt l«» ^sijijui^e, iip- 
p^iatetl alawii iiotttrihiilifitia of a imire aiiiltilitttia iiml 

no doiiM liii laaidoii rmputmHm da mht$ (wliiidi liint ly ilt^grren 
ritm to a high pitoli, iillhottgli hg nmml imtltitig fur m wiw 
not without iti effati in Kdltihnigli, Itnt »tlil the oli! |ire|ii* 
dloe linpwMl on in the gpiiaiml opiiiion of the piiieej 
aaoag mt iinart pratort of tim Ornr-Mmm, 



In truth, it wiw U> lintuu t.u Hc‘.utt/s oral uarrations 

wlu'tliiu^ Kiij t»r i-ituni.Hm, ur tt» tlu^ folituUnw t’uu witli which 
III' fiiirrii'd iilwiirtliticH of all vvit.lunii tliHcovcuiiig better 

ill his tai.k than wit --aiul of a luf^luu* orchir; I mean 

cH|iccia.lIy it jMiwcr «if imifttimj -the iruc^^ and primary 

i-ieiistMif W'lmi in I’lilhsl imntjitmtittti. He wan lik(^ tla<t(juos~ 
tlKiiigli iiiii a “Melancholy ductjucH;" and “ moraliHod’^ a 
eiiiiiiiiiin ii»|he “ iitio a thmiHaml Hiuuliiiuh^H.’^ ShakHpcare and 
thi^ hiUiiHlicd I hike would have finind him “ full of niattor.” 
He disliked, men* disc|tdHiUouH in bdhd.nirgh, and prepared 
impmiiipliiii ill Loinlon ; and jun^z/Joil tlie imnnotfCrH of such 
ihiniiH soiiietiineH liy [ilacttl nileucts HmueiimeH by broad itierri- 
iiiimt, To such men he Heemed mtfimonplmm — not so to the 
iiioiit doibwotm iiumbu’H in what wm to some of thanri almost 
II Hcieiiee; not ho to I toms Ha! lam, Moora, or Ilogors^ — to 
Kills, Miickintosh, Ch’oker, or Hanning* 

HiHitt nuinaiced in give and reetuvo nmdi great dinners as I 
have been alluding t.o, at Immt m often as any other private 
genilemiiu in Ktlinhiirgh ; hut he very rarely aecompamed his 
wife and daughters to thi^ evening aHHcunblies, which commonly 
luwneil nndi*r oilnu’ roofs -for mrtyto rfac, unlesH in the case 
of H|iar«4ed luielioritea, takim for granted tHtrUj to bviL “When 
he had no dinner engageinent, he freipitniily gave a few hours 
to the tliimire; but Hitll more fret|nenUy, when the weather 
wiw tinei anti nidi more, I Jmlieve, to his own satis on, he 
tirove out with some of his family, or ii singki friend, in an 
iijwui earriiige; tin* favourito rides being ei ther the .Hlackford 
liitis, or tt» liiividstom and so home by (lorstorphine ; or to the 
lieach Ilf lhirf4.il«.illo, wliere Pebw was always instructed to 
keefi his horses ns near as jnissible to the stun M4)re tlian once, 
fweii in tim first suiiimer of my iwaimuntonec with him, I had 
the jileinaire of iwcoinpanying him on these evening excur- 
Miotis; ami never itid lie mmn U> enjoy himself more fully than 
wlieii plfiidtlly surveying, at such iunset or mmadiglit hours, 
eitlnw llio imwsive outlines of his **own romantic town, or 
the triifi*|tiil expiiiise of its noble iiitiiary* He delighted, too, 
ill {lanHiiig when he could, through some of tlic ipiaint wind- 
ings of tlie iiiictent city itself, now deserted, except at mid- 
tlity, by ilto uppt^r world. How often have I seen him go a 
lotig way roiiiitl akiui, rather than miss the opportumitY of 
iiidtitig for II few iniiiuttis on tlie vfumiifc 4i«|dana<le of Holy- 
niiMt, nr tinder the darkest ihadowiof the (fastle rook, where 
it iiferliattgi the flriwsiiniirktt, and tlui huge slab that still 
marks wliere the glbliet of Forteouj and tlie Oovenantors had 
* 



its itiitioii. IVm wmihiiiiiii liim iti^ll fr 

il«hti*s piiw' luniilsi siii*li smirn ;ii Ini 

arept iiinra laisiiraly t-liii.ii iInI lib Liip|*iii up tin’ « 
tliti C 'iiwgata ; iwul not ii «|uwr t4♦ttarltl^t Imt 

hliii soiiia limg4nirtaii iiiaiiinr? i#f itr 

whielii liy a faw wtmb, Im i^at luiftna ilia iin:if«r iii 
of Itfo. Ifis imago is sii asmiaialail in niv iiiiml ml 
uitiiii of liii iiiitivo pliiro* lliat I itmr t 

wittifiiit fwliiig IIS if I trora tmiiliiig tut Ins 
Whak'var might hiip{sni mi tlm ttliior *; 

ho always diiiiHl at hoiiia mi Hiimhi), iititl 
frioiuls wore* ihmi with hum Imi nmm iiiiy |♦mnlfli 
ha skMMl on rarmnmiy. Thum^ w*orin it liiity Im i 
posiicl* tlio liioat iignmilila of Im oiitortiiijitiioiits. 
into tlio room rulihuig Inn liiiiitlii* liis hriglit mi 
lika II laiy arriving at homo fur l!to Iniluliiys, liw I 



of Torloiik (with whom loi iigri^ral wiriliiillf iiii 


ipmniiaii ho liail lioi^itiio iit llioir oliiitea* llm iflil 

t-ll .M ilk 



inaancn* qitalitioH — wrot.f^ Jetkny dantj the Weamr^ and aomo 
otluu* iKqnilar songs, wliioh lu^ sang ca|)it4tl!y — and wan more- 
over a thorougli bibliomaniac.; the lain Sir Alcxandiir Don of 
Nowtim, in all cotirimniH and <‘b*ga.nt ac’ccmiplislummiH tlm 
inodtd of a cavalier; and last, md lf‘a»st., William Allan, ILA., 
wlm liad shortly before this tiiin^ returned it) Hcoiland fnnn 
se-veml years of travt^l in Russia and 'rurki^y. At om* of tliese 
plain hearty dinners, howev<^r, the cotnpuny raj’cly (‘Xi^eedc'd 
tliree or four, besides tlm as yet mulividcHl family. 

Hcott had a story of a topping goldsmith on thr^ Hriclge, 
who prided himself on being the mirror of Amphitryons, ami 
muamnted for his suer^eas by stating that it was his invariable 
cnistom to set his own stonuudi at ease, tty a beafsteiik and a 
pint of port in his baek-sltop, half-andiour before the arrival 
of his giu'^sts. But the liost of f.’astkt Btreet had no oeeasion 
itt imitatit tliis prucUmi arrangement, for his aitprtiite at dinner 
was ufdtlier keen lutr niee. Breakfast was his chief meal. 
Befori' that (uums he Inwl getne thixtngh tint stwerest part of 
his day's wttrk, ami them he set to with tlie zeal of Drabtads 
Bt|iiire I'ovtdl — ^ * 

** Aiitl laid at once a |H»und upon hl« plamP’ 

No foxhnnter ever pr«vpared himself fttr the held by more kuI>. 
stimiial iip|diaimes. llts table was always providVsl, in iiddi* 
tion to the usually plentifid delicnuues m it Heotch ttreakfast, 
with sttme solid aritele, on wlucdi he did most lusty iixeeution 
— a round of laud — a pasty, siwdi as made (lil Blasts eyes 
water most wehmme of all, a cold shtiiqds heiui, the 

charms ctf whieh primitivi^ dainty he has so gallantly defended 
against the di.spamging sneers of Dr. Johnson and his kmr- 
leialerd A huge brown htaf flanked his tdhow, and it was 
plactid iHMiii II broad wtsHien ireneheri tluit lie might cut and 
come agiiiii wiiti the bolder knife. Often ditl the Oierkn^ eumth^ 
ciiriiiitonly culled among themselves the la’ec/y wtiicdi trun- 
dled rotiitd livery morning to pick np the hrotherhooth and 
ftien ilepositcil them at the prej'wr minute in i!m Farliament 
C!lose™ often difi this lumlsiriiig himkney arrive iii liis door 
Iwdcire he Itml fully apjii^ased what Homer calls **the sacred 
mge of hunger;” ami vtadfiiroui wta tliii merrimtmt of the 
learned umim^ whmi ilm surprised I'SMit swung forth to join 
itieiii, with im eiieiiiporbm iiwnlwltih, that Itiokml like ii 
liloiiglimiiidii Itttielitmn in hli hand. But tliii roliiiit iwpplf 

*Sie Bmimll 1811), ful. Mb 



would fiiivi' *HiTVi*d liiin in fiu* I to iir^* 

anytliiu^ uuu'o hol'on* «liiiiiiu\ uiiii ;il tliuinu* Iw iilo 
Bpariugly iw Hqiuro ’r«ivt*ir« iiii’n* Irsun ilii^ |ii^»iriliiig- 

Wh«i rul thi' niifiJuUoi’' iii frii«44ifiifi fim 

Anti imyvrilril nitirh Im nrr ilii» rrr«&iiir«'!i 

The only flinhefi he ut ;il! fniid <*f‘ ivi^i-p thr* ulil : 
(inet^ to whitdi ht» hiel in tin’ iliii'ii lif 

Fairfonl; luul whioh reatlv arf^ r^ndlriit 4t-^ihrn, 
truth, iw Hwithiiiil hurrowi’ii froiii lirl’itn* r.it 

AltnlicuH lirought' in Imr lluli.iii ri'rliwji In ri’¥ri|iitti 
kiteheu liktMtie court, t If must of I 

tint courne of hi.n iiovoIm fouml mmw *i|i|ttirtiiiiity lu n 
eHteeiii. Ilut, iiIhivo alh wim ran Ilial lir* i%iu 

amiiint the upleiuiourH of Wliitelialli liiiiiH«df ii; 

momireh uiiltmH hin firai rtitirfio iiirltiilr:^ i 

It in II fiii^t, ivhieli aoiiie |iliihii4«nilirr,5i nyiy lliiiik % 
ting down, that HetitFn cirgaiiiaiition. m to niore ifm 
the seiine^, wiw the reveme of exuuiniie, lie luii.| i-iy'j 
wliat mtiiiieiiini eatl iin imr; !iii4 niindl wm Ii 2 ir«lly iii 
eat©. I. have aeeri hiin atiiro iilioiit., niiit.e iiiiri»iifiri«*i 
cause, whim fiis wliole eoiii|m.iiy ItiUniyril tluur iitiea. 
the approiaih of mi over^kept Imiiiirli of voiiiiiiui; mm 
by the nomi or the paliite rotihl tii» r«*r: 

from sound. He «*oiilit never tell Maihdrii frotii Hliet 
an Oriental friend having aiuit liiiit n btilt. *»!' j/irrms, 
remiiiiilau*ed the eireinnfitaiire soup* lime iiflerwardu, m 
for a iRittle t4) have Hir •loliii Miile*»liii*s of 

it turned out tliat his builer, iiiisliikiiig lliii liiludi Ion 
served uij half the hiim iw w/ierry, Hnri lie roii,*t 
physic j he never willingly swiilltiiimil iiioro tlimi uiie 
it, and was iuro to anatlmiiintbe a seeiinil, tf tiffere 
peatiiig John Hoiihi^m epigmiii ~ 

** llulil and m^i thii niumk 

<IM mm lili iiwiloii, anil tiin rliirrl * 

I^l td» dfiak iwrt^ ilie Kiiillsli n .. 

lt« imiik Hi# polioii, itel lili iii«l ** 

In truth, he Hkitl no wines eneepi spiirliiiig rliniitfiii 
clawiti but even m tliis' lant lie wna iw 
sincerely preferreil a liiiiibler of wlii^ky to I 

S ^ecioui ‘Otquhl rut^ that ever llfiweit m tin* mm «r . 

0 rarely took wiy othor imtalion whm nuiiii 


family; Imi at t.la^ HiiiHlay luuinl Im cinnilaiod tlm C‘.hamimif,m 
brink iy cluriiifi (ii}im*i% uiml ftMiHitbaunl a pint id clarnt «mcdi 
iiiaidH fair nharn aft4»rwar(iH. I aiioultl not omit, liowovor, that 
luH llourcUmuK wan uniformly prtH’t'thHl by a nmall libation of 
ilui i^tmuiiu' vinHiiiain. whioh ho pourtnl witli luH own 

hand, mare nnijatHm-, for mwh gm'Ht- making for tin' par* 

ptmo t»f Huoh a multi faritam oolliH'tiou t»f anoiont Hi^^hlami 
iptitiijhn (liitlo <’UpH id’ ouritniHiy thiVid.ailod wtKHl, iulaiii with 
Htlvor) an no laovlaiid Hitb'board but bin wuh ovor iMpupfiod 
wit.li — but otmummly romu’viti^ for himHidf om^ t.hat wan pooul- 
iarly prinnotm in bin m having travidb'd from Hdiitfmrgh 

to ih*rby in tluM'antc'mi of Priimo (/harlio. Thin rolio had la'iui 
prwmntiHl tn tlm wandoring AHoaniim^’ by »omo vory oaroful 
followor, for itn l»ottoni in of glann, that lu^ wlto (|uaffod might 
koop lu8 i'yo tho whilo upon tho dirk hand of hia cuunpanioii, 
Tho mnind (d‘ mnHio™(ovoin I HnHja'ot, of any Biw»rod muHUi 
bnt pHalm Hinging) —wcnild bi' (umHidm'ial itidoc*orouH in tho 
Kirt»i'tH cd Kdinbnrgh on a Hiuiday night; ho, upon tlio taa'a- 
HioiiH I am Hpoakitig of, tin' harp wan nilont, and Otierbiirim 
and The ikaunc Htnair af munt m't'dn bc' dinpi'imod 

with. Tc» mako amomlH, aftt'r im in iho drawing-rtHun, Hoott 
UMually road Homo favtmriti' author for tin' amuHoimmt of liin 
littlii inrtdo; or Kankino, Balhuitvno, or 1k*rry, <lid mi, at hb 
roiptoHi. Ilo hiniHidf road abnnl liiglt pcmtry with far groatiir 
aiinplioity, d«'ptla and otTooi, than any <dhor man I ovor hoard; 
fuid in Miii’bid.h or thdiim CkoHur, or tho liko, I doubt if Kiim» 
bill mndtl havo bi'on morn improHnivo, Yot tlio ohiuigtiii of 
inionaiiim worn no gonily managoib that hii oontrivod to iiit 
ilio dllforoni intorliH'utorH oloarly bd’oro uii, without tho loiiit 
appriiaidi to ihoairioal artlfloo. N<d. so iho othcirs I havo itioii- 
iiiitiod; ihoy all road olovtndy and agrooablyi but with thti 
doobb'd iriokory of stago riHUtatiom To thorn ho usually gav© 
itio hook wlton it was a ooniody, or, imh'inb any otiior draiim 
tltiiii Hliaks|M.iaro'’s or doaritia BallHo’ii. Brydonb Faldos, Joliio 
inn's iwn Haiiros, ami oort4du di'taohod soonos cd Boauinont 
liiiil Flotidior, I'sisHnatly that in tho Lovor's Brogross, whom 
iho ghost of tho iimsioal iiinkoo{H*r itiakos ItiH iippt'aratmo, 
W|tro fri'ifiiotiily solw'tofL Of iho isiots, his oonbunporarioH, 
Itowtivor, iliurti wim not ono that did not oonio in for lus pari 
III Wordsworth, his fad. pioooii woro, I ihiiikt tho Hong for 
llrciugliiiiii Ihwtio, iliii Laodiynia, and mmm of iho twiy son- 
iit'te: — ill Hoiitdii'y, C|itooii Orraou, Fornando Iiiniiiri«, tho 
liiitoH iiii thfi Holly Troo™aml, of his turgor pooiim, ilio Thii- 
liilifi. CTiiIiImi whs nm% to Hhakspoaro, tho itaniling 



ri'Boiimy; Imt in tlitmiMliiyii Hfrtui *»iii 

freiih aiicl fiitl; an*i» if n innv Crntu hi < h:iii 4 li;i*| 

it wm i«i I10 r*m 4 hr Srtili llir- NuipLiv 4 

iinii iliai with mii’li dt 4 iglitwl ui *ihriir 4 

pliitrhy ih« iddi^r Imnl hiwl k*4*i nil htn 
ilia {ittoh tif ymithi all !ii^ mUnnulum t^l f.tmtwi, it#'*\ 
tinniiiiiiad by thn \mm% dr<»|» *-4 In*- mu jr;ih»ii‘s). 
bmutiful ttxaiiipb i»f li i%ml i*rti 

eipliiwtl tiiitid m\d idiiiriwi^^r ! 

’Lid tiiii turn* nii*iyiivliih% t«* ii fiibltt vi^ry «ltflVrpiii 
own, id wfiitdi, froin llii« fnrwiinl, I iif'iifii ihpI t 
tliini Itv’i'il III Hi. #Ii 4 iii Hiri^ri, a r« 
cilddaHliiciiind, liiid niimnum iidjuiiiiiiif tlir^ i 

iitnl IloIyriMHh and at lit* dyiiaiit'P fr*rtii |.ii 

iiil>Hi 4 hintsiiit llo liinl siiiirriiHl 11 fVw yrnrs Iwfnrv llir 
of a wmlilty fiirinor in Iti^rwiokititrp —11 i|iti«t iiiiiiiili 
of siinplii tmmmm, and jii*rfi»olJy dmmmim linliila : 11 
fiiwi yoiiiig iduhlrnii worn groWing iifi iilwiit tiiin 
uiually, if not nciti«tiintly, hiid tiiiilpr iii« rouf tiin ngf 
lui and liii wifidu tmidor imrn of wtiiiiii il wiin |; 
witensi. As far at a itrangnr iiiiglil jinlgo, tlipw rtn 
a morn oxtiiiiplary limisolif^ltl, nr 11 linjiiiior 0111^ ; iit 
CHSCiialotially mol llm juad in Bl, tlolm Biwit wltPti t 
no otiicir giiosts Iriil Erskinth Tnrry, lli^cirgp ||ri||i 
anothiir iiitiriiabi friorid or iw^o, iiiirf m'tiMi Jiiinoa I 
wm mntmit to iiniMfar in his own trim itinl l»iit 01 
kiml luiiid of liis finiiily, llin rrsjwifiil Inil irl 

of Bcott, tlifi iiiisy iaiidlord of ii jiliiiii* riniifiirtiildo li 
whiiiyany grcmt ovonl wm %hmt lo liikt ulmm iti ilio 
iispocnally on ilm ovti of 11 now tiiiiad, tww di 
higUor ilrmii in Bt, tiiilin Binstt; and Ui tm |iroioiil 
thoso ietmifi wiii iritly a rirli Irimt, «%*oit — if mil fiif 
for iMimtnii who, likimnysnlf, had tin iitiiro 
rtisl of Ihti world m to lit® aiithiiriliip of Watorli 
w§r« lumgregitel iibmt lit® priiilpr all liin own litio- 
of whom a mmukwM% itiiitilatr wim hf fio tiiwiiti | 
familiar with **Tm mmkt tiJtici«iiw» wlitt, li| 
owid to him that whtoly mlot>ti*il nil®; ^ aitil flo 
among th» »sfe with km itimil iiwiti m|^i| tif liinij 
liumour — alfchciitgh it wm not diikiill to tm%% iii tito 

1 (l«orp Ifriwto, lig* W,ai tif 

S fiitlfittwi l» ni>w Will iaiiwii In lli© llttwf 
iimry of Mttili, of wMeh ail wlm iit4th.wt«itl il»i #| 



■pliiy cif luH featuri^H, the divin’Mioii it aflorclecl liiin U) wati*h all 
ihii |a’(HaHlurti of lu8 BWtdliug (’oalhlaiit, iiiul ill© ourioua 
iioo|myii'H that. iurrcmiuliHl iho vvodl«H|>n*u4l hoitnl 

faimt Wfw, to uho ona of tfaiiiaH'H own fav<ntrito ©pithetBi 
fprtjmm; an iildtirinanic^ diH|)lay <d‘ tiirilo and vanisoin with tlio 
guiialdo aa-aompanimontH of latal nnnah, potant ala, u-nd ganaroiw 
Machd.ra. Whan tlia aloth waa tlrawin tlu^ liurh»y pram^n amma^ 
with all ha aouhi miintar of tha port of tiolin Kambla, ancl 
upoutad with a aonoroiw man tho formula (d' Maabaih - - 

“ Fill full 1 

I drink to tha giinnral jay of thti whole tiibhi I 

This wni» followad by Tlia King, (.HkI blagii him I and Boaond 
a 4 yna Cbjntlaiuan, thara in anothar toant wdikdi navar Inw 
bean nor nhall ba omiiitHi in thin hotma tif rnim^— 1 giva yon 
tba liaidth of Mr. Waitin' Haott with ilirtai timan thraal All 
honour having baan dona to thin haalth, and Haott having 
briatly ihankatl tba atnnpany with Bt»un^ axpraHHionH of warm 
aflaation to thtnr luwt, Mrn. Itallantyno raliratl; tha liottlan 
piwmad round twiai^ i»r thnai' in tha tmnal way; — and them 
fltynim rui« ouaa mora, a vary vain on hin brow dint^nubHl, bi« 
ayoH nolainnly fixcnl up«ni vm’am^y, to propona, not m bafora in 
luH atentorian kay, but with “^hatad hraath/^ in tha mirt of 
wluBpar by whiab a Ktagn aoimpirator ibrilla tha gidlary ~ 
C/aitllawiini, a tmmjwr to fAa immoiiui Authur tif Wmmritii!'^ 
— Thii uproar of aliaaring, in whtah Hiaitt miwla a fiwliion of 
joiriing, wi« incHHiiitliHl by daap Hiltinaa, and thiiii Ballaiitynii 
proaijiidad — ♦ 

** III hli f#oni4tiirlalgh look, »aran© and serloui, 

A itiiiiiithhig of and iayiii.^rlcni« — 

ti'i liiiiiani tlio oliitnirity in whtah fii« illustrimw but tAm iii(Mla«t 
aorraipoiiftaiitiiill ahtiiii to aoiiaaal himmdf from f ht^ pkuditu of 
tlia world to thank tha aotnpany for tha ittiinnar in whiali tlia 
aoniiaw mnhm Itml ractaivad — iitnl to iwMira ihain that 
tti«^ Author of Wiivarlay would, whan iiiforiiiad of tha <4raiitii- 
fold highly dal igli tad ^ tha pmudait Itonr of hk lifi*/* 
Tlia aool tlwimra fun of Haottk ftmtiirtfH during nil tliii 
iniiitiinary wim fiarfitat; iMid Er»kina’» attainpi at ii guy pumeinh 
tmim* wii» ittll tiiorii linliaroimly ntari^irioui, Aldiborotitiplioiao- 
phortiio, tiowavar, liiirKliitg m ho wim, kin^w too wall t.o allow 
t!i« now itoval to ba iiimlw iiit Mubjwt of ilinaiwiioin Iti iiiiiii© 
wiw and tmatiiiis to it cirownad atioiliw eiip | but 



tliiit-, iiiMiiort' 'V** ?!*»■ 

cml tiiil«iltl*ni tif lir^ iiijiii;i !li?>i?ii* *! 

that woiilil |yivtMt<*in» liii iliwIiMiiMtii ft* tn- 

Thp illiiffl »»/ imi» ■■ nr |»t"rliii|*n, T/if 11*^-^ 

7%t* miTii iitii^ timmh l/nil ml» up l ^ 

lowwl, ititew|M»ri4nil %‘ilti iliitin.fi frtiiii liiliri 
(l©tirpi Ttw»l»iii»li* till* fii«’inl i»f iliiiirt, 1,.$ 

Tht* Mmtrliiml HVilfItiif/, nr HiWi#- #i p»',i »/ 

anil mi it wmit nn, utit4l Hmli »ii4 *ii 

tir vt*ry ^tiilil llnil Ini4 rluiiN-iHl in |i*t 4 ,||,i 

fit tn wlthilriiw. Thrn lli«^ !ir«*ii«^ w.u 1 

lyul tilivt'H iiiiiiln wiiy fnr lirnilml iiipl 4 mn'lit 

jiunrli ; iui*t wh«4i a fnw nhin-wn^ i*f flip lini 

»tnwl lib jiiiwnrfi* *l||.liir*il t*j.ii»tifnl tuv nii tliP 

thn fnrttieiiiiiiiig ri-iiiiiiiiw. rli4|»tpr • - ■■ «»tiP rliiif 

«— wini tlin fry. Aftnr ** A’tiy* %/r ! *' iiml « 

any sliiftiilha {irmiWiaain warn ill Iniifflli |»r«Mliirr*l, m 
with liiiiity II |in*fal«ir¥ tanii, rniwl iilmitl %i'liiil Im laiin 
thfi iitciil itrikiiig tliafngiii’ ilipy riiiiliiliiwl, 

I'lia ftfit I Iwanl m.i rt*iwl wim llt« inlrrtanw 

thii I'hikiMif Argylt% mnl Qimm i'limfiiip* sri I 
Park ; aitcl iitilwilliiitiiiiiliiig w niiirp i»f tli«« |Kiiiiij:i 
to whiah liii wm ailtliatiHl, I ttnwl njiy Im* 4i4 llii' i 
iCHiiti great Jtiiiiao, At till evpiit#* flip pffnrl it jirwl 
tio©|i iiticl iiieiiioriilile, itial iiti wiiiii|i*r lliiit lln^ etiilli 
rtipfior^i one In JnlrwIitiA 

hin piirthig iitave, wliipfi wm titiifnriiily !le tMsi 
Marmkm^ tocmniitHl aertiiliily witli iim riiitlnitn»lil4e 
Brahtiiii. 

Wliat a (liflorent affair wna 11 iliiiin^r* iiillnniglt }ir* 
dialing laiiiiy of the aatiio giioitii* at Ilm Jiiiiiiir i^irtw 
ill thomi dayg retaiiie«I, I ilitiiki iiti firifiilo a|i4iliiiPiiii 
to liii In Hiititiver iifnr itiP 

ho itlll kojit ©itililiiitmtal littllaiityiip iiml 1 

Hookaelkm” At any rule, aiirli of tiisi 
mm Mm Bmit imrtnkoiif, wore giteii til liw %iil4 m 
Prltli of Forth* liy Trinity I — II rot mit wlitoli tin* I 
had iiifoiteit with an air of dniitly folinfliifitii* linptv, 

ing »lrikingl¥ tnoiigh with the kilidiitilini riis/Mt : 

niiii of Hi older hrothoPi dtittioif to mifitniiltiirist^, I 
wfti itirfoiinilicl liy gardinii mi ooiitrifwl m to m*mi 
ildomW© iitnn^ hafitif tttatiy m diinly tuff, tridliw^l ^ 
»|itertoni ahawt, iiiteri|ioriioil iiiiiiiiig tlw*tr hriMfil 
Urn proffiiiional mmmimM hi Piirii wnl llriwtel# ii 


of neriu, had Htipplical hoili tht> knuptation aiul tlie 
»H*auH to 8«'t furtli ilu^ inUador in a fa-Hliion tliat iiiigliit have 
natinfliHl ilii^ numi faHtidiinm pvtiir maiiirm* <d’ 'Norwood or 
Hi. IhnuH. thdu^ too, wan a luarriiMl aiau: lowl, howtwor, 

orootcnl ftir hiinmdf a privak^ vvdug, ihti suh*(‘hhob to whichi 
whotlior froia ilai inaiii laiiltlitiK (»r iht^ iHwcpti-k woro ho nar- 
row that it wan phyHtrally impoHHihlo {or tho hainlHoino and 
portly Iiidy who Inn'o hin namo to form hor pc'rson through any 
<ino of tlioin. IliH dinnorn worn in all roHnootH IdtriHiain f<w 
luH wiiHiial |»iilato tUmlainod nncdi #lohn Hull luxurioH as worn 
all in all with tliunoa. Tlin piipiant paaty of HiraHlmrg or 
Horigord waa n<w*or to ma^k ; and avcni ilio pnW dt* rhidmum 
was prohahly a Imar’a hoad from (U»hlonk/., or a turkay roiuly 
Hiutl’od with trullioH from ilia Halain Hoyal. Tho pioturos »cat- 
toriHl among tloludH innumorahlo mirrorn wmro ohiotly of thoat- 
rioal HuhjiwtH — many of ihmu portraiin i>f hoantiful aotroaHOi 
— WodingttmH, HollamyH, Kitty C!livoH, and bo 

fortln that found thoir way in tho nocpud to ('iiarloH Mafhaw»’H 
gallory at llighgak*. Horn that oxipiinito o(»modiatdH own 
miiuiorioH ami panHli«‘H wort* tlm lift' and mml of many a CohU- 
val, and hori\ tot», In' gatht»r«Hl from his faot'titniH hcwi not a 
fow^ of tho rifhoMt matmdalH for hintit/amio^iand mon(*poiphiptim. 
Hut, indnod* whaltniw imit»ror Hingor i»f mnimmoo viHitod Ktlin- 
liurgh* t»f tho ovindngH whon ho did m»t porfttrm Hovoral wore 
ittro to la» roHorvod ft»r Trinity. Hort^ Hraham qnavorod, and 
horn Lialrm drollod \m lw'Bi™horo tlohimtono, and Murray, 
iiml YatoH, tiiixod iimt ami atavo ht'ro Koan rovollod and 
rhitofl — and horo iiio Htiman Koinhlo ofton playtul tlm CJreok 
from minnot ki ilawn. Nor <lid tho iMqnilar dumeumi of tho 
tiiiio dif«lain to froBliim lii'r roaou, afior a lalMirimii WDak, 
ariiidwl ilioBo Faphian arlwiurH. 

floliiiiiy hint oihor taaioa that wore omtally oxfMiiwivfi. llo 
IiimI a wi*tld«riiiiihod Btiihlo, and followaHlihofcixditmnda whoii- 
iwor tho ocifort waa within an oaay dbtiiiioo. lli« lior»i« wiiro 
all tmlloil lilior hormiii in Hoott'a |aaimii or novok ; and at this 
litiio liii iiwiiilly rmlo up to his twiotion on a iiill iiiilk-wliite 
tiiiitft'r, yrtopi Old Jforhilily, attomliid liy ii loiwh or two of 
griyvlioiimb, IHo Vornoti, flonnv Ihmnison^ and »o forth, by 
iisiiiio. Tho foiitlinrwoiglit hiinsolf iipiumrecl itnifornily, hain- 
tiiofdii-ltatidi ill flto lialf’^lroHS of soitio sjioritng«idiili - ■ a light 
grey fr««»h, with oitililofiis of tho cdiiiso on its «tlvt*r hititoiis, 
wtiiki tiortl breonhoH* and |otskoy4K«iti in Miditmiaii ordor* 
Y«| liit iilft^dod ill tho tiiilpit mtlior a gravo iiflftressi and wa* 
rotiJly oiiii of tlio iiioit pliittaiblo and iiii{Mi»iiigof thii 



Fn^ljabt? Hrofi’ii iiY^riiwr^il lii« lti*lii^riiii# 

for IIhi iviw, ii'lirii wi^r«? Ifniiig pii, ,i il.iilv ji|. 

t«nic!iiiit ill lliiiiitvrr Hirroi, iiriil liiiiifit^If mil |ltit |r.i*it PUr4"i.iPtM* 
of iiiiiiioroiw fur 

tilwi Miliiiiiw riiinitsoi, iiiol *il4' iNiO^li .\|ai4a* 

hy tho way, w*w nn wo!l liwitrouf tun li.il*!!’*, tli.ii alinitt. 

tiw tJiiiP wlioit tho rtiiiri *»f lik^4% u* ii|i |i*r 

tho ttiiy, lio liiigti! imtiiilly Im» rmirlm*! iii imo ajiiiiiig 

Joliiiliy'i own tail of ^r«^ylnntii4n at ilin tliimilit4*l «4 tl»p iii*ifl. 

It miii lit two of tliono Trinity tlmnorn iJiw miitirio’r I toil 1 
fir^t mw HwiiH «lrimk walli Im M%ri\ I 

Boutt who ho iviiit, iiml ho luhl iiio o.tjsro^^niiif: .?4iir|iri!i#» 

that fiiiy hot iy ulmnhl Imvo livotl ii %r$iilpr or ttto in Kiiiiiliiiri.tli 
without kiiowiitg. Iiy Higlil iil Immt, ii rili^oii m-lutm iiaiiio %¥m 
no fiiiiiiliar lo ilui w^orliL 1 immummi lo mr liiul t liint sirii 
kwu |iro|Miwti lo fiiitl iliti grout bitiknollor ii iiinii ul muii goii* 
tlMttftiiliki mill 1 ‘voii iliit4iigu'iiili«n| b^nritig. Hooit niiiiloih mint 
wwwertMl — Ay, Ckiiiilubb m imlwi n gri4ipl4i»fikiii|| rliiolil* 
lla |Hlt« mi til mitifi til Firltling'i n|Mihrgy fur i^inly Ilmiliy «- 
to wlt| tlml kndmwn liml -iiii iiir wliirli, lo lli«:iio wliti 

h$d iiofciiim rtmiiy iiotiliiiitui, Wfiiihl gum mi i«|oii nf unliility/^ 
I hiii toI iti tliciiii ds|« bmti iiiiirli iiiitiiit4t*| in iln* 

Jokil of wlitl ii tmllai, by wiry «f oirolliwoo, l/m frorlo, itinl wm 
pii*r4i(l wh«i liiifilt, in tint rniirii nf itm tlinimr, iiiiil 
stablii ytiiir Urjirtih Alnjoily flu iim llw titinuiir tu tolti ii 
glwi of cihaiti|iiiigii ? I iiiii^lof t.»r iIip tongt fur wi 

iiplaimtiiHL ” milil lii% ** mo ytni wi urmm iw mil lu kimw 

that Clmiiteblfi long iiiiim iltibb^tl litiimolf Tko C^nr «/ 
ooity, ilohti Miirrii.y Tko of tko Ifoig, mwl Iii:mgiiiiiii amt 

hii Hiring of pitrtiiori Ami wliiii I 

aikofl, " lii4« Mr. tfiihti llalhiiitytio jsimiiolf fmiml in ifil# now 
(dtmmmh iM Itial tlot» ilmk in tim mii h** niiuth 

ilohiiity ! Wlioit I ill! it|i for a biokioltor, Tim CTtrfly 
tonocl nto Tfm t)pn tf Mymtt ™ Imt lio imw rtnniiilori itit* m 
iioxt tliiiig to tMhnmod,^* Ho mMiii flii Mitjoply Itm 
tatorti ii too fowl of tlio«i tiiokiiamoii, I inn tiny n jinrlimr iif 
tb« Itouit of tdmmmn wm iliiiliig wills fiiiii in' tin* taiitsiiry , 
to mtUft an liiiiMirtaitl iii^^ of laiaiiioiSi atiotii wlurfi tlinro m* 
©ittPiil a pwl iloal of fliWoitllf , « Wlml lino iwiii.* y.ui Init us 

youf potiil thif# P »itl tilt Ijoiiiloiior* by way of jarnitihn«i^. 

• Swani I ^ firlitl Ooititntiloi * thty sw only iiiiim Tlirrn 
Jtiit flfi of lloiii, If ym to ol^r to, nml tlmir 
liOii|ttiwi| Jlitriti llrmo, mi Umwnf llili nkit mmi 
Til© Omfty a gwxl tmrpiio” 


If. alwiiyn ap|y*a.ri‘{l t.o i\w that, rlamm Ballarityno fait hm 
l(inuuH rt'hukaci in iha |»rf‘Hiau*a (Jotmiahla ; hin matinar was 
CHmst-raiuiHi, his sunlit narvihs his hilarity alaimrata. Not so 
with «lo!iriiiy : tho liiilo fi'llow navcr Hi*am»‘cl aioro airily frol« 
kmonio than wlian aapaml for thc^ amuHianiaii of tiio (^/.ar. 

Wiioii I viHito.il Chaistahhs an I oft.tni did at a period Boine- 
w!milat.i*r than that of vvdiirh I nt»w spoak, and for iho nicwt 
part ill coitipany with Hi'oti, I fomnl tho hookHollor oHialdiHloHl 
111 a rt'Hpooialilti ooimtry ^taiiloiuaids Hf»at, Homo nix or sovim 
tiiilos out of Ediiihurgh, imd doing tlio honours of it with all 
iho eiW6 tluit iniglit liavo Ihhui lookod for tuwl hotmen the loug- 
doHoondod ownor of tlio ptiwo ; — ttioro was no foppory, no show, 
no idlii luxiiry, Init to all appi^arants^ tho |diun ahundtinoci and 
siinplo onjoynunit of horiuliiary w<siltli. His oonvorsation was 
iniudy and vigorcms, aiiouniUng in Scoicdi anoodotos of tho old 
iiiin% wliirli ho told with a dogroi^ of spirit anil humour only 
stH’ond to luH groat author's. No muti ooidtl morn otTiHdually 
eontrol, whon ho luul a mind, oitlior thf^ oxtravagant vanity 
whioh, on too many iwoasiotiH, mado him ridioulouH, ortlio dos- 
potio iompiu’ whioli liahitually hold in four and tromhling all 
itmh IIS worn in any sort di^pondont on his t^mrish Majosty^i 
ploiwuro. In him I mwor saw (at this poriml) anything Init 
thi^ iinohtrnsivo smiso ami tho oalm oonrirNsy of a wolldirad 
gontloinam His viwy rspiipagt' kopt n|i ihi^ sorios of oontrMts 
lad-womi him mid ilm two ilallaniym^s. {!onaiahh» wont hank 
unci forward kd-woon iho Bnvti ami Bolton in a doop hnng ami 
tiiipindiius grotm liarouoh<\ wdt.hout any prntmnac at liomklio 
hliiwmry, drawai !iy a pair of sloi^k, hlmm, long 4 tiilocl horaoi, 
ftinl oondnotod hy a gravo ohl cmimlimiin in jilain blito liviiry. 
T!m» Priiiior of iho ranongato drov«» hinmtdf and his wifaatMait 
Ilifi stroots iiiid Hiihnrlm in a snug inaohino, whioh did not civor- 
hitrtlti!ri Olio poworfnl and sioiwly ooh;«-- whilo tho gay Aiicv 
tioiio«*r, wtiimiHmr ho loft tla* siiitdlti for tho Ikix, tiioiiiitwl a 
hriglil liliio dogsmri, and rattlod down tho Nowdnivfiii roitti with 
two liiglo'iitoiths! stoods pranoiiig famloai lacforo litiin 

Ttif» HlionfT fold with |a*initiar uncd-ion tho fidlowiiigatiwdoti^ 
of thin sjiiirk ! first tiaio ho wonto%’or to plc*k iiponricmh 

t4os at Baris, it liapiannsl that ho mot, in tlio ooiirHi^ of hii 
iriifllokitigSi a mtrfidn tiroihor kaiksoltor of Ediiilnirgh* an urn 
Itko liiiii as oiio man ooidil wall Im to ancdhor — ii griivo, dry 
Broitiyt4»rliiit, rigid in all his tiotioim iw t-lio himkh^ of lik wig, 
Tliii prooiso worthy tiiwiiig iiaoortaiiiocl •foliiBs itddroiii w«it 
III oiili on lititi II dity or two afterwarik, with tlio ttiwi of iiimt 
rirlily illiiiatitaiad iiiiMsal, whioh ho might iiowiWy hi fM to 



maki^ pri/.i^ <»f. tNi niikiiig f»»r ffirinl, ii ^ tie 

iiiforiiii'il liiiii iluit hail Ital fh.it l|#i 

(ktim* wm lit Nt)t i|i»iil»tii4^ llyii n** liaif 

lit^r liiislmiitl tm liia Iriji, ln^ Inn 

rtiHfiwtg t4i iiliti Wii^ iii iir**iir<binf h i«lt 

olit Mr. Sniit.|, ! ** siiiil, rnihm* ifrofnir*! iIp^ rhiri- *is} 

his rtiturn frc»iii tlii« iin.iil<^rii ■ •‘uln .^Ir iLrri* 

wiw litii:i Mw, •Inliii ytiiiilins Imt a |iiiiiitp«l Jiviib"! Jillm* ii|i in 
hiir lml| wi* fi wliwri iiiifiiitli’iii Vrmn^h liiiimrrtt likr iinnrr. nnii 
twii iir ilirw^ wliiHtcnml bhirkgiyi.r»b, lakin* rttllifnni ii‘ 
iiiiVkmii’ks am! ivhip. I riisi imi n' Hip lniii-ii' a.n if | 

liml bniti sliui, Wliiit. jiiiigiiiinil will llm iiii'kni miirlil i'lmii* 
t(i! Tim LartI |iity nn\** Hrniii wm ii .mnani’ rmm^th i’mintir 
ilia gaiiinml nf mivk lavilm.^, btii munainni, iit tlni num nl 
Eigihiiiifumiidim* !i«^ naamml tu rirgiinl tkmn willi iinirli tlm 
ftiMim bilcimiiiiii m ilia iiiaiglity t.rti.4« nf ii iiiiinfeay in tlni 
tltin 

Why dill SiMitl priiit III ititxirig tiri all tiii iiniil iiiiji«riiiiil 
coiicariii witli lliana iliilliiiiiyiia« 7 Ilia mmim tif Itiana jiiigai 
will Imfa all mj iiiiik^riiiln fur imi aiwwar; Ifiil in ilia iiiaiiiiiiintf 
lit it iitiltB U> myi llini lii% wim ilm iiiiint jKiiiitni,, Imig'^^giilfariiig, 
affiiEkimte, and cdmrit-iilili nf iiiiiiikiiiil; ilial in t!iP pmm nf 
both tlii brntliari Im ainiltl nniini, aliar nil, tin ii .ftiiiaariidy, nay, 
a IMmiioiiatily dtwnliMl atlindiitiaitl In liin ; tliiil, wiili 

th# fWMifcnit cif litiiiiiMi iMdiigii, inii* m in till Inii iiiirniitiiiariililii 
powirj iiinl that Iw wlm mi Inf lily imidn llin i«mitiiiigly 

ttiit ilangnrniw mmutits nf fiiittnry, llm liliinilinliiiiifiii. nf 
tliii iciiitlaiwwniiinfi nf prmmm, llin tinlliiwiiniiit nf rpiwdn - - liad 
still his wtmk |iniril, iiiinii wliiaii Iwnnr hiiiiilila ln^umgarif, 
and mm nnwnipiml, liiiiiigh riinit frittilniia iiiiilnriiittiitr, will 
ktmw hnw In dinmt timir ii|ijirc«iidim Ii wii a ffttniiritn wiw 
if hw ciwn, that ihn wim^al nf iiiir rapi ciftini rninrvn lln» iitnriigit 
ikick nf filly in k* all iEjmtidail main miinn intn lliigriiiit alwiir 
ditj, 

f alliiilid to daniii Hall wily tin'i wmdiiii nf lit# fmmmm 
III Einhiitiitd Park, Aminliiig ^ Hs^ntt^a iirigttwl iitfniifinn, 
tlii am^iinl inriim nf JnknUmh mm to haw iiirlinlnil Imn lain#, 
hut hii ti multi Iiitiini wmm grtiw ifinn tiia fiiiirf m t«i iiifiln Ihw 
iiii jKMiiblci I anil ttm Ilmrt nf Mhhliiilliiaii iilmiP t^^rnpird iht* 
ftwr wltiftttii wliiidi aiijamrtal in .limii lilH, innl ir^rn iit tuirn 
niaeiKl hy witd»ismt4iiii in tlta Ummmi fmik nf hii wriliiigi. 
«ady Iwuiiii Bttiarl'i tilnltifii nf thii mititlmiii rutiiiit'n iiiiif 
fauna flit w him I lull itiiiat nti^nniti tmrn Inirnwn iriniirlK 
on thi princdisl td»ira«tori — *«Fw|>lia wtw iti miy 
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i!m' juiiluu’ would wuar hiinmdf uui; it was going ou too long 
in tho. aaiuo. k<\v% J^J^d no .striking noios could fHWHihly Im prt^ 
dui'od. (hi tlin cont-rary, I think tln^ iutcu’oHt is Ht.rongnr lioro 
than in anj of iln^ fonmn* onos — (alwaya oxi’o|iiing iny lirsi- 
lovii Wavorloy) and onu may (Muigratulato you u|h»u fuiving 
cdTtHd.tsl wliat many liavo triiul to do, and nobody yvi HiussualiHl 
in, making iho iH'rfts’tly good (‘haractiu’ tho most int.orost.ing. 
Of lati^ days, tm|.Hndally Biiioo it has bo<m t.lu' faHhimi to write 
litoral iintl oven religious luivols, oni^ might almost say id' ^4omr^ 
of tln^ wise good lunsnnos, what a lively girl ouoo auid of hm* 
\vidlainmiung aunt ~ * Upon iny word sho is miough to nia.ko 
aiiyliiidy wickecl’ And tliough laiauty ami taleniH am lu'iiped 
on tho right side, tho writer, in spiti^ of hiniHidf, is sum to put 
agrimiiidonoss on tho wn*ong; tho pe'rsoti from wlioso errors Im 
tnoaiiH yon should tiik«» warning, runs away witli your soorot jiar- 
tiality in tlm nHsnliim^^ llail this vory story boon rondui*iod 
hy a oommon hand, Kfllo would havi* aiiraotod our ronoorit and 
Hym|»Hlliy tloanio only cudil a[»prohution. Wlioroas floanio, 
witlioni youth, hoauty, gonius, warm paHsionH, or any oilior 
mmil-porfis’tion, is liom onr ohjo<*t from beginning to i*ml. 
Tlnii is “onliHting thii idhmtionH in the eause of virtue* ten 
timoH nmro than «wi*r Utehardson «lid ; for whose male and 
fonuilo podantH, aiboxmdliiig as tln\v are, I nt'vm^ csnild earn 
half MO iiiueli as I fenind niysolf imdinod to do for ileanioboforo 
1 tliiiiiliod tho first vohimo.** 

From iho ohoieo of looiditios, and iho splendid lilir/.oniiig of 
eirouinstaneos that had loft iho stroiigost iinjiroMSttitt 
fill tlio iinniHiry and iiiiagiiiati«*n of iwory iiihiiliitiint, the rpoojo 
tioii Ilf this tale in Etltnhnrgh wm a Sf'oiio of iitt-oiigro«aiiig 
oiiihiistiiaiii, siieli as 1 iiovor witnossod iltoro on the iipormimiioo 
of any other literary novelty, lint the iidiiiiriitioii ana doliglit 
iln^ satiir^ al! over Hootlatal. Never lioforo had ho iidEotl 
iiieli reiilly iiotilo fonturea of the tmiional oliiiriwd..or iis wiiro 
cmnciiibod in tlio |iorson of hi» homely liorciiiin: no art liml iifor 
iteviMfid II liiiiijiier riiiinitig oontriiat tliiiii tliiit of her iiticl lier 
ibter, or iiitorwcifoii n jairtraitnre of lowly atiiyitmrs atid line 
jili» vdrtiioi, wiiti mom griirefnl delitiimtitiiw of |MiliiIioi.l or 
with liottlor ^liiiiltiws of horror, giiilh erittto, rpiiiorso, iiiadiiosii, 
nriil III! the iigotiy of the piwitoim. 




CHAPTER X. 


Hkate!iP« of AbbotefrmI — lllijoiw ami Donm^tlo AfIlIrtIcmK — Tli« llrld® 
of Liimmoniumr—Hio Logondof Mimtroio— I vi«jIuh\ 1H!h-4HI|i. 

Thii 12th of Jtily [ 1818 ] ronkiratl Boott m umial to ih« 
ginjarTi^iun of hm tVooH and ctariumtorH; but bo had 
tofd tltf^ Ilallatdytvi^H, that tho atory wlurdi lio liad fcmiicl ft, 
iiiipoHmblo to iui’ludo in tho r«H*out Horitm nliould bo forthwith 
takon up an iho opotiittg: ontMif a tliird; ainl iuHtnudcnl «lohn 
to ouiVuwi' tlu^ firni favu^urabh' opp<u'tuniiy td‘ oiToring C!on- 
Htablo thc» pu!)lioaiion of thin, on ilu^ fotdinK *d’ HMlbb oopiog 
aKain huauiuK Iho brHt falitiou; but nt>w at baiKth without 
any inori* Mtipulathuis oonni'ctml with tin' *‘(»ld Htook/* 

lkdon< ho Hotilod hituHidf to bin \vinii» tunvovor, ho mado a 
littlo tour tjf tho favouriti* <loHoription with big wifo and tdiil- 
drcui — haltitiK Ibr a IVw liayn at }>niiidanrt|^» tlionoo onmaing 
tho llordor to CbrltHlo anti Rnkfdvy, and roturninif by way of 
Aliiwicdi. Iht iho 17 th AuKUHt» ho wriioH ihtni to »liihii Bid- 
liiniyito frotii Hruiiitanria Thin in hoavouty wa*iiilioi% atnl I 
Ill'll fiiiikitiii' tho iiioHi of it, im I «hall havo a hibori«iiiH iiiittiiiiti 
ladoro 1111'^ I limy aav' of my Imitd iintl lliintira im ttiii fartirir 
of hii iiiaro, whon 'ho indidgial hor with an wEtra ft»d— * 

• Yo kmi thill Miigfflo wimiii ilmip 
Etir iliiit or gliiiiuwrP 

Wo liiivo Biknii our own Imraoa with iw, and I Imf® iiiy l»iiyf 
and rido wltosi I find it roiivoidont,'’ 

Ttio fiilhiiftiig lifllor t4:i Mr. Morritt of llololiy, M.P,, iwtna 
to liiito tMniii iitittiiig tlw tiril hii wroto after liii riditrii : — 

*» AaiioinrosK Uilk AVfff. lM|a, 

"Mr iiKAfi IlnitiiitT, Wn Imfo bwii mmmm t« itiid fro 



ruptacl my |r!ir|Mii4i^ of tolliiig ym Inm mo arrivi’il fiiife ii| 

AblM>t«ft>r«Ii m*itlioiii a «lro|* of niiu, riiiii|ilriiiig n tmir 
of t'liiw wtH'kH ill mmw iitm wtnillirr m irliirli ii-p rutn. 

moiu’f'f! it -'ll iliiiig w'liirh iim'or foil to my lot, hrltrf^, rii|>. 

tiiiii m iiiiliiotoil inUi flip otllro of !\or|irr nf 

liagiUia, t-o till* grout Joy% ! tliirik. <»t‘ all Kiliiiliiirgli. 
finteml II fiirtii (of rlovoii nvn^n^ in r«iii:*iri|iiotii*f^ of tlii.fi 

ativantmitiotiii for yon know it a gmirnil rnlo, tlnil m- iioiiiv%"|f|« 
a Beofciinnii gotii liift uitirt, ho immp-tlvdU^y tunm it 

to Ifiricl. A$ lio linn iilrmwly tnkon nil llio ntlvipr* nf nil ilsu 
mdahim in iiinl iilMiut g«**s*t villngo of I'lnrtiirk. wo ot|n»rl 
to sots hia farm Imik lik«' n imU*r*n tnmk of |*iillrrir», n f4iii|i of 
civory aovmiil ojiiiiiois wliirh li*^ rrroivoil ruanijiy mg iy 
apl)ro{iriaki cHirtior. Ht^ i« truly w-liiit llm Froiirli tmJl mn 
cl#i 

Oiiii of lii« viiiit4iri of BojitoinlM^r wiin Mr. li. <*iiiloIk wfio 
wm now in nil tlio awroto «»f liia iind piirliiifr 

(jonsfciibloj liinl cilworving how^ hiii litml wm liiintwil mnlli 
lioivhnntori, and wliiit a of lionrii lio Miimil iliiily in 

th« ooitimiiy of Itii work^|w*ojilo» ln» oxiin^ioioik iluriiig mio of 
ilitir walkii km wcnitlor that Htmit ^liotihl otor nlilo In wrilo 
booki at M wliik in tlio otiiiiiiry. I kimw,” lin "* ilifti 
you oontrbi to got a tow lioiir^ in yonr tiwn n.iois», iiinl lliiit 
may do for tlio morn j»iiowork ; init wdioii in it tliiil ymi 
think Oh/’ mid Hroit, ** t lio ovor tliiiign for 

Ml hour or io ludorii 1 gt4 ni'i-— itinl thorn*# llio liiiio I mn 
droiiing to ovorlinul iriy tiii!f*#lm^j»itig, liiilf’-wiiliiiig. pmpi tto 
d^apiire^mul wlimi I p4 iltn lunutr t*i4oro tiio^ it riiiiiiniiiitj 
rniii off protty oiiaily. Itoaidi*#, I ofton tnko ti do«o in itio 

i dfuitatimia, and wliilo Tout miirka tml ii ilyko or ii itriiiti, n# 1 
lavo dirwtod, fiwioy may ti# rtintiiiig ito iiiii riggi in mnmm 
otlmr world/’ 

It^ww in thii nioiiiii follnwiiig tliiil I finl mw Itikilafiirii 
liifikal iiiy frioinl Wiliaiii (iiiiw Fmtoiior rif 11 ora! 
Fhiloiophy at ftltnlnirgh) imd itiymdf In ti«il liiiit fur ii iliiy 
or two on owr rolnrtt from an aaomrainii In Hr, WIkiit/g l»«iiti'= 
fill Tilkoii Wiitdonttow, hut nanndi tJiw j»rliotilar ik% illi4oto’r 

8th) oa wliitdi it would ini mmil mnwmmtl tm liiiti It# rtwitt* 

mil mA wi climofirod on otir arrital, lliat li« ti^l llxittl it fwtii 
a^good-mtawl iitotiw* Wn toiimi litiii walking iil iifi ftuti 
iliitomoi froin fclta hiiiiw^i with fiv« nr ii* |#*«|4»s iiiifl 

hii friittdi Lord Molfilln muI. Adam Wmmmmm* flstitig pm 
stated ms to th« irst I^irdl of Adfiii»lly« io toll m 


little and said “ I am glad yon came to-day, for I thought it 
inight be of use to you both, some time or other, to be known 
to mj old school-fellow here, who is, and I hope will long con- 
tinue to be, the great giver of good things in the Parliament 
ITouse. I trust you have had enough of certain pranks with 
your friend Ebony, and if so. Lord Melville will have too 
much sense to remember them.”^ We then walked round a 
plantation called the Thicket, and came back to the house by 
a formidable work which he was constructing for the defence 
of his haugh against the wintry violences of the Tweed ; and 
he discoursed for some time with keen interest upon the 
comparative merits of different methods of embankment, but 
stopped now and then to give us the advantage of any point 
of view in which his new building on the eminence above 
■pleased his eye. It had a fantastic appearance — being but a 
fragment of the existing edifice — and not at all harmonising 
in its outline with the original tenement to the eastward. 
Scott, however, expatiated con amove on the rapidity with 
which, being chiefly of darkish granite, it was assuming a 
^Hime-honoured aspect. Fergusson, with a grave and re- 
spectful look observed, ^^Yes, it really has much the air of 
some old fastness hard by the river Jordan.^’ This allusion 
to a so-called Chaldee MS., in the manufacture of which Fer- 
gusson fancied Wilson and myself to have had a share, gave 
rise to a burst of laughter among Scott’s merry young folks, 
while he himself drew in his nether lip and rebuked the Cap- 
tain with Toots, Adam ! Toots, Adam ! ” He then returned 
to his embankment, and described how a former one had been 
entirely swept away in one night’s flood. But the Captain 
was ready with another verse of the Oriental MS., and groaned 
out by way of echo — Yerily my fine gold hath perished ! ” ^ 
Whereupon the Great Magician” elevated his huge oaken 
staff as if to lay it on the waggish soldier’s back — but flour- 
ished it gaily over his own head, and laughed louder than 
the youngest of the company. As we walked and talked, the _ 
Pepper and Mustard terriers kept snuffing about among thee 
bushes and heather near us, and started every five minutes 
hare, which scudded away before them and the ponderous.*, 
stag-hound Maida — the Sheriff and all his tail hollo wing^dz: 

1 Ebony was Mr. Blackwood’s own usual designation in the yeux Tespri^ 
of his young Magazine, in many of which the persons thus addresseCb^,^^ 
Scott were conjoint culprits. They both were then, as may be ini gcre dg 
sweeping the boards of the I^arliament House as “ briefless barrister^’ — 

2 See Blackwood for October 1817. Z__ 


0li0®riiig ifi tln^ r«iii 

harm i<> i^mv pitHH lluiii i .if, Hin 

fi'ldt, wliti j»ui%Hiim! ilit» vmn vhmv iiifit fli»^ inf. 

At Iminih wi^ ilsmw imur and ^ 

hiiiimdf, lyiil hi^ I»rt»lhi»r4ii4aii larrthMi'^ 
Ihirdtm miiii^riiil*ni«liiiic, pirn iii iiitmlij, *.r 

liil»<)iirer.ii htwy in laving ilowii tin* inrl a 
**' I li 4 i¥« pliyiliHl liolllt^ii till riiiiiitl it» y«»ii ^aid S 
liiitl iiiit an arlMiiir «iii ilm nglil ii.iiitl finli* fur tlm | 
hi^rt 1 inimii in hiivn a giisiin at I«*wIh atim- 
ill thin Wiaitlii^r fnr I Ink** thai tn liiii'i* 4 iipM 

nur nhl riV fit* tin.’* fliil I iitnal 

tlin rniiaciii lin guvn itm miiiin tiiiin iiCfnniMrtN l’*»r lia 
on that ntHii fi»r Itii* iMiwling^gri'mi. ** In Irtilfi/’ lin I 
** I winliwi in hav«* n mmmiU wiilk iiimI ii naiiiiy m%%i I 
within nar-nliiii of iVinr^a n¥iniiii,|f 11i» 

wim a ilnvtiiii Prtmliyinriiiii, iiinl iiuiiiy a liiiin liiivn 
yniira acaaiiiiiiiiiikil ini liia ni*riiiii|| alrwll* 
cii|ml ohjwit wai in niijoy, froiti tJin iMiwliiig^rgrpnii, |, 
ing tiitihalj of tlhi gtaii fiiiiillf«wiirilii|i™ 

liitn m iiiatily mmm Iml liio liiiiiililo oln 

tiiafc Imutlful ifciiiimtif lluriii*a Hiiliiriliiy Miglit: — 

eliani ili^lr aiiltii i« •liiipifi pili« i 
Inn# tli«ir tw^ariji* lif tm Hi# iittlil«ii ai»/* i« 

It wa» iiirnr tlio tliniiordioiir la^ftiro wo I 

prnsontlyj miw aanniiililoti a Ifiri^w n«itii|iiitiy lliiiit 
fiavn fiinoiocl to IwMit all oiiiiifnilililo with tlm imi-ntii 
iiUHlaiionii of tlio jilnoo; litil il liirtiwiiitit titiil Atlii-s-* i 
iwnl tlw frioiidi whom I liiwti iitil m yot 
find c|uiiriorii tdaowhoro for lint iiliftii. ilia ytniiigii 
(lapmn dotiii Fiirgui»oit of Itici Eoyal Mmj lit tmn 
toiiiiotof Ltml Mol»oii-i)i liail iioiiiii cifo? froiii lliiiil 
thorn wor© proiimt aliO, Mr. of fislt, wltoio m 
within iMi i%m¥ tliitan«i| Elr Hotiry itay l|irdiPu:pt 
owton^ an <ikl 'Imnomil, wllli piy, livolft iiiid 
.niiiiiiiiw, rpktnd in tho mm tlogrro oi |«itii itali 
^Slwwiffi Sir Aliimdor Ihiiii lint iiit»nili«r for Itotli 
;wtoso ©lofatifc iooial fmalitiim liavo ii: 

iiigtthaptir} «id I>r. ioott of lliwilw\it mmhmt ami i 
wli0| IjAfiilf II ftirlttiio ill tlio I 

€owpwy% liM littlM willtiii iwt 

of 4bliohifor4 Uwittgli iio longtr 


fftgBicmi liad kindly inii|i!nyiMl all t.lu^ n^Hciun*4iH cd his wkill in 
tha niulnavcmr in tunmUn-iwi hin naighlHHtr*H rnaani liability to 
iitiiu*k« cif (’miiip. Our hunt and tun^ cn* twn nt.hars ap|:H)iirtid, 
an wiiH in ihiwa dityn a cMuninon fushion with (uniniry gantki- 
niiui, in thn linutnniinn^y unifonn o( thair <‘aunty. How fcnirtenn 
nr tiftnnn jinn|»lii enntrivtHl to huHnaind iti thn than dinitig-rncun 
cd‘ Abbi^tHfnrd I know iud»“ ftn’ it m‘anH.Hl <|uitt^ fidi atnuigli 

whan it n«int4iin«d nnly night nr tan; but hi> it wuh-- -imv, an 

Hir Hurry llandirngaPH fat vaint, warntid by buunt^ n.ipnrinnc*f% 
<lid lint jiitn ihn train of attandantB, wiui ilinrtt any nnrnnptibin 
diflitndty in tlni dntAil of th« arrangtimania. Kviuy thing about 
tlin dinnar wiw,| m tha phraaa runHi in nxnnllnnt Htyln; and in 
jiiirticnlar tlia fmtwm t\ Ai Aity AterrUem^ annniinnod m an at» 
tempt to imitato a davina of tlin Duke of Butadancldi ntilnbriitod 
CMK)k~by mime Monainim Flornnna — HewmcHli to tlnma at Iniiit 
who wore battler an(|uainted with tlm Kaim nf Dtuaudatigh than 
witli tln^ eniHinB nf Btjwhilld a vary laudabla Hpnnimnn nf thi 
art. T!in niuun|»aiKU (urnulatml tiiiably — and I inwnr wiw 
pranniit at a gaynr dinnnr. It laid a<lvunnnd a littln bnyntid thu 
Houp wltnn it rni’iuvi'd an iwwoinpanininnt whi(‘h wntihi ma, pur* 
liiipH, havn ini|»rnvnd thi^ HatiHfm’tuuk (»f mmUinm gunniH, had 
any wtinh bnnn prnHnnt. A tall and nialwari bag|»ipm% in nnm- 
pliito Highhunl ncmtunus appnart'd paning tn atid frf» nii thn 
giwn iMdiirn thn hnum\ and thn windnw bning t»pinn it Hnnnind 
fin if lin might tm wnll havn tinnn Hiraining Iub lungw within thn 
piirlonr. At a pamm of Ida H*.rtniuouH pnrformannn, Hnolt kwik 
wnfiaioii to nxplain, that Jtiha of Nh/n wtwi a r«MUit imr|uiiiition 
to thn rwing hainint nf AblMitatown; that thn man wm ii napi- 
tml lindgnr ami diiidmr, and <aily figurnd with thii pi{Mi wid 
|iliiliibng on high «H»«uiaiorm in *\w aft4ir niui cjf thn day ; “ but 
iiidonil/* lin iidiind, langliing, ** 1 fnar flohii will noon dianov* 
nritig tliat thci hook iiml ittaiPK^k arn uiifavouriililn to liii 
nltantnr liatiil/* WIinn thn ninth wim drawn, and thn mivfir- 
faitiiig nalvnr of qmtifm introdnniid, «loliii Brnnn, u|M)ii aotiiii 
wnlbhmiwii mgtial, nninriHl thn rmaii, but without 

rniiitiving lit« boiinni, itial taking hia station bnliind thn liind- 
loril, rnntivnd from Ida Itiwid thn largnat of tliii Ckdtin liinkori 
britiifiil of cHfUilivni Hifi imui imlntod llm muiipiitiy In hii 
own diiilnnl, Itppnd off thn noutonta {prolifil.ily ii i|iiiirt.4*r of an 
Eiigliali pint of ra%f miniivitfid at a gnlp, wttnnlnd idMiiit m sol- 
nitiiily iiH If thf^ wlitilo nnrniiiony hiwi lamii a tiioviniintil on pariMiti, 

* I ttialnritniitl thtit thl« now cnlnlimmil iottp wm by 

W* Plo»iiiai on HniitP# irit fkit In llowlilll after tlii ptiMtoMtin of CiMf 



and forilnviil'i rwumminiwl hin inliri^dii rind 
camtiiiuwl iiriii! Umg iln^ iiidn.i liad Irfi tlin i 

tlie liiitiiinnal iiimm mm Mtmmmg iii In 

to dim tlia raiullpi^. 

I Iwal iiavpr k'fiira nmm Htmtt in Biirti l»ii«nM!ii t,|,i 
ilmwad thin immirig — iimt I tmvt^r mim- Iniii isi lug! 

wiirdi; ami no womlar* fi>r tisin %%'m tlw^ 
liorcl Midfillt% and Adam diiilv 

Higli Wmilof Kdinliiirgln md m imiiii pn* 

of thiicmrly vciliininar |airi<Mh Inal mo'o ilii^ r**isii4 
of what 1 may aall tha mmom |mii nf Jiny «4 thrir In 
grtmi I'Hjat and novidiat witn riwivsng llimti iiii4rr hni 
wlum lua famn waa at tin ttemi*, ainl liin tuftnm* 
nating to iilMmt a rommiminliiig Imiglit * iiml tint 
utommmof hia Inhirity iiiighi liiivi* nitlinii 

tlia ijdiiciti of a (*ynio. <Hil nUmon «f Ik^ Fiirtlji miti 
mtmtmfi mm rtdiovial iiy »lcrtolit*« of roiil wiirliiro 
nonii blit Fiirgtiaaoii (or Oliarloa lliillit^wn, liiiil In^ li 
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for the occasion. Mr. Bruce took Ms station, and old and 
young danced reels to his melodious accompaniment until they 
were weary, while Scott and the Dominie looked on with glad- 
some faces, and beat time now and then, the one with Ms staff, 
the other with his wooden leg. A tray with mulled wine and 
whisky punch was then introduced, and Lord Melyille pro- 
posed a bumper, with all the honours, to the Hoof-tree. Captain 
Fergusson having sung Johnnie Cope, called on the young 
ladies for Kenmure’s on and avm’ ; and our host then insisted 
that the whole party should join, standing in a circle hand-in- 
hand more majorum, in the hearty chorus of 

“ Weel may we a’ be, 

III may we never see, 

God bless the king and the gude companiel ’* 

— which being duly performed, all dispersed. Such was the 
handsel — (for Scott protested against its being considered as 
the househeating) — of the new Abbotsford. 

Awakening between six and seven next morning, I heard 
the Sheriff's voice close to me, and looking out of the little 
latticed window of the then detached cottage called the Chapel, 
saw him and Tom Purdie pacing together on the green be- 
fore the door, in earnest deliberation over what seemed to 
be a rude daub of a drawing ; and every time they approached 
my end of their parade, I was sure to catch the words Blue 
Bank. It turned out in the course of the day, that a field of 
clay near Toftfield went by this name, and that the draining 
of it was one of the chief operations then in hand. My friend 
Wilson, meanwhile, who lodged also in the chapel, tapped 
also at the door, and asked me to rise and take a walk with 
him by the river, for he had some angling project in his head. 
He went out and joined in the consultation about the Blue 
Bank, while I was dressing ; presently Scott hailed me at the 
casement, and said he had observed a volume of a new edition 
of Goethe on my table — would I lend it him for a little ? He 
carried off the volume accordingly, and retreated with it to his 
den. It contained the Faust, and I believe in a more complete 
shape than he had before seen that masterpiece of his old fa- 
vourite. When we met at breakfast, a couple of hours after, 
he was full of the poem — dwelt with enthusiasm on the airy 
beauty of its lyrics, the terrible pathos of the scene before the 
Mater Dolorosa, and the deep skill shewn in the various subtle 
shadings of character between Mephistopheles and poor Marga- 
ret. He remarked, however, of the Introduction (which I suspect 



will lit*W liillilt iliitt IiIimnI f* 

liriiwi im In’ wiiji, tiiw^tisa m'lm i4 1 irriiijiii, .hpI li-.it i 
II Cii'riiiiiii wmilil i^vnr Itiivn |ir«%oki‘4 *i 
ImiiiIc nf tltih, *♦ thn ^riiii«ln#t |wi«*iti ili.it «‘'#r'r %:i;? 
iwiiinil* thal III' lilt' riiil »4 L,i^l 

♦w from dim|iair l«> iiiatrli ftp vh^htmt i 

MiirkiWf’i Ikifior MmMuM, ^Ir, \ltl%*si 
tliat €t'il«ri«l^' wii^ I'tiHiiHi'il m% ii *4 Ikr* I 

lici|iiiit li wi,** »iiitl ** rtilrrnlgp iti*i4** ^linlli i 

stoti far tim'r iliiyt liP ftwsip.1 it, niitl iir nill ii«« h% 

tiiiiM liiia 111! tliP ri'miiiivp^ Ilf IIS .^Ilk'll |*ri#! 

lip miiniii iiiiiiyiijp tliPiii m l«i krmg oi»f ;ii 

liin awn f*ii 14 liirgp mH%y iit all wnitliv a|‘ Inii it* 
in likn ii liiitip of wsiiJ rirli iiallt gii#i» iiliirli lirsi 
iim4f in |itiffii iinil g!p|iiis«. iiiilnjin hihiip tiliriniil kt»f 
it into II imat4r<»ri Ikix, iiii«l piiitijit*l tlm raiii 
do itmdf Jiiitina 11 in fiiiiny iiml iliPlioii liii%’i 

plaanil liiiii sImivo nil tm tnmlmnimwrnnmt Ii<mI llipy f 
Ihn iiiriM!ttoii of a ioiiinl Jiiflifiiioitl lunl ii nlJ'ioly wil 
now oi|wt a fnml origitiiil |nit*iii from l‘'cilofiilgf% tnr 
©ftiily miikn a »orl of faitio for lit nmol f iin ii |i«a'tipiil 
Miat wmiltl bii 9h tliliiif Poii4|ilotoly liitiinm iiitil mii amt 

Wlilk tlili orilkliiii iiroomfilwl* fkmU wan onttiiii 
hit brown kmf anti a {ilato of lci|i|mrotl miIiiioii* 
wblcili itrongly riimliiilial ttio nf ilainliw 
at Miimp*n liiil! ; nor wm liii tioriiittii loido ill iil 
dominant mm. ffii tJoi miiitimry, iJm aoiiloiiooi w, 
dwiilt on my rtiimiory drop! froitt Ittiti iiiiw muI tli 
IMiiiiOi, is it woro, of tiis iiiiiiti tolk i -- for lliotigli 
not liiilp romirriiig, inmr aiiti mniiii to Itio siilijoot, 
ha?« liNi^on c|nito out of liis way to iiti^o iiiy liiofii 
thii tdtiof tlioino of liis iaiiifori»tiiiin wlioti tliprs' 
jmrson iiroioiil who wim iiol likolf 'to fwd iniiidi 
In its aismtislon. — How oftoii tiavo 1 liranl liiw 
8ii(di oooiwions, Mr, ¥olliitii*i mitliiii to itui Imtli^f in 
oxoilkiit plaj of Tim fiiir emlmmf 

incltwl a twofold |ii»otii^ti— biti lit mils mmd iriwii 

wfort br^fait mm mm tlw^ iiriifpii 

oontonte wnro m aurntrotw^ Itial I^ird 
wlmt tlacitlfiii wa« im Ii«i4l~iiiil iitnliUtif iliai il 
M iomi mfw p^oiil» foasoii for ^iirfi a duml i 
He atiiworod tiiat il mm ttnmli tim mnm ^ 
tdd©d| m out lii« limkr ffioti«|ji . 


liiiiN iiiicl ilitnigli imd Vmkm ^ 

rmkdy to niri4.iilt ili«’ imini i»f jirivili^gi? in iiiy f*i¥«*iir» I iiiii 
iw¥t3rtlinlimi4 a fair c*oiiiribiii<ir in ilm ri*vi»iiiif% ftir I lltifik 
itij hill t*fir liittnri mnuvn iinihn* L l/*it iiiifl m 

ill limy ii finrlVri rmiiiitinii," tli^ tfiini 

tnlil wifcli Ittgli iimfriiiittiit a lluit lisnl !afi*ly 

liiiii. ** Clim tiiiiriiitig Iwt wjiriiig,” Im fuiiil, ** I a liintp 

liiliiji cif 11 wiilitiiii liMikiiig tmw it wu’i iittslrr:.:iril, 

imvnr itijiilitiiig ihiit it liail tmvnllnd umii’r lumw 
frank like the Fir«t 1.4>rtl iif the Asliiiiralt y’i4, tthrti, h* iiint 
lielicilili tlitt eetilimlii priivwl t4i Im ii 118. jitiiy» hv a ynaag Inly 
Ilf Ntiw' Yorki whti kiriilly r«H|tie«iiitl trie hi rmtil iiml rerreri. It, 
et'iiiiii it witli iimlcigiie iiiitl e|iiltigtifH prirtiri* fur ti ii hivtnirultle 

friiitt the iryiiiiigerfif Drury lame, iiinl iiifike Miirriiy nr 
Cjoiiitiilile hliwnl liimilwniiely fur tlic^ eiifiy right; im4 mi iiwinn^h 
ilig the Clever, I fmmd that I hinl Inlets ehnrgeil five funiiplii 
citlil for the {KiHiiige, TlttH waa hiul eiicninti, liiil ihere ivw 
lie hi^l|y mi I greiiiH'fi anil Muhiiiitii^fl. A fert night er mi rifler, 
anet-hm* |»imkc4-, ef tea.- hmn fernmiahle hulk, iirriveil, iiini I wm 
almeni eiieugli t.e break ii4 aeal toe withent eximimatinii, 1 * 1111 - 
eeive my lierrer wlnm eiit jeiiij»e4 the r»a!iit» iileiitif'a! tniginty 
ef The C-hm‘ekee Levera, with 11 m^eeiiti freiii the iiullier- 

©»«, Htiiling ihai, iw the wimlii had hi'en !nti:Miereii«, nhe feared 
tlici veMid iuIrtL^md with her feriner enmmiiniralieii itiiglii 
Itnvii ffiimderial, imd tlierefere judged ii jiriidetii te ferinird 
a diridii^ate.*’ 

Hiiiiit mid he liuiii retire te iiiwwer litu letters, litil Itiiii the 
scMdiible imd Ihi^ mmkm weiihl la^ iii the tliinr l.iy niiii fi*idriek.| 
wlieii lie |irii|iiifieil in ideni^ Melrene imd Hryliiirgli In laiily 
Melville mid iitiv ef iliti real ef the |iiirt:y lliiit etiene l«i imeiiiie 
fiiiiiy ilimii ; lidding thiii hia nmi Walter wtnild lend itfiyb*fly 
wlie ereferred 11 giiii te the likelieiil. j»lie*e for a lilirk rw'ki 
ami tliiit Dliiirlie Ihirdie tTein*^ hreiherl wetild alleiid tin Mr, 
Wilmiti, iiiid wtieever ebe idiete te try ti eiiat ef tim milnieti rtiiL 
lie wiihitrew when all itiin wm itfraiigeil, and a|t|»eiireii iti I lie 
iitiie itjt|»«iiiiteil, willi |ierttii|m 11 tlmmi letlem w^aletl for ilie 
iitint, iilitl II, etiaeli jiiireel addrei^ed hi tliitiieti iliilliiiityiiP, wliirlt 
Ite drefit ill flip tiirii|iike*giit.e m we clnife In Mel rime 8«*eiiig 
It ph*kt»d ii}» by 11 dirty tirtddti, iiiid earried iiilti 11 
liiiiiMe, where liiithiHhweii itmidew^rijit wjiyfarerM w^eri* 'iiiiiifeifilf 
unit liiifiliiig, I ettitld iinl hut wmtder tliiii il liad tioi hren llie 

eirelieiit. frieiitl 8ir llmtiiw l^reelitig wivi »f litu 

Fmt4 lairii fer » ieiig Merle* ef ymmi Mr* mm Umwun ti %lm 

Ailftiiraltf frmit IW# I# W3f , 



of w»mt* tnn' nf tlmm pjirkriA to toll stilo 

\inHrru|nili>iiH uii«l b'lriiy tlia griiii4 uriirl lliii ii.|| 

iiioniiiiiJ wa liiiil mmt two ilriiiin ii|» ;if lii;« j" 

aiid tJiiM‘titiiiiMii'«t.tr trii-vollar^, lioriiimgly ili-roiit ti44t“*»»inrii oitil 

ilioir fiiiiiilian, wliii iiiiwi liiivo Unm iii 4 tii.iiiii* 1 11. >11^1 

of Mri. (liljiiri* Ititioilllill iiImhiI to raitrlt 11 |.:lltii|iw «♦! Inin 4I 
liis gciiiig fortli. litit li wii^ m iliirir 4 *ii .« f** 

iMstWIMlIl MolroUP IWlii .AIitMit44for»l Witlioill 1 iiiff »iii|iikiiif|i| 

figuro* wiill ll ovolrlill^’ «*i| 4 |.ri 4 * 4i 

tlioilroiit lllikiiiowii ; iiiiti si iiiliwt Im^ itllows^l lluil of llimo 

podoitriittw m if itioy siiiglii loii'p iIihioiIiI il irif 

oiintiiiiljli* til tiiiiko l»y li««»k or liy .1 rlioptrT 

of tho Tiilon «if iiiy LiitnHortl. 

Booit «liowi«l tin ilia riiism tif Molr«w iii 4i4..jiii » iiiwl iia itp 
pr(M*4mlo{| to l^ryltiirgis, tlotioiiiilo«l mol .tiigiiPi«ti»|y 

on tlso gcaitl olfwln wlliotl tHHUl hil¥i» lllli’lltlril lIlP Prfv|.|«ll tif 
ill iiiiiiij grout sticiiiiwiso oiliiltlinliiiiotitu in ii *l$«lrirl .fiti |w’iil- 
iarly iixjiomisl tii lliii iitnuMlii of itwi Ksiglwti in Ilia 4iiyi nf tlw 
Ikmlor wars* “Tliov now iwi*l tinni tin umil, ** m 

thiir MiMMil to lliii fionr limm wiiiioitii ; tnil fur t*iiro tliiil llipy 
itifftimli liny liiy |»riiji^rty iititiliirly iilttttipil ls*if o twii Anr* 

nfici a flo»iti lliiittii* Tlw Imkl loiltlollit itii*l lliiwitnlii* 

that ootilti git iMy alwolstlimi iil Ymk m tHsrliiiiii fur itiiy nrili-- 
nary hroaoli of 11 imoo with tlw Bmiii* wiinlil liiiro liml io iirm 
tt fmum had tlioy roiifpaiii*il tilsintloriiig fniiii tlia fut lir«tlt- 
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were on the verge of republicanism, in state as well as kirk, 
and I bave sometimes thought it was only the accession of 
King Jamie to the throne of England that could have given 
monarchy a chance of prolonging its existence here.^^ One of 
his friends asked what he supposed might have been the annual 
revenue of the abbey of Melrose in its best day. He answered, 
that he suspected, if all the sources of their income were now 
in clever hands, the produce could hardly be under L.100,000 
a-year : and added — “ Making every allowance for modern 
improvements, there can be no question that the sixty brothers 
of Melrose divided a princely rental. The superiors were of- 
ten men of very high birth, and the great majority of the rest 
were younger brothers of gentlemen^s families. I fancy they 
may have been, on the whole, pretty near akin to your Fellows 
of All Souls — who, according to their statute, must be be^ie 
natiy bene vestiti, et Tnediocriter docti. They had a good house 
in Edinburgh, where, no doubt, my lord abbot and his chap- 
lains maintained a hospitable table during the sittings of Par- 
liament.’^ Some one regretted that we had no lively picture 
of the enormous revolution in manners that must have followed 
the downfall of the ancient Church of Scotland. He observed 
that there were, he fancied, materials enough for constructing 
such a one, but that they were mostly scattered in records — 
of which,” said he, who knows anything to the purpose 
except Tom Thomson and John Kiddell? It is common to 
laugh at such researches, but they pay the good brains that 
meddle with them ; — and had Thomson been as diligent in 
setting down his discoveries as he has been in making them, 
he might, long before this time of day, have placed himself on a 
level with Pucange or Camden. The change in the country- 
side,” he continued, must indeed have been terrific ; but it 
does not seem to have been felt very severely by a certain 
Boniface of St. Andrews, for when somebody asked him, on 
the subsidence of the storm, what he thought of all that had 
occurred, — ^ Why,’ answered mine host, ‘ it comes to this, that 
the moderat^tor sits in my meikle chair, where the dean sat 
before, and in place of calling for the third stoup of Bordeaux, 
bids Jenny bring ben anither bowl of toddy.’ ” 

At Dryburgh Scott pointed out to us the sepulchral aisle of 
his Haliburton ancestors, and said he hoped, in God’s appointed 
time, to lay his bones among their dust. The spot was, even 
then, a sufficiently interesting and impressive one ; bnt I shall 
not say more of it at present. 

On returning to Abbotsford, we found Mrs. Scott and her 
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ftiiipli^ uf tMiiriHl.H w Im* Ii.mI airfn*'4 tu^w j’h ,, 

i4i‘i tiiil for Tliry wr-t* i:»h ^ 

yinmg iii«^ii, bolli ut' llii’iii rigg^^4 **'4i isi !*♦ a j4*> 4i 
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briHiglii of iiitroiiiirluiii in lir»r lririlt*iii».|, 

lli*i*ordili||iy f‘* l^^rUikp t»f lir^r Illlirlir^'Oli, II1 
wiUkiiig iilwHit till* lioiiiii’ mill itroiiiplii ii'iili ln»r ii..ii« 
tarn nvt^r utiit'i* ihiit iiii*I iil- ilir^ |iprr 


lyreinly fiiirly t;»iiriilti^il mt iiin tmimu I4ir I 

ht^ kill wiii tmuimi lliiil lii;fi wifi* tii 
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ffir Niit’li an intriiiliu’iitiii iih wcnih! intstirn liiti liciBjnt4iUt^^*^ 
Hi ill tin mm licit i|uit.n pl«»amMl with what |yi.il Iiii}i|>int«Ml — 
m wt» wt*r« iiliiiiit ici {niHa, half an Imur iifiicrwards, frniii tlicj 
dmwing-rcmiii ici tlin diniiiii-rtHiiia hn miiil to hi» wift% “ lliiitg 
the Yiiltcinii^ C’liarlotte — hut we Hhuiihl have lad tlieiii stay 
ilinnerd* ** Devil ii laid* <|ut»th CdajUain Jehu FergtiHmui, who 
hull iigaiii ettnie over frcun Hunt-ley Hum, and had heen latterly 
aHsiatiiig ilie* linly in ainuHe her AinerirauH ** Devil a hit, my 
dear, — they were c|uito in a iniHtakiN I c•ull!d hw. The one 
iwked Miwliinie whetlier alie dingited tci eiill hiu’ ntnv hniiHe Yul- 
iy vecdiiii tir 'rillietudletii ; and the otheri when Middii liii|>jieiied 
to lay hill nonrc ngiduHt the witulnw, excdaimiHt In 

iliorl, tlitiy e¥id.cinily meant all the hninhug nut for yciit, hut for 
tlm cnilprtt of Wiiverley, and tlm real of that tlmro ruhhiiln” 
Well, wtdl, Hkipperi**'waH ilie reply, — ** for iF that, the Imms 
would him beeti luiue the waur td their kail.*^ 

From thin hauler it may he inferrcnt that the youngm* Fer- 
gUHHcm Imd not aa yit- been tcdd the \Vavi‘rley «ei‘ret — whieli to 
aiiv <*f that heUHe t‘nuh! never have* lM*eu any mystery, Prob- 
ably this, or some Hiiuilar oeeaHion soon afterwards, teil to his 
formal initiation; for ilurinu the nnuiy Htd»HtM|ueiit years tliat 
the veil was kept on, f nsed to admire the tuc-t witli whiidi, 
when in their ticfuiumt tdgh jinks humour, hotli “Daptain thdm ” 
and **The Auld <!aptidtr' escdiewed any tlie most distant allu- 
sion to the affair. 

And, this reminds mis that at the piniiwl of whieh I am writ- 
ing, none of Hroit*s own familv, t*iteept of eourse hb wdfe, hial 
tli«» itdviiniiige i ri t-hiii matter of the ski piau*. Home of them, too, 
Wiu*ii iijii, like him, so long as no regular tainfldenee had iateii 
reposecl ill ilitmi, to avail tiieiuHelvesof the autJiorb reserve for 
thinr own sjcort liiiiong friends. Thus, one morning, just iis Heott 
wiii opening t-he dcwir of ilte parlour, the ri'st of tlie party bang 
iilreinly seiitod iit the break iast4>iddi% the I>ominit^ was in the 
met of tiidping himself to an I'gg, marked with a peeuliiir liiero- 
glfplite by Mri. Thoniiis Ihtrtlie, ujiciii whieh Anne Heott, then 
ti lively riktliiig girl of sixtom, lis|aal out, ‘^ThaPs a mysfyeri- 
tilts haikiiig egg, Mr. Tliomsou™ whiit if it should liavt^ b»en 
iiieiitil for ihti Cimil (Irikmmm f-- Ere the Dominie eoiild re- 
ply, her fiitlier iidvaiieed to the foot of the table, aiuHiaving 
sniited liiiiiself iiiid. depositisl his sth^.k on the c^arpfd b'sidi^ him, 
with II iort of wlii»jMn*ed whistle, ** Whiitb that Diidy Aniieb' 
snyiiig?*^ C|iitit.li lie; “ I iliougltt tliat it had Iween well known 

* Wliiin filtf Itig III elillilliCMxl wim tli« ycittrig liiilies of the lltieeliiaeh 

faiailf , ilia liw laniti oftrliiiwl mylng m Iter n«ii#i»ke l^ady Aima i^tl. 



that till* Mavinetl liiisut !m* ii m4i tmr^ Im flu 

Atui mi lir^ took ilia iiii«l all itiiilinl in ii 

Aiuin HiiitI gailv, in thn itmlfil of lirr *• r|#tii 

piipii, I tliiHiglit Mr. Juliii lliillaiit¥iin iiiiglil Imi%‘ 
piH^iiHl*^ Tliiii ulory iii l»r*iiig 

iia tini r«»|irtnwiii4ili%'n nf «frilrili»ili 

prcMliiriHl ii limgh — lit %%'liirfi flip Hfit^rifl friiii-iii*ti - 
fllUglllMi tCKK 

I rt^iipmter imtliiiig j»jirtiriiliir iiImhiI «iiir wmiiii 
ii«r, ai«!Ppt tliiit it ivii^ timii I lirBi tnnl my lirnr liin 
fritnid Williiwn LaiiUiiw. in-'riiing |iiii4.pri| ri 

cpiintly tiuui I lit* pr«*i’niliii|f i.»f t liiy iiii 

rum \vu luul u mtrvmBum uf niil liiiJliiiifi ; 

harp mul guitar !»y thu yiuiiig lailirs nf llii’ ; 

wluui tlu^y fUauiUHl to ham iltiiin riiniigli^ fntiiiil iii 
for taking I'iown ii vohiiiiti nf niiil rriiti iw 

favoiirit4^ talis — 

“ Eimitwl, iClitilwa|*« ulrv, 

Wm ill tmi hlgla wi4 hmmmi »lx inrliitg lilgliwr*** 

But jollity riiviml in full ^ogtuir llio .,itii|niifr4- 
titKluaad, and to mp alt iiiorriiiiinil» Ailiiiii 
m witli tlni idt-M t{f (kwk^mm. lainl mitl laitiv M« 
to riturn to Miilvilhi iwmt itiririiiiig, ami Mr. ^ 

1 ImppitMiil to liiaiitloii lliiil w# wt*ro oiigilgrtl In iliir 
at tlio iimt of ttiy frmtiil ami ndiilioii Mr. Briiiglo « 
ke, on our way to Kilinliiirgti., Hiaiti imiiiotliulidy « 
would solid word in ilm itioriiiiig tollio laiirtl, tliiit I 
gtisson iTioiyit t4> aiaioni|ii«iy itii — siioli knitg tlio « 
oiw styk in wlikdi oniinlry imiglitaitiin iii Brntliiiul 
othor, Nimt day I ataamlittgly* mai all rtalf* ovrr I 
the TtmimmUm^* of tlie Ijty of tlio f#i»l Mi 

timt not idio¥ii tim or m% tiiilos fnuii khlmUt^ml - 
hares as we proca^dtMl, liiii iiwpoliiig tin* 

Ouimil to the iiikrrtipticui tif otir ll*o hi 

ioyoui eviiiitig at TorwisHlIia^, Be«ll ntnl Ff»rgtw#m 
iiaine at Highland the iiitiriiiiig aft#?, m Wilton imil 
for Edinburgh, our kind iiltl tttmh lik siitoi *lili mm^ i 
ter, wmifkid «thi Blieriff luiil llti* rafitiint 
too ttiueh for any eoni|miiy.^^ 

Towards the end of tliis year Broil fpnii 

« Well, I do wlilt, I Wi» Anil# -ii Ii mmk i 
Mi* ; ” ditn^orth ili# mm roaiiiottly In ih# ft 

Wftlid tide. 



iiitnillt ilia ftirmiil iinitrmncnnuinit of ilici Priiiati liegeiifs tlaiiira 
(witirli liiwt tiaaii priviiialy aciiiumtuiimtad noma iticiiiihg imrlit^r 
ilirtiiigh ttii' Litrd (ditafd’timiiUHHiuuar Attain) in iuitiftir on him 
ilia rank of Whan lio tirni Iiaarcl of tlio Eiigont’‘« 

iiiiaiiiitiii* Iw «igihtiiHl foriHidamhla Imitiiaiittii ; for it hail not 
aHaiiiaat liiH olimtrvaiion that mmh airy mmuiLs* liowovar mod- 
oHtly |»ati|»lo may \m diH|ioimd to oHiimata Emim arti apt to 
oiiiiiit lit ilm uiwliiit iwldiUomd vmi n\mn tlmir way of living, 
find ioidfooiiiiaHirilingly Um jdiiHiin famdra, ffadingsjand liahiin 
of ilitdr tdiihlrwii. lint Lord Hidmouih'a lidinr lia|4H*mHi to 
roiiidi liiiii 11 fow montiiH iiftor ha had hrmrd of tin.^ Hiiddmi 
di'iitli of (diiirlmi C !ar jionti-ir, who had tliii rovoraion 

of liii foriittio to hi« Hiainr’H family i ami thin tnrcnmiHtaiioti dig- 
Soott to widvo hia anrunloH, cdihdty with a viiiw to tfiii 

f trofiMibnal lylvaningo of hin idthmt mm* wtio lirul hy tliia tiniii 
iiad on iiio tifn of a mdtlior. Ah m unnally iho eiwo* tlio ontl- 
mato of Mr. C*ar|«minr’H |tro|mrty irauHiniitod on hin doiiih to 
Kiiglaml provod ttt havo ho«m an oxaggoraitnl oim; and at any 
rain mumo of Hfott’a tddhlnm livml to rmndvi^ any liomdit frttm 
ilio h*ii|nt^Ht, Bui it wan ihtm tn^ wroto at iho tiiim to Morritt: 
— **li wouht Im' oany Huying a parcid of him thinga aliout my 
otiiilompi of rank* and ho fttrih; hut atUnuigh I wtnihl not havn 
gono a Hii'ji out of tny way hi tiavo aakod, ctr houglit* or la*ggod, 
or tMirrowod a lUHiiiiriioin which to mo fiorHonaily will riitlmr 
Imi imioitvoidmit titan othorwims yot* oomittg im it diriHitly 
from tiio miurim of foitdal hononrH, ami an an honour, I' am 
rimlly graiifiml wdift it ; — oHjitHdally m it m intimiitial, that it m 
!iii liny III Highniw*a ploaHurt^ U% hoai tim ovtm for mti oipriiiilf , 
without waiting tit! ho him mmio now inMeh of llaromite riiittfy 
ill tlciiigli. My |»ti«r frioml (.!ariamtor*i tait|uo«t to tny faitiily lii« 
tokitii iiway ii oortiiln di^groo of imimeuummtif, a niHJoWity of sav- 
ing oltooHoiiiiriiigH and oandlomiidii, whioli alwayi Imiki 
iiiloiit with liny tiitti^ jirotoimicin to riink* Hut im thingi now 
iliyiil, Ailviiiioo liaiiiiorH in iho itiutio of Clritl iwid Bfc. Atidrow ! 
Iloiitoitthor* I antiotpiiiii iho Joai, * I likti not inch gritiiiing 
Itotniiiri m Btr Waltor liiiih,** Aftor all, if ciiio iiiimt i{Miiik 
for I liiivo tiiy f|uartora anil frtio 

of all itJiiii tint Iliinlor t!ii€fc, ami High Trfia«on, whioh I Iici|mi 
iyr«i .gottlltiitiiiiilikti orititoa; and I hofai Bir Wiiltor Soott wdl 
mil itiitittl wfifi® iltwt Bir Iliimpltry Davy, tlioiigli rny iimrito 
mm. iii siniolt iitidor hi«, in jitiiiit tif utility, oimi will ht 
iitiilliitoii Util a iiaiiiti ia ioiiitittiliig, iiiiil mini ii tit© bittof 
of itlil Iwii.” 

» Bir Walmr llitttit-* !•! ITIiig ihm§ IF., AH ?. S©Mi 1 



Dmiiitf tin* wiiit«ir h*t l«t liiivi* 

with th«« titird titfluiUHl in thlx 
W'i’/.tirt'K i*f nrittm) wnrn Hgntn rwurring frw|iii'i»ll 
nltly tlnmalit it U» lUtnw tin* nmidj* to In* 



tluii liis firtirl« wi th<^ Dramii fur tlift Blip- 

Hint till* n^vipwiil iif tlii% fourilt oiuito iif Hiirtild 

I'nr till' 

Oil till' <»t' Ff^liruiiry IHU), hti ilia firifc riijirii- 

till huiirtlit* of iho tmmi tiioriic»rioii» 

amt MiioroHftftil of nil llio TerniflmthNm^ iliougli Torry hiriiiiolf 
m'lirt not liio iiiiiniifiiotiiror. ilimtna of iioli iCoy will tiovor 

iiltaiti lit* ||t»i lip HO uoll ill all itn pariH, im it titoti wuh liy Williairi 
C'oitipimy ; iho luaiiiigt'Fa own (.kiptain ThitititiH wim 
o^ooltriii«**iiii<l «o wiiH ilia DuyuM of ii Mr, iHifT — 

wiiH iiIho II gtn«l — (iikiiit wlomi^ aqiiipttiaiii* by iha 
by, Httili fali mtah hitoiwt ihai ha lafi liw Inm fa^iwaaii ilia aria 
to foiiiial Mr. Mtirriiy thiii aha hiiva a itiiiiitla with liar 

liiiitliorii|^^)''-4iui tha grimt aral itriri¥iillatl aiiiwtioa wiw iha 
lairioiiittnitioti of /ioiliV* Jafm\ by (Iharlaa Miiakiiyi who, baiiig 
ftiiiiiialf a nativa of illaaictiw, aotariHl into ilia iiiitiuii*ai |iaaul- 
iaritiaa of tha aliariaiiar with high tjunio^ iiiiil gave iha wtigt- 
atniiitry dialiH^t in ita ttumi raay parfeaiioii. It wiia axirisiiitilj 
ctivm-iiiig t«i waiah tha play of HaotFa ftniiuraH during tliii 
atliiiirabla rindimititin id'hiH aoiiaapiioii ; and I iiiUMt add, that 
tha iMthaviour tif tha iMliiihurgh aiidianaf? on all Huah oatmaioui, 
while the aaartd. tif the lUivelH waa priw^rvad, ridlaaiad great 
honour on their good taatt^ and didiaiM*y of feeling, He Haldoiii, 
in ihom^ diiya, entt^red Ida lam without raetdviitg aoine iiiiirk of 
general re«p«H*i iind adiiitriition ; Init I never hearil tif any prci- 
W%t laniig laid hohl of toeonneet thege denionntriitionH with th© 
jiieee lot Itiid eonie to witneag, or, in gltori, to rlo or iwi^^ihing 
likely to IntiuTinit Iiig <|uii4 mijoyritent of the eveiiiiig in tlii 
ffiiilil of tlii fiiiiiily and frienda. 

Thin Itoli Eoy liiiil a eontiniied run of forty -one nights | jind 
when the Hitilie^H lnuielibnighi arrived, he rmdved tin epi«tl« 
of kind eoiigriit4ilatioit signed JMmiiuh awl en- 

f losing a iive-poiiwl note^ hut all the while, Hi*ott wiw in a 
inwerabh* wliile, iiiid wlieti he left Kdinbtirgh, iii Mareli, the 
iiliirtti itlioiit iiliii in the rarlitinienl Houae wiw very wuioiii. 
He tiiid invited ttie tiiviHtt him in theeoimiiy during the ret*tw| 
btil f Hliitiihl not have ventured to keiqi my prm«t»i% biiil not 
the flidlitiiiytiei rej«irti4 wimiiditieiit iowitrdii the ehmeof April 
itieii fold tliiit Ilia ** ilhtalrioiii frtmnr' (ft*r »o both 
t!if^ brolfierif twiiiilly H|ioke of him) wiia no iitiielt rei^overecl m to 
tifive Wiiiiiied tik iwiiiil liti^mry taikiit ilioiigli with thin diter- 
mwis lliiif }i«» now, for the Hmt liin# in hi» lih*f found it iiiws* 
iiiry til eiiipliif the liaitti of awtiiher. 

fill hwl now iftmiit Mi Brid© of Limimfrawri «id 



Ilia Williiiiii i#-iiiilliiw iiinl . 

-- cif lit' |»rrfi^rml tln» ii lini iif^ r* 

ffml» im ii*'r«niiii uC ihi^ wijM^ritir rii|istiil¥ t*f 
k«i»i imu l«i tliP |iii|if^r %%-it 
liwl, tliiiiigli mntii miuiy iwi iiri'^li iwiiilfp iii 1 
iMul lilt aiiiliblw amiM’k ui hm liii«l r 
nil likii II Wttll4riiiiii^tl elmk ; wh^wm 
wllli siicti kmn mmt tiib» tlii^ nf ilip 



countenance was meagre, haggard, and of the deadliest yellow 
of the jaundice — and his hair, which a few weeks before had 
been but slightly sprinkled with grey, was now almost literally 
snow-white. His eye, however, retained its fire unquenched ; 
indeed it seemed to have gained in brilliancy from the new lan- 
guor of the other features ; and he received us with all the 
usual cordiality, and even with little perceptible diminishment 
in the sprightliness of his manner. He sat at the table while 
we dined, but partook only of some rice pudding j and after the 
cloth was drawn, while sipping his toast and water, pushed 
round the bottle in his old style, and talked with easy cheerful- 
ness of the stout battle he had fought, and which he now seemed 
to consider as won. 

One day there was,^^ he said, when I certainly began to 
have great doubts whether the mischief was not getting at my 
mind — and I’ll tell you how I tried to reassure myself on that 
score. I was quite unfit for anything like original composition; 
but I thought if I could turn an old German ballad I had been 
reading into decent rhymes, I might dismiss my worst appre- 
hensions — and you shall see what became of the experiment.” 
He then desired his daughter Sophia to fetch the MS. of The 
hToble Morringer, as it had been taken down from his dictation, 
partly by her and partly by Mr. Laidlaw, during one long and 
painful day while he lay in bed. He read it to us as it stood, 
and seeing that both Ballantyne and I were much pleased with 
the verses, he said he should copy them over, — make them a 
little tighter about the joints,” — and give them to the Regis- 
ter for 1816 . 

The reading of this long ballad, however, — (it consists of 
forty-three stanzas)^ — seemed to have exhausted him : he re- 
tired to his bed-room ; and an hour or two after, when we were 
about to follow his example, his family were distressed by the 
well-known symptoms of another sharp recurrence of his af- 
fliction. A large dose of opium and the hot bath were immedi- 
ately put in requisition. His good neighbour. Dr. Scott of 
Darnlee, was sent for, and soon attended ; and in the course 
of three or four hours we learned that he was once more at 
ease. But I can never forget the groans which, during that 
space, his agony extorted from him. Well knowing the iron 
strength of his resolution, to find him confessing its extremity, 
by cries audible not only all over the house, but even to a con- 
siderable distance from it — it may be supposed that Hiis was 
sufGLciently alarming, even to my companion; how much more 

1 See Scours Foetical WorJcSy royal 8yo, p- 618. 


2 



t4i wlifi liiii'i i mrii* 0tr**|4 m 

iliP |»i*!illi* mrrrUtn i4 kllHilirw iiii4 Irirriiiririit 

I it»lil tlyii t n;%%% llii» %%iw li*.« Imi mt, 

aritl t i-ilitiiilil iiilirt i’rir Etlmlisirnlt ,4i .%u «miH |i»mi 

—■•IHIll liiiggrtl in* lliilkt’ liiy inw4i?g|i^ii - 111 llir 

<if wlibli lie tliil a* I w*i» mrit 

Itiill tiiciriiiligi Briitt Iniiiwlf al m) aini rii!*'ir4^ 

liiiiliiig l»ll#r i lliiMigiit lliii.ii 111 iiiy tirmal llir 1 I 41 
** Jltiti% iliilik of goliig4* Ins ** t fri*l ImMty 1 I 114 itti*riiiit|»j 

tiiil If iiiy cli^t 1 1 *!«'*« laitiiP \mtk figaiii., il N l«i tfirrw 

iliiyi at iiiiy rail’. F<»r I ho pfrmn%%., I waul fn •ini upt 

ii{i" f’Eoo|il n iioimI Irul in llii’ f»|itni ntr*l«4ii%r iIp* 

rtirwni vi4|:«iiirf« i4' llio Iiiii<laiiui*i I «4*ligial In fiiialliiii* ii^i 
lilMlih Vtiii liavinit*vor fif’oii Viirr«'*»-, niii| mhim I haio liiiNlinl 
li litllp Jtili 1 miili Jiihnny, -wo i».||.iiil all lako liiii^p 

ttiitl itiiifeif II tlay of It’* W'htfis 1 ,§4iiil iihml #1 «f 

miim ln’iiig mitwr n lnihl puimmtmmt fiiirli niglii, 
liti aiiiWi*ri*il| ilml liphmi iiipio liimi fwrty, ii moi’l 

tiiitliir nitiiilar wiit fhll iirilhing tlitf IIn 

atltliMi, ihil 'Wia mt im fmii, tn rnti:»i»i|iiii>iiPii iif 

tliti tlitlh Ilf Bir Jtiltii llit|tlt4l nf Itiihkll# iif l*ttflii^ 

mm% im tlii^ Hulkirk iliitwi tif lliiriclw* anti ihiii tin* biil 
huftllli titti ilminiw Ilf till# l>iikn tif tliiri’IpiiiVli rviiilpriml 11 ijiiikt 
iticiti«ry tltai lii» itisiiihl tiittki* puifrliniiii «ii lliii trrm#iitti. ” In 
iftiil III** Iwigliiitg* ** I Imm im mnmrni «i‘liirli I nhnJl 
form mill m t iiiiwt Jlwwiif I* pm liinl ln’lter im.»I itil^ 

tiin o|ipirt:iiiiily tif mmng il iiii«l#r m$ •mrnlltail m islfiiptiii# ii 
tliii oltl iiiiiiitrol* 

«■ Ummm puf 

Hiiftll fm im. ttiitif i lusinpf slai*.- " 

AImwI tl©f#n lin mm inomitPil, iiy lit 

Iiiilfiiif Tiifti Ihirilb* m itmisnrti m?li%p rtili* yrii»|4 \Vi4|l 
— iitrli m iw in in $li 

mmi%% iWlitilfttt niirttiig iiilii llit* iaililitt nf 

iiolili (M imil wm t*i llto lu^’ii nf 

wlitft iftiilt liiilhiil l« dm »l itit ami 

Imggtd Hi tn mmm* mmmm4 a piiHt }:^t milll li« ilmiiU 
tii« Up rttiiit itti if Will if al m riiitti* «ii#l 
ill Wgi ili» willillit lliltnpi Iw liwl h»mwl ilwnt llm 
Attil Mil wi f«lt iif liiilitilmiigit C'arl^fhwiiti, ffciwhiili .iiid 
Mtmrii it pitriiii mitt ^1 w»f hm mm49dm 

of IttiitM — iiiti» wjmdillf ^ ilip fttiw ibiii 

Moat«»i WM ii^lf m^kmwm if If# 


the battle as vividly as if he had witnessed it; the passing of 
the Ettrick at daybreak by the Covenanting Generahs heavy 
cuirassiers, many of them old soldiers of Gustavus Adolphus, 
and the wild confusion of the Highland host when exposed to 
their charge on an extensive haugh as flat as a bowling-green. 
He drew us aside at Slain-men^s-lee, to observe the green mound 
that marks the resting-place of the slaughtered royalists ; and 
pointing to the apparently precipitous mountain, Minchmoor, 
over which Montrose and his few cavaliers escaped, mentioned, 
that, rough as it seemed, his mother remembered passing it in 
her early days in a coach and six, on her way to a ball at 
Peebles — several footmen marching on either side of the car- 
riage to prop it up, or drag it through bogs, as the case might 
require. He also gave us, with all the dramatic effect of one 
of his best chapters, the history of a worthy family who, in- 
habiting at the time of the battle a cottage on his own estate, 
had treated with particular kindness a young officer of Leslie’s 
army quartered on them for a night or two before. When 
parting from them to join the troops, he took out a purse of 
gold, and told the goodwoman that he had a presentiment he 
should not see another sun set, and in that case would wish 
his money to remain in her kind hands ; but, if he should sur- 
vive, he had no doubt she would restore it honestly. The 
young man returned mortally wounded, but lingered a while 
under her roof, and finally bequeathed to her and hers his 
purse and his blessing. Such,” he said, ^^was the origin of 
the respectable lairds of , now my good neighbours.” 

The prime object of this expedition was to talk over the pol- 
itics of Selkirk with one of the Duke of Buccleuch’s great store 
farmers, who, as the Sheriff had learned, possessed private in- 
fluence with a doubtful bailie or deacon among the Souters. I 
forget the result, if ever I heard it. But next morning, having, 
as he assured us, enjoyed a good night in consequence of this 
ride, he invited us to accompany him on a similar errand across 
Bowden Moor, and up the Yalley of the Ayle; and when we 
reached a particular bleak and dreary point of that journey, he 
informed us that he perceived in the waste below a wreatii of 
smoke, which was the appointed signal that a wavering Souter 
of some consequence had agreed to give him a personal inter- 
view where no Whiggish eyes were likely to observe them ; — 
and so, leaving us on the road, he proceeded to thread his way 
westwards, across moor and bog, until we lost view of him. I 
think a couple of hours might have passed before he joined us 
again, which was, as had been arranged, not far from the vil- 



tion Ilf ilii^ Ht»rl In l*w»k aiifu k*’ 

it, hi^ with m nil miiiitl tlir .iii»*i*’iii i #4 

would luit go ittmr ilio lioitwo ; I 3 s’*J 4fi> *'i 

fiiiiiil}’ lidghi «till Ito llioro, Sl;iii\ 111', l.iuiri 

thu fidiiKtrojilio whirh loot jiihI lirLtiit’Sj 

lio Hllith of tin* ItlOJit %-olli*nihlr f ir-f’i Hi I ln’ %i 

liilul ~ tlii\y lioro long i*i 4 oro ifp^r^r glsur. h.% 

tlio 11111110 of Htiulil 4 or llougllifl to -4.1 Osifiiliig 
thoy uiwti nhow 11 l*oj>o*rt l»nll of iho Iriiili loiiinri 
tiio'thiui liidthdl lo murrv *1 roLitioii tio- I 

gro<‘i4, Hi»ro thoy luivo }«*oti for 11 llioMt^iinI i«* 
iwid now nil till* iti!i«*rit;iiiro i« to 
0111^ giMMl wi»rliiv gimtloiiiiiii wmild not k* roiilrii 
liii 4 liomc'n, hin Itoiitiilii, iirnl lir^ Imllli* of rt,iroi» li 
forty tiriHliwjimirii, btit iiiii.#l liirn 1 

tnko aliiHmfc lUI lii^ fiiiro-ntiilo into Inn t*wti liiiinl, 


for Idiiondf jn^rhiijm ii huwlro-it iiloiiglii, iiiul Irj 
iioiitruitt iJiiil iiitn tiihloil by llio i|iiiir‘kifili imp 
tiino. Aticl whfit ttiiikon iho tiiiiig ton Itiiioii iiipi 
ii» t!mt ho kopt dnydaiok mid loilgofi iiiitl nil llio 1 
n^nniratoly iw if fi«« litid. 11 rliiwiriiiongor 11 

miirkoi” Boiito of iho rpiiiiirkablo oirrii 

Soott’n own liiivo iiimlo tiio nflosi m% 

vorwntiim — with tiion^ wiitnlor Ihiiii tio oifiiwiif 
ruin of tlio Ehldolln. 

I riiiiunnlit^r ho tohl itn 11 wtirlil of mt 

iotno oondrid* alioitt tho nhl liiirtb of lliin liiiiodin 
iigo; and among othom, tliiit of ttio nototi lttlilo.i ii.; 
boitlfin of ah% whkdi ho aftorwiirila iiim*rlo 4 in 11 ii« 
tliou ill jirogrt'imd Ho wi« iiIko full tif utiwibai^t 
of hm fatlior’n, a itiinintor Ilf Idllionloaf* wli«i rng 
gininriitioiii tho iiiiwt iMijiiilar firiwtn^r in 'fin'ini 
forgot tho orator^n iimiio, Wtioii Iti# iirigiiial id 
ford cHmgratwlatial him in tiii Iiitt*»r day* «iii tiio « 
auitKirity tio ntill miiiiitiiliwal ---ofory kirk ni flio nr 
Imitig lofi ottiiiiy whoii it wm kiitiwti iio %%\m 1* 
loal at any wimW iaoraiiioiit. tli# ^lirowil ilirii 

Iiiciia!<l| Mr. Wiitori I mmwtimm tliiiik il% tori 
Tlitiw^iayo a talk of lliii or llwt wmiitorfiiily i 
mail frii* Ih© ooll«|®| tail wlioiiofor riii U* t» iil tl 
firm with ony 0’ thtm* I i 4 oii iiifntnl ilio whilit I 
Itoftsltfciong, ami ho diiigi tliotti 

t to T %0 Brkk tif to rli#|* 


Thus Scott amused himself and us as we jogged home- 
wards : and it was the same the following day, when (no 
election matters pressing) he rode with us to the western 
peak of the Eildon hills, that he might shew me the whole 
panorama of his Teviotd^e, and expound the direction of the 
various passes by which the ancient forayers made their way 
into England, and tell the names and the histories of many a 
monastic chapel and haronial peel, now mouldering in glens 
and dingles that escape the eye of the traveller on the high- 
ways. Among other objects on which he descanted with par- 
ticular interest, were the ruins of the earliest residence of 
the Kerrs of Cessford, so often opposed in arms to his own 
chieftains of Branksome, and a desolate little kirk on the 
adjoining moor, where the Dukes of Boxhnrghe are still 
buried in the same vault with the hero who fell at Tum- 
again. Turning to the northward, he shewed us the crags 
and tower of Smailholme, and behind it the shattered fragment 
of Ercildoune — and repeated some pretty stanzas ascribed to 
the last of the real wandering minstrels of this district, by 
name Bum : — 

Sing Ercildoune, and Cowdenknowes, 

Where Holmes had ance commanding,” &c. 


That night he had again an attack of his cramp, but not 
so serious as the former. Kext morning he was again at work 
with Ballantyne at an early hour 5 and when I parted from 
him after breakfast, he spoke cheerfully of being soon in 
Edinburgh fox the usual business of his Court. ^ I left him, 
however, with dark prognosticatious ; and the circumstances 
of this little visit to Abbotsford have no doubt dwelt on 
my mind the more distinctly, from my having observed and 
listened to him throughout under the painful feeliug that it 
might very probably be my last. 

Within a few days he heard tidings, perhaps as heavy ^ 
ever reached him. His ever steadfast friend, to whom he 
looked up, moreover, with the feelings of the true old Bor- 
der clansman, Charles Duke of Buccleuch, died on the 20th 
of April at Lisbon. Captain Adam Eergusson had accompa- 
nied the Duke, whose health had for years been 'breaking, to 
the scene of his own old campaigns: he now attended Jns 
Grace’s remains to England ; and on landmg r^eived a letto, 
in which Scott said :-«I have had another eight days’ visit 
of my disorder, which has confined me chiefly to my bed. It 
will perhaps shade off into a mild chrome complaint^ if it 



ri'illlilH ly I - 

aiMi luliuiv liiy dr,ir I'liirf I tfs It 4 
iliiH |**i.Hsii>ility %vithuiii iiiiH’lt u^'i 

<»f fviivr 

Oil t!i<^ I till ol* .Miiy li*^ n^urnful in i-'i'ulmi: 
jiri'm'llt. lit H|H'llllu; «4’ th»^ Otniil ; \%hrn ,%\l w 

wi^rit liii iiHH’li Bimvk ii*‘4 I ItAil hr*'!i ;if 

<*|yiiigt^ ill iiiH 11*^ Wii.?4 yii.il4r^ In |iri.<’ 

lillCHI lit illtl (ii’I’IcM* ■ - fisr 

think Iin mdilom if liitriiiptrid it, iiii4 I lir 
tliai, whim thi^ lh’nlt*« i4 \ .rnmnwimuii' ;iii4 Lrjjmt.l 
lit lyiigili i»nt I wliirh tm litlli »*l J 

kiiuwn t4» ht^ i’uiiliiM’ti In l»"4, Iiiiii iln^ 1«m4 irv 
th« ginii’nil iin|irrnH4nit tlyii ilwtiltl mn* 

tJuit |iitrtmliigi». 

**Thn Ilridn nf ImnuwnmMW** imiynJmmm lliiihi 
Hilt ciiily \vrittnii, Imt imhUdmi lir., .Ht'ult 

riH« frtiiii hill lynl In* mmwml hip Ihiii %¥li«ii 
jHit itiUi luH liiiiiiiii in II n«;iiii|»li*t4i lip tint i 

nnti ultigin imhitmit, rtiiiriinipr* i»r niiiivpniiilinii i 
lln itiil lint tlnulrn inn in iiiiilttrutaiid, ii«r ili4 I 
tliiit liti illtinnii liinl nriwnil fr«iii'i nnniinry llin < 
diiiitii tif tlni iinry, wntli wiiirli lin liml lumn iiriiii 
liii lM>ylintHL rinnaiimil nuitnil wlmw lli! 

Immiii; iir, in »inmk innrn nii|iliritly% Iw rniiininl»rn«l 
of ihn nxintinii'n «if ihti fnllinr iiiitl iiinllinr.* iif 
tlattgliUir, of iho riviiJ hivnra* of llin roiiijiiil4ti;ry iii 
thn iifcfcitnk ininln by iho brnlti ti|w»ri tli« liiijilptu 
with iiin gniii^ra! «%aiiiJtr*i|ili« nf llio All < 

ho rmillwU'il jiwt m ho dnl tin tmk to iis» 

litoratly rimollimlnil tmiliiiig ohii 

liy ilw mmmwm^ not iinn of tlm iiwiif m 

lutmtinr, nor iwiytliiiig ifiili wlimli In* wm rniiip 
writnir of tliii work. * For ii lung tiiiio/ Im ‘ 
¥Pry iinwiiiy ill tlinatiiirioof my roinliiig* lout I 
by inimtiiig noitmlhitig ii!to$|^ilJior gluriiig ainl 
ifiirt I mmllmttmd limt ywii liinl kmm% itm punUn^ 
iiim WiEt yon wimM iiol liii¥« itnyiliitin 

to pm’ * Wiiiy I mid, mpni tim »}ii>b% h*m < 
liy^* hi iaiil, Owii wIioK f folt it nnm 
mid grotiiqiiii but iiill ilio wuml nf ii iiw 

I tpiiitod th# gomtimtiirod wmilit iioi Im Iw: 
I do not tlitiiE I mm yotiliirmi bi foiol t« tin# f 
tlili iiiifidar idititoiMinirt iigniit | Imi yim nmy i|#|i 


tliiit miliii I iiiiw mml in m irf^|i(»rU*4 an if it luwl 

lnwii t4ilc«ai diiwii tii nliiirt-haiHl at i!ii^ iiitaainii; I holbvcs you 
Will iiiirini wiili um m iluukinji Miat t\w liintory of tlie liuman 

tiiiiicl iioiliiiiK ttwm 

<lii« tiny, ittwai iiff.or ho mn^poami in t.ho Ihiriiaiuoni Ilouae^ 
lio mkml iiw in walk litano with hiiu. ll<^ inovocl lauKi^hUyj 
imtl finiih If li«'^ iii Htiiy iu uiaay hays, lu^. immi Hond 
fur Hiliyi llroy ; liui liin ouuvorHatiiai wuh hf*aii.”Vvhoh‘ ; aiul^ iu 
li«i latighoil iiil, diaipito hin wtiikuoas, tia^ Btiidi wan 
Ittiiirtutiiii*^ III Itia haiah Ihi^ iblhiwiug almost iuorocliblo 
of llio olinaaiih Karl of liuohau. 

lloiiriiil,? oiii^ iiioraiiia nhort-ly boforo thin timo, that Hcaitt wan 
fMiltiiilly 114 nrlri‘i#iin» iho Karl protaHHhal to (Jimilo Htrotd., ami 
fiiiitiil itiP kitoi’kor tiial u|i. Ho thou thw-omlcHl t,a tho door in 
lliii iirim* iiiitl W'lin ilioro ronnvi^il by ImmiHt Kotor Maihio.Hoiij 
wltiisii fiMniiocl to midiriii ilu-^ woful tidiugg, for in truth hin 
wi« ill iniouglt. IVtar told hin IjortlHhip that he had 
llie ntrirtr^nt ordern to inlmii no vinibir; but tlie Karl would 
tmkii no tlmiiid, |;innhetl the laiKhftd (‘.oaidunan anide, and 
idliowa^fl hill %¥iiy uimtidra to the dtKir of HootKB hethdianiher. 
Ilti Itiid hit* fltigorn iifmii the hiwnllr lad\>re Kotor could give 
wiifiiiiig Minn Hooil; and whoji hIio nppoarod to romoiiHirata 
tigidfint atioh iin iiitrimion, ho {mtiiMl hor on the hciid like a 
oliilth will jioraiiitofl in low jiurpomi of entering the »iok-room 

10 ilroiiitotiily, tiinfc the young lai-l^ found it neconnary to bid 
Kotor MOO tlio Karl ilownaiiwrii ligaut, at whatever damage to 
liin dignity. Kot4»r in^oordiiigly, after trying all Ids elciquence 
til viiiiii gave ilto kitinring, hustling, old,' ineddlesonte ooioomb 

11 siiiglii sliovo, ns rosfMMdftil, doubt not, $m a shove nan ever 
\n\ "--mid till itooonfod that liiut, and made a rapid exit. Beott, 
iitoniimdiiloi hinl tioiird the ooiifnsion, and at length it was 
otjdiiiiioil to him ; mdmn* fearing that KetoKs grip© might liav© 
ittjtifod Lord IliioltiiiKs feehle fierson, he desired James Bal- 
Imitytio, who liitit ts*on sitting by his bed, to follow* the old 
istitii lioiiie — « make liiiii minpn4©nd» if he tsould, that th© 
fiiiiiily wen^ in smdi Iwiwildermeiit of alarm that th© ordinary 
niton *iif otfllify worn out of th© question — and, in ^ fine, in- 
quire wlial litnl \mm% the objtMit or his Lordship^s intended 
fkit. f 1 111110!! pnamiided forthwitlr to th© Barrs houMa in 
Clt*iirp^ BtroeL and ffititid him strutting alxuit his library in 
fi towering iiidigimiifiti. Biillantyne^s nlakirate diinionstmtions 
of rwqs^!!, liowiwer, by dtgriiii ioftened Idni, and he. conp 
ilfwmnded to eE|ilaiti lilniitlf. I wishiwh” sidd Im* to era- 
lirmte Walter ik*MM Imtim im imd inform him that I had 






— a conception equally new, just, and humorous, and worked 
out in all the details, as if it had formed the luxurious enter- 
tainment of a chair as easy as was ever shaken by Eabelais ; 
and though the character of Montrose himself seemed hardly 
to have been treated so fully as the subject merited, the ac- 
customed rapidity of the novelist^s execution would have been 
enough to account for any such defect. Caleb Balderstone — 
(the hero of one of the many ludicrous delineations which he 
owed to the late Lord Haddington) — was pronounced at the time, 
by more than one critic, a mere caricature ; and, though he him- 
self would never, in after days, admit this censure to be just, he 
allowed that he might have sprinkled rather too much parsley 
over his chicken.” But even that blemish, for I grant that I 
think it a serious one, could not disturb the profound interest 
and pathos of the Bride of Lammermoor — to my fancy the 
most pure and powerful of all the tragedies that Scott ever 
penned. 

These volumes, as was mentioned, came out before the 
middle of June; and though at that moment he was unable 
to quit his room, he did not hesitate to make all arrangements 
as to another romance. Hay, though his condition still required 
an amanuensis, he had advanced considerably in the new work 
before the Session closed in July. That he felt much more 
security as to his health by that time, must be inferred from 
his then allowing his son Walter to proceed to Ireland to join 
the 18th regiment of Hussars. The Cornet was only in the 
eighteenth year of his age; and the fashion of education in 
Scotland is such, that he had scarcely ever slept anight under 
a different roof from his parents, until this separation occurred. 
He had been treated from his cradle with all the indulgence 
that a man of sense can ever permit himself to shew to any of 
his children ; and for several years he had now been his father’s 
daily companion in all his out-of-doors occupations and amuse- 
ments. The parting was a painful one : but Scott’s ambition 
centred in the heir of his name, and instead of fruitless pinings 
and lamentings, he henceforth made it his constant business to 
keep up such a frank correspondence with the you^ man as 
might enable himself to exert over him, when at a distance, the 
gentle influence of kindness, experience, and wisdom. The 
series of his letters to his son is, in my opmion, by far the 
most interesting and valuable, as respects the personal character 
and temper of the writer. His manly kindness to his boy, 
whether he is expressing approbation or censure of Ms condu^ 
is a model for the parent; and Ms practical wisdojn was of 
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iliHl l I ji 

aiiln tlir rir«^i!iii«t 44 lirf^« «*f' lliinr **Wii Vitritiiia »' i ^ 
tiii^ii uf ttlj,it<*irr f«i 4 ili«»ii i»r 

Abltolstitr*! Ii:i4, i« pn,miitii| initmnsi, lli#* Iimhi.'u %*! 1 11 »if 
ftiiiii Friiir** Li’ii|ii»!*t, tt«»w Kiii^ *4' Ii,i 4 h*fi|| 

ill III r4iri.« III *iii4 hn I4»% il 

Hil|ltiii'»f 4 WII 4 liy siiiiiiy **ili*'r di-ttiiutui «li» *1 1 ; 

ititiii* III m‘’li«*Wi» Irtiiii wliiit llit^y mw, %r4»iil4 li.mi ilniiliii- i iiijii 

till' iiiiwiiiiii iiiitl fully «^’4 "ii|»iih| ilimi l4oif%i 11114#- flu 

Wii:4 all flip wliili% liiiikiiin p%»nnr^’% mill 

IvaiiluiP -iiipI tlial Ip» wm mi tm Iruin I'lititi* rr 

rpvi»r> , l.liiit Mr. Liiiilliim* iMintmuwi t« pvmlm^t* immi i*! flip MH. 
fruiii iiiM iliiiJilifiii. 

11it» iijijirtiirli i»f muiitpr lirwiiilii m uliirtiitiig *w|w^«-f «f 
lliitig^ ill (mr iiiwuifmeliiriiig ili.itrirt« ; »iwt lli«rp wm tlirniigli^ 
iiiii Hiaitliwifl li giuiPriiJ nn-’if ill iif flip «I 4 viiluiiti'-rf 
tliit tint iitiw ilrtuim nf rpjiiiiiitiii iJip Ijiglii t»f F^tiiiliiir^li, 
wliit*lt fill Umk tiiiiplt filimiiiiw iit mwiun rt*«»r^4iii#iul ; luii" in 
«iiijiiiiftlitiit willi liin iiPinliliimr iIip Imrtl nf t#4la, Iw iiliiiiin^ii 
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vt'4lt‘4 iii’r i»ii I ft*' Hiimliiy, iiitti, I’oiiiiiig i<i inir hf«i8« iifti'r, 

tli^ii Miir|irii4i^ nt I bn nbn1tit*HH cif linr luiiitl, and ilin 
fiti^nnirn tt-liirb i4lin hinl in tiilkiiin tiv«‘r linih iwitdf 3 ni and 
iiiitiiniii »H|in liini tnbi thniii with icrnat ai'cnininy tbn 

rniil Httiry flit's llriiln nf Laitiminiiiiiir, and laiiuteif cnii 
it dillVml friiin tlin unvnb Him hiid all ilm uiinmg of 
tlm luirtiiM, itiiil ilotialial (fi»r ahn wm a gnnit. icniitnilugiHi) thinr 
rifiiimtinii ivitli imiiitaiig fiiiiiilim Cbi tlm Huli.Hntjtmni Moiulay 
idif* luw fitnirk witli ii juiriUytia afftmiitm. anflVrinl and 

llnil milli Itm |iiiiintinn; ami whiii wm Uod'a rnwiircb 

iitid II mm III bur inniMiPiii iwid linmwolntii lifn, «ho nmm- 
kttm? iJiiii lit»r hrititmr mid. mmtMn\ tliii liiil thirty ytiirg yciungtir 
iliiiii linr^idfi tiiiil iratltlmt ihi^ dark jiiith bnfarn ri©r* Bli© wm 
ii itfitd I'wimiinbi, wbirh aim aiud utiiibltHi Imr in \m lilisral | 
titil Ilf tmr littJn iiiroiiiP of alHiut aytmr, nlm bniinwiitl at 
a tliinl in widbidioimn idiarititm, mid with tlm rant UvimI 
likf» II giniilnwiitiiiiin iiml ovoii with hnH|iit4ility tmirn gcinaral 
iliitii sfaniin«l to mut Imr agis yt*i I rould nnvt»r prnviiil on hnr 
to of iinv aiwmiiiimo. Von raiinoi ronnoivn how 

itiM It wiia to iui» to I 400 tho liiilo proparaiion of priiwnitw wliirli 
stio lifwl liHjiortod f*»r tbo Nm%* Vmir for aim wan a. groat olh 
anrvor of Itin obi fiwliioiifi of hor ptniod — and to think that iho 
kiliil Itimrl wm mM whitdi didightod in all tlmao mda of kindly 

llioro Ii ill tlio lilimry at AbUdaford a fino ropy of I'laiikrr» 
villidu folio llitilo, Iwo rolnnioa* priniial iit riinibritlgo in 17d*'l; 
ntid iliorii ttpiamra on ttio blank hatl* in iho irmnbling hiitid- 
writing of iiiotlior, tlila luarription — 7b my ikmr mm^ 

AVfilli /mm kk Anm itikh$rfrmi ~ 

Jmamrti I Hill/ Ibidor thimo worda bar son him writoii 
iw fidlowii : Thia llibl*^ wim tlio gift tif iny gramlffitliir Hr* 

dnliii lliitiiorfonb to rity motiior, iiml |irofmiitfHl by linr to ttiit| 
lifdiig iiliin ! tlin limf. gift ivhirh I wim to Irotn that ©e- 

ridloiit pitroiil, mid, m I vortly iHiliovo, tlin tiling wlibli ill© 
uumt Im’oil in tbr W'orld* --not only in luiinlde voimriitioti cif 
ilio Karroil roiitoiitu, Iml m tlin doaroit jdiMlga of hor fniltnr'i 
to iii*r. Aa mndi aim gavn it to arid m mndi 1 bi^ 
ifMoalli it to Ihoiio who tuny ro|im»#til itm — cdiargitig tlnirii 
oiirofiilly to |irn«or%n^ tho miiitn, In ttniwiory of tliciiii to whciiit it 
Itim lifdoiigoiL 

lilt llm IMfli tif lliwstilaw, wliilti Ida limmo wm tliiii mtiidoniMk 
t|>|a^iiro4 lii» It'afiliiat. tt wm flirotiglioiit Kiiglaiid 

witii II fiiiiro idaiiMirotw ilnlighl tliiwi tiny of tlio Hmick ftorrf# 
hail ftiltiiiiifi (tlirnn in iiitiitlair) wtim iioir, for thi 


firHi tlii^ Hvit wtt}i ji finrf ilt.iii hifli 

i*rt 4 », till' |iri^'n‘4 wiit'lc iinK^i rlrgimt, *p'f‘iir4 

ifiicly riii?«»il friiiii rinlil ?«hilliiii|.< tlit’ im ; tli«f 

Cf^jiii'K «*lii ill tliii'i priginiil nhi%in^ wi'*rt^ t.%%rhr flii*iiisii4, 

I riilglil ii» iiiinili<»iii^*l Ih.il lli*^ v,tUm. 

tif»ii wiw III liriiig iiiit- m nn**liit*iioS4 .1 

fiiiit lliiit to imuiii tlii« iIp’ iv^rk %%,%.% |jiiii!f ^4 sn 4 

unit llllllllli^r llilllk*^ lllt^ |irin’Pililii* iPir*!; |ii|l rMiS'if4i»k% 
wliPti tJi« fitly tif jiiililiriilipii rriip^tr^tr4l<’4 

tllii lil{wrillii'!li* illiil It IV iw i%\mmhnw%t. 

Tliti mitipr iityi iilmnly \nnm u*Ul iIij.iI Hr«sii 4 ii’t 4 ir«| tli^ 
pimtor jiiiH of iliin 1ltp «.*f llip ,\H iiliipfi 

m IiW fiwii, ii|i|»p|ir^, litnrin"p|% imi i*iily IM wi 4 l iiii*l fit ml 1 
autoil m Ihiii ttf lUiy *»f IIip T#iIp.« *if my L.;yiiriiir4, hni 4p4iii4'' 
fijisliatl tiy liiiviiiii utill fintar immmm iiipI iiiis'rlitip.iiiiiisii, nipl 
alifi liy Iwniig III II miiiillar liiiitil... IliP fr^i-niipnil m in 

IcMik lit ««» iiiiiiiy iiiigw tiigallipr i»iip || 1#, 

■I iii|;i|M.iii% In iwlii. iliiil isi iiti ilifl rm 

writo tiii |in»a tn^farii it In l.liw pmm, Wliiiiin''**f muy 

ha?© twit ttia a.iwp willi hin llm wnrlil itiiifnriiily m* 

citiiml tliii fwimim mm^ cif ilw iirivplwl, 

Ai a wtirk of iirl^ m |ii»rlin|ii ihm liwi nf fill 

tffcirfcii wtiiitipr in |mw nr in ; iwr liiitw iIip 
. anil iplPiiclniir nf lik ln^nt l*i |.iiMliPr ml- 

vaittap^ than in tnititi nf ilw mmmm ttf liiin liiii I 

biilip¥t.i fcliiti itti rPinlnr a4iii m pii}«iblp t.«f p«iii|»rp- 

liiiitling tli<» iiiiilifir'!i Hrntoli pliiiriit^tpr ami iliaitiftiit will 

Pfar p!fii*p avail lviiiilini<» ita a w«irk tif gnniiia* ini llm m%um la vat 
with Witvarlay. liny Maitiiariiig, nr tim llmirl nf 
Tlta iiitrniliiatinii nf ilm pliariiiitig *lttwn»a ami li«n' fiilliar 
nriglii&y^tl, I fliiil, ill a rniiviiraaHtiii tlial l4«*nH li#14 witti lit« 
friatiil HkatiP itiiriiig llm nf liia lnntily 

itigi in llir imrly |»rt «f ttibyw* •^Mr, l^kaiin/* myn l!iiii 
pnitoiiiitii^a wifp, mitmu hy lira Imtaltln* ami iryitin i«J unin*^ 
him m wall iwjm rmilil in ilin iiitorviln nf liaj*|«iia4 !♦* 

f ni lilt llw iitlijwt iif lltp tlniri, m tin liatl tilwrtrvwl 
i »|amt wiiiiii ttiiin III linriiiatiy tii Itb ymitli- llint fill nal i«it 
hml imtitrillf ttiinin a ilmtii bnpmmmn 1 fnr in llnwa thyn liipf 
ir^Wiindi tliiiir liwtt tlfPM aitd timniinra pmir»% ami 

wltliiimiiiitomtito iitiytority tty llmir i^lirbtiafi timilibwifi, 
itilt liKilwl Ilf* ai nigtil tit llmir nwit ijtiarlpr l»y gr^ai unfa# ^ 
and Mr. jmiilf iit Iml j«tftiy hf*m lltp iiiar# 

wiih tn tnrti lik iiilnif i^Htn iiititttnnlti|itm tinit, tmglii 

winpy and dtv tri II, iii|fg»^ Utal a gniitii nf m 



interesting feature if he could contrive to bring them into his 
next novel.’’ Upon the appearance of Ivanhoe, he reminded 
Mr. Skene of this conversation, and said, You will find this 
book owes not a little to your German reminiscences.” 

By the way, before Ivanhoe made its appearance, I had my- 
self been formally admitted to the author’s secret ; but had he 
favoured me with no such confidence, it would have been im- 
possible for me to doubt that I had been present some months 
before at the conversation which suggested, and indeed supplied 
all the materials of, one of its most amusing chapters. I allude 
to that in which our Saxon terms for animals in the field, and 
our Korman equivalents for them as they appear on the table, 
and so on, are explained and commented on. All this Scott 
owed to the after-dinner talk one day in Castle Street of his 
old friend Mr. William Clerk, — who, among other elegant pur- 
suits, has cultivated the science of philology very deeply. 

I cannot conclude without observing that the publication of 
Ivanhoe marks the most brilliant epoch in Scott’s history as 
the literary favourite of his contemporaries. With the novel 
which he next put forth, the immediate sale of these works 
began gradually to decline ; and though, even when that had 
reached its lowest declension, it was still far above the most 
ambitious dreams of any other novelist, yet the pubhshers were 
afraid the announcement of anything like a f^ling-off might 
cast a damp over the spirits of the author. He was allowed to 
remain for several years under the impression that whatever 
novel he threw off commanded at once the old triumphant sale 
of ten or twelve thousand, and was afterwards, when included 
in the collective edition, to be circulated in that shape also as 
widely as Waverley or Ivanhoe. In my opinion, it would have 
been very unwise in the booksellers to give Scott any unfavour- 
able tidings upon such subjects after the commencement of the 
malady which proved fatal to him, — for that from the first 
shook his mind ; but I think they took a false measure of the 
m a'n when they hesitated to tell him exactly how the matter 
stood, throughout 1820 and the three or four following ye^, 
when his intellect was as vigorous as it ever had been, and Ms 
heart as courageous ; and I regret their scruples (among other 
reasons), because the years now mentioned were the most costly 
ones in his life ; and for every twelve months in which ajiy 
man allows himself, or is encouraged by others, to proceed in a 
course, of unwise expenditure, it becomes proportionablj more 
difdcult for him to pull up when the mistake is at lei^ de- 
tected or recognised. 
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as lawyers — but wbicb, to use tbe dialect of the place, had 
fallen into desuetude before I knew the Parliament House. 
He was, I think, one of the two or three, or at most the half- 
dozen, who still adliered to this privilege of their order ; and it 
has now, in all likelihood, become quite obsolete, like the an- 
cient custom, a part of the same system, for all Scotch barristers 
to appear without gowns or wigs, and in coloured clothes, when 
upon circuit. At noon, when the Court broke up, Peter Mathie- 
son was sure to be in attendance in the Parliament Close, and five 
minutes after, the gown had been tossed off, and Scott, rubbing 
his hands for glee, was under weigh for Tweedside. On this occa- 
sion, he was, of course, in mourning ; but I have thought it worth 
while to preserve the circumstance of his usual Saturday's cos- 
tume. As we proceeded, he talked without reserve of the novel 
of The Monastery, of which he had the first volume with him : 
and mentioned, what he had probably forgotten when he wrote 
the Introduction of 1830, that a good deal of that volume had 
been composed before he concluded Ivanhoe. It was a relief, 

he said, to interlay the scenery most familiar to me, with the 
strange world for which I had to draw so much on imagination.^^ 
Next morning there appeared at breakfast John Ballantyne, 
who had at this time a hunting-box a few miles off, in the vale 
of the Leader — and with him Mr. Constable, his guest ; and it 
being a fine clear day, as soon as Scott had read the Church 
service and one of Jeremy TayloPs sermons, we all sallied out, 
before noon, on a perambulation of his upland territories j Maida 
and the rest of the favourites accompanying our march. At 
starting we were joined by the constant henchman, Tom Purdie 
— and I may save myself the trouble of any attempt to describe 
his appearance, for his master has given us an inimitably true 
one in introducing a certain personage of his Kedgauntlet : — 
He was, perhaps, sixty years old j yet his brow was not much 
furrowed, and his jet black hair was only grizzled, not whitened, 
by the advance of age. All his motions spoke strength una- 
bated ; and though rather undersized, he had very broad shoul- 
ders, was square made, thin-flanked, and apparently combined 
in his frame muscular strength and activity ; the last somewhat 
impaired, perhaps, by years, but the first remaining in full 
vigour. A hard and harsh countenance ; eyes far sunk under 
projecting eyebrows, which were grizzled like his hair ; a wide 
mouth, furnished from ear to ear with a range of unimpaired 
teeth of uncommon whiteness, and a size and breadth which 
might have become the jaws of an ogre, completed this delight- 
ful portrait.” Equip this figure in ScotPs castoff green, jacket, 
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te departed from the text, adding . 


‘But if Bluestockings here vnu • 

The Great Unknown won’t /i? 

^ oine with you. 
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neither. I’ll be sworn, would the Sheriff^” ^ » ' +1, 

the Sheriff, “ we’ll let sleeping dogs be Tn » 
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from the moment that the Sheriff got swelled within 1 
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trees ought to be cut down in a bed <444 J.^. ^ 

and Scott seemed somewhat ruffled passed ; 
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Tom^s mull was produced, and the^liQ^?^ ^ quoth the Sheriff. 
I was much diverted with Tom’s heho • ^®sumed its position. 
TA«,p.hftd Ahhotsford. There ^^^lour when we at length 


readied Abbotsford. There were when we at length 

green in front of the cottage porch cf burden chairs on the 
them to enjoy the view of his new down on one of 

2 A ^ower as it gleamed in the 
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TOM PUBDIE. 
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wan H(H>n as a sort, ai' friond too, and was snre to 

liav(^ a. kind Httla collocfny to himscdf at aoitiing and going. 
With all this, Scott was a v<*ry rigid cnfon^cr of discipline — 
contrived to make it thoroughly umlerstood hy all about him, 
that they luuBt do their part by him as he did his hy them; 
and the rcstdt was happy. I newer krn^w any man so well 
•scrvi^l as he was so (airefully, so n^spectfully, and so silmd.ly ; 
and I cannot Indp doubting if in any departnumt of human 
optu’aiioua imi kindness ever compromistHl real dignity. 
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extremely unfortunate that Sir Thomas filled in the figxire 
from a separate sketch after he had quitted London. When I 
first saw the head, I thought nothing could be better ; fc-Qt 
there was an eyident change for the worse when the pictnre 
appeared in its finished state — for the rest of the person ttad 
been done on a different scale, and this neglect of proportion 
takes considerably from the majestic effect which the Lead 
itself, and especially the mighty pile of forehead, had in 
nature. I hope one day to see a good engraying of the Lead 
alone, as I first saw it floating on a dark sea of canyas. 

Lawrence told me seyeral years afterwards that, in Inis 
opinion, the two greatest men he had painted were the Dixke 
of Wellington and Sir Walter Scott; ^^and it was odd,” said 
he, that they both chose usually the same hour for sitting* — 
seyen in the morning. They were both as patient sitters as I 
eyer had. Scott, howeyer, was, in my case at least, a very 
difficult subject. I had selected what struck me as his noblest 
look ; but when he was in the chair before me, he talked away 
on all sorts of subjects in his usual style, so that it cost me 
great pains to bring him back to solemnity, when I had. to 
attend to anything beyond the outline of a subordinate featiare. 
I soon found that the surest recipe was to say something tliat 
would lead him to recite a bit of poetry. I used to introdxice 
by hook or by crook a few lines of Campbell or Byron; he was 
sure to take up the passage where I left it, or cap it by some- 
thing better — and then — when he was, as Dry den says of 
one of his heroes, 

‘ Made up of three parts fire — so full of heaven 
It sparkled at his eyes’ — 


then was my time — and I made the best use I could of it. 
The hardest day^s work I had with him was once when — - — ^ 
accompanied him to my painting room. was in particu- 

larly gay spirits, and nothing would serve him but keeping 
both artist and sitter in a perpetual state of merriment by 
anecdote upon anecdote about poor Sheridan. The anecdotes 
were mostly in themselves black enough — but the style of the 
conteur was irresistibly quaint and comical. When Scott ca^me 
next, he said he was ashamed of himself for laughing so miach 
as he listened to them ; ^for truly quoth he, ^if the tithe waa 
fact, might have said to Sherry — as Lord Braxfield oxLce 


1 A distinguished Whig friend. 




niitit 1 iwrr 

illmttmfB liiiil ln^ft iJiii mmm m 








(^hiiiitrfy f<»r tliiit buiii whii'li im* Ihi 

(Mint tif iiiont finally hs ;i!i 

IllillglfHl in \m HitIi*. <1i;liitiri 

wmibl sit. t« him wm rt»iiisiiiiiiii%'it**4 tlu'<ni;:li AU.m 
hum, i4m*lc «>f ilm wurks in ll«» griMt 

Hoimsi Allan,*' in his mrly sli'ii's, \%lirH h 

n. HtmuHiiiwon in Nithmlnlm ii 

Eiliiilmrgh, fhr th«* si>h^ |mr|»4*si* i4‘ smiif? !hf‘ ;ii4ii 
minii ns Im |»3iHsr*ti ahmg tli** Hi* %%‘ah sh 

of a ci^nhrif y *»f his own, nml liioi tiioiili«»in**l to fits 
|nir|MiHtM>f nilliiig on Hroil. to ilmisk him f*»r 
niigo ho liinl wshvoil, through ii roiiiiiiini frioiisl, rin 
of ihiwo *Mloiiiiuns Ilf Nittisiliilo fiml lliillottiiy iHm 
first miido his liiloitis kiiowii to il$«^ imliliP, 

iimhriMmil lliiii o|inor|.iinlty of mnm*ymg to liii 

ahoriihi^il aiiitiitioii of tiwilidlifig lii.fi lii’^aitl ; itml Hm 
aanoiit^cl to tlm rtaftoriiif iwimmml ** It itim iilioiil 
'morning/’ iiiys .Mr, (h.itiiiiiigliii;tii, «*tlitit: ! notil in s 
him at Mlm fhiitiorgim’is in Ihroiiilillf . Ii Innt mil 
a mi'iuitii, wlion I hoiinl ii rjtiiok lioiii’y ito|i r«ifiiiig, 
mtm\ htilciing onl tHiih liiimli, ns wns Ins oiislrnii, i 
m ho |»riMSt4 iiiino — ^ Allini ihitiiiiiiftiiiiii, I mu i 
you/ ..I mill soitmiliing/* rcititiiitios Hr, r., ^‘iilioiii 
urt.i I frit in tomdiing tim hii.mi lliiit. Iiml rliiiriinnl ii: 
.'Hn imivr*d liis hiiml, liiiil otm of his roimr ,i. 
< Ay — ami a hig hrown ha'mt 'il Is/ I wm fi litllo 
first j Hnott sair ii, ami |iiit ttio il my ; ! 
{Siwor— I hull iiJtiitmt taillmt it lli« iirt, liiil* arl it iri 
winning ono’s Imiiri, mA roilofliii mm% imnlliltutro.., i 
niiiii I owr tiwl/’ 

(Jhaniroy’i Itai'l Iwm tliii iiiitio im 1*1 wr 

ioi» m pcmiiral }ihftsis of tlit i muI 

pof^t first iat, ho jirtsassloil to iiimtol flio liitmi I 
wamiii gm¥isly amt itiloiiinlf „ Tfiii tell llitii 
hml Eiiitiiist and griitifioir ImiUi, iiul iirliiiiilolf i 
Clhwlwy lhat iimtt wiwiltl iftittiii tmi 

Mia p«it momiag liefiw limy 
atmlio* Ha iht 'inflteiici®, mttil 

a^a in T?c*rliih»t fciiitiil two cir tJifi*ii mm\ 

l«ianililoci to <i|li#», liii iilil 'frip. 

Ilihir* Tim hrwdtfait wa«| m tiiy in U 







MRS. J, a. LOCKHART. 

El4(9%t fi««ighfE)r wf S»f 



Chantrey's house was sure to be, a gay one, and not baying 
seen Heber in particular for several years, Scott^s spirits were 
unusually excited. In the midst of tlie mirth (says Cunning- 
ham) John (commonly called Jack) Fuller, the member for 
Surrey, and standing jester of the House of Commons, came 
in. Heber, who was well acquainted with the free and joy- 
ous character of that worthy, began to lead him out by relat- 
ing some festive anecdotes : Fuller growled approbation, and 
indulged us with some of his odd sallies ; things which he 
assured us ^ were damned good, and true too, which was better.^ 
Mr. Scott, who was standing when Fuller came in, eyed him 
at first with a look grave and considerate ; but as the stream 
of conversation flowed, his keen eye twinkled brighter and 
brighter ; his stature increased, for he drew himself up, and 
seemed to take the measure of the hoary joker, body and soul. 
An hour or two of social chat had meanwhile induced Ohantrey 
to alter his views as to the bust, and when Scott left us, he 
said to me privately, ^ This will never do — I shall never be 
able to please myself with a perfectly serene expression. I 
must try his conversational look, take him when about to 
break out into some sly funny old story.^ As Chantrey said 
this, he took a string, cut ofl the head of the bust, put it into 
its present position, touched the eyes and mouth slightly, and 
wrought such a transformation, that when Scott came to his 
third sitting, he smiled and said — ^Ay, ye’re mair like 
yoursel now ! — Why, Mr. Chantrey, no witch of old ever 
performed such cantrips with clay as this.^’’ 

The baronetcy was conferred on him, not in consequence of 
any Ministerial suggestion, but by the King personally, and of 
his own unsolicited motion; and when the poet kissed his 
hand, he said to him — "I shall always reflect with pleasure 
on Sir Walter Scott’s having been the first creation of my reign.” 

The Gazette announcing this was dated March 30, 1820 ; and 
the Earonet, as soon afterwards as he could get away from 
Lawrence, set out on his return to the North; for he had such 
respect for the ancient prejudice (a classical as well as a 
Scottish one) against marrying in May, that he was anxious to 
have the ceremony in which his daughter was concerned, over 
before that unlucky month should commence. He reached Edin- 
burgh late in April, and on the 29th of that month he gave 
me the hand of his daughter Sophia. The wedding, more 
Scotico, took place in the evening; and adhering on all such 
occasions to ancient modes of observance with the same punc- 
tiliousness which he mentions as distinguishing his worthy 
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guiltless of inksted, the exercise of hospitality upon this sort 
of scale is found to impose a heavy tax ; few of them, now-ar 
days, think of maintaining it for any large portion of the 
year : very few indeed below the highest rank of the nobility 
— in whose case there is usually a staff of led-captains, led- 
chaplains, servile dandies, and semi-professional talkers and 
jokers from London, to take the chief part of the burden. 
Now, Scott had often in his mouth the pithy verses 

“ Conversation is but carving: — 

Give no more to every guest, 

Than he’s able to digest : 

Give him always of the prime, 

And but little at a time ; 

Carve to all but just enough, 

Let them neither starve nor stuff ; 

And that you may have your due^ 

Let your neighbours carve for you : ” 

and h.e, in Ms own familiar circle always, and in other circles 
where it was possible, furnished a happy exemplification of 
these rules and regulations of the Dean of St. Patricks. But 
the same sense and benevolence which dictated adhesion to 
them among his old friends and acquaintance, rendered it 
necessary to break them when he was receiving strangers of 
the class I have described above at Abbotsford: he felt that 
their coming was the best homage they could pay to his celeb- 
rity, and that it would have been as uncourteous in him not 
to give them their fill of his talk, as it would be in your every- 
day lord of manors to make his casual guests welcome indeed 
to his venison, but keep his grouse-shooting for his immediate 
allies and dependants. 

Every now and then he received some stranger who was 
not indisposed to take his part in the carving; and how 
good-humouredly he surrendered the lioMs share to any one 
that seemed to covet it — with what perfect placidity he sub- 
mitted to be bored even by bores of the first water, must have 
excited the admiration of many besides the daily observers of 
his proceedings. I have heard a spruce Senior Wrangler lect- 
ure him for half an evening on the niceties of the Greek epi- 
gram ; I have heard the poorest of all parliamentary blunderers 
try to detail to him the pros and cons of what he called the 
Truck system; and in either case the same bland eye watched 
the lips of the tormentor. But, with such ludicrous excep- 
tions, Scott was the one object of the Abbotsford pilgrims ; and 
evening followed evening only to shew him exerting, for their 
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crowning motive witli half that moiety. As for countrymen 
of his own, like him ennobled, in the higher sense of that 
word, by the display of their intellectual energies, if any one 
such contemporary can be pointed out as having crossed the 
Tweed, and yet not spent a day at Abbotsford, I shall be 
surprised. 

It is needless to add, that Sir Walter was familiarly known, 
long before the days I am speaking of, to almost all the 
nobility and higher gentry of Scotland; and conseq[uently, 
that there seldom wanted a fair proportion of them to assist 
him in doing the honours of his country. It is still more 
superfluous to say so respecting the heads of his own profes- 
sion at Edinburgh: Sibi et amicis — Abbotsford was their villa 
whenever they pleased to resort to it, and few of them were 
ever absent from it long. He lived meanwhile in a constant 
interchange of easy visits with the gentlemen’s families of 
Teviotdale and the Eorest ; so that mixed up with his super- 
fine admirers of the Mayfair breed, his staring worshippers 
from foreign parts, and his quick-witted coevals of the Parlia- 
ment House — there was found generally some hearty home- 
spun laird, with his dame, and the young laird — a bashful 
bumpkin, perhaps, whose ideas did not soar beyond his gun 
and pointer — or perhaps a little pseudo-dandy, for whom the 
Kelso race-course and the Jedburgh ball were Life and the 
World. To complete the ollapodrida, we must remember that 
no old acquaintance, or family connexions, however remote 
their actual station or style of manners from his own, were 
forgotten or lost sight of. He had some, even near relations, 
who, except when they visited him, rarely if ever found admit- 
tance to what the haughty dialect of the upper world is pleased 
to designate exclusively as society. These were welcome guests, 
let who might be under that roof ; and it was the same with 
many a worthy citizen of Edinburgh, habitually moving in an 
obscure circle, who had been in the same class with Scott at 
the High School, or his fellow-apprentice when he was proud 
of earning threepence a page by the use of his pen. To dwell 
on nothing else, it was surely a beautiful perfection of real 
universal humanity and politeness, that could enable this great 
and good man to blend guests so multifarious in one group, 
and contrive to make them all equally happy with him, with 
themselves, and with each other. 

I remember saying to William Allan one morning as the 
whole party mustered before the porch after breakfast — A 
faithful sketch of what you at this moment see, would be 
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in the 76th year of his age, with a w^hite hat turned up with 
green, green spectacles, green jachet, and long brown leathern 
gaiters buttoned upon his nether anatomy, wore a dog-whistle 
round his neck, and had all over the air of as resolute a 
devotee as the gay captain of Huntley Burn. Tom Purdie and 
his subalterns had preceded us by a few hours with all the 
greyhounds that could be collected at Abbotsford, Darniek, 
and Melrose ; but the giant Maida had remained as his mas- 
ter’s orderly, and now gambolled about Sibyl G-rey, barking 
for mere joy like a spaniel puppy. 

The order of march had been all settled, and the sociable was 
just getting under weigh, when the Lady Amie broke from the 
line, screaming with laughter, and exclaimed — Papa, papa, I 
knew you could never think of going without your pet.” — 
Scott looked round, and I rather think there was a blush as 
well as a smile upon his face, when he perceived a little black 
pig frisking about his pony, and evidently a self-elected addi- 
tion to the party of the day. He tried to look stern, and 
cracked his whip at the creatxnre, but was in a moment obliged 
to join in the general cheers. Poor piggy soon found a strap 
round its neck, and was dragged into the background : — Scott, 
watching the retreat, repeated writh mock pathos the first verse 
of an old pastoral song — 

“ What will I do gin my hoggie ^ die ? 

My joy, iny pride, my hoggie 1 
My only beast, I had nae mae, 

And wow I but I was YOgie 1 ” 

— the cheers were redoubled — and the sq[uadron moved on. 

This pig had taken — nobody could tell how — a most senti- 
mental attachment to Scott, and was constantly urging its pre- 
tensions to be admitted a regular member of his tail along with 
the greyhounds and terriers ; but indeed I remember him suf- 
fering another summer under the same sort of pertinacity on 
the part of an affectionate hen. I leave the explanation for 
philosophers — but such were the facts. I have too much re- 
spect for the vulgarly calumniated donkey to name him in the 
same category of pets with the pig and the hen ; but a year or 
two after this time, my wife used to drive a couple of these 
animals in a little garden chair, and whenever her father ap- 
peared at the door of our cottage, we were sure to see Hannah 

1 Hog signifies in the Scotch dialect a young sheep that has never been 
shorn. Hence, no doubt, the name of the Poet of Ettrick — derived from 
a long line of shepherds. 
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iltdainod at t ho foot. <d’ t.lu* hill. 

1 iuivt‘ HtMui Sir iium[diry in many plaoc^B, and in company 
<d‘ many diftoront tlosoript ions ; but lu'vtu' to smdi advantage as 
at Abbtitsfonh llis host ainl hi^ (hdightod in oaoh otluu', and 
tlu' inudt\sty of tludr muinal admiration was a imuuorabh^ spoc- 
iaoh\ Davy was liy naturi* a potd. — a.nd Sooth though any- 
thing Imt a philosophor in tin* motlorn mmso of that torm, 
inighh I think it vory likoly, luivo [mrsuod the study of physh 
tail Hoionoo with zoal and sm‘o<‘ss, had lu^ (dianotHl to fall in 
witii smdi an instrmd.or as Sir Humphry wtadd luivc^ Ihmui to 
him, iu his ourly lifo, Kaoh strovi* to audio tho <ithor talk — 
and ihoy did so in turn moro charmingly tluin I twa*r luMird 
cdt hor on any ot hm’ oo<‘asion whatsoovm*. Scott in his romantic 
narratives tomdusl a dts^por chord <»f fooling than usual, when 
In' had such a listonor as Davy; atal Davy, when indmaal to 
opf'u Ids vii'WH upon any (pmstioii of si’ioutiiio inU'rosi in 
Hoott's proHomu', did so with a tlogroo <d‘ clear onorgoiio ('lo- 
ifuonoo, and with a. flow of imagery and iliuBtratiotg cd' whi(di 
neither his lialntual tone of talde talk (loasi of all in lauulon), 
nor any <»f his prose writingn (exeepi, ituleod, the poathumous 
< ‘onsolations nf TraveD eouid suggc'st an mlotpiaitMiotiorL I 
say Ids |U‘t>se writings ■■■- for who that has rt'iul his suhlimo 
cpiairains <»u tin' tloeirim' td Sjiijiom catulcmhi that ho might 
have iiidteil, if he had pli'amsl, in staae grout didactic, poomi 
the vigorous raiioeinaiton of Drytlon ami tin' iimriil majoHiy 
Ilf \VtirtlHwairt-li ? I remember William Laidlaw whisper- 
iiig to im% one idkdit, when their “ ni.pt talk*' had kept 
the oirolt' round tlm lire until long after the usual bedtima 
Ilf Abbotsford pri'serve uh! tldn is a v«wy superior 
fM'oaaion ! FJi, sirs!** he itdtled, eoeking his eye lilke a bird, 
“I Wonder if Hhakspeare anil Ihwmu ever met to sm’tw ilk 
cither up ? ** 

SiiN*i^ 1 liiiva^ t.rniolied on thfi subjeetof Sir Whdier's aittunmaJ 
diversions in tliese his latt.er yearn, I may a« wadi notice here 
two annual fiiitivalii when ii>ort was made his pretext for 



aKHt’iabliHg hla rural iirn.:lih»uf :i .lUmt Itiiii 
uul ;ui»l tuiisllv !»% 

mu!»»iiui l«»Mt **i liHliiiii.: f»‘r iIh'^ 

iind tluur inriliftilt'tl I i*** :i< 

liUil IIMW, III Inn rufisiiri'lni 

cH‘t‘r hy thi^ Shi^ritf. i'lmtlrn l*ur«lir. Ih'mIIii 

(p]irt!v an li'HH***') ttf till* KjilsiPUi fiu- tiirt-i* 

of tlioTwoiui* iiirluililirt nil ilir ii .itrr a!!,4*'ls»’4 !*» 
AhHutHftird, lliilii-, luiii Alhivii; nii*! tlio^ fr-i.iii .il 

illWiHliOtl witll H Virw, uflirr i“tO,inl4r-|,itli 

piumiug him for thr atfouioui li«^ 
mtrtlH or flour viNitur.'s tioil rho-?v«^ t*» nil 

hankn or fho l«*ut, \%ithiii tui* jiiniolniiiui 
till* Hiol otlior |irrr;iu!uuoo gi’lirrnllv ni'rorr4 
of Hpoi't^ for tho groat niHHva’r^iiry ; nisil tliiui lli*- 
iwmuiihlod t4i rognlo mi tlio omvlv riPiglil |»rr_^ , h 
ami roiiHtiHl iti oviu'v vari«4.v of l*oii 

old imli, mljoiliiiig riiiirlioh-* rollago ui |l«44iiiilr, i»r 
litargiii id iho Twomh iilunil n inilf iiinno AI4«'» 
Imnnuoi tiMik phioo oartmr in liio <hiy «*r Inlor, 
fnrtniiimtiwitmn ; Imi it tjfioii likHioil till t!io lyiivr^i 
on tho iovolv mmiio anil ifii ri’vid to rit, llif’-iio f« 
that wmihl fiavo tiono nts In Wnllraii 

Indtor Itaml liiiii paiiitoil lli«* in tl»o In 

Tho Moiiioik^ry : *— ** I hi oj*|*offito liank t*f tln^ 
Imi hoou tho riuiiiiiim of aiinmit. luirlo-fiiifpn, finrrmii 
moron ami iwlotri*on of luniindt^fiiliio 11ir 

formoil tlio <*rt»ftn or anihlo gnmml of ii 
t«» a ninglo lmt» tlio iilwnlo of m lirihmiiiiin m lio iil; 
fin*ry« Tim oottiigon, m’oti tli«^ rlinrrli wlnrli onrtt ^ 
havo nunk into vontigoa IniTtlly to !»'- Iriiml miilim 
«pot, ilw inhahitaiita having grinhiiillv willnlriiwii 
pronjioronn tiiwii of l#itliwliiidi«» wlnrfi lian rmrii si 
tion within two iiiilon of Ihmr fioi||lilioiirio««i 
fild, howovor, haa tiniiiiitoil tlif» ilimrrtnl 
kihigi t4i aiijiidy tho wiint of ilio itiistial Umim 
cliiitirtel it Tim rtitimil ntid itosisdii 

iid® hiw Immmi long Wlirvotl tn lniiinlid hi tin 
ttiii iltiin liroiwl inirnmt «if tim Tumt wlirrliiig 
fonnti tliii fmtl of tlm w$tlt Ihr niiii 

oriflnaJly |ilati^ii fur atmllor r*itiiid tim * 

©fii bill now firoaimtitig tlmoirof of %r*i«irfrsi . 
grofiii, ill iiti tlm idott mlnrh oiit* m’irtild fortn ii 
for a swai Obemn and ttni^ui Mat* inigiit Im 


1'hi'ro evt'uings wh^n llns HiuH’taior iniglit bolievOj with 
I<"aih(‘r (■huut’<a% that, tla? 

* i^nvvn i)f Fata’y, 

With harp, uu<l pipis and Hyiuphoiiy, 

Wfrt' dvvt'lliiig ill tlu' plarr.^ ” 

StniH‘tiuH\s I ha avan'mg alonail wit !ia‘* Inirning of ilia water;” 
utul than tin' SliaritT, though now not ho ugila as whan lu'. praa- 
iiaad that rough sjort in iht» <*arly tinu*H <jf AHhi'stit'h wan sura 
to ha one oi' tha party in ilu^ boat,— held a iondi, or pinduipH 
took tha halm, —and saainad to <mjoy iln^ whole thing as 
heartily an iht^ youngast of his aoinpany — 

’Tis blyitn’ along the mid night iidr, 

Witii Hlnhvurt arm Uu' luiat to guide - 
<hi high the da*/./, ling hla/t* to rear, 

Aud heedful plunge tha Imrhed Hju'ar; 

Hoek, wo<hI, and aeaiir, mnerging bright, 

Fling fui tha Ht ream tlndr nuhly ligiit, 

Ainl from the i)iiuk our hand appears 
lake (liudi armed with th’ry Hpearn.” ^ 

I'ha othi*r ^‘HUparior oaajtsion” laum* laim* in iht' Baanon; tha 
IJHth <d’ ()ahd>ai% fin* hirtlnlay of iSir Waltar’.s ahlant son, wan, 
I think, that usually salaattui for tfu* AiihtftHjhrd Hunt, 'ThiH 
was a mtursiug itahl on a larg<' saahs inalmUng, witli as many 
of tha young gantry us plaamal to attimti, all Smitt’s parmmal 
favouritas among tha yt'ornau ami farmars <»f tha HurroumUng 
aoinitry, 1'ha Sharilf always took tlu' Ihdth hut latiarly da- 
vol vad tln^ aomiuand upon his good friand Mr, tioliii Ushar, 
tha I'K'lairil of 1'id’ihahi; ami la* aould not have Inul a more 
nkilfiil ora hatttn* huminirml liautmuint. 'ria^ luint took plima 
ait-har on tha mooni ahova tha ( htnldHhiahtH* Loalgtir ovtu* mana 
t»f ilia hills on tha astata of <iala, and wa lunl t'ommotily, are 
wa raiurnad, harim amnigh to Hupnly ilia wift^ of avary farmer 
that aif.amlad wii.h houji for a wmdi bdhnying. Tlia wfioh^ than 
ttimni at Ahh-oinfunl, tha Shm’ilT in tha aliair, Adam Farguamm 
aroiiidar, and Ihnidnit* ddunnpmm, of aonrHi\ tdiaplaiiu Claorga, 
by ih«^ way, was himmdf an t*agar pariaktu’ in tiia prcdiminary 
»nort; ami now ha would favour hh with a gnma, in Burniiii 
jmrasa a« long m my arm,” lM*ginning with thanks to ilia 
Almighty, who liatl given man thmdiiion over ilia fowls of tlm 
air, ami ilia baiiHis of ilni fiahl, anti axpaiiaiing on tlii» text 
with 80 Imndimi a aoiiimant4iry, that Htaiii, wlio hiwl la«m fum- 

* Bill Pmiimi royal 8f©, p. 694, 
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tiliiii! Willi lii.’j hm}^ U'h-ir 1 

liri|5 r- Liltai U1 a'» h*' m if ^ 

flullk ll.»4 <• J »i f li*. 1; tls^ '- ' < ■ % '• 

|♦:un , Ii.i4 !*■ u V , t , ’, 

uiiii^'r lljUi\ VA nvi^.a\--rr, .ut'l •■•• 4'-,* \ 

‘riis" fs%vn! %% Ah nvji'li ;|-S s, 

flip fsHil Ilf till' UlUlr, A a |.»,.ri4 \>% i‘ 

l»| |li4l'»“'- *iiUll|i ilil4 li i! 4 h «' i ! r i|4i«'4 .U.A'ji 

.^lirli h||li! AA i-t »*«•■•.'«■, fui*.*-'? t, .1 .1 

lii^iid, ilipl Hi*' rs 1 i ! .ij h :4 f-;* nfi%- r* 

Ilf pnir ilirtlii’ii. I’m.m .ui4 I, 

iilhki'k uhifr |44'«I4 'h 4*/'J, AIaI | •'■! i I 

furilii*»l itir '.r* \lr' .ii/i rli*-' ! ,1 . 

iliiring duiuj-f, ]jh 1 Ihrt?* ^%.|># |i‘iriiiv i 4 |'■4*r? 
thimi' Im llp'v "rin'' 

ta:i?it4| oil 4,^ if tlss'V l|#’|i| Vl.ufrr "TtiO’ 

tiywli^ II li'W ruillHifi *4 till-' l»:ilt fla’ hait« 

Miwiti tn'riiiiir rliiliir.»rritiii, 14%'** oi w 

mill j»lliriH| iiiiili'r tli»’ f4«|*f^^miiio!i I»f f’%|»f«rs<aii‘a* 
iiiiiMif \n^tnyi Kffra'li .Si4o|»l 

thf? «'»f til*’ rV«''rs}H^* roiaiiJt’SM'rl III ,:*«« 

lili«l ||lt*wr4 tilir vil li*/* 

nhiyriiiiiii f4*l*l Iuh rlvh^mi ,?itori*-n i»f tnr-Al I 

I!igli!nii«l ; Krru-wfrt^iiti mil 
liir !Mitt!i»fi illy Ji|.|iiaii ; fh*’ ninhi iirl |»iti« 

thiHf llini Wiisli»r*ii Hforiii, itarinli ■H"-iti 

l«ij>4iiii *»f tlp’ N'lirilaiiiiU'rl.iktil fi 

lllilll WIW }4fl»«'k*’<l ||«*W11 f4sr lljr T}oli;* lliiil li 

tiMili |»li*4.Hiir*» ill Hl«rrifl ‘iulofstis 

(ii rhwrfiil, linirty, tia'iii, witfi li ti'inirlhtiut 

inftM'*iiiiii.?i Imiglii ■ g^iv*' un iurk flir < 

tidh hm fiddm d riii4 ; Iimi llioiiaw ^ W; 

iliiin|i!p liiiil Jiw«i«tiiiit ill Ilr»r4i.r ;iiol i; 

wiltifiwi II Hvill ill fir' ‘fiarlrflv .i^lfl ih 

li0 wiw mill'll (fliiittgh i iloiilit if li3fi tiiil' ‘A 4 
thii iiiirii««lhinrtliif, Imil iIip 
ktmmm iii jM'rfmti*iii * |ii*«lni ^ 4 I' 

cir f?it» Afi* mmm aipl, ii^ »|«!r . i u& ini 
mttlrlml iHwylMnU- 4 ' 4 *i!f 4 i «*4 
tlui imtlumtif Itb tmlliwl; iIip 4, nh t ^ 

mmm erf Mciem^g iwii*tpr|itprr . , ,i 

jiHiKHl ill itofiW 4rfi»fr*il liiiiirttii flgr liWiI 

gaUttBt eroupiwf etDWtwa tbr Imi twwl »»!!»' J 


<frt ///// / luiaxino souh^ nmaH, INiri.sian mivanl'—mnno 
(!r«‘:nuy pedant of Halle or Hei<lelherf 4 :i bra-taud' stray ynung 
Lords from tKford or t 'aiidjrnlire, or p<‘rha.pH ilndr prini (*ollego 
tutors, |>lanted Inna* and there amidst t,h(*si‘ rustic* wa.ssaiUu*H» ^ 
this being their iirst. vision of t.iu* aut.lior of Marinion a.nd 
Ivaidiocs amd he appearing as heartily a.|. home in tin' set‘m^ as 
if he had iMsm a. veritable Ihtmiir himself his fa(*t* ra.dia,nt.. 
Ids latigh gay as ehildlnuHh his elnaais always ready. And so 
it. proec*ede«i until sonn* worthy, wiio had iiftecm or twenty 
niih‘s t<» ride lioim*, b«’ga.n ta> insinua-tc* that, ids wite and bairns 
would b(» g<d<t.ing sori*ly anxious ahoui tin* fords, and the* Ihnu- 
pies and tfoildins w<u*i^ at last, hcaird m‘ighing at th(% gate, and 
it. was voted t-hat the lumr had eoim* for (Un'k an f/oma7/ ~-ihe 
stirrupauip d.<> wit, a. bumpeu* all nnmd of tin*. unmitiga.ted 
iH(unii(thi How tiny* all eontrivcal to get honn^ in safety, 

Heaven only knows but I neveu* lu'ard of a.ny s(‘rious a<‘eid(mi 
t'xeept. upon oiu' o<’easi<m, wln‘n ♦Ianu‘s Hogg inadt* a b(‘t. at 
starting that in* would leap over his wall t‘y(‘d pony as she 
Htcjod, and broke his nost» Iw this exp(*rinn‘nt of ‘M)k‘rvuidting 
ambition.” tim* c’omely goodwife, far olf aiiumg tlu^ hills, 
amused Sir W’alter by telling 1dm, tin* next, tinn* lu* passed 
fier honu'Htead aftm* one of tlu*s«* jolly doings, what iu'r 
husbamr.s iirst. words wens' wlu'u In* alighlt'd at Ids own door 
— Aide, my wtunan, Tni iM*ady for my bed and <di lass (In^ 
gallantly adib*d), I wisli I eouhl slee'p for a townnmt, for 
there’s <ndy at' thijig in this warld worth living for, and 
that’s tin* Ablsdslord Hunt!” 

It may well bt* snppo.sed that tin* Pri'sitlent tjf the Ihahlsitle 
b'estival anti tin* AbbtU.sftu’d Htud did not omit tlu' good tdd 
eustom of (hv Kirn. Mvery N(»vendH*r, liefort' tpiitting the 
(uaintry for Ivdinburgli, in* gavi* a ind'rvnt hom(\ <m the most 
appri»vetl mtHlel td' !ornn*r days, tt) all tin' pt*asantry on Ids 
ostattg tlndr fritmtis ami kiinlrt'd, ami us many poor neigldHUirs 
besides as liis barn eonld ln»ld. Ht're tdd a.nd young daneed 
frtuu sunset to Hunrist*, .-—fHdin <d’ Skye’s bagpipt' lM‘iug rtv 
lieved ui iutervals by the vitdin of stune Wumbnang Willie; 
and tin' hdrtl and ail Ids family wms' priwmi tbtring the tsirly 
part of tin', t*vening ■-•In* a,ml Ids wile to distrilnib' t.In* t'tm- 
tents td’ tin' first tub td' whisky''pt**a*h, and his young pt*oph' it^ 
fcakt* their dut' «har«' in ilm endh'SH nsds and hornniptss of tin' 
earthen floor. As Mr. Mtmriit Ims said td' him as at' appea.red 
at Laird Nt|»iy*s kirn of earlier days, to wit nesH the (cor- 
diality of luK reception might have unht'ni a iidmauthrope,” 
III' had his private joke for every old wife or *‘gausio (*.arle/* 



han<l Mild lu.*t th** »d hnlv /iiinllf 

frcHii AhlHtt.Htuwn or tin nMait-l* 

1'Ih» wlltdiMjf t-hv aiifiolt! »d' ihr fl.o? »lo;v:^ 4;) fliry 

a-ft' i%'ill«’d ill »Srotl:i{id, u|i!.aitii*d 4 ! A .! 14 d, !!»' 

Hail! t(> w;w |/fH’rOfio/» and Ut^ild Ii4l*' !r!l it r| 5 

UlUHJlufuiilildr, IH»t lu lii*" lit-a ^*M.r ni flu* «•! 

Ilia I'aiidl V, itttd a f«nv old f'nru»i-., nith fh*- .uiii4»4ij. -.roil lilMti'nii 
cd* SI kv( pini ^ hlll ut all iho r*«lr".*T|4*»'d f*-U'iiinUir>i »>! llii- 
iillio lituir^ KilA't* Idlll HUrli dollidif flir -iriSf In* rr’ri'l'.ri| 

SiH iiHitii from all list* rlnldini Mil hi'j *"‘>1 at*’, s»ii flu’ Li a UiMi ii 

iiig of i*vt»ry ntHM*mU«‘r iii fh»’ wuida m| .us uliu'uri^ 

poid, oflmi <|tioti‘d i»y turn, 


»* lijiirim Misjg aii’l , 

At ill*’ liii* fta* " 


Tlio followiiii^' in 11 ii*'w - v»’ar*H day Irtirr In Joainiii 

IliullUK IdiimSrotli^ili lid»t»ur«*r iii lioi isaltiral 'ti.iilr pvr- 
liapH ono td tht^ iiittdlsi^p’iii iind land h*4y t«’»l i»f 

lumuin biniip ; mid in truth I havo liuoir^d my Mihi-r lialatM 
<if i^xpiuiHo vory mm*h hiim’o I tril th*^ luilui. of rjuplo^^ 
lllilio lioiii^fit iHHijilo. I wi^h you t-ould ha%'«’ firm iilwmt a 

hundml (duhfnuo bidiii^ rut indy nu|*|«»riri| 1»4' tlirjr 

fiithor^’ or tirothorH' liibour, down yo,itrrd 4 % to dam-o Iti 

tllO jdpOHi lUtd SI |iis»oo idA’sikt’ iiiot |iaiits*«'k, and |**'‘iirr .ipo'i'o 

(nt^ vi*rj cioiidly !ari|or 4 fn m iMumur «d /oy/nniioff/ I d*’*'iiUi^ 
to you, luy tioar frioml, lloii whiui I thosmtlil tlo-- jw«»r IrsllMW'i 
who kopt tlmHo rldhirou tm iimi!, itiifl widl |.iiiiglil, siud wrii 
hidiavml, wrr«^ i*iH%'UiK th*' wholo day for prnrr 

id- ilm imni, I Wiiii italiiiiurd nf linor i|i.iililn»i»% 
lUid <»f Ihtdr IwH’kn iiml Imiwj*. lint sifii^-r iiJh oip* d«w=H wiiiii 
imci cmti, liiicl it in iwimty fiiiudim^ mlmiild roiiifMiiald*-' 
miooniiiig to thidr wbltow ami hiilistw. ilian loilf iliai liiitiilrrr 
ahcnilci Ik! minod iilaivo ilirir aittiaiiiiii. Ih^Bidrs, likr Foiiniiin 
ia tlm ffiiry t 4 iti% I hiivo lay giftwl mrii ■■ ■ iho %% rr..:ii|rf 
ami cniilgOMjIii.yor -- i!$o rtituit’^r 1111*! limiM'r ■ ■ tip’ 
shot ill ihii liitlp diairsrt; lyiil, iia I lyii |iiifiiiil l« all lioinlf 
and athletb imnnnaos, iiti? gnml fiivoiinttift, oiiit^r- 

wiio (Itioiiit and lauiriiig ilndr finniltiPfi iiirr 4 ly. All 

tliii iiiiiilli of »imI ogiitiaiin Imi wlint vmt I ll•rllo to yoii iil»iiil 
mvci wliiit ii itfijairitioiit in my own lli«itigliifi? Ami in^'ro iiiii 
I, thiiiiiiiig old jdfiiitiitioiii ami pliiiiliiig iirw imp#; mm 
doing W'liiit liai Iwmii dtiito, and nmv duiitg wliiil I iujuif^p mi 
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one would do but myself, and accomplisbing all my magical 
transformations by the arms and legs of the aforesaid genii, 
conjured up to my aid at eighteen-pence a day.” 

The notable paradox,” he says in one of the most charming 
of his essays, “that the residence of a proprietor upon his 
estate is of as little consequence as the bodily presence of a 
stockholder upon Exchange, has, we believe, been renounced. 
At least, as in the case of the Duchess of Suffolk’s relationship 
to her own child, the vulgar continue to be of opinion that 
there is some difference in favour of the next hamlet and 
village, and even of the vicinage in general, when the squire 
spends his rents at the manor-house, instead of cutting a figure 
in France or Italy. A celebrated politician used to say he 
would willingly bring in one bill to make poaching felony, 
another to encourage the breed of foxes, and a third to revive 
the decayed amusements of cock-fighting and bull-baiting — 
that he would make, in short, any sacrifice to the humours and 
prejudices of the country gentlemen, in their most extravagant 
form, provided only he could prevail upon them to ^ dwell in 
their own houses, be the patrons of their own tenantry, and the 
fathers of their own children.’ ” ^ 

In September 1820 appeared The Abbot — the continuation, 
to a certain extent, of The Monastery, of which I barely 
mentioned the publication under the preceding March. I 
have nothing of any consequence to add to the information 
which the Introduction of 1830 affords us respecting the com- 
position and fate of the former of these novels. It was con- 
sidered as a failure — the first of the series on which any such 
sentence was pronounced ; — nor have I much to allege in 
favour of the White Lady of Avenel, generally criticised as 
the primary blot — or of Sir Percy Shafton, who was loudly, 
though not quite so generally, condemned. In either case, 
considered separately, he seems to have erred from dwelling 
(in the German taste) on materials that might have done very 
well for a rapid sketch. The phantom, with whom we have 
leisure to become familiar, is sure to fail — even the witch of 
Endor is contented with a momentary appearance and five 
syllables of the shade she evokes. And we may say the same 
of any grotesque absurdity in human manners. Scott might 
have considered with advantage how lightly and briefly Shak- 



III tiiMliin* iJ->r4in! 

{>f giviin.: aii«l li.iriiujuv hm ii.il ui .iH \ in 

jiialrn.il:*. r^iai Mur i*! hi'. ,il 4 r*i! mtii " 

- Iruf. thi*V rrlunr !tt ii|»^n4 : Nnluiis^ r,.i!i 
iti ri4||i'r|»tit»U» Hlili jiriiaiiiurH lu -tria.:* . If 

till'* Wtiilr MaitI ut Avriiri , l»u! thm 

\v!ki riitt’H tlii’ ritilid uhirh • h»r Arahv i * h<*uti4 ’ 

‘ |.r!^%rrl4 Aud h* 11. 

S*sJa«'thUSK nrill.rj hi '.«i li-'l trll,' 

wlantM^Kinlrurf n lniK»'i| |.^ .i!i ;tfi4 tmnnii.i 

\o ihr fniiiUtr.'i *'1 a i!r«'a\ rar.: fassal^ , ttln’ii ■arrti :i 
tliia dr.’U'riid'i !•» flMV»!n-4i |'rasdi-a .iial |>r»«ij;i.»ar'n a 
ji'Hf alHiul u tl}*” r^nn^v *4 *'1m mmjj 

rud«*lv arrrHfini, and Ur frr! .la if I hr 4iiillaa’ li..i»i |»al 
uid-faHlib^nrd |»lraHUiJtn id a ^ 

d'hr hratitiful nalural m'viwry, mul tin' .Hfrtiiar Sr* 
nrti'rH iiuti luanitrrH ifitri»*lurrti m I1ir , arr 

Hutfit'iriii to rialiiifii m-rii liiififalitra ; iiinh umI« 

iarliliiai fa liidii^vi’ that t! ^^ill iillliiiatidy *.»rra|iy 
|ilarn than Hmui’ rniiiaiirini riij*»yifuf hitln-rli'* .a far Ini,. 
tutinia ill wliit’li hr itiaki%^ ih-j usMlriiiil: 

Hir Watfnr IdiHMdl’ thiiUKdit widl <4 ’rii*’ m-lr 

fUii.HiHa! it. Wlliii ht? himi! iiir it «"M||}|i1'rtr' rii|iy, I f» 
hUi* id* pliprr lit. tlii* »d’ vrliiiii*- fir.f4, itn^iiu’ 

tVuju 'roiii MriiMina! l*» t ■■■ 

** rp ia* ia II fiiiik, hi|»|«*il ii i*.»ri|lifiil *4 hrmiply, 
And lit it nartia I - - any mhi* Ha.n4y 1 

lUul wluit.t»vrr iCfniuid In^ had i»rrii iiti|»}«wrt| l*i h»i 
MuuaKtrry, |iaH at Iniat <»f it wiia hy iliiH 

tii4|H'H’ially hvitHiiaml griitadul iiiid jijilhi'lir |»« annular 
Htaiiirt, 'f h«* raHtli? t»f landilma^i/* layfi ilir rhiri 

ahiiinr Adaiii, mn*n at maify liirti frpiii llir ia^iih,ri 
Illiiir-Adiiiii. Thin raatlis ri’iiiiiviirii itiitl alfi;4*i.r. r 
ilm citliam li\ my iminlilHiiirliwMh Uwmt^ iin tI 
im*.rf*ai«Hl iiiiaittuiii, and ii rniiiiiaiit rfJiiirr'Hii 

tlui luiilmr nf Wavnriny hail, liv liiw iniiiitliil*!** |«nirr 
atiiig idianadiir — liy hin rn^iilivp |»i«4ir limry iii »ri 
aenimn nf tiirbd inti^rnat— 'iwitt hy tln^ pjilntdMiir i4' I 
tin ih*Mnri{iti«riM, iiifuand ii mmm ilsi'i-rfiitiril und a <lr 
nf tnnliiig into th« hiatory cif Utmm r;i|ii 


^ Ada!|»lnw*i iMMm ia Mri^m $i 13. 


I Iluvi* ill! nHlucrni t i^^4 ioli from a ju’ivat^^ly 

priiitrd furlhf Jtuiiubh* tl own {’aniily and faiuiliar rricnulH, 
»Sir Wulinr nwiind It) inysnir at. tin' iinns that tln^ i(h‘a 
(»f 'riin Alilnd, flat! ari.st'ii in his mind (hiriuK" a. visit tn lUair- 
Adain. In tlin pa^ns th* tin* I ah* iisnlt, indta'd, tlm hna-utifid 
lunaliiioH «»f that nstatn. art‘ distintd ly nitadiniHah with an alha 
.sinn thn virtues and inaninn’s that, adornnd its niausinia siudi 
UH ninst havn hnnu inttnidnd tn aalisty tin* |K>s.st‘sst»r (it imnnuld 
ijavf had any dnuhts nn thn Hul^jta't) as to tin' a,nihnrship <d’ 
tliusn nn\adH. 

AUtait MidHtuninnr IHKh tln^fJudgn rncnivnd a. visit, from his 
innir rntaiinn William (’Inrk, Adam Ktn’^pissnn, Ids InnH'ditary 
friimd and i‘H|Ha‘ial ra,v<airit(\ and thnir liftdnn^^ intiniaUa S(‘nit. 
*rhny mmainiMl with him fnr two nr thrcH'j days, in th(‘ (‘niirsn 
nf whifh ilmy wann* all sn nnudi <hdi^ht«Hi with |.h(*ir host, and 
h«‘ witli tlnnm that it was nasnlvisl tn rnasstvinhlt^ thn 
with a ftnv utldiiitms, at tin' sanm snascm of (‘vc'ry fnlhnvini^ 
vnar. 'I’his was thn nrifdii (d* tlm lUair-Adain ( Hub, tim rt*gu- 
lar nmmhin’H td' whinli worn in nninbnr ninti. d'h<\y usually 
tamtrtvnd to munt nn a Friday; spcmt thn Katiualny in a rith^ 
tn Hunm sunim 4d' Idstnri^Nil inbu’cst wdthin an nasy <liHtan<*(*; 
nnjnynd a (piint Hunday at hnmn - duly aiinndini.? divim^ 
worship at thn Kirk (d* Clhdsh (nnt (’hnHhhntluun) - K^tvn 
iMnnday innrning tn aunthuranii(juarian (‘xaursinn, and rutunmd 
t(» KdinliurKh in timn fnr Um (hmrtscd’ 'rimsday. From l<Sld 
tn !H!i! imduHivi% Hir Waltor was a unnHittni attendant at ihusn 
nn»ntin||H, I In vdsitiHl in thin way FasthM'amphulh Magus Mnor, 
Falkland, Dtinfinmdiun, Hi, AndrnwX and many ntlnu’ stmmm 
nf iuunnut nnhdirity ; tn ntm nf thnsi^ t rips wn numt amudljn his 
draiiiaiiu skidnlMjf f/rnaN--aml tn that nf thn dog- 

davH id' IHlil wn nwt^ tlm w<*ightinr nhligatinn nf d'hc^ Ahhnt. 

^fn rntuni «•- bn* rnamam n4)nms‘.tial with thn alTuirs nf thc^ 
Ballantynns, Mi‘Hsrs. lamgman pnhlishud thn first nditinn <d’ 
Tlii^ Mniiastory ; lunl similar nirmimstanrus imlucsHl Sir Widtnr 
t,n asHfiidato this hntisi^ with Uiai<d‘ Ckmsiahln in ihn smaaauling 
nnvfd. Ihmsiithln tUsHkncl its tith\ and would fain havi^ had 
AhniifW/ inHt4aid; hnt Snnti Htimk in his AhhtiL dim Insdi- 
wdliir grumhlnil a Uttlu, hut wim Hnntlmd by ilm auihnFs rncnp- 
ticin fd’ his rnquust that Qmam Klixahuth miglit hn hnmght into 
thii fndd in his nuxt rnmama^ as a r-nmpaoiim iti ilu^ Mary 
Htiinri nf Thn Ahhnt. Htsd.t would ncd. indnnd iudulgn him 
witli ilm idiniw cd’ Um partiaular pnrind of FJiy.abiddfs rnigiq 
iiidinatisl in Urn proposml iitlcMd’ Tht* Armmia; Imt nxpraaBCHl 
liis willingimaH tn iakc^ up his nwn old favnuriin Irgcmd nf 



Mfiklf’s Ilf' r-h*'4 •■ali !:L.- 1,,,!!.^!, 

iiniL hnl III IuiIIm-v t\,uj.iu]r r. : 

it ii* . .iMhn r.,4l ., .Usl ’s lif *<4 *.» !4\. 

titlt% am! ^ ‘nli^4.lM^- ili** h’. .iu4i ^ .<• *• 

t»f I 1 h^ kriiin’l ; Imt ^ h.i4 A^i f- i* ,>,’; !|■■,| 

with thf rlilhl i»l hi*-^ rlu i‘4ruui.: Ii;« |vu!?j*i. \i i i ,i 4« li, 
HaVH ■' ■•** lIlH vainly lunl«-4 Hiu* !. ,i' llia'i 'suu-. ^>a h.i.^ 

hlH lli!*s ih.il. Ui h; ^ 4a4i hi* 

UHi‘i! 1.4 1 lit II Ik ll|» aiai dsfi^n .u^*i 4»,au. ^ fU I-, , | 

iiin Sill hit! I li*‘ ant li«‘i" mI iIj** " i '«*aa,.i,|>4'''.4 

tu!llinura|*llii‘;tl Iv»*h «'i u, n i". hal fair ,4.'“^ 

rt'illlv r.HHrHlia! -S* ** 1 ! MlHiU <*! 

CHTHMitiUH ; aial lu.-* h-flrr |i!»»|>s^'U!i..:' I h** -‘irsk’*'.-! >4' /7a- 
farilinhi’il jitirh n *4 laalf-nal-i !^a fhr- illaa? I .i! a ai Iff 

tlin |HTi*Hi a-Kitiuya |iri»l»a!fl} rii^.rii.'h, hai*- * alh-a l7aUi nosar 
t^iif*rKi4u‘ «’?i|iri^Hfnnii tif ihaiikluhi*'^^ 

HmitV kiiidin»-Hft fi*»rurr«l l'**r JmIhi riailant ;«♦ Ihr iitnial 
iiit4^swi ill i!ir of Ki^iulwMrth, ihr !,aai Ilf lii'i i,:riHii 

worku in whii’Is tiiii fri«npl wiy* !t.i lia’*** mi\ i-asiff rii I havi' 

lllrt'iwly liiinitioilf*il tli** ilr*M‘|fn.iv: m!' hiM lisvallh aini 

?itrini|Cth; ynt \m nuiiiiirrH ri»nfuinr*4 aa .urv a.-i i-irr , li-.iv, 

it Wl'iH tillW, Iif4rr llStI inahMlSi^S lliyl l.akr-Si a %'rri nrniain .n 

and It wiw liltrdly to hwik tm hiin .mt 

a ii{N'»ihIv tnrmiliiilstni ill' liifi tairri-’ia iliiii ih*^ i*ii\ ■■i|»sri! 

of ilio Hlnitlnnal i.ind Xnnnhlm^, invalid l**d hun !«• |:J.siiSi 4 »' a 
in»w Birniuu of roHlIv inihiUti*nr«i It an ams.ihl^*'^ l^oini m 

hiH rhlirmdnrt tliiil lutd Iilway?* rrfiiiii#-H| a iraulrr if«»ndii«nv?i 

fnr lu 8 nativi* 11 *’’ had n«»w up a.iid»iti«ai «d' 

rivalling Iuh illnstriotiA Irion*!, in -umi, ii% | 0 'MudiHf* hsm 

arlf wit.-li a Hniiiniia* r«iiroiiif’nt .ainnbi iho nr#-n«''f% *»f U.v 
IuhkI ; iind it iH’ial itoi Im’ dmilaod, at tlii* iniiiso Umr^ lli,il ui 
orraitilig a villa lli Kvlmh ralrnlalrd «,*ii finl*f»laiilial ai*h-aii 
tiigpi from ilti viriiiity t« Al*lw»l.f*f*»rd 
Olio film day Ilf ihtn iinfninn I .ai'r'«*in|iiiiird Hir IVatf^ r !** 
inajM'ot tlii* jirtigri^fia of iIiih ivliirli l«* h.ivr tip' i^ih' 

of irol/wi Hull, iliiliii hail |nirrha.Mod Iwu ur linn. i 4 *l 
with tiokdiwl giitiloa mid lliiilrlnnl rr«ifft, nrat llit^ f'l«’ 

long origilild itroptnf Kidmi, with llioir miiall gartloofi , 4114 ! |Mf| 
cleans rtititiiiig down t 4 i liip Twimd. Ho had filr«^a«h lni^'4 ni* 
aonfiititmfc l-iiii.!liid«r*a lialging.^ in tnw of lln^ |*riiiiii 1 % «• loio^wir n! % 
and 0011 fortetl tJioiiilipra iiitfi m gtitMlIy rmigo id and 

wa»^ titiw wiitehifif tlii» ofiiii|dotiiiii «if ’ lii.» inHt i|," i^in 

bldiind, wfibli iiioliltlod 11 haiidaniiio oiilriiipa- Itall, ^rA'h^m, 
diitiiifid to liiivii old Pimiltira hiwl mi m »t.mi in Ihi^ 



and to be embellisbed all round with emblems of his sport. 
Behind this were spacious rooms overlooking the pleasance, 
■which was to be laid out somewhat in the Italian style^ with 
ornamental stepS; a fountain and jet d/eaii, and a broad terrace 
hanging over the river. In these new dominions John received 
us with pride and hilarity ; we dined gaily, al fresco, by the side 
of his fountain ; and after not a few bumpers to the prosperity 
of Walton Hall, he mounted Old Mortality, and escorted us 
for several miles on our ride homewards. It was this day that, 
overflowing with kindly zeal, Scott revived one of the long- 
forgotten projects of their early connexion in business, and 
offered his gratuitous services as editor of aHovelist^s Library, 
to be printed and published for the sole benefit of his host. 
The offer was eagerly embraced, and when, two or three morn- 
ings afterwards, John returned Sir Walters visit, he had put 
into his hands the MS. of that admirable life of Fielding, which 
was followed at brief intervals, as the arrangements of the 
projected work required, by fourteen others of the same class 
and excellence. The publication of the first volume of Bal- 
lantyne’s Novelist’s Library did not take place, however, 
until February 1821 ; and notwithstanding its Prefaces, in 
which Scott combines all the graces of his easy narrative with 
a perpetual stream of deep and gentle wisdom in commenting 
on the tempers and fortunes of his best predecessors in novel 
literature, and also with expositions of his own critical views, 
which prove how profoundly he had investigated the principles 
and practice of those masters before he struck out a new path 
for himself — in spite of these delightful and valuable essays,' 
the Collection was not a prosperous speculation. 

Sir James Hall of Dunglass resigned, in November 1820, the 
Presidency of the Eoyal Society of Edinburgh ; and the Fel- 
lows, though they had on all former occasions selected a man 
of science to fill that post, paid Sir Walter the compliment of 
unanimously requesting him to be Sir James’s successor in it. 
He felt and expressed a natural hesitation about accepting this 
honour — which at first sight seemed like invading the proper 
department of another order of scholars. But when it was 
urged upon him that the Society is really a double one — em- 
bracing a section for literature as well as one of science — and 
that it was only due to the former to let it occasionally supply 
the chief of the whole body, — Scott acquiesced in the flatter- 
ing proposal ; and his gentle skill was found effective, so long 
as he held the Chair, in maintaining and strengthening the tone 
of good feeling and good manners which can alone render the 
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ill |i:trl u*ul;ir Sir i4 r.irusin 

I llinv lu:» iU? iou a'l H ! ♦,:*■<■ •.i.lur Im ..ili 

illHllltiiiHU Ilf *1 l.ir ilsttrirul 1 rr*. »- ’Si, ’’ I hii 

C’i'Ilir StH’iiiV *•[ r ■>! i».r 

tlu' |»al rt‘1l4':4i'' » ‘I I !■: .■'5j..i-j.i * ,?,5‘.4 » s. s'='i 

|HU’iall\' I !m‘ « || '• t h»- i I .u h • •! M , 4 « i a" •» i !».r|J i*|' 

tlitnr !mnl‘. alv-.iv. Inru l*# th*- HU ?i‘» o 1 iiiil 

ob|i*r! uf r \ hi I **l thr 

l|i»llli. \\ Ihrir aaun.il S* ai I ;4,4‘> h*"5a 4 -s I U ;i rr|,»i|. 

lar II*' a|»|»*MI*aF aa Ut bMlUrsI* br 

of till* Frali’i'iuiv* iiini OHuall} b) •' Jahu «»! 

ill h 11 hiN i»!iiiiia^«^ 

lilH fiUll Flllirll'fl It’ll llullir fill’ ill*’ lu-r^l llihr ! * ai% ;u'« In I. Iiim'I* HIP 
of ■'■■ 1% l«iy **f 4|iiu'k iiini l»ar!ii, willi 

ilio galitl«*f4i liliil iiiohI jilft-’iiionaO’ ano »»l 

Thii4 ilinnv II rloiiil ovi^r ll»«< ilmiirnU*' rir*'!*', byt, aa mi llo* 
foritior iM'i’jiiiion, Sir W’altrr ao*! f«*nipl in ii 

ooiwtioit. i’orr<*fi|M»liilriirf ivilli fill* almnsl ianyirsi*'. i’loiiity-i 
lilMt to Lain fM’trr* tn \\ alrf*, h-a tni4rr flo’ rar*’ **1 ill®* 

wrliolar Jaliii Williaiii-n A i*'b4*yi»'aii uf i ; 

wlii»i4i* |iiiiiif4 w'vll r«nva.ri|r<i m ihr- |.rMk;'rr'nn «4’ Inn |ai|*il 
Ahoiti riiriwliiiiw iif»|M’5iri^*l K«nahi«irtln m .1 |raiit Mtiii, 

Iik»* tt-hirli i«*nii %\m Im milli aU llir- ■‘iiiliiiit. 

qur'lii iiovoIm of llio Kioitb%y*rlli r»ii«^ i»f lin^ 

ttf tlioiii 111! lit I fir liiiii* «if |»iiiiiirail|Mii , ,iiii4 || I'liii.-.. 
tiliui'iii lUitl, 1 lioiiltl iittf, IV ill !«’ |biiM-i'4 m tip! 

tiigliimt milk of fii*ln*ii„ Hi**- roii %'nrii'H' ^4 iii:;ir 

iw4.or, mitt m'lirrft ii.ii«t liioiiloiil in iIum umip'.I, km iipji’iai 

liwti «tir|ii«fiiMl ; lior, m-ith iltn oip^ p%r-*^4um *.4 lli«^ Urnlri *if 
LiiitiitioririfHir* tiiiti Sroti lM*i|iitniilH*4 »!•» ii4i«»r|*pr iiii«l nitiri* iilii»t'i.-. 
iiig trngiiili tliiiii iliiii of' Amy ilobrnri. 
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Iknith <»f Jiihn — mi<l Williiuu KrHkituv— « IV. iii I-aliii" 

burgh Vi.Hiirtth’ Mr. (’rabbt' uuit Mian K(lgt‘\Vi»rt.h Ib*iuiniHt't'iuH*.M by 
Mr, Ahulpbiw rubflrjititMi <»f lavt’ii t»f thu Ntivi^iintH • - naliibu» Hill 
— Htu FortuiM‘Ku!’ Nlgt^l I’uvrril at thu Fuak«-«<4uentiu 

IHU'WiWl - iuicl Ht. UujuuiV Wttll, 

IlKrcHii*: thu unti uf ,litmmry IH21, hu wuiit to liotidon at tho 
ro(|uuHt t»f till* othur (Ht*rkK uf St'SHiou, iimt hc^ might waicli over 
the jirt»groHH of au Ac‘i<»f Ihiiiiaimuit. dt^sigiUMl to ndi(we them 
fnuu n. <‘onHi«torabh‘ part of llioir dnalgtu'v ia utloHtt ng ro{u>rdo(l 
deodji hv .nikHtHt un* ; atid his stay was prohsiged until near 
tlio hoguniing of tlu* Stinuuor turm of his (‘ourt. On his re- 
turn ho found two juattor.H of donu'stiu inUn'est awaiting him. 
On tUt‘ It'ld April ho writus to t he ( ’orn<‘t. : “I'lu* nohlo Oap- 
iiiiii hVrgusson was married tut Monday last, I was prt^He.nt at 
ilit^ !»rida!» and I asHuri^ you the like hath not been secui Hlnee 
the days c»f liesmahago, Likt^ his nrotoiype, the Oaptain ad- 
vaiunsi in a. jaunty military ati'p, with a kind of leer on his face 
that seemed t4i cpd/. the whole afTair. Yon should write to 
yoiir brother Hpcu'fsman and soldier^ and wish tlie veteran joy 
of his lUitriinet^ int<» the band (d’ Hetiediets, Odd cvnough that 
I alioiilf! eiiriaten a grnndeldhl ami attend the wedcling of a 
eoiittuiiporary within twc» duyn of eaeh (>thfu\ I liave sent 
Jfditi of Hkye, with Tcurn ami all the rahhhunent whieh they 
eitn eolleeb to play the pipes* slumt, and hrf' gtniH ladow the 
<hijitaiit*H wimlows tidn morning; and ! am junt g(ung over to 
hover ahoiit on rny pony* aad vvitnesH their reeeption. The 
liiiftpy pair retiirnefl to Huntley Burn on Saturday; but yes- 
ter«lay lieing Hunday, we pcuauittetl them tc» tmjcjy their |»ilIowm 
in f|iiiet This itiorning tln^y must tmt expert to get off so 
Widid* 

TheOapifiin ami Ids laidy mam pHtdnsiaieni for tlieniHelveB 
it was in the saim^ parisli, and was Imt an 



JIHO 


J 

f ill 

f i i ■ 

4H 

II II 11 : 1 * 

ri 

rr, 


hr hy n: 

,if 111* 

• } ' 

.1 I * 

■14 .U 1 J 



,, 4 . 

• u 


;iiV;u4 «< 

i !I4 

'■ 1- 


i n! ^ » >* 

f 3 U 



- u ■ ' i 

. « « ■ t ; t ^ > ii *, 

i iIH ' n li< 

t 1 ' ’ ? i 

V ' 

rv. 1 

Ulli ill 

lln- 

fun -ni-.u 

r, « 4 

- M 

M If , ; 

frr M.ii' 


1 1'^ 

r \ If 

rin»' h 

hk^ 

' h n 4 n . ■ i . 

■i • ? ’ 5 ? ' 

' . f 

^ ■ . kt r .1 

uf limir 

*U !4 . 

,iii4 

hr- 

h.u^ i'A 

M M* 

I h^n H -4 h - ' ,, 

M'^ -U. 

? r _ 

<4 ’ ■ * u '•111* f 

ill flirir 

tt d\ 


Thr 

rhh-J 

r-i . 

1 » . Ui|4r«. 

.-'4 r 

,. 

vmUK 44 *lr 

r:r.ivt!} 

ills4 

?4iy 


isf !lu’ 


kuf 


4 » ; 

4 . 4 ; * . i i,| 

Iiiiiiiuiir 

ur ^ 

,|4.^ 

*'ll , 

Mil IIm’ 

■ 

l4 f 4 ? •¥ . 

Un . ! 

n . ! 

* 1 M k V. 1 U 4 

J|ft»t IIII»m! III! 

•fill 

-liy i 

rir ;i! ut 

* ’•5 3 

u H ■> *' 1.1 ? U k 

1 1 



wa,H III 

lii-r , 

rhn 

4 v* 

nu lUr 


. hu! ! 

Ml !»* 

•5 ■ >f 

; i .u,i . «l. 

!'i»riuri|. 

.Mi4 

4i* 

' h.i.". 

■:! 

<.u 1 

’iM 4-4 ii".- 

4u.‘» ; 

■A ' ? 

k> i u h lh,d 


,4! !»■ sri^-n %rri r.uU ns 

fjli* niMl'ISUi;.*, .|U4 . 4 '; nn m Ihr n.'inli 

litUH'li* »> »» j, un.M'Ut’.* lli»" « ■< na ^ | .n*i 4 ! I |■•.5,:r .4 l!ti»li»l|j,«'i"'< Is5«-| •j 

uf tfifirnnil »»n Inn 1 j«' 44 , 4 u 4 4 "4u'k 4»'nl4r- liri «.'wti 

li«’i.v!ll! Ill Imr li,ils».l, ii! !** Ii4s"i I ti%s» 4*-n'5, ¥*1 I h »'''■■*’ i^mAn'in >4 
trnlv Irmtin ^Vslll nnrh iltpl .;|«’r»*|i5|*:i;%!s! 

|.iii<H %'rrv .ii4n.nb*n| tl*r « |;;iiriHi,rr sn Ih,*^ 

ISI4 l-jld It »irll»» «i t»l I»t4ll|^ ni» .v*,la4 llir lsl'»in41r:7i 
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Abbotsford — and the spirit of tlie auctioneer yirtnoso flashed 
up as he began to describe what would^ he thought, be the best 
style and arrangement of the book-shelves. He was interrupted 
by an agony of asthma, which left him with hardly any signs of 
life ; and ultimately he did expire in a fit of the same kind. 
Scott was visibly and profoundly shaken by this scene and 
sequel. As we stood together a few days afterwards, while 
they were smoothing the turf over J ohn’s remains in the Can- 
ongate churchyard, the heavens which had been dark and 
slaty, cleared up suddenly, and the midsummer sun shone 
forth in his strength. Scott, ever awake to the “ skiey influ- 
ences,’^ cast his eye along the overhanging line of the Calton 
Hill, with its gleaming walls and towers, and then turning to 
the grave again, I feel,” he whispered in my ear, — feel 
as if there would be less sunshine for me from this day forth.” 

As we walked homewards, he told me, among other favour- 
able traits of his friend, one little story which I must not omit. 
He remarked one day to a poor student of divinity attending 
his auction, that he looked as if he were in bad health. The 
young man assented with a sigh. Come,” said Ballantyne, 

I think I ken the secret of a sort of draft that would relieve 
you — particularly,” he added, handing him a cheque for L.5 
or L.IO — particularly, my dear, if taken upon an empty 
stomach.” 

I am sorry to take leave of John Ballantyne with the re- 
mark, that his last will was a document of the same class with 
too many of his states and calendars. So far from having L.2000 
to bequeath to Sir Walter, he died as he had lived, ignorant of 
the situation of his affairs, and deep in debt. 

The coronation of George lY. had been deferred in conse- 
quence of the unhappy affair of the Queen’s Trial. The 19th 
of July 1821 was now announced for this solemnity, and Sir 
Walter resolved to be among the spectators. It occurred to 
him that if the Ettrick Shepherd were to accompany him, and 
produce some memorial of the scene likely to catch the popu- 
lar ear in Scotland, good service might thus be done to the 
cause of loyalty. But this was not his only consideration. 
Hogg had married a handsome and most estimable young 
woman, a good deal above his own original rank in life, the 
year before; and expecting with her a dowry of L.IOOO, he 
had forthwith revived the grand ambition of an earlier day, 
and taken an extensive farm on the Buccleuch estate, at a 
short distance from Altrive Lake. Misfortune pursued the 
Shepherd — the bankruptcy of his wife’s father interrupted 
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ill fh<' iiHUitinir; ulifii h(‘ and a yoiuig* g’onilcnuin liin 
c‘uiH|nuiinu fumy! I ln‘iiis<‘ivcs hadual in tin* crowd, sonunvlinro 
near \\ lutehall, ami the imstlc and (ninnlt. wen^ Biich that hin 
friend was afraid some acidthmi ini’^ht ha,]»{»(‘n t.o i.h(‘ hum^ limb. 
A sparer for the diiniiiarii's was ke[>t. clear a,t ihai point by the 
Heots <<reys. Sir Waller nildressia! a ser jeantof Ihis ctdelmiied 
reidimatl, beg?<in^( to be allowtal t<i pass by him into tlu^ op(m 
Itnnind in the middle of the st n‘et. d'lte man answenal shortly, 
t liat Ids ordiM'H were strict — ■ that, t.he thinf^^ was impossibh*. 
Whih* Ih' was tmdeavourinK tt» p<‘rHuadt* tin* mn’jeant. to ndent, 
some new wavt* of turbnhana' appiavached from b<‘]iind, and his 
young c*om panion cxclaim<*d in a loud voice, ‘^d'akt*. care, Sir 
Walter Scott, take can*!'" I'ln^ stalwart dra,goon, on hcairing 
the name, sai<i, “• What ! Sir Walt(*r S(‘ott? Ib^sliall getthrougli 
anyhow!” He then addr<‘ssed Hie soldiers near him 
room, mmi, for Sir Walter Seott, our illustrious countryman!” 
'I'hc men an.Hwm'eil, “Sir Walter S<*ott I • — (lod hlcss him!” — 
and lie was in a moment, within the gnardtsl line of suJety. 

“1 saw Sir Walter again/' says Allan Hunningluim, when 
In* attended tln^ i'oronation. In the meantinn' his bust bud 
betm wrought in marbha and tin* sculptor <h‘sir(sl to take the 
advantage of bis visit t<» commuuieate such touches of (‘Xprt‘s» 
Hton or lineannmt as the muv matmaal rend<»red in'ccssary. 
1'his was done with a happiness of ey<* ami hand almost magi- 
cal : for live hours did the p(»et sit, or Htaiid, or walk, while 
HlmiiireyV I'hisel was passed aga-in and again ovm* the nuirlile, 
adding something at evrvry touch. * Well, Allan/ hc^said, * were 
yon at the cortmaiion? ‘it was a Hplcndid Hightd — ‘No, Sir 
Walter/ I atmwin’tsl, ■—* places were (h*ar and ill to ged* i I am 
told it was magnificent t Imt having semi the proi'esHion of 
King rri.Hpin at Dumfries, I was saiistied.* Si'ott laughed 
biatiilly. ‘ 'fhat.'H m»t a bit betbu* than Hogg/ hc^ said. ^ ‘ He 
Ktooil {mlaiH'ing tin* ma1ti*r whether to gm to tin* (‘oronation or 
the fair c»f Saint lloswell --and tln^ fiur carried it/ During 
this eonversat ion, Mr. Holton the engineer eame in, Some- 
tldng like a c*old acknowledgment passcit between the poet and 
him, Du Ids passing into an intH*r room, Scott said, ‘I u.m 
afrahl Mr. Hedton has not forgot a little passage^ ilmt om*e took 
jilaee bctwt*en UH. We met in a pnblte csmifutny. and in reply 
to tin* renmrk of sonn* one, he said, ‘♦’'fhaHH like the old saying, 

. , ^ I 1 .t ...m it... .1 *...4" 
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whole edifice; — throughout there were numberless consulta- 
tions with Mr. Blore^ Mr. Terry^ and Mr. Skene, as well as 
with Mr. Atkinson — and the actual builders placed consider- 
able inventive talents, as well as admirable workmanship, at 
the service of their friendly employer. Every preparation 
was now made by them, and the foundations might have been 
set about without farther delay ; but he was very reluctant to 
authorise the demolition of the rustic porch of the old cottage, 
with its luxuriant overgrowth of roses and jessamines; and, 
in short, could not make up his mind to sign the death-warrant 
of his favourite bower until winter had robbed it of its beau- 
ties. He then made an excursion from Edinburgh, on purpose 
to be present at its downfall — saved as many of the creepers 
as seemed likely to survive removal, and planted them with 
his own hands about a somewhat similar porch, erected ex- 
pressly for their reception, at his daughter Sophia^s little 
cottage of Chiefswood. 

There my wife and I spent this summer and autumn of 
1821 — the first of several seasons which will ever dwell on 
my memory as the happiest of my life. We were near enough 
Abbotsford to partake as often as we liked of its brilliant 
society; yet could do so without being exposed to the worry 
and exhaustion of spirit which the daily reception of new 
comers entailed upon all the family except Sir Walter him- 
self. But, in truth, even he was not always proof against the 
annoyances connected with such a style of open-house-keeping. 
Even his temper sunk sometimes imder the solemn applauses 
of learned dulness, the vapid raptures of painted and peri- 
wigged dowagers, the horseleech avidity with which underbred 
foreigners urged their questions, and the pompous simpers of 
condescending magnates. When sore beset at home in this 
way, he would every now and then discover that he had some 
very particular business to attend to on an outlying part of 
his estate, and craving the indulgence of his ^ests overnight, 
appear at the cabin in the glen before its inhabitants were 
astir in the morning. The clatter of Sibyl Grey’s hoofs, the 
yelping of Mustard and Spice, and his own joyous shout of 
reveilUe under our windows, were the signal that he had burst 
his toils, and meant for that day to take his ease in his inn.” 
On descending, he was to be found seated with all his dogs 
and ours about him, under a spreading ash that overshadowed 
half the bank between the cottage and the brook, pointing the 
edge of his woodman’s axe for himself, and listening to Tom 
Purdie’s lecture touching the plantation that most needed thin- 
2c 
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I believe, their first visit to Tvreedside since the death of Mrs. 
Erskine in September 1819. He had probably made a point 
of having his friend -with him at this particular time, because 
he was desirous of having the benefit of his advice and cor- 
rections from day to day as he advanced in the composition of 
The Pirate — with the localities of which romance the Sheriff 
of Orkney and Zetland was of course thoroughly familiar. At 
all events, the constant and eager delight with which Erskine 
watched the progress of the tale has left a deep impression on 
my memory ; and indeed I heard so many of its chapters first 
read from the MS. by him, that I can never open the book now 
without thinking I hear his voice. Sir Walter used to give 
him at breakfast the pages he had written that morning ; and 
very commonly, while he was again at work in his study, 
Erskine would walk over to Chiefswood, that he might have 
the pleasure of reading them aloud to my wife and me under 
our favourite tree, before the packet had to be sealed up for 
Edinburgh. I cannot paint the pleasure and the pride with 
which he acquitted himself on such occasions. The little arti- 
fice of his manner was merely superficial, and was wholly for- 
gotten as tender affection and admiration, fresh as the impulses 
of childhood, glistened in his eye, and trembled in his voice. 

Erskine was, I think, the only man in whose society Scott 
took great pleasure, during the more vigorous part of his life, 
♦that had neither constitution nor inclination for any of the 
rough bodily exercises in which he himself delighted. The 
Counsellor (as the survivors of The Mountain always called 
him) was a little man of feeble make, who seemed unhappy 
when his pony got beyond a foot-pace, and had never, I should 
suppose, addicted himself to any out-of-door sport whatever. 
He would, I fancy, have as soon thought of slaying his own 
mutton as of handling a fowling-piece; he used to shudder 
when he saw a party equipped for coursing, as if murder were 
in the wind ; but the cool meditative angler was in his eyes 
the abomination of abominations. His small elegant features, 
hectic cheek, and soft hazel eyes, were the index of the quick 
sensitive gentle spirit within. He had the warm heart of a 
woman, her generous enthusiasm, and some of her weaknesses. 
A beautiful landscape, or a fine strain of music, would send 
the tears rolling down his cheek ; and though capable, I have 
no doubt, of exhibiting, had his duty called him to do so, the 
highest spirit of a hero or a martyr, he had very little command 
over his nerves amidst circumstances such as men of ordinary 
mould (to say nothing of iron fabrics like Scott^s) regard with 
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14 %V,iy r*H|llil frif il bll«h.-:r' 

Kn*kiii<‘ tiiPt v«i 'jis ^ 

nifiiia! n4r<»<*r, iiii4 ^4 i.-i. 

i»f iislviiiiri’lliriit. dll*’' liin uirn!-*, .yid vilf,.!: 
iiiiglii iiiiitinilly mn'utr I luiu 1, 

tliid lit tli*^ tliii*^ %vlwu I %$'4, hu;; fjjs 

niif; lit' luid nsiu*" !** iiili-risuni.^'is' ,1 «5i '% .1 

tli'gfi Itnw Hlid tin'll with foii'triis- r % l.',L *f. ^ >li 
umimd ilirlllinil 

tlir l*i»fy fnirty » !** i»i!i»*r ihtn^n *4 |»r'irnlr. 
Iitil, with ilirnn rl^rr m, iwnr-r i|.‘i 

tlif' liiHlillli iiiMfn Imdy iiiid *»rnrt|oii tl, 

WIW, nvi'tl lliinfl l*n ruiifndrff^d liiiiififl f i|..^ «»lir 
III rti|ii|dniii Ilf lii« hink III ll»n wiirltl N«*w, 
liitlf' w|Mirifi«'« liiid , rmr grr*.iil 

ilH iiliiliitiw iivrr liiiii* iiml mihunmt'^v l« llir- 
hi' liinl m» hiiiici'r iiiiy tli«itiglit4i ftir tin 
Ilf iiiiiiikiml. Mi'Hliwliiln lip .ulirntik fr«»iii I 
gi'iii'ml Hmni'ty, iind i.tliii«t i^irhi^m'idy 1 
idndt' of Hi« rr»nvrrfi4iti*»ii, ilpitigl 

<n?io iititl tliiioiil Ills itio flml sisijirrii.«i*sii, wii,vi rif 
Hsu Utomry iMnlnlttsn, iiriivn iiinl n.fi|»iriiiic iii 

long iH'foro thin tSMiO Itirrgrd III liifi |«r*4oiiii 

Hoott; hut }i«' ntill mul 11 gri^iit ilrjih *itid *li 
l/Kdii'Vii with it t'lrw of iinniwliiig Hnitt l*y limits* 
tin for lisii own iinitwonioiit llo liJid imir'li i.f 
ill oi{iriiii.ing tlio |»irtiiron#|tin from idd, 
dtil! iKicikii; mid iis tirisigiiig tmi |ii;ii .f 4 i«»roi ho 
liri'iit iloiil of i|nmitl htiiinnir iiiiil nly w'tl 81 
roin>i'i»ti»tl« trimiod, imd lotinl Isim, iisii«'Ii m lUi 
liiimt dtii'n iho wsfn wlm gn¥o Inin tior in % 
hin thoughts mtlmr lliiiii Imr mvn m llio 
ir«itliiid» nhwrwl, mill mwliiiiiwl Ernkitn’ li;itiit' 
ludiiifii 11 iinmt ontirp wid |M'rfo«d roiiiidnirr 
titan thoirx mm wnl silwiiyn Itml lut^n ni r^i** 
otiti who had ctiily tili»on’s4 tlm rropjiiiin jPiili 
tmtiirti, it might ^'nii iliiiilitfnl *iii wlii 

wiot of nm\ tiohtlilf of lit'iirl itinl rtninirta'r, 
tlioir cotttioxtait al llie tiiiio of wtiifdi I iitii f»|i 
bio«i 

In tlio postran cif a fow iii«tifli« Hir 


great satisfaction of seeing Erskine at length promoted to a 
seat on the Bench of the Court of Session, by the title of Lord 
Kinnedder; and his pleasure was enhanced doubtless by the 
reflection that his friend owed this elevation very much, if not 
mainly, to his own unwearied exertions on his behalf. He 
writes thus on the occasion to Joanna Baillie : — “ There is a 
degree of melancholy attending the later stages of a barrister’s 
profession, which, though no one cares for sentimentalities 
attendant on a man of fifty or thereabout, in a rusty black 
bombazine gown, are not the less cruelly felt : their business 
sooner or later fails, for younger men will work cheaper, and 
longer, and harder — besides that the cases are few, compara- 
tively, in which senior counsel are engaged, and it is not eti- 
quette to ask any one in that advanced age to take the whole 
burden of a cause. Insensibly, without decay of talent, and 
without losing the public esteem, there is a gradual decay of 
employment, which almost no man ever practised thirty years 
without experiencing ; and thus the honours and dignities of 
the Bench, so hardly earned, and themselves leading but to 
toils of another kind, are peculiarly desirable. Erskine would 
have sat there ten years ago, but for wretched intrigues.” 

In August appeared the volume of the Novelist’s Library, 
containing Scott’s Life of Smollett; and it being now ascer- 
tained that John Ballantyne had died a debtor, the editor 
offered to proceed with this series of prefaces, on the footing 
that the whole profits of the work should go to his widow. 
Mr. Constable, whose own health was now beginning to break, 
had gone southwards in quest of more genial air, and was 
residing near London when he heard of this proposition. He 
immediately wrote to me, entreating me to represent to Sir 
Walter that the undertaking, having been coldly received at 
first, was unlikely to grow in favour if continued on the same 
plan — that in his opinion the bulk of the volumes, and the 
small type of their text, had been unwisely chosen, for a work 
of mere entertainment, and could only be suitable for one of 
reference; that Ballantyne’s Novelist’s Library, therefore, 
ought to be stopped at once, and another in a lighter shape, to 
range with the late collected edition of the first series of the 
Waverley Romances, announced with his own name as publisher 
and Scott’s as editor. He proposed at the same time to com- 
mence the issue of a Select Library of English Poetry, with 
prefaces and a few notes by the same hand ; and calculating 
that each of these collections should extend to twenty-five 
volumes, and that the publication of both might be concluded 



witliiu twu vrar.H •’ Hi*’ writini^ *4 tin,' |irrtar*i-H» 
prrliafK^^ an *H‘<’aM*aial r*4it’f I’laaii iiii*r«' iiii.|«tii aiii l.i 
fill* t4lVri*<i !.<» |>ay tlnar a 

linn nt’ wllH'll hUJii, an lin lillllr’4, IVuulii i,i||4nill»lsa| 
tJuui Mra. lUillaSityui’ ruiild I’vri" iio|ia fit 4r'rH 

in’u.snt’u! i»Mi nf hnr !a.'a latlilailiiiiv! 

I'iUiHnM rtaiihuirtl In |*rs*V i’lii Uia nsi! i:all inil *4 
liitirrUi- St'iiff iiuw, h.h iif llir i»’yi ii!iiii!4 *4 

hai! vit’WM uhuut %vhut i% c’ldlrri mu uf KiH.4ii„ii4 riM'iry 
ill whirli nvi’ii Ti aiMtalili* umI hr iii.Mir 

i»f liiH li’l.tin’K tH Lady LHUi:ri Stuart i4ul!iriiUii ly 
t’uhiiuaai wifli wiiit'h itu I'liiilirr :4ttriii|«l’ 

ICltiuf Nnvi'liaiH. ’Thr liiiilaiity iP'^ lalirary 
ti’iith vuliiiipa aii«i waa f!pui ilrH|i|ifn.| iil»rii|i|,ly ; iimi 
iipgtitial mil with rMUHtaMf* %M%:i nrvi^r ruiirtti»4, 
liatiy IumI imt* I faiiry* ruini Hi'iiit/n la 

Huvi'IihIh miiil, HI > 1111 ’ yviitn iiftru* lliin tsiiifu tlii’y wri 
in!t» twii litilp |iiniiiPiil l>y a iiuf»k 

iili liPr tip’ll Itpr inliniratiuii *4 llinii, Ini. 

IlPr illlli tliP *4 wtiirli l.lip; 

pari hIiouIiI liavp atiriii’tpil IiHIp uf any m»vi, h 

EH folhnvH 5 I am ili’linliltHi tliry iil|i»r*l iiiiy ruili 
ftir tliPy iiru mtlipr HiiiiHily ivrilti’ii, IwniiK^ iluim iitPrr 
E fritmtl : tlmy wnrivvok*’*! i** a grpiii iit 'riini|il.i«*ii«a 
doul»l«Hm!tutiii*’il \nni\it whii^i liii’v wi*rrf m ii,»«4’yl Itj 
EE a Kut C*f tli’ilE ivuill*! hi’ ti* ilrilll* a lllllll rr’iii'ii, 
diflltnili tci armwi’i* yt»ur hit*lyf«liip’H miriinw 
ahiiiigp tii tEHtPi hut wfiPilmr in «»r li tiiki 

BtHiHihly wifhmit ihi.* parlit'E iMnnn it,, A 

of my own. Mrn. Knilli nf IliiV'idHlutitu wlm wiw a 
m.mm riniditioii, Imn^ a dittigiit,pr nf H$r Sitiiili 
itm--Hviid with miEtiiitml vigtuir of iiili*Iirt4 In i 
viymi’fl iiga. Him wee vory foml of ri’iniiiig. fiiiil 
tlm liiEi Ilf Imr hmg lifn, Oim day hIip iw!i*’4 iip’ 
liaojiimiHl tai \n^ iilima iogitilmr, wlpdiirr 1 liiid in-m 
IWiidii itavidi? — I PMtifoEEEil thp » -> U liptli 

pt liiir a night of thmn I niiid, witli iottio liPiot. 
lits¥iitl I tiould I Init that I iltil not lliiith dm* wmM 
tli« amittisrii, or tho liingiiEgo* wliirlt iijuinarlsril ton 
ti.f CJhiirliii ll/ii timo to im f|iiit*^ liroju^r roailin^, 
lew,’ iEiti ttiii good old Iiwly, * 1 mnoititii^r llioiii hmi 
wiittimci, imd kdiig »ti tintoli iiiterritod in llioiii tiiyi 
wlili to lcK.)k at tlifoii itgEiti,’ Tti tirar wee to tilinyl 
Mm Apltra Holm, ourtoualj mHihii iip, with * iirttEl 


fichnii ial ’ (ni tiic^ packc^i, io niy fj^ay old grand-atuii The next 
tiim^ I Haw hor aft.erwanlH, hIu^ K^avt*. nu'. back Aphra, properly 
wraf»{H*d up, willi noarly tlu^se wordn : ‘ Take bacik your 
luauiv Mrn. Ik'hn; and, if you will takc^ luy advice, put her in 
ibt^ tire, fur I found it. iinpuHsibh^ to g(*t through the visvy fu'Ht 
novel. Ibit in it nut.,' sln^ Huid, ‘a very odil thing that I, an 
old wiunan of eighty and upwards, sitting alone., iV(d myself 
aHhaiued to rt^ud a b(»uk which, sixty years ago, I ha,v(^ ilea.rd 
read aloud fur tin* amuseunmt of iarge <*iri‘h‘s, {•unsisting of 
Hie first and must tnaulitahle sotuety in Lundun ? ' I'liis, of 
course, was owing to tin* gradual improvemumi of the national 
taste and dtdieaey.^ 'Fhe <dia.ng<* that bring^s into and throws 
out of fasldon partieular styles of <‘oin position, is something of 
tin* Himw kind. It do<*s not signify what the greater or less 
merit of the book is:' - the reader, as 'rony launpkin says, 
must be in a eoneatenation ac(*ordingiy™ tln^ fashion, or the 
giuieral tusti*, must have prepansl him to be ph*aH(‘d, or put him 
on his guard against it.. It. is mui'h like d/vm If (Clarissa 
shouhl apjH'ar before a modern party in luu’ lm‘e rutiles and 
head tlress, or L«iVi‘Iaee in his wi.i% lioweviu’ geuUsdly powdered, 

I am afraid they would maki* no e<un|uests ; the fashion which 
makes ^•ompn^sts of us in oiln‘r rt*spei‘ts, is viuy powerful in 
literary composititui, and adds to tin* effect. of stunts works, while 
in tillu’fH it. forms their sole merit.'’ 

Among other miHcelluneous work of this atiiunm, Heott 
ummaMi some lei.sure hmirs with writing a series of Privatt^ 
l#ettm‘s/’ supposed to hnvt' liceu iliseoverial in tlie repoHitories 
of a. Noble Kngiish hamily, mnl giving a piid.un^ of mannarH in 
town and euuiitrv during the early part of tin* nugnof *lamc*.H L 
dlicHe tfgfers were printed US fust as hi» penmal thmn, in a 
liamisome guarto form, ami he furnislual the margin with a 
ruiiniiig commentary of notes, ilrawn up in t-he elmract.cu* of 

II disappointed ehaplain, a k<*en \\‘hig, or nither Iladical, over- 
flowing on all occusioim witli splemi against Monarehy and 
Arisfocniey. Wlnm the printing liatl nmehed tin* 72d page, 
however, he was told laindidly by Krskine, liy «James Ballau- 
iyiie, ami iilsti by myself, that, Imwevm* idever his imitation of 
ilie epifiiolary style of the periml iu oueHtion, he was throwing 
itwiiy ill these leliers tlie maitu'ials of as good a romance as lie 
Inid ever penm‘ii; and a few tlays afterwards he said to me — 
jiiitliiig HiliyPs neck till she ilanced under !dm~** You were 
ail fpiite right; if ttm letters had piiHseil for gmmine they 
waiittd have foitinl favour only with a. few mmsty aiitic|uaries ; 
ami if the joke wawe depleted, then* wm not story enough to 



earry ii dIF. 1 sltall ham t!n’ Hiii’rln, aiitl ytai I 
.hiiiiu* anti all Iuh tail in tln^ ulil ,Hlia|w% im mnni ;y- 
raplain t;oHh wilhin vanv t»f llir 

I thiiik {t innat h.ivr ahinit ftii’ iiinlillt^ iif i/h 
lir tlu* m’hiniii* uf tlii.H firlil u»ii.h i'i*rrf.H|fuiiii«*i 

thn inMriuii|.t that In* l'ln’ Fi»rt hip*.: 

‘‘riip ciay iiniui' ilpHttiMal for N«n%ark liiil. I tti-iil i- 
holwford hnforn hriaikfaHt, an«l I'muimI 'Mr. 1‘rrry mail 
wit h Ilia tua.HtrraiutHiai. U In Ip I'rrry a. 

t’liaflitiK* **'^’*‘M nauH* tnit, l»»ir«'lir.p!p*!, witli ii hiinrii 
Itia tuuai* am! aani, ** Writ, !a4H» !\r laiil flip kn-'i 
lugK<‘r tlua iiH»niin}: h«*rr if i.h I»«* off to llio mat 
l<*t. nil* Imar lanv you Itk** it.*‘ l*i’rry Iim 44 tli** j 
walking n|» ami «it»wn hy tlu' rivor, t.i» inn flip ti 
Ilf Nigui. I |i* rx|U’p.HH«ai grual drlighl milli tlir- iitiii! 
ing* ainl i*ai»n<ualty with tlm roiitriwt tnUwnui ii,?4 ilr 
nf Lninltin lif<s mnl ii rha|ili:*r nlwaii Ni»riia «»f tlu^ 
in ilm third vtdiiinu tif Tin* l*iratf\ wliirli liiiil iw^r 
him in a minilar niannnr itm nioriiiiig |ipf»*r*n t *’iiii 
(aiM’urtling tai ilio Sln^riira idiramvi hr juirli rmiM 
thnrn waa nvnry {iro.Hj»iH*i nf a Itim fluid for tin* iirl «» 
(km, Tlin wlnui inir h«wl iiiut tia rti.iiriiiii.i 

liaugh, dhi nut fail fo«*j£j»ruaH liw llinl. tin* 

would \>e td tliin quality. Hir Watlur, iw liu look tli 
'hw hiind,t*yud him witli a guy funtlis ui wdutdi guiiii 
liuicn niinglud with iinrk ryiiltntnun iiinl t lini I tin 
aidf into an attitude t»f ruinifiil dignily, Im mllial 
tunuH of tiohn KiunUh% ono of iho liiirHtu o 

aoida Mammon — 

*• cm* ^Ir. Kt»w ymi iPl yniir *ui »lirir« 
In AMrp oftir ■MVriltmi, my Htirly*^ 

Agatfi I my to iliw iilmnk th^ r|p|i» 

I'liin day Uioii alialt iittfu littoto,** ■ ■ 

This wan aimiln^r juirital uf ** tlio ifiiir!iii 

in Novnmlmr, I find Htr Walter wriliiig Itiii.!* In 
mritmr, Mr. C’lulnll ; — I wiiiii two Msilriili 

kadiyivui, or »onm nucdi tmitir* iiiitl l>urliitiii*« Arlil 
fTlin rnmlf^r of Hige! will iitiiloriitiiiiit tliui 
^*All gocm Imsk Ici you, atiitittuirokllf t«itl citliuri 

* inbi fwi of thli appllmtioit of ** iiiy Bttriy will itwi « 
who riiiieiiitit'im tli« klnil anti grifMi.hiiitiotirefI 'furry *ii iwwrr 
W piciiliarly wiiiirnltm ^iltln qttwr grlititir^ «f kii,il 

ahlu to till* wmiwtlaii ; and in iirifatn lin ofmti ll it|t m 
wa.< mmi dim rfuk 


grown a shabby letter-writer, for my eyes are not so young 
as they were, and I grudge everything that does not go to 
press.’^ 

Sir Walter concluded, before he went to town in [N'ovember^ 
another negotiation of importance with this house. They 
agreed to give for the remaining copyright of the four novels 
published between December 1819 and January 1821 — to wit, 
Ivanhoe, The Monastery, The Abbot, and Kenilworth — the 
sum of five thousand guineas. The stipulation about not 
revealing the author’s name, under a penalty of L.2000, was 
repeated. By these four novels, the fruits of scarcely more 
than twelve months’ labour, he had already cleared at least 
L.10,000 before this bargain was completed. I cannot pretend 
to guess what the actual state of his pecuniary affairs was at 
the time when John Ballantyne’s death relieved them from 
one great source of complication and difficulty. But I have 
said enough to satisfy every reader, that when he began the 
second, and far the larger division of his building at Abbots- 
ford, he must have contemplated the utmost sum it could cost 
him as a mere trifle in relation to the resources at his com- 
mand. He must have reckoned on clearing L.30,000 at least 
in the course of a couple of years by the novels written within 
such a period. The publisher of his Tales, who best knew 
how they were produced, and what they brought of gross 
profit, and who must have had the strongest interest in keep- 
ing the author’s name untarnished by any risk or reputation 
of failure, would willingly, as we have seen, have given him 
L.6000 more within a space of two years for works of a less' 
serious sort, likely to be despatched at leisure hours, without 
at all interfering with the main manufacture. But alas !* even 
this was not all. Messrs. Constable had such faith in the pro- 
spective fertility of his imagination, that they were by this 
time quite ready to sign bargains and grant hills for novels 
and romances to be produced hereafter, but of which the sub- 
jects and the names were alike unknown to them and to the 
man from whose pen they were to proceed.^ A forgotten 
satirist well says : — 

“The active principle within 
Works on some brains the effect of gin ; ” 

1 Mr. Cadell says; — “This device for raising the wind was ttie only 
real legacy left by John Ballantyne to his generous friend; it was in- 
vented to make up for the bad book stock of the Hanover Street concern, 
which supplied so much good money for the passing hour.” 



/ ill' M/' fi M,n:n st^irrr. 


ImiI ill Sir W'.ilirr’s in I'r^ r»t|uSilif*l ti» 

stir IIm* ll.lUir, NUrll thi' IUImH li'jl mu *.f rr-J 1*--^ 

Ill'' .ilin''* niSiri-j], nl».d Im- th»i ii**!, fliut tlu^ 

uf lii:* « a;» ratlM-r It”*-* lliah if h>t‘i I'i-rU iii tin* 'i 

n{' Ivaiihnr; .iii’l lilhfs had .sMjufJ uu*- ■’ lu fiiui 

iliaf il !!ii;:ht i-.** Ui*!! !*» Ir>- fh»' riti-ii ft a imu-.** Ihit lit* 
aluays lliMijalit and llallany^ n** had >lria‘i»-dl) l!ir 

.saum ■ that hi:-, hr-a ihiii;*-' ufi*' thM-a- \iha’h hi- flirrw 

ofTiha iimaf ra,--al\ and ••uilily; and V> na.-* v.««fi«h’i' that hi,'. 

iMndi-adh’I'M, arrnr*: Iim« niii}i*'a--iraMy »-uai In-. Wi^r-A r\rsdi»’d 

in |H»|»uhu'r{ \a ;r* rn ini'Ml, au) jalu-r hr a, 'JjMuid 

.shrunk I’mm i.hr r\ |»»i unrn! “! a d,rrn»n »■■ daiu|»*'r, Un ifuMaui 
lrai’\,lhrv UiialH h*- i'\f‘u -.I'li t..! Ii'miu fimr fiiiir t|a.! tt‘n! 4 ,: 
t huns "'-rh'r.s, that il iIh' Im'mLh M'4d a! Ivh-* r.ili*, thin hu 

iruiiu! «’rpHi;aa{ hy refill i.»ri-atrr ra|«idify «d iii'MduuliMii, ’riii«y 
rniild !H»t Juakn U|» tlnur Hitlida In raaf I hr |irrrii'n'H imarl 
udrift j aiui, in ^dnui, altrr rvi-ry Idilr whia|«rr »»f' |*rndriilial 
ndsidvin^* nrhuuif thi* nnl'iulin;i,t hnrdm *d Ikdl.iiit) 
tn piifdi <ni, hui.Hhnrt nnu'u anti -tad aa ihr wind lii!ln«h 

Hr was us raitrr tn dt» u.h llir\ rnald hr |«i ■ Sind 

this 1 wrl! knrtt at tin* tniir. ! had. hnivr\rr. tm imliMii, liiiiit 
id! Ids riU'rr.H|<i»ndrnrr lay hidnir ini% «d llir rHiriit tn \v|isr|| 
lir hu«! prrndffrd hiinHrll thn^ rarlv t»» hudd jui t in* rhaiirf«#i 
iif lifr, hrahh, and run! innr*! |«i|tnlarif y . Itrlrtr ’|‘hr k’ni- 
iinrH nf Nii-trl isniird lh«^ |»rr'rn Sr*»tf had mrliainn^d 

ins! rnnirn! .H» and rrmvrd hi'^i hi«ikH«-!lriat.’ hdhs hu- tin Irnn 
tlllill fnur Wrrks nt lirtiuii” -nut i»ur *»f I Itriit iil lirf^^ l>*r 
llrarrihts! in tin* dn'd.Ni id Hgrrriii«'’lll —'tM hi* |»r«*dnrrd in it||. 
hrukru HllWvH.'arn, rarh <»f llirni t«» till at Iraal. thrrr \ «t!l|||t «*,’4 

hut- with iffHprr naviiig rhitnir^ an hi iiirrraar id’ rsf|ty uiifiiiry 
in riisr any nf thmi hIihiiIiI rnn It* I'lntr. -I ml « it Inn 
yrrirs id! tiiia lint iri|»ii! ion limi linni off hy Ihn-rnl id* 

iltr hrak, C|nriiliii I)urwiir»l* Hi, Utfniin*i4 Widh iind i(rd,|.'aiiiit 
h*i; luid iliit iirw rnatlif wim hy ihiti Imm roiii|»lidi,7, Hiil iiy 
iliiii tinir thr rnd iiko %vm iHi|»roi4rliiii|^ ! 

Thn uplinnlid Ihnniiiiro id Thr Hirntn wm |iii.!ili,sl 4 ttil in tlir 
hrghinilig <d‘ Hrrrtiihi*r |H*J| ; Iiiid ihr nf Iln 

iltlunHji||i^ri% till* hi*4iillsfid roniriLHt Ilf ,\liiiiia alnl llrriida, aiiil 
tlin ri«|niiiit4dy dritm'ii idiunirtrr «d tkiiiiiiiii f linadaiiii, hniiid 

ihr fminiittii whirh f.hrr tt-urlt Mii-ilt- Hitd 


4in'iiiii| «if a uf m’tiffrH ni tliui JonriuiK and 

III :i Imiii* w nirly ihflriml TriMu tliuMi* giv<*n Wavt^r- 
iiyv, Utiy MaiiiirriHja aii*i din* A iit itjiiary. I fainyv Mr. Uifford 
liiid lif'i'Miiii* rniivutri'd that ht’ had iiiadn a ^(rifVoiLH ii!i.siak<^ 
ill llii'i hflurn iu» iM’i|ini‘.sr»‘d ia Si'idl'a firnpnMal a.haui 

** i|iiiirlia'U4.t llin tdiild '* u» daiuiary ISU;; anti if hr wa.H fart- 
lliiafi' III tiiidiiit: a rniilMhuttM* aidr and lu trral. t-ha 

raai ««f Fallii'r Vi |»rnia‘ny with rxndjrn!, akilh and in 

a H|»irif- iiiHriMirfiirtlanl tla* jiirl and lanna’a! arntiiurnlH 

Ilf tiir |tiiiiliia \\v nHi*a ai?-iu rrfoi^niHf' a |draM!ni.t and Imiunir- 
iiitlr trail hI rliararirr ni tim I rankiifsH with uddrh tin* rtndiiHt^ 
mid nftiai di\n|inin' «'dit<*r innv ih'haaitrd I hr {nai Mr. Srainr. 

rtii llm frail in*mnlHn\ Sir ^\'ahrr rmnvrtl a <a)|)y <d' Chiia, 
iw yri iinfai Itlndird, !r«»iu Ia«rd Hyrnida hiHdcarllrr* who luui 
hrrii iii;drm’t«n| tu nnk nhrllii'r hr had any rdfjrrtioa to hav- 
iiirr ihr ** .Myntrry ** dfiliralrd in liiia. Hr HawM, in anawnr to 
Mr. Miirriiy* 1 an'rjit with IVidinga uf r'i’oat ohii^fatlon tlui 
lintirring |»r*>|nrsal of Lord Byron to pndix iny na-ino to tho 
vory Knoid mid tmiirmionH drniun td' Hain. Sona* part of 
ilir |iinKiiii|.tn i.*4 liold, and may ahork onr rhiHH td' rrmhn’H, 
wlioao tt»ni» will adopird by othrra imt of aOVidalion or 
inivy. lint thm limy immt rondnnn thr Baratlinn LohL if, 
ihry hiivr a mind to hr rom-d;driit. ddir timiddiki^ ri'UHoninK 
i«ii( hold idiwjdiinny *>f thr timid and of hia pupil Irail rxmdly 
to ilii^ point, whirh \vm to Im inHprrif?d -■■M.hr roinnuHHion of 
thr limt mnrdrr, ami thr ruin and drapair of tln^ prrfirtraiord* 
Hindi wa.H SroitVi opinion td' thr ilrama whirls whrn pimtrd,. 
Lord Kidoii rrfimrd to proti»rt. It may hr iloubirti if thr 
grriii I ‘liiiiiridlor had rvrr road BarinfiHr LcmL 

WhiM^vrr rrad?i Hrott'H Iritm’H to d'rrry miglit nainrally aup- 
jioxr^ that dnriiiif thi^ winirr hin tlionghia wrrr almoai rxidn- 
aividy tManipird with thr rmiitg rditirr on lAvrtnlHidr. Thr pains 
iiif iakoM iibmi rvrry tritlr of arrangrinrmt. rxtrrior and intc*. 
rior, ill friily most rrmarkahlr: it in not probaldr ilnit many 
idlf* Itinls or lidrda rvin^ look half ho inurh about Hindi inattriu 
lint liii liirriiry imliiatry wan all tin? whiir. unrrstiug. His 
-Nigid wiia 1*111111.11011^1 by Anri! IBTi. Hr had rdiicnl Lord 
FoiiiititiidiiiirH C1hrom.d«Kiriu Note's, and «rvrral otlmr anti- 
f|iti.iriaii puliliriitifiiiH. Nor luwl lu^ nrglrrtrd a |irmiUHr of thr 
itiiniiiiir hrforii tci HUjiply Minn Baillir witli a ronirilmtion for 
II voliiitiii of iiiiicadliinroiiH vrrmi, widcdi sln.^ had mnhsriakrn 
to rmiipilo for thr tonriltof a frirnd in diHtrrsn. With that 
virw tie now prod iirtai ™ and that, m I w<dt nmirinlair, in the 
ecairio of two rainy iiifiriiingH at A.bhotiford~tl.ii dramatio 



fur lirr rhantahli’ II*' iM.ni 

uIhuu fur ant>tlirr subjrrt liki-ly In r|{i|ir4*'r‘4 m .numilfi' 
«“unipa.s,s ; aiul thi' lUair- Adaiu Uh’**! lUit «»!' ihi’ ijr\i i4ii|i 

plnal hna with niif \n Mi-aiii mu hmiriiig 

a whi.H|HT iilwait H.ilaliin f I ill. i niniMi- li.ifiiiiT, with 

iHit HathiiK tha MS., turlhu nil liauirrrd I,., fiiiHi fi.r tlii'- vtifn- 
right ■ ■ iha sama ihaf had apjo-ami aluM^'a. irral luiialU 

liimiitiatail, wliau Mth'iTtl la Isu; ii.r !]i»* riulaan .Marniiuii, 
It, wan iifraiflt'd. and a h*Ht*r ahnai Im |m^ *|iiM!r'd will nlirw 
how widl I hr hr;ul nf ihr firm ua.n |th'.tsi'd uith IIiim wild 
ha. r gain. 

I'hr NigrI was puhlrdtrd Mii iIm' ragh rf .\|.iv hH’Jl* ; nil, I 
wufg I nrrd md, say, liadrd an ranking ii.i ila- lir a rla.'-r-i nf 
SroilVi rignaiirtrs. tnd»‘rd, aa a hist-Hnfal |Mirtrailiiri\ hra of 
dainrH I. i^tainhi forlli |irrantHii**iii, ntid aliiin;,!. 
ha|m, in rr|>nnwiiig lhra«Mi«n-r|a drhb^nitrly m a arrirs, 
any onn cil ihrin Iravo hi» roni| 4 r|o nu tiii|srtvHHn»ii. im I hr 
urn of an ago. It m, in fan. tlir hr^l vmimvntm-y un ihr old 

FiUgliah dmiua hardly a niiiglr |iuitifr*i«|nr of iiiaiiiii*r,H 

t 4 .nn*hiHl hy Hon donnon and Ium rontrinirtirarirn fait |i.iw l.ii*rn 
dovotailiHi into thin atory, and all m» ra.?idv and iialnralty. iw 
to form tlin iiioHi i 4 lrihiiig OMntrii.ni to th*^ li$f 4 «»riinil roinaiimi 
of authorH wlio rra#a. aa thr srlioollHJi, h |d*ra,si* ii. and Ihrii i4rf, 
til work opiiroiHNod and iMWVildi’rmi with tliinr rriidr and 1111 = 
dtgt‘Hti‘d hnnlrn. 

<hi thr dav aftrr thi^ |»nldirali»»n. <‘onfitalih\ thru iirar 
don. wrotr ilnw to thr author; ‘-*'1 waa in liorn yrn.|rrdiiv, 
and HO koiudy wrrr tin* |iro|d«‘* drvonriiig iiiy fionid 
(hninih% that I ariiiidly aaw thnn rinidiiig if." in lln^ nirm^t.n iw 
ilioy I'HwmHl along, I *mmm^ yon ilirro m tm maggi^ralioii in 
tluH, ,A now novid from ilio Author of Wa%'rrlry |iiii ?4 lyinio 
— in oihrr wonb* jintii down for iho liiiio ■ «n-i^rv «»ltirr iifpriiry 
I.Mtrforiiiiini'm. Tim Hmm’k Oroiiii, hy whndi llio'innv wurk ira#i 
Hhipfifidi arrived at iht* wharf iiii Hnmlay ; llio h 4 il*^:fi iia^rr* g«il 
out hy mu* on Monday tnoriiing* and Mmu linJf jniiii ten ./rloi'k 
TCHMI oojiit^ijnnl iMnni diii|ioraod! I wiia iriily iiii|»|iy lo lioar of 
lialiilon^ iind^ of ihif^ aii-tiiifiMd'<iry iirrii.iiginiiriii!i iniitli^ fur 
its iiuhliyitticiii, I wdah I hml tlio |M»wrf nf |*fPiMiiling itiili 
you togifiiiiitt Hittiiliir jirothirtion ovorv tlirw lip.iiiiliii , uml 
that cinr finakint oinniiioa cm thiH wiilo ifip iiijnlur liiiglii not 
l«¥ii toci^iiiiwdi tlioir own %vny, yoiir iitml iirm.itiiitir' 

ikottdi might ft vroiild lit» in 


Hn‘ ti> iMi! MuItjtH'fs ( hatl 1 h*. qtiit.i* l^ord 

uf tli«' - iMit v«»ti know mv criiving t.o 1)1^ ami I 

(‘aiiiiHf. mrntiuuiait lnTt* that. ! .shuuhl likt' to seo a battle 

of lla.Htiiiq.H ;i t ’rrasv ;i litjswurih th'hl ;iml nuuiy luoro.’* 

^ -'rill* NigrI waM jUHt. laiiiirhiMl ■ (kitsHtahh* kmnv t-hat Ihnau’il 
llti'* P<*ak was ulrt'aily nu lh<‘ sttwk.s; yrt stu* huw <|uiet.lv’^ 1 h‘. 
that a littlr faunari* of tht* Hali<lnn class might, caisily 
!m rigged mil nm*c a quarter hv way ef diversiou, and t.hus add 
anutiun- I,. Imtu per auiuiiu tti llie L.UhiJUUur L.la,0(Hhon which 
all part It'S ismidt'd as the sure yearly prniit. of the threi‘ deckiu’s 
iujhiv! Ihtl <*uustabh\ tlunug that rcHidtuu'c in Huglaud, was 
ill th*' ludnt of wntuiK e\ery week or two (o Hir Walt t‘r, and 
his letters are all of the saim^ etuuplejcion. ddm ardiurt book- 
sellerd brain st-ems to have bemi welbnigh unHettlml ; and I 
hav«^ iiftiui ilutuglit tliat tiie ftixgh^ve which In^ then swallowed 
(his isunplaini being a I hreattuiing <»r water in the elnsst) might 
liavi^ had a stiariMn the text ravagant i‘Xeiti‘ment of his mind, 
i leruHionalty , however, lie enters on di'tails, as to whi(‘h, or at 
least us t<» Hir VValterd sliare in them, Mnu*e c*onId not have 
Ikmui any mistaki'; and iln'se wt*rt% it must be owned, of a 
nature well eideidated to nourish and sustain in tla^ author's 
fain^v a degree of abnost niail t'xhilaralion, near akiti to his 
|*ubltiili«u‘*s own predtuninant nnsHk In a letti'r of the ensuing 
month, for example, aftm* returning to the progress of Ihweril 
of the peak, und*»r lojHMi eopies of whieli {or mnudy that miu^ 
her) |lidlaniyne‘ii press«*s were now groiuung» and glaueing 
gaily to the pri»spert id' their Innug kepi ri'gularly employetl 
til iiie same extimi nniil thre** idlier novels, as yet unehris- 
teiied, timl folhiweil IkHoudb be adds a summary of what was 
ilitui, bail just Imini, or was aismt \v \h\ tln^ amount of tKurn- 
pillion furnishinl to tln^ sann^ office by reprints tif older works 
of tln^ Slime pmi ; Hummary/' he exclaims, “to whicdi 1 

venture to say iliere will Ih^ la* rival in our ilay V And w«dl 
might tkuistable say h<i; for the result is, that »lame» Ballati- 
iy lie and lki» liad just execuUnl, or were on ilm eve of execut- 
iiig, hy hiH onler ~ 


** A mm editimi of Hir W. HeotPs Poetical Works, in 10 

VI its. Ctniuiatiirei , . . . . AlKH) copies. 

Hovek lynl Tales, Pi vola. ditto, , , . fkMK) *— 

Ilistnrieid ICoirtaiim^s, 0 vola. ditto, . , . fkKH) — 

Ptadry from Wiivi^rley, i%c. I vok limo, . rdMIO — - 

PiiiM^r ri^qiiired, 7772 rimma 

Voliiiiiefi prmtiietal from Hallautynek press, . l,4f>,0CK>!” 



I'o whit’li itiuv N.'tls’lv Iruiii .iti.iiiiii fii 'III 

iiinn* a.'^ t 1 m' niniif^Ktl 1' iiriHiiiri' itf iIh^ aiitlii*!' '* d 
Wllhlll |!m’ *»t HVriv*’ l||H||th*i, ri|i‘ Ilf 

ti«*na M'Ii. i-iion.di to Inrii 4ii\ 

wiIh; i ’tarii in Ihh ''»»*! iiMHi-H, n aa it-i 
a lirad lartM’ hh rVi*i' naf mi ih*' fdaaihirrH mI ,i |; 
liliii»ll iMfi, III tnilh, liud hrrii iriMViin* it 

Ilf Hfirnint uu«l f iirtiiHiliii;: ttifl 

Hf. tnii, .tK I Miik^ht lii liir'ii! 1* >li*’d »' 

itkn a trill* Sanfrliiaaii, f ati'd liiH ilii'.iiii’i 

Ilf |u*«|iir;U liin^ ?<* lii’^ inar th*' iliiih'' usmI »ilt:iist\ 

arri\H ; li»% f»M», rMtiMilrt aid v iIsih fifiii« 

laiHlinl a.Hlafr in Inn nalivi* funii!) «>! , iit% 

ind. had, \vhi!«’ A idml wivi mvit i; 

IH’iiii : ami ala>i * t’*ir *’ Arrlnlf.'ihi < 'ss!i,*i!ahlr^ «i|' i\ 
ami lua uv«*rwm’iiiiiit UilmciraiiHn i»f' m*»rhllv «»ii' 
hint liirnaily liri-iun In |ir»niiir«» a r**l»nlmv 

I miiHi |»aHii nil tu II ilttfi'riml rsmtniimiil Aliiil 
viHii to hia norlliorii iUnninhmn in I to* iiiit niiiii nf' I 
ihij4 tiism no Pnnro of tin* IfmiHo nf llaiioia*r v 
liavn tonrhmi tin* noil of .Siailhiinl, oiirri'il win 
lamii hold thorn in iini vnr'ail n*ri ■ i 

iiuf^ror of i’ullod**n, - ■••Mlio Imti’linr t hiiiil*f*rliiiiil. 
tin* vnrv imd droam t»f had o‘i|»ir«*ii wi 

mtl of Vork, tliori* oimhl Im lilll** douht that all 
dkirioH, of whalovnr Hhadi* of jiiniliiiiiml, wmiltl «■* 
thi*ir lawful HoVf*rom'ii a |,*rni’lini* id Wiirin ainl dri 
hut tin* fi’**liiii4f4 of tin* lahoral'* towardii tirorm* t 
had hnm iiufavoiiral»Iy tiiirtnrnd, in 
iimiiinidH in \nn loMtory ■■ alio%n* nil 1 *'> 
|»ojai!i4tion inldniod to that iiolitinil rrimih ■ tiio 
JUid HriMidiilH liml loritiiiiiiiod, m 

yoiiloriiiiy , in tlm triiil of lti» i|nooii. itii llio wli 
flio iijiiidoit of rcml oli««»r%n»rii, a %'ory ilruilitfiil 
wliifdi ilio now, Imi not ymiiin, kinn Inirl r«'«»lvpil 
hi^ had Imh*!! iiiovinl fi-» d** ho in a ¥«*ry ifri^iil i 
diroidly itnd iinliroolly, l*y Hroit, Ihoro ran m* i 
I I'Mdioto it %vill \m uriinlod h? nil mdi« rmill tliP 
thoy c«!niirrr*il, lluit hm iiniiiily inrpil In Hi 

iiititmtm«\ iiitiln»rily» wnd tlti* iintrv iliitn in 

of ilw liifilto^t InijM^n ho roidil lititti imliilfpit «is 
of tliw jirogrimn. 

Wlti'tlior ii!l tho arriiiigoiiioitli wfiicli •Hir WnJfc 
■piiftiroiMl, worn ooimaivwl iii tlio tiniil iiimiiriilo %m 


vni It t.u ht* vt*i*y ^(taiorally i.hought, when 

the first |H*unfainiiH‘s were iMsue<h‘ t |iai kilt's ;unl buKpilH^s 
were iu oeintpy a Kreai deal ten rmich spar**. With ail n^speet 
l«a* tilt* i^eijeruuM qualities*, whieh (he !!ip;hlauil elans haviujft^ni 
eKfiibited, it wais ilHlimli te luynd. thai tliey bad always eons ti- 
tutfsl a siaulh ami ulniusi always an uniin* p« trlaut- part of f-ln*. 
Heottifih poptilaliiin; and when ene ndhs-ti'd how nds(*ra.bly 
iindr iminbers Inni fd' iat<‘ yt*ars been rediieed iu eousequenee <>1* 
tlie sellisit and hart! ht*arte«l poliey ot their landlords, it. alnnwt 
seennai as if there was a erne! mtiekery in so nnieh 

proininenee to their prehnisions. But there eoidd iu* uo (pies- 
lion tiiai tiiey wium* pieiuresfpie and tlndr euthusiastu was too 
sineere not to he eatehiip-r; .h«» that hy and l)y even tlu^ (’oolesU 
headeti Siussintaeh hdt ids h<’a.r(., like tiohn (d’ A ri^'y h‘'s, “ warm 
in the tartan ; and Ididt and low wtu’t* in tin* hiinmur, not only 
to iipplamh hilt earln uiaatrdiiig to his stathjin to tak(‘ a share 
in wliat iniKtd really 1 h* deserilnsl as a sort (d* terriilleur 

timi iif the Holy root! ehapBa’s in Wa vm’h^y ; dieor|.p^ W.^ anno 
mtitim \MK bidn^f well caintenBnl to (*naet Britiet^ (‘harliiq witli 
the t f real Unknown himself for Ids Baron Bradwardimq “ad 
vH d(irnhi*mlnH etilitjita dnmiui mjtH past hattttUiam,'^'' 
Bui Hir Waiter !iad as many parts to play iis t*ver tasked ilie 
|*n»i«'an nenius ttf his frieml Mathews; and he played tliem all 
with as iiuu'h eiunlial enerKV as aiiimatisl the exm’titHis of any 
llenehmaii or Piper in tin* eompany. His severest duties, Imw- 
cnan*, were thime <d' staneaiiana|fc;;er% and umler ihtxHe I sineerely 
iMdievi' atiy other human isdiiK’s tiuuptu’ wonltl vei’y sooti have 
given way. 'rhe maaiatraies, bi'wildered with tln^ rush of 
imvelty, ilirew tliemselvt^s on him for atlviee about the merest 
trifles; and he had i*i arrange evtay thing, frcnn the order of a 
|triwiiKsiiin it* the einliroiderinK of a eross, Kre tla^ green-riHun 
III Chistle Htreei had fUsmisHed provosts and bailies, it was sure 
to Im! ta*»iiiged by swelling ehitd'iaiim, who eouhl not agree on 
the tadaiive jiosititiiis their vUmn hiul fH‘eupi«Hi at Bannoc‘.klnirn, 
wliiett tliiyy eonHiderial as eonstituting the anihentie preeedent 
for deteriiiiitiitg their owm jilimes, eaeh at tlie head of his little 
theiitrieiil liiil, in ttm lim-^ of ttie King’s eseort between tin* Bier 
iif lieit.li liial the Uiii‘mngat4'*. It required all iHeott’s unwc'aried 
pasl Iniiiiotir, and iiiijNiriurbable {aiwer of fiu’e, to hear in lav 
tKiiiiing griiviiy the sputitwing eontroversies of sueh fiery rivals, 
©i«‘h regarding hiinsi^lf ns a true potentiite, tlie repn^smitativ© 
of prlneei iw i«teieiit.ii« Ilonrbon ; and no man eould have eoaxed 
fclieiii into deeeitl. eiM)|«iriition, eneeid him wlnun all the Higle 
Iwidtrsi from tlio Imughticist Mattivor to the slyest (Jallum li©g| 
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in Immhui,: u|» tli*^ gf«Ml ri<"4«*ii'r ;ii 

tJirir t i'.mIi! i»M4.ir\ II*’ Ii.i4, n-, Hi 

ifrlirali^ s‘!' hi^ .idiiinn ra! 1 *^ 11 , .411 .plmiraii. 

n!i<^ h.ii4 is!i ills' i»i lii-i 

<|uir«*sl ii»4 linsui -hIi.u'*’' i»f nut Inn it \ 4in*»ir.:: lli-*- r< 
Slrwnii *»l linrlli, ih*' liSnioi juii m! iIm- 11 
liiiist.H. t hi tiiiiili i nil t«vri hiiIi I hr n 

niid H|iiiiii I v*hI iIu- I ’.4|»t ui ii-'ilii|* *4 ti 

lill’UiMly Hlllltlrtl !i» iM nti l»»ll i>l v «'r* 

iUiiii* fur th«" i»»n *«! lit*’ |«liil.i|jr;.* , a.ii4 

rtiuilurlinf that iirrnv in nurli nli *i«\ tli.it 

I Im' IUMhI H|t!r|}i|l«l 111 lll»' « hrir « 

|»Min»rn!{{n. flul hr, Ii.mI n |wilriils„il ii 

uf rivill fhlr'i taillH, ;iini%iiil|i tlir i&|»|r l»arluii|rt »*i 
Vrlrrau, Sriilt HUrrri’iiinl Isniiliy iii ;in -lung 11 
aiul rinlui’iiiit tlunr «’t»iitlirisii|| |♦rr^*ulr4|s»|H.| isi |.i 
lit liiiii X iiimw n\ 

wurk^), wlirriuii tinninaliu'* insni iiiir 

wiw iiiuh*ri4i«»«»ii It* lia«l 11 ruiiHiilrriihir fiiiiin 

ill iliia |Nnii’t‘-utnikiitg ; but tlir Iiir4|*il4ilil 

WlW II nut Irm rtllriiuit uricilll uf llllbiiuir«\ 

Almui iiiMui Ilf till' Mill «»!' An.iiu«t, ilu* r*n'iil ^ 
llttiUiiliilii *»f ivur aiii'hiir iii lln* lb» 

tint al till tiillliMt |U"i*h»|CU«" is.lil rlilr»*4t*'‘= 
** wiirailu fur II auiiity iliiyh’ thr %%:m m 

it'iiii it wiia fiuiiisi iirurmuiry 1*1 ili»f«’r tJu^ Innil 
Ihtli, III till* imtlni i*f lli«* mill* liiiwin:'i'*r, Hir 
iilT in ihr liiiyal lirurgi’*; Iili4. fiiiyis tli*^ 

Wlirii luH arrival ii.luiig.f4ii|i» ihr yarlil 
tliu King, ■ Whiit ! * mcrhiiiiit*4 Inn * t*^sr 

Tlii'^ mini ill Hi'tilliiiul I iiuwi tii iipn ! |#pI lit 

Wlitui iiu till ilii't <|iiitrl«'mlrr|t» litJi 

11 tmtihi <if liinliliiiid %vtii?iky, iiiiil liiivittn ilrui 
ilwirw! II gliwa bi tlllinl fur liiiii, Hir Wnllitr, 
lii« tiiiiii|ii*r, miMlt* ft riM|ui’Mi iliiil tlip ICtiig W'«ii 
til l.ii*iitow im him tim gliwn tiul tif wliii4i lib II a. 
tlriiiik fib liimlth; niul iliin iMfliin friiiil#4i iIip | 
wiin iiiiiiiiMtiatu4y wm|i|ml itfi iiisil «mrf?fii!lf iii»|»i 

lifi wtictifptl lij m tim nmfmt |«irl i#! }ih I 

with it til Ciaafclit Htwit; tii m%y injiliiiii iii 


VISIT OF CEABBE. 
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midst^of these tumultuous preparations for tlie rojai advents 
Xotwitiistaading all siicli iiiip^diments. he found Iiis f.|i^rter5 
ready for Mm, and Scott cnioring, wet and liiirriHl, eiii|jraef*ri 
tlie venerable man %\itli brotlieriy affection. Tlie riyal pft 
was forgotten — the anipde skirt of the coat witiiin wLirh it 
had been paeked, and which he had hitlieriij heki cautii^u^lv 
in front of his person, slipped back to its more usual 
— he sat down beside CraLlje, and the glass was cruVut-d to 
atoms. His scream and gesture made his wife eoiniiuh- iL.iX 
he had sat down on a pair of scissors or the like : hut wrv lit tie 
harm had been done except the breaking of the glass. 
alone he had been thinking. This was a damage not to rt^- 
paired : as for the scratch that accompanied it, its scar was of 
no great consequence, as even when mounting the 
or battle garment’ of the Celtic Club, he adhered, like his 
hero Waver ley, to the trews. 

By six o’clock next morning, Sir Walter, arrayed in the 
Garb of old G-aul (which he had of the Campbell tartan, in 
memory of one of his great-grandmothers), was attending a 
muster of these gallant Celts in the Queen-Street Ganiens, 
where he had the honour of presenting them with a set of 
colours, and delivered a suitable exhortation, crowned with 
their rapturous applause. Some members of the Club, all of 
course in their full costume, were invited to breakfast with 
him. He had previously retired for a little to his library, and 
when he entered the parlour, Mr. Crabbe, dressed in the high- 
est style of professional neatness and decorum, with buckles 
in his shoes, and whatever was then considered as befitting an 
English clergyman of his yeai^ and station, was standing in 
the midst of half-a-dozen stalwart Highlanders, exchanging 
elaborate civilities with them in what was at least meant to be 
Ereiich. He had come into the room shortly before, without 
having been warned about such company, and hearing the 
party conversing together in an unknown tongue, the 
old man had adopted, in his first salutation, what he con- 
sidered as the universal language. Some of the Celts, on 
their part, took him for some foreign abbe or bishop, and 
were doing their best to explain to Mm that they were not 
the wild savages for which, from the startled glance he hai 
thrown on their hirsute proportions, there seemed but t€M> 
much reason to suspect he had taken them ; others, more ^r- 
spicacious, gave in to the thing for the joke’s sake ; and there 
was high fun when SccAt dissolved the charm of their stam- 
mering, by grmping Crabbe with one hand, and the nmrMt of 



itir ;il|s| »’i i I lil^ l%'!|! 

till* H.uut* litMiiy I Mr JHfH/. 

ri'rha|‘> ii»J »*t i|h .> -i ^ 

Si'nllaHi! \ulh a ‘a‘aii1ii*r HfMrk »»! ml * smii .li 

fry a!i<l th*-’ |h;ui f 1^1,4 iH ll'i 

lilMfr* I’H Vrl V !«»uk*'4i ill! I 'UuaiiMtri |ijr* 

wtlli Ihui III Angu.Hf IH'J'J, It 4« if L»' 

I’Mlirrlvrii t!i;i! ih** r.iiJi*' r' 4 .ili 4 
|>i*;irrfu! f-ilMiHl, i*Mn!aiiM ‘4 .uiudh' .1 

HIhI gl*lit !«hi, nWlliiiut lio allililt I' Hilli Fji:;* 

ill MihhI t»r in .H|H>i'rh, mul -ildl j»i'Mn 4 m %imi 
0 |i|»Hrt unity r.iTiird, li ii.duuial ♦iri‘‘r» i4 ihrir 
rullHltifr.lhl V lluU’i' r**.‘-.s’lu|d;il]irr' In itu A ilU'i !r .|tl 
t.H tliat nf’ ;Ui >i}ri| liiviii*' lr*Ui^ III*' W 

Hill lilt' an|«*fl m| ri!^ uli lh«' iAfU » ,4 .h i 

iiihalulaiila aa it fMulil Irn** rviui to tin' I 

ti»n : inuu'y liri|^»li! iiiul s»i'rti|niH| |*v 1 

army. «»r Hy ili’i.trlHiiriita of ilnnir inni 
fn»iii in-ytiiid thr liiirfs 

luiil artillery, rirrlmn AiiliurA Sali? 4 nir’r « 

C*a.lt 4 ili IliH aiiil lhi» mI «1 lihirk Hm i 

ill ilm f^mok*** «»f whilr* a 

Miirli m hail m*! wiivml Ihiu'i’ iiiiirr I'M/y tliinir 
iivnr lilh iH'i'ry r4lr*"«4. h*|ii.ir*\ i^nir 4 »'ti, *»r r*|»iu: 
jiiivial with Hulai of tnliuit 

wlmri^ gliltmiH' limn-s nf hi 4 i»« 4 .r 4 iiiarli «’'4 IIp’ iii 
fur ilm a|*|»r»»jirliiii|^ All iM|iii«ni.'f 

lUHiis Hiiiik int»» m»!hiii|.t lli«' *» 

liiii! it wiiM th«’ f^iiiins or iiriitiy fin, un 

day whiui tim Kiii^ 1-41 lak«^ |«iit in 
tiiiiiiial, 1 f'nru'ni Hir W*ill«^r'ii jdari* itiyi 

but till nii*^ nr utimr «»f I 

ill ail npui niirriagn, in titn jligiiHnid ^rin 

trial m Imrumidiy m lliiriti iniiiHrlf fmlw iim.i 
will nviibiitly ill 11 imml ImrdiMli i»f r%r5 

liciiiimt Hntrr Afialiinmm iiiiiiiin,nti| a,f 4 Ii€t,n! i,** 
of li tinriiir aort tliiiii im liii«l nmmth iii Inn fir4'.|, 
jMirtiiiiw, lUI, liiiglit U* Imn m 

with lliii ormkiaHiat aiitt r«fii!iir London *l»dni 
wliiiifi Ills, fur tlm fir»t ami liwl 111111% iHii|idi^rd 
.royiil forliiightd’ 

It t«, I ludittira, of tliti itiiiiirr «if llisn lAtli Am 
Strfiit thut Oriibla^ jmiiiiwl tli*" Lrmf 

Jtiitriml Whilit it i$ frn*ifi iw my iiOTtit#ry 


Hrnl»i‘ tljiMliiv w}ii«'h i havo jtLst. but I cio not lK‘li(‘vo 

ait aia-iirati’ df*arri |»l sun fu hi* \Vha.t a-vailn it to nay, 

for that thorr iio*t ut ila‘ su!ti|sluoua diuinn*, in all tfso 

iHial.iinti' of tin* 1 liahlamlortn iln* yjvid ohiof lunna‘lf, a-ntl oflionra 
c»f liSM rMns|tan\\ Utia not lh<* .sin»,nila.riiy csf H[>poar- 

nnw and 11001111*1:1 llto |M‘onliariti<‘a of uh'U all* goniionn'n, 
hut rounili^ our norioty h*:i«i<Ti 4 of olana - jttvous4 coiii- 
paiiy. ’riii*n_\vo has! Sir Walirr Suoti's national 'iMnv^n and 
hallada, o^lulututi: all !ho fiMdinua of rlun.sldp. 1 ihon*jjlt(, it. 
ail liofioiir that 1 1 Irnitarry m on t(«»k notioi* of ima for thoro. 
wot'o fliosr, and yonflomon too, who (‘otnddori'd tlnnnsidvt'H 
lionosirod in folhnvinkr in hia train. I'hort^ wiu’t* also Lin’d 
Krrol, ami tlto Maolood. ami tlm Kranor* and tht» Clordost, and 
Iht* Fin’KaaMon ; and I oonvomod at dinmu* wdth laidy (iltni- 
garry, and dtd almn.t Itofiovo inyHidf a harpor, or hani, ratlim* 

for harp I oannot Htnko; and Sir Walttn* was tlm lift* and 

Hiiul of tin* w holts If: was a Hphunlid IVstivity, and I folt I 
know nut how iiuioh yttniignr.'' 

In tlm glittoring and iumultumm aHHinnhlitKOH of that HtniHon, 
tlm tdth*r hard was (to mno om^ of his friomhM fa,vouritt^ siniili- 
tudosj vory tiko a omo in it frvmd ItHtnintj ; and tl'iisngh Soott 
ounld imvor havo Imon hooii in ouhinrs nmro likoly to (*xoito 
adnurafiun, c *nihho hat! Iiartlly any u|)poHunity of olmorviug 
him in tlu'^ m'oryday luvoahionoH.n of Iuh oonvm’so. Sir Widtor’H 
mtihuHiaatio oxrifonmnt alHtnt tlm kilts and t,lm prooiSHHions 
aimniia! at lirat ntiindy imanupndnniHihlo to him; but by dogroos 
tio porofdvod and approoiatod tlm doxtin’ons miniagonumt of 
|irojmlmirn and protoimiuns, IIo oxidainm, in his tfournal,™ 
** Wliai a koon diHoriminuting man is my friond!*’ But I nhall 
ovor round, that Fralihimlid not hoo him at AhhotHford among 
Iiifi kiokst tiiM Irons* his own gtmd simplo poaHante. Timy lawL 

I bdioyin hut ono uniot walk t«tgoilmr» and it was to tlm ruiuB 
Ilf Hi. Aiiiliiinyb I ‘fiajad and MuHohat's Fairm whitdi tlm ch.M^|) 
iiiijirossiiin iiiiiiliMin IbaLho by tlm Iloarttd' Middtoihian had 
givoii him iiii oiirnost wish to acm. I imooinpaniiMl tlmm; and 
itio hour w* f4|itnii, in tlm onursouf wliioh tlm firm old man gavo 
iia Millin’' iiiufii iuuoliiiig amnntutoH of his oarly Htaniggit's, wim 

II t4'*iily iltdigliifnl imuirmi to thn himtlo and worry of niisooh 
Iiiiiofiiis sfiiniity wliioh lanwimmd an many of his fow hours in 
Hoiiitiiiiif. 

II 1 P liiiig took iiji hiM roHidnnro at I>a!kinili !*alaoo; and 
tmro hb diiimm |Mirty alinoai ilaily imdmlod Sir Walton who, 
liuwiivor* i4ji|miirod In liitvn dorivod morn doopdolt griiti tioation 
from lii» Miijiiity*« kind and jmBmnal alBuition to hii juTonik 



ItnsI ilht' l»nK«‘ oi r.iiiTlrufli .tn ;it ilii? ki 

li'fulh \ rar i. I hat^ t rniii al I ! !♦*’ tlafti’riiii:: 
oti liUiis«*H'. llii" l\i!ie rr|*.iirril 

Itiiusf iWiMir thm* fMt thr »4 ,i : 

UiH’ Sinnia)- hi' a! I*ap|**>l 

rallHniral nl" SI. Ihlr^n’, lirli flit’ ifrrt iin its afi^ 

a«‘rv«ui hy th*' ih th*’ ninn'k I 

riaiKU'kni^h* rutitruHt tu ihr rapliirttan *• 
lion «»i} wri'kiiaya; aiiii tla' M-iai*' ii*»i ir-ri’-i 
tilt' Ch‘Hht»% wliM Hay H in lii>. JMuriuih 

(if Kiiiuhurt'li t»li tin' I's III *li‘aoul. 

'riitn'i' is til till* aiii 5 *nn'\ at M»h> 4 sfi’ri| .1 w 
IsV t’harh-N 1 . Ih thr M.yi|ui-* *»! .^ 1 * ajf rn'-ii- 

liinira's arin'^’ aitii «'y| 4 i*‘r «*iMnir iIn* hlaht 

till iht' mIIht. iHiv *ia) fhi' Lit*’ Miikr m! 
tti Hit iH‘\t tt» Sir \\'al!i*r, ami ri»iii| 4 iiiii*iilrii liiii 
iniM tif Buriirr \"#^*»iiiiiiiry lUurii 

tluii munuM^, ** linhnnlL' Haiti Sri»lt, *' 1 
a niHU h'fi t«i giinnl «»iir linniiHHlriiiln/* “ I'v*' 31 
qucitli till' Ihtkin “til wmiil 11 n*!' my I 

tonl tu of my iinrrHiurLH ,ni\ur<i " 

aayii Sir Wiilti'r, ilrily. “ in vrry wrlia*iin* fu Ir 
imar iliiliphauich ytiii«h*rL’ 

Aimihaf vitv ility ivaa lluil uf a |»f" 

HulyriMHl ill tin* wliin'iHif tli«' t"* 

ahviumnly Uinm Httaiii^iai niiiliy SiaiiTH iiiiHinimn 
I'Htm' <»f i’HllitiLt Mfi, iiH i’^aiily iiiighf l*«n liir* 
(>Iw*rvnm‘n i*i‘ “ tfn’ nf tin* iLirluimmil 

{llitm Sivniary i»f Sfuti^ fur i.ln' lluiiii' t ^i’|iiirliiH 
<Hm uf llitw |*r««*rrHfartii |iriviitrly . iiiBir 

jiliwn' ia if. uinl hi^ wii.lk«’fl up tli«» liiiili Slri'f'l . 

with Simil, liiriP lii'furp tin’ r*»yail 
in gi'i iliiii iiiniinia liin wiia iia lilll*^ 
itqf iintiiHi aa th«* Hf*i’ri*tii,ry* Imt Im iiaw mnm rm 
lii« whnit r<.niiii!iii« Hrniliiiiih aftty 

finirii*i»ti y«»ar», iiK|»rraHrtl liin Iivply r».’'iii«*iiil»r*iiirt 
siiwtiti VPiinmtitin walli miiirli Hiaitrii 
b| ail i^mmm «»f liiii riiiiiiiryiiitiii. In |irti|ii»iiiii 
iriMiiciry at 11 laihUn iHttimr gir«ii Iti Isiiii sn 
lair IHIMi, Hir Itnb^rt Fimt aiiiil,- “ I liaii tin* litti 

S ing Ilia laUi m liin Hi^i‘rpla.rf *if ^ 

a viiit ici Kdinliurgin I iiii|n»iif 4 «^ llii»rp iirf 
Iiora wlin wurti tirtwnii mi tliiit iw’r*fiicifiti, iil tl 
iCMMiiH wlitai llm tiayn nf iiimieiil idit%*iilrj wwrn rn 
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every man’s friendship seemed to be confirmed — when men 
met for the first time, who^ had always looked to each other 
with distrust, and resolved in the presence of their Sovereign 
to forget their hereditary feuds and animosities. In the 
beautiful language of Dry den — 

‘ Men met each other with erected look — 

The steps were higher that they took ; 

Triends to congratulate their friends would haste, 

And long inveterate foes saluted as they pass’d.’ 

Sir W alter Scott took an active lead in these ceremonies. On 
the day on which his Majesty was to pass from Holyroodhouse, 
he proposed to me to accompany him up the High Street, to 
see whether the arrangements were completed. I said to 
him — ^You are trying a dangerous experiment — you will 
never get through in privacy.’ He said, ^They are entirely 
absorbed in loyalty.’ But I was the better prophet : he was 
recognised from the one extremity of the street to the other, 
and never did I see such an instance of national devotion 
expressed.” 

The King at his first levee diverted many, and delighted 
Scott, by appearing in the full Highland garb, — the same 
brilliant Stuart Tartans, so called, in which certainly no 
Stuart, except Prince Charles, had ever presented himself 
in the saloons of Holyrood. His Majesty’s Celtic toilette had 
been carefully watched and assisted by the gallant Laird of 
Garth, who was not a little proud of the result of his dexter- 
ous manipulations of the royal plaid, and pronounced the King 
a vera pretty man.” And he did look a most stately and 
imposing person in that beautiful dress — but his satisfaction 
therein was cruelly disturbed, when he discovered, towering 
and blazing among and above the genuine Glengarries and 
Macleods and MacGregors, a figure even more portly than his 
own, equipped, from a sudden impulse of loyal ardour, in 
an equally complete set of the self-same conspicious Stuart 
tartans : — 

“He caugkt Sir William Curtis in a kilt — 

While throng’d the chiefs of every Highland clan 
To hail their brother, Vich Ian Alderman.” ^ 

In truth, this portentous apparition cast an air of ridicuje 
and caricature over the whole of Sir Walter’s Celtified pag- 
eantry. A sharp little bailie from Aberdeen, who had previ- 

Byron’s Age of Bronze. 


<>U.s!\‘ lUiiilf ,ii'8 1 11-1 ni! ;nH *• uith llir liiiiliil 

aiiiT l.islfti thr luifl*- M»U|j m| Ills 'Ini’! 
liiiii, a;-^ hr I h*^ h*|j;: 

thnit. aftrr ali. liT^ rMnluiiir iiai.n !i‘»l 
\\'|lll.il!l* U Ir* lia<i Isrrli lJ::i.*r4 nillta.-. ! lir- aiirlaa 
“ iri^usilr-is ii| r \ r \i' i a'tlia'h 

hr iiH;-*lakrii hrrtfni hr urnhl r\|‘laiii rriljrj 
!ir a|n»kr, tUrrw a uf j4lu ir:t! I* at i«li .i 

liuilri, wliirh, likr a liur aari liuiifrr 

Wi»rr .sturk IIJIm Mlir *4 hts i:.u1s-i'->. 
thi* Ahrrtlumati; *' flir kinlr’.s a' its-thl, tiirii . hai 
aprrU V’ ” laltrl'r's -.i ‘i» *n i Snrh >»■* 

htll wliiihri- hr “■;r.i^*r il a rM«'k**sl lia! airA 'a.iJI. 
lltr jH»|»r i»r rr-a»»iiiir ihr KiliLf:'. hui3i***ir, 'i 

Hliakrii hv hrrujral il Ih lir! %r 

icj iiiJ|uiir. 

A.h 111 llaiiih'l, ihm» Witii Im hr a |i!.iy l!* 

hy luK MaJ. rnlyh* Willliilii .Murriiy’-i rt^nn'iui 

ill luH |irrHrlirr ihr iltiiUui «»f U»»h lh»\ , 'llir i% 

i^lirhuiitrtl with thr Kuiffri lirar!) I.itn.:li!rr a! Ik 

joki'H; -■■■■■ hut I ^ar^u'ularly rriiiriulM’r Ihh Ahijral 
“luiui' i» yinir huiiiiuii trirk?il' 

Uii ihi^ L*'lth till* raliai riifriiaifinl lltrir Si 

II ImiHfiul ill llir tkirlmiiiinil Hmiwr; iiiiii Sir Wall 

ilivitril ill |irrHiilr tivrr Ilf !il|4*'?r |ly| til 
iu|^ ilh«MUth a|^|»arriiily an uiiri»iiHriun?i * 

l^ruiuM rrrrivr«i ilurilii^' thin IrHfnr waa, wli 

lifirr |aa»|H»aiiig liir lirailli tif I hr .\t ri 

waa unr iraat :iii4 Iml 1 * 11 *% in 

qUrHi till* itnarillhly tsi jriill IlMin I i4iall iiUil|»i 

Wiiil li«% ** Thr iimi VLihm 

jirrity to t'lin tif Ihllim.'* S^i r'«»|ii|i|r|r|y hm 

cnniitioii tirkoii lliiil iiulnwlv foaniia I* 

Iit4yilfal III ihf* tiiiir by whirli llitm ill 

viyyinl Itin Bflitj<»«i.y*« iiii|*rt*!4Mii»ii ilitii lli«i iniifkiiiii n 

glory Ilf Si’ulliUiii riHiHiwIoii iii IIip ili^:lihiii4 rhi 

tiliit4t4ihw. 

iMirljMMtiiciitiiitiiiiiii, iiinl tlir |*riirir lalmiiw 

of his lifts timl Imni jmi ilop|»ly rtiiiiipr|p4 mnlli llii 
tliilt it wiw tio wiiiidor hv «h<«iltl liavr Umghi Inii 
till tlioir oliwiw atitl ohiofu mnlli uliiPiwl im iinwli 1 

nsiiiiHit iw if lilt hful lift,*! iiniro llmii ii ^imhiiIiiih nl 

III fiiii foiiw. 'But it wm urwmmy t«» In* iin pyt--w 
royal iu tmlor Ui poiiiiirpliisiiil tliii oiloiii u* % 


allciW'iHi lii.H iiniiKtiiSit fhi^ nia.slrry over liini as i(Mili 
iiuilfrr.H; uti«i iifrliaiKH it wan lanaasary to inalarsta-ml 
liiiii t ImrtJiiKldy *»u hih*Ii jHituta, in hin {htsuiiuI rnhitiuiiH, fat*!- 
ami ih'iiH‘aiiMin\ t»iM* ruiihi lollmv his giMtius to 

iiilviiiitai'o lit aniiM’ of Ihs most taviuiri'ii am! ftil walkn 

nf i‘Ki*rtioii. I1ir ,Hlroiia*''a u»i jin*:. stun, iHOvrvor, which Wm 
whnic aifair Irff mi my miml was, !ha{- I liah m*vcr till tluai 
fut'iiird any mditin i»t Ion ca|»afit\ for pradiral dealing 

ami rote iiimnig liicn. I ifu not thiuk la* hatl notch in comnttm 
with flic HiiitcMiiicn ami di piumat ists n}' his own age and coiiii- 
tn ; hilt I am mnilakcit tt Scott cotdd m»t have playmi in other 
ilaya ei!li«*r tite rreii f»r the < imititmuir ; and I l>elieve no man, 
after long ami int.umtte kimw ledge of itny otlo*r great iHtei, hiiH 
ever vimtureil to wav that he etmhl huvi^ eomadviHl the poHsi- 
Inliiy of utiy Hiieh parts iteiiig adeijniitely filleit mi tint motive 
atiige of the vvorhi, hy a person in whom the povvern of fancy 
fiiiti iiiiaginalimi Inwl aneh |n*fahiminant Hvvay an to make him 
in fiiet live iliree or ftinr hven hahttually in place of one. I 
have known other literary men of energy perliajm an ri^ntleBS 
mihis; hut all aneh have been entitletl the deHignation of 
hmii htmy ahiioat eKidnsively ahont trilfeH, aiuh above 

all» finprinnely amt eoiiHiaiitly conHeions of their own remark- 
iibie iietivity, iiinl n^joieing and glorying in it* Wlnn’ean Heotfc, 
nidtht^r in littnmry lahonr nor ineontinnal isadiud. with the ab 
fairs i*f the worid^twnn* tlid seem aware tliat he wiih making any 
Vi*rv extraordinary exertion, 'fhe macdune, ihim gigantic in 
\lH nn pet ton niovefl so eiwily that the nmaier had no perception 
of the obstnieiimia it overeame- - ’in fact, no measure for its 
nower. Cdoiniiaretl to hint, all the rest of tJie puvt Hpeciea that 
1 have ehanrial to observe nearly with tint mte glorious ex- 
Cfgiiioii have f«*emed to me to do little more tliaii sleep 
iliroiigh their lives.* - and at best in ill! the mnn with dreams; 
liiiil I lint persniidi^d tliiit, taking all agtm and countrieH together, 
the rare exam files of iiidefatigahle <»nergy, in union with nerene 
iielb'jiosseisioti of mind luul character, Huch im Hcott’s, muBt 
be iioiiglit for ill tlir^ roll of great Hovereigim or great captains, 
rather than in that of literary geniuH. 

Ill the ciiiKMif such renowned practical masters, it has hep 
iwiiiil ill ata*niiiit for their anparent calmness amiilBt tln^ stir- 
ring tnniblefi of the world, by imputing to them cmlloiiHness 
rtf ilie iiifiHiiiiiitr Pindiiipa injuntit'c lias been done by Uici 
siipiMisiiioti I liiit, at all eveuts, himtiy eimld any one cuctend 
it III eiiwi of ilif^ iiliwnd man of the imiigiwitive order;*— a 
gri^iit dii{ikiti?r of iniiii and naiuro, osptictaily, wouid seem to 
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1h\ rj* ri tt/iumi, a prolnuijtl lii|nif tii^rr with if 
luH hr‘*U, Wtllt Hi** W a’l WrII an wif i 

tif liuinaiiity. Sufli a'*Hnr»*t||y % a.’i Srult. I Its 
** raiiiliiM willt lit*’" (t** a plira-** mI r.iMi .Im 
hraiii ; ium! ! imwit mhv Iuiii isi a 

waa iluriiiKf lli«* lull whirl hI ainl 

ti) luaki* fvi‘rv hram hat !ii:i «li//y in I hr* iwitnhu! 
iS'JLh 

!*V\v ha*i rvi*r rtntai him mm h |»!fa,/ut 

HfHkiim'a !»» th*’ iM-urh, If ns'rfm’h lit 

his (inarrs! hnaai !»> rmsli’ut aitil 
huvi‘ iiriuh!r»i liiH fW\ji .hMur*a*-H mI rij jM\ Iii«*iit , I 
lamst if at ii»a had lua-n Hh.j.k>-!i hrfom iis* at!aiiir»l 
atai til*’ aa\l*»UH i|i*liras'\ ut lus S*’5i»ir 

o|}|ir<‘ssi vr an*i iwiaavlirliiiifu*. In a I'rrhli' ntat*’ 
with H .sfaisitua* liijinl atr*'trh»'4 aii«l nlr.iiiinl, a fj 

j«iai HfiHit hy .siaiia lannaiH \\.%h 

rliiwf* him im! uf lifV. I Ni lii>4 ri'tnrii I’hliiihm 
20th «if Jiily, Simtt hniml liim iii vi'nilih" »l.4iri:«'ri 

avi'T triamlshiii tauihi *!*'» t*> ri»mft»ri am! nfiimil 

all wiw in vain. Li»r4 ivr4 hn^i-h' 

hiilf’i^ynar aii«l wh** that tihsm'vi’rl Ss'^ii’h imhl 

tug ihi* ihrni’ t*r wi-'i’ks I Iwrii i|r»«-ril»iii 
WUHjmiiril that- Im" wats daily aii4 iiuthtlv ihr wairli 
IhhI* tir iliiM'iiirsuli’r tif Mr|»liafr'*; fd n vihk all ^ 

riifiii'pl rnttfimn, r*»«*lr«| ir-H, 

Aagulitli IM 141 aim r^|■‘r. iiii4 1*1' ‘Wii 

I am Uut awari^ tlia\ I ma’i* waW' Imn m imrh ii «taf 
an hi* wiia wlmii I iim»iiij»aiiiril liiiii an*! frtmis 
Tlinmanii frum Kiiiiilmrgli I** C|iimi«lrrrm sii iifl« 
Iiiml Kiiiiitnltlnr’a fiim^ral. ¥p|. liial k 

<Iiiy« Ilf ihi^ royal fo^iival* ii.ii*i Ip* liinl Itt |4iiii; 
icamn of high gaioty tim iiinitirrii nllrr lip rrini 
hatteil in Haailo Hirtn*!. Mr, nnlih 

ii|i|a^iirinl at tin* whii«low% niitl Hriiii fiaiil, «tii !»' 
“ Now for miiat our ohl frlnni llirro fitii# ihi%%-ii 
iiig cntrg© of liii jaair jiliiyor in lliw lliiriiiinii ■ 


*To liklw ifi rafii, ili« lirari wf ils« tihAii: 


Itiiv Hiii* wIhi IniH Iiin'rr ititirli my (MHiiiiry- 

|»ni|»!i% fo r»»iii|irr|i.’iiti that an i4h* Htury of a luv«» intrigia^/a 
Hfurv' a.Iikt* hu'ii* aijtl hIhmiIiI In* {{raili f>f ail iiuio 

r«ail mail «»f rhar.Mirr* r4atiuii, aiul wvll advaiUMHi in 

yi*ai';4. It afrut’li iiilt* |Hu»r iM'.Hlunf’H hrarf. and aotd,, liovvnvia^ 
HH rripdly a’l any .’^nindar iaduuni)’ nvnr a lundc^Ht 

wtmiaii ■ In* willnard and Himk. Hinrn ia nn imvd that i. 
.H!i«»iild niiy hr with him! if rvrr a |mrr apirii qnit.it^d 

tliir4 vair Ilf frar-a li wa.M Wdliain Kr.HkiimVi. I muat. t.uni in 
and liri* what ran !«♦ duim uhunt K«dl4iq,t Hnmt^ [Hnisinu fnr hin 
ilaiiqhtrr.'i,’* 

’Thr K 111)4 ‘a alav in Smtland waH prntnmtnd nnii! ihn 2!lth 
Ilf Hr thru nnharkrci frum tlm Hurl nf IlnjaiiniudH 

iiuiKnilirrnf. arai un ilir Hirth nf Ihtrtin and Sir Walkn* had 
ihr gratilifaiinit <d* .Hrruti.4 hta MajrHiy, in thn mcnuimt nf dn» 
|iaii.iiri% laailVr tlm lininiiir nf kuiKhihnnd nii twai nf Iuh fricmdB 
■■ 'hnth nf whom, I lirU»’Va% nwrd aniur* nhllgHtinn in tluH mat- 
in' tn !iif4 |,n*nd nfllrrH • iiaiiirly, Haptaiii Adam Fn’gUHmm, 
tlr|nitydirrprr nf ttm ttrgalim and Hniry lijwdmrn, li.A,, 
|irn|irrlv Brhnird an mprrHniiaiivr nf tin* fum arlB in Hcnt^ 
land, riiia aiiiiahli’ man and nn’nllriit artiah hnwa»vnr, did tint 
lung Biirvivn Um rfaaapt nf hm itfln. Sir Hniry dincl nn thn 
Kill Ilf July IHLVI thn laiit work nf Ida pnndl having bwa a 
jtnrirait nf Si'r»t|. fur Hnrtl .Vfnntagn. 

On nvn nf tlin King*H drjtariurn !m riHanvial a Iniinr from 
Mr. I*nd, Baying: King haa nnmmaiidiHl mo to acquaint 

ynii ihaf tin ran lint hid adinn in Hnntliyid without oonvoying 
In jfiii iiiilividnally Ida warm pniwmal arknowlodgmtmte. 

1 1 in M.iijn»ty wnll ktmwa Itnw many ililllcudiioB liava kam 
miiiiiithrd, iiiul hnw mtirli haa horn nfTrrtnd hy your unmnitr 
ting iMdjvlty* hy yniir ktinwhalgn nf ytiur onuntrymoiq imd hy 
ilir jiiai rBiiiiiiiiiiin in wldrh thry hold you, Tho King wialioi 
tn iiiiikr ynii ihimdiaiiiiid nf rniivoying to tho Highland ahiefa 
and ifndr fnllnwmra, whn lmvi» giviui to Urn variod Bomm whitdt 
wo liavn witiii^BBt^d BO jaandiitr ami romantio a tjliariic.t 0 rj Ids 
j«i,rii«'ti!ar ihiwika for iindr attondanoo, and Ida warm approbar 
ticiii Ilf thrir iiidfnrm ihqinrtmimtd* 

Hinugli Mr, Hnihki fintiid it mHioBnary k> leave Seotland 
wiiltniii Alikituford, Hda wan not tlm mmt^ wiili many 

Innii rididiriited frietiik from the Houth, wlin had tloc^ked to tlie 
liiiyiil Ke»tivai Hir Walter’s house waa, in Inn owu^ phrasOi 
“ like a f*rir*d fair,” tiiiring several weeks after tlm King’s 4a- 
piirtnre; nitit i« tdi mmmm were then in the Idghiist aativityj 
itiii tiiiiiitlt within dwirs and withnnt wa» rmlly perplexing. 



fU'iiir:-* fiau unii iu!i« ;% r, .iiMi, i 

Uwk\ tlt.it iiU fA.ok mho'll 

krr|t lil.'i ImI' -hiiim' n 

NmI' au iiiiUMiiuI *4 |'iu*iiiii 

If^arV t‘J' ** ! hi" «i;iy ,\ f'is||9.ii,j 

Im’I' ttf' in'r-HtHif* hint IwiiH" .1 :ii 

iliiil fhnr rici*iiii*ii» ha4 ’a' !••< 

of ii|»|tri4iii1 inii , aii4 f- -i i 

tllinil" !*.» him m liM a: .*4 i 

lUaf|i*fHi4 ! hr 4 .i****'.'i ‘ 

of luaimir. ’!’<< Ii»»w iii.iii% m! Ihr-ir .ipyhr .4! i- ir» 

I, Hurt" thaa afUii I riioar*t li-ll , hoi |hi 

Wil^A tOH »i ,/»0"»#hjfr l|*a tii :^fl*ilil l4|^ I Jiil'al*!#’ i"i 

to hm tliilt Miii" t«r I«m half i^y oflii'n?* tt 

iitigiiiHliial I s$i lliP van of ilir rVlij, ir 
lihirril ill Hsghliiinl rogiiiiontii, ami m% rriii%r,fiir 
Uliiln*at ** f huii oC oltl Ihiitl/’ ?*%ir U iilirr Innl 
tiuii of’ liiH iiwn. Tina l*'» 11 rrriiiin |.pg;iii 

oriltiiiii«’i% ri4i4»riitril in ilio litaiory **f Mrotii 
niith'r I tin litin of ii'liti'li litiil tn 

Edililniriffi <4iailo !*» tln^ 14*11^4' in 174*1 Wliini 
iht^ Kingi iifior )}f« Iniii <liii|4iiyini Inii |ii'r?«»ii «»ri llio r 
of \hv util fmii’i'aa, hi’ tin' of •%!« 

tlmi iri^iimiiii in Innginigp wlm’li lini ,\|4i|r‘it% rriiti* 
Tln*rn mnniini a rotTnai«'»ti«ltni*''r it it It flu* oflh-nil 
■' iiiiinnn f»!h»’ra» ivilli lli*^ tliiki’ of \Vi4ii 
Mnatpr l hinniil of I ho < nml liioii|*»li n 

ilnforrml tn*r tTiiforiitaotn if ‘it-iMi. ii»n‘rf hmi f»ii|,flil « 
jiliwm whim iho Ihikn \%-m iTiiin’ Miiiialrr* iii 

A iiiiirn unrinim tmtiinni wiia n wriitni mio in ts-lii 
inr nx|irni4i4wl f«mliii||}i in miiirli I |ii4iinn^ rirry 
tHiUiiiryintm won* iliM|HMril |o rmnnir wiili Inin m»rt 
wriiniily rniitis nmvp mi ilimti linirgn llh Iniiifiolf, 
llm vmUmithm of t-lm jumriigi’ii fnrfoitr»l in 
lliiuniurrwtiniw of irifiiiml I7IA; iiii«i lln< l 4 oiii#i 
lins, in whn«n fiivunr tlna lilwmiil iiiriwifr 11 
a4lci|:itel, iijnnmr In tnivn vin4 with mitli oilmi in I hi 
f,if tilinir griilnfultirHt^ for tim mtorlniiiHi mt lliini U li. 

Kurlj ill ik?totii»r» im liiitl liiniltinr titlark i»l illiim 
to Ttirry, in ir Inttnr full of ilnUilp iiImhiI »tli htini^ 
iiiiliitinii, and mi forth : --“I liiiio imi l«ni 
wlKWHcili tliinklio«ii of lilwnh iilifl ii iir|ifnitti«li of 
iftf from ill# liw« of friomh, Inirr iiinitiywl um 


IN*vrril will, ! 111111 '!! <»! tin* I propoHo u f^ood 

rullv, lM»urvrr, aiit! hupi* ii will hi* a ptiwta’ful (‘nVct. My 
IM, riiifr Iifiiij, a Sc'ufi’h ari'hiT m tin* Imtih'Ii king's guard, tern- 
lauiia XI.* till* iiurA pit’! uri'Mipu* of ^tll '’riiiH in 

thi* iir.Hi lilliision f»» (.hjoutiu hurwanl and also the HjHHdtsH of 
iiialatiy tlta! ullitnafidy pmvod fatal {o Sir WaJiur Snot-t 
iiiHiU’ un'fft ituii'il |u hiH family tim Hymptonis wldu'h lin 1 huh» 
Mpfaks i»f; htif, long Itnforr any anrifuis apopfiTfir sni/.urn tu*.- 
H had hrrn ‘iiispin*ti‘d hy myanlh ami hy otlau’s of Ida 
frituniM, that In* liad Hustatm’d aiighi atiarkH (d‘ fhal naiun% and 
ronnnahnl !!ii*m, Idn* drprtsHHion td' apirits nnuld not, hnwt‘Vi‘r, 
liavn hung ovrr him h»ng. P»*vm’il wan nomphd.inl, and Homn 
progrtsiM fmd h1h«» hnnu anhii’vnd with ijunniin Durward, hefurn 
tin* yt*ar rnarlmd its nfosi*, Nur had hn <‘t*aHt‘d in <'uutnmplatn 
fiitui'i* lahtttir with tiruuu'HH ami hopnfuhmHH. Hn. in OciolHU’, 
rnnuvinl roMHtuhIn’H Inlln hn* aiudlmr uumimnd '‘work of fhv 
tioii ; iiiul this warn t!n‘ last Hindi work in wiiirh iln^ gn^at 
liookHidlnr Wits doHiiimd to Imvi* any noin’orn. d'lm tmgagn- 
mniil was in furi that rmlnmiiod thrnn ynarn aftm'wardn by 
WtH idstoi’k. 

Piivnril tlin Pniik appnarml in January 18LM. ItH 
tioit tVHH Hoimnvhat noldi*r than that of its tbrrm inmuHliaia 
|irmtiH*i*HHorH. 11in rapidity of tho NovidiHi^H njcntniiiou wuh 
put to a Hovori' trial, from Ida adoption of ho wido a oanviut an 
was piTHimtod by a pnriod of twonty tiuny yoarn, and iillod hy 
HO largo and muhifariouH an a-Hmanhlago of porHonn, not a fow 
of tlinui, im it wnri% Hirnggling for promintnmo, Fitudla whb 
an nnhuiunato ronnnpiion; what in good in it in not original, 
and tho ri*.Ht iihsurd ami inrrtalihlo. Evnn worim waa that con- 
doMriaiHiiiii tO' tin* pritrtino of vulgar romanoon, in hin troatmant 
of tlio trill! Hrmi«‘j4 nroima umially ilm vory oitiubda of his 
Ht 4 iaigtli ■■■- wliiidi ontragtal ovory fooling of probability *witli 
thiiHi^ who liiitl atiidiod tho torriblo tragodios of thri IXipish 
Pint, ill llto iiutlioiitio rooords of, jwrhapH, tho most disgnma- 
fill oj«a*h ill our history. Tito story is (dtimsy and porplexod; 
thii i‘iit.iifiirojitto Ciiiiothiir signal oxooption bi his ridos) forci- 
sooii froiii tlio Iniginniiig, and yot most inartifioially brought 
iiboiit., 411 this is trim; and yot might rutt oriticdsms of tlia 
fiort liti fnipliod to Imtf tlio masiorpioeoH of SliakHpoany/ 
And lUd liny driwiiaiist — to say nothing of any othor novolist 
jiriititiro in ijiit4i of all tho surrounding bowildormant 
of ilio riitilo, oliitriioiors morn |H>worful!y ocmoaivod, or, on tho 
wliolo, iiioro l 4 ii|ijiily fiortrayiid, than thosu (I naiim but a fow) 
iif CJliriittiyi, llriifgoiiorth, Buokinghaiti, and (Ihillimdi? ^ 



iliAU i 4 r ^>4 

and flit* k»'!-|»rr 

A111MI14 fis*‘ ^ ^ i i®-”. ■- 

ila\"N, Sir W’alirr. iu lla* .1I-4 *4 In ^ a a %. , } 

(Mint* furth and ijniHd'’d iiiin’li in tli.- .a Lf . 

MtmiiftitH, iiali*i*il thf |‘li'.t-air»’ It*' m'l is,*- I n. « 1 

tiV mC Ihm |ir*d'i'H,Hinsail |iiiii>a-*n %%aa t^.u- >*i \'ttr n*,.-..! 
atal ri’iiaiiilv th«' IraHi .1 *ii ht • 

at lliiH |ii’ri«Mt **f \iiti r*»iiniii3iiji.if<* AU‘i » «k> liii 

HliMiild hav«’ »*! ^oun.: |», < li!** 

mall* »?r IVtuak*, m la^ , i'»'nU*’ »»r ‘a!n|*l«^ i iiir^ 
i 1 WHH urar i»t' km l«« aji^alirr l»-.i!uri' m liHu, fin 
hrivtlit it ^*1 .r-s ahva) ’5, I nu'-pr*-!, aitaiii -.1 lli*^ 

luin» wliii'i ill* tlid IM*! a! lsi ?4 ilavnk wsth Ik 

ti|iHn him, »»ia’ niMrnuiL* niMiu allrr Ik” 

mil, mm nf fair nam! imutnvi fai««*nH 

1111111^^,1 miflHdy, 1**41 rirk li* 4 w’rt •■aan* riaiiiinml) ral 
I'mhairilig Hia»!laH|i l*iirr/’ Mlwi'iard ilia 

ral whiti'^ liiani aihaaiiiaiit* al*«n'i^ llin rri»m 4 l«sm#irtl 
jilarr, w}i«*r«^ tlm Ufiiial r«»ar *»l 1 1111 waa |p,nniiv* i»ii : 

nrirflrHH, iiml nnui* ‘"Iln-Hh, lw*y.!n ri-inirri i»l»l I 

Hia* l/ir Pfuk,** A hiiiiili i’niiin* 4 , aiiii llir* Itrr'al r*i 

hr wiilulrrw frmti Ihi’ mrrlr aftrr ii f*”«' 

HiHtril tliai I .nlaiuhl ltd! him wlial s.»iir jMki' iiimii 

hiid lamm Wtimi milii^titiaifal, |i««iii.t: lliaf liiiii" 

umiMfi ilit^ **hahl»lHm,j tiall ” ttiward^. iim |> 

Itirkial rmiinl with a hIv i-tian, ami waid, 

** Ay, HV, my mum im wwl ri’vi’nl tip’ Trak m 
Ih*trr 1/ ilm t'liirirh** 1 |*ii 4 in*'hi ■ ■- whtrlt, hfaiin Iran 
tJir rf thr Miurr m'-haul, iif pi.iiirM’ «|idi|,^lil«n| a 

pxwpi ihtar |«»rily i'i*ry|i!mnm, Ihii ii|t|»iiiaii 

III Iiii 4 liyitin liny, Hnitt %^m iit lln’ llalm'-lliaiM’ IV* 
/V11.A** or O/il /Wrnl ■ iimh liy iiii 4 hv, hk«i a f:***^< 
hr tnak tii thr «lr»i|4'iiiiiii.*ii kiinlly li*^ %%'im iitll i 
his own fiimily ymiimrr fririnhi rmiftliifilly I. ilk 
itliiirr itiip mAmtpirt. Aliwiy ii lilllr imtr hair ’i li.pi 
(iiiiil mi |iriiliiilily hii» /V#rr nlfwii, **i |«’rli.i 

iigitig, Ttirj wimdhrf, mul i*i:%i:#iif-' 

II wi«i imrliiijm, mmw iiiwmrtl |iii% 4 i 4'4 i 

lipit fif Prfiirit, tiint tlrtrrtiiitiml Sr«»tt !•* hrrak m-w 
Ills iitxt iiiivtl; mill m hr liml iiwaki^iird n f 

^ Mr. ii tkmtt «:if tlm Family sif ii« Isi 

li| tlw ilflr Ilf f, 4 >ni lliitn^f'i^lfl ill iMil Ills lit#! , i|ti 4 # fe. 

aiicr m » lAmi wm In imt 


i*h| ii\ vrHiitriii].:: Mil Hffju’ry uusl luHinry, try ilui niill 

liiifilMr nf ,1 rMutniMiiial t‘Hc’ursi(m. 'llowcwar tliia 

limy liavi’ finii. Iim wan riirtmruj-trii ami atn*ngtlH*utHl by the 
ri’tiiiii ul" la-i I'ririnl Skrn<% alMmt this fi}m\ frau} a teur ie 
Fraiit'»m til flit* «»!' u inrii 1 m* hat! krpt an ma-urate and 

livi*ly jMiirii.il, ami Mxpruli'd a van! vaim-ty uf rh*vt‘r drawingH, 
rM|«r«‘Hriil iiii-t huMba’:i|»r-i auil aiM*i«*fit. buiblingH, sui’h aH would 
havi* Ixa’ii iiimmI iuiim ti» iuti*ri*Ht- St'uft, hail Iim flu* foiu» 

|iaii|ttii f»l lii-H waiah'i’iug'n- Mr, Ski'Hu’H MS, eolh‘t’t.ioiiH wer<^ 
ill boi and In* fnidv frcmi ohm of ihoir rhafd.iu’H 

I liM huIihIium'o o| \\iv I III roduMtiiUi to C^uMnt.in I>ur\vard, 

Vid .Hfill hi'. diiliMnltioM ju lluH iii*w uiidortakiug frcajuent, 
and of' a Boi't to bo had hitlM*rio Ihmui a Ht.raugt'r. I 

r<*iiioiiib«’r oloa*rviuit tain many tiiiioH iu tlio AdvaKaitea' Library 
|iiiriiig tivor luao.n and ga/idioorn with c*aro and auxit'iy. 

wii,^ luiiofi umu:4od with a mark of Kretudi ailuuration 
%%‘liirh roaoliod him to|s|M»rtutiely onoughi iu Feliruary — cme 
of I lie few Hilt’ll thill lim worka Homn to havft brought linn prior 
to tlii* piildioaiion of Lhtoitiiu Ihirward. He miyn to(kmHtabh\ 
A fiiiiny Frotiohuuiti wauta tiie tt» aeei^pi Koine (‘hainpaign 
for a K*d> t»f luy workK, I have wriitou in annwer t-hai an iiiy 
worlcH rtwf me lioiliiiig I eould not think of putting a value 
oil tlieiii, Inii that I Khouht apply to you. Heiul him a net of 
tiiy eliildren and god-ehildreu tpoiuuK and novelH)i and— df he 
fiiiiiuL oil Keeing them, that they wert» wortli a lUmm fiankB of 
eliiuiipiiign, lie might addreKH iln^ earns** 

A emnpliment not lean flattering waa jiakl within a few 
weelcK itfltu* tile apjiearaiiee of Ihn’eril, In tlie e|>i8tle intro- 
ilitrltiry of that imvel, riutierlmek lunuHoa HryiwciuKt with 
an aeeoiiiii of ii reeent vinit from their eommon parent** the 
Author of Waverley,** wdmae outward man, m it waa in tho»6 
fliiya, in liiimoronaly earieuturtHl, with a miggeHiion that he had 
proliiibly Kiti to <let»rfrey C 'rayon for hin ** Stout (Jentleman of 
r*iii, II.; ** iiriil wdio ia made to a{Mdogke for the Iieartiness with 
wliieli lie j*iiya Ida «lnty to the viiunla «et before him, by alleg- 
titg itiiil he III ill training for the anniverHivry of the lioxburgha 
If«t wim preparing hiiumdf^* (naid the graeious and 
fifirtly Miiitiitm'i ‘Ho hobiiti!i with the lordn of the literary traiw- 
tires of Altlior|ie mid IltMliiet in Maileira brewed by tlm 

cdfmsieal HilKltiid’ 1*ldH drollery in find alluded, not to the 
liiixburgtns Init to iin iimtitution of the mme eJaiis wliieh waa 
jiwt lit lids time Hiiriitgiiig into life in Kdirdnirgh— the /Irmaa- 
ipm (Miiih ttf whieli Heiitt waa the fmindtir and first president 
This liiirmia of ihii lioxburglus however, wore not to penetrate 



! irF nr ^iu iiMi.rrr 


■II I 

ia«* im .‘'niM-jn- >*f r. 4 |»! nil ri-.snr*! ru^ k '=i ti’lwjii, 

lhi*ir |M', i.il ;t’t4 ^■’‘».lTa, u hm ihv% i'm 

ar*»ii,ri5l iVi ‘’v^rns’iinr^ !t,ink*» «»i , r*;i‘.‘li fl.iiil 

iiliful ’* Ihs'ir , I 4'. I « loti 

J44\III4: ■ ’* Tli«» iliMfh <»l >it M kr-j h IV 1114 nn' 

ViHMIti’V III i^ir < ‘M il, I illii «lrnii'*-4 I i'*| -jf tli.i! 

liaV'i^ till’ lo iiialM" fli.it l.p'l kn*i%%n !.*i lln* A 

W AVKiil.i': V» Ifuiii !li4’ |j)i0flfiiH' 1** ri.ii-Hii. »*r f 

HI'^i’lliH i1|?4{»mhi' 4 In Mill’' nf iln' '4 tln'lT 

Hill Iuiilp4'’ tn % I fii*' mI tin’ n 

tluii th*^ hhhI Ai IIP*!; ?nirr« r-i to flit' !i,u*l |l, 

Sir W'.iltrr HtiH'A'pri’A, that I**' IijpI tor 

‘'Aullmr nl V\ ii44nn-: *’ A 

.HHiiiil a|*|«‘HrHii«'p IH til*' ! .r.il*’nHH 'iP»i lik*' ivr 
nvt'iir tliP *»l tliP It* » .iir!n4|h*% likin' tll■;ll ♦»! Kin 

Will liHVi’' II viwnuil I'liiur. Hm if' lln^i ipiflmr, m'lm * 
Hill} wsilkpih iiiVifiiiilp/ uliiHikl iiiil ii|»|wMr l«i 

liiif’iirP I CHHIH* ill IhHpIoII, with |»rrilin^’r4n|| nl f lip I '’ll 

liJiVti iritiiPiliiiig i»f ii4viHinirp iii 11114 ii.lllis.»uit4 ii ki 

Sir Aiiilriiw Aiciiwhi^pk, ‘*|5iii!*«’4 %%4iii iiiiii:ii'kp4 ri! 
nil t*iiniiiiliinit iiHi/ ivnukK rHlin'r iIihh li 

tif H diiiiif^r with ilin Ifn^har^li*^ rinh. takp u|wiii hip iI 

Ill'll cif tlin nini’#? |irri7n?ij(. iind rini|i mnm^ f*ir ] 

ililn ivhirli ilip iiirirtihlp r’li:illii|»inti liH?* iir;:ni 
hinil'g lllrt im*Hm Umv^n-M tm »n Hli 

t*liiVt ifliidly Hi’«’pj»l*^4 thiH nffi’r ; iiii4 Smlt wrilP'i hi.;h5 
Hpi’riinry ; - *“ .Mii4 trll« * tlip **l 

in H ; * * iifi4 tlii» iiiy?it.pnuiii |i»ir^inii5irt*' ■'■ 

fiHriHlci* iiii iitiif4i nf hi» hmiwiralilp frf4iiivr« h-* tin m 
iiHil, hi.« iwritnl nip in m 

itii liaiiciiir whsidt 1 viiliin iiiort^ iJihii I ilntt if'liiiAi 

iii'itnwrHl mt ttit^ Uy iIm^ rm4il nf wiiiirii 4’ 

III liin wiiy nf iJikinii twlii th«* Frpsipliiii/i 
14144 iiii4 tlmm^ nf tli« wp mpipiii 1 

tltiih iltfi iiiiwk tiiwl III wnrtt railipr Pi4f#4»^ 

Walter, it iiiiiy Im wairth iiiPiitiniiiii^* wm abn 

i4w!irtil II nf “'Tim 144 : 41 ’* ■--'llmt I'hsii* 

Itilitiil tij Hiirkn, ttti*l ilrvitnhKi. Iff%tpn¥p 

liawii cflictiPti, cm ilm ilimih «if ilin iiiiiMfpify iiywrts**-* 

c>f Aiipiitit l!i«k»ry In ilm li«yiil A^jplnny 4 rAjHir 


hTiiit i*‘4. A partii-uhij* t»f ilu' Uoynl Acaih'niy, at all 

r\rhf i. I’i rrrt*ril«*«l .sniiM* iu his <‘ssay 

t*n IIh* 1i!<* «'t whu ;,;tt nv\\ |«> him u|Hm t-hai tussusion. 

I’hr r»aiinat uir rial* waa a aliihl i*t‘ his own, and fram ih*st 
tu la d Ik* ImmU a uk' I lallmrlv tMtitarru in all its {n’uctHslinjjjs. 
III'. |»r;K'li« ,il ;.ru :,r di«'iat«*tl a tlitTKlitm (»!' lht*ir runds diflVrcnt 
iVt'iH \\h.il had I»rri5 adojifi’d h\ thi* id»\ hiiri'Jits ddudr 

alr«*ad\ fi»n.lunt»‘ a v»‘rv and valnahh* lihra.rv 

ill Si*o!i5 h hi .tMT} and an? n*:; : thrir t‘xam|»h‘ was sunn 
[MlinHi'd \uih liM? inlminr sm-fr.;:* hy tin* Maitland Club td’ 

< t mI wliirh tMt, Sir W altrr was a ytsdous assorialn ; by 

thi* S|*.ildins t'lub ui Abm'drrn and simm. his (h‘alh by a 
tuiirfh. !‘^'U!idrd a! lidiubur di in his houinir, and styb'd 'fhe 
f 7»d' wbmii la J ha*. takmiaHtill wiilnr rangt* - 
umI rMisliiuua thrir j«s mi imttn wurks Kmuu'cltHi with Scot. land, 
but admittni.' ail mafriialH thai <’au thmw liidd <»n the aufimit 
Ml* lil»*rafiHs^ <d any nunn! ry , drsKribad nr handbul by 
tin* AnlliM}- m! Wawrlny. 

At tlm ninrun-m *d fim HannaiumhK |^^n^ddKd frniu 1 Slid in 
|s:il ; and m I hr nhaii* *»}i t hmr anni vrrsary ilnnirrs* snrrnundml 
!»v wiuiv mI fun nhb ,1 atid drarr.a. frii'iids ddimnas 'rimmsou 
Itin* \dri* |*i«”ad»'nlt, JMhn t drrk ( hnrd Kldinntln' rhiri’d'nnn 
nu * anm r Adam, ibr rhnd' IkuMU Shrphrrd, tanal drlTray, Mr, 
rMunaldr and h i mr n*»t Inviyt hts kind, intrllijitml, ami 
indJi .1 rnai ■» .tih, Mr Ihimd taiiin!,* linnliHrllrr, I Im S«‘rrrjary 

,,f 1 1,,* rhd* 'hr liMui this timr turwui’d was tln^ unfadini: 
Miiuri'i' and .■••uiir m1 all ut’ imnwinirnt, '♦ within ilm limiiH 

laiiih " nf iIm* nrittm and isudy pro^n-nsH nf tludr 
imaif ntiMn, ihr sradrr has a lull anrnmii in^ his rindnwal of 
rifrairn's idimnnl dd'ial-s ; and tim last, mlit inn nf his bnnms 
iindmlf’H thai r\ridlrnt nmsi.^ r.mifMrnKil f'nr tlndr first diliimr — 
fin Marrh d, and finm manw: by .famnM Hidhutiyim, aud 

tiisiiiilY rli.*riisrd by all f lm abassHanl’ diKintarinH 

“ inr, frirnd-ii nf mM Rlid »*kl wifi©, 

■fs. fiiiij-; ill iltr nf wirtr lliiulm!yn*% 

Wljm Irfl s4 IrrtMKtfi’ t»f mM NsiflUh 

All r-uMv., rsiv'li aft«- 1*’ |irm! nnr v»»hnnr mrris 

tifir tMhini*' niMt'.*, mv fdritdM niw vn|suiin mar©, 

Writ r.inwark mI*I ihumy btniim Vfiltmm mnrr.'*— 4o» 

Vari«»tni m Smti’s rnrrns|iininlniUM‘ liiivn madlnd to 

mv m-olU-i iioii *lti' wiin<li-r will, wliirlt tin* IrivmlH Iw-st im- 
»it!i il..' -xti'iil <.f lim UHiial nl.Ht'rved, 

t Nmw t.it.raiiox i- ill*' l.ilirftry, Ktllu., nud LL.U. —1871. 



alioiii ihiH iii"^ KM-siujii-Hn m l-nij-M .',1 

nf l.ir 

I raUUnl iliMil'l lli^f lil’i .i.:'- I * H ' . ) » I ♦ ' I j { >•! 

Soi’ii*l\-, iiud ivi Iii.iii.ii:rr ill !br I'l'ir 

viraf, 1 i;mI a iiiaiu iiifl’siriH-i' ati Ihi-i irijJ!** i In *h4 ' 

III* lliitl briMi t III li iiiiii wifii »>! ih*’ n 

tif IllH li.lji |*ir'i l<^U ul, }»»«•!! .11- 

tlavi»nr sif4i«»iiH •»! Imu »»! th*^ 

|4tilll ii’.H ; ami ihi’V Iia4 r4«ti*ii .i|*|*rr'.'i.d«-4 h-n ujiiarj 
all liavi* hail irn u| ».b'5«*ri 

wstli wliirh ill litiiin »'iirn iir*-* rf3i*rii4r rr.J. !*i lisr' «h 
III! rt'aHv •4iM'i,ii t’,p.uihi 

ri»ufla\'i% ttitliMul li.r» ui.i,' notiii^ iifiii-i.i! 

uf |4lr»»li|r: aii4 *|US»‘k %vifli tint r; 

liiiMiia’al iun <«! a n|»iri't, i4ii4 lli*’ roiiriliiift 

liilliiiiia! i*uiirtr»y. rrt“nnai|4iMii, mi 

nhrtuik ih*’ «ivrr*iri%inft *4 h%.n 

tliP |M4a«»ii of I’vrry Iiltlo -yul 

liinimili iiigiiit)- *4' liiri |»r-ii«4ra!oai ; n 

liiiil f*4l llirjiir.i*U I'.# lriiiii»iiiiilf?4 i 

iit.|iicii4|iliori^ f'»f g««i«l iM’iiftis linsii««ir» aii4 

Aiit! wism-ivf^r t«i^' ii|4 i«» *4! on tls*^ nrori 

duty liny Srotl.. Iia4 an iii4l 

riiiiiiiuiiiil, wlitni to l^arl in aiiy l»ii.?niif*, 

Witli il riitiiilinl Iii*|«’i4 iph .iiil .if:***. 

liko ftir^ iiim"i»vi*ry of riiiiiif’* iiow *4 iioallli, ; 

inignr ripiritii wlii* riii:H4.i4of«’i| tbr ^ 

liM'iit iiarinit iili4 iiiiniiiti’r i4 j*fii«iiral iii%«*iili«»syi a 

(till tiubnivinmnitii ; iiipI iiiry f*»usi4 il n** Ii4tr4 riyiii 
tlitnr gf^iiid rliit4 with ii warsn lyuiifalliy in sioi a 
tlitnt jihaloiiiiiiniii ||r- «ii.» iii%il€^4, i 

tM {iliii*n liiliiw4f ill ilit* Iirn4 ♦4' a iirw ro!is|t*tiiy b 
iltP iiiiiiiitfiw4'4irp«f ml giw, iiii4 m ihm liiu 

til iiflkniiii' rngtiliirly in llmt miliar anmn 

lik« kiitil mllwl fur liiti r«niiiii’ti.iiiir«% iiinl 
fiiinn of litu mui^* mnil iiinl hii|»|iy iliniiPiiiinnr nrpw 
initl frtim tliii 111111 % iitilii iMMiily inliriiiitip# ilmil* 
Wiilter CKanijiii'^}* tm tJin iii»i«l iiiitiik iir«"r}*t4ii4i% aii' 
rfiriirtimn of jiiiblin iiippling^ wf itliiiii«i pvi^ry iiiirt, 

{Mllitipii Ii vory jirnlimiPtit |4lirp Itlliniig llio arlitr 

fits imtivii tnwin Aity fnringii .wiinlinii «4' 
lillVO hii|ij«nnat t« twriwn llin nf iiii K4inl»iir|,:l 
fcir ll'ifi js^ritMl tn %fiiii?ti I nllinli*, wriii!4* I linnk* Inn 
that them mm% ki ml kail iwu 8ir WaliPr Hmiin. j 


uiiiMhi' miriivnUmHly fi'Hili' author wluwu workn ocmipiml 
iw< 1 1 lii ril,H of itH litfi'ary *uivi'rt-iH<'iuoutH iiiul critical (^uluiuiLs —— 
anoilirr Home r<‘!ireti ma^pHlrato tir .scmil«»r of cusj foriuuu and 
itidcfaiiimlilo philant hrupy, wluMh^Vih ctl the rather o{){)reHHive 
leimiro »d‘ an honourahlc old age to the promotion cd‘ patriotic 
aiiiidiorutiomi, tln^ wutcliful ituardiaiadiip of charitien, and the 
ardimi piitr«MiaKe of etincationa! iunf itut-iouH. 

d1io readm'of Ida corrt*Hpondtmee will litMl hiatn about variouH 
little nmtterH conneetod with Setiit’a own atlva.uciti|^ tHli{icc% in 
wdiicli ho ma}’ trace the !*nadd<mt <d‘ tin* Itoyal Soeiet.y aiul 
the rhiiiiiiijin t*f the t hm ('tuupany. Hut I eaiinot say that the 
eeiiiurv of invent iiinn ui AhhotHlord turmal (mt vtn*y happily. 
II in heliH to movt» hy emnprt'HHimi of air in a pinion proved 
ajHHir Hueredaneiuipfor iln^ simple wire; anti hin application 
tif gimdiglii Ui iln^ intmdtir td' a dwtdlinKdioum^ wan in fact 
atieiidetl with ho many imamveuienctat, that end on|t all his fani” 
ily hmiriily wislnal it lunl nevin* been ihotiKht of. Monmver, lie 
hail deeidvml himmdf m it) the expeimt^ of sueh an a[»paratuH 
whim eonsirueiiHt and inaintiuned for thi^ use of a sinKle do- 
meHiie aHtahlishmeiib I'he idTeet id' tln^ apparatus was at llrst 
auperin In HitiiiiK down U> t.ahhs in Autumn, no om^ observed 
that in eiwdi <»f three ehandelim’s there lurked a tiuy head 
of red light. Ihnner pimHed olT, and tlm sun went down, and 
HUtldenly* at the iuritiitg of a Herew» tlni room was tilltHl with a 
gush of Mplemtonr wairilty of the palace of Aladdin; hut, an in 
the ease of Aliuldin, the tdd lamp would have been better in 
the upiilioL tiewelry Hparkleil, but tdieeks and lips looked 
eolti mid wan in iliis fierce illumination; and the aye was 
weiiriint, and the brow aidieth if the sitting was at all pro- 
triu^tol I mmtmn^ howevcm, that my chief enmity to the 
wliidii affair ariiieii from my (‘onvietion that Hir Walter’s own 
lieiiltli WHS diuiiagcd, in his latter years, in conHet|iience of his 
habitually working at night under the intense and burning 
glare of a liroinl star of gas. 

Ill dime i|uentin Ihirward was published; and surpaising 
IIS iti jaipiilarity was eventually, (kmstahle, who was in London 
at the titiia, wrote in cold ttwnm of its immadiate rcc-eption, 

¥ery iliortly kdora the iKKikHeller left Kdinburgh for that 
tri|>i li© hail coneduded another bargain (Ids last of tlm sort) for 
thii purciliiiifs of Wavorley copyrights — iwiiuiring tlie author’s 
prcijMJirty in The Pirate, Kigid, Peveril, and also Qumitin Dur- 
ward, out and out, at the price of fivo tliousand guim?iiii. lie 
hful thus paid for the copyright of novels (over and above the 
half proflti of the early icparato editions) the sum of L,22^B % ; 

S 1 



aint Ihh ad vaurt*’-^ upMH ** wurL.H hI fiiimii ” itil 

aiiitaiiitiai al !»» |. hijHHi i*. -sr 

alsiirt, and I hf UMudi'r fh.il Im* as t. 

till* nt I'ls-allMii V, A.:^ 

iisai m! dHti’ia.ait nr!-* *»! !h*'^ I .id in .1 *' 
|»|'uhal»lv had a lii lis * « ^ 

I la* VuluiUlliMiihiiasM n| all au!ln»i' i'* an*?'! .!>*.» ft 
ilm mI Ihm a-; hM.n •, 

lilijri’i With liny laidh^lirr .i;i|air-, !•' I 

furtilin^ Hnl im-rsny inlniialtni i>n idi s .i 

Hidnrmi^ til*’ li.Hij.il rlsaiir*"'^ i«| |||r? an*! liiMllli, li*- 

■i*it|i! nirt ilu-C tur an) ihmm* nMV«’lH lyilal ! liM-*!!’ air**, 
fur Wrrn unttfli. SruC! hnn-jrii a|»|»*nir !*» Ii;i'’»r 
ii inoHnai! tlin fai’i|ni-n«u ihal !i«'< fi.iii lt*'-rni 
<if rDtiuaina* , ami i»|w'iir4t tlir ■Hrlirim'* ul a w-n 
t4ii|»i'’rHlil ii»iiH, III tin’ I’uiiii iif fur mlm-l 

I HmHnMsinI am|»|n liralnriala in Iiih riiriuiin hln-ar' 
tilt linfnrn i *iinnl.al*I*’ iMi«l li'mnr*’ l«i ri»!^.ni«ltsr fin 
till iliiinilui iNifWAifil, I'l'inii 

|irmHnd tit jhmf-hiff hml minn'i'inl »iil*i m**-*!. f'«^rvi»i 
llig hlV, III tiirl, ilin l*»ii iiliinli lliJ-i iiiiu 

nrniitnil ili wm I’tlrmiirly «ii 

wliirli iitImnlfHi tln^ inaj^iiinl ^Viiv«’rlry in lv»i 
Iviiiiliun iiftnrwiirti,?» in laimiun. |n»r tin' iiiHi. la 
vniifairinl ini grmitni, iiml tin’ |»nl»hr 

Ilf thn jwjiiijinufi t rai^aaiiiiini an*! fr'r*i 4 i’> r*iiiniii«‘i'rin 

Htrivnii til In'inn iml tim niirjriil liiMlurv iiml inai 
cnmnlrv in |it»}niliir ftiriiin, lianas .n*n/ 4 ni liiili a fri 
wtmn laiiim XI, iind t iiarli’fi llis> f 4 iiirl«nl inf: 
thn ImtIc Ilf ihn Nurllmrii BiliMiinaii, rumi 

Ihirwnril, m rni4'iir«lM lii«*riii«ii 

tiiii’liiy wniild fi|iins ii liidd for inn [.dp .*^11*11. 

tJiii liiitlmr iiimwdf, llm ray^ nf fortnitii oiitltii^i 

lliiiwial l-lin fttml i*f I *ii|i#it.al 4 idii inii 

IHidunmm tin Hufinriiititiii, if In* P%"0r liir 

iCMifi ilrnjijKnl, liinl ihn Niivs’lia rf*«tirnin| In** |w’ii. 

iiiiil ttiiili^r uticiridivwl frtiwn fur liu %i rnii^ 1 
nit tiriliimfiirtwiiiiiiiliiiia cliiiii|»^ tlimwii f»ii In 
ftolttr®! 

IticiiWNft wliti iifilf triKii 1*1 fill#* fwwrf lid 

Vm m^fur ^ » ttmiw* «! iti#y mml ; “ 

swftil, wtiilii liii |iiibls»lti*r yi*! p*tiiiiiii*^tl irrfc«*n4iil*t 

0f BJabfu^, llt.r»w nff liia Eiwtf uti ll« 


Kii<'y<'l<'p:.'iltu ; ;iiiil I caiuiut. hut, rousidur if, as 

aiiulhiu- ili-i).hiy ..1 Iuh hiyli sflf ruliaiifu, tliiit, Miuiigh li(( well 
kiH'W to uh.it iiiltu.M,.'., i.w.mI its ultiiuaUi niiccosh in 

till' llrilisii iiiarlii'l, lu-, thi' in.siaiit. lii> riniuil liiiasclf (>nc(iui'af^(uj 
tu laUf 111. fill' I null' Ilf ai.in Iflliiu; uyaiii. siifaiij- hack to Scdf,- 
laiiil liav, viihinlaiily ciir.timlrrc.i new ilillicullics, hy select, - 
uii; the ei.iiijiaiMlurly lame ami uiiiiiet iiresque n>aiit,ies <Vf 
hi Ihh uativ** |»ruvHi(M\ 

A I'oiivi’raalinfi, wlui-li iniifh im! ijh* at Uh* IkkI, 

I faiirva Mliarc at hsint in thin drtrntiiiiaiiim. Ah h(\ 

laiiillaw, ami 1113 wv\v InHn.ritiK (m nur inaiirH, oiu* fuH^ ('alai 
uluifi: ih,‘ hruw oi tla* Hildoa Hill wlunM' it ovtndiaiiKH 
Im' nii*iitHHM‘d t«> um tli<' rofi\ m 1h‘ (*allt»d it, that 
WIIH *111 HI Hiin.-i ulttiui (^haaititi Hurwunl, and naid, I 

riiti t hut think that 1 rutild inuin* hutlur {day ntill with huiiu'- 
thiiHt Hurmun;* Luidluw jtrmnhlud at iluH* and naid, Hkn a 
irui^ Hruft’hinain Na, na. air- - takn my vvufd fnr it, ynu aro 
iilwayrt liki’ Ifidmi wlnm yiuir fnnt in on yotir 

imtivn ln*ath; and I havt^ orimi ilauiKdit that if you wnra to 
wt’iio a unvid, ainl lay itm Hoimo h« rv in ilm vary yc‘ur you worn 
writinic it» }ou uamhi (*?o*i'od yimmdrd* — “’uSium’H hamo/’ 
oiitdli SniH, Hiidlin^ti “ it vwy humoly, Hmrn'H Homo- 
tidiiK it* wind you wiy, Witlio. What HU|i|umo I woro iti tako 
raptain riuHorhnrk fora horn, and imvor !rt tin* ntory Htnp a 
yartt tioyomi thi' villiun’ h«dow uh yondtn*? Thu voVy thing 
I witnid* Hayn tiaiillaw; ** aiioh t^o |V|idrow» in didy !82tk’*.~ 
“ Widt, upon my word,’* Im anHWormh*Mlm liidd would ho quite 
wido onoiiith ■ ■nml a‘/#o//hr ao (d’h in pet phra-Ke of Meg 
I>of|f4 W'iif4 II Ltudhtivimn.) ■■■ ■' Souu* fun followed about the difTer- 
oiif. real porM*»nH in Iho vtllago that udglit he introdueed wdth 
rofiiiea! efIVet ; hut iw Laidhtw am! I t-alked and laughral over 
fiiir worthy ludgldmurH, hiii air Imwiuiu^ graver and graver; and 
lie iii length sai*!, **■ Ay, ay, if otn^ eoulcl look into tlie hf‘art of 
I tint little idiiaier of cmitageM, no fear hut you woultl fiiul intite» 
riiihi eiiiiw for tragmiy hh well im caunedy. I uiidertakf^ to nay 
tlim*e i« Home real romanee at thin moment going on clown 
tlieriN IliiiU if it eouhl have jtmtiee done to it, wcmld he well 
wiirili lilt the fitUdim that wna even* Hpun tnii of human lirains.” 
He ilimi told im a tale of <lark doim*Hiie guilt whieh had ra- 
eeiitly eome under fiia iioticm m Hheriif, and of whieh tfie 
m'l'iie WHS iifif. ^l«dri*si% hut 11 nmaller hamlet, on the othtu* aide 
of the "fweefh fall in i:*ur view; hut tlie details were not of a 
kind til l«i dwell »|ifin ; — anything inorti dreadful wiia never 
tKiiioeived liy Oahlm, and ho told it »o a# to prcKluo© on us who 



listened all tlie effect of another Hall of Justice. It could never 
have entered into his head to elaborate such a tale; but both 
Laidlaw and I used to think that this talk suggested St. Eonan’s 
Well — though my good friend was by no means disposed to 
accept that as payment in full of his demand, and from time to 
time afterwards, would give the Sheriff a little poking about 
Melrose in July.^^ 

Befoi'e Sir Walter settled to the new novel, he received 
♦Toanna Baillie’s long-promised Collection of Poetical Miscel- 
lanies, in which appeared his dramatic sketch of Macduff’s 
Cross. When Halidon Hill first came forth, there were not 
wanting reviewers who hailed it in a style of rapture, such as 
might have been expected had it been a Macbeth. But this 
folly soon sunk ; and I only mention it as an instance of the 
extent to which reputation bewilders and confounds even per- 
sons who have good brains enough when they find it convenient 
to exercise them. The second attempt of the class produced 
no sensation whatever at the time ; and both would have been 
long since forgotten, but that they came from Scott’s pen. 
They both contain some fine passages — Halidon Hill has, 
indeed, several grand ones. But, on the whole, they always 
seemed to me unworthy of Sir Walter ; and, now that I have 
read his admirable letters on dramatic composition to Allan 
Ctinningham, it appears doubly hard to account for the rash- 
ness with which he committed himself in even such slender at- 
tempts on a species of composition, of which, in his cool hour, 
he so fully appreciated the difficult demands. Nevertheless, I 
am very far from agreeing with those critics who have gravely 
talked of Plalidon Hill and Macduff’s Cross, and the still more 
xmfortunate Doom of Devorgoil, as proving that Sir Walter 
coxild not have succeeded in the drama, either serious or comic. 
It would be as fair to conclude, from the abortive fragment of 
the Vampyre, that Lord Byron could not have writteri a good 
novel or romance in prose. Scott threw off these things cur- 
rente calamo; he never gave himself time to consider before- 
hand what could be made of their materials, nor bestowed a 
moment on correcting them ; and neither when they were new, 
nor even after, did he seem to attach the slightest importance 
to them. 

The month of August 1823 was one of the happiest in Scott’s 
life. Never did I see a brighter day at Abbotsford than that 
on which Miss Edgeworth first arrived there — never can I for- 
get her look and accent when she was received by him at his 
archway, and exclaimed, “Everything about you is exactly 



what uiii' cjiigiii, tu liavo ha<I wit* to dreani ! ^’ ddio 

wt»aihf*r wan {M'auiifult atnl tho i'difua^ and its appurtanaiu^as, 
all hut roiuplrit*; and day afUa’ day» ho louf( m stio could 
roiiiaiiu her lujat had alwayn Honu' ut‘W* plan of gaiety. One 
day ihert^ wan iinliiug on the ( 'auhlHhit'hrH Lo(di, and a dinner 
on tlic licathv hank. Anoi}H*t% the whole party feanted by Sir 
I’homaa flic kliynHn’*H waUndali in tlu^ ghui — and the Htone on 
which Maria that day Hat wan ever arti*rvvardH ealhai AWyc- 
icrirf/d^ A third day wt^ liad to go further afudd. ile 

iittiHi mmh nlunv h(u% not Nenvark only, hut all tln^ upper 
Hcenery of tlie Yarrow, when^ fair hangn tlu^ frae the 

rerkd' and the hurtketH wtuu^ un[)a(‘ked al)out HiniHcd*, h(‘Hide 
tfii^ ruined (’hapel oviudoctkiug St. Mary’n Loch “—and he had 
Hcriunhletl to gather hltn^dudlH and heutlidlow(‘.rH, with whitdi all 
ihi^ young ladit'H numt twine, tlnur luui% — and thc\y Bang, and 
he reedied, until it wan time to go home beneath ilu^ HofteHt of 
harveHt mouim. Idum a fortnight wan paHHed — and tln^ vinion 
ehmed; for Mina 1‘klge worth iu‘V<*r naw Ahhotaford again during 
Ida life; and I am very Hure ahe eould never hear to look upon 
it now that tin* apirit la Hed. 

Aimiher wtdeome guest of tlu’i name month was Mr. Adolplma 
•“—the atitlior of tln^ hettera to lleh(»r; whose nmiiniHcuuuma of 
tlda and aeveral aulmecpteni viaita are aingularly vivid and 
intereHiing. He naya:— “Thes cireumataneea undtu* wliieh I 
pri’Meutml myaelf were ptnudiar, aa the only (’.aime of my being 
tinder hta rtad waa one whhdi eoidd not without awkwardneaa 
lie alluded t<i» wlute a atriet reaerve (^xiatml on the aidijoet of 
the Waverh^v imvela. 'riua, howevtw, did not e*reate any emhar- 
riwameiii; and he enU^red into <smv(U‘Hation aa if anything that 
iiiiglii have hemt said with reftn’enei^ to the origin of our 
iu*i|uaintanee hatl heim aaid an hour before. I uevtu’ aaw a man 
who, in Ilia inii*reourae with all peraona, was ho ptudeid* a mas- 
t4ir of rtiurieny. Hia mannera wen^ bo plain and natural, and 
Ida kindttesa took auch iiunualiati^ jioBHeHaion of tlie feelingB, 
iliiit ildi eiefdlenc!e in him might for a while pasa almost unol>- 
iiervtHh I eiinnot pay a higher teatimony to it than by owning 
iliiit I firai fidly appretdated it from his behaviour it) others. 
His idr liiiil a«|'ieei, at iln^ mojnent of a first introduetion, were 
filiicidi mtideHt, and, for his time of life, venerabh\ Oe.easion- 
ally, where he Htood a little on ceremony, he threw into his 
iitldreiiti a ilefereniial tone, whitdi liad in it Home.th.ing of old- 
faaldoiied polit4*neH«, and became him t^xircunely well 

** A point of liOHpitality in whiidi Sir Waltm* Scott never 
failed, whatever iidgnt Im the preteusionH of the guest, was to 



tin |Im‘ hnliMU!";. «•! I'i tli Vrr-i;i| *!{ \V !i*il .4 "=! I'.ill I III’ 

i I M 1*1 Ir r il j.’* IIIU* li ’A siufv fn»i!|f|‘ illlj! l!ir f < ■ .-ml 1 1 ri- 'i 

l»t* III.'-* tltilui .IS lilMHr IllH f.llii*"; l.lkHr..* I‘alr, h» » V¥ s- ¥ r ’ 5 ^ liV lll.'l 
rhnirf i»i' ^uil»|i‘{i In vj%v thn ,%n * 'p|»i uli 1! ¥ »’! 

lu?i MWH hfitl'niH if iis* IliMi llll’lil* HVillhiMi*. I'm Ins- hr .p 14 I'r ¥ -ir i i 

hntisrl!' nfti'ii as In a hh'IuIht nf hn-.»n¥n , iimi urlrrii 

,hf» lirniiiisl iilwjU'-H In lia^n a Hsil |4i*a.Mpi'n lU r!!iii|,» fmiii lii:4 
tnvis Iia an ailvnrals^ and a m!I 4 rr 

•* li Wtllllll* I tiilllk, liV r\! rn|iir!> dlffii'ulf ..:ivr a junf idi-a 
nf Ida i^nnaral miivm r-aitinu !*» auv niir v. hn li.pl nni kiiniin li.uii, 

< kniHitli’i’iiu.: Ills |>rr;''>Mn4l au»i lil*-*iarv v • ainl llir* 

widi* riri'li’ *4 .Mnnrfy in u Inrli In* Inid Innd, it in | wi l}a| |r, 
liiarkaldt* tliat sn |rw id hi.^* n.iv iiHts. m-d i»r iiii|»nlrd, an* m 

idrt'iilaf n»n. IhtI hr did iml atlni nny Hipin , I Im |»»aii!:4 snid ^sr*ii> 
t-niitlniiH inrn.H, \\tiiirli am lannly ii|i aitti I I'.innliiit l«*4, 

wnm lud fUlluritl !n film : tliuugh ln^ nri’i|.BIn|ially r\|*r«MnH‘d ii 

!linii|.tid vnry in! Inly and iiratlv. Fnr i*%iiiii|4i% im nism dn- 
nrrihi’il tlif3 ihiMiMif WidliiigtoinH lityli’ «»i' m ‘tdirini* 

tlw iiiin twn nr ihn*** jmri-ii* iiiwl liPl|iiii.g tiiiiiirlf I 41 

tin* liPHtd Ihit tin* gri'iii rhariii «if * Iiil4i»4iilk * irii« in tlm 
KWPPilliw liticl akmtkm willt whiidt it tliiwa^d* linw-. 

guidptl liv giMwl mtm^ iiml tiiiitp; flm Wiiiin aiiil niistinlird 
<dfM|Uinui> Wiili wliirli liP pxisn-HHi’d ritilirr nriii uin-iif.i thiiri 
iijiiliiinin ; inid iliP lividiiipaa iiinl Cnrm 'ttlm-li In" mirriilrd 
lUid diwrit«al : lunl all Ihitl hv aj»i4iP dr-rni’d mi» liiurli mI iIh 
idippt frnin ilidnfiiiidili* tnlndtira nt inannri\ and Iniir 

and Haiiirdirni*‘4 f'rnni tlin rlmirn nf ap|«amiil1\ 
wnrdn •■■■■ that a in«*fh<riitrly fauthtul !ian'«i‘fi|»l *4 Ihm 
tmu'nii wnuld Imi 11 taint iiiiitgp i»f his rnn¥rrf»,.i!inii, X'n 
tJlin wlin liiiii lintni him ran ii»r|*rl ihi** i»f 

idliWlgr whiidi Ida rniinlrmim'r rdirwrd wlirii iiwiikrin’d friiiii n 
«t4itj|3 i»f rum I II 11411 rr, In iHkk’h Ihh fiirr, mdntdi %tmi lira! I In iiinl 

WiliKidins iind I hr liiiir alMHii it* whirh laid a atr*aH.* irdtiifdi 
tiriitr, rntiiriiafrd nitlirr lliaii liii.riiic*iiiw‘d %vitli llir :-4rr|i. f»ih»rry 
iilwivi*; II rnfitriiiit wtiirh iiii-uhl armn rat Inn iriitfd !*i .1 
jnvhd iilid hntimrmiH iliiin tit 11 |ti4ltirlir fhii In 

friif.tirrH wrrr ri|iiiiHy rinmldr i»f Uitln I1ir furiii airl lirr nf 
lib inr» fidr thr iMiirfli nf mimtlr |4iy»in|tm^tiir4t *1 it itiiPidil 
I1i4.ih1 iliiii tlir irin riiiiliiiiird lininr wiiiiill nf Imntiii iirin 

'Wdiidrffnlly ridrtihitaHi fur wlirwinic grrjil %'-aririir?i id snnntioii, 
Thtdr timurilfill iiiifirrt wm rxtrriiirly rariir^t iiiid atlrrl ini? ; 
iind wliini hr tidcl mmw ilimiiid iind my.«trri«»ti» ^Imy, ihry had 
a flmditlul, Iiit4iiiii4icit%% i^iCjdtiriiiji itldrii afiiirali’d inv 

iisilbly t4i tlili liimrrrb imiiiCltiiiiioii, Orrfwiniially, wlirii lir 



i 4 |«iki» vrry aiulat'ioim av ihoy would 

and liyh!. tip with a iniijicomits harct-hraim'd (‘-xproHHion, 
i|iiiit* pt*rti}iar to hiiiuMnir; <mo lai^ht. s<*o in it. a wholo cliapter 
1*1 ('♦riir i/f’ iJuH itnd t.ln* (Itn’k nf ( ’npuainhurst.. Nevor, por« 
liiip.i, did a man ^n thrnujdi all tln^ l^ratlaiinus of laughter 
with MUi'li I’nmpleti^ enjtiymeui, and a nmutnnaue.i', ho nidiaid.. 
Thi' tirHl ilawn td’ a immnruUH tlnnigld. vvnidd hIhwv iinelf Hoimt- 
iiiut’H, aa li«‘ Hat Hilent, l»v tin iuvt>lunta!*y lengthtudiig of iho 
iipfter lip, fullowi'd !>y a shy Hidtdong glanet*. at hin nt‘ighbourH^ 
iiidearriltahly wldniHieah aiul H<^oming to msk from their lookn 
wind her tln^ Hpark of dr<ilhn‘v Hhoulti he BuppresHetl or allowed 
to hla/.e cult. In tlu' full tide of mirth he did indeed Haugh 
the lieaii/H laugh,* like \Valpoh% hut. it wan not hointerouB and 
iiverpoweriug, nor ilid it eheek ilu^ eournii of Iuh wordn; lie 
einild go oil telling <*r deneanting, while his lungs did ^ crow 
lik<^ elmniieleerd his synahh‘s, in the struggle, growing more 
eiitpliafie, his accent more strongly Hcoteh, and his voice pi ain- 
tiv*^ with exee.HS of merriment. 

“The hahtis of life at Ahhotsford, when I first saw it, ran in 
tln^ same iHisy, rational, and ph*asant tioursc which I belicwe 
tliey always afterwards took; though the family was at this 
time railier straitened in its arrangtnncnts, as some of the prin- 
eipat rooms wtwe not liniHlnsl. After breakfast Hir Walter 
took Ids slnud interval of stmly in tlu^ light and (d(‘gant little 
room afterwurdH called Miss Ht'oU/s. That whhdi oc.mijiicd 
when Abbotsford was eom|)l(*t.(s though more conveuient in 
some material respcnits, seemed to me tlu^ lt‘aHt cheerful ^ and 
least private in the hous«\ It had, however, a recomimmdation 
which perhaps he wiw vm’y seusihle of, that as he sat at Ids 
writiiigdahle, he eotdd look' out at his young irm^H. A.l)out one 
ciTliiek he walkml or rode, gemn'ally with sotm^ of his visitors. 
At this periisi, lie useil to lie a good deal im horselnmk, and a 
plt^iiMiiiii sight it WIW to see tln^ gallant, old genthmian, in. Iris 
stmbskiit cap and short green jimket, lounging along a fuvld-side 
on Iiii mitre, Hibyl iirey, ami pausing now and thmi to talk, 
with a serioammic look, to a labouring man or woman, and rc- 
joieti thmn wiili some (luaint saying in broiwl Heoteh, ^ The 
dinner lioiir was early; tin^ sitting after dinner was hospitably 
but not. iiiiiiioderatefy prolongcMi; ami ilui wlmbH'amily party 
(fnrsiieli it always seemetl, evmi if there were sevtu-al visitors) 
ilieii meiagiiin for a short evening, which was paHswl in eonver- 
siitiiiii ami iiiiiHic. I i.mee lieard Hir Walter say, that he lielieved 
there, was a ‘pair* of e.ards (such was liis anii<iuated expres- 

* It Ih, liiiwevcr, the itidy Hioina-OMmi In Uu* Imiwe that lisiks »mUhward, 



Hiini) .soiinnvltt^n* in tin* Istnifio - -!»iit |»r*»l«ilMy i.M ii« trails 

liiHi i»t‘ lltrir luiviii|,t rvm' ’rh*’ lir.iwini^ rt«*fii ;iiii| 

lihniry {Uufuriii.Hlirt! ut tli«* *»f itiy lirni \ i:<it i i-.»|triir«i itiin 
**arh iind ft»rnii*ii h a|»artiiiinit , fly 

<*vi*rv ill A hhot tlwy iiinnt In' wimk- 

fiulril wit li .Hillin' i4' ih«' nnHHt I'lil ri's“i4!i'4iiiiii,?i nf liui lifi\ 

Hit* Wiiltt'f liHlnninl to tln^ inuHir t*f hin iLiui«!li!»w?!, iiliirh m 

111! in his own tasto, wifh a lonfr failiiift »'!illiii'iia.niii. 

lio followtsi thr liliO ohl wlurii Lurkloiti 

hor hiU’|i with liin iiiUmI, ry^M, aiol iio if juiiiiiiLt in 

an aoi of ri'liiholi, Tutiltifr Iiivoat-.il |»oi!Mriiiam‘i‘M lio w*i.?i 
ciutifiil, aiit! oftini a iiHino'r^ Inii I tn' riiri'il 

liltlo for iinvro' uoi.hH’ flo’ n«*!r*-4 laili’il !o rliiirin liiiii if llp’y 
won* not ooiiiHniiHl wilhgoost words, «ir iiiiiiioiliittrlv' 
witli Hoiiio history or slroin: aontiiiiioiil, ujnm wdindi inn iiiia-i^iiyi 
tion oiiuhi fiistini. A Hiiiuhir oltsorviitinii I lilioiilii run. 

(anvi,\ apfdy in Itin Cnidiitic t»f ollior artii. I do not 
any pirtim^ or print iii Ahl»ot.i4fi»riI wlitrh wim r«niiiirkiilili» 
ininady m a work tif Piilonr or tlimiKti. All, I lliiiik# initipr rop- 
rt^atniital Inutoriral, roiiiiiiitity or |Mii:»tiiml nr rpliiloil 

to iM’sraoiw, |iIiir’oa» or rirtnntiation’pa in wliirh In^ iii*4 im inirf’ 
i!ai» Kvon m imdiiiorturp, hin tiiato find thr aaino Inioi, a!iiio,»t 
pvory atinifi of Ida iionati l«>rp iiii iilliiHitm or a nrnii. 

tnoni 

** It aoortii'Hl at first a littlo Hfrato-fo, in ii srinit^ wdsrro mi 
many things linnighi to mind iho \Va%‘«*rlry novrht, to ln^ar 
no ilifort nirniion of thmii, *»r tn’rit allnnnm to tlnnr lOUHtnirii. 
lint iw forhi'aninri’ on lion lira*! iv.ui a rnir oti wdindi a roin.’ 
plrt'O tarit tmdtwsiiimling anliHiHird, thrri^ ii«i iniihiirfiia#- 
iitinii or ap|M»aniiH'o i*f mystrry «*i$ tho foihji'ri,., Hui'p or 
I liirard a miaial rrf«*miro tiiadm in Hir prr«- 

to Homo t4i|nr in tlm liovi’ls; no sorprifio or ii|i|iriirmiiro 
of tliaploiwnrn toltfiwpik Init tlio run rani ion, ao far iia it 
iondril that way, diml n nalnral dinilli. it luw, I 
hiipprnnd that hr hitimrif fin#i Imrn raiigiil titiiiwarrs i»n tlir 
ftirliiihlrn gronml ; ! tiiivr hrarii ii told liy ii vrry iiriiir 
obirryrri not now livitiic, Ihiit on Ida mndfig t«f Ahlwd*- 
ford, iiftpr iltr j.nililirntinn of Thr lhrfili% Hir a4ik«’»i| 

Idiii, ^ Writ, atiil liiiw i« mir frinid Kmiiiilr? gl«ri«iw Juliii!* 
and tliwi, r«d!riitiiig, of ronrar, iliiii lir wim liilkint of rliiinl 
liiiloro, fill alirrkrtl Idiiiarlf* immI rontd not for itumi iiiiiiiiriiiii 
riiacivfir from tlir fiilar atrp, lliid a iniitt l»mi rtrr mi firoiiw 
to indiimriittciti on snrli aitli|rrla, it wonlil liiitr ititiartloii- 
tibki to kitriiy it towank Hir WiUtor wlni Cl.«it»ii|p nil liw 



other claims to respect and affection) was himself cautious, 
Owen to nicety, of hazarding an inquiry or remark which might 
appear to be an intrusion upon the affairs of those with whom 
lie conversed. It may be observed, too, that the publications 
of the day were by no means the staple of conversation at 
-Abbotsford, though they had their turn ; and with respect to 
liis own works. Sir Walter did not often talk even of those 
^hich were avowed. If he ever indulged in anything like 
egotism, he loved better to speak of what he had done and 
seen than of what he had written. 

^ After all, there is perhaps hardly a secret in the world 
■which has not its safety-valve. Though Sir Walter abstained 
strictly from any mention of the Waverley novels, he did not 
scruple to talk, and that with great zest, of the plays which 
liad been founded upon some of them, and the characters, as 
there represented. Soon after our first meeting, he described 
to me, with his usual dramatic power, the deathbed scene of 
^ the original Dandie Dinmont ; ’ of course referring, ostensibly 
at least, to the opera of Guy Mannering. He dwelt with 
extreme delight upon Mackay’s performances of the Bailie 
and Dominie Sampson, and appeared to taste them with all 
the fresh and disinterested enjoyment of a common spectator. 
I do not know a more interesting circumstance in the history 
of the Waverley novels, than the pleasure which their illus-' 
trious author thus received, as it were at the rebound, from 
those creations of his own mind which had so largely increased 
the enjoyments of all the civilised world. 

“ In one instance only did he, in my presence, say or do 
anything which seemed to have an intentional reference to 
the novels themselves, while they were yet unacknowledged. 
On the last day of my visit in 1823, I rode out with Sir 
Walter and his friend Mr. Rose, who was then his guest and 
frequent companion in these short rambles. Sir Walter led 
us a little way down the left bank of the Tweed, and then into 
the moors by a track called the Girth Road, along which, he 
told us, the pilgrims from that side of the river used to come 
to Melrose. We traced upward, at a distance, the course of 
the little stream called the Elland. When we had ridden a 
little time on the moors, he said to me rather pointedly, am 
going to shew you something that I think will interest you ; ^ 
and presently, in a wild corner of the hills, he halted us at 
a place where stood three small ancient towers or castellated 
houses, in ruins, at short distances from each other. It was 
plain, upon the slightest consideration of the topography, that 
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ar«' iinttiv :4i»rii\H uliMut ihiMn.' “ 
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A{|Hl|}|iiiH *?4 a»n *4 Ij ! 4 i.i 54 ..tis , i»M? 
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Ifriiry Sh'uari *4 a *4-4si!.4S«aj hi 4 "i,r.ii m 

I lafia rli:dii I's*, l»» aaS i«a«oif njnAi las 

iiHi'ifH lit tla'f al'f *4 lr,ni'.|h;uii '.in' ! n-m Su’ \l.iS<'r 'A.i.i mih* 
Ilf I !ii« rtiiuiiiif li^i% and hr !“ 4 ji aviU' ui H , 

liiii Khhhv i»Ii f < hii diauui* lir Iaiir5*’ll iiiariii imd'i-r.if 

AllHlilHtuaii r*?i|irrifii«ni!H ill A , l»al t«,«a!i 4 rr-.i,Hon iii 
thn i 4 in|iii*l til aliiiti^ Haiiiinvlial * 4 * tin* i''id wlii*'|i lua I'liiruiv 
aiC|ir«M4M«'ll 114 III ihr *|iirn|js»ii, ill'!, Id all, In 

jnfumli 4 , Hlul!in|?«, iiiid iM'nrr- and. ^%li« 4 lnd Sir lli’tir '’« ‘.?4 m* 

iiJltl *»r hll^l hiHdi ip’t-nrairS, kr |>f , t hi'' ||i1si:l» turiinl 

ClUt gmilly lllitrp mpl’liHiaii nu lliaii Ip' I*iviii4 ll 

raprasi'iiiail in < 1 y«lrfidal *4 

I iiW4Uii|iiiiiii4l Sir \Vhilti*r nn thi'i IhiIp 4*11, in tin' 

acHlfHa tif wliirli Wi* |iiild Mdanal otiMT .iiini i» % idirfral limt. 

II ftnv lyiritnil riiMthM* iii th«» iij»|Md’ «i|' ihn "r»*'r-«l ami 

till* liydf. Ivvrii wiil!*» llin %%‘rdllirr %\‘ .vt lm»:d, riii|>r«»|»ll imif-ij 
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if he IiipI axii.iiiiiii »4 it lllty tiiiitrw, li** tnnsl rpm-d Ian faiitili- 
iirity* iifitl gritlify ilia lainlariiaw *.4 ymiiliftil 
WIiiIp fill the rmid. Iiin rritividmlsmi mnad fl.i^ss’d 

flit try f ilinl Imllml riima ti|»«iii hiillad in (diri 

imswtini, lilt! whiii niritak me mofit, ivan tlia ii|*|*areiitly 
tirniw gra?i|i i4’ hin tmmtmy. Hiiil Iip .nhiiiihl f^vnlln-t r^m 
ihiitm at istiv iiiirimit ililty uf alni’iilry m f«»in:iii' tlaii li.-id 
tilim* aiaitatl Ihm iiiiiigiiiitliainrs.iuhl ini hmnar ^nrfiririp ntp hni 
iiM if !i« rmiimiilii^rtMl avrrylliiiiif mtihmii p%f'P|4im4 
»n ii ware in itiiyltisiig like the nf \Ptm4 lii.y hn hi %4 

aver raiith Far l♦Xlllll|llls llm fmiriiing nfiar im'? h ff Alhiidfiii, 
wa want lll•rtl«l4 the acnintry t<» breiikfiiMt m-ilii liai fiiPiid 1 'tiin.a 
ttniti fliiiril f hiridiitiiiel, %%\m iirramjiiiintHt ir-s m ^aum 
inirriftgiS iiiiil Iiis Ltiribtiifi liiifi|»imiiig iti rp|.itmi 11 filtniita* 



remarkable only for its absurdity, from a Magazine poem of 
the Yery silliest feebleness, which they had laughed at when 
at College together, Scott immediately began at the beginning, 
and gave it us to the end, with apparently no more effort than 
if he himself had composed it the day before. I could after 
this easily believe a story often told by Hogg, to the effect 
that, lamenting in Scott’s presence his having lost his only 
copy of a long ballad composed by him in his early days, and 
of which he then could recall merely the subject, and one or 
two fragments. Sir Walter forthwith said, "with a smile, — 
Take your pencil, Jamie, and I’ll dictate your ballad to you, 
word for word ; ” — which was done accordingly.^ 

As this was among the first times that I ever travelled for 
a few days in company with Scott, I may as well add the sur- 
prise with which his literary diligence, when away from home 
and his books, could not fail to be observed. Wherever we 
slept, whether in the noble mansion or in the shabbiest of 
country inns, and whether the work was done after retiring at 
night or before an early start in the morning, he very rarely 
mounted the carriage again without having a packet of the 
well-known aspect, ready sealed and corded, and addressed to 
his printer in Edinburgh. I used to suspect that he had 
adopted in his latter years the plan of writing everything on 
paper of the quarto form, in place of the folio which he at an 
earlier period used, chiefly because in this way, whatever he 
was writing, and wherever he wrote, he might seem to casual 
observers to be merely engaged upon a common letter; and 
the rapidity of his execution, taken with the shape of his sheet, 
has probably deceived hundreds ; but when he had finished his 
two or three letters, St. Konan’s Well, or whatever was in hand, 
had made a chapter in advance. 

^ “ One morning at breakfast, in my father’s house, shortly after one 
of Sir Walter’s severe illnesses, he was asked to partake of some of ‘the 
baked meats that coldly did furnish forth the 6reafc/asi-table.’ — ‘ No, no,’ 
he answered ; ‘ I bear in mind at present, Bob, the advice of your old 
friend Dr. Weir — 

From season’d meats avert your eyes, 

From hams, and tongues, and pigeon pies — 

A venison pasty set before ye. 

Each hit you eat — Memento morir 

This was a verse of a clever rhyming prescription sent some 30 years 
before, and which my father then remembered to have repeated upon 
one of their Liddesdale raids. The verses had almost entirely escaped 
his memory, hut Sir Walter was able to give us a long screed of them. — 
A^idrew Shortrede.^"' 



I'lir jiisl isii'Ul |aibh? 4 ir 4 ui »iii 4 

ia if.H rt*»’i*|j| a»a !l}**r*’ f.iiliii.t* ulnrli 

of rii!fr:-io NHiiiowli.it »ia^|»iriiri| tin* l»o* 4 lisi^ iiii»iii»ait. 
Srotoli rt‘a«!or:i in tooiora! tlisHratnl lr<’iJi flu-j juiiftiiH’iil, 

tlify iiiH*l4 tl*M fli.ii ^}r.y d**"4rri''oii 

plaro hy tlio huIo of ,\|uiik!»; 4 ni**, Ikroio ,ioi| l 4 i|t|:tiii 

Ikilgattv; ■■ thill iici wliu- loot in tho ;Mil|p»r'fi oiin 

nnmtry* hoHitato to r«’oo^i»ai:-‘*o % n ii| miA toippi piairail 

tiri'S til 'foiirliw'oosl, !^laolhu‘k, am! tho rrriu'io iMininirr «if St 
Roiiaii*H ; ■ ■ I liiit ! !o’ lU’.Hrfipt is'iioi of luifur.tl nrf!i*’ri fnij^ttit raiik 
with itiiv li*’ iaa! i.av*ai; ami, tiaall) , Ih.i! tin- tt lono rloiiaiii‘r 
of riara Mo\vl»riiy, hni o'^pooially it.;* il«nrh*pii-:»iii m flir' iIhuI 
Volllllio, foriliotf an oro-asnil rt'o.ilsou, to lio r|a.:‘i'5r4 hy 

poHlorily witli llto hiolii'^At rlp.ii'-j of ir.HO*' r**tiniafr* Si non 
raliliina'K^i I’lltir.H, Ino^m-rr ialkrOH aiol %%rilrihi - 

riH’invod with l•ollHn!#'^lll|o fiarraolir ?ik«*lri»rii 

of Ilio woiild'Uo'fiiii^ lift' of iho watoniii:?- fikrlr ttliii-js 
thi'ir Hinit!ir*rn Inailinai hail kiinlly mi*jhi lirattii 

fr«»ai *Voff/«rrii olip^rviiliuii. Init roalsl iiina^r apj»rar lliiiii 

fiintiwtii* niririiltiri'ii to lUiy prrmni who IopI 
thinhmti^ Kagliult rnnori of llo^ fiaino i-laAM, llirrp i;fi 

n«'» dinihi tliiit Ihi^ iinii!h«*r off tliffir inumr j*f»r.'noiiai^rfi 

with, in tli«^ piiinii^r*^ I»lirii.f4«n «i noA Arii#A . Imi I imua ronfrioi 
iny iR^inf iliat thoy liavo far ini*ri^ Irnfh iihimt llirm ili'iii inti 
inHilitTyiiinii i4Wli}*‘4 ii! tho fiuio !.onllo« , luol llial 

t-hn roiitijiiait wiw hImiI* m it Wioi in ilio Any n of Sir Uhilli^r's 
ynriihfiil waiiflnri 11^*11. a Inp to foirli n -n-riiuirnfriitf'd |»hii'o iw 
f iilHlii.iii!, or iVlolTal* or Iiinin 4 «ath»*n ijiltfiiHil loj iiia*"i'rai4il4ii 
t.« Lointon iliiiig iiml liiiiliffn tm tlio IbIo «»f tta/i th«’n, i*r iw 
liniilM|.tno miit Ihrpito aro nowi may loipiilinl ihr ftiiiir*? 

m’llli asilhfniiio matmal# for wiirli 

woriliioii itH Hir Ihiigo lilot laidy t'tr, iitnl 

Mr. WiiitiniilofiMinin llMmiihl inorro%'or !*«' Iwniir $n 10111*!, tiiat 
during our iiwiiliir lilorkiidn, tioriln^rn waii'ring pl 4 t'**ri mnp tp4. 
alotin fu.voitrf*d hy tlm of ijtir,«iiotialil*' rtiafjiri^*t*i 

tlm iiuiits, Tlir^ riiiiijiiiriilivp r|iiuniii»m« of luitig, aiol 
ihidly Ilf pdiiriitiiiii, jiriMnirud for Hir WiiJiorh^ ” o%%'is m 11441111*' 
Itiwn *’ a tnittiliiiii mimwirm of inrh ?»*» lony *1,1 i|s«‘v 

^initld tiitviJ tin tn tlm InW#’# ti*h**^0 iiinl danniiv: *4 

tliti Ocititilifitit Wtirii I lirnt }idtigli*i| in llio m^irty of 
tmrgti, It iilKiiiniiiiil willi KiigUnli* Itrokmi iii rloir,p 4 rr amt in 
frirtuiiii, fcitiml 11 morti tilliM.ovrii 11 linroi«oi*#i imii 

wqiintiffi lutiiilglt ill otitiiift for llmtii, fruiii thr pto^nliialiy 
iiiiiitiiiiti 14 tlngrro of alloiilioti to mdiirli lliri ti.pi long 



been unaccustomed nearer borne; and I beard many name, 
wben tbe novel was new, a booby of some rank, in wbom they 
recognised a sufficiently accurate prototype for Sir Bingo. 

Sir Walter bad shewn a remarkable degree of good-nature in 
tbe completion of tbis novel. Wben tbe end came in view, 
J ames Ballantyne suddenly took vast alarm about a particular 
feature in tbe bistory of tbe heroine. In tbe original con- 
ception, and in tbe book as actually written and printed. Miss 
Mowbray^s mock marriage bad not baited at tbe profaned cere- 
mony of tbe church ; and tbe delicate printer shrunk from tbe 
idea of obtruding on tbe fastidious public tbe possibility of any 
personal contamination having been incurred by a bigb-born 
damsel of tbe nineteenth century. Scott was at first inclined 
to dismiss bis friend^ s scruples as briefly as be bad done those 
of Blackwood in tbe case of tbe Black Dwarf : — You would 
never have quarrelled with it,” be said, bad tbe thing hap- 
pened to a girl in gingham: — the silk petticoat can make little 
difference.” James reclaimed with double energy, and called 
Constable to tbe rescue; — and after some pause, tbe author 
very reluctantly consented to cancel and rewrite about twenty- 
four pages, which was enough to obliterate to a certain extent 
tbe dreaded scandal — and in a similar degree, as be always 
persisted, to perplex and weaken tbe course of bis narrative 
and tbe dark effect of its catastrophe. 

Whoever might take offence with different parts of tbe book, 
it was rapturously bailed by tbe inhabitants of Innerleithen, 
who immediately identified tbe most striking of its localities 
with those of their own pretty village and picturesque neigh- 
bourhood, and foresaw in tbis celebration a chance of restoring 
tbe popularity of their long neglected Well ; — to which Scott 
bad occasionally escorted his mother and sister in tbe days of 
boyhood. Tbe notables of tbe little town voted by acclamation 
that tbe old name of Innerleithen should be, as far as possible, 
dropped thenceforth, and that of St. Ronaffis adopted. Nor 
were they mistaken in their auguries. An unheard-of influx 
of water-bibbers forthwith crowned their hopes; and spruce 
hottles and huge staring lodging-houses soon arose to disturb 
wofully every association that bad induced Sir Walter to make 
Innerleithen tbe scene of a romance. Nor were they who 
profited by these invasions of tbe genus lod at all sparing in 
their demonstrations of gratitude ; — the traveller reads on tbe 
corner of every new erection there, Abbotsford Places Waverley 
Bow, The Marmion Hotel, or some inscription of tbe like 
coinage. 


I ii'i: ifF sUi H Ai^iFi: r. 


l:lti 


AiiIm!!:" .•< * 1 ! nf t!i»- | U'.'*' • .1 -.mu-, 

;i vr;in\ nr>1 .p. !>>t r/i- 

St. r A s ll>' : . . "'V I I* 

III «i»'\ri»lf!n i 4 ■,^Ah I’-i-., ; In-; ^ ^ 

all*l li.lVlli;^; IIh* I'.Hia'k >Lr'|>a‘'r4 ^ 4.,". ;nA‘4 li’,,,. 

|»rtll»’t |nii liM!l.l,'.;:»''tas'lit a! ihiA r \ h ' :■; -4 ! '» ■! f , .u.4 .'n*.t| .^/s Hr.] 

In rlir* 4 irii .iin**na fhi-jn. 4 -..U',h ■ ir.il ', 

wan a rr^iihit a!!rn4.tii!. tin-' in ii ■* 

arnimrvi Iniipiu^, l.tnu^, I»'rl hu;.?. hr^ > .u;.4 i:,.uain»i 

I lirn-\V||i;,.t, iVl'Ul Mil n|»j»M--:AU' ! » > 1 hr r3r4-..r I I a-a .r ^4 i lA.*|a,4Sl, 
aUll a! lia* HiilrA aurul irur|nrt, ns fnU ^.rJuinn 

a!wil\'l'» |»l"r‘ai|r4 a--: la.raf'i *«! 1 in- >r|rljn- ^ \ a.tn. *4 .|.rt f.irlr 

flt.Jtl fiiaf mI 'ill'' Sf lU tlr-nr 4.i\'4 Uni 

writ luiU* |n*i'H hr-arra I'hr > ! ^ r 1 4 n’ I 4 . rn r n h In ' 4 1 41 tin' \ *'| 
uf I hrt’t'Hrnl'l', f.ulrh a t % -rMSjir •>*! ifir |45..'*'.'), |M||ir> 

IIHI nlUf'-tliliii'li! nl lilH ii .ili^urihrh }’*nU''*r-5 . .isnl ‘a '-.I'lfa i»f 

Ki|intinr,|,tli |iiur4rr«n| .unnui* tla~ ,Uiil *a*u4.yirv 

mf lAvi*^w|sliiia Ip him wai4« is^ hpi hUiint thi’ 

|irPf<lfip||i*« rliiiir willi riiiUirnl ;itpi I'MiiynMiiU 

|Hirtinl nil thifi whirh m fipt.ihn i,f 

illH V**iS*r ' — hv Slf W ill!*’!' \\ ih’in'li, Nlf A4.illll 

hVrgiwmiii, iiiiil IVirr IMnAlmm, 



<’irAiTi':K XI 11. 


! nf - AlihcitHfonl — • M{Lrria|?<^ of (Cap- 
tain ScNilt iMim-lluny projcrUnl * LHV of NapoltMai 

li«\i;nn I'iiIi-h t>r tho ( ’rti.HiuitTH |inhlij4ti(»(i»~-'rt>ur in Ircliind «-»• Vinit 
u* Wiiidia'inort' — Mucvro at. Ablmlnfonl — Uumoura of ovil amonK the 

llookrtolloiu 

ua tla^ cotiolaHiou of Hi. Eoaaa’s Wall, Hir 
Wultin* In'i^an I{otl} 4 'aujith'i; -but it had luadt* oonHidorablc 
|iroKr«‘HH at hofori* (kaiHiahla and Ballaniyao aoultl per- 
«uado him to Hah.stiltjit' that iiih^ For lirrrivH. ‘d'ho book was 
piilitiMliod in diuio bSIiband wan recoivcd at the iiuu*. Home- 
whai ouldly» tlioa^d* it ban I b(di(‘V(\ found luoro juBtico, 

I'ho roinl nnhu't ion of tJio advtMiiurouB li(n‘o of 174d^ in the 
dulnoMH untl diainoBH of udvanoiiiK agt* and fortinu^H hopolesHly 
UliKldod anti tin* nn‘Hi*niin)^ Idin ■>\vi{h whoBO romantic 
porlraiturt' at an t*anit*r poritHl luHtorical truth had boon bo 
admirably bbmdtni a.H the moving principal of cventH, not 
liiily out indy* but mttoriou.Hly imaginary — thin wan a ranh ex» 
pmiiinmt, anti ctmlti imt fail to Bnggt^Hi diHadvaniagcoiiB com- 
pariJAiiUH; ytd* !mtl ilnn’t* bt‘cu no Wavorlcy, 1 am parHuaded the 
fallini ainl fatlotl AHcanitiH of KtMlgauuilet would have been 
tiiiivonctlly ontntmnccd a nuiHterpicee. A.bout tint secondary 
ptn'nimuges tlim't^ ctndd bt» iiM-lc ground for contitiversy. What 
iiovid nr dr.ima Ini.s .snrpa.HHtal the grtd.«‘H((uely ludierouH, daHhed 
the pndbnnti pathos, td’ lVti*r Peebles — the most tragic 
tif birees? -- or iht^ st-ill smbim’ nnu'idiuent of that human b1u|.>» 
mreclc* Nitnlm KwartV'*-* or Wundoring Willie — and his Tale 
™ I lilt mdtiiesi ami mtmt rueful of dreams toltl by such a person, 
aiiii ill siieli ii liialcct 7 With postendty, evtm apart from theBe 
gniiid tlds iiovid will yieltl in iiiterc*Bt to none of the 

Hcrii'^s ; fur it canitains peidutps more tjf AHan FmrfimVH personal 
oxjierimit*««s ihiwt any other of tlmm, or even than all the rest 
|Mit togpilier. 

This year- minthUe pnwtueed but om^ novel; and 



viTV «tC Iii.H i*ar**^’r. a|^|iir‘iii inn In* Inni 

allrai't^ni Iii*!ii't^ l»t hr-* alt*aa|»fn Hilh tin- il, ami i \\ aifnr 

waN I’ailfil ti|»*«iit mIIi'h nkul in i «•|•l iii|» 

and liur.’avh and th*' lih*', hiiu mifh In-i aiii'irn, 

an Uliiblllitli iiad lnaai j4lirri’4, and lh‘‘ SMti!h'WMu!4 laiii 
liiiinsnlf til llin rt^indar irauiiiiK arin-i! f*H4i liim 

iliiii liin riM»lil. Illld l•M^nrrnrd ssith bun a! HMir.*’ IriiiClIi, fli* 

nsjdniiifil till' ilillirailliffi and |»s-ru^ *4 tiui ii.‘-.|>iru:'..t: ii.illi, and 

nililt’d with Havillll, it iani n!ru* k mr liui! .n*<iis»'' r|n^/r| 

IVlliiw liiii^iii iii.ikn a KM^‘d In^. li, ni *4 r-nr* ‘ihiii* liiin 

aidf »illinll|-t thn tsit'iir*' Kapb.Md'i and \ and^ k*’-^ id' tli®' iii.*\al 
ArudmiUa li*' rdmuld Hsd liiliiM*’]! lid iMiltli' iii|* :f4uliif» 

tliilld <d H liiMi'r rlniniiit ?d i, i*’ »»| 

.^linilil t III* fa ‘d A bl*Mt -d'^ird *diinnlal«‘d ImjiIi Irtriiiifi 
mill Htraiidni'H l»* rHiitnbuIr arfsidiv'i *d !«»%!■ lli4 

lidoriUiiriit . d*nuu’H ^nlt »d’ llmi \%iin a 

idillir Hindi' I'rniil tlm nak *d Imii-'ir s.»| ftltisi, Ilif» Iril- 

ciitaoliiirv HWiiP «d tin* indriiyal *d U alia*'*’ In' linn 

Hir Wiiilrr |iliir«al iii hin invu .wiarfiiiii ii-iiia'** llinr mjin uti 
Citfmr idiiiir tail tli«^ mi*? *»ii ^lurli hn »iil al ii'a-rk. Idii ihf^ 
lirrivjilii W'Hrn niii'tlriiH: iiiinmd th** r^-fd raimn I linnk 

tlm UlllllP Wi^t'ik, II laiiiv *d' Midil I sn iiflr'«ai 
VcihlliK^^ fiiliii* riilily Invitiid in r^rarlid, llin ftifl »d' i\ inn lira»rnr 
lV,*lilul II iit?i tif liin \liri»*niin tlaai^n'-n in a Iniiidrrd and f'urly 
¥ntiyin»^» I<inid1i*?r witli n r*iti|d«» *4 really rainanl 

idiiiirH, tlm njMiiln tif .w»nii* \lniidi,i.in |iaiar*% i Ini’-staMiv 

llmm? wnr«^ Iuh Inkidm *d’ nriitilndi*, \n ll**^ wiii'., ImI" tii*? 
nf tlm 'Ntundfi, whuln mi la»ril Kiiifn-'ddm'fi :Si'*di iir*’w 

frtiiii tlyil fris’inTf^ wn'rid- r*" | I* H' !«'?»» and tr*ii»?if*'rri'‘d* wtlli 
itrif’i injiiiii’li*iiii4 nf wntrlilnlmm#, t«* ilidinlit«*d |»nl4ijdii'r, 
^.rnwiiriln ilin «di»i4i? id tlii« y«’?4it% Hir \\all«?r In-ard 4*1 i||ii 
cifmtli nf liii* il*air |ir«dliHr mih* liad Umn 

for iiilitt! liiiii! ihimmdumU^ii iil Abl^didnrd In |#i;s 

mrii »«ii <1iiirlt*« lii« n^iinlinirf^ jit i'**i|rn«% 

CliftiriL lliH adfijtlnm «»f l\m pliiti tinailt «tM»|»|diin 

IIU lljijMiilitlliniil ilillinrivil w'r¥ir*ii»f |||«i F^wl Indiii i 
wliii*ii liinl Immi. filinmd iii tii^ di-wfifml l*y liittlnir^f in 
a »t4dt wliiili, m'f*ro llipri^ itiiy dmibl nii tlml mdin’ii.. ii’**nid 
bi aiillitdwil t*i linivn tliiit tlm ytittng ginitlt«iiniit*« fiiiln*'r ml tliia 
liiiiii ifiiiiiiiltsrwl liii tmn wnriillv fwrttiiiftn m sii a liigldi |^ft‘#4 
p^rwti iiiiiiitiiiiL A Imliii i« Piiily iiidtdwdi«lrnrp, 

ilii* tm«o lif a utiii iif w* wnnliirtiiin liiinurll 4,^1 iwil 

to ilwnriilti ilin tiitnn* In^ itihi^ritofl, it liiirdit failt^d 

to tarlj Wfiiltli. Aiiil Mir Wiiltor w« tliw Imt imiii In ito' 




ABBOTSFORD. From the Garden. 





privo hiM hny siirli aiul (‘jisy ])nmp{‘(^t 4 S of worldly ailvaii- 
furiiiiHf Imu c^vor In tli<* pnu'arious <'ha.n(H^s of a loarned 
prnfj‘isiuii in (irtat Mrilain, nnh‘HH in liio. (‘oiiiidtauto that; his 
i.wsi iv nunM*.; wiTP Hii i^vvwi as to lyndor ulii main failure in 
>Mrli .1 »*artM-r a usaittu* cjf no primary inpun’taiuH'.. 

ii\ I hriatHuiH iho faloK ol t.h(' (h’usa.d(U‘H W(‘ro and 

Ahitt.f altird w:iH at lant rid of carpoidiM'H and iipholsterera. 
\ Waltiu* arrivtal it) Ht*e hin latJi(*r'H Ijouho eoiupleiiO, iind 
I'dhnI ttiih a hm-tvv ronipany than it tandti tnuu- btdbia^ axuaHu- 
iinnlafo. of tho guoHta'was (!a.ptain Ba.sil Hall, always an 

aiironalibyoni*: a t.ravellor and a stcranf, (ull of stories and 
llieiiries, itiexIuuiHiihle in spirits, euriosity, a.inl euthusia.Hm. 
Hir Walter was surpristMl a-iul a lii.ih^ a.nnoyt*d on observinf^ 
that t!ie rapiain kepi a noitvbook on his kutn^ while at table, 
Isnt made lui rtunark. Ht^ kindly allowed int% in 18;k), to read 
his Ablndsford l>iarit*s, Siv., ainl ina,ki^ what use of tluun I 
nifcdd then think proper. On the pnw'ut oeiuision I must give 
but a speeinuuj : -- 

*Otn eoinlng to a broad path in the middle of the woods, wo 
took nutiee of a tbig«‘i*»post, on wiiieli was writUm ‘ The Hod to 
Heikirkd We nnnb* mane remark about Tends orthogra,])hy, 
«pon whieli fje lauKbtsl, and said that that ting(u*-post had 
ainiHi him great popularity in the neighbourhood. * 1 eannot 
s.vd tie remarked, ‘that I liad any sueh view when I ordered 
i Ol bt' put up, 'rhe pnblii^ road, it is trins Is not far olf, anti 
t* is leuilrt ibrongh tin* very (‘entre of my grounds, but 1 never 
ecmld bring luymdf to make that a reason for exeluding any 
nerson wlm finds it agreeable or udvaniagtsms to take over the 
ftil! if lie likes. But alilumgh my pnudiee in this respect had 
III ways beefi vvtdl known, t he actual admission of it, the avowed 
esiublishment of it as a sort of right, by stitdiing up tht^ iinger- 
jHiHi, was received as a kiinl of boon, and 1 got a world of 
eri’fiit for a thing whitdi luul certainly not any popularity for 
its object, NevertlielesHd he tumtinued, M have !io scruple in 
Maying that what I did deH(*rvmi the* good peoplcds ac.knowledg- 
luetiti and I mudously disajiprove of those propritdiors who act 
on ii iliffcrent prineipbi in iht‘He matters. Nothing on earth 
would induce me to put up iMiards threat^ming proHiauition, or 
ciiiniioidng onids fellow4‘reatureH to beware of man4ra|>8 and 
spring-guiw. I ludd that all such tilings are not only in the 
IdglieHi <lcgrt*e otTensive and hurtful to the fmdings of people 
w limit ii is every way important to (uunnliatts hut that they 
are iiIho quite iiictllcieni — and I will venture to say, that not 
one of my young imm has ever Imen cut, nor a fence trodden 



jiri’r.ss WflH’Si lili ! a.*-'- t'' ! li,i' Iimji 

Itf I'iMirM', IIiI’H’ U* .l ?>»’? ap.u? .Uiii imwiti' ImT 

IIm* liiflif.'i but tn«'>r .ill ihi* .%u\ iu.m, im?, 

SiH Ilf I l^liM.Ni^ in) t h*‘ Hi.it liniiii 

|ifii|i!i* itf l.i'Hf IIM) i»*’ iiniulitim.: th»-ir l.in-' m !hr |/ri »iiiiii>4^ 

lUltl I iti'li'li rri'MlIini |i**H iir.n-h *>1 i n >| »i i ,i! nni ^i.ih 

|H'f4t*l!ilv 4lli’ !*» lilH Inu Hii! iM'.ir liun i1m- »«1 |'..i!|oi liiii?Hl*' 

in nyill4i* ^ll In'"- «:ri -rtln-n In- i% iMH.ilit 

Hnllif t»llf tiillifd nf tfi*’ l.ikrn |i'- Wltli 

ffi-filfl.H ti»r IniiktlU! m;-.! i>! tu«’»r 

* I f li^il ikr ;il I ni! r 1 1 ri »* n* ■»*/ 1 j«- m.m I ’ 1 i » a 4* »nu»‘i 1 i.ii i , 

kunb llll|*rrf nif til inn!--*, Ihr^ .un .%II |nr!l) luu* h frif lilii' 

iUHllll-HMyni MtiMinUiSif i »i| .i.nu*4 i«4 K'*‘**n III ihi’ll i»w li 

wiiy, lit iMHl’h a.HiH* Hmii IiIm-' I-m Imu- 4 i}M|»|i-iii.iii 

<*ulitili|,| !»» \iiu In li’iirli y«ni hoii. in n|.* y^mt iiitu 

II Frt'lirli kirlifihiiw ? Fii thi^ |M»«a ^ioim iri ihrMI 
luiltitu : pmlfrl tlirliy Itrat llinu kiinll)-, ll'uuf llp'iii , lisil |rl 
thfy« 1 ‘iijiiy ill i|i»fl llinir ih.'4i *4 ’ynt llifir 

Ji!i*l hrmiigfi* iir ivliiitnvnr it umv 1 *^' I'mi- 411 ) mikr lor- 

liii'lii wiili ymir ,\u 4 l.ik*’ ruin^' lin 

lidtlinl* ‘ lliit l.i» ilitnii iiriviluii^ iMrr| 4 . w lim liiry 

lUV IlfiitiT ili«^ nf iiiiiii«^4i4ili' mi»rry wii'.tf flirt/ Ihink 

ItUili^ry ■ -‘iniliHitlnr 1 ! ii.?i ii mn 4** imvilniMt th.il f.iu Imni to 
limkp ihl’lil Infill tin’ |irrri*n|ft fr*‘hlii* *4 Unir |«»i|i4riif«r |»4ir 

my jiiirt* I Vrry vrfy nirrly 1*1^ f iiiiytlnini/ nwiiV .N*rw, fur 

tliiH |*ilf »»f biiinriirn %ilurh hii.-t Ifi'rsi !laiiiir«i uiii 
thin iiitiffiiiig, IM |i|iiri“ii lirfr fur f««r llm |.M*4.r |.ru|4r''ii 

flrnH* iwni I iiiii |tnrf*^*ily rrrtaisn iIp^v iim j,.^riiirfiil In 

tUV |t»r wdlillU ^4. Ihn Jtrirr I ||** in lurh, %»ni iiijii, |»i'» !nifi\ 
ll«i gnmi liialt-nrii llifill if I Wi'i-r in gitf llirin li^n liintn^ llin 
fftllWitily fur lititliifi||, Kvnry nlillhii.if rtdlrvlrtl in lliui innl 
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tnthor by ur purchaso, or by noiiic sort of compromise 

by whirli b(tth particH an^ oblif^cd, and gootbwill In^K^ot if it did 
not cxinf ludon* Hlroiig;(.lu‘m'(l if it did exist.’— I have never 
wnm any person on mon^ delightful bnans with his family. 
The yoimgest. of his ueplu'ws and nicu'cs can joke with him^ 
and see m at all iinn^s ptndVeily at (miho in his prcvseiua^ »— his 
i'ondng into tin* rootn only incnuisc^s the laugh, and never 
cheeks it. In* eiilnu’ joins in what is going on or passes. No 
one iioiteeH him any uion^ than if lu*- wenv. one of themselves. 
These are ilungs winch (%annot hc^ got up.” 

Another entry says: Last night there was a dance in 

honour of Sir Walbu’ Seott’s (ddest son, who had recently 
come frotn Handliurst (hdlcige, after having passed through 
some military c\xaminaiionH with gr(‘at credit. Wo had a great 
«dan of Seotts. 'rinu’e W(*r(* no less thati idne. S(‘.otts of Harden, 
amt ten of othen* famili(‘H. 'riunx'. were otiuu’s beBi<leH from the 
neighbourhood at least half-a-dozen Kergussoiis, with tho 
jolly Sir Adam at their Innid — Lady Kergussou, her niece 
Miss «lohsotu iln^ pretty In^iress of fjochore,” tStc. ikit with 
all Ids aetitenesHi Hall (hum not seem to have caught any sus- 
picion of tlu^ rt*al purpose and imuiniug of this hall. That 
evetdng was <»ne of the very |n*oud(mt and happiest in Seott’s 
brilliant exisbmee. Its ftistivities were held in honour of the 
young lady, wliom the(!aptain names e.ursorily as “the pretty 
litiiresH td f^esduae.” It was known to not a few of the party, 
and I Hhottld have supnomul it might have been sunuised by 
the ri^Ht, that those halls wtnxi displayed for the first time in 
al! their spbmdotir, on an (s'casiou not h^ss interCBting to the 
poet than the <*oncluHion of a tn^aty of marriage between the 
heir of his luune and fortun(*B, and the amiable niece of his 
fritmdn Sir Adam and Lady bk'.rguHHon. It was the first reg- 
ular ball given at Abbotsfonh and the last. Nay, I believe 
nobody lias evm‘ tlanced under that roof sintu^ tlnm. I myself 
never again saw the whoh^ range of apartments thrown open 
for the rec*epiion of company except once — on the day of Sir 
Walter Hendt’s funeral. 

The lady's fortune was a hamlsome one, and her guardians 
exertiHl the pemmrs with which they were inv(‘Hted, by reqiiir- 
ing that the marriagcHsmtnud shoidd std.tle Abbotsford^ (with 
reservation of Sir Walter’s owji liferent) upon tho ailiaiK‘.ed 
parties. To tins condition \us gave a ready assent, and the 
moment he haul signed the deed, he i^xelaimed “ I have now 
parbid with my lands with inori^ pleasure than I ^ ever derived 
from the ac«|Uisiiion iu* poHsessiotii of them ; and if 1 be spared 
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ui wiurii mtt‘r<\sliu ;4 (Uu'unuuit. lu^ drcnv 1 rom JiiB pocket, 
and Hulwlif uPhI fur hin l>''i>i(tvy. It wan enpiously diversilicd, 
‘‘text and uiarifentd' dy and ealeulaiioim ill Iub own 

handwriiinii, wldidi I fur one niij4:hi l\a,ve rep^arded with leas 
revennire* had ! ksanvii at tla^ tinu'. ihia “f,n'(‘a.t aritlinudi- 
eiaida'' ruotfd averHiou aiul lauitempt For all (‘xanunatiou ol; 
Ida own Indanee-Hlu'ek Me had, howiwer, takiai vast pa.inH to 
id! in iht^ nuiulHn* of pernonH who inif^ht fairly b(* Hupposed to 
pay iht^ t-axen foriawdi m'paratiuirtiele of luxury, armorial bear- 
Uig.Ht luinitu’H, nu*erH, four-wheehal earria.|^i‘s, »S:e., &c,. ; and ha-v- 
iiig dmaonslratt'd that hundnalHid' thouHa.ndH htdd, as lUHaasHary 
i« their eomfort and Htution, arti<*.U‘H upon artielen of which 
ilteir forefathm-H mwan* drea-uit., naid, that our sidf-love never 
dec’eivinl UH more i^rtwsly than when wc'. fancied our notiouB as 
tc» tlie matter of hooks hud advam*ed in at all a eorr(‘.Hpondinf? 
proportion. '*i)n the contrary,” eritul (kniHlahle, I am sat- 
mitiHl that tln^ demand for Hliakspeart^’s plays, contmnptihlo 
UH we ludii it to havi^ been, in tlu^ time id' Klizabeth and »Iames, 
was mort* «*rf‘dital)h^ to ilu^ elasm^s who regally indulged iu aavy 
, sort of idt'ganee tlum, thau the sale of (Uiilde llarold or 
Wiiverley is to this nimd.(Hmth (umtnry.” 

Heott ‘hehical him on by interposing, that at that moment 
he liiid a rmh valley erowiled with handsome housi^s undor 
Ids view, and yet mueh doubted wludiher any laird within 
ten miles spent ten pounds pm* annum on Uu^ literature of 
the day. “ No,” said Constable, ‘‘ there is no market among 
tliem t\mVn wortli om^’s thiidtiug about. They an^ contented 
wdth a review or a magaziiu', or at best with a paltry sidi- 
Hcription to some cirmdating library forty miles oil. But if 
I live lor half aalozen ymvH, Mil make it as imposslhle that 
ihm’e shmdd not he a good library in evmy (huumt housi^ in 
Britain as that tlu^ slu'phmsrs ingh^-nook should want the 
MHiii imkv. Ay, and what’s that?” luumntinued, warming and 
pntling; ** why should tlie inghmiook itstdf want a shelf tor 
iim I see your drift, my man,” says Hir Walter; 

— ** yiadre for being like Billy Bitl in (Hlray’s print — you 
waint to get into tlie salt-box you rselt.” “ Yess,' he reH])ouded 
fusing a favourite adjuration)—** I have hit.herto bcum think- 
ifig only of tlie wax lights, hut he! ore Bm a twidvmnonth 
older I shall have my haml upon the tallow.” Troth,” says 
Het»tt, “ymt ai‘e imhsn! liktdy to he grand Napoleon of 
t-he rtsduiH of pr/mfd ”'■•■•■* **' If you outlive* ims” says (.'Onstalue, 
with a nrgal smili*, I hesjmak that line for my tombstone, 
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as it advanced with. Ballantyne ; and so heavily did his critical 
remonstrances weigh on the author, that he at length deter- 
mined to cancel it for ever. The tale, however, all but a 
chapter or two, had been printed off, and both publisher and 
printer paused before committing such a mass to the flames. 
The sheets were hung up meanwhile, and Scott began The 
Talisman — of which also James criticised the earlier chap- 
ters in such a strain that Scott was deeply vexed. it 

wise,’’ he wrote, to mend a dull overloaded fire by heaping 
on a shovelful of wet coals ? ” and hinted some doubts whether 
he should proceed. He did so, however; the critical printer 
by degrees warmed to the story, and he at last pronounced 
The Talisman such a masterpiece, that The Betrothed might 
venture abroad under its wing. Sir Walter was now reluctant 
on that subject, and said he would rather write two more new 
novels than the few pages necessary to complete his unfortu- 
nate Betrothed. But while he hesitated, the German news- 
papers announced new romance by the author of Waverley^^ 
as about to issue from the press of Leipzig. There was some 
ground for suspecting that a set of the suspended sheets might 
have been purloined and sold to a pirate, and this considera- 
tion put an end to his scruples. And when the German did 
publish the fabrication, entitled Walladmor, it could no longer 
be doubtful that some reader of Scott’s sheets had communi- 
cated at least the fact that he was breaking ground in Wales. 

Early in June, then, the Tales of the Crusaders were put 
forth; and, as Mr. Ballantyne had predicted, the brightness 
of the Talisman dazzled the eyes of the million as to the 
defects of the twin-story. Few of these publications had a 
more enthusiastic greeting; and Scott’s literary plans were, 
as the reader will see reason to infer, considerably modified in 
consequence of the new burst of applause which attended the 
brilliant procession of his Saladin and Oceur de Lion. 

To return for a moment to our merry conclave at Abbots- 
ford. Constable’s vast chapter of embryo schemes was dis- 
cussed more leisurely on the following Monday morning, when 
we drove to the crags of Smailholm and the Abbey of Bry- 
burgh, both poet and publisher talking over the past and the 
future course of their lives, and agreeing, as far as I could 
penetrate, that the years to come were likely to be more pros- 
perous than any they had as yet seen. In the evening, too, 
this being his friend’s flLrst visit since the mansion had been 
completed, Scott (though there were no ladies and few ser- 
vants) had the hall and library lighted up, that he might shew 
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was agreed tliat lie slionld make his promised excursion to 
Ireland before any MS. went to the printers. He had seen no 
more of the sister island than Dunlnce and the Giant^s Cause- 
way; his curiosity about the scenery and the people was 
lively; and besides the great object of seeing his son and 
daughter-in-law under their own roof, and the scarcely inferior 
pleasure of another meeting with Miss Edgeworth, he looked 
forward to renewing his acquaintance with several accom- 
plished persons who had been serviceable to him in his labours 
upon Swift. But, illustriously as Ireland has contributed to 
the English Library, he had always been accustomed to hear 
that almost no books were now published there, and fewer sold 
than in any other country calling itself civilised ; and he had 
naturally concluded that apathy and indifference prevailed as 
to literature itself, and of course as to literary men. He had 
not, therefore, formed the remotest anticipation of the kind of 
reception which awaited him. Miss Anne Scott and myself 
accompanied him. We left Edinburgh on the 8th of July in 
a light open carriage, and embarked at Glasgow for Belfast. 
The steam-boat, besides a crowd of passengers of all possible 
classes, was lumbered with a cargo offensive enough to the eye 
and the nostrils, but still more disagreeable from the antici- 
pations and reflections it could not fad to suggest. Hardly had 
our carriage been lashed on the deck before it disappeared from 
our view amidst mountainous packages of old clothes; — the 
cast-off raiment of the Scotch beggars was on its way to a land . 
where beggary is the staple of life. A voyage down the Birth 
of Clyde, however, is enough to make anybody happy : no- 
where can the home tourist, at all events, behold, in the course 
of one day, such a succession and variety of beautiful, roman- 
tic, and majestic scenery : on one hand, dark mountains and 
castellated shores — on the other, rich groves and pastures, in- 
terspersed with elegant villas and thriving towns — the bright 
estuary between, alive with shipping, and diversified with 
islands. It may be supposed how delightful such a voyage 
was on a fine day in July, with Scott, always as full of glee on 
any trip as a schoolboy ; crammed with all the traditions and 
legends of every place we passed; and too happy to pour them 
out for the entertainment of his companions on deck. After 
dinner, too, he was the charm of the table. A worthy old 
Bailie of Glasgow sat by him, and shared fully in the general 
pleasure ; though his particular source of interest and satisfac- 
tion was, that he had got into such close quarters with a live 
Sheriff and Clerk of Session, — and this gave him the oppor- 
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the judges were out of towu ; but all the other great function- 
aries, and the leading noblemen and gentlemen of the city and 
its neighbourhood, of whatever sect or party, hastened to tender 
every conceivable homage and hospitality. But all this was 
less surprising to the companions of his journey (though, to 
say the truth, we had, no more than himself, counted on such 
eager enthusiasm among any class of Irish society), than the 
demonstrations of respect which, after the first day or two, 
awaited him, wherever he moved, at the hands of the less ele- 
vated orders of the Dublin population. If his carriage was 
recognised at the door of any public establishment, the street 
was sure io be crowded before he came out again, so as to make 
his departure as slow as a procession. When he entered a 
street, the watchword was passed down both sides like light- 
ning, and the shopkeepers and their wives stood bowing and 
curtseying all the way down. 

Brom Dublin, we made an excursion of some days into Wick- 
low, halting for a night at the villa of the Surgeon-General, 
Sir Philip Crampton, who kindly did the honours of Lough 
Breagh and the Dargle ; and then for two or three at Old Con- 
naught, near Bray, the seat of the Attorney-General, after- 
wards Lord Plunkett. Here there was a large and brilliant 
party assembled ; and from hence, under the guidance of Mr. 
Attorney and his amiable family, we perambulated to all pos- 
sible advantage the classical resorts of the Devil’s Glyn, Bos- 
anna, Kilruddery, and Glendalough, with its seven churches, 
and St. Kevin’s Bed — the scene of the fate of Cathleen, cele- 
brated in Moore’s ballad — 

“ By that lake whose gloomy shore 
Skylark never warbles o’er,” &c. 

It is a hole in the sheer surface of the rock, in which two or 
three people might sit. The difficulty of getting into this place 
has been exaggerated, as also the danger, for it would only be 
falling thirty or forty feet into very deep water. Yet I never 
was more pained than when Scott, in spite of all remonstrances, 
would make his way to it, crawling along the precipice. 
After he was gone, Plunkett told the female guide he was a 
poet. Cathleen treated this with indignation, as a quiz of Mr. 
Attorney’s. — ^^Poet!’’ said she; ^^the devil a bit of him — 
but an honourable gentleman : he gave me half-a-crown.” 

On the 1st of August we proceeded from Dublin to Edge- 
worthstown, the party being now reinforced by Captain and 
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aiitl rumaiifc^ Iuih alwayn raaiuHl itn and purest, per- 

hapH its <Hdy tnn* and immortal honours. In Maria he hailed 
a Histtu’ Hpirit, (uio who, at tlu‘ summit of littu’ary fame, took 
the sanH‘ moch‘Hi, just, ami, h't nn^ add, (^%rlstian view of the 
relative im|Hn’t.a.nee <d’ tiu* reelings, the obligafionH, and the 
ln»pes in wlueh we ari^ all e<pmlly partaktu’s, ami those talents 
am! aeeompiishmentH whieh may setmi, to vain and short- 
HiKlried eyes, suflitd(‘nt to eonstitute their possi^Hsors into an 
<»rder ;uid Hpeeiiss apart from tlui n*st of tlnur kind. 8ueh 
fiuiiUHt ii* eouetdtH found no shelter with (Htlnu* of thes(r|)(>wer» 
Ini iniinls. I was then a. young man, aiul I cannot forged', how 
mtieh I was striiek at the time by some words that fell from 
one of them, when, in tin*, eourse of a wa.lk in tlu'. park at 
Fatgcnvcnlhstown, I happtunal to use some phrase which con- 
veyed (though not perha,})s nnaint to do so) the imprcBsion 
that I suHptH'ltsi Foots n.ud Novelists of being a good deal 
iMauisiometi to look at life and the world only as materials 
for art., A soft and [Huisive sliailt^ (uimo over fmu^ as 

ho saiii - ‘**1 fmir you hav«^ some very yemng ideas in your 
homi : — -ipe you not too a}d. to measure things by some refer- 
ene,e U) literatuno..., to disbelicwc^ that anybody can be worth 
intmh earn, who has no knowledge of that sort of thing, or 
taste for it? (kul help us I what a poor world this would be 
if tliai wiwe true doctrine! I have read books enough, 
and observed and conversed with enough of eminent and 
niilendidly cultivated minds, too, in my time; but I asHure 
yoii, I have Inward higher seniinnmis from the lips of poor 
um*dHcat(ul men and women, when exerting the spirit of severe 
yi*fc gisiiile heroism under dillicuitieH and afflictions, or speak- 
ing their simple thoughts as to cire.um stances in the lot of 
friemds and ntughbours, than I ev(W yet nud* with out of the 
pages of tln^ lUbla. We shall neveu’ kuirn to feel and respect 
tnir real trailing and dc'.stiny, imUms we have taught ourselTos 
to consider everything as itioonshine, c.om pared with, the edu- 
imlitm of the heart.”’ Maria did not listen to this without 
some water in law eyes— (hetr tears are always ready when 
any generous string is touched ; — for, as Pope says, ^Hho 
finoit minds, like the finc^st metals, dissolve the easiest — 
Imfc she brushed them gaily aside, and said, “ You see how 
it iS'-“-I)eiyi Hwift said he had written his books in order 
tfiiit peofde might Icnirn to treat him like a gr(^at lord — Sir 
WalU'ir writes his in order that he may be able to treat his 
{>aople IIB a great lord ought to dod” 
iJist 1 iliould forget to mention it, i put down here a rebuke 



wliit’li, iii hv^ lif«% Sir W.ilti’r nnw m iii% hr,iiif}i^ t«i 
Ilia liiUli:iltiT AtiU<‘. Sill* !»» M.IV hn* i fnr 
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V«»U kiii>w, ;iflrr lit*' »•! rni,^a/ ' Ti i 
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ittnv tiiii’H, lit fiirimw «»i4 *mt hiii’ i»l rutii*’ ■ nf wlurli 

1 iiiiwt iintp tminnnMy at l4iiiil-»f'rf«»ii, tmit 

MiitylMircnigli, ln’riiimi* Hir Walti’r immtnnwml itii ln’iirtimin* 
III Im.i iivini tin* iimiiil Irtitli w'iiU* ; for. t*ii ri'iirhiiig i»iir 

nmi liiiltilig |»liii'i% wliirli wiMi nii iii4sff*'rriit niiiiiiry tmi, wi* 
iliwitivurtHl ilmi wt* iii’tnl i«* %%% m* aliirni m !«* i»iir diiins’r nl all 
IWimla, liinntig pm-aUSy rtiirk*’«l iij* iii niii* 

of ttio oitrfsii.g«?.f« II jiirkli’il mluum, ii 
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It wm ft imwiiitifi of fonin^a giw**ly wtiorrvor ifto lialifc*t| , 
twill in Itio oinifmi nf inir iiioirpiiioittii wo mm tiniiiy 
oliitmliiii ttitti riiiiiii nf nil — wtlli itwro Ilian of 

itiiiiiiiteiii, wckmI, lftki% Hint riifor» Ui liatn mmlm a mmilmt 
riiii in |»rliii|i« any tiilior |«irl of Eiittijw* int!> iltStgliifsil 
Hut ttiOiii III wlitiiii lliff waiili of Irt4iiiiil w-iw now, lopi 
ciontiiiiiftilf itioiii of itlijorl initrfv, wliirli 

plilmid llitiii lltiiifi of iiiciro tliaii half lliPtr rliiitfii Sir II iilti^i . 
itnimwl, wilti lliti lialiitml tio|Kifi4liii»ii» of Inn |oiii|ior, |*rr.-io*io4| 
IliftI wliat liii iitw Pfini in Knrry wm Iw^lor lliitii wlral 
liwi taiiilifc tiiiti III iwni isiHiirwl, iloii 

|>rcifiiiiifitit, twiwovor ilim% wm going nn. Hwi. oupf mitt aiioio 
m wi laofiKi cltufMtr iiilo tlio ^tmnlryi tlioro wna i 4 iiit4iiiirliwly 



in liiH i*c)unininuir(\ ainK (lospita hiiuHolf, in tlm tone of his 
viiii’o, which I ior <ni(‘ ctHihl not, inisia-kt^ {constant pass- 

in|.^H and rt‘passin‘j;s of hands of monntcul policoinenj anncd to 
the iceth, and havini^ <puU^ thc^ air of hi|(hly disciplined sol- 
diers on sharp Hto'vice ; tlu*. rueful scpialid poverty that 
i‘rawi<‘«l hy evtuy waysiiie, and bloekt'd up cveuy village where 
we iuid to cdianin' horsi^s, with exhihitions of luinian suffering 
an<{ degradation, studi as it luul never entered into our heads 
to coneedvt*; and, ahovc^ all, the eontrast hetwcaui tlu^se uak(Hl 
elaiiiorous beggars, who seemed to spring out of the ground at 
every turn like swarms of Viunuin, and the houndh^ss luxury 
atid nu‘rrimt*nt surrounding the thinly seattered magnates who 
i*omlescH‘mh‘d to iiduihit tludr an<*estral seats, would have been 
Hutheient to poison those landscap(^s, had nature dressed them 
out in tin' venhirc*. of Ar(‘:ulia, and art (‘ndudlisluHl them with 
all the temples and pahus's of Old Rome and Athens. It is 
painfid euottgh even to numuuber sueh things; but twenty 
years (*an lmvt% had hut a trifling change in the app(*arance of 
a c’ouniry which, so richly (uidowed by Ih’ovidence with every 
element id‘ wealth and happiness, couhl, at so a(lvan(*,ed a period 
of Kuropeau civilisation, sickmi the lunirt of the stranger by 
such widt'-Hpnswl man ifc'sUd, ions of the wanton and nahless 
protiigacy of human mismanagement, the withering curse of 
iVuds and faetious, and the tynuimms selfishness of absentee- 
ism ; aiul I fear it is not likely that any (‘ontemporary cadiic will 
veiiiun^ t(i call my melancholy picture overcharged. A, few 
blesHcd exc'eptions — such an a,Hpect of ease and decency, for 
example, as we met ev(wy where on the vast domain of the 
I hike of Devonshire — Hcnwed oul^y to make the sad reality of 
the rule more tlagrant and appalling. 

There were, howcwcw, abundance of ludicrous iuc.identB to 
break tlus gloom; and no travelhu- ever tasbul either the liu- 
iiionrs or the blunders of Paddy more lieartily than did Sir 
Walter. I find recordtul in om^ lett(‘r a very merry morning at 
Lirntmiek, where, amidst the ringing of all the bells, in honour 
of the lalvimt, there was tmlu^reil in a brother-poet, who must 
needs pay las personal respects to the author of Marmion. He 
was a seare»erow figurt^ — oy name O’Kelly ; and he had pro- 
duced on the spur of the oecasiou this modoBt parody of Dry- 
detPs fainouB epigram : — 

** 'rhrec pneiH, ef three different nations born, 

11ic United Kingilom in this age atiorn ; 

Ilynni of Kngland, Sc(»tl Beotia’s blood, 

And krill’s pride — O’ Kelly great and good.” 

*A u 
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r r« *sif v. m a lifll*’ viuuiui* *4 K. , ^'»k , ^ 
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IIM |»;'i|i «»l lln- »l.iy**t j^nrinn , an«l %<»lunt«’r r*“«l, a 

witii till' itHV'iM‘1', l*» %vi *\iny If iIm 

fit I In'* tlminiiin ?»* itmlfr %i'uh^ 

utiuilial l>y til*’ it«i|iirMn?4 *4 liii* iitnirtiiikpr 

v*iluiiniP>iiH Mai’k m’arffi, tlnaii^ti %%-i.h liitji^ nr n 

liliink tin* ttmt *4 tliPir Inilnhiiirnt.fn Him .Hiil 

lligliwiiy iinf'nrp thn giitn, W'llli a wlii5ik% |M*!li«^ f»ii m 
tintwnrfi tlmin, Thtn'* HiC**rfnp4 n-^ Unit tlm **1 

liiwi liiini tliP iliiy ami llnil tiiry %rrrp lu kfn*|* i 

ward ill iliii* stv'li* titili! tlm fnin^nil, ifn-iliii|» all tlnr 
mnigi^W ill firilllc ll tn hin rp|-i«»-^^r « Ivir rir«^r*»in 

c^aril fnr tliP widuw ■ liiiviiif* prp%a«iitily„ iir» limiliil, % 
ii tlsif iiaiiipfi of hin livo litJin-i, Hlit«rily wn rpif, 

lio r«*p»nvri| a !lip 

of my m«*iiitiry 4. hi tmiifi' ■ ■ ** 

firm! II h*^r khhI rfmi|»li!iiriiiit to %tf , iiii4 iioirli r«»i 
film riiiimii filmw ilm imiiirpn tri4si)% aj» Msiy'»r 4t« 
4<iy ovoiiiiig tw it|m|»!r:%y; wlitr}i flip im.fo i 

it will iirtna^iit lior miving llio lionmir t»» ?trp Sir II al 
iiml Mi-Hi K4gpwort.h.** I4ir Waller »«itft if rpiiitmli4 
wiitiiiiii ill Fifp, who, miiiiiidfig n|i iiiHftiriofirfi i*: 

ytw ill fior mut -- ** tM mr ^it , iimi 

%yim riiltaiil ■•'■■ •aiiif ilmii iloiifiy iiii4 ilmii ll^r 
«lio4 '-“iirnl ttmii thtf diwl fntij jMMir liii/ry , Hi 
lipf lii4i» lirniight mu fiftimii 

At liim rminty ^*fitlimi!iii*^ liilib mlm** wp timrd, if^ 
griiitil full li’figlli ilitidiii of IVilliiiiii iiti4 Ifntt i4oyfi«-4 
Ilf ilm roHiiii ilmrp wm n ttiimtil roiii|iiiiiy sUnti m, 
olioi mi PriilOAiiitty, all Ejniiirwfilly im mi ilnd fii'4, 
<w!i otlmr liiaiily in tmiinmra iif rajofiii fd 4 fri 
aft4«r cliitiiori litiwowr^ IHimdi w»»ritili«i fisr, 


€if hot wiitcn* a|)|H‘ari‘(l, :uh 1 with iluan two mag:Tuin\s of whisky 
— • l\w out’ bearing on its lah<‘l KiNifn, tho otluvr QiH'IKn’h. Wo 
till! ant at. iimt imdorHiand tlu\so iiiHoriptioiKs ; but it was ex- 
|»laitiint, varr, tliat tli(‘ King’s liad paid tUo duty, the 

wuH of c"uainiba4ul origin ; mu\, in the (‘.lioioo of liquors, 
wo dotoriiHl a now Hhibholrth of })arty. Tlio jolly Vrotes- 
iiinlH to a man HUtok to tln^ King's bot.t.h^— the equal ly radiant 
IbipiMlH paid ilmir duty it> tho Qumuds. 

Hiiua* i liavn alludinl at all tt> tim ilum grand dispvito, I nmy 
tiiontiom that, after <iur totir was comdmlc.d, wo oousidored with 
^401110 wontlm* that, iuiving partakcni libtu’ally of Oaiiholic hospi- 
t iility, atul muanndtntHl ahuost every other elass of BO(dety, we 
liad mit sat at meat with one s[)e<dmen of the Koniish priest- 
iiotid ; wlioreaSt ('ven at Popish tahU^s, \v(^ had met dignitarios 
iif the KstablisluMi (‘ImrelL 'rids (dr(‘nmHtan(‘(‘ wo sat down at 
t he tinu* UH umtiiuding |U’*d.ty n(\ar]y to a proof that there W(U’e 
finv Keiitlenuni in that iachn*; hut we afterwards wore willing 
tosuHpei’t that, a prtqiuliee of their own luul I)een tlui soureo of 
it, The only imdvility, whieh Sir Walter Scott ultinuiicdy dis- 
i*overe«l hiuimdf U> liave eneouulorod — (for his friends did not 
stllow liirn hear of it at tlu' time) — iti tlio course of his Irish 
|ier«»Kriimtioni wiui the refusal of a Homan (Jatholi<'. g(uitlemau, 
luimed idl'tinnell, wln» ke|)t, stagdiounds near Killaruey, to allow 
€if a hiiut on the upper lake, tln^ day lu^ visited Unit bcuiutiful 
ncmnery, Huh he md, as we were tohl, heeanse ho considored 
it iw a'lit^Hnnoim fimt, that Sir Walter S(U)tt was an enemy to 
the lioiimti (Jatliolio cdaiins for admission to seats in rarlia- 
ineiii He was entirely lamtake.n, however; for, though no 
man dimipproved cd Hoinanism as a systoiu of faith and prac- 
litHf more Mincerely than Sir Walhu* always did, he had long 
tsdore this periotl {oriin’d tlu^ opinion, that no gooil could come 
Ilf fiiriher resistanei^ to the idaim in cjuastiom He on all occa- 
nionii expressed manfully his btdief, that tlio lu^st thing for Ire- 
land wciuhl have heini never to relax the strictly polltlml enact- 
mentu of tlifi fieiial laws, however harsh those might appear. 
Hinl they been kiqit in vigour for another half centnry, it was 
ln« eouvletion that Ikqiery would have Ikhui all but extinguiBhod 
in Iretimd, Hut he thought that, after admitting liomanistH to 
thii eleetive franc’luse, it was a vain notion that they e.ould be 
permanently or iidvaniageouHly debarred from using that Iran- 
etdsa in favour of those of tlieir own nersuasiom ^ Tln^ greater 
pari of Uie f^hiirining society inhi whitui he fell wiiilc in Ireland, 
iinh^rtiiiued views ami sentirmmtH very likely to (ioniirm these 
impriiwions ; and it struck me that considin'able pains were 



ilrrifiioii ilrnv iirar; ainl !*«’ .i ii.iliiiiil 

iIm* ul t4 i!p’ liiur 

lluvilig rrM»i?*ril tlir hillfi Irt’in l\ i!! .ii I m t ''mi 
if lull u|' till* HiiMui rrri'|4ii*ii ri»r|« -'I .it lull liMii 
<4' tlir litrrary IIMsI m'lrul Il'ir’ f*,s*i'|rl n*:-*., ,iiii| ■ 

IIWIlitlHl lllliu Im' giivr 41 ri»t|j4f mI iliiin !i« fhr liMfi 

tliifi iluliriHliiiig 4 iiit| llif ''ir'i-urs'^' i‘’ 

iiui »u !*» th** i»f |«Ltiii 

wlumt^ !i*m 1 u ri.i:ht iiniiLful 

WriltllMl’sl il|j tt» tli«’ lli*' *|||4 Iiirj-iri4 « iti 

liljil lii^Vi !| m‘ f.UHMis.H i» 

tu ili«’ |»i4?riii4 IrMin aII fulurn %-i;4 

jimutiiim* : 

** Tlit^ llilii in, klmri, 

itf* iiin-pf minm-m Ut r|»»|iirr4i 

‘’TIs lir may i*» a 

t*r lai a mrmlsi’^r |%rllaii»t5iii 

Frc»in I’Wk wn jirm^mnlint l«i Ihil»hii t»y l‘Vrnitiv 

mill Holy*’ro.fia ■iit iiil i»f 

|.HHisitiftilly iintl ^l.l■ir■riiilllJllilly nn^ 

fiur olil III Hi. lirrrii» iiii 4 iiftrr 

<»r iwii njw’iii in litkinii If'iivr nf nijiiiy kiii4 il 

iti»vnr to itfo nicnin, 8 ir WiilN^r itml htn oriKiiml lrli»r« 
iit4iii4ni fur llolvlii'inl i»n tln^ iHili *»! ,;\iii|o=ni, iiii 
ihron|.'lt N<»rth U’iiloH |irtMltirr 4 rrmr*!! 

jii.n‘!iii|m till’ fi'oliiin’ ot lioliglil 1 %'liirli rvrryili»ii|| iii 
of tlio rtnijinon |i«^n|4i% tlonr itinr lonifirin iliri 

iMitl ihoir Inmlimnlry, iml fml l«» mil ii|* in 
hint jurit twni Irrlmnl fr»r iho tirf«l tiino. 

whilo nt Eflginvorllmtowin l«y Hr. ^ 

inool liiiii III lit« frioinl Mr. |li»!l*ii4#, i»ii IViii4pr 
mw’tiinic iliiil !jik«% wo nimmi ii |ilrii#i4iil iliiy ■itilii 

Wilioii ni KI!oriiy» iiinl lio l!iPii ri^iiiliirloil tm. l«» ^ 
liirgn t'tiiii|iiiity Initl lir^oii lliofo in iniitinir i: 

i»tor — miiiiiiii i»ihor« wm Hr. Wfiriliiw«irt.ti. 1 1 liiw 
imuo, iiltiiii liiij'UMntnd, in li 11111111 liipfidiiitil, ' 

firi?liltM?l lif tiii liwii foriiiiioiit li* oiitorliiifi iil nin^ liti 
ftiiiliriMniig »<i iiiiyiy illiinlrkniii iiiiiiioii. Hr j*f* 
gn<»t« I tllllj rW|i«PtAH! Ititiuilliil tltiliiiiip^fl iitiii Imii'oiI r 
lliifl ii wttttlti Imvii Inwi tliflloiill lu iny wlittili uliir i; 
ifctdliiiiiiti iticiiiii wiili tli«» tiriglitoil tir tlm ioftwi.! Iig 
WM**}|jgli witli iiii piy ll; 


cotirily wit an <‘.v(T Oaiiniiig dinplayod ; and a plentiful allow- 
ant’e, on all Hides, of ilios(‘ airy transient pleaBantries, in which 
the fauey of poc‘is, howevta’ wise and grave, delights to rim 
rich- when they are sure not to he misunderstood. There were 
heairtifid and ax*(‘ompliHh(‘d wonuui to adorn and enjoy this 
cdrtde. I'he weather was as lOlysian as the scenery. There 
wtn*e hrilliant (‘avaleades through the woods in the mornings, 
and delicious boatings on tlie hake hy^ moonlight; and the last 
day, “the Adruiral of the Lake’’ pr(%sid(‘.d over one of the most 
Hplemliil regattas that (wer eulivanuHl Windermere. Terhaps 
ihfu’t^ wert^ not fcnviu’ tium fifty harg(‘,s following in the Profes- 
hoPh radiant prot‘<‘Ssi()n, when it paused at the point of Htorrs 
to ailmit into tlu^ plaei^ of honour the vesstd that (‘arricnl kind 
and happy Mr, Bolton and his guests. The hards of the Lakes 
led the ehecu's that haihul Scott and (lanuing; and music and 
Hunshine, tlags, Htn^uimu’s, and gay dresses, the merry hum 
of voiium, and the rapid splashing of innumerable oars, made 
u|i a dazzling mixturi^ (d‘ Himsations as the flotilla wound its 
way umoug tlu^ riehly-foliaged islands, and along bays and 
promontories pecjphnl with mitlmsijistie spectators. 

On at last (putting Storrs, we visited Mr. Wordsworth at his 
cdiarming reirt^ai of Mount liydal: and he themce acu’.ompanied 
UH to Keswick, whert^ wn saw M>. Houtluy in Ids unrivalhid 
library, Mr. Wordsworth and his daughter then turned with 
UH, and paHsiug over Kirkstone to inswabu', c.ondueted us first 
to Ids fritnul Mr. Marshairs elegant villa, mutr Lyulph’s I’ower, 
and on the next day to the noble (uistle of his lifelong frieml 
and patron Lord Ijousdah^. Tlu^ Earl and Oountess had their 
halls filled with another splendid (drele of distinguished persons. 
Hir Walter nunaiiuHl a couph^ of days, and peramlmlatiHl, under 
Wordsworth’s guidamus the superb terraces and groves of the 
“ fair domain ” wliii(*h that poet has e<mnec.te(l witli the noblest 
iiuutumeui <d Ids giudus. He reached Alihotsford again on 
tln^ Ini of Hepknuber, ami said truly that ‘‘his tour had been 
one (ivaiion.” 

Without an hour’s d(day he resumed his usual habits of life 

tin* tiiusing rambh^ among his own glens, tlie briaw.y ride 
oviu’ iln^ moors, the imn-ry spell at the woodman’s axe, or the 
fosiivi:^ eiiase of Newark, Feridlee, Hangingshaw, or Deloraine; 
tlte cpdet (fiddasldoiUHl c^mkmtmmit of tlu^ little (lomeBtic circle, 
alternating with tlie brilliant piiantasmagoria of admiring, and 
ionietimes admired, strangers — or tlu^ hoisting of the tedegraph 
flag that mdled laird and buimet-laird to the burning of the 



wnfiT. iM fls** uaH.suU !hf’ Juul, I fir* luniiH iif ! 
liini iniiini :i Th*’ | »rr‘ | i* 'ii !i*r lh»' |.,i 

Wiih a rniir^*’ «*t fuirli h.iiii .i.-i li.ni I 

“ih*' j-*i'r;i! inaKaaai^, iii tin’ luil 
tliiiil»»ial and 'bssi:*!, fi\ ? 

liftin' lu.‘i riidlr.Hfd) vari*’d *'1 

liiirarli' had 1*^ adl ii|s|M*araii»*i' hiin liM i’ll'-* 

jiimI uvrvtw a.iin»iig ih#' iiudi im »4 

llii^ IliVaiHiuiiH t’f liJiil l’air*?|**‘ aii*l A hr 

t t‘aiii»|iiilh' I’lijiiV iluin •. ii-’ hi^i ^ 

|)n*i|l|«i Jiili id |Ji.l,-!!fr|arsr;-i « |||i ‘h liaii** |« 

Itl'rHldi’.H 1111 “ \ I »fns -SU r fllrlniei. t»*lnl<'rr 

HU |*railia»‘\ “1 >s|iakHjn'.i|'«%. n.’* all all nanurrliriihi 

*d laaii, !m» haia*'! a 

i|il h;nl» ttlillr- ihin f li*’ •«*rti|»4t li»Il id lrH'i f* 

ri^lld ullly ImI' hl,n ill vi’r?%ioll, H«a%' liiiii'li In^ finpi 
rriri'VHiifUiilinitnt tiiay hav«» atf*^r*lr'«| iii44ini 

iili.Hi»rvin| liilii ihr lliMat vaitHtMUily, lira'rf 

sliiliil li*nv In* riaiftivi*i| lo k*’i'|* lijii»#tdf in* llinrn 
thn Hir**am «d «a»iit4nii|»nniry Iit.i»rat.tifi- nf iilti 
Frniiidi iitid Cinrinaji, uh %%’idl m Kni^tlMdi Hiat , 
liilghi ltd! Idiii liiiirn thiiii inaii rmilil 

wnnk*ii tiuiy «nifiily , lail thr 

wiw Ilifi |ii’r|iid,iui! |ira»di«'«i i>f' lun nmji iiiii% 

iliHwj nttthimj. |ln had ii** ** tial 

Evnry liiMiMind ^Viy* turtn'^d ti* , aird llmti 

fur nvrrythiliK" llir^ liiHf 

niiiin^ w» Ilian) IniurM ii-4iirrt n-iifi t 

Ilf wliU'In duruig !li*^ «»f iny iiri|iiiiifilaii*’< 

rnrliiiiily t*nnl iliaiii iii4%‘ i*lli*"r mail 1 ma-n’ I 
any hiilni i»f muiiiiiic iit all, I 
Kinmriilly* llm ami «if’ llif^ Ir 

lin miw frW, lliiii rif llm fpw lir rmid llllls^. 

Ur* iiiiil iiiiW tif a|»|ily Iniiwidf ihiHifrdly t*ft flu 
fl hiign iirinimiilitl.ii»ii td liifdiiririif stiiil^iials 
lintinh mid iiidrKini irilli llm |»«*rlii4ai'il i *4 
III tlm llriimh Aliwntini; Imi in^in fin# h 
wliiitit liiiil inttiyiini, m aflnr Im tiinl Wa-is 
ifeiiititig till' tpr^inliig i»f Fniiry, Imi w 

liniw, mid i»ti wliltdi lim 
pliitil ifirnii \mfum lliiyi" iirp^ 

itriiitiitig civifr 1^111 fiiid'iliillriilt 

tm iltJiilil, tumti fiiiiiifiii.f Ut llii^iii III llit^ iMtli' I 

Slitirir»tlti*i |*tifiiiifh| »* Im «i4>i iimliiiiii Immm4 


Kiglit wh<‘n <»u<* luipjM'iUMl to take a pasHiiig p<'<3p into 
liiH dviu ,siM- ih(* whiu* luMul ilio siuile of conHcioiis 

iiiHfanilJon on Im iipa, whilo Uio ptni, hold boldly, and at a 
roiiiniiUHiiug tli«lam‘ts kIuucchI ntoadily and gaily along a fast- 
iilucdioiiiug |iugo of 'riio 1'aliHUiu.n. It now often made me 
aorry Ut ratrh a glimpHo of Idm, nlooping and poring with his 
npivtarloH, amidst piles of auUioritieH-^- a little note-hook ready 
iii till' left liand, that had always used to he at liherty for pat- 
ting 

Alioiii this iiinm being again a traveller, I h)st the opportu- 
nity of witneHsing his r«H*.t‘ption of sevtaul eminent perBuns; 
- juiiong others the lute mlmirahh^MaHter of the KoIIh, Lord 
CtifTim!, ami Ids Lmly »• Dr. Idiilpoits, now Bishop of Exeter; 
am! Mr, dlnnmiH^ Moore, d’his lust fortunately found Sir 
Walter in an interval of repoHe«--^no one with him at Abhots- 
ftn*d hut Lady and Miss Heott— and no company at dinner 
exee|d. the KergttsHuns and Laidlaw. Tim two pocds had thus 
iIh^ cipporiunity oi' a grt^it tieal of (juitd. conversation; and 
frcun ilic hour they nud, they seeni to have treated each 
othim with a full <and*nlem*(s the record of whieh, however 
toueliingiy Initumrahle t(j both, eould hardly he made public 
#Vi mlemn while <me of them Kurviv(‘B. The iirst day they 
were alone after dinium, and the talk turned c.hie% on the 
recuuit death cd’ llynm--* from which Scott passed unarfectcdly 
to his own literacy hiskiry. Mr, Moon^ lisUmed witli great 
interest i<o details, now no longtn* m^w, about the early days of 
Mai Liwis, the MiiiHirelsy, and the lN)eniH; and *Dit last/^ 
says he» ^Mo my m> sinalf Htirprise, as well as pleasxire, he 
iinnitioiied tht^ novids, without any n‘Horv(^, as his own, lie 
gave me an ncctmni of the original progress of those extraor- 
dinary works, tin? hints supplied fur tluun, the conjectures 
iiini mystiticaiion to wldeh they luul given rise, &c. <&c. : ”hB 
eiiiielmlecl with saying, ‘'they have been a mine of wealth to 
me diut 1 fuid rfail in tlmm now— I can no longer make 
them so giHsl as at firstd’’ This frankness was met as it 
ihciuhl have been l>y the brother poet; and when he entered 
BeottVi room next nn^rning, “ he laid his hand,” says Mr. 
MmirCi *' with a sort of etmdial earn(?Htm‘-BB on my breast, and 
iaiil — jVfiie, w// dmt M(forf% we are frimul.H for Ufed^ 
sallied out for a walk tlirough the |>lantatiouH, ami among 
otlmr things, the (?onnnonueHH of the poedh? iahmt in these 
days wm alluded to. Hardly a Maga:sine is m)W published,” 
mmi MofWis *‘thai dotm m>t contain veraf'.s which some thirty 
pmrn ago wouhl hiive tniMie a repuluiitm.” — Bcott turned with 
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mi 

luH liH>k of .slirrwii Iiiui4i»iir% uh if rliiit'kliiiK" nvrr li 
(H'.s.s* aiui aaiii» !%*’***{, ssv wi‘rr in tin* lin*k i*f if It* i 
thnar fVIlowa;** l»ut tn* |4ay fully tlutirifiliiii 

nn hu ** wn lntvi\ likn Huhiniik tuii||lil llifiii 

Willi niirc»\vn ■ ** In tauitnltii’ iii»vt’lty .“ ?■ 

mnuinni ti» think* hiy ihn mtly liuiiim fur ;i iiiiii 
nf high Hiumry rn|m!Htioi4 in thoao ihiya.’* 

Mnnrc* hhvh ■■■■“ I partinl frniii Sn*!! with llm fnri 
thi^ w<»rhi might aiimiru him in Imn hut tliul 

rnnhl Inarn tu lovi* him :ih Im whii Ii;pI ?4' 

AhlHilHfiirtl, 1 gi\»' y«*u mrfr In w lint, 

(if my mniHi' uf hi?4 kuiilim.HH an*! .gnitfli’iii'M 

a nut vary ifigtiihud |»hrmu» wunhl my fni 

than any tiim otw - it waa that Im wiw a iii*^»rouijh #i 
What SiHiti thtinghi nf hi.H gun^t aii|«airi4 f'ruiii f^i 

a privaln unti»-lMH»k : k iw lln^ iimf 

warbling I nvnr hnanl. . . . Thiww in a luiiiily frait 

K :n*fwt naan ami g«HHl4irmHling, aiMnii ftiiii* ivlnrli m 
nt tlm Iniiat timrh of ih«^ jwint nr ihi^ jinitiiiii. 
vary littla miui — Inna. I think* ihati Lnwiiii. nsnl 
likn him in ja^raoii; <i«mI katiwa* in rfinvrraiilin 
though a olnvnr f«4hm% wiyi a l«.irn of firwt i 
Mom)¥or, ha Imikad aim* ay a lika ii m’titMiIl.wiy. » 
htw nnna of thia inaigiiitimyiaa, Um rinitilaiiaiira i 
the^ a^jiraamon ho %an*y aniinalaih anjn^riiiliy lit ? 
Hinging* that it in far inora inlaraHling than llm lliii 
aonld lmv(* rmnh^rinl ii. I waa iiwaro that Ilyroii 
Hpokmi of Moora and my aid f in iln^ Hiiiiia l.iraiitli* iit 
aanm nort of ragard ; ho I wim aitritiiw lo tw*a wliiil 
Ih^ in (amiiiion ladavixi uh* Moiira having Ina^d m* m 
gay worldi I in tha rounlry, iiiid wiili of In 

iomatimaH with iHdiiitnaiiH ; Moora n Hriiiiliif, I 
muMiaiiyi and artiat, I withoiit knowiatlga of ii imip; 
ami, I an artHtiH*.rat — with iiiiuiy oiln^r jwiiiiti of 
boHidaii hi» ladiig an Irklimiui, ! ii Hriitaliiiiniit iiiiil 
ably wiiionaL Yat iliara in ii iMiiiit nf nwaisilili 
strong Oita* Wa arn kitii giMMldiittiicnirail Wlowi, 
siiak to atijoy what is going fnrwiirtl lliiiii tf» tii; 
dignity &» fdims ; and wti hiivti lli« w^orlil 

and too wall not to mnUmm in cmr itnila tliti ittnifi 

I,... .....IS. ...iit,. .. 


Tlie author of Lalla Rookh’s Kelso chaise was followed 
before many days by a more formidable equipage. The much- 
talked-of lady who began life as Miss Harriet Mellon, a comic 
actress in a provincial troop, and died Duchess of St. Albans, 
was then making a tour in Scotland as Mrs. Coutts, the enor- 
mously wealthy widow of the first English banker of his time. 
Ho person of such consequence could, in those days, have 
thought a Scotch progress complete, unless it included a re- 
ception at Abbotsford ; but Mrs. Coutts had been previously 
acquainted with Sir Walter, who indeed had some remote 
connexion with her late husband’s family, through the Stuarts 
of Allanbank. He had visited her occasionally in Xiondon 
during Mr. Coutts’s life, and was very willing to do the hon- 
ours of Teviotdale in return. But although she was consider- 
ate enough not to come on him with all her retinue (leaving 
four of the seven carriages with which she travelled at Edin- 
burgh), the appearance of only three coaches, each drawn by 
four horses, was. rather trying for poor Lady Scott. They 
contained Mrs. Coutts — her future lord the Duke of St. Albans 
— one of his Grace’s sisters — a dame de compagnie — a brace 
of physicians — for it had been considered that one doctor 
might himself be disabled in the course of an expedition so 
adventurous — and, besides other menials of every grade, two 
bedchamber women for Mrs. Coutts’s own person ; she req[uir- 
ing to have this article also in duplicate, because, in her 
widowed condition, she was fearful of ghosts — and there 
must be one Abigail for the service of the toilette, a second 
to keep watch by night. With a little puzzling and cramming, 
all this train found accommodation; — but it so happened that 
there were already in the house several ladies, Scotch and Eng- 
lish, of high birth and rank, who felt by no means disposed' to 
assist their host and hostess in making Mrs. Coutts’s visit agree- 
able to her. I need not observe how effectually women of fash- 
ion can contrive to mortify, without doing or saying anything 
that shall expose them to the charge of actual incivility. 

Sir Walter, during dinner, did everything in his power to 
counteract this influence of the evil eye, and something to over- 
awe it ; — but the spirit of mischief had been fairly stirred, 
and it was easy to see that Mrs. Coutts followed these noble 
dames to the drawing-room in by no means that complacent 
mood which was customarily sustained, doubtless, by every 
blandishment of obsequious flattery, in this mistress of mill- 
ions. He cut the gentlemen’s sederunt short, and soon aftei 
joining the ladies, managed to withdraw the youngest, and 
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■who is celebrated by our old poet Blind Harry, as having sig- 
nalised himself by the side of Sir William Wallace, and from 

whom every Scotchman that bears the name of has at 

least the ambition of being supposed to descend.” — Sir Wal- 
ter's own title came unsought ; and that he accepted it, not in 
the foolish fancy that such a title, or any title, could increase 
his own personal consequence, but because he thought it fair 
to embrace the opportunity of securing a certain external dis- 
tinction to his heirs at Abbotsford, was proved pretty clearly 
by his subsequently declining the greatly higher, but intrans- 
missible rank of a Privy-Councillor. At the same time, I dare- 
say his ear liked the knightly sound ; and undoubtedly he was 
much pleased with the pleasure his wife took, and gaily ac- 
knowledged she took, in being My Lady. 

The circumstances of the King’s visit in 1822, and others 
already noted, leave no doubt that imagination enlarged and 
glorified for him many objects to which it is very difficult for 
ordinary men in our generation to attach much importance; 
and perhaps he was more apt to attach importance to such 
things, during the prosperous course of his own fortunes, than 
even a liberal consideration of circumstances can altogether ex- 
cuse. To myself it seems to have been so ; yet I do not think 
the severe critics on this part of his story have kept q,uite suffi- 
ciently in mind how easy it is for us all to undervalue any 
species of temptation to which we have not happened to be 
exposed. I am aware, too, that there are examples of men of 
genius, situated to a certain extent like him, who have resisted 
and repelled the fascinations against which he was not entirely 
proof ; but I have sometimes thought that they did so at the 
expense of parts of their character nearer the marrow of hu- 
manity than those which his weakness in this way tended to 
endamage ; that they mingled, in short, in their virtuous self- 
denial, some grains of sacrifice at the shrine of a cold, unsocial, 
even sulky species of self-conceit. But this digression has 
already turned out much longer than I intended. It is time 
to open occurrences which contrast sadly with the summer 
scenes of 1825. 

Towards the end of September I returned to Scotland from 
a visit to London on some personal business. During that visit 
I had heard a great deal more than I understood about the 
commercial excitement of the time. There had been several 



house, or warehouse, had been sufficient to raise him to a decent 
and safely increasing opulence, and was more than sufficient to 
occupy all his attention, drank in the vain delusion that he was 
wasting his time and energy on things unworthy of a masculine 
ambition, and embarked the resources necessary for the pur- 
poses of his lawful calling, in schemes worthy of the land-sur- 
veyors of El Dorado. It was whispered that the trade (so called, 
;par excellence) had been bitten with this fever; and persons of 
any foresight who knew the infinitely curious links by which 
booksellers, and printers, and paper-makers (and therefore 
authors) are bound together, for good and for evil, already 
began to prophesy that, whenever the general crash, which must 
come erelong, should arrive, its effects would be felt far and 
wide among all classes connected with the productions of the 
press. When it was rumoured that this great bookseller, or 
printer, had become a principal holder of South American min- 
ing shares — that another was the leading director of a gas 
company — while a third house had risked about L.100,000 in 
a cast upon the most capricious of all agricultural products, hops 
— it was no wonder that bankers should begin to calculate bal- 
ances, and pause upon discounts. 

Among other hints were some concerning a bookselling 
establishment in London, with which I knew Constable to be 
closely connected. Little suspecting the extent to which any 
mischance of Messrs. Hurst and Eobiiison must involve Sir 
Walter’s own responsibilities, I transmitted to him the rumours 
in question. Before I could have his answer, a legal friend 
told me that people were talking doubtfully about Constable’s 
own stability. I thought it probable, that if Constable fell 
into any embarrassments, Scott might suffer the inconvenience 
of losing the copy-money of his last novel. H othing more serious 
occurred to me. But I thought it my duty to tell him this 
whisper also; and heard from him, almost by return of post, 
that, shake who might in London, his friend in Edinburgh was 

rooted, as well as branched, like the oak.” 

A few days, however, after my arrival at Chiefswood, I 
received a letter from the legal friend already alluded to — 
(Mr. William Wright, the eminent barrister of Lincoln’s Inn, 
— who, by the way, was also on habits of great personal famil- 
iarity with Constable, and liked the Czar exceedingly) — which 
renewed my apprehensions, or rather, for the first time, gave 
me any suspicion that there really might be something rotten 
in the state of Muscovy’^ Mr. Wright informed me that it was 
reported in London that Constable’s London banker had thrown 



over to Abbotsford, a.iul found. Sir Walter alone over Ins glass 
of whisky a,nd wai.tu* a.nd eigar — at this time, whenever there 
was no company, “his c.ust.om always in the afternoon.” I 
gave him Mr. VVrighi.’s hd.bu* to r(‘.ad. lie did so, and return- 
ing it, said, (|uit(^ with his nsua.1 traiupiil good-humour of look 
and voice, “I a.m mucdi obliged to you for coming over; but 
yoti may rely upon it Wright lias btum hoaxed. I promise you, 
wiu-e tlu^ (Irafty’s book tlirown. up, theni would be a prcd.ty de- 
cent sc-ra,mble among the bankers for tlu^ kecpiing of it. There 
may have beim some little dispui.e or misunderstanding, whi(*.h 
mali(*.e and envy have exaggerated in this absurd style; but I 
shan’t allow sucdi nonsense to disturb my 

S(‘.eing how (ioolly lu^ treabul my news, I went home relieved 
and gratified. Next inorning, a.s T was rising, behold roter 
Maihit^son at my <loor, his hors(*s evidcvntly off a journey, and 
the Sheriff rubbing his (yes as if the halt luid shaken him out 
of a souud shu^p. I made what haste t (‘ould to dc^semid, and 
found him by ih(^ sid(‘. of the brook looking vSonunvhat worn, but 
withaseren(‘. a.n(l satisficed e.ountenaiuu^, busiced alneady in help- 
ing his little grandson to feed a flcHd. of dne.klings. — “ Vkui are 
surprised,” he said, “to st'o me lun-ce. Tlue truth is, I was more 
taken ahae.k with Wright’s cepiatle than I (eared to IH on; and 
so, as soon as you left me, I orderced the carriage to thee door, 
and never stopped till 1 got to Volton, wluvn*. I found (lonstable 
putting on his nightceap. I staycMl an hour with him, and I have 
now the pleasure to tell you that (dl is right. There was not a 
word of truth in the story — he is fast as Ikm Tjomond ; and as 
Mamma and Anno did not know what my (errand was, 1 thought 
it as well to (eome and breakfast here, and set Sophia and you 
at your ease liefore I wcuit home aga.in.” 

We liad a merrydireakfast, and he chatted gaily afterwards 
as i escuirted him through his woods, leaning on my shouldcu* 
all the way, which he seldom as yet did, except 'with ''Pom 
Ihirdic^, unless when h(^ was in a more thaii commonly hap])y and 
affec.tionatc mood. lint I confess the impression tliis incident 
hvft on my mind was not a jihuisant one. It was then thaii I 
first began to harbour a Buspicnon, tliat if anything should befall 
(kmstablc^, Bir Walter would suffer a heavier loss than the non- 
payment of some one Tiovel. The night jourm^y rcweahul scuious 
alarm. My wife suggested, as we talkiul things ov(‘r, that his 
alarm had been, not on his own aemonnt, but Ballantymds, who, 
in case evil came on t.he great employer of his types, might 
possibly lose a year’s profit on them,' whicjh neither she nor 



I doubted must amount to a large sum — any more than that a 
misfortune of Ballantyne’s would grieve her father as much as 
one personal to himself. His warm regard for his printer 
could be no secret; we well knew that James was his confiden- 
tial critic — his trusted and trustworthy friend from boyhood. 
Hor was I ignorant that Scott had a share in the property of 
Eallantyne’s Edinburgh Weekly Journal. That had been com- 
monly reported before I was acquainted with them ; and all 
doubt was removed at the time of the Queen’s trial in 1820, 
when they had some warm debates in my presence as to the 
side to be taken on that unhappy question. But that Sir 
Walter was, and had all along been James’s partner in the 
great printing concern, neither I, nor, I believe, any member 
of his family, had entertained the slightest suspicion prior to 
the coming calamities which were now easting their shadows 
before.” 

It is proper to add here, that the story about the banker’s 
throwing up Constable’s book was groundless. Sir Walter’s 
first guess as to its origin proved correct. 

A few days afterwards, Mr. Murray sent me a transcript of 
Lord Byron’s Eavenna Diary, with permission for my neighbour 
also to read it if he pleased. Sir Walter read those extraordinary 
pages with the liveliest interest, and filled several of the blank 
leaves and margins with illustrative annotations and anecdotes. 
In perusing what Byron had jotted down from day to day in 
the intervals of regular composition, it very naturally occurred 
to him that the noble poet had done well to avoid troubling 
himself by any adoption or affectation of plan or order — giv- 
ing an opinion, a reflexion, a reminiscence, serious or comic, 
or the incidents of the passing hour, just as the spirit moved 
him; — and seeing what a mass of curious things, such as 
“ after times would not willingly let die,” had been thus res- 
cued from oblivion at a very slight cost of exertion, — he 
resolved to attempt keeping thenceforth a somewhat similar 
record. A thick quarto volume, bound in vellum, with a lock 
and key, was forthwith procured. The occupation of a few 
stray minutes in his dressing-room at getting up in the morn- 
ing, or after he had retired for the night, was found a pleasant 
variety for him. He also kept the book by him when in his 
study, and often had recourse to it when anything puzzled him 
and called for a halt in the prosecution of what he considered 
(though posterity will hardly do so) a more important task. It 
was extremely fortunate that he took up this scheme exactly 
at the time when he settled seriously to the history of Buona- 



parte^s personal career. The sort of preparation which every 
chapter of that book now called for has been already alluded 
to ; axxd. — although, when he had fairly read himself up to any 
one great cycle of transactions, his old spirit roused itself in 
full energy;, and he traced the record with as rapid and glowing 
a pencil as he had ever wielded — there were minutes enough, 
and Irours, — possibly days of weariness, depression, and languor, 
when (unless this silent confidant had been at hand) even he 
perha^ps might have made no use of his writing-desk. 

Even the new resource of journalising, however, was not 
sufEcient. He soon convinced himself that it would facili- 
tate, not impede, his progress with hTapoleon, to have a work 
of imagination in hand also. The success of the Tales of the 
Crusaders had been very high; and Constable, well aware that 
it had been his custom of old to carry on two romances at the 
same time, was now too happy to encourage him in beginning 
Woodstock, to be taken up whenever the historical MS. should 
be in advance of the press. 

Tlienceforth, as the Diary shews, he continued to divide his 
usual desk-hours accordingly : but before he had filled many 
pages of the private Quarto, it begins to record alarm — from 
day to day deepening — as to Constable, and the extent to 
whicli the great publisher’s affairs had by degrees come to be 
connected and bound up with those of the printing firm. 

Till John Ballantyne’s death, as already intimated, the pecu- 
niary management of that firm had been wholly in his hands. 
Of His conduct in such business I need add no more : the bur- 
den had since been on his surviving brother; and I am now 
obliged to say that, though his deficiencies were of a very dif- 
ferent sort from John’s, they were, as respected his commercial 
career and connexions, great and unfortunate. 

He had received the education, not of a printer, hut of s 
solicitor; and he never, to his dying day, had the remotes! 
knowledge or feeling of what the most important business oi 
a master-printer consists in. He had a fine taste for the effeci 
of types — no establishment turned out more beautiful speci 
mens of the art than his ; but he appears never to have under 
stood, that types need watching as well as setting. If the page 
looHed handsome, he was satisfied. He had been instructec 
that on every L.50 paid in his men’s wages, the master-printei 
is entitled to an equal sum of gross profit; and beyond this 
7 'uZ& of thumb calculation, no experience could bring him t( 
peixetrate his mystery. In a word, James never comprehended 
that in the greatest and most regularly employed manufactory 
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})lajnt, in wliiit I imiy c.mII liis dying memorandum, of tlie 
large Hums absI.raid.iMi from t.he boukselling bouse for the use 
of t.he prini.iug-otlie.(‘..” Yet. tluit; bookselling house was from 
the tirst a hu|H‘lc\ss omv, whereas, uiuh'r acetirati^ superinteud- 
(uice, the otlnu* ought to have produetul the part.ners a dividend 
of from L.2000 t.o Ij.dOOO a year, at i.lu^ vcuy h'ast. 

Oil tlu^ oth(u* hand, the neeA'.ssity of providing some rcuuedy 
for this radical disorder must very soon hav(‘. ror<*(‘d itself upon 
the convi(*tion of all conecrued, had not dohn introdueed his 
fatal (uilightennumt on the subjtud; of facilitating discounts, 
and raising (uish by means of aecommodation-bills. Henct^ the 
ptn'j)h».xed and ralondars — the wildtumesses and la.by- 

rinths of ciphers, through which no eye but that of a professed 
ae(u)untant (^ould have (Icdee.tiul any clue; hence the aee.umula- 
tion of bills and c.ounter-bills drawn by both bookselling and 
printing house, and gradually so mixeil up with other obliga- 
tions, that «lohn diinl in utter ignorance of the condition of 
their affairs, ddu^ piuuiniary detail then d(vv()lved upon Janu's; 
and 1 fa.ucy it will b(‘ only too apparent that lie never made 
<wen one serious (dTort to master the formidable array of ligures 
thus committed to his sole trust. 

The reader has been enabled to trae.e from its Ix'giimings 
the (umnexion between (kmstable and the two Ballantyne 
tirms. It has been seen how much they both owed i.o his in- 
terfeirence on various oceasions of pressure and alarm. But 
when he, in his overweening self-sniUeienc.y, thought it in- 
volved no mighty hazard to indidge his better feelings, as well 
as his lordly vanity, in shielding these hriuB from commercial 
dishonour, he had estimated but loosely the demands of the 
(‘areer of speculation on which he was himself entering. And 
by and by, when advancing by one mighty plunge after another 
in that vast held, he felt in his own person the threatenings of 
more signal niin i.han (U)uld have befallen them, tliis “\Napo- 
leon of the press ” — still as of old buoyed up to the ultimate 
result of his grand operations by the most fulsome flatteries 
of imagination — apiiears to have tossed aside very summarily 
all H<u’upleB aVmtit the extent to which he might be entitled to 
tax their sustaining credit in recpiital. The BallantyncB, if 
they liad ('ompreliended all the bearings of the (*.ase, were 
not the men to consider gnidgingly demands of tliis nature, 
founded on service so important; and wlio can doubt that 
Bcott viewed them from a chivalrous altitude? It is easy to 
see, that the moment the obligations became nuaprocal, there 
arose extreme peril of tluur coming to be hopelessly compli- 



nil IlMVM' aff.urs, 4''^ t iiinr n •Iii|i|.n%if i« »ii tiai'kri 
ulurfi hr r\riir*h atul ratlli'f |irii|ri| ItlliiHrlf 

hiHallrr 1»| ^\Mrh|ly Im ilii* It! 

♦ III! iimI, I liiiiHf rri:;ir4 ,iH flir' niirifia, 

. laif variMiiH tiH'idriila ill fliaf liinfMia 
;4lrr.Ml\ nartalrih |U'*4%'r ilirMiifr-i! ,il4 \ fli.il hr 
HU, iilisf I atU Ulliihh’ ls» .irrtailil Irf flu** fi.iviii 
r%rr|i! Hli t hr NII|ijn4H|! Iriii f ||,.|f li In r* fiifis |r|ifr 
i»f I hsiirifahh' aiMi tlir of' Jaiiirn ihilhii 

f irr, iliiil !ir U'lllnutli, ;4»-u»hrti lilliinrli' frufii al 
aii»l ! liMin»ui4irMnir nin|»*Hi 

If In I hr r\tr!}! !«» liirh f l|r rufi | iin|* »|| h.ld 
h! i! u!**n I li»* |.*rr4! |Hi//lr. | |ia\T lirrli 1*44 tir 
I UHn III llln hryshn * hr |irar*l miiiMlIiu 

•luliii i^iu^n iilhiihnl !*i in Smira 

mi ’/Vtir JiK'ki, fmii till* Ih’IiiihI tin* .*4i$ 

ynn inhl»«"r, frtrh |«ni n nlirilf ii’ ?4i4i.lii|n4/* Hiii 
wril iniMugh iM’hrvril i#f' tliiif. liiirr-|iriiiiir»l rn 
Holriiin rtnihl tiavr iiiiislr ti|> lllJ4 in 

liiiviMlmir, l4i fiitlMW tnurfi ihr t^iiinr wihl rinirM 
Jiliirli «wa*urri»«l, tn In }ni% I Iiii|.r4t. nwii, iiirii||i|ir 
iNtnhrt Wrri’ kr-|it iii ihr |ir$litsii|4linili4r ; iilnl nf 
irr tw’liM ui fiiri !iii4 ill Hlakt’i in 

r ^111141111**1 nl'trti un In* lik***! : hni it irt |i 

fill ll In* nVnr nlirr t*i ihi mu jllnl it. 

tinyv wrfr n* v*r ^#nhiin‘ri/ i|iirii*|,t ihi* hit1.«*r yni'it’ 
uiii Ihiruiii psrvi’rnl ymti* it. miifi iiliiinHi *l?iil 
walk h<*inn with Sir Wnttrr Crtnn l!ir ihirliniinm 
lit %\i\nmnn t*ii tnir way. Fur llin liiiifii |mrl 1 
iiiVf*r|f wiili n $nnvii|*ii|fnr i*r iii 

W'lilln ilnyv wn*r«^ i*|i»»ir|.nil III ttin llliln riiliiiiii. 
it, mi iimrry wi*rn tin* inimti iliiit my t*ii 

iiiitimnl ill rnllii*|iiy. If I wnrn mll«! iii, iiwiif 
ill iiiii pml-iiry* hiivn iiiinilmr tn niijiiy lit 

liifi friPinl Wiui iiii|»rnviiiiiig lmt.wni*ii Mph Ihi 
Miirl'iirki fnr nr l*i*lrr I*w14p» iiinl lii 

Tin* n*iiilnr niity |mrliii|is rniiiiniilwr ii |»iig« lit 
tnr m’linrn I dnimrilMnl iw riiliiig with 
will liiimnlf rtmitil ilin tlnimrinl liitllg iif I'liii iii 
lliililinli mill rniiiiirkiii^ Innv nnirli it iiirmwwl 
itmir riitit iliiit tim litlr iiiirniiid. Innl kpfit “iliij’' 
IWi ri'^giilfir m iMiy r/iP#W'»#iff##ii|#T in ihe 
iiiivnrtlmlniiii trim," tfiiii Hir fri.nii 


accurate an account of his own personal expenditure as Sir J ohn 
Eiddell could have done of his extravagant outlay on agricult- 
ural experiments. I could, I believe, place before my reader 
the sum-total of sixpences that it had cost him to ride through 
turnpike-gates during a period of thirty years. This was, of 
course, an early habit mechanically adhered to : but how strange 
that the man who could persist, however mechanically, in not- 
ing down every shilling that he actually drew from his purse, 
should have allowed others to pledge his credit, year after year, 
upon sheafs of accommodation paper, without keeping any effi- 
cient watch — without knowing any one Christmas for how 
many thousands he was responsible as a printer in the Ganongate, 

This is sufficiently astonishing — and had this been all, the re- 
sult must sooner or later have been sufficiently uncomfortable ; 
but it must be admitted that Scott could never have foreseen a 
step which Constable took in the frenzied excitement of his day 
of pecuniary alarm. Owing to the original habitual irregularities 
of John Ballantyhe, it had been adopted as the regular plan 
between that person and Constable, that, whenever the latter 
signed a bill for the purpose of the other’s raising money 
among the bankers, there should, in case of his neglecting to 
take that bill up before it fell due, be deposited a counter-bill, 
signed by Ballantyne, on which Constable might, if need were, 
raise a sum equivalent to that for which he had pledged his 
credit. I am told that this is an usual enough course of pro- 
cedure among speculative merchants ; and it may be so. But 
mark the issue. The plan went on under James’s management, 
just as John had begun it. Under his management also — 
such was the incredible looseness of it — the counter-billSj 
meant only for being sent into the market in the event of the 
primary bills being threatened with dishonour — these instru- 
ments of safeguard for Constable against contingent danger 
were allowed to lie uninquired about in Constable’s desk, until 
they had swelled to a truly monstrous sheaf of stamps.” 
Constable’s hour of distress darkened about him, and he rushed 
with these to the money-changers. And thus it came to pass, 
that, supposing Ballantyne and Co. to have, at the day of reck- 
oning, obligations against them, in consequence of bill transac- 
tions with Constable, to the extent of L.25,000, they were legally 
responsible for L.50,000. 

It is not my business to attempt any detailed history of the 
house of Constable. The sanguine man had, almost at the out- 
set of his career, been ^4ifted off his feet,” in Burns’s phrase, 
by the sudden and unparalleled success of the Edinburgh Be- 
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to picture to oiirsf'.lvcH what the a.(‘.tnal intellectual life nnust 
have hoeni; of tlui a\ii.hor oi sii(‘h a neries of roinanccB. W'e 
should ask oiu’sclves wludher, a, lul discharging so soherly 

«and gracerully as lie did th(‘. c.oinmoii funciions of social man, 
it was not, in‘.v(n’(.h(‘h‘ss 5 iinpossibh^ but that ht^ must hav(‘ 
passed most of his lib', in oi.luu* worlds than ours; and w('. 
ought ha-rdly to i.hink it a gri<‘vous c.ircumstunc(^ tluit their 
bright visions should have hd't a da.z/,h‘. som<‘i.iin(‘s on tlu^ <'ycs 
which ho so gently reopened upon our prosaic. rt‘a.liti{‘s. Ib^ 
had, on the whole, a c.omnuuid over tln^ pow<u-s of his mind — 
.1 mean, that he (‘.ould c.ontrol and dirtHd. his thoughts and re- 
ilexions with a r(^a,diness, lirmness, and easy sec.uriiy of sway 
—beyond what I find it possible to trac'-e in a.ny other 
recorded <‘.ha.ra(dier and history; but he could not habitually 
fling them into the region of dreams throughout a long sc'rios 
of years, and yet bti (^xj)eeted to find a c.orr(*sponding satisfac- 
tion in bending tinnn to the h\ss agreeable (‘.onsiderations whic.h 
the circumstaiuH's of any humati Ixung’s prac.tic.al lot in this 
worhl must present in al)unda.n(‘e. Tlu^ training to wliic.h he 
accustomed liims<df could not U'ave him as lie was when he 
began. He uuist pay the penalty, as w(dl as rea.]) the glory 
of this life-long abstrat'-tion of reverie, this scdf-abaudonmc'nt 
of Fairyland. 

This was for him the last year of many things; among 
others, of Sibyl (fray and the Ahhotsfoni JlmiL Towards thc^ 
close of a hard run on his neighbour Oala’s ground, he advent- 
ured to leap the Catmll — that venerable relic of the days of 

“ Eegod wide and fair Strath-Clydo.'^ 

He was severely bruistHl and shattered; and never afterwards 
recovered the feeling of (*.ontideiic.Ci, without whicdi there can 
be no ])leasure in borsemanship. He often talkc'd of tins ac'.ci- 
dent with a somewhat superstitious mourufuluess. 
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mind. But this is no time for journalising or moralising 
either. Necessity is like a sourfaced cook-maid, and I a turn- 
spit she has flogged, ere now, till he mounted his wheel. If 
Woodstock: can he out by 25th January it will do much, — and 
it is possible.” 

Thus he continued to labour on at his romance ; from time 
to time arrested amidst his yisions by some fresh omen of 
the coming reality : but after suggesting or concurring in the 
commercial measure that seemed feasible, immediately com- 
manding his mind into oblivion of whatever must prevent his 
pursuance of the task that depended solely on himself. That 
down to the 14th of December he was far indeed from hav- 
ing brought home to himself anything like the extent of his 
danger, is clear enough from the step recorded in that day^s 
entry — namely, his consenting to avail himself of the power 
he had retained of borrowing L. 10,000 on the lands of Abbots- 
ford, and advancing that sum to the struggling houses. Eal- 
lantyne hints that in his opinion both Constable and his 
London agents must have foreseen more clearly the issue of 
the struggle ; and it is certain that the only point in Constable’s 
personal conduct which Scott afterwards considered himself 
entitled to condemn and resent, was connected with these last 
advances. 

My residence had been removed to London before Sir Walter 
felt, or acknowledged, serious apprehensions : nor can I on this 
occasion quote his Diary so largely as would enable the reader 
to follow from day to day the fluctuations of hope, anxiety, 
and fear. I must limit myself to a few of what seem the most 
remarkable passages of that record. On the 18th of December 
he writes thus: — ^^If things go badly in London, the magic 
wand of the Unknown will be shivered in his grasp. He must 
then, faith, be termed the Too-well-known. The feast of fancy 
will be over with the feeling of independence. He shall no 
longer have the delight of waking in the morning with bright 
ideas in his mind, hasten to commit them to paper, and count 
them monthly, as the means of planting such scaurs and pur- 
chasing such wastes ; replacing dreams of fiction by other pro- 
spective visions of walks by 

‘ Fountain heads, and pathless groves ; 

Places which pale passion loves.’ 

This cannot be; but I may work substantial husbandry, t.e. 
write history, and such concerns. They will not be received 
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l iip lai|!i inriilr*l rmpt'» m liaa'k an iliit rumi* 

I'i I'i .1 l^iiir^r liiit if imrH start at it* lul tlii'iii How. 

-Biii' 1 p'**iii rliiigfi 14* ilio |4ito<' { tiiivi* rroiiti^d --■■■ iliura m saarcHi 
a iipr 1*11 It iliiii liui ilH Iwaiin to ino. Wliiit a Ufa 
iriiiir liiPi Iwp'ii ! liiilfa’iliiraloil, liliiiimt wholly liogloatoch or 

lr*li ir* . fiiulling liiy hmiii W’ltli iiitisl lionHaimioul triwh^ 

aii4 uri4«o hy iii»*iil of iiiy ruin {iiiii ions for a iiiiiw; get- 
Inn? foiWiiol, itiiii lioli! II Irtihl a«i«I II elever fellow^ tuitiiriiry to 
flip o|*iiiii»ii of fill wiiii thought iite a luere lireiimer; liroken- 
lir'iiffi'^4 lor two vi^arfi I my heart hiiiiiiicimtfly mwihI iigiilri”— 
Imi ilu* rnirk wall rmniiiit till iiiy tlyiiig iliiy, liieli aiw! poor 
fiiiif or I'h-'o iiiiiPi ; liiire tin tlio verge of ruin, yet opiitid atttw 
pmirr-ii Ilf wimlili iiliitiisi overfltiwtiig* Nnw to Iwi broken In my 
jiilidi Ilf |*ri«h% mill iitwlv wingiHl (iinleii gmat news shouhl 
rtiiiie;j ln^nitrup la»n«loii elitnisi^s to k' ill an uproar, and in the 
of hulk iiiid !'«nirs» si |toi.*r inoITtuisivi’ litm like myself 
IS I'liiilied III llie Willi. Hut wliiii is to he the end of it? (okI 
h now'll i iiiiil rtii eiiihi the ealiHdosui, Nokuly in the end van 
lriiii» 14 |Msniiiy hy tiie ■■ fhiit i.s one eomfort. Men will think 
|iiiile hioi had a hill. !*et them tiidulg*^ their t»wn pridt^ in 
iliiiikisig tliiil liiy lull %viH iiiaki* tluun higher, m seem so at 
ieiiiil, 1 loire the nai isfitiiion to reeolleei that my prosperity 
liioi k^eii of iidvaiitiigi* to liiiiny, ami to hope thiii some at leitsi 
Will forgH'e liiy Inumieni wamlth on itmuini of tlie iiiiiiaieiiee 
iif my iiiteiiliuiiin mid iiiy real %¥isli to t|o gmal to the piHir. 
Kii«l iieiirfs, at fiiiriiiek, ami in the eoitageji of AldKitsford. 
I have liiilf rrN«i!vi«d never to see the plane itgiii II. How* eoultl 
1 lii'iel ii4f hiiil wiili mwh aduiuiikhiHt ereit?— - lioW" live a famr 
imUMmfumu wliere I was onee the w*eiilili|. the Iwifiottred ? 
I w’ioi i« Itiive gitm* tlir^re on Hatimlity in joy lutti jirci«|ierttv to 
rreeife iiiy fririuifi,, My thtgs will wiiii ^ir tins in win. It h 
hmlish -■■■■ ■■ liiil tliif lliougjils of parting from these duiiili ereiih 
liiive iiit.<i'etl tin* itiure than any of the piiitifti! reileiioiii I 
Imre ptil ilirwii. r«ior tilings! I intmi got them kind iiiiiiters! 
Tlp^re fiiiiy k-* yet itiiwe whfi, loving me, iiisiy lore ttiy tiog Imi- 
mmim it liiin Iwii tiiiiie, I itnmf end lliiw gltMiiisy forekMliitp, 
or I »liall low» iiiit lone of iiuml with wliieti iti«i ihnitld iiitmfc 


(UHiroHH. I ro<‘l niy dof^^s’ Ftud; on iiiy kne*,eB — I hear them 
whining and Htnddng me ovciry whert‘. This is nonseiiBe, but 
it iH what they wDuld do e.ouhl they know how things may bo. 
— An odd thought strikes nu^ — When. I die, will the journal 
of t.lu^se days b(\ taken out ot' the ebony (‘.abiiiet at Abbotsford, 
and nnid with woudtu', that tlui well-stHvming Baronet shouhl 
(wer have experienced the risk of such a hitch? — or will it 
b(‘ found in some obscure lodging-house, where the d(‘.(*.ayed 
son of c.hivalry had hung up his vSeuteluion, and wIku’O one or 
two old fricmtls will look grav(\, and whispeu* i-o (vich. other, 

^ Poor getitlenian ’ — ^a well-meaning man’ — ‘‘iiohotly’s enemy 
but his own ’ — * thought his parts would never wear out ’ — 
^family poorly left’ — ^ pity he took that foolish titled Who 
emi answer this (piestion? — Poor Will Laidlaw ! — Poor Tom 
Purdie ! — sucJi news will wring your hearts, and many a poor 
fellow’s biisides, to whom my ]>rt)Si)(uity was daily bri^ad. 

“ Ballantym^ behav(^s like liimself, and, siidis tlie prospect 
of his own ruin in c.onUunplating mine. 1 tried to enrieh him 
imhuHl, and now all — all is in the balane-e. He will have the 
fJournal still, that is a comfort, for sure they cannot hnd a 
better editor. Thoy — alas, who will then be- — -the unbekannten 
obem * who may have to dispose of my all as they will ? Some 
hard-eyed hanker — some of these men of millions!- — I have 
endeavoured to give vent to thoughts naturally so painful, by 
writing these notes — partly to keep them at bay by busying 
myself with the history of the Preneh Convention. T thank 
Cod I can do both with reasonable composure. I wonder how 
Anm^ will bear such an affliction. She is passionate, but stout- 
luuirted and eourag(H)us in important matters, though irritable 
in trifles. I am gla<l Lockhart and his wift^ are gone. Why ? 
I cannot tell — but I am pleased to he left to my own regrets, 
witliout being melted by eoudolonees, though of the most 
sincere and ahV.etiouate kiml. — Ilalf-paHt eight I (dosed tliis 
book under tlu! impression of impending ruin. I open it an 
hour aftc^r (thanks be to Cod) with the strong hope that matters 
will he got over saftdy and honourably, in a mercantile sense. 
Cadidl (* 4 UU(% at eight i.o (».onimuuicate a letter from Hurst and 
Eohinson, intimating they had stood the storm. I shall always 
think thc^ better of Ikultdl for this — not merely iKM'ause Mils 
feet are Ijcautiful on tins mountains who Ijrings good tidings,’ 
but bcMmuae he shewed fcieling — deep feeling, poor fellow. 
He, who 1 tliought had no more than his nuuu^raiiou-table, 
and who, if he had had his whole counting-house full of sensi- 

^ UnhekannUin odarn — unknown ruknu 



bility, bad yet bis wife and cbildren to bestow it upon — I will 
not forget this, if all keeps right. I love tbe virtues of roug^i- 
and-round men — tbe others are apt to escape in salt rheum, 
sal-volatile, and a white pocket handkerchief. 

December 19. — Ballantyne here before breakfast. He 
looks on last night’s news with confidence. Constable came 
in and sat an hour. The old gentleman is firm as a rock. 
He talks of going to London next week. But I must go to 
work. 

December 21. — Dined with James Ballantyne, and met 
E». Cadell, and my old friend Mathews the comedian. The 
last time I saw him before, he dined with me in company with 
poor Sir Alexander Boswell, who was killed within a week. 
I never saw Sir A. more. The time before was in 1815, when 
Giala and I were returning from Trance, and passed through 
London, when we brought Mathews down as far as Leaming- 
ton. Poor Byron made an early dinner with us at Long’s, and 
a most brilliant day we had of it. I never saw Byron so full 
of fun, frolic, wit, and whim ; he was as playful as a kitten. 
Well, I never saw Mm again. So this man of mirth, with his 
merry meetings, has brought me no luck. I could not help 
thinking, in the midst of the glee, what gloom had lately 
been over the minds of three of the company. What a 
strange scene if the surge of conversation could suddenly 
ebb like the tide, and show us the state of people’s real 
minds ! 

‘No eyes the rocks discover 
Which lurk beneath the deep.’ 

Life could not be endured were it seen in reality. Things 
keep mending in London. 

December 22. — I wrote six of my close pages yesterday, 
which is about twenty-four pages in print. What is more 
I think it comes off twangingly. The air of Bonnie Dundee 
running in my head to-day, I wrote a few verses to it before 
dinner, taking the key-note from the story of Clavers leaving 
the Scottish Convention of Estates in 1688-9. I wonder if 
they are good. Ah, poor Will Erskine ! thou couldst and 
wouldst have told me. I must consult J. B., who is as honest 
as was W. E. But then, though he has good taste too, there 
is a little of Big bow-wow about it. Can’t say what made me 
take a frisk so uncommon of late years as to write verses of 
free-will. I suppose the same impulse which makes birds sing 
when the storm has blown over. 
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December 24. — Constable bas a new scbeme of publishing 
the works of the Author of Waverley in a superior style^ at 
L.l, Is. volume. He says he will answer for making L.20;- 

000 of this, and liberally offered me any share of the profits. 

1 have no great claim to any, as I have only to contribute the 
notes, which are light work ; yet a few thousands coming in 
will be a good thing — besides the Printing Office. Constable, 
though valetudinary, and cross with his partner, is certainly as 
good a pilot in these rough seas as ever man put faith in. 

December 25. — Abbotsford. — Arrived here last night at 
seven. Our halls are silent compared to last year, but let us 
be thankful — Barbariis has segetes 9 Nullum numen abestj si 
sit prudentia. There shall be no lack of wisdom. But come — 
il faut cultiver noire jar din. I will accept no invitation for 
dinner, save one to Hewton-Don, and Mertoun to-morrow, 
instead of Christmas-Day. On this day of general devotion, I 
have a particular call for gratitude. 

January 14. — An odd mysterious letter from Constable, 
who has gone post to London. It strikes me to be that sort of 
letter which I have seen men write when they are desirous 
that their disagreeable intelligence should be rather appre- 
hended than expressed. I thought he had been in London a 
fortnight ago, disposing of property to meet this exigence, and 
so I think he should. Well, I must have patience. But these 
terrors and frights are truly annoying. ... A letter from 
J. B., mentioning Constable’s journey, but without expressing 
much apprehension. He knows C. well, and saw him before 
his departure, and makes no doubt of his being able easily to 
extricate whatever may be entangled. I will not therefore 
make myself uneasy. I can help doing so surely, if I will. 
At least, I have given up cigars since the year began, and 
have now no wish to return to the habit, as it is called. I 
see no reason why one should not, with God’s assistance, shun 
noxious thoughts, which foretell evil, and cannot remedy it.” 

A few days after Sir Walter penned the last-quoted para- 
graph, Mr. Constable made his appearance in London. I saw 
him immediately. Having deferred his journey imprudently, 
he had performed it very rapidly j and this exertion, with men- 
tal excitement, had brought on a sharp access of gout, which 
confined him for a couple of days to his hotel in the Adelphi — 
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swing given to tlie tyrannical temper of the Czar. 
spoke, and gesticulated like some hoary despot, acc 
nothing but the complete indulgence of every wish 
against whose sovereign authority his most trusted i 
tributaries had suddenly revolted — open rebellioii 
provinces — confusion in the capital — treason in 
I will not repeat his haughty ravings of scorn anc 
listened to these with wonder and commiseration 
such feelings mitigated when, having exhausted his 
vituperation against many persons of whom I had n 
heard him speak but as able and trusted friends, 
down sufficiently to answer my question as to the pra 
ness on which the note announcing his arrival in to' 
nified his urgent desire to take my advice. Consta 
that he had already seen one of the Hurst and Eol 
and that the storm which had seemed to be blown 
he was satisfied, only been lulled for a moment to I 
redoubled fury. If they went, however, he must f< 
had determined to support them through the coming 
had done through the last; and he had the mean 
effectually, provided Sir Walter Scott would star 
heartily and boldly. 

The first and most obvious step was to make lai 
copyrights ; and it was not surprising that Constable s 
formed most extravagant notions of the marketabl 
the property of this nature in his possession. Everj^ 
is very apt to do so. A manuscript is submitted 1 
inspects it with coldness and suspicion ; with hesiti 
a sum for it ; obtains it, and sends it to be printed 
hardly courage to look at the sheets as they are t 
but the book is at last laid on his counter, and h€ 
moment regards it with an eye of parental fondn 
his ; he considers it in that light quite as much a 
author, and is likely to be at least as sorely provoh 
thing in the shape of hostile criticism. If this be 
working of self-love or self-interest in such cases, wl 
that the man who had at his disposal (to say not! 
numerable minor properties) the copyrights of the 1 
dia Hritannica, a moiety of the Edinburgh Eeview, 
Scott’s Poetry, the Waverley Hovels, and the adva 
of ISTapoleon — who had made, besides, sundry coi 
novels by Scott, as yet unwritten — and who seriou 
his plan of the new Miscellany as in itself the sure 
of a gigantic fortune — what wonder that the sani 


'.able slxoixld have laiil to his Botil the flattering unction^ th; 
B had only to display siudi resouret^s in Home quarter total" 
DOve tlu^ inoixientary prt^ssure of tM trade, and coinmaod. si 
Ivance of capital a(l6{|uato to relieve him and all his 
•oin these iinf()rtuiia;t(MliflUudtit»s ab<)tit a few paltry sheafs 
L‘ staTUped paper? 'To ha hrieh h(‘- recpieshul mo to 
any him, as noon as he could get into his (*.arriag(s to tl 
ank of Knghuul, and support him (as a coniidtnitial fric^rid < 
lo Author of Waoerlej/) in his appli(‘.ati{)u for a loan of fro: 
. lOOjOOO to L. 2(H), ()()() on the security of the copyrights l\ 
BBsession. ft is needless to say that, without distitict iuHtrvi 
ons from Sir Walter, I could not take upon me to intorfiuaB i 
leh a busincHH as this, (lonatablo, when 1 refuBcd, becaix 
vid with rag*e. After a long siloiu^e, he stamped on tl 
round, and swore that ho could and would do alone. I la 
im in stern indignation. 

''rhere was another s(‘.C!ne of the same kind a day or tvs 
rterwards, when Ids obje(».t was to get mo to back liin iv 
lication to Sir Walter to borrow L.2(),()()0 in KdinburgU, lui 
‘ansmit it to hitn in London, 1 promised nothing but i 
Mpiaiut S<'.ott inumuliuhdy with his recpumt, and him wii 
cott’s answer. Sir Walter, ert^ the message reached hint, lui 
aen candidly told by (lonstabUds own paxdner that any fiirtln 
ivances would be nnvre folly. 

Coustable lingc^red. <m, fluctuating between wild hope ai: 
ivago despair, until, I Hcunotisly believe, he at last hoverad t 
le briiik of insanity. Wheir lies returned to EdinburKh^ 
as to confront (^’editors whom he knew he (X)uld not pay. 

Scohls Diary has ~ Edinburgh^ Jamian/ IG. — 
irough cold roads to as cold news. Hurst and liol>ixiBc 
ave suffered a bill to (xune biu*.k upon (loustable, whiclu 
ippose inferB tlie ruin of both houses. We shall soon ho 
► ined with the Sktnn's.^^ — Mr. Bkene assuros me tlxat 1 
ppeared that evening (piito in his usual S}uritB, couveraiixg c 
hatever topic was started as easily and gaily as if thert^ iiri 
mm no impending calamity; but at parting he whispare^cl •» 
Skene, I have something to spc^ak to you about; be bo good i 
> look in on me imyou go to the I^arliament House to-morrow 
/’hen Bkene called in (lastle Street, about half-past nit 
clock next morning, lia found Bcott writing in his study. l-J 
>86, and said — My friend, give me a shake of your luLitd - 
ine is that of a beggar/^ Ife then told him that Ihdlatity x 
ml just been ‘with hitu, and that his ruin was c*eriain anti cox 
l©te; explaining, briefly, the nature of his connexion wihk tl 


three houses, whose downfall must that morning be made pub- 
lic. He added — ^^Doii^t fancy I am going to stay at home 
to brood idly on what can’t be helped. I was at work upon 
Woodstock when you came in, and I shall take up the pen the 
moment I get back from Court. I mean to dine with you again 
on Sunday, and hope then to report progress to some purpose.” 
— When Sunday came, he reported accordingly, that in spite 
of all the numberless interruptions of meetings and conferences 
with his partner and men of business — to say nothing of his 
anxieties on account of his wife and daughter — he had written 
a chapter of his novel every intervening day. And the Diary 
gives the precise detail. His exertions, he there says, were 
suspended for the 17th and 18th; but in the course of the 19th, 
20th, and 21st, he wrote 38 pages of his novel — such pages 
that 70 of them made ^^half a volume of the usual size.” 

Diary . — January 17. — James Ballantyme this morning, 
good honest fellow, with a visage as black as the crook. He 
hopes no salvation ; has indeed taken measures to stop. It is 
hard, after having fought such a battle. Have apologised for 
not attending the EoyaL Society Club, who have a gaudeamus on 
this day, and seemed to count much on my being the preses. 
My old acquaintance, Miss Elizabeth Clerk, sister of Willie, 
died suddenly. I cannot choose but wish it had been Sir W. 
S. ; and yet the feeling is unmanly. I have Anne, my wife, 
and Charles, to look after. I felt rather sneaking as I came 
home from the Parliament House — felt as if I were liable 
monstrari digito in no very pleasant way. But this must be 
borne cum cceteris; and, thank God, however uncomfortable, I 
do not feel despondent.” 

The reader may be curious to see what account Ballantyne’s 
memorandum gives of that dark announcement on the morning 
of Tuesday the 17th. It is as follows : — On the evening of 
the 16th, I received from Mr. Cadell a distinct message putting 
me in possession of the truth. I called immediately in Castle 
Street, but found Sir Walter had gained an unconscious respite 
by being engaged out at dinner. It was between eight and nine 
next morning that I made the final communication. Ko doubt 
he was greatly stunned — but, upon the whole, he bore it with 
wonderful fortitude. He then asked — ^Well, what is the 
actual step we must first take ? I suppose we must do some- 
thing ? ^ I reminded him that two or three thousand pounds 
were due that day, so that we had only to do what we must 
do — refuse payment — to bring the disclosure sufiiciently 
before the world. He took leave of me with these striking 



words — ‘Well, James, depend upon tiat, I will never for- 
sake you.’ ” 

In tke course of that unhappy yet industrious "week;^ Sir 
Walter’s situation as Ballantyne’s partner keeame universally 
knovrn. Mr. Ballantyne, as an individual, had no choice but 
to resolve on the usual course of a commercial man unable to 
meet engagements: but Scott from the first moment determined 
to avoid, if by his utmost efforts it could be avoided, the neces- 
sity of participating in such steps. He immediately placed his 
whole affairs in the hands of three trustees (James Jollie, W.S., 
Alex. Monypenny, W.S., and John Gibson, W.S.), all men of 
the highest honour and of great professional experience ; and 
declined every offer of private assistance. These were very 
numerous: — his eldest son and his daughter-in-law eagerly 
tendered the whole fortune at their disposal, and the principal 
banks of Edinburgh, especially the house of Sir William Forbes 
& Co., which was the one most deeply involved in Ballantyne’s 
obligations, sent partners of the first consideration, who were 
his personal friends, to offer liberal additional accommodation. 
What, I think, affected him most of all, was a letter from Mr. 
Poole, his daughters’ harp-master, offering L.500, — probably,” 
says the Diary, ^^his all.” From London, also, he received 
various kind communications. Among others, one tendering 
an instant advance of L.30,000 — a truly munificent message, 
conveyed through a distinguished channel, but the source of 
which was never revealed to him, nor to me until some years 
after his death, and even then under conditions of secrecy. 
To all, his answer was the same. And within a few days he 
had reason to believe that the creditors would, as a body, assent 
to let things go in the course which he and his trustees sug- 
gested. 

His Diary has this entry for the 24th January : — went to 
the Court for the first time to-day, and, like the man with the 
large nose, thought everybody was thinking of me and my mis- 
haps. Many were, undoubtedly, and all rather xegrettingly ; 
some obviously affected. It is singular to see the difference of 
men’s manner whilst they strive to he kind or civil in their 
way of addressing me. Some smiled as they wished me good- 
day, as if to say, ^ Think nothing about it, my lad ; it is quite out 
of our thoughts.’ Others greeted me with the affected gravity 
which one sees aud despises at a funeral. The best-bred — all 
I believe meaning equally well — just shook hands and went 
on. A foolish puff in the papers, calling on men and gods to 
assist a popular author, who having choused the public of many 
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t hotissii'Hls, had th*’ !*» kfi’iJ ivi’alfli 

If I aiii hard prr--.s«'ii, and iiira.Hurrn n-.i-A 
ii.si* all iiit'aiia «d h’rtal uiiii iiivhi’I 

iit a lc»r niliuii. It la ilir riiurHi'' riiir 

any niti% havi* advI.Hial a rliriii !»* mki* Hn! t'i»r lli 
III a ihniii nt* i lontnir. ili»Hi*r¥4’ !»» loni* mv H|air*i. %’i 

|H*riiiii iin% I will thinr va.v.al f^r lilr, jiml 
niiiin cif iny iinnKnnalii»ti find ‘liaUiMiiil.H fur 
Htdl fnir HUnli) tu inak»‘ iii\ riu^u, ^rint'iii h, iml 

inyrlldf, Ainl thin I'roni tm rr!rir!.,i!l«"«^ lu In- r,;i||i>i| |.||r 

wliiidt 1 itruhahly am, l*nt hrrau-i*^ I %%ill ii,*i fiiif. 
|H»war td’ inv fr«*dit«n'a thr iip’iiliil ur 

yr^i rfmaiii l*-» uh’.” 

,/nii. L*fl with a Joyful aiiimi 

uiliHKSi iili ri’rihfurH had agnanl i«j a |»rival,i^ IrtiM 
hainiHinnn ami ri.iiil’nl*niiial, and %%'ariit iny |ii*ii| 

gni iliinn out uf th»’ t*rni|«\ I «‘ill Si*»l ih»ii|it. ,:.»|4i | 

hwin »Sir Wiliiaiit Furiw’^ liir^ rliair» ami Iwlii 
luia i^vnr tlnmn with ihi'^ id iiiirinit fiiilti 

IViimdiihip. Unit i-i# t4M.»ri^ «ipr|ily ^ 

til whiit tiavn Hir W’lllu'iiii iiiiil I iif4 tK»rm 

gntlmr! litid hhwidy iiHravn, riva 

tiriiikinic iiiat4’tmrt, iuid fimUlya wii.lt tim kimllir.'it t 
Inith Hiilt'H, nmuinvliiit fa^|atr,iiii*d hy lii** r«‘liriiig iiiurli 
iHwuin nf Ida family, find I lillin inyyiind in 

fiiiini <111 r alinuld rnmn, ilipniili* mid lliai ii 

tnln liirint inli*r*nd.iii|| fur I hiwii iliiwit — 

thuugtiiHd* 

Tlmrn amim hfm'inmr. tmit^rif-f^d liiw flifUfiillian, li 
titmil havn hinnt vury W'liiidt^rftil if nil tin? rmlit-urfi uf 
|ilildnt4» wltmm iniitrimsiii iv«»rn itiPKlrimihly iiitrrtiiiiih 
mmis iliii viini-'H uf llm iiittiditig, 

imiimiit mimnm f»f Edtiibttrgli, mm wdiiidi Hit Wilii 
|jriwklci«,l till iliti *2illh ut «liiiii.iiir¥ ; iitir* it m |♦rt^|tl^r I 
Hcmtt liiiiimdf fiwari^* itiiiil wnim liit^r, id tlm 
wltkdi the «if ihu tw<i l|lullll^i iil tViiwtiildi^ msd 
eaiidiiti tlndr mm^tm i idrtniftinliifirw ii«?pi<?ii4rtly i*f It 
iin|icirlaiici« tii llin lwliltir« iif lialliiiiljipdii I 

fifctil, ifc liiriiiMi iiitl liial itm cililignlltiiw uf iIip itirpi' 
by wlitt ii tfirtttttd rpindint 

far lMiy.cMt<l Hit tidtiiliilkiiii uf iiiiy «l list* imrtip#, i 
riif ilfitkiii cif Iliii 

fall fwial tliiittdiiialioii l» rtimii mdlti Mriitri |irti|i 
tli«i» tiiisaad ft of hiwittitiil, tlm di’l«.II ut wbi 


loft ill liis Diary, but whicli wan finally tcnninatod according to 
liis own origina.1, ami riMilly most go, iu*rous suggestion. 

(lay of calamity nnauilcMl the*. iVicf that James Ballantyne 
])ersonally poss(‘ss<‘.(l no asstM.s whatevau*. Tlu‘. claims against 
Sir Wali.tn*, a.s l.h(‘. sole riuilly nssjionsibh^ partnea* in the printing 
lirm, and also a.s an individual, sid.tled into a sum of about 
L.ld0,()0(). On much hc^avier (hdits ( kinstatih'- & C(>. paid ulti- 
nmicly Ifs. dd. in the. pound; ILurst <S;, Kobinson about Is. McL 
Tln^ Ihilhuityne firm luidas y(‘t dom^ nothing to priwmit Mnnr fob 
lowing tlu^ same lint‘ (d‘ condmd;. It might still luive allowaal 
itstdrpind not Jaimes Dalhinty ne mcnady as an individual) to be 
dcadared ba.nkrupi,, and obtaiiual a sptnuly diseha.rg(\ likc^ tht'se 
bookselhu's, Trom all its obligations. Hut for Scott’s being a 
partmu’, t.lu^ whoh^ aiTair must hava^ laani sidi.hul in a very short 
time. If h(‘. could hava^ at all made up his mind to let com- 
nnu’ciai matt(*rs takt^ tln^ usual (amuuercial course^ tlu^ c.rcalitors 
of tlu^ firm would ha.v(‘, brought into the marlod. what(‘V(‘r prop- 
(U'ty, litera.ry or othi‘rvvis(% Scott at tlie hour of failuia^ pos- 
Bi‘ss(al ; tlu\y would hava*, had a right to his lilVnmt of Abbots- 
ford, a, mongothiu' t hings— a-ud to his r(‘.v(*rsiona.ry int(ua‘sl. in tlu', 
estate, in cast* tdt.lu'r his tddest son or his da.ughlerdnda\v should 
die without heaving issiu*, and thus void tlu*. provisions of t.h(‘ir 
niarriagcMaintraet, All this bttmg disposial of, t he rtasult would 
hnvt' biHui a divithmd vtuy far suptuior to wha-t tiie crtalitors 
of (Jonstabhuind Hurst rtaauved ; and in ndairn, the partmu's 
in the printing tirm would liave Ixani hift at libtudy to reap for 
thcmiHelvt's l.h(» protits of tluur future {‘xtndions. Things werti, 
howtnau’, complicattal in c.onstapuuice of the transfer of Abbots- 
ford in fhuiuary bS^n, Some (‘nalitors now had serious thought.s 
of contesting the validity of that transaedaon; but a little 
lli^xiou and (‘xaminat.ion Hatisfual thmn that nothing could b(^ 
gaiiH‘d by such an atUuupt. On the otluu’ hand, Sir Walltu* felt 
that hc^ had dom^ wrong in placing any part of his pr(j}xu’ty bo 
yond the natch of his (UHslitors, by (uitering into that iimrnagc*- 
contract without a previous most delibm’ate exa-mination into 
the state of his rt^sponsibiliUtm. He must liave felt in this 
inaunar, though I have no sort of doubt, that thc^ r(‘Mult of such 
an examination in *Jannary 1825, if aecompanicul !y an instant 
ealling in of all mHater-bUls^ woidd have beem to h‘av(‘. him at 
perfee.i liberty to do all tliat he did upon tliat occ.usion. How- 
ever that may have liccm, and whatever may havt^ beem his d(di- 
eacy respecting ibis |.H)int, he persisted in regarding tlu^ embar- 
rasHinent of his comnuutual firm with the feelings not of a 
nn^rcliant but of a gentleman. Ha thought tliat by devoting 
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tlie shield. If they are determined to consider me as an irre- 
trieTable bankrupt, they have no title to object to my settling 
upon the usual terms which the statute requires. They prob- 
ably are of opinion, that I will be ashamed to do this by 
applying publicly for a sequestration. Now, my feelings are 
different. I am ashamed to owe debts I cannot pay; but I 
am not ashamed of being classed with those to whose rank 
I belong. The disgrace is in being an actual bankrupt, not 
in being made a legal one. I had like to have been too hasty 
in this matter. I must have a clear understanding that I am 
to be benefited or indulged in some way, if I bring in two 
such funds as those works in progress, worth certainly from 
L.10,000 to L.15,000.^^ 

It was by and by settled that he should be left in the 
undisturbed possession of Abbotsford, on his pledging himself 
to dispose immediately of all his other property, of what kind 
soever, for the behoof of the creditors — to limit his personal 
expenses henceforth within his ofdcial salary — and, continuing 
his literary labour with his best diligence, to pay in all its 
profits until the debt should be wholly obliterated. Excepting 
from a single London Jew, a creditor originally of Hurst’s, no 
practical interference with this arrangement was ever subse- 
quently threatened. Scott, meanwhile, laboured on at his desk. 
In the very darkest period of his anxieties, he not only con- 
tinued his Novel and his Buonaparte, but threw off his graceful 
and humorous, as well as sagacious and instructive reviewal 
of Pepys’ Diary : and before that was published, he had also 
most effectually displayed his self-possession by a political 
demonstration under a new but thin disguise. 

As soon as Parliament met, the recent convulsion in the 
commercial world became the subject of some very remarkable 
debates in the Lower House; and the Ministers, tracing it 
mainly to the rash facility of bankers in yielding credit to 
speculators, proposed to strike at the root of the evil by taking 
from private banks the privilege of circulating their own notes 
as money, and limiting even the Bank of England to the issue 
of notes of L.5 value and upwards. The G-overnment designed 
that this regulation should apply to Scotland as well as Eng- 
land; and the northern public received the announcement with 
almost universal reprobation. The Scotch banks apprehended 
a most serious curtailment of their profits; and the merchants 
and traders of every class were well disposed to back them in 
opposing the Ministerial innovation. Scott, ever sensitively 
jealous as to the interference of English statesmen with the 
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(lay’s diary \w say.s, — ^‘ Lookod out a quantity of tlungs, to 
go to Abbotsford ; for wt‘. ar<‘. Hitting, if you pkuiso. It is with 
a Bturse of pain tbat I loavo biHuud a parccd of trumpery prints 
and little ornamentH, on(‘.e tlu^ pritUi of [jady S— ’s heart, 
but whi(*/h she h(h^h (‘.ouHigned with indifhvrtuua^ to the c.haueo 
of an au(‘.tiom Idlings that have had tluur day of importance 
with me I (uuinot forgid., tliough the nuun^st trifles. But I am 
glad that she, with bad health, and enough to vex her, has not 
the same useless mode of assocuating r(‘(H)lUu*.tionH with this 
unph^asant business.” — Again, on the IMth March — I liave 
hinted in tliese notes, that I am not entirely free from a sort 
of gloomy tits, with a ilutUnung of the luMirt and depression 
of spirits, just as if I knew not what wa.8 going to befall me. 
I can Hometinuxs resist this sma'.essfully, but it is better to 
evadt^ than i.o combat it. Thi‘. hang-dog spirit may have orig- 
inated in the e, on fusion and ehue.king about of our old furni- 
ture, the stri})piug of walls of pictures, and rooms of ornaments; 
the leaving of a house we have so long called our home, is 
altog('tlun* nudaneholy (uiough. Meanwhihs to make my recu- 
sant spirit do pimaneo, I have set to work i,e (dear away pa])erB 
and pack them for my jourmy. What a strang(‘. nuMlUy of 
thoughts such a task produces I There li(‘, hd.Un\s which luade 
the he^art throb when iw.eived, now lihdcvss and uninteresting 
— m an^ ptudiaps iludr writers — riddh^.s which have benm 
reml — H(dumu\s whie.h, time luis destroy (ul or brought to matu- 
nty — mcunorials of fricnulships and enmities whi(di are now 
alike faded. Thus dotm the ring of Baturn consume itself. 
T(Klay aunihilaU^s y(*.Hterday, as the old tyrant swallowed his 
children, and the snake its tail. Bui I must say to my jour- 
nal as poor liyron did to Moore — ‘i)—- ii it, Tom, don’t be 
poetic, ah’ ” 

March 14. — J. B. called this morning to take leave, and 
receive directions about proofs, <Sc,c. Talks of the uproar about 
Malachi; but I am tinnl of Malachi — the humour is off, and 
1 have said what I wanted to say, and |)ut the pcjople of Scot- 
land on their guard, as well as miiustcrs, if they like to be 
warned. They are gnulually destroying what remains of 
nationality, and making the country tabtda rami for doctrines 
of bold innovation. Their looseming and grinding down all 
those piHudiariiicH whi(5h distinguiBhed us m Hc.otsnum, will 
throw the country into a state in which it will b(% universally 
turned to democriwy, and instead of canny Samuh^rs, they will 
have a very dangerous Korth-British neighbourhood. Some 
lawyer expressed to Lord Elibauk an opinion, that at the 
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Sir Waltar's I>iary Imgiim t*o \m tdotnlnd with 
aiKKuas of diHfcroHH than morn IfJBH «»f woalili t*ould hi 
spirit Hin darling grainlmui in Hinking at a diHtati**o 
undar iiunirablo dininiHo. At Inuno tlm minfiirtum 
whioh luH manhcwal Htrugglml with HtoTn tuiorgy 
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eourio of lalamr. With raro osi*o|itii'iii» li«» ii|i 
through thin trying poriiMl, to liavo tiiiiHlmd liw tliti 
thirty |>riiitiKl pagan of Wf«MlH|4«'k — iiiiiil lliiit i 
coinplatad ; or, if ho patiaiMl in ii, !io giivo i% Hiiiiilai 
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lution and industry whieli this jMirtitin of lii« »ltiiiriinl 
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is certainly remarkable as tbe boldest imagination could 
have cotiooived. 

-Abbotsford, March 17. — A letter from Lockhart. My 
worst is verified; — the medical people think pool 

Johnnie is losing strength; he is gone with his mother tc 
Brighton. Tiie bitterness of this probably impending calamity 
is extreme. Tlie child was almost too good for this world; — 
beautiful in features ; and though spoiled by every one^ having 
one of tile sweetest tempers as well as the quickest intellect 
I ever a sense of humour quite extraordinary in a 

child, and.^ owing to the general notice which was taken of him. 
a great deal more information than suited his years. The pooi 
dear love liad so often a slow fever, that when it pressed its 
little lips to mine, I always foreboded to my own heart what 
all I fear ane now aware of. 

March. 18. — Slept indifferently, and under the influence 
of Queen IMab, seldom auspicious to me. Dreamed of reading 
the tale of the Prince of the Black Marble Islands to Little 
J ohnnie, extended on a paralytic chair, and yet telling all his 
pretty stories about Ha-Papa, as he calls me, and Chiefswood 
— and 'wstted to think I should see the little darling no more 
or^ see him. as a thing that had better never have existed. Ot 
misery ! roisery ! that the best I can wish for him is earl} 
death, wiflr all the wretchedness to his parents that is likely tc 
ensue ! 

March 19. — Lady S., the faithful and true companion oi 
my fortuixes, good and bad, for so many years, has, but witl 
difficulty, "been prevailed on to see Dr. Abercrombie, and hi£ 
opinion is far from favourable. Her asthmatic complaints arc 
fast terncLiixating in hydropsy, as I have long suspected ; yei 
the annoxxxicement of the truth is overwhelming. They are tc 
stay a ILtfle longer in town to try the effects of a new medicine 
On Wednesday, they propose to return hither — ra new afflic- 
tion, where there was enough before ; yet her constitution is sc 
gooci, that; if sh.e will be guarded by advice, things may be yei 
ameliorated.. God grant it! for really these misfortunes come 
too close ixpon each other. 

March 28. — We have now been in solitude for some time— - 
myself nearly totally so, excepting at meals. One is temptec 
to ask himself, knocking at the door of his own heart, Do yoi 
love this extreme loneliness ? . I can answer conscientiously 
J do. Tbte love of solitude was with me a passion of earl} 
youth; wlien in my teens, I used to fly from company tc 
indulge iix wisions and airy castles of my own, the disposal p; 
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April ;i. I have* th(‘ i-ixi-riionliiuiry juhI f,n*aUrying news 
that WocKlst.ork is sold for L.822K; all rt^uly in on e,y —a match- 
loss sul(*. Tor h'Hs than t.hr(S‘ months’ work.” [The n^adcr will 
uiulerstaiut that, the nov<d ludng sold for tlu*. btdioof of J. B. 
and do.’s orcdii.ors, this sum uu‘Iiuh*s the cost of printing the 
first cniiiion, as wcdl a-s l>a.|HU*.] ** If .Napoleon does as well, or 

near it, it will put the trust aifairs in high liourish. Four or 
five ycuu'S of hdsurc' and indust.ry wanild, with suc-h hucccsh, 
amply rephuM* my 1oss<‘h. I havc^ a curious fancy ; I will go 
B(‘t iw'o or thr(M‘ acorns, a, ml judge by tiudr su(‘cess in growing 
wlndinu* I shall stu’ccual in chairing iny way or not. I have a 
litth^ toothaclu* keeps nu* from W{)rking much to-day — boBides 
I sent. <»IT <H)py for Na.poh»on.’’ 

'The price rciadvtul for Woodstock slu'ws what eagm* competi- 
tion had bcmi calletl forth among thc‘ booksidlers, when, after 
tlie lajjae of sevcuail ytnirs, < kumtable’s monopoly of 8ir Walter’s 
novels was aholiHlnul hy tlnur common calamity. The interest 
oxciitMl, not only in Siudhunl and Englaml, but all over civil- 
i'/ml Eurc^pcs by the lu^ws of Hmd.t’s misfortunes, must also 
have had its intluence iti (|uickening this commercial rivalry. 
The readier jhhmI hardly told, that the hrst meeting of 
, Fames Ballaniyne ^ (’ompanyh creditors witncHsed the trans- 
formation, a luonth bcTim^ darkly prophtnsicvd, of the ^UJreat 
Unknown” into the ‘‘Too-well-kuowm” Even for thosa who 
haci Icmg ceased t<» entertain any doubt as to the main source 
at least of the Wavmdey romam^es, then^ would have been 
something stirring in tlie first confession of the author; but 
it in fa<‘t inclrnhsl the avowal, that he had stood alone in 
thc^ work of ert^aiion ; and whim the mighty claim came in the 
saim^ briuith with tlie announcemimt of personal ruin, the 
fdlect on the c.onununity of Edinburgh was electrical. It ia, 
in my o|nnion, not the hmi striking feature in his Diary, that 
it contauis no allusion (save the ominous one of 18th Decem- 
ber) to this longwvithheld revelation. He notes his painful 
anticipation of rid.urning to the Barliament I louse — 
ciifilo — as an insolvent. It tloes not HtHuu iwen to liavo 
occurred to him, that when he appeared iherc^ the morning 
after his creditors had heard his confession, there could not 
be miinj men in the plaee but must gaw^ on Ids familiar feat- 
ures with a mixture of curiosity, admiration, ami sympathy, 
of which, a liero in the inonumt of vietory might liave liean 
proud — which might have swelled the heart of a martyr as 



lie was bound to the stake. The universal feeling was, I 
believe, much what the late amiable and accomplished Earl 
of Dudley expressed to Mr. Morritt when these news reached 
them at Brighton. — Scott ruined ! said he, “ the author of 
Waverley ruined ! Good God ! let every man to whom he has 
given months of delight give him a sixpence, and he will rise 
to-morrow morning richer than Bothschild ! 

It is no wonder that the book, which it was known he had 
been writing during this crisis of distress, should have been 
expected with solicitude. Shall we find him, asked thousands, 
to have been master truly of his genius in the moment of this 
ordeal? Shall we trace anything of his own experiences in 
the construction of his imaginary personages and events? — I 
know not how others interpreted various passages in Wood- 
stock, but there were not a few that carried deep meaning for 
such of Scott’s own friends as were acquainted with, not his 
pecuniary misfortune alone, but the drooping health of his 
wife, and the consolation afforded him by the dutiful devotion 
of his daughter Anne, in whose character and demeanour a 
change had occurred exactly similar to that painted in poor 
Ahce Lee : A light joyous air, with something of a humorous 
expression, which seemed to be looking for amusement, had 
vanished before the touch of affliction, and a calm melancholy 
supphed its place, which seemed on the watch to administer 
comfort to others.” In several mottoeSy and other scraps of 
verse, the curious reader will find similar traces of the facts 
and feelings recorded in the author’s Diary. As to the novel 
itself, though none can pretend to class it in the very highest 
rank of his works, since we feel throughout the effects of the 
great fundamental error, likened by a contemporary critic to 
that of the writer who should lay his scene at Borne immediately 
after the battle of Philippi, and introduce Brutus as the sur- 
vivor in that conflict, and Cicero as his companion in victory ; 
yet even this censor is forced to allow that Woodstock displays 
certain excellences, not exemplified in all the author’s fictions, 
and which attest, more remarkably than any others could have 
done, the complete self-possession of the mind when composing 
it The succ^ of the book was great : large as the price was, 
its publishers had no reason to repent their bargain ; and of 
wmse the rapid receipt of such a sum as L.8000, the product of 
hardly three months’ labour, highly gratified the body of cred- 
itor, whc»e debtor had devoted to them whatever labour his 
healtbL should henceforth permit him to perform. 

His Diary shews that he veiy soon began another work of 
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these dull walls. M (‘thinks you look as if you were looking as 
bright on tlie banks of the Tweed; but look whore you will, 
Hir Sun, you look upon sorrow and sufhuing. — Hogg was here 
yesterday in danger, from having obtained an a(‘.connnodatioix 
of L.lOO from daunts Ballantyne, whi(*.h Jie is now obliged to 
repay. 1 am unable to hcdp the i)oor fellow, Inung oblig(xl to 
borrow myself. But I long ago renionstrated against the trans- 
action at all, and gave him L.5() out of my j)oekot to avoid 
granting the ace.ommodation, — but it did no good. 

May 15, — Received the melancholy intelligence that all is 
over at Abbotsford. 

Abbotsford, May 16. — She died at nine in the morning, 
after being very ill for two days — easy at last. I arrived here 
late last night. Anne is worn out, and has had hysterics, 
whieli rei.urncul on my arrival. Her broken accents were like 
those of a child — the language as well as the tones broken, 
but in the most g(mtle voice of submission. ‘ Boor mamma — 
never return again -goue for over— a better place/ Then, 
when she came to luwstdr, she s|)oke with sense, freedom, and 
strength of mind, till lier w(‘.akness returned. It would have 
been inexpressibly moving to me as a stranger — what was it 
thou to the father and the husband ? For myself, 1 scarce 
know how I hud — sometimes m firm as the Bass Rock, some- 
tiinoB as wc*ak as thc^ water that breaks on it. I am as alert at 
thinking and (handing as I ever was in my life. Yet, when 
1 contrast what this phw'.a now is, with what it has l>een not 
hmg simui, 1 think my h(*art will break. Lonely, aged, deprived 
of my family — all but [loor Atmo; an impoverished, an em- 
barrassed man, depriviHl of the sharer of my thoughts and 
counaelH, who could always talk down my semse of the c.alami- 
tous apprehemHiouH which break tln^ heart that must hear them 
alone. ” Even luu’ foibl(»H were of Bc,rvi(‘a to me, by giving me 
things to think of In^yond my weary self-retiections. 

“ 1 }xmo He(m luu*. figures 1 beheld is, and is not, my 

(jharlotte — my thirty years’ companion. There is the same 
symmetry of form, though those limbs are rigid which were once 
so gratefully claatie — Imt that yellow masque, with pinched 
features, wliich seems to mock life rather than emulate it, ~ 
can it be the that was once so full of lively expression? 
I will not Icxjk on it again. Anne thinks her little changed, 
because the latest idea she hatl formed of her motlier is m she 
appealed under circumstam^es of extreme |)ain mine go back 
to a period of comimnitive mm. If I write long in this way, 



I shall write down mj resolution, which I should rather write 
up if I could. I wonder how I shall do with the large portion 
of thoughts which were hers for thirty years. I suspect they 
will be hers yet, for a long time at least. But I will not blaze 
cambric and crape in the public eye like a disconsolate widower, 
that most affected of all characters. 

May 18. — Another day, and a bright one to the external 
world, again opens on us ; the air soft, and the flowers smiling, 
and the leaves glittering. They cannot refresh her to whom 
mild weather was a natural enjoyment. Cerements of lead and 
of wood already hold her — cold earth must have her soon. 
But it is not my Charlotte — it is not the bride of my youth, 
the mother of my children, that will be laid among the ruins 
of Dryburgh, which we have so often visited in gaiety and' 
pastime — No! no! She is sentient and conscious of my 
emotions somewhere — somehow: where we cannot tell; how 
we cannot tell ; yet would I not at this moment renounce the 
mysterious yet certain hope that I shall see her in a better 
world, for all that this world can give me. The necessity of this 
separation — that necessity which rendered it even a relief, — 
that and patience must be my comfort. I do not experience 
those paroxysms of grief wMch others do on the same occar 
sion. I can exert myself, and speak even cheerfully with the 
poor girls. But 'alone, or if anything touches me, — the chok- 
ing sensation. I have been to her room : there was no voice in 
it — no stirring ; the pressure of the cofiin was visible on the bed, 
but it had been removed elsewhere ; all was neat, as she loved it, 
but all was calm — calm as death. I remembered the last sight 
of her ; she raised herself in bed, and tried to turn her eyes 
after me, and said, with a sort of smile, ^You all have such 
melancholy faces.^ These were the last words I ever heard 
her utter, and I hurried away, for she did not seem quite 
conscious of what she said ; when I returned, immediately de- 
parting, she was in a deep sleep. It is deeper now. This 
was but seven days since. 

They are arranging the chamber of death — that which was 
long the apartment of connubial happiness, and of whose 
arrangements (better than in richer houses) she was so proud. 
They are treading fast and thick. Bor weeks you could have 
heard a foot-fall. Oh, my God ! 

May 19. — Anne, poor love, is ill with her exertions and 
agitation — cannot walk — and is still hysterical, though less 
so. We speak freely of her whom we have lost, and mix her 
name with our ordinary conversation. This is the rule of 



nature. All primitive people speak of their dead, and I think 
virtuously and wisely. The idea of blotting the names of 
those who are gone out of the language and familiar discourse 
of those to whom they were dearest, is one of the rules of 
ultra-civilisation, which in so many instances strangle natural 
feeling by way of avoiding a painful sensation. The High- 
landers speak of their dead children as freely as of their 
living members — how poor Colin or Robert would have acted 
in such or such a situation. It is a generous and manly tone 
of feeling ; and so far as it may be adopted without affectation 
or contradicting the general habits of society, I reckon on 
observing it. 

May 20. — To-night, I trust, will bring Charles or Lockhart, 
or both. Sophia^s baby was christened on Sunday 14th May, at 
Brighton, by the name of Walter Scott. May God give him 
life and health to wear it with credit to himself and those 
belonging to him ! Melancholy to think that* the next morn- 
ing after this ceremony deprived him of so near a relation! 

May 22. — Lockhart doubtful if Sophia’s health will let 
him be here. Charles arrived last night, much affected, of 
course. Anne had a return of her fainting-fits on seeing him, 
and again upon seeing Mr. Ramsay,^ the gentleman who performs 
the service. I heard him do so with the utmost propriety for 
my late friend, Lady Alvanley,^ the arrangement of whose 
funeral devolved upon me. How little I could guess when, 
where, and with respect to whom, I should next hear those 
solemn words. Well, I am not apt to shrink from that which 
is my duty, merely because it is painful ; but I wish this day 
over. A kind of cloud of stupidity hangs about me, as if all 
were unreal that men seem to be doing and talking about 

May 23. — About an hour before the mournful ceremony of 
yesterday, Walter arrived, having travelled express from Ire- 
land on receiving the news. He was much affected, poor fellow, 
— and no wonder. Poor Charlotte nursed him, and perhaps 
for that reason she was over partial to him. The whole scene 
floats as a sort of dream before me — the beautiful day, the 
grey ruins covered and hidden among clouds of foliage and 
flourish, where the grave, even in the lap of beauty, lay lurk- 
ing, and gaped for its prey. Then the grave looks, the hasty 
important bustle of men with spades and mattocks — the train 
of carriages — the cofELn containing the creature that was so 
long the dearest on earth to me, and whom I was to consign to 

1 The Rev. E. B. Ramsay, now Dean of Edinburgh. 

2 Lady Alvanley died at Edinburgh, in January 1826. 
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ORlTByRSH ABBEY* FROM THE EASl 




after Parliament-Honse. My two girls met me at Torsonce, 
wMcL. was a pleasant surprise, and we returned in the soeiable 
all together. Found everything right and well at Abbotsford 
under the new regime. I again took possession of the family 
bed-room, and my widowed couch. This was a sore trial, but 
it was necessary not to blink such a resolution. Indeed, I did 
not like to have it thought that there is any way in w^hich I 
can be beaten. 

September 12. — I begin to fear Hap. will swell to seven 
volumes. — As I slept for a few minutes in my chair, to which 
I am more addicted than I could wish, I heard, as I thought, 
my poor wife call me by the familiar name of fondness which 
she gave me. My recollections on waking were melancholy 
enough. These be 

‘ The airy tongues that syllable men’s names.’ 


September 13. — Wrote my task in the morning, and there- 
after had a letter from the sage Privy-counsellor He 

proposes to me that I shall propose to the of ^ and 

offers his own right honourable intervention to bring so beauti- 
ful a business to bear. I am struck dumb — absolutely mute 
and speechless — and how to prevent him making me farther 
a fool is not easy, for he has left me no time to assure him of 
the absurdity of what he proposes ; and if he should ever Mnt 
at such a piece of d — d impertittence, what must the lady 
think of my conceit or of my feelings I I will write to Ms pi^- 
ent quarters, however, that he may, if possible, have waraiiig 
not to contiaue tMs absurdity.^^ ^ 

Lady Scott had not been quite four months dead, and the eafey 
of the preceding day shews how extremely ill-timed was tMs com- 
munication, from a gentleman with whom Sir Walter had never 
had any intimacy. Hor will the next entry that I 
diminish this impression. In October he resolv«i to make a 
journey to London and Paris, in both which mpMu he had 
reason to expect important material would ^ submitfed to 
him as the biographer of Hapoleon. At starting he wri^»: 

“ October 11. — We are ingenious self-tormentop. TMs Journey 
annoys me more than anything of the kind in my iife.^ My 
wife’s figure seems to stand before me, and her voice is in ny 
ears — ‘ Scott, do not go.’ It half frightens me. 
bing at my heart, and a disposition to be yery sick. It is just 


1 This was not the only proposition of the kind that 
his widowhood. In the pr^nt case there was very high rank and aa 


ample fortune. 



3 effect of so many feelings whicli liad been lulled ^ ^ 3 

5 uniformity of my life, but which awaken on any 1 1 1 i 

t of agitation. Poor, poor Charlotte!!' I cannot wi 

‘ther. I get incapable of arranging my papers too- 
out for half an hour. God relieve me !” ^ 

Eis expedition was a very seasonable relief ; nor wb>s i t 
pointed as to its direct object. By the kindness of ^ 

5t, Colonial Secretary of State, and the Under-se<3X'Otii^ 
Wilmot Horton and Mr. Robert Hay (who wexo iV 

ihed friends of his), he had access to many unpxxlx 1 ^ ^ 
iuments preserved in Downing Street, and copious ^ , 

re prepared under his directions. The Duke of yV ^ ^ ^ 

,s good enough to give him a MS. commentary of his <-> ^ ^ ,^4. 

i Russian campaign, and many hours of confidential ooxx v €3 f ^ 
n respecting other parts of Buonaparte’s military histi o x*y - 
ris he was treated with equal kindness by Marshal * 

bh whom he had become acquainted a few years bef oxro^ “W 1 1 
i Marshal visited his paternal kindred in Scotlan( 3 - ^ 
lers, Sir Walter’s constant friend, Hector M^DoxiB/l^-i 
anan. In both cities he was received with the mos'ti iitixrR 
;ention. The deep and respectful sympathy with -wlii h * 
sfortunes, and gallant behaviour under them, had. r 

cded by all classes of men at home and abroad, wa.s | , 

me to his perception in a way not to be mistaken. pH* i x lu * » ; 
had the satisfaction of settling his son Charleses clc^nt i*»> 
3 King personally undertaking that as soon as he h.a.cT I * 

3d at Oxford, he should be launched in the diploxoixi>i<* * 
ie. I must confine myself to a very few extracts £* r<>xxx f t 
ary — which will illustrate, among other things, ±;lxo inxtii 
his society on this occasion. 

“Windsor, October 20 . — Commanded down to pass €lz%:y ^ 
indsor. The Lodge in the Porest, though ridiculodL * 

isseurs, seems to be no bad specimen of a royal ro-fcixM 
d is delightfully situated. A kind of cottage, too | »#’ 

ps for the style, but yet so managed that in the ^ >* < 

ly see parts of it at once, and these well composed a.xxcl ^i*t tti 
g with the immense trees. His Majesty receivecL %% il 

e same mixture of kindness and courtesy which Ixsts thl 
stinguished his conduct towards me. There was no ooxii | »i% t 
sides the royal retinue — Lady Conyngham — heir cit xt 1 1 * 

■ and two or three other ladies. After we left Lltti! 

IS excellent music by the royal band, who lay ambxxslxc^cl 1 1» 
een-house adjoining the apartment- The King mat < 3.0 tt%m t 
iside him, and talk a great deal — too much perhaps — — for 1 


has tlie art of raising one’s spirits, and making yon forget the 
relenue whicli is prudent everywhere, especially at court. But 
ho convex'ses himself with so much ease and elegance, that you 
lose thoughts of the prince in admiring the well-bred and ac- 
complished gentleman. He is in many respects the model of a 
British Monarch — has little inclination to try experiments on 
government otherwise than through his Ministers — sincerely, 

I believe, desires the good of his subjects — is kind towards 
the distressed, and moves and speaks ^ every inch a king.’ I 
am sure such a man is fitter for ns than one who would long to 
head armies, or be perpetually intermeddling with la grande 
politique. A sort of reserve, which creeps on him daily, and 
prevents his going to places of public resort, is a disadvantage, 
and prevents his being so generally popular as is earnestly to 
be desired. This, I think, was much increased by the behav- 
iour of the rabble in the brutal insanity of the Queen’s trial, 
when John Bull, meaning the best in the world, made such a 
beastly figure. — Fall-Mall^ October 21. — Walked in the morn- 
ing with ^ir William Knighton, and had much confidential 
chatj not fit to be here set down, in case of accidents. Re- 
turn od to a hasty dinner at Lockhart’s, and then hurried away 
to see lionest Dan Terry’s theatre, called the Adelphi. The 
heat was dreadful, and Anne so unwell that she was obliged to 
bo carried into Terry’s house, — a curious dwelling no larger 
than a squirrel’s cage, which he has contrived to squeeze out of 
the vacant space of the theatre, and which is accessible by a most 
complicated combination of staircases and small passages. 
There we had rare good porter and oysters after the play.’^ 
Sir Walter returned from Paris about the middle of the ensu- 
ing month — and his progress from London homewards is indi- 
cated in the following entries : — Oxford, November 21. — 
Ik'eakf asted with Charles in his chambers at Brazen-nose, where 
he liad everything very neat. How pleasant it is for a father 
to sit at his child’s board ! It is like the aged man reclining 
under the shadow of the oak which he has planted. My poor 
plant has some storms to undergo, but were this expedition con- 
duciv© to no more than his entrance into life under suitable aus- 
pices, X should consider the toil and the expense well bestowed. 

Mov. 23. — Slept at Macclesfield. As we came in between 

ten and eleven, the people of the inn expressed surprise at our 
travelling so late, as the general distress of the manufacturers 
has rendered many of the lower classes desperately outrageous. 
— Nov. 24. Breakfasted at Manchester;— pressed on — and by 
dint of exertion reached Kendal to sleep ; thus getting out ot 
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lisr iri:5<*i5 «'! f bi’ iillWi»||t'H| iirllt’ii-'i'''r ?i, v«»il 
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^lir Witll*<r rMlitklifsiii'**! m si inTijr-iks'-l III W'lilki'r 

It Iwniig iiii|N»f**ul4»’ |btr k; ‘i 4;in|,4»ti^r iilmip 

III llii^ roillllrv, iiJi4 th*’ nf li-i'i .dl.iU'ft m.ii iiiiirli 

llfii**lii»riiti'i| ili4l li*'* 4i4 si«»l i! til r.irrv llsr 
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tn^PIl ilitrillg tfiP |irwiM|isi|t 44il iiiriii r.if*4\ 4iiiitiJ,; ;4*rp4il» 

PIP6}lt. wtlli «WI«^ Wf I-W'IJ tlllllllilU^ fi'iPliib, kiMilllr lit I II giiufl* 
fftwty riwitiiiii ifvpil n *it housp nil tiip wliili*, m 

flMlii Itt* »ltillkfi«it gfvitl S»ilin <Ptp*n||li Ui Itiis'i^ rtfrrt, 

ttnliy iiliy *il||i*r 1111111 ’# litlMfiir#^ mhHhm- nflkn.il **r hlnnri ^ from 
«if rlnniltlltlsstll, wlur'li h* lit'pSl 

ttittfi tiii Itiiii liy lli« wp% ui iiiiP ui liin Frtm»‘l4 si«4ii, niiil 

Itii Illiri rtitiliiiiit, s^nrionn iii4$rnlioii.* limf ioinii 
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rimil fif ii«n? liiHikfi. nr lur nums aimiBcnueiit, waB (kxue by 
HfiitUiiinH ill tlin rnur.u* u| lii.s lunabs; jiiiti t.n walk, when be 
rtitiiil walk at nil, In ibr Parliaiiuaii'-l ImiHi* and bac’Jc again, 
liirtnigli Iht’ Prmi'rV StriMd. (iartbniH, was bin <mly exereine and 
liiii iiuly r«daxaf mu, Kvnry uiliufut, td‘ vvhabwin*' mirt, ended in 
aggravating Ida laineiu'HH ; anti, [H*r!iapH, the Hev('n»Hi ttmt bis 
|dii|i»‘y*|»l}y eneiHiniered wan the ftuding of bedily belplessneHH 
tliai frum wet4 in week erept njani him. The wintin*, to make 
lnnl wurae, wuB a very etild and ntormy oiu^. growing 

ivliiggiHlineaB of bin blood Hbinvt^d itnelf in ehilblain.s, not only 
till the tVei blit the lingerH, ami bin handwriting heeoineH more 
anti more eniiuftetl ami etmftmi'ti. 

lit* Hjieiit a few dnyH at Abboinford at ( dirintmaH, and Boveral 
yittring the Hiring vatmiion ; but the frecjnent. Saturday 
exeiiffiioim were now out of tin* (|m‘Htion — if for uo otlier rett- 
aoit» on aeeount of the quantity of bookH whieh hi^ munt have 
by liiiii while working at bin l^apoleom He nayn on the doth 
of in*r«mdier hartl. Last day of an eventful year ; 

iiiueli m i! am! Htmie gtiod, but t'HjH*eialiy the. courage to en- 
dure what lAirtiim* BmnlH, without lN‘eoming a |U|h^ for her 
fitigtn’n. It in Ntt( the iant clay of tint year; hut to-morrow bo- 
iiig Hiindiiy* wc^ hold our fc‘Htlval to-day. The KergUBHOiiB 
eiime, iiml we hud the uHual iijqdiam*eH of mirth and good 
tdn^f^r. Vet our party, like the ehariotrWheelB of Pharaoh in 
the lied Hea, draggetl himvilv.™ It inuHt be allowed that the 
regidiir reuurrinme of atmuiu fewtivalH among the name indi 
vhltiiib hiia, iia life adviuieeH, Hoinething in it that is melan 
etioly. We meet like the mirvivorH of aome perilmiH coepedition 
watiiiided and weakmied ourBcdveu, and looking through dimin 
iilied mnkB to t-hink of thewe who arc^ no more. Or they ar< 
like llie feiiatu of the (JuribH, in whicdi they held that tlie |)ah 
iiiid njieeeltlffBi phantonm of the d(mea«ed appeared and minglec 
with ilte living. Yet where ahall we i\y from vain repining’ 
•--™tir why nhoiild we give up the comfort of seeing our friandi 
t«miiiiiie ilir^y c*an no longer he to ns, or we to them, what w 
■ciiiee were in eiwdi oilier?’* 

On again quitting Tweedside after the spring holidays (1827^' 
ihti I bury him : — ** I never could help atlmiring the eoneateni 
ttfiii Iwiwi'^en AliithopcdV setting his house in order and harq 
tug liiiiiwdf,* The om* scauim to follow the other as a matter c 
fuiitriie. Hut wliiit fright4ms and disgusts me is those fepfi 
lotleri from tliiiso who have Immi long deiul, to tliose who iingi 
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on their wayfare through the valley of tears. Those fine 
lines of Spencer came into my head — 

‘ The shade of youthful Hope is there, 

That lingered long, and latest died ; 

Ambition all dissolved to air, 

With phantom Honours by his side. 

What empty shadows glimmer nigh ? 

They once were Priendship, Truth, and Love ! 

Oh I die to thought, to memory die, 

Since lifeless to my heart ye prove.’ ^ 

Ay, and can I forget the author — the frightful moral of his 
own vision ? What is this world ? — a dream within a dream : 
as we grow older, each step is an awakening. The youth awakes, 
as he thinks, from childhood — the full-grown man despises the 
pursuits of youth as visionary — the old man looks on manhood 
as a feverish dream. The grave the last sleep ? No ; it is the 
last and final awakening. 

Edinburgh^ May 15. — It is impossible not to compare this 
return to Edinburgh with others in more happy times. But 
we should rather recollect under what distress of mind I took 
up my lodgings in Mrs. Brown’s last summer. — Went to Court 
and resumed old habits. Heard the true history of } Im- 

agination renders us liable to be the victims of occasional low 
spirits. All belonging to this gifted, as it is called, but often 
unhappy class, must have felt, that but for the dictates of relig- 
ion, or the natural recoil of the mind from the idea of dissolu- 
tion, there have been times when they would have been willing 
to throw away life as a child does a broken toy. I am sure I 
know one who has often felt so. O G-od ! what are we ? — 
Lords of nature ? — Why, a tile drops from a house-top, which an 
elephant would not feel more than the fall of a sheet of paste- 
board, and there lies his lordship. Or something of inconceiv- 
ably minute origin — the pressure of a bone, or the inflamma- 
tion of a particle of the brain — takes place, and the emblem of 
the Deity destroys himself or some one else. We hold our 
health and our reason on terms slighter than one would desire, 
were it m their choice, to hold an Irish cabin.” 

These are melancholy entries. Most of those from which 
they have been selected begin withE. for Eheumatism, or E. E. 
for Eheumatism redoubled, and then mark the number of leaves 

1 “Poems by the late Honourable W. E. Spencer,” p. 46. 

2 Sir Walter had this morning heard of the suicide of a man of warm 
imagination, to whom, at an earlier period, he was much attached. 



Hf’til t.ii IIh* !.<>(! for proHs — or 

flio r?i|rul:if looH oii wlurli 1 h» iiuulc' Up bin uiiiid to 

flu* Lilo i4 lituouipart.o t’roiu hIk to Hoviui^ from Bovon to 
t’udit. uiiit tiiiiilly fnnn oight t<» uiiu‘ thirk a-iul <*loH(‘ly-printe(l 

MiiruiK till* intrly liuaiihHof IH’JT, hownvor, ho 0 x 0 , 0 , uhal vari- 
oiift iiiinMr IriiolMiilBo: for tlio Quurtoriy lh‘viov\% an artiolo on 
.^iark»ui/io a Lifo and Workn of John Homo, author of I>oug« 
hoi/' w lilt'll in farf., a riuh ohaptor of Koot-t’s own oa.rly riuni- 
iioif'oiii’io4, iinil givoH many intoroBling akotoinss of tlu^ littnairy 
mmnHy Ilf Hofttliiml in tlm ago of whioh Maokouzit^ was tlui lant 
liiifiiiiirotl ridio; ■■ ■■ and for iho Ktuadgn QuarUu'ly Itoviow, tlion 
tiintly niarti’d tindor (ht^ odihirahip of Mr. It. P. (lillioH, an iu- 
goiiioii'4 and 4dulH.iraio papor on tin* wriUngs of tho, (lorman 
liiividn-ii llidfinaii. dliiH articdo, it in propm* to oh.sm'Vis wan a 
inuiidaotion to !V|r. UillioH* whoao pcamniary a.ft’airH nmdorad 
aanintanoo vory tioHirahlo, Sooti'a gonorosity in thin mat- 
tor iur it waaoxartly giving a poor hrotluu* author L.lOO at 
I hr- i^\|nmno of ooiiMidorahlo filin' and drudgi'ry to hiniHcdf — I 
ihmk It no. oHHary tomontimi; tin' dait' of ilu' oxmi ion laapiirt's 
It «»l‘ mo Hut aiioh* in faot, had lu'on in numlH'rloBH iimtanccB 
.liifi iiiolliod of aorving lilorary poraouH who luul litth' or no 
I'laim oil him, oxoigif. that thoy worn of that olasB. I havo not 
runrinvod it, didirato to BpiH’ify many thingH of this kind; but 
t iiiii a! Iiftoriy to atati', that, vvlnm h<’ wroto his first articdc,^ for 
flio Kiiryolopiodia Hnpplmimni* and tlm nditor of that work, Ml*. 
.M,arvov Nii|.m^r Ca Whig in politioH, and with whom ho had 
hardly any piu'aonai atsptainianoo), brought him LJOO im his 
rrmiiiii-nition, Sir Waltor said ■■ ** Now tcdl mo frankly, if I 
iliifi’i iukp ihiii iiioimy, dm^H it go into your pookot or your pul)- 
lifilirr’fi ? for It. is iiiipossihlo for iiu' to m’oo[it a ponny of it 
from II liH^rary hroilmr/’ iMr. Napii'r asHurud him that tho 
iirriiiiiimiitnil.w of ilm work worn atmh, that tin* mlitor had noth- 
liiil 1.41 till with tlm fund doHiimnl for (’outributiouH. Scott than 
|nwki4i4il Ilia duo, with tlio olmorvation, that** ho had tr(H,‘.H to 
|iliiiii, liini lit) tHiiifttuonoo as to tho purno of his fat frioml’’“— 
li* wit* lhiii.fiiiihto. 

At Iliifi imrioil, i!m Kdinimrgh Ihary very mddoin moutions 
itiiyiliiiig ifiiii oiiiild ciUbd a tlinnor»party. Skmm ho often 
“ km gtitsl Samaritan i ** ho was now tln^ usual (sunpanlon 
tif whiilovor walks lio wiw willing or ahlo to indulgo im lie 

iifiii liw iliiiigtiti*r parhwik goiioridly omm in every week the 
faiiiilf liiiuil of Mr. amt Mrs. Hketio; and thtw did the like 
Iir-riii 4 iiii«ii!v Willi II few other old friends, iddefiy theme of tlie 



Clerk^s table. When an exception occurs, it is easy to see that 
the scene of social gaiety was doubly grateful from its rarity. 
Thus one entry, referring to a party at Mr. J. A. Murray’s, ’• 
says — met Jeffrey, Oockburn, Rutherfurd, and others of 
that file. Very pleasant — capital good cheer and excellent 
wine — much laugh and fun. I do not know how it is, but 
when I am out with a party of my Opposition friends, the day 
is often merrier than when with oui* own set. Is it because 
they are cleYcrer? Jeffrey and Harry Cockburn are to be 
sure very extraordinary men ; yet it is not owing to that en- 
tirely. I believe both parties meet with the feeling of some- 
thing like novelty — we have not worn out our jests in daily 
contact. There is also a disposition on such occasions to be 
courteous, and of course to be pleased.” Another evening, 
spent in Bose Court, seems to have given him especial delight. 
He says — wrote hard till dressing time, when I went to 
Will Clerk’s to dinner. As a bachelor, and keeping a small 
establishment, he does not do these things often, but they are 
proportionally pleasant when they come round. He had trusted 
Sir Adam to bespeak Ms dinner, who did it co?^ amore, so we 
had excellent cheer, and the wines were various and capital. 
As I before hinted, it is not every day that ab mounts on 
horseback,^ and so our landlord had a little of that solicitude 
that the party should go oiBf well, which is very flattering to 
the guests. We had a very pleasant evening. The Chief- 
Commissioner was there, Admiral Adam, J. A. Murray, Tom 
Thomson, &c. &c., — Sir Adam predominating at the head, and 
dancing what he calls his merry-andrada in great style. In 
short, we really laughed, and real laughter is a thing as rare 
as real tears. I must say, too, there was a heart — a kindly 
feeling prevailed over the parly. Can London give such a 
dinner ? — it may, but I never saw one — they are too cold and 

critical to be easily pleased. 1 hope the Bannatyne Club 

will be really useful and creditable. Thomson is superintend- 
ing a capital edition of Sir James Melville’s Memoirs. It is 
brave to see how he wags Ms Scots tongue, and what a differ- 
ence there is in the form and firmness of the language, com- 
pared to the mincing English edition in which he has hitherto 
been alone known.” 

1 He T3ecame Lord Advocate, and afterwards a Judge of the Court of 
Session, by the title of Lord Murray. 

2 That singular personae, the late M‘Nah of that ilk, spent his life 
almost entirely in. a district where a boat was the usual conveyance. I 
suspect, however, that there is an allusion to some particular anecdote 
which I have not recovered. 



Ni» wiimlt^r tliiii it.KlHfuhl ho a vollot' from liiumaparte 
iiiiii lf» Hi'i* M'Na]> on Inowhaok, ami Sir Adam .Fer- 

ITiimmoii ill UiH iiiorry'umirmla oxaliatiom ami lauKh over old 
Hooftdi with tho (1iioh-( ‘ommiHsioimr, and hear Mr, 

Hioiii'iM ro|Hiri proK^M'SH an to the doingg of tho 

llafifialy iifM diih. Ihit I aoprehcud every reader will nee that 
Hir Walter wiw minh^d hy luH tivvn mod(‘Hty, when he doubted 
whether liomiou eouhl afford nym ponia of ‘tlie Hamc' sort ffe 
fon^eiH lliiti he luid never mixtnl in the Hoeiety of London 
iit^ t!i«^ eapaeity of a Ht.ranger, a rare vinitor, the nn- 
rividlial literary marvel <d* the titms ami that every party at 
wliirji he dined waa^K^it np expresnly on hia ac'.eount, and eon- 
itiitil-ed. wlioever miglit he the lamlhnal, on the natural priu- 
eifile fit lirininnK" to^etlier an many an the* table could hold — 
tii nvo and hear Sir Walter Heott. ‘ lienee, if lie dined with a 
MiiiiMter id State, he wan likely tc) find hiniHelf Hi^aied with 
hiilf the i’lihitnd, if with a lUnhop, lialf the Bench Inul been 
ctilleeied. Ah a matter of eourne, every man wan atixious to 
Ifratify cm ho rare nn oemiHion, an matiy an In^ eonld of those 
wlifc, in ruHt* liiey Were iininviitnl, would Ih‘. likely to reproach 
him for tin* omini-uon. 'rin* nandt wan a. erowding together of 
too many rival emimnieeH; uml he very seddom, indeed, wdtr 
mwed the delightfid rc’HultHo eoimiantly produced in London 
hy the iniermiiigting of distingniHlnHl perHouHof various elasseB, 
full of farts and views new to each (itlier - ‘and neither ehilled 
nor jierpteKed hy the pernieioUH and degrading trickery of 
lionising, Ihit litHsideH, it. was tinfair to institute any com- 
parison tad. ween the noeiedy of eomparative strangers and that 
of idtl friendii dear from hoyhtxHl. He could not have his 
rierkfi and FcTituaHonH both in Falinhnrgh and in London, 
Ihioiiidi, tii»wc»v«n% of eonummtary on a vtuy plain text. 

HiHOton was furtln'r enli vernal by one ptddhi dinner, 
iiiel t.liiH, tliMUidi v«»ry briefly mdieiul in HcotFs Diary, occupied 
II large 14 par 1^ in public* attention at the time*, and, I believe I 
liiiiy iiiliL several eolumiiH in every mnvspaper in Kurope. IHb 
griifii friend William Murray, mauagi*r of tlie Edinburgh Tbeiir 
t*r«% ifiviieil him to pr»*Hide at the first festival of a cdiaritable 
ftiiiil fur iltH’ayiHl performers. He iigreial, and on Friday tho 
IMii Fidirnary torh tla^ cdiair, being HUpfioried by ihe^ Earl of 
Fift% lioril Meadowbank, Hir dohn Hope of Finkie, Admiral 
Atliiiiii lltibnd Diimlas of Arniston, /VOt Eob(ud,Hou, and many 
cillier fwrioiiid frimtds. Lord Meadowbank had come on short 
tiiilic«s liiitl wiiH iwkixl abruptly cm his arrival to take a toast 
wliieti liiicl bwii diiatiniid for a noble person wlm had not been 
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k’M-u fii.i! tliS^ w.i.^ tlp^ tirnl. |s!|l*ll*' itiiili«‘r 
at niiah = - Mka-. f .*t ih*’ lai 4 a|i|Maiir*l liia liiiM 

, .M»4 f.ji, lua liiiii tli ihi* iiuf *l4i , iiaiii’il liiiii 

ivli-flli'l h r U 0111*1 lio'il »■» it It'll n ill?*- 

f!ii*‘i rr li-rr-ia'r Ut iIm’ |h»r*4i!4i|*’ till’ Wii'Vi^iii^y Ni»vi4.», Hir 
W alfi'f .niisrir«i» aiiil Niiul, ’* Ito m yi*H liki' --laiily iiiiit*t 

aa\' iinirli iiliMiii :'s<s ii. ?^!*»ry 1 11 IIh'^ ri»iir.;ii' iif 

lilj.» till* *fsi«||..'r 4 rrur 4 lllgly, 

I tt-niM I'* *i.;4r- ji fo;|H’ lh«' ].»••. s.’’^ • »!,<' I'.i 

'I hr liiiU' -r h<- 4 ! -h- a i ?• 1 ■ -•■■■> i i. h,^; l-xm 

rl**iUT«| Jin4 ihr t ' is I. u- • v% Js Mi<- m ■ ; .-ii s * 1 -■! 

liMiil 'llir f|li|.^||ly tth-> li.Vi k.4-'k •Usr n!J*Sjl . >1' 

illjul ll|> 041 ' . 15 * 4 }?: 151 nu 4 -ri Ujr uo-ji iht- in.uai*'-*:} of 

lilil-) ft wllilii IlilVt'' InKill 4 53 f 41 s».i-» 1 -r’» r 4 l« <l tfir iin»l fJir 

hiatrl» <*f l?l» iif|rrHs»Siii1r .Mhisaina r 4vrii \V«': f.* lani, 

im il |M’ 0 |i|r. il liirg*-’ lin'4 <h hi *4 ||r || U h.ift «*|« 

t4i llir' griili*! iit }4 , ii iii 

in hifti lllltl W#' *iWr’ Ihtsi »*ui .%ii4 Ulnjil'i i. hafr 

iibillllltHi il flllUl* l|4 »'oahiir4| ».> ih*' houii^hif ^ >'i '.i 

|''li|||i|iarilliv*''ly nliwillr- i-MUJilS i hr il in %iih-' Is4.n r rv^mlAh 

lis»tl «»ll »'*ar hsilirjuiil rhai .O' aa . luol r4 mij Sr^a.l.iirtl }»n irni^'f inhiihlr 
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^xception of quotations, there is not a single word that was not derived 
from myself, or suggested in the course of my reading. The wand is now 
oroken, and the book buried. You will allow me further to say, with 
i^rospero, it is your breath that has filled my sails, and to crave one single 
toast in the capacity of the author of these novels. I would fain dedicate 
a bumper to the health of one who has represented several of those char- 
acters, of which I had endeavoured to give the skeleton, with a truth and 
liveliness for which I may well be grateful. I beg leave to propose the 
liealth of my friend Bailie Nicol Jarvie — and I am sure, that when the 
author of Waverley and Rob Roy drinks to Mcol Jarvie, it will be re- 
ceived with the just applause to which that gentleman has always been 
accustomed, — nay, that you will take care that on the present occasion 
it shall be pro — di — oi — ous I ” (Long and vehement applause.) 

Mr. Mackay. — My conscience ! My worthy father the deacon could 
never have believed that his son would hae sic a compliment paid to him 
by the Great Unknown 1 ” 

Sir Walter Scott. — “ The Small Known now, Mr. Bailie ! ” 

The reader may, perhaps, expect that I should endeavour 
to name the upwards of twenty persons whom Sir Walter 
alluded to on this occasion as having been put into the secret 
of the Waverley Novels, previously, and without reference, to 
tbe catastrophe of 1826. I am by no means sure that I can 
give the complete list : but in addition to immediate members 
of the author^s own family — (including his mother and his 
brother Thomas) — there were Constable, Gadell, the two Bal- 
lantynes — two persons employed in the printing-office, namely, 
Daniel M^Corkindale and Daniel Eobertson — Mr. Terry, Mr. 
Daidlaw, Mr. Train, and Mr. G. H. Gordon — Charles Duke of 
Buccleuch, Lady Louisa Stuart, Lord Montagu, Lord and Lady 
Polwarth, Lord Kinnedder, Sir Adam Fergusson, Mr. Morritt, 
Mr. and Mrs. Skene, Mr. William Clerk, Mr. Eose, Mr. Hay 
Donaldson, Mr. Thomas Shortreed, Mr. John Eichardson, and 
Mr. Thomas Moore. 

We now reach the completion of that severe task — the Life 
of Napoleon: and following instantly, the commencement of 
the charming Tales of a Grandfather. 

Diary, — June 5. — Proofs. Parliament-House till two. 
Commenced the character of Buonaparte. To-morrow being a 
Teind-day, I may hope to get it finished. — June 10. — Eose 
•with the odd consciousness of being free of my daily task. I 
have heard that the fish-women go to church of a Sunday 
with their creels new washed, and a few stones in them for 
ballast, just because they cannot walk steadily without their 
usual load. I feel something like them, and rather inclined to 
«.take np some light task, than to be altogether idle. I have my 
proof-sheets, to be sure; but what are these to a whole day ? 
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tio rcliovc liiiHj and dictatsd wliils I wrot©. I liav© pcrforniBd 
tlie sara6 service to several other persons, most of whom 
walked up and down the apartment while excogitating what 
was to be committed to writing; they sometimes stopt, too, 
and, like those who fail in a leap and return upon their course 
to take the advantage of another race, endeavoured to hit 
■upon something additional by perusing over my shoulder what 
was already set down, — mending a phrase, perhaps, or recast- 
ing a sentence, till they should recover their wind. Kone of 
these aids were necessary to Sir Walter : his thoughts flowed 
easily and felicitously, without any difficulty to lay hold of 
them, or to fi.nd appropriate language ; which was evident by 
the absence of all solicitude (miseria cogitandi) from his coun- 
tenance. He sat in his chair, from which he rose now and then, 
took a volume from the book-case, consulted it, and restored it 
to the shelf — all without intermission in the current of ideas, 
which continued to be delivered with no less readiness than if 
his mind had been wholly occupied with the words he was 
uttering. It soon became apparent to me, however, that he 
was carrying on two distinct trains of thought, one of which 
was already arranged, and in the act of being spoken, while at 
the same time he was in advance considering what was after- 
wards to be said. This I discovered by his sometimes intro- 
ducing a word which was wholly out of place — entertained 
instead of denied, for example, — but which I presently found 
to belong to the next sentence, perhaps four or five lines 
farther on, which he had been preparing at the very moment 
that he gave me the words of the one that preceded it. Ex- 
temporaneous orators of course, and no doubt many writers, 
think as rapidly as was done by Sir Walter ; but the mind is 
wholly occupied with what the lips are uttering or the pen is 
tracing. I do not remember any other instance in which it 
could be said that two threads were kept hold of at once — 
connected with each other indeed, but grasped at different 
points. 

The Life of Buonaparte, then, was at last pubhshed about 
the middle of June 1827. Two years had elapsed since ^ott 
began it ; but, by a careful comparison of dates, I have arriv^ 
at the conclusion that, his expeditions to Ireland and Paris, 
and the composition of novels and critical miscellanies, being 
duly allowed for, the historical task occupied hardly more t^ 
twelve months. The book was closely printed ; in f^t, u it 
had been printed on the original model of his novels, the Life 
of Buonaparte would have filled from thirteen to fourteen voi- 



umes: the work of one twelvemonth — done in the midst of 
pain, sorrow, and ruin. 

The general curiosity with which it was expected, and the 
satisfaction with which high and candid minds perused it, can- 
not be better described than in the words of the author’s most 
illustrious literary contemporary. 

“ Walter Scott ” says Goethe, ‘‘passed his childhood among the stir- 
ring scenes of the American War, and was a youth of seventeen or eighteen 
when the Trench Eevolution broke out. Now well advanced in the fifties, 
having all along been favourably placed for observation, he proposes to 
lay before us his views and recollections of the important events through 
which he has lived. The richest, the easiest, the most celebrated narrator 
of the century, undertakes to write the history of his own time. 

“ What expectations the announcement of such a work must have ex- 
cited in me, will be understood by any one who remembers that I, twenty 
years older than Scott, conversed with Paoli in the twentieth year of my 
age, and with Napoleon himself in the sixtieth. 

“ Through that long series of years, coming more or less into contact 
with the great doings of the world, I failed not to think seriously on what 
was passing around me, and, after my own fashion, to connect so many 
extraordinary mutations into something like arrangement and interde- 
pendence. 

“ What could now be more delightful to me, than leisurely and calmly 
to sit down and listen to the discourse of such a man, while clearly, truly, 
and with all the skill of a great artist, he recalls to me the incidents on 
which through life I have meditated, and the influence of which is still 
daily in operation ? ” — Kunst und Altherthim. 

The lofty impartiality with wMcb Scott treats the personal 
character of Buonaparte, was of course sure to make all ultrar 
politicians both at home and abroad condemn his representa- 
tion; and an equally general and better founded exception 
was taken to the lavish imagery of his historical style. He 
despised the former clamour — to the latter he bowed submis- 
sive. He could not, whatever character he might wish to as- 
sume, cease to be one of the greatest of poets. Metaphorical 
illustrations, which men born with prose in their souls hunt 
for painfully, and find only to murder, were to him the natural 
and necessary offspring and playthings of ever-teeming fancy. 
He could not write a note to his printer — he could not speak 
to himself in his Diary — without introducing them. Tew will 
say that Ms historical style is, on the whole, excellent — none 
that it is perfect ; but it is completely unaffected, and therefore 
excites nothing of the unpleasant feeling with which we con- 
sider the elaborate artifices of a far greater historian — the 
greatest that our literature can boast — Gibbon. The rapidity 
of the execution infers many inaccuracies as to minor matters 
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of fact ; but it is nevertlieless true that no inaccuracy affecting 
the character of the book as a fair record of great events^ has 
to this hour been detected by the malevolent ingenuity of 
Jacobin or Buonapartist. Even the most hostile examiners 
were obliged to acknowledge that the gigantic career of their 
idol had been traced, in its leading features, with wonderful 
truth and* spirit. ISTo civilian, it was universally admitted, had 
ever before described modern battles and campaigns with any 
approach to his daring and comprehensive felicity. The pub- 
lic, ever unwilling to concede a new species of honour to a name 
already covered with distinction, listened eagerly for a while to 
the indignant reclamations of nobodies, whose share in mighty 
transactions had been omitted, or slightly misrepresented ; but, 
ere long, all these pompous rectifications were summed up — 
and found to constitute nothing but a contemptible monument 
of self-deluding vanity. The work, devoured at first with 
breathless delight, had a shade thrown over it for a time by 
the pertinacious blustering of these angry Lilliputians ; but it 
has now enierged, slowly and surely, from the mist of suspicion 
— and few, whose opinions deserve much attention, hesitate 
to avow their conviction that, whoever may be the Polybius 
of the modern Hannibal, posterity will recognise his Livy in 
Scott. 

Woodstock, as we have seen, placed upwards of L.8000 in 
the hands of Sir Walter’s creditors. The hTapoleon (first and 
second editions) produced for them a sum which it even now 
startles nae to mention, — L.18,000. As by the time the his- 
torical work was published, nearly half of the First Series of 
Chronicles of the Canongate had been written, it is obvious 
that the amount to which Scott’s literary industry, from the 
close of 1825, to the 10th of June 1827, had diminished his 
debt, cannot be stated at less than L.28,000. Had health 
been spared him, how soon must he have freed himself from 
all his encumbrances I 



CHAPTEE Xy. 


Death of Constable — ControYersy with. Gourgaud — Excursion to Dur- 
ham — Puhlication of the Chronicles of the Canongate and Tales of a 
Grandfather — Beligious Discourses — Pair Maid .of Perth — Anne of 
Geierstein — Threatening of Apoplexy — Death of Thomas Purdie, 
1827-1829. 

M.Y wife and I spent tlie summer of 1827^ partly at a sea- 
bathing place near Edinburgh, and partly in Eoxburghshire. 
The arrival of his daughter and her children at Portobello 
was a source of constant refreshment to Scott during June; 
for every other day he came down and dined there, and strolled 
about afterwards on the beach ; thus interrupting, beneficially 
for his health, and I doubt not for the result of his labours 
also, the new custom of regular night-work, or, as he called it, 
of serving double-tides. When the Court released him, and he 
returned to Abbotsford, his family did what they could to keep 
him to his ancient evening habits ; but nothing was so useful 
as the presence of his invalid grandson. The poor child was 
at this time so far restored as to be able to sit his pony again ; 
and Sir Walter, who had, as the reader has observed, conceived, 
the very day he finished Napoleon, the notion of putting to- 
gether a series of Tales on the history of Scotland, somewhat 
in the manner of Mr. Croker^s on that of England, rode daily 
among the woods with his ^^Hugh Littlejohn,^^ and told the 
story, and ascertained that it suited the comprehension of boy- 
hood, before he reduced it to writing. Sibyl Grey had been 
dismissed in consequence of the accident at the Catrail ; and 
he had now stooped his pride to a sober, steady creature, of 
very humble blood ; “dun, with black mane and legs ; by name 
Douce Davie, alias the Covenanter. This, the last of his steeds, 
by the way, had been previously in the possession of a jolly old 
laird near Peebles, and acquired a distinguished reputation by 
its skill in carrying him home safely when drunk. Douce 
Davie, on such occasions, accommodated himself to the swerv- 
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llttiir influitntsn m I wa*# iiiiirli »lrirk 

wliicili full tmm liitii iiii iliin iiiibii^^ it ilwirt 
Afb*r iintiitiiiiiing nn nrrkb'^tit whirli hutl 


pUuiHuro of a visit toliis dangliter in London, he then added — 
* I have had as much happiness in my time as most men, and I 
numt not c.omplaiu now/ I said, that whatever had been his 
nlnua^ of hap[>iu(‘ss, no man could have laboured better for it. 
He answered"— ' I consider the capacity to labour as part of 
th(^ liappiiH'Ss I have enjoyed/ 

A snbstitnte for walking, whicli he always very cheerfully 
us(‘(l, and wliicJi at last became his only resource for any dis- 
i-aut (^.xcursion, was a ride in a four-wlieeled open carriage, 
holding four persons, but not absolutely limited to that miinbeu' 
on an emergency. Tame as this exercise might be in compari- 
son with riding on horseback, or with walking under propitious 
t'nxHimstane.es, yet as lie was rolled along to Melrose, or Bow- 
liill, or Yair, his spirits always freshened; the air, the sounds, 
tlie familiar yet romantic scenes, wakened up all the poetry of 
his thoughts, and ha])py were they who heard it resolve itself 
into wonls. At the sight of certain objects — for example, in 
passing the grenm fouiulations of the little chapel of Lindean, 
where the body of the ^ Dark Knight of Liddesdale^ was de- 
posittul on its way to Melrose, — it woidd, I suppose, have 
hetni impossible for him, unless with a companion hopelessly 
imsuHce]:)tiblo or preoccupied, to forl)ear some passing com- 
ment, some harping (if tlie word may be favourably used) on 
tlie tradition of the place. This was, perhaps, what he called 
4)estowing his tediousness;’ but if any one could think these 
effusions tedious becaxise they often broke forth, such a man 
might have objected against the rushing of the Tweed, or th© 
stirring of the trees in the wind, or atiy other natural melody, 
that he had heard the same thing before. 

Home days of my visit were marked by an almost perpet- 
tial confinement to the house; the rain being incessant. Ihit 
tlu^ (wenings were as briglit and cheerful as the atmosphere of 
th(^ (lays was dreary. Not that the gloomiest morning could 
ever be wearisome where, indcpondontly of the resources in 
BO(n(hy wliich the house afforded, the visitor might ransack a 
library, uni(|ue, I suppose, in some of its collections, and in all 
its departments interesting and characteristic of the founder. 
Ho many of the volmnes were enriched with anecdotes or com- 
ments in his own hand, that to look over his books was in some 
degrcH^ conversing with him. And sometimes this occupation 
was ph^asantly interrupted by a snatch of actual conversation 
with himself, when he entered from his own room to consult 
or take away a book. How often have I heard with pleasure, 
after a long silence, the uneven step, the point of the stick 
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liuil m.’idt’ only a lit! It* way in tho HhruhlH'ry-vvalkH overlooking 
tho 'rwi‘rik wlirii till’ ruin tlrovn uh hiu’k, ‘ Tln^ river, Bwolleri 
mill li by luajest.-ically, and iht‘. sight drew 

froiii Hir W.illor liiu f'avouriiit lines — 

. I’vfi mnm *rwiirii*ri nilviw Hrri'uniH* KhtteHui^ In the sunny beams, 
’r»rii ilruiuly un*! ilurk, us they rt»lU*ii na tlu'ir way.’ 

einibl liHt. h;i,ve been a beitm* mnmtmt. for Jippreeiating 
tlio Iiiiuttrrv hI' ill*’ luHt liiH*. I think it was in this short walk 
tliui Itr iiH'iitn.iHHl ftinin, wiih great Ha.tiHfa<*tioin tin' favourable 
l»r«t,H|rin*f M ni liiN bierary industryt iiml spoken Haiiguiutdy of 
retrn^vnet lua Ihh-hoh Willi the luHiksi’llers.” 

TinvaniH the end of August Sir Walter’s Diary has a good 
lieu! alioiit an allair wlneh, hovv(*ver, annoytHl his hiniily much 
iiiiiie Ilian hiniHeif. Among the doeiummts lidil before^ him in 
the tkiloiiiii! < Hllee* winm ho visibnl London at the cdose of 
IH’Jlh were stuiie whieh re|»reHented oncu.if Buouapart.e’s attend* 
lints lit Hi. Helena. I#ent‘nil Honrgamh as having heim guilty 
of gross liiifiiiriiews* giving the KtigUsli <*ovenuuent private 
inforiiiiition that th«^ Fanperur’s eomplaints of ill-usago were 
iiiterly uiifoniided. ami ytd. then, and ufierwanls, aiding and 
inwisiiiig ili«» deliisic»ii in Franei* as to the harshness of Sir 
Hudson Lowe’s eonduc’t towards his captive. Sir Walter, when 
iwmg tliesf' remarkable fliKninuuita^, guessed tliat (lourgaud 
liHghi lie inebiied to tlx ii |>erHonal <|uarrel on himBolf; and 
there now appeareil in tin' newspapers a Hueeimaion of hints 
lliiii itie Cbmenil was seriously htmt on tliis purpose, lie 
lifipliiHL uM re/oiir/ tirnfjfj wouUr have done forty ycnirs before, 
f4i '/%!’ Htanmrt ■ ■ He writes bi William (derk cm the 27th : — 
** I liiii iibtftit to eluini an espeeial mnwiee from you in the name 
Ilf litir long and intimate frtendsldp. f umlerHtand that Gen* 
eriit lituirgiiiid has, or is alMUti to scd. out for London, to nwifij 
fiivl-H iiverreil eoneeriiing him in my Instory of .Napoleon, 
Kiim\ iii rniw of a petminal appeal to me, I have to say that 
liifi ritiiiVrfirut»ns to tiaroii Httmuer, (knint Balmain, and others 
lit Hi, ILdeiiie--- eonfirmed hy him in various rcu'orded (‘cmversa" 
lion* Willi Mr* Goullmrii, thmi IJnclernHecsretary of Htate — wero 
lifiiuittieiiiH Ilf II itisiortcml nature which I found with otlnu’S in 
the Gnloiihil l ifllee, and wm then^fore perfcndly cmtitled to use. 
If lili liiitgiiiige liiw bism luisrepreHentcal, he has eertainly been 
very tiiiforiiiiiiite ; for it him mm misrepresenicHi by four or 
five ililfereiit piio{ile tci wlioin he said tlio same things— true 
or fiiliie, ti® kuowi l»«t I also aeded with dedituu^y towards 
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Before Gourgaud fell quite asleep, Sir Walter received an 
invitation from Lord and Lady Ravensworth to meet the Duke 
of Wellington at their castle near Durham. The Duke was 
then making a progress in the north of England, to which 
additional importance was given by the condition of politics ; 
— the chance of Lord Goderich’s being able to maintain him- 
self as Canning’s successor seeming very precarious — and the 
oi^inion that his Grace must soon be called to the helm of State 
gaining ground every day. Sir Walter, who felt for the Great 
Captain the pure and exalted devotion that might have been 
expected from some honoured soldier of his banners, accepted 
this invitation, and witnessed a scene of enthusiasm with which 
its principal object could hardly have been more gratified than 
he was. The most remarkable feature was a grand dinner in 
the Episcopal Castle at Durham — that See being as yet un- 
shorn of its Palatine magnificence. ^^On the 3d October,” 
says his Diary, we dined about one hundred and forty or 
fifty men — a distinguished company — 

‘ Lords and Dukes and noble Princes, 

All the pride and flower of Spain. ’ 

We dined in the old baronial hall, impressive from its rude 
antiquity, and fortunately free from the plaster of former im- 
provement, as I trust it will long be from the gingerbread taste 
of modern Gothicisers. The bright moon streaming in through 
the old Gothic windows contrasted strangely with the artificial 
lights within; spears, banners, and armour were intermixed 
with the pictures of old bishops, and the whole had a singular 
mixture of baronial pomp with the grave and more chastened 
dignity of prelacy. The conduct of our reverend entertainer 
suited the character remarkably well. Amid the welcome of 
a Count Palatine he did not for an instant forget the gravity 
of the Church dignitary. All his toasts were gracefully given, 
and his little speeches well made, and the more affecting that 
the failing voice sometimes reminded us that our host laboured 
under the infirmities of advanced life.” I was favoured at 
the time with a letter from Dr. Philpotts (now Bishop of 
Exeter) who said — I never saw curiosity and enthusiasm so 
highly excited, and I may add, as to a great part of the com- 
pany, so nearly balanced. Sometimes I doubted whether the 
hero or the poet was fixing most attention — the latter, I need 
hardly tell you, appeared unconscious that he was regarded 
differently from the others about him, until the good Bishop 
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« *ii !iir sih Sir V\ .litrr ir,M hrd Ahhijlafi'rih liiii 
r«*’-aiiijrd hiH I M .iiMil.it hrr'H lah’a, wlurli hr 
uiil with llir- r.u>r and hraililiraa rrtfrrlrd iti till 
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* Fur Irra.sjaij, ihyr ^r«% 

W m lu I Iran a dluli rd Irn, 

And nnifdrr lirritd iisid huttlird ** 

Siirli wim Idfi lifr in Autniiui 1H27. Ilrfnrt^ 1. 

I iiiiiid. ii«*|r hnW‘ grrniitv 1 iiitliiifrd llir 
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iiifliiiul iiiiy WiiK^m: H«i hr — iitsltni 

lliP rimy rliirf nf 11 largr i*«iiililiwliiiiriit., mim iitiw 
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nil ivilli lilt tli*^ rmt tliiit rriiiiiiitrd <if thr iiiicdriit t: 
nil, ki my virw, wmniiml liii|i|drr iliiiii tlit^y liail 


i M‘foro, '’riu*ir l,^o(h 1 (unuhici, h;i<l ^iv(*n (‘vory ono of tliem a 
ricnv (‘U‘va,t.io!i in hia own mind - a-iul Y<‘,t tht'ir dmm^anour had 
jCuimal, in placi*. of losin^t in .siinph^humility of obsorvanno. 
JMio i^n’oai. Iosh wan ihab of William I^a-idlavv^ for whom (tho 
hnin^" all bnf a fraKOinmi in Urn, hands of the tnistoos 
:i,inl ihoir a]^nmt) tlmn^ was now no ocaaipation Imre. Tlio 
.u»t,ia.ire, which his taste had eonverlcMl into a lovimblci retnuit^ 
tiad Ftmiid a r(nd.-pa3/inK" tenant; and he was livini^^ a dozen 
I idles off (ill tin*, fjtrm of a relation in tin*. VaU^ of Yarrow. 
I<>(‘ry week, howev(n% he eaim*. down to havt^ a ra.ml)](^ vvdtlx 
Hir Wader oven* tht‘ir ohl haunts — to lH*a,r how^ tln^ ptu*, uniary 
ribimosphere was dark(unn^^ or bri^dit(‘niiig; and to n^id in 
^very faca^ at. Ahhotsford, tha-t it e.ould nevtn* Ix^ its(df a.gain 
cintil^ eireuinstaneeH should permit his n'-establishment at 
I<a(*Hi(l(*, 

All this warm and respiudiul sorKutiide must have had a 
salutary infhiema^ on tho mind of Heott, who may l )0 said to 
luive lived upon hnn^ No ma.n e.a.r<*d less about po[)nlar 
iMlmirat.ion ami applausi^; but h)r tln^ least cti ill (>n the idfec- 
tdon of any insir and d(‘a.r to him lu^ had tin*, st'usitivent^ss of a 
atnaidtm. I eaimot for^nd., in partimdar, how his eyes sparkled 
■wlnm he lirst point(*d out to me Pef.er Mat.hit*Hon 'guiding tho 
fdougli on the luingh.: “ Kgaih’^ said ht^ ^‘ auhl /V/ad’ (this was 
idle childreids name for their good friend) — auld Pepti^n 
whistling at his darg. The honest fellow said, a yoking in 
sx dee|) iit^ld would do baitli him and tln^ blatdiii's good. If 
things get round witli me, easy shall Pept^.’s (mshion.” In 
general, during that autumn, I thought Hir Walter enjoyed 
inueh his usual spirits; and often, no doid>t, he did so, llis 
Diary, howt‘Vt*r, sliews (what pt*.rhapH many of his intimates 
cioulded during his liftdime) that, in spite of the dignilied 
cMpianimity which eharaeterised all his eonversa-tion witli male 
kind, hi^ had his full share of the delicate, sensihilitins, the 
inystmicuiH ups ami dowiiB, the wayward mtdaneholy, and 
faniastie. suubeamH of tlu^ poeticnd temperamt*nt. It is only 
with imaginative* mimlH, in truth, that sorrows of the spirit 
iire% i‘nduring, Idmse he luul eneountered wc*r<*. vtviied from 
the ey(‘. of t.ln** world, but tliey lasted witli his life. 

Tht^ lirst mu’ii*s of (Ihronieles of the Oauongaie— (which 
title supplanted that of The Ckuiongate Mise.cdlany, or IVadi- 
timiB of the Haiictuary) — was published early in tho winter. 

eonit‘ni8 were, the Highland Widow, the Two Drovers, 
iwul the Hurgi*oids Daughtt»r — all in their styles exeellc3nt, 
€Bxeepti tliat the Indian part of the last du(*B not well harmonise 


with, the rest; and certain preliminary chapters 
generally considered as still better than the stories 
diice. The portraiture of Mrs. Murray Keith, und 
of Mrs. Bethmie Baliol, and that of Chrystal 
throughout, appear to me unsurpassed in Scott’s -w 
the former, I am assured he has mixed up various 
his own beloved mother; and in the latter, ther( 
doubt that a good deal was taken from nobody 1 
In fact, the choice of the hero’s residence, the ori§ 
the book, and a world of minor circumstances, wei 
by painful circumstances recorded in his Diary oi 
had, while toiling his life out for his creditors, re 
ous threatenings of severe treatment from the L( 
formerly alluded to, Messrs. Abud and Co. ; and, 
one occasion, he made every preparation for taking 
the Sanctuary of Holyroodhouse. Although these 
well aware that at Christmas 1827 a very large div; 
be paid on the Ballantyne debt, they could not 
selves to comprehend that their interest lay in alL 
the free use of his time ; that by thwarting and ha 
personally, nothing was likely to be achieved but t‘ 
up of the trust, and the settlement of the insoh 
affairs on the usual terms of a sequestration. The 
understand nothing, but that the very unanimity ( 
creditors as to the propriety of being gentle wit 
dered it extremely probable that their own harsl 
be rewarded by immediate payment of their wh( 
They fancied that the trustees would clear off an 
rather than disturb the arrangements generally ad' 
fancied that, in case they laid Sir Walter Scott in ] 
would be some extraordinary burst of feeling in E 
that private friends would interfere ; — in short, 
way or another, they should get hold, without fa: 
of their “pound of flesh.” — Two paragraphs fron 
will be enough as to this unpleasant subject : — 

“ October 31. — Just as I was merrily cutting a 
my trees, arrives Mr. Gibson with a very melancho 
indeed the news he brought was shocking enough. 
Mr. Abud has given positive orders to take oi 
against me for his debt. This breaks all the meas 
resolved on, and prevents the dividend from takii 
which many poor persons will be great sufferers, 
the alternative will be more painful to my feeling 
udicial to my interests. To submit to a seques 
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allow the creditors to take what they can get, will be the 
inevitable consequence. This will cut short my labour by 
several years, which I might spend, and spend in vain, in 
endeavouring to meet their demands. I suppose that I, the 
Chronicler of the Canongate, will have to take up my residence 
in the Sanctuary, unless I prefer the more airy residence of 
the Calton Jail, or a trip to the Isle of Man. November 4 . — 
Put my papers in some order, and prepared for the journey. 
It is in the style of the Emperors of Abyssinia, who proclaim, 

^ Cut down the Kantuffa in the four quarters of the world, for 
I know not where I am going.’ Yet, were it not for poor 
Anne’s doleful looks, I would feel firm as a piece of granite. 
Even the poor dogs seem to fawn on me with anxious meaning, 
as if there were something going on they could not compre- 
hend. Set off at twelve, firmly resolved in body and mind. 
But when I arrived in Edinburgh at my faithful friend Mr. 
Gibson’s — lo ! the scene had again changed, and a new hare is 
started.” 

The new hare ” was this. It transpired in the very nick 
of time, that a suspicion of usury attached to these Israelites 
in a transaction with Hurst & Eobinson, as to one or more of 
the bills for which the house of Ballantyne had become respon- 
sible. This suspicion assumed a shape sufficiently tangible to 
justify that house’s trustees in carrying the point before the 
Court of Session. Thus, though the Court decided in favour 
of the Abuds, time was gained; and as soon as the decision 
was pronounced, Scott heard also that the Jews’ debt was 
settled. In fact. Sir William Eorbes, whose banking-house 
was one of Messrs. Ballantyne’s chief creditors, had crowned 
his generous efforts for Scott’s relief by privately paying the 
whole of Abud’s demand (nearly L.2000) out of his own pocket 

ranking as an ordinary creditor for the amount ; and taking 

care at the same time that his old friend should be allowed 
to believe that the affair had merged quietly in the general 
measures of the trustees. It was not until some time after 
Sir William’s death, that Sir Walter learned what had been 
done on this occasion ; and I may as well add here, that he 
died in utter ignorance of some services of a like sort which 
he owed to the secret liberality of three of his brethren at the 
Clerk’s table — Hector Macdonald Buchanan, Colin Mackenzie, 
and Sir Eobert Dundas. I ought not to omit, that as soon as 
Sir Walter’s eldest son heard of the Abud business, he left 
Ireland for Edinburgh ; but before he reached his father, the 
alarm had blown over. 



This vision of the real Canongate has drawn me away from 
the Chronicles of Mr. Croftangry. The scenery of his patri- 
monial inheritance was sketched from that of Carmichael^ the 
ancient and now deserted mansion of the noble family of 
Hyndford ; but for his strongly Scottish feelings about part- 
ing with his land, and stern efforts to suppress them, the 
author had not to go so far afield. Christie Steele’s brief 
character of Croftangry’s ancestry, too, appears to suit well all 
that we have on record concerning his own more immediate 
progenitors of the stubborn race of Eaeburn : — They werena 
ill to the poor folk, sir, and that is aye something ; they were 
just decent bein bodies. Ony poor creature that had face to 
beg got an awmous, and welcome ; they that were shamefaced 
gaed by, and twice as welcome. But they keepit an honest 
walk before God and man, the Croftangrys; and as I said 
before, if they did little good, they did as little ill. They 
lifted their rents and spent them ; called in their kain and eat 
them ; gaed to the kirk of a Sunday ; bowed civilly if folk 
took aff their bannets as they gaed by, and lookit as black as 
sin at them that keepit them on.” I shall give no offence by 
adding that many things in the character and manners of Mr. 
Gideon Gray of Middlemas, in the Tale of the Surgeon’s 
Daughter, were considered at the time by Sir Walter’s neigh- 
bours on Tweedside as copied from Dr. Ebenezer Clarkson of 
Selkirk. ^^He was,” says the Chronicler, ^^of such reputa- 
tion in the medical world, that he had been often advised to 
exchange the village and its meagre circle of practice for 
Edinburgh. There is no creature in Scotland that works 
harder, and is more poorly requited, than the country doctor, 
unless perhaps it may be his horse. Yet the horse is, and 
indeed must be, hardy, active, and indefatigable, in spite of a 
rough coat and indifferent condition; and so you will often 
find in his master, under a blunt exterior, professional skill 
and enthusiasm, intelligence, humanity, courage, and science.” 
A true picture — a portrait from the life, of Scott’s hard- 
riding, benevolent, and sagacious old friend, to all the coun- 
try dear.” 

These Chronicles were not received with exceeding favour 
at the time ; and Sir Walter was a good deal discouraged. In- 
deed he seems to have been with some difficulty persuaded by 
Cadell and Ballantyne that it would not do for him to lie 
fallow ” as a novelist ; and then, when he in compliance with 
their entreaties began a Second Canongate Series, they were 
both disappointed with his MS., and told him their opinions 



BO plainly that Iuh good-natairo waH sharply tried. The Tales 
which tlH\y disa|)prov(Ml of, w(n*e those of My Aimt Margaret’s 
Mirror, and the Laird’s do(‘.k; he conscnitod to lay theiu aside^ 
and h(^gan St. Valenti m^’s Kve or the Fair Maid of Perth, which 
from th(', iirst phrased his c.ritic.s. It was in the brief interval 
oe(*.asion(Ml by tlumo nus|j^ivings and debahis, that his ever elas- 
tic niind thnev oif anotlnn* channing ])aper for the Quarterly 
;R(wi(‘W~tha.t on Ornaitnnital (Jardcning, by way of sequel to 
thti Kssay on Phinting VVa.ste Lands. Another fruit of his 
hdstiro was a sketcdi of the lifci of (Jeorge Ikinnatyne, the col- 
l(H*.tor of ancient ^Scottish poetry, for the Club wlrieli bears his 
nanie. 

He had i^aken, for that winter, the house ISIo. (> Shandwick 
Place, which lu^ ocea])ied by tlu^ month during the remainder 
of his servitude. a.s a Clerk of St'ssion. Very near this lionse, 
he was told a few days after ht^ took possession, dwelt the 
aged motluT of his tirst love; and he exju'cxssed to his friend 
Mrs. SkfUK^ a wish that she should carry him to renew an ac- 
quaini.a,nee which stHUus to Inive heen interrupted from the 
])erio(l of his youthful romance. Mrs. Skene complied with 
his desire, and she tc'lls me that a very painful scene ensued. 
His Diary BayH:~‘bA'orm/nT 7. — began to scdfle myself this 
morning aftt‘r the hurry of mind and even of body which. I 
have latcdy undergone. — I wcmt to make a visit, and fairly 
Boftetied myself, like an old fool, with recalling old stories, till 
J was fit for nothing hut slunlding tears and repeating verses 
for tlie whole night. This is sad work. The very grave gives 
up its dead, and time rolls liack thirty years to add to my per- 
pl(‘xiti(‘s. I don’t care. I begin to grow case-hardened, and, 
likt^ a stag turning at bay, my naturally good temper grows 
ficu’cu^ and (huigcrnus. Yet what a romanen to tell 1 — and told, 
J fcnir, it will (>n(‘. day he. And tluui my three years of dream- 
ing, and my two years of wakening, wiil he chronicled, doubt- 
IcHH. lint the d(‘ad will feel no pain. — November 10. — Wrote 
out my task a, ml little more. At twelve o’clock I went again, 
to poor Ijady .lane to talk over old storii'.s. I am not clear 
that it is a right or hc^althful indulgence to be ripping np old 
aorcH, hut it seems togiv<^ Inu* di^ep-rooted sorrow words, and 
that is a mcmtal blood-hdting. To me these things arc now 
matter of (utlm and Bohnnn re(*.(>l lection, never to be forgotten, 
yet scarce to bc^ reinemliercul with ]>ain.” 

A ft^w days afterwards arrived a very agreeable piece of 
intelligence. The King had not forgotten his promise with 
respect to the poet’s second son ; and Lord Dudley, then Seo 
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fox* Sir Walter, tlie other half for Cadell, at the price of L.8500 
W’eli might the pochpuddings — for so the Diarj styles th( 
English booksellers — rue their timidity on this day 5 bxit i 
wa»s the most lucky one that ever came for Sir Walter’s cred 
itoi’S. A dividend of six shillings in the pound was paid at thii 
Clxristmas on their whole claims. The result of their liigh 
hearted debtor’s exertions, between January 1826 and Janxiar;) 
1828, was in all very nearly L.40,000. hTo literary biographer 
in all likelihood, will ever have such another fact to record 
Tlio creditors unanimously passed a vote of thanks for the in- 
defatigable industry which had achieved so much for theii 
behoof. 

On returning to Abbotsford at Christmas, after completing 
these transactions, he says in his Diary — My reflections ir 
entering my own gate to-day were of a very different and more 
pleasing cast than those with which I left this place about six 
weeks ago. I was then in doubt whether I should fly my 
conxitry, or become avowedly bankrupt, and surrender up my 
library and household furniture, with the life-rent of my estate, 
to sale. A man of the world will say I had better done so. 
ISTo doubt, had I taken this course at once, I might have em- 
ployed tlie money I have made since the insolvency of Con- 
stable and Eobinson’s houses in compounding my debts. But 
I could not have slept sound, as I now can under the comfort 
able impression of receiving the thanks of my creditors, and 
the conscious feeling of discharging my duty as a man of hon- 
our and honesty. I see before me a long, tedious, and darls 
path, but it leads to stainless reputation. If I die in the har- 
rows, as is very likely, I shall die with honour; if I achieve 
my task, I shall have the thanks of all concerned, and the 
approbation of my own conscience.” 

Tie now took up in earnest two pieces of work, which prom- 
ised and brought great ultimate advantage ; namely, a complete 
collection of his Poems, with biographical prefaces ; the other, 
au uniform edition of his IsTovels, each to be introduced by an 
account of the hints on which it had been founded, and illus- 
trated throughout by historical and antiquarian annotations. 
On. this last, commonly mentioned in the Diary as the Magnum 
Optis, Sir Walter bestowed pains commensurate with its im- 
portance ; — and in the execution of the very delicate- task 
which either scheme imposed, he has certainly displayed such 
a combination of frankness and modesty as entitles him to a 
high place in the short list of graceful autobiographers. True 
dignity is always simple; and perhaps true genius, of the 
2 M 
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of liis talk into tlio poor (‘lork’s ear-tnimpet; and at parting, 
l)ogg(Hl him not to forget that ho had a friend on Tweedside. 

A c()ui)le of years (dapsed before he heard anything more of 
(leorgi^ Ihmtly Gordon, who then sent him his father’s little 
spoUa of Wahu'loo, and a(^coin{>aniod them by a letter explain- 
ing his situation, and asking advice, in a style which renewed 
and in(*.r(*ase(l Sooi^t’s favourable impression. He had been dis- 
missed from the (Unnmiasariat at the gtmeral reduction of our 
eHtablishmenl^s, and was now hesitating whether he had better 
take u[> again his views as to the Kirk, or turn his eyes towards 
English orders; and in the meantime he was anxious to find 
soim^ way of lightening to his parents, by liis own industry, the 
comphdiou of his professional ed\ication. There ensued a copi- 
ous c-orrespomitunje b(Tw(M‘-n him and Scott, who gnive him on 
all point.s of his case most i)aternal advice, and accompanied 
his counstds with offers of pe(‘.uniary assistance, of which the 
young man rarely availed liiius<df. At length he resolved on 
re-entering ih<^ Divinity Glass at Aberdeen, and in due time was 
liceiUHHl by the Presbytery there as a Preacher of the Gospel; 
but though with good* connexions, for ho was ^‘sprung of Sco- 
tia’s geut.ier blood,” his deafness operatcul as a serious bar to 
his obtaining tlie incumbency of a parish. The jwovinoial 
Synod pronounced bis deafiums an insuperable objection, and 
tl\e was referred to the ({eneral Assembly. That tril)unal 
heard the young man’s cause juaintained by all the skill and 
edocpience of Mr. Jeffrey, whose good offices had been secured 
by Scott’s intervention, and they overruled the decision of the 
Synod. liut (Jordon, in tlie course of the discmssion, gathered 
the conviction that a man almost literally stone-deaf could 7iot 
distdiargc^ some of the highc‘st duties of a parish-priest in a 
Batisfae.tory manner, and he with lionourable lirmness declined 
to take advantage? of the judgment of the Supreme Court. 
Meantime he hatl been employed, from the failure of John 
Ballautyne’s health downwards, as the transcriber of the 
Waverley MBS. for the press, in which capacity he displayed 
every (|ualitv iliat (iouhl endear an amanuensis to an author ; 
and wlien the disasters of 1825 rendered it unnecessary for 
S(u)tt t(» have his MS. e.opied, he' exerted himself to procure 
employment for his young friend in one of the Government 
offic.(?B in London. Being ba(?ked by the kindness of the Duke 
of (Jordon, his story fotiud favour with the then Secretary of 
the Treasury, Mr. Imshington — and Mr Gordon was named 
asHiHtant private secretary to that gentleman. The appoint- 
ment wm temporary, but he so pleased his chief that there was 



hope of better things by and by. — Such was his situation at . 
Christinas 1827 ; but that being his first Christmas in London, 
it was no wonder that he then discovered himself to have some- 
what miscalculated about money matters. In a word; he knew 
not whither to look at the moment for extrication; until he 
bethought him of the following little incident of his life at 
Abbotsford. 

He was spending the autumn of 1824 there, daily copying 
the MS. of feedgauntlet; and working at leisure hours on the 
Catalogue of the Library, when the family observed him to be 
labouring under some extraordinary depression of mind. It 
was just then that he had at length obtained the pros^^ect of a 
Living; and Sir Walter was surprised that this should not have 
exhilarated him. Gently sounding the trumpet, however, he 
discovered that the agitation of the question about the deafness 
had shaken his nerves — his scruples had been roused — his 
conscience was sensitive, — and he avowed that, though he 
thought, on the whole, he ought to go through with the busi- 
ness, he could not command his mind so as to prepare a couple 
of sermons, which, unless he summarily abandoned his object, 
must be produced on a certain day — then near at hand — 
before his Presbytery. Sir Walter reminded him that his exer- 
cises when on trial for the Probationership had given satisfac- 
tion ; — but nothing he could say was sufficient to rebrace Mr, 
Gordon’s spirits, and he at length exclaimed, with tears, that 
his pen was powerless, — that he had made fifty attempts, and 
saw nothing but failure and disgrace before him. Scott an- 
swered — ^^My good young friend, leave this matter to me — 
do you work away at the Catalogue, and I’ll write for you a 
couple of sermons^ that shall pass muster well enough at Aber- 
deen.” Gordon assented with a sigh ; and next morning Sir 
Walter gave him the MS. of the Religious Discourses. On 
reflection, Mr. Gordon considered it quite impossible to produce 
them at Aberdeen as his own : but they had remained in his 
hands ; and it now occurred to him that, if Sir Walter would 
allow him to dispose of these to some bookseller, they might 
possibly bring a price that would float him over his little diffi- 
culties of Christmas. 

,The only entries in the Diary which relate to the business, 
are the following: — December 28. Huntly Gordon writes 
me in despair about L.180 of debt which he has incurred. He 
wishes to publish two sermons which I wrote for him when 
he was taking orders ; and he would get little money for 
them without my name. People may exclaim against the 



■andesired and iin-welcomed zeal of Mm wlio stretched his 
liands to help the ark over, with the best intentions^ and cry 
sacrilege. And yet they will do me gross injustice^ for I would, 
if called upon, die a martyr for the Christian religion, so com- 
pletely is (in my poor opinion) its divine origin proved by its 
■beneficial effects on the state of society. Were we but to name 
tlie abolition of slavery and polygamy, how much has, in these 
fwo words, been granted to mankind in the lessons of our Sav- 
iour ! — January 10, 1828. Huntly Gordon has disposed of 
tlie two sermons to the bookseller, Colburn, for L.250; well 
sold, I think, and to go forth immediately. I would rather 
tlie thing had not gone there, and far rather that it had gone 
nowhere, yet hang it, if it makes the poor lad easy, what needs 
I fret about it ? After all, there would be little grace in doing 
aj kind thing, if you did not suffer pain or inconvenience upon 
tlie score.^^ 

The next literary entry is this : — Mr. Heath, the engraver, 
invites me to take charge of a yearly publication called the 
Keepsake, of which the plates are beyond comparison beau- 
tiful, but the letter-press indifferent enough. He proposes 
Ij. 800 a-year if I would become editor, and L.400 if I would 
contribute from seventy to one hundred pages. I declined 
‘both, but told him I might give him some trifling thing or 
other. To become the stipendiary editor of a hTew-Year’s-Gift 
Book is not to be thought of, nor could I agree to work regu- 
larly, for any quantity of supply, at such a publication. Even 
tlie pecuniary view is not flattering, though Mr. Heath meant 
it should be so. One hundred of his close printed pages, for 
which he offers L.400, are nearly equal to one volume of a 
novel. Each novel of three volumes brings L.4000, and I 
remain proprietor of the mine after the first ore is scooped 
out.^^ The result was that Mr. Heath received, for L.500, the 
liberty of printing in his Keepsake the long-forgotten juvenile 
drama of tbe House of Aspen, with Annt Margaret^s Mirror, 
and two other little tales, which had been omitted, at Ballan- 
tyne^s entreaty, from the second Chronicles of Croftangry. 
But Sir Walter regretted having meddled in any way with the 
toyshop of literature, and would never do so again, though 
repeatedly offered very large sums — nor even when the motive 
of private regard was added, npon Mr. Allan Cunningham^s 
lending his name to one of these painted bladders. In the 
same week that Mr. Heath made his proposition, Sir Walter 
received another, which he thus disposes of in his Diary : — 
I have an invitation from Messrs. Saunders and Ottley, book- 
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sellers^ offering me from L.1500 to L.2000 annually to conduct 
a journal; but I am their humble servant. I am too indolent 
to stand to that sort of work, and I must preserve the undis- 
turbed use of my leisure, and possess my soul in quiet. A 
large income is not my object; I must clear my debts; and 
that is to be done by writing things of which I can retain the 
property. 

He finished his novel by the end of March, and immediately 
set out for London, where the last budget of proof-sheets 
reached him. The Tair Maid was, and continues to be, highly 
popular, and though never classed with his performances of 
the first file, it has undoubtedly several scenes equal to what 
the best of them can shew, and is on the whole a work of 
brilliant variety and most lively interest. 

Though the Introduction of 1830 says a good deal on the 
most original character, that of Connachar, the reader may not 
be sorry to have one paragraph on that subject from the 
Diary : — December 5, 1827. The fellow that swam the Tay, 
and escaped, would be a good ludicrous character. But I have 
a mind to try him in the serious line of tragedy. Miss Baillie 
has made her Ethling a coward by temperament, and a hero 
when touched by filial affection. Suppose a man^s nerves, 
supported by feelings of honour, or say by the spur of jealousy, 
sustaining him against constitutional timidity to a certain 
point, then suddenly giving way, I think something tragic 
might be produced. James Ballantyne’s criticism is too much 
moulded upon the general taste of novels to admit (I fear) this 
species of reasoning. But what can one do ? I am hard up 
as far as imagination is concerned, — yet the world calls for 
novelty. Well, 1^11 try my brave coward or cowardly brave 
man. Valeat quantumJ’ 

I alluded, in an early chapter, to a circumstance in Sir 
Walter^s conduct which it was painful to mention, and added, 
that in advanced life he himself spoke of it with a deep feeling 
of contrition. Talking over this character of Connachar, just 
before the book appeared, he told me the unhappy fate of his 
brother Daniel and how he had declined to be present at his 
funeral or wear mourning for him. He added — My secret 
motive in this attempt was to perform a sort of expiation to my 
poor brother’s manes. I have now learned to have more 
tolerance and compassion than I had in those days.’’ I said he 
put me in mind of Samuel J ohnson’s standing bareheaded, in 
the last year of his life, on the market-place of XJttoxeter, by 
way of penance for a piece of juvenile irreverence towards his 


father. Well, no matter,’’ said ho; perhaps that’s iiot the 
worst thinjjj in the Doctor’s story.” ^ 

Sir Walter and Miss Se.ott remained at this time six weeks 
in the Regcmt’s Dark. Dis eldest son’s regiment was stationed 
at Hampton (k)urt; tht^ second had reeeni.ly takcvn his desk at 
the Iforoign Ofiie.e, and was living in my house; Ins had thus 
looked .rorwiir(l to a happy meeting with all his family — but 
he (uicouutcnuHl scenes ot* sicikness and dist.ress, in eous(upienco 
of which I saw hut little of him in general soci(^iy. Nov is his 
Diary parihuilarly intcu'esting, with the ex(‘,(‘ptiou of a few 
entric^s. That for May iHt is : — Breakfashsl with Lord and 
Lady Franc.is (lowcu*, and enjoyed the splendid threat of luiar- 
ing Mrs. Arkwriglit sing her own music, whieli is of the 
highest order; — no foreocl vagaries of the voice, no caprices of 
tone, but all tolling upon and increasing the feeling the words 
re(pure. This is ‘marrying music to immortal verse.’ Most 
people ])laco them on se|)arate maint(mam;c.”— Among other 
songs, Mrs. Arkwright delighted Bir Walter with her own sot 
of — 

“ KanwesU 1 fanwc^ll I — The voice you hoar 
ILvs left its last soft tone with you ; 

Its next iiiuHt join the seaward cluHir, 

And shout among the shouting crew,” &.c. 

He was sitting by me, at some distance from the lady, and 
whispered as she closed — ^Hlapital words — whose are' they ? 
Byron’s, I suppose, but I don’t nanernber them.” Ho was 
astonished when I told him that they were his own in The 
Pirate. lie seemed pleased at the monumt, but said next 
minute — You have distressed me — if memory goes, all is 
up with me, for that was always my strong ])oint.'” 

May 5. — Brernkfasted witii Haydon, and sat for my head. 
I hope this artist is on his legs again. The King has given 
him a lift, by buying Ids clever picture of the Mock Election 
in the King’s Bemdi i^riBon. Haydon was once a great admirer 
and compatnon of tlu^t c.hampiouH of the Oockuey school, and 
is now dispostnl to remounce them and their opinions. To this 
kind of convorHation I did not give much way. A painter 
should have nothing to do with politics. He is certainly a 
clever hhlow, but too cuthusiastic, which, howenuu’, distress 
seems to have cured in some degree. His wifc% a pretty 
woman, looked happy to see me, and that is something. Yet 
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trumpery, Sophia, and I set out for Hampton Court, carrying 
with us the following lions and lionesses — Samuel Rogers- 
Tom Moore, Worlds worth, mth wife and danghter. We were 
very kindly and. properly received by Walter and his wife, 
and had a very pleasant day. At parting, Rogers gave me 
a gold-mounted pair of glasses, which I will not part with 
in a hurry. I really like S. R., and have always found hi-m 
most friendly.^^ 

Breakfasting one morning with Allan Cunningham (whose 
notes are before me), he looked roimd the table, and said, 
What are you going to make of all these boys, Allan ^ 
ask that qnes-tion often at my own heart,” said Allan, and 
I cannot answer* it.” — ^^What does the eldest point to?” — 
The callant woxild fain be a soldier. Sir Walter — and I have 
Half a promise of a commission in the King^s army for him : 
but I wish rather he could go to India, for there the pay is a 
maintenance, and one does not need interest at every step tc 
get on.” Scott dropped the subject; but went an hour after- 
wards to Lord iVIelville (who was now’- President of the Board 
of Control), and. begged a cadetship for young Cunningham. 
Lord Melville promised to inquire if he had one at his disposal, 
in which case he would gladly serve the son of honest Allan ; 
but the point being thus left doubtful, Scott meeting Mr. John 
Toch, one of tire East India Directors, at dinner the same 
evening, at Lord. Stafford's, applied to him, and received an 
immediate assent. On reaching home at night, he found a 
note from Lord. Melville, intimating that he had inquired, 
and was happy in complying with his request. Next morn- 
ing, Sir Walter appeared at Sir F. Chantrey^s breakfast-table, 
and greeted the sculptor (a brother of the angle) with — I 
suppose it has sometimes happened to you to catch one trout 
(which was all you thought of) with the fly, and another with 
the bobber. I Ixave done so, and I think I shall land them both. 
Don’t you tbinL: Cunningham would like very well to have 
cadetships for -fcwo of those fine lads ? ” — “ To be sure he 
would,” said Clrantrey, “ and if you’ll secure the commissions, 
I’ll make the oritfi.t easy.” Great was the joy in Allan’s house- 
liold on this domble good news ; but I should add, that before 
the thing was d-one he had to thank another benefactor. Lord 
Melville, after all, went out of the Board of Control before lie 
Rad been able to fulfil his promise; but his successor, Lord 
EllenborougR, on hearing the case, desired Cunningham tc 
set his mind, at; rest; and both his young men are now pros- 
pering in tRe India service. 
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approved in lolo. As the sclieme inferred a large outlay on 
drawings and engravings, and otherwise, this decision had been 
looked for with inueh a.nxi('.ty by him and Mr. Cadell. He says 
— trust it will answcn*; yet who ('-an warrant the continu- 
an('.e of popularity '! Old Nattali Oorri, who entered into many 
projects, and (Huild mwer s(^t the sails of a windmill to e-atch 
th(‘. mm popularL% us(ul to say he Ixdieved that were he to 
turn baker, it would })ut bread out of fashion. 1 have had the 
l)(h.t(‘r Inch to dross my sails to (wery wind ; and so blow on, 
good wind, and spin round, whirligig.” The (Jorri here alludetl 
to was an unfortunate adventurer, who, among many other 
wild scdiemes, tried to set u]) an Italian ()])era at Edinburgh. 

During the remainder of this year Sir Walter never opened 
his “ locked book.” VVhcth(U‘ in Edinburgh or the country, his 
life was such, that he dc'-sc'-ribos himself, in several letttu’s, as 
having become ^^a writing automaton.” He had com])leted by 
Christmas the Becond Beries of Tales on Bc.ottish llistory, and 
made considerable progress in another novel — Anne of Geier- 
stein : lie had also drawn up for the Quarterly Keview his 
arti(de on Hajji Baba in England; and that didightful one on 
Davy’s ^Va/moa^a — whi(‘.h, like those on Planting and Garden- 
ing/abounds in sweet episodes of personal reminiscence. And, 
whenever ho had not proof-sheets to press him, his hours were 
bestowed on the 0pm Miigmm. 

About this time died Sir William Forbes of Pitsligo, the wid- 
ower of his hrat love, and the most generous and efficient friend 
in the late crisis of distress. On this event his letters have 
some very touching passages — but his feelings towards that 
admirable person have been sufficiently shewn in preceding 
extracts. 

Visiting Alibotsford at Christmas, T found him apparently 
well in health (except that he suffered from rheumatism), and 
enjoying the socdety, as usual, of the Fergussons, with the wel- 
coine acidition of Mr. Morritt and Sir James Steuart of Allan- 
bank- — a gentleman whose masterly pencil had often liecm 
employed on Bubje(d.s from his poetry and novels, and whose 
conversation on art (like that of Sir George Bc^aumont and Mr, 
Scrope), bcuug devoid of professional pedantries and jealousies, 
was always particularly delightful to him. One snowy morn- 
ing, he gave us sheets of Anne of Geierstein, extending to, I 
think, about a volume and a half ; and we read them together 
in the library, while he worked in the adjoining room, and 
occasionally clropt in upon ns to hear how we were pleased. All 
werci highly gratified with those vivid and picjturesque pages, — 



and both. Morritt and Steuart, being familiar with the scenery 
of Switzerland, could not sufficiently express their astonish- 
ment at the felicity with which he had divined its peculiar 
character, and outdone, by the force of imagination, all the 
elforts of a thousand actual tourists. Such approbation was of 
course very acceptable. I had seldom seen him more gently 
and tranquilly happy. 

When these friends left him, he went with me to my broth- 
er’s in Clydesdale, and there enjoyed some days of relaxation. 
It was then that he first saw the self-educated sculptor, John 
Greenshields, who greatly interested him from a certain resem- 
blance to Burns, and took the first sitting for a very remark- 
able statue in freestone, now in Mr. Cadell’s possession — the 
last work which this worthy man was destined to complete. 

Sir Walter’s operations appear to have been interrupted ever 
and anon, during January and February 1829, in consequence 
of severe distress in the household of his printer ; whose warm 
affections were not, as in his own case, subjected to the author- 
ity of a stoical will. On the 14th of February the Diary says : 

— The letters I received were numerous, and craved answers ; 
yet the 3d volume is getting on hooly and fairly, I am twenty 
leaves before the printer, but Ballantyne’s wife is ill, and it is 
his nature to indulge apprehensions of the worst, which inca- 
pacitates him for labour. I cannot help regarding this amiable 
weakness of the mind with something too nearly allied to con- 
tempt.” On the 17th, ^‘1 received the melancholy news that 
James Ballantyne had lost his wife. With his domestic habits 
the blow is irretrievable. What can he do, poor fellow, at the 
head of such a family of children ? I should not be surprised 
if he were to give way to despair.” — James was not able to 
appear at his wife’s funeral ; and this Scott viewed with some- 
thing more than pity. Next morning, however, says the Diary 

— Ballantyne came in, to my surprise, about twelve o’clock. 
He was very serious, and spoke as if he had some idea of sud- 
den and speedy death. He has settled to go to the country, poor 
fellow!” — He retired accordingly to some sequestered place 
near Jedburgh, and there indulged his grief in solitude. Scott 
regarded this as weakness, and in part at least as wilful weak- 
ness, and addressed to him several letters of strong remon- 
strance and rebuke. In writing of the case to myself, he says 

— ^^I have a sore grievance in poor Ballantyne’s increasing 
lowness of heart, and I fear he is sinking rapidly into the con- 
dition of a religious dreamer. His retirement from Edinburgh 
was the worst advised scheme in the world. I in vain reminded 



him^ that when our Saviour himself was to be led into tempta- 
tion, the first thing the Devil thought of was to get him into 
the wilderness.^^ — Ballantyne, after a few weeks^ resumed his 
place in the printing-office ; but he addicted himself more and 
more to what his friend considered as erroneous and extrava- 
gant notions of religious doctrine ; and I regret to say that in 
this difference originated a certain alienation, not of affection, 
but of confidence, which was visible to every near observer of 
their subsequent intercourse. Towards the last, indeed, they 
saw but little of each other. I suppose, however, it is needless 
to add, that down to the very last, Scott watched over Ballan- 
tyne^s interests with undiminished attention. 

Many entries of his Diary during the Spring Session refer to 
the final carrying of the Boman Catholic Question. When the 
Duke of Wellington announced his intention of conceding those 
claims, there were meetings and petitions enough in Edinburgh 
as elsewhere ; and though Scott felt considerable repugnance to 
acting in any such matter with Whigs and Radicals, in opposi- 
tion to a great section of the Tories, he ultimately resolved not 
to shrink from doing his part in support of the Duke’s Govern- 
ment on that critical experiment.^ He wrote, I believe, sev- 
eral articles in favour of the measure for the Weekly Journal ; 
he spoke, though shortly, at the principal meeting, and pro- 
posed one of its resolutions ; and when the consequent petition 
was read in the House of Commons, his name among the sub- 
scribers was received with such enthusiasm, that Sir Robert 
Peel thought fit to address to him a special and very cordial 
letter of thanks on that occasion. 

His novel was finished before breakfast on the 29th of April ; 
and his Diary mentions that immediately after breakfast he 
began his compendium of Scottish history for Dr. Lardner’s 
Cyclopaedia. When the proprietors of that work, in July 
1828, offered him L.500 for an abstract of Scottish History in 
one volume, he declined the proposal. They subsequently 
offered L.TOO, and this was accepted ; but though he began the 
task under the impression that he should find it a heavy one, 
he soon warmed to the subject, and pursued it with cordial zeal 
and satisfaction. One volume, it by and by appeared, would 
never do, — in his own phrase, he must have elbow-room ” — 
and I believe it was finally settled that he should have L.1500 
for the book in two volumes ; of which the first was published 
before the end of this year. 


1 See Ante, p. 451. 
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ness of desolate regret; and whether this breaks out in the 
shape of a riuvful (‘.outcnuptuousness, or a sarcastic mockery of 
tone, the least drop of the poison is enough to paralyse all at- 
tempts at awakening sympathy by fanciful delineations of love 
and friendship, rcrhaps Se.ott has nowhere painted such feel- 
ings more delicaously l.han in those very scenes of Anne of 
G(uerst(unj which offer ov(u*y now and then, in some incidental 
circ.umstance or reiiection, the best evidemee that they are 
drawn by a grc^y-luuuled mam The whole of his own life was 
too present to his wonderful memory to permit of his brooding 
with exclusive partiality, whether painfully or })leasiirably, on 
any one portion or phasis of it ; and besides, he was always 
living over again in his c.hil(lreii, young at heart whenever lie 
looked on them, and the world that was opiming on them and 
their friends. But above all, he had a firm belief in the future 
reunion of those whom death, has parted. 

He lost two more of Ids old intimates about this time; — 
Mr, Ttu'iy in June, and Mr. Short.reed in the beginning of 
July. The Diary says: — 9. H(uird of the death of poor 
Bob Shortreed, the companion of many a long ride among the 
lulls in qtiest of old ballads. He was a merry companion, a 
good singer and mimic, and full of Scottish drollery. In his 
comnany, and under his guidance, I was able to see much of 
rural society in the mountains, which 1 could not otherwise 
have attained, and wbicJi. 1 have matle my U8c» of. He was, in 
addition, a man of worth and character. I always burdened 
his ho8i)itality while at Jedburgh on the eircuit, and have 
been useful to some of bis family. Poor fellow! So glide 
our friends from us. Many recollections die with him and 
with poor Terry.” 

His Diary inis few more entries for this twelvemonth. 
Besides the volume of history for Lardner, he had ready by 
December the last of the jScoUuk Series of l^ales of a Grand- 
father; and had made great progress in the ])refacoB and notes 
for Gadeirs (Jjxis Magnum, lie had also overcome various 
difficulties which for a time interrupted tlui twin scheme of 
an illustrated edition of his Poems: and one of these in a 
manner honourably characteristic of the late John Murray of 
Albemarle Street, who luid till now retained a share in the 
copyright of Marmion. Scott having rcqtiestod liim to mdl 
that share, he geneimsly replied: — So highly do I estimate 
the honour of being, even in so small a degree, the publisher 
of the author of tlie poem, that no pecuniary consideration 
whatever can induce me to part with it. But there ia a oonsid- 
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he said^ than he had done for years before ; but there 
be little doubt that the natural eTaeuation was a very serious 
g^iTiptom. It was, in fact, the precursor of apoplexy. In tell- 
^xxg the Major of his recovery, he says — ^^The sale of the 
jfToyels is pro — di — gi — ous. If it last but a few years, it will 
^lear my feet of old encumbrances, nay, perhaps, enable me to 
a word to our friend ISTicol Milne. 

‘ But old ships must expect to get out of commission, 

J!^or again to weigh anchor with yo heave ho I ’ 

jgCo'wever that may be, I should he happy to die a free man; 
I am sure you will all be kind to poor Anne, who will miss 
most. I don’t intend to die a minute sooner than I can 
^ttelp for all this ; but when a man takes to making blood instead 
of water, he is tempted to think on the possibility of his soon 
xti^king earth.” — Mr. Milne, be it observed, was the proprietor 
of ^ considerable estate conterminous with Abbotsford to the 
-westward. 

Among a few other friends from a distance. Sir Walter re- 
oeived this summer a short visit from Mr. Hallam, and made 
ixx Ms company several of the little excursions which had in 
former days been of constant recurrence. Mr. Hallara had 
-w'ith. him his son, Arthur, a yonng gentleman of extraordinar;y 
^*fc)ilities, and as modest as able, who not long afterwards was 
oio-t off in the very bloom of opening life and genius. His 
l3eaTitiful verses on Melrose' seen in company witK Scotty have 
since been often printed. 

The close of the autumn was embittered by a sudden and 
xo-ost unexpected deprivation. Apparently in the fullest en- 
j oy ment of health and vigour, Thomas Purdie leaned his head 
oxie evening on the table, and dropped asleep. This was 
XI o tiling uncommon in a hard-working man; and his family 
-wrent and came about him for several hours, without taking any 
notice. When supper was ready, they tried to awaken him, 
and. found that life had been for some time extinct. Far 
erent from other years, Sir Walter seemed impatient to get 
a’way from Abbotsford to Edinburgh. I have lost,” he writes 
( 4 =tli November) to Cadell, my old and faithful servant — my 
factotum — and am so much shocked, that I really wish to be 
C3[nit of the country and safe in town. I have this day laid 
Ixim. in the grave. This has prevented my answering youi 
lotters.” 

The grave, close to the Abbey at Melrose, is surmounted by 
a modest monument, having on two sides these inscriptions : — 


/ IKK OF Sin ir A LTiCii sroTT. 


fi4t; 

in uf fhr tUjikfnl Hail itiiavhed , 

f;.' I /if tLnd Ui ftlt tlif iihH}i iff (t h 

nir rsfl; tin.% ninnr ii'ii^ fTrrIril h*! Sir IVitiief S 

I,/' 

//f'-r iiV\^ ihr htnl^ a f Th%m\a» PnnUi\ fPiMHiformitT at 
nht< thititn’T IH21K iimrn, 

htl:i! ht ru jAith/ui ift'tr ti Jriv ikiHijM, / iri'// mtih* thef 

iliriiiji ihimj.'iA' — Si. Maitinnv, rluip. xxiv. vrr. 2I«1 


CHAPTER XVL 


Publication of the Ayrshire Tragedy, Letters on Demonology, Tales or 
tbe History of France, &c. — Apoplectic Seizure —Retirement from th( 
Court of Session — Offers of a pension and of additional rank decliiiec 
— Count Robert of Paris begun — Death of George IV. — Politica 
Coramotions — Fourth Epistle of Malagrowther — Speech on Reform a 
Jedburgh. 1830-1831. 

A.X this time, Mr. Pitcairn was editing for the Pannatym 
Club that curious collection of Ancient Scotch Criminal Trials 
whiclx Scott reviewed in the Quarterly of 1831. On his arriva! 
in Edinburgh, Mr. Pitcairn sent him a new volume in proof 
requesting his attention particularly to its details on the ex 
traordinary case of Mure of Auchindraiue, a.b. 1611. Scoti 
was so much interested with these documents, that he resolvec 
to found a dramatic sketch on their terrible story; and th( 
result was a composition far superior to any of his previous 
attempts of that nature. Indeed, there are several passages ii 
his A.yrshire Tragedy — especially that where the murderec 
corpse floats upright in the wake of the assassin’s bark — (ai 
incident suggested by a lamentable chapter in Lord Nelson’s 
history) — which may bear comparison with anything bui 
Shahspeare, Yet I doubt whether the prose narrative of the 
preface be not, on the whole, more dramatic than the versified 
scenes. It contains, by the way, some very striking allusions 
to the recent murder of Weare hj Thurtell and others at Gill’s 
Hill in Hertfordshire, and the atrocities of Burke and Hare ir 
the West Port of Edinburgh. This piece was published in a 
thin octavo, early in 1830. 

Hut he was now to pay the penalty of his unparalleled toils, 
On the 15th of Pebruary, about two o’clock in the afternoon, h€ 
retnrned from the Parliament House apparently in his usual 
state, and found an old acquaintance. Miss Young of Hawick, 
waiting to shew him some MS. memoirs of her father (a 
dissenting minister of great worth and talents), which he had 
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In the course of the Spring Session^ circumstances rendered 
it highly probable that Sir Walter^s resignation of his place as 
Clerk of Session might be acceptable to the Government 3 and 
it is not surprising that he should have, on the whole, been 
pleased to avail himself of this opportunity. He says, in his 
Diary — “ May 21, I am agitating a proposed retirement from 
the Court. As they are only to have four instead of six Clerks 
of Session, it will be their interest to let me retire on a super- 
annuation. Probably I shall make a bad bargain, and get only 
two-thirds of the salary, instead of three-fourths. This would 
be hard, but I could save between two or three hundred pounds 
by giving up town residence. At any rate, jacta est alea. I 
think the difference will be infinite in point of health and 
happiness. Yet I do not know. It is perhaps a violent change 
in the end of life to quit the walk one has trod so long, and the 
cursed splenetic temper which besets all men makes you value 
opportunities and circumstances when one enjoys them no 
longer.’^ 

On the 26th of June, he heard of the death of King George 
IV. with the regret of a devoted and obliged subject. He had 
received almost immediately before, two marks of his Majesty’s 
kind attention. Understanding that his retirement from the 
Court o:^ Session was at hand. Sir William Knighton suggested 
that he might henceforth be more frequently in London, and 
that he might fitly be placed at the head of a new commission 
for examining and editing the MSS. collections of the exiled 
Princes of the House of Stuart, which had come into the King’s 
hands on the death of the Cardinal of York. This Sir Walter 
gladly accepted, and contemplated with pleasure spending the 
ensuing winter in London. But another proposition, that of 
elevating him to the rank of Privy Counsellor, was unhesitat- 
ingly declined. He desired the Lord Chief-Commissioner, 
whom the King had desired to ascertain his feelings on the 
subject, to convey his grateful thanks, with his humble apol- 
ogy : and his reasons are thus stated in the Diary of the suc- 
ceeding winter : — I had also a kind communication about 
interfering to have me named a P. Counsellor. But — besides 
that when one is old and poor, one should avoid taking rank 
— I would be much happier if I thought any act of kindness 
was done to help forward Charles ; and having said so much, 
I made my bow, and declared my purpose of remaining satis- 
fied with my knighthood. All this is rather pleasing. Yet 
much of it looks like winding up my bottom for the rest of my 
life.” 
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(t()inmuni(*.at(Hl with liiin wan sinking into Ins spirits, and 
LaicUaw foresaw, as well as myself, that some trying crisis 
of (lis(uissiun could not bo muck longer deferred. A nervous 
twitching about the muscles of the mouth was always more or 
li^ss discernible from the date of the attac.k in Ifebruary j but 
we (u)uld c^a,sily tell, by tlu^ aggravation of that symptom, when, 
he had rec.efved a packet from the Canongate. it was distress- 
ing, indeiul, to think that lie might, one of these days, sustain 
a se(‘.ond sefyAire, and be left still more helpless, yet with the 
same nndiminished a])petito for literary labour. And then, 
if he fell, his ].)ri liter’s comiilaints so keenly, what was to be 
ox]>ected in tlio c.ase- of a plain and undeniable manifestation 
of disa{)p()intnient on the part of the public, and consequently 
of the books(dl(U’ ? 

All this was for the inner (*.ircle. Oouiitry neighbours went 
and canu^, without, 1 believe, observing almost anything of 
what griiwed the family. Nay, this autumn he was far more 
troubled with the invasions of strangers, than he had ever been 
since liis calamities of 1H2(). The astonishing success of the 
new (editions was, as usual, doubled or trebled by rumour. The 
notion ihath(‘. liad already all but chuiredoff his encumbrances, 
Becuns to bavt^ lieen widely ])re valent, and no doubt his refusal 
of a pension l^emhul to c.ontirni it. Abbotsford was, for some 
wcieks at least, bimie^ged nuudi as it had used to be in the golden 
days of 1823 and 1824 ; and if sometimes his guests brought 
animation and tileasure with them, even tfien tlie result was 
a legacy of rcHloubled lassitude. The Diary, among a very 
few ami far-separated entries, has this: — September 6. — In 
spite of liesolution, I have left my Diary for some weeks, 
— I cannot well tell why. We liave had abundance of travel- 
ling Counts and Countesses, Yankees male and female, and a 
Yankee-Doodle- Dandy into the bargain — a smart young Vir- 
ginia-man. But we liave liad friends of our own also — the 
Miss Ardens, young Mrs, Morritt and Ann Morritt, most agree- 
able visitors. — Cadoll came out here yesterday with his horn 
fillcul with good news. He calculates that in October the debt 
will be n^liiced to Ij.(iO,()()(). This makes me care less about 
the ierms I retire upon. The efforts by which we have advanced 
thuB far are new in literature, and what is gained is secure.^' 

Mr. Cadell’s great hope, when he offered this visit, had 
been that the good news of the Magnum might induce Sir 
Walt(3r to <H)ntent> himself with working at notes and prefaces 
for its coming volumes, without straining at more difficult tasks* 
He found his friend, however, by no means disposed to adopt 
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tlui writer luul a-ntieipated. l lio royal exiles were received 
with })erfeet (ItH'onun, whie-h tlunr modest bearing to all classes, 
and unobtrusive, thougli luaguilie.eiit beucvolenco to the poor, 
(U'o long (‘,onvert(ul into a feeling of deep and affectionate re- 
sp(‘c.truln(‘,ss. During tlunr stay in Bcotland, the King took 
more than one oiiportunity of conveying to 8ir Walter his 
gratitud(‘. for this salutary interfereiu^e on his behalf. The 
ladi(‘.s of th(‘. royal family liad a curiosity to see Abbotsford, 
but b(ung aware of his reduced health and wealth, took care 
to visit th(^ placid wlum he was known to bci from home. Sev- 
eral French noblemen of the train, however, paid liim tludr 
respects ])(u*soually. I remember with ])articular pleasure a 
(u)upl(‘. of days that the I)uk(^ of LavabMontmorency spent 
with him : he was also gratified with a visit from Marshal 
Bourmont, though unfortunately that came after his ailments 
had nnudi advane,ed. ''fhe Marshal was accompanied by the 
Baron dTIaussez, one of the 'Bolignac Ministry, wlioso pub- 
lished account of bis reBi(hm(‘.e in this country contains no 
speiuunm of vain imbecility morii pitiable tlian the page he 
gives to Abbotsford. Bo far from eomjireliending anything 
of his host’s eharaiiter or eouversation, tln^ Baron had not even 
eyes to observe that ho was in a sorely dilapidated condition 
of bodily health. 

The reader has already seen that he had many misgivings in 
contemplating his final retirement from the situation he had 
occujiiicMl for six-and-twenty years in the CJourt of Bession. 
Buell abroach in old habits is always a serious experiments 
but in his (‘.ase it was very parthmlarly so, because it involved 
his losing during the winter mouths, wlien men most need 
society, the iuttn-c.ourse of almost all that retnained to liim of 
d<mr familiar friiuuls. He bad besides a love for the very 
stones of Edinburgh, and the thought that he was never again to 
sleep under a roof of his own in his native city, cost him many a 
pang. But h(^ never alludes either in his Diary or in his letters 
(nor do I renuuuber that ho evin- did so in conversation) to the 
circum8tan(‘.e which, far more than all besid(‘*s, occasioned care 
and regnd’. in the hosom of his family. However ho might 
(ding to the notion that his x'eccuit ailments sprung merely 
from a disordercMl stonuudi, they had dismisBed that dream, and 
the heaviest of their thoughts was, that ho was fixing himself 
in the country just when his health, perhaps his life, might 
depend any given hour on the immediate presence of a sur- 
gical hand. They reflected that the only practitioner resident 
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upon any inan^s fritnul, tliaii lie had about this time to en- 
counter. He (‘.ouldnot watch Scott froni liour to hour — above 
allj ho could not write to his dictation^ without gradually, 
slowly, most r(‘.luctantly taking homo to Ids bosom the con- 
viction that the luiglity mind, whicdi he had worshipped 
through more than thiiby years of intinia(‘y, had lost sometliing, 
and wa,s daily losing something more of its energy. The 
faculties w(n’e th(‘.r(% and (‘ach of them was every now and 
them displaying itsedf in its full vigour; but the sagacious 
judgment, the brilliant fancy, the unrivalled memory, wore all 
8ul)jcct to occasional eclipse — 

“ Amid the strings his fingers stray’d, 

And an uncertain warbling made.” 

hlv(u* and anon ho ])aused and looked round him, like one half- 
waking from a drcjim, moeked with shadows. The sad be- 
wildmaiumt oF his ga,ze sliewed a momentary consciousness 
that, like. Samson in itie laj) of the Philistine, his strength 
was ])Jissing from him, and lie was bee.oming weak like unto 
other num.” 'Tlnm cjime the strong (dfort of aronsed will — 
the c.loud disptu’scul as if before an irresistible current of purer 
air — all wa.sl)right a,nd s(‘.reuoasof old — and then it closed 
again in y(‘.t dcMvpcvr darkn(‘.ss. 

During th(‘. (mrly part of this winter the situation of Cadell 
and Tkillantyne was luirdly less painful, and still more em- 
barrassing. What doubly and tnddy perplexed them was, 
that while the MS. s(mt For ])ress seemed worse every budget, 
Sir Wall»(U’’H lei.ters continued as clear in thought, and almost 
so in expression, as Fornnn-ly — Full of the old shrewdness 
and hrmnesB, and manly kindness, and even of the old good- 
humoured pleasantry. About them, except the staggering 
penmanship, ami here and there one word put down obviously 
lor anotluu-, was s(‘arc.ctly anytliiiig to iudi(*.ato decayed 

vigour. 1 1 is not Hur|)rising that poor Hallanty ne, in |)articular, 
should have shrunk From the notion that anything was amiss, 
— cxcMdfi. the ehoi(u% of an unfortnnat(^ aubj(Md, and the indul- 
gence of mor(^ than c.ommon (‘.anfii^ssnoHs and rapidity in com- 
position. He secuns to have done bo as he would from some 
horrid suggestion of the Ih^vil; and accordingly obeyed his 
natural sense of duty, by stating, in plain terms, that he con- 
sidered the opening cJiapUn’S of (Jount Robert as decidedly 
inferior to anything that had (wcw before c.ome from that pen. 
tJames appears to have dwelt ehietiy on tiie hopelessnoss of any 
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importa-nt t.haii had cvor Ix'-foro becai af^itatcd within the forius 
of tlu*. e.oiisiaiution — “ was pin-Iiaps r(‘.j;anle(l by most grave and 
retired men with fcudings n<‘a,r akin to those of the anxious 
and mt‘.lan(‘holy invalid at Abbotsford. To annoy him addi- 
tionally, lu^ found many (miinout persons, who had hitherto 
avow<Ml polii.i(‘s of his own eolour, nmouncing all their old 
bnnh.s, a,nd joining the cry of Reform, whiidi to him sounded 
R(ua)lution, as k(Hmly as the keenest of those who had l)e.en 
through life eonsidored apostles of Republicanism. And I 
must also obscuwi^, that as, notwithstanding his own steady 
d'oryism, he. had mwer allowed politicuil differences to affect 
his private feelings towards fritmds and companions, so it now 
happened that among the few with whom he had daily inter- 
(’.ours(*., there was hardly one he (iould look to for sympathy 
in his prc^scmt rivtUudiions and anticipations. The aifectionato 
fjaidlaw had always been a stout Wing; he hailed the coming 
ehang(^s as the Ix^ginning of a })olitical millennium. Ballan- 
tyiu^, influ(mce<l probably by his new ghostly counsellors, was by 
degnum lea.ning to a similar view of things. Cadell, his book- 
seller, a.nd now the ju’incipal conlidant and assistant from week 
to we(‘.k in all his plans and speculations, had always, 1 })rc- 
Hume, (‘.onsidered the Tory enunl as a pi(‘ce of weakiu'ss — to 
be pardoiuMl, ind(a‘.d, in a poet and an antiquary, but at best 
pititul in num of atjy other class. 

Iknvards the end of November, Sir Walter had another 
slight touch of apoplexy. H(^ recovered himself without assist- 
ant*e. ; but again c.onsidted his ])hysicianB in Eilinburgh, and 
by tlnur a,dvi(H' jidopU'd a still greater scwerity of regimen. 

' The n^adtu’ will now understand what Ids frame aTid condi- 
tion of In^alth and spirits wcn-e, when he at length received 
from Halhuityin^ a dcHudtMl protest against the novel on whic.h 
h(^ wa.s struggling to lix the shattered energic^s of his memory 
and fancy. He re})li(Hl thus: 


Ahboi^ford, Bth Dec, 18S0. 

My T)(^ar James,” If T were like other authors, as T flat- 
t(‘r mymdf I am not, I should * send you an order on my treas- 
urer for a hundixMl diuiats, wishing you all prosperity and a 
little more taster; l)ut having never supposed that any abili- 
ties I evtn* had w(‘r(^ of a pc^rpc^.tual texture, I am glad when 
friends tcJl me what I ndglit be long in finding out myself. 
Mr. (kulidl will shew you what I have written to him. My 
present idea is to gc^ abroad for a few months, if I hold to 

X Archbishop of Grenada, In Gil BUm. 
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iiig the originiil anumnt, of tlio doht to about L.54,()00. It bad 
been not unmiturally aiipi-obcndod that the couvulscd state of 

])olita(*.s iiugiit tlu‘. salo of the 3 ixujnnm Opus; 

but tluH (iooB uot HiHmx to luwo 1)0-011 tlio c-asc to any extent 
worth notu',0. i h(^, mooting was iiuinorous — and, not contented 
with a iHuie-wcd voto of tliaiiks to their debtor, they jiassed 
uuauuuoiisiy a roHob^l,^)jj^ which was moved by Mr. (now Sir 
,IatueB) ( uhsoii-Uraig, and soeotuled by Mr. ''riionuiB Allan — 
both, by the way, hauling Wliigs : — That Sir Walter Scott 
be re(iu(*si-(‘-d to ac‘,copt of furniture, plate, linens, paintings, 
library, {UHi euruiHitioH of twery deH(*.ri])tiou, as the best means 
tlu^ creditors have of (‘X])rossmg their very high sense of his 
most honourable e.oiuluct, and in grateful acknowledgment for 
the uuparalhdoil a-ml most successful exertions he has made, 
and continues to luako, for them.” 

On the IHth, (Jadoll a,nd Ihillaiityne proceedc^d to Abbots- 
ford, and touiul Sir Walter in a jihund state — having evi- 
dently lieen much soothed and gratifunl with the tidings from 
Mr. l|orb(‘.B. lus whole appiMiranco was greatly bettor than 
th(\y had ventured to anticipate*-; and dehnuiug literary qties- 
tions till th(^ morning, ho made*, this gift from his creditors the 
chief subject of his couvc'.rsation. Ho said it had taken a 
heavy load <>11 his niim\. apprehended that, evim if his 
future works should iiroduce little money, the profits of the 
Mae/nim, (luring a limited number of years, with the sum 
which had been insured on his life, would be sufficient to oblit- 
erate the rmnauiing |)art of the llallantyue debt : he consid- 
ered the lilirary and museum now (‘-onveyed to him as worth 
at the leaHt Ij.u), ()()(), ami this would enable him to make some 
provision tor his youugor children. He said that he designed 
to (execute his last will without delay, and detailed to his 
friends all the particmlars which the document ultimately 
embnu*-ed. He mentioned to them that he had recently 
rectuved, through the Lord (]hi(‘-f-(JommiB 8 ioncr Adam, a mes- 
sage from the m^w King, intimating his Majesty^s disposition 
to k(Hq) in mind l\\n lato brother’s kind intentions with regard 
to (IharlcH ^<y>tt;~and altogether his talk, though grave, and 
on grave topics, was the reverse of melaneholy. 

Next morning, iu vVal tor’s study, Ballantyne read aloud 
the political essay which had (after the old fashion) grown 
to an extent far beyond wliat the author contemplated when he 
began his task. To print, it in the Weekly Journal, as originally 
proposed, would now be hardly compatible witli the limits of 
that paper: Sir Walter haci resolved on a separate publication. 


I believe no one ever saw this performance but tbe boot- 
seller^ the printer, and William Laidlaw ; and I cannot pretend 
to have gathered any clear notion of its contents, — except 
that the panacea was the reimposition of the income-tax ; and 
that after much reasoning in support of this measure, Sir 
Walter attacked the principle of Parliamentary Eeform in toto. 
We need hardly suppose that he advanced any objections which 
would seem new to the students of the debates in both Houses 
during 1831 and 1832 ; his logic carried no conviction to the 
breast of his faithful amanuensis; but Mr. Laidlaw assured 
me, nevertheless, that in his opinion no composition of Sir 
Walter’s happiest day contained anything more admirable than 
the bursts of indignant and pathetic eloquence which here and 
there set off a halting argument.” 

The critical arbiters, however, concurred in condemning the 
production. Cadell spoke out. He assured Sir Walter, that 
from not being in the habit of reading the newspapers and 
periodical works of the day, he had fallen behind the common 
rate of information on questions of practical policy ; that the 
views he was enforcing had been already expounded by many 
Tories, and triumphantly answered by organs of the Liberal 
party; but that, be the intrinsic value and merit of these 
political doctrines what they might, he was quite certain that 
to put them forth at that season would be a measure of ex- 
treme danger for the author’s personal interest ; that it would 
throw a cloud over his general popularity, array a hundred 
active pens against any new work of another class that might 
soon follow, and perhaps even interrupt the hitherto splendid 
success of the Collection on which so much depended. On all 
these points Ballantyne, though with hesitation and diflB.dence, 
professed himself to be of Cadell’s opinion. There ensued a 
scene of a very unpleasant sort ; but by and by a kind of com- 
promise was agreed to : the plan of a separate pamphlet, with 
the well-known nom de guem of Malachi, was dropt ; and Bal- 
lantyne was to stretch his columns so as to find room for the 
lucubration, adopting all possible means to mystify the public 
as to its parentage. This was the understanding when the ; 
conference broke up ; but the unfortunate manuscript was 
soon afterwards committed to the flames. James Ballantyne 
accompanied the proof-sheet with many minute criticisms on 
the conduct as well as expression of the argument : the author’s 
temper gave way and the commentary shared the fate of the text. 

Mr. Cadell opens a very brief account of this affair with 
expressing his opinion, that “ Sir Walter never recovered it ; ” 
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and tie ends with an altogether needless apology for his own 
part in it. He did only what was his duty by his venerated 
friend ; and he did it, I doubt not, as kindly in manner as in 
spirit. Even if the fourth epistle of Malachi had been more 
like its precursors than I can well suppose it to have been, 
nothing could have been more unfortunate for Sir Walter than 
to come forward at that moment as a prominent antagonist of 
Heform. Such an appearance might very possibly have had 
the consequences to which the bookseller pointed in his remon- 
strance ; but at all events it must have involved him in a maze 
of replies and rejoinders ; and I think it too probable, that some 
of the fiery disputants of the periodical press, if not of St. 
Stephen's Chapel, might have been ingenious enough to con- 
nect any real or fancied flaws in his argument with those cir- 
cumstances in his personal condition which had for some time 
been darkening his own reflections with dim auguries of the 
fate of Swift and Marlborough. His reception of Ballantyne^s 
affectionate candour may suggest what the effect of really 
hostile criticism would have been. The end was, that seeing 
how much he stood in need of some comfort, the printer and 
bookseller concurred in urging him not to despair of .Count Rob- 
ert. They assured him that he had attached too much impor- 
tance to what had formerly been said about the defects of its 
opening chapters ; and he agreed to resiune the novel, which 
neither of them ever expected he would live to finish. If we 
did wrong, says Cadell, we did it for the best ; we felt that 
to have spoken out as fairly on this as we had on the other 
subject, would have been to make ourselves the bearers of a 
death-warrant.^^ I hope there are not many men who would 
have acted otherwise in their painful situation. 

The next entry of the Diary has these sentences : — “Ever 
since my fall in Eebruary, it is very certain that I have seemed 
to speak with an impediment. To add to this, I have the con- 
stant increase of my lameness — the thigh-joint, knee-joint, and 
ancle-joint. I move with great pain in the whole limb, and am 
at every minute, during an hour’s walk, reminded of my mor- 
tality. I should not care for all this, if I w^ere sure of dying 
handsomely; and Cadell’s calculations might be sufliciently 
firm, though the author of Waverley had pulled on his last 
nightcap. Hay, they might he even more trustworthy, if re- 
mains, and memoirs, and such like, were to give a zest to the 
posthumous. But the fear is, lest the blow be not sufficient to de- 
stroy life, and that I should linger on, ^ a driveller and a show.’ ” ^ 

1 Johnson’s Vanity of Human Wishes. 
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had to remain nndor tins friendly roof tintil the 9th of Febru- 
ary. IliH host p{U’(*,eived ihat he was unlit for any company 
but the (|uiel.CBtj and had sometimes one old fricmd, Mr. Thom- 
son, Mr. (Ilerk, or Mr, Sk(me, to dinner — but no more. He 
seemed Klad to s(‘.e them — but they all observed him with 
pain. He nev('r took the lead in (•.onv(U’sation, and oft(ui re- 
mained altof^ether silent. In the mornin^^s he wrote usually 
for sevtu'al hours at (lovint Robert ; and Mr. Oadell reniembors 
in ])artieailar, that on Hallantyn(‘.’H reminding him that a motto 
was wanted for one of the chapters already hnisluub he looked 
out for a moniciit at the gloomy weather, and penned these 
lilies — 


The storm incroases ’tin no sunny sliower, 

Poster’d in the moist breast of Man'h or April. 

Or such as pare^hed Summer cools his lij>H with. 

Heaven’s windows are Hung wide ; tim inmost deeps 
Call in hoarse greeting onc^ upon anotlier ; 

On comes the Hood in all its foaming horrors, 

And where’s the dike shall stop itV ” 

The Deluge : a Poem, 

On the 4th F(4)ruary, the will was signed, and attested by 
Nicolson, to whom Sir Walter explaimul the*, nature of the doe- 
unumt, adding, 1 d(*.posit it for safety in Mr. (kuhdPs hands, 
and 1 still hope it may he long before he has oe(‘<asion to pro- 
due, Ci it.’^ Poor Nicolson was much agitated, but stammered 
out a deep (tmon. 

Another ohj(U',t of this journey was to consult, on the advice 
of Dr. ICbcmezer (narkson, a skilful mechanist, by name Fort- 
une, fibout a eontrivaue.e for the support of tlu*, lame limb, 
which had of latc^ givcm him much i)aiu, as w'ell as ineonven- 
icne(^ Mr. hkirtuiu^ ])r()due(Hl a clever piece of handiwork, and 
Hir Waltc^r f(dt at first great ndief from the usc^ of it: insomuch 
that luB spirits rose to quite the old pitch, and Ids letter to me 
upon the oceasion overflows with merry applica-tions of sundry 
maxiiUB and vtu’ses a, bout Fortune: ^^ Forlm Forinwi 
&c. cHdc. 

Of this exemrsion the Diary says — Abbotsford, Febrna'n/9. 
Tlie snow became impassabie, and in Kdiuhurgb I rcunained 
immoveably fix(sl for ion days, never getting out of doors, save 
once or twice to diinu^r, whmi T w(uit and retnrned in a sedan- 
chair. Cadcll made a point of my coming to his exeellent 
houHC, where I had no h^ss excellent an apartnuvnt, and the most 
kind treatment; that is, no making a slunv of me, for which I 
was in but bad tunc. Abercrombie and Ross had me bled with 



cupping-glasses, reduced me confoundedly, and rest; 
all creature comforts. But they did me good, as I a 
sincerely meant to do j I got rid of a giddy feeling ■ 
been plagued with, and have certainly returned nine 
did not neglect my testamentary affairs, I execu 
will, leaving Walter burdened with L.IOOO to So] 
to Anne, and the same to Charles. He is to advam 
money if they want it j if not, to pay them interes 
is his own choice, otherwise I would have sold thi 
rattletraps. I have made provisions for clearing ni 
my publications, should it be possible ; and should 
possible, from the time of such clearance being eff 
a fund available to all my children who shall be al 
representatives. My bequests must, many of them, 
thetical.” 

At the beginning of March, he was anew roused ; 
cal affairs j and bestowed four days in drawing up 
against the Eeform Bill, which he designed to be 
the Freeholders of the Forest. They, however, 
shorter one from the pen of a plain practical con 
man (the late Mr. Elliot Lockhart of Borthwickbra 
often represented them in Parliament: and Sir 
probable, felt this disappointment more acutely t 
chosen to indicate in his J ournal. 

March 11. — This day we had our meeting at 
found Borthwickhrae had sent the frame of an i 
was the reverse of mine in every respect. As I 
met the ideas of the meeting (six in number) b( 
than mine, I instantly put that in my pocket. It 
right to decline future interference, and let the w 
^Transeat enm caeteris erroribus.’ — I will make 
public at every place where I shall be called upon 
to appear ; but I will not thrust myself forward a 
the Lord have mercy upon us, and incline our hea 
this vow ! 

He kept it in all parts. Though urged to take 
against the Eeform Bill, by several persons of 1 
quence, who of course little knew his real conditioi 
he resolutely refused to make any such experiment i 
he was equally resolved to be absent from no meetin 
as Sheriff or Deputy-Lieutenant, he might naturally 
to appear in his place, and record his aversion to the 
first of these meetings was one of the freeholders of 
held at Jedburgh on the 21st of March, and there, 


tress and alarm of his daughter, he insisted on being present, 
and proposing one of the Tory resolutions, — which he did in 
a speech of some length, but delivered in a tone so low, and 
with such hesitation in utterance, that only a few detached 
passages were intelligible to the bulk of the audience. 

“We are tokP^ (said he) “on high authority, that France is 
the model for us, — that we and all the other nations ought to 
put ourselves to school there, — and endeavour to take out our 
degrees at the University of Paris} The French are a very in- 
genious people ; they have often tried to borrow from us, and 
now we should repay the obligation by borrowing a leaf from 
them. But I fear there is an incompatibility between the 
tastes and habits of France and Britain, and that we may suc- 
ceed as ill in copying them, as they have hitherto done in copy- 
ing us. We, in this district, are proud, and with reason, that 
the first chain-bridge was the work of a Scotchman. It still 
hangs where he erected it, a pretty long time ago. The French 
heard of our invention, and determined to introduce it, but with 
great improvements and embellishments, A friend of my own 
saw the thing tried. It was on the Seine, at Marly. The French 
chain-bridge looked lighter and airier than the prototype. Every 
Englishman present was disposed to confess that we had been 
beaten at our own trade. But by and by the gates were opened, 
and the multitude were to pass over. It began to swing rather 
formidably beneath the pressure of the good company; and by 
the time the architect, who led the procession in great pomp 
and glory, reached the middle, the whole gave way, and he — 
worthy, patriotic artist — was the first that got a ducking. 
They had forgot the great middle bolt — or rather, this ingen- 
ious person had conceived that to be a clumsy-looking feature, 
which might safely be dispensed with, while he put some in- 
visible gimcrack of his own to supply its place.” Here Sir 

Walter was interrux^ted by violent hissing and hooting from 
the populace of the town, who had flocked in and occupied 
the greater part of the Court-House. He stood calmly till the 
storm subsided, and resumed ; but the friend, whose notes are 
before me, could not catch what he said, until his voice rose 
with another illustration of the old style. “ My friends,” he 
said, “ I am old and failing, and you think me full of very 
silly prejudices; but I have seen a good deal of public men, 
and thought a good deal of public affairs in my day, and I 
cank help suspecting that the manufacturers of this new con- 
stitution are like a parcel of schoolboys taking to pieces a 

1 See Edinburgh Beview for October 1830, p. 23. 
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! JirulyfitH Mtsa Kt*rri(‘r-»- Kkrtioii Scorn's at Jedbiirp;h and 
hriliirk c jyttlr Ikuigi'nm.s bofj^uu — KxcurHion to Doui^iflaKdalo-"— Visits 
pf I ii|»Uiin Hitrim uad Wordsworth “>'• I )i*.partu ns from Abbotsford — 
LpiuiMn \pyivgp ai t,ho Uarlnan Malta — Naplos--- R()ine -— Notes 
by Mrii. Ihivy, H|r \V. (bdl, and Mr. IC. CduMU'y — Publication of the 
lit«i liiloM lay baiuilonl. ISdl-lHUii. 

Arrr.ii n piiUHo <if Htntio <htyH, the Diary lias tins entry for 
Afiril iHdl : - “ From Saturday Idili April, to Saturday 
• llli of tlio saiiM* nuuith, unpU^a-santly oeeupied by ill health 
iiiiit i!m etmstM|uinic’OH. A diHiine-t stro’ke of paralysis affeediing 
liotli iiiv iiervim aiul HpoiH’h, though begimiing only on Monday 
ttitli li viu'v Itad eohi. Ihx'tor Ahereromhii^ was brought exit 
bv the friendly earn t>f (ladell, — but young Olarkson had 
iilrrady done tlm iiotMlfuI, that is, had bled and blistered, and 
ptiiri^d i!io on li very rexlucnul diet Whether preeautions have 
lippii taken in iinns I oauuot tell. I think they have, though 
severe in thrun.H«‘l beat tlie disease; luit 1 am alike pre- 
! Hired..” 

llie |irt«eetling |nirHgraph baslKum deciphered with difficulty. 
1lie biinv wlueli if. nn’ords wan grt'.atly more severe than any 
Itiiii liiid gout' before it. Sir Walter’s friend Lord Meadow- 
biiitk iiiid eoine to AbhotHford, as usual when on the Jedburgh 
rirniil; mid lii‘ w«nibi luakt* an (dTort to ri'cidvi^ the fludge in 
niiiiielliiiig of the old style, of the phuu*, ; he coll(‘i*.t(‘d several of 
llie litngliltiiiiriiig pntiry to dinnm*, ami trieil to bear bis wonted 
piiri lit ili«' eoiiverHiitifUi. Finding his streTigtb and spirits tlag- 
Hiiilf, Ilf' WIII4 tenifited t-o violate his physiedan’s diriH'tions, and 
fjiok two or three glaHHx.m of (diampagne, not having tasted 
wine for wnamil iitoiitdiH Indore. On red-iring t(.) his dressing- 
mmi li«^ bad ibiii sboidi of apophudic paralysis, and 

kft|it liii 4 bed under tdii' Hurgeon’s bands for severa] days. 

Hlifirily afterwards his ebbist son and his daugliter Sophia 
ttrrivpil lit. AlilMii!4fiirti. It. inav be Hunposed that thov both 



of a fever. I followed her a week later, wheii we established 
ourselves at Chiefswood for the rest of the season. Charles 
Scott had some months before this time gone to Naples, as an 
attache to the British embassy there. During the next six 
months the Major was at Abbotsford every now and then — as 
often as circumstances could permit him to be absent from his 
Hussars. 

On my arrival (May 10th), I found Sir Walter to have rallied 
considerably ; yet his appearance, as I first saw him, was the 
most painful sight I had ever then seen. Knowing at what 
time I might be expected, he had been lifted on his pony, and 
advanced about half a mile on the Selkirk road to meet me. 
He moved at a foot-pace, with Laidlaw at one stirrup, and his 
forester Swanston (a fine fellow, who did all he could to replace 
Tom Purdie) at the other. Abreast was old Peter Mathieson 
on horseback, with one of my children astride before him on a 
pillion. Sir Walter had had his head shaved, and wore a black 
silk night-cap under his blue bonnet. All his garments hung 
loose about him ; his countenance was thin and haggard, and 
there was an obvious distortion in the muscles of one cheek. 
His look, however, was placid — his eye was bright as ever — 
perhaps brighter than it ever was in health; he smiled with 
the same affectionate gentleness, and though at first it was not 
easy to understand everything he said, he spoke cheerfully 
and manfully. 

He had resumed, and was trying to recast, his novel. All 
the medical men had urged him, by every argument, to abstain 
from any such attempts ; but he smiled on them in silence, or 
answered with some jocular rhyme. One note has this post- 
script — a parody on a sweet lyric of Burns : — 

“ Dour, dour, and eident was he, 

Dour and eident but-and-hen — 

Dour against their barley-water, 

And eident on the Bramah pen.” 

He told me, that in the winter he had more than once tried 
writing with his own hand, because he had no longer the same 
pith and birr ’’ that formerly rendered dictation easy to him ; 
but that the experiment failed. He was now sensible he could 
do nothing without Laidlaw to hold the Bramah pen ; adding, 
Willie is a kind clerk — I see by his looks when I am pleas- 
ing him, and that pleases me.” And however the cool critic 
may now estimate Count Eobert, no one who then saw the au- 
thor could wonder that Laidlaw^s prevalent feeling in writing 



|nii:rM ^sIhhiIi! lijivi' lnM‘11 ailuiiraiioih Hiulnr tlmfull eoii- 
itiat- lu* luul HiiHiaiut'tl thm's or (our ntrokos of apo- 
pli^^v ur palnv* ur In till couiliiiuMk auci iorturod by variouH 
allt-iidaiit ailuiriilH - craitip* rluMunaUKiti iu half liin joints, 
iLiiiv iiirrfMHUig InuunioMH, ami now (d‘ ^^ravid (which was, 
tliMiii'h iu»t \v;iM ) ho ndatuctl all the ciuu'gy ol‘ his will, 
;*! liiaufully ugaiuHt this sea of i.rituhli^s, and inif^lit. W(‘ll 

li.iir .'uiid .Herhaisly, us 1 h^ iiu»r<» than onia'. both said and wrota 

phiy f"i.il!yt 

** ‘1*1^ nut ill itinrlulH t4> Cftiumaiwl micc’iw, 

Util wiOl| tiu mnn% SeiuprtMiiuH, we’ll di^Hcrva it.” ^ 

'Fm H'Ciirtf thinu iu aniUHiug him iu t he hours which ho spout 
itiif id luH nliiii) , autl i‘Hpc(*iully tluii. In^ might ho tomptod to 
iiiiiki’ ilawi* IsHir.H nmro rn*«pu'at, lii.s daiightors liad invited his 
I'l iriid iiii^ iiuitiin'OHH of Marriage to iHime out tu Abbotsford; 
and tier «’ojiim|,.t was Hcrviccabh*. Fiir slu^ know ami lovod him 
widb iuid 1 ‘die bud enough of alllietion akin to his, to V)o 
widl m tlmihitg with it. Him could not bo an hour in 

lit'i rmopniy wtihinil nhserviug what iilhul his children with 
nioi e jius row ihitu all the rest of the case. He wmuhl begin a 
fifnrj wi luuly iw ever, ami go tm, iu spite of the hesitation iu 
liifi It* tell it with pud-urem|Uo ctTee.t ; but before ho 

rinirhed the poiul, it Would semu m if Home internal spring had 
given way piMised iiml gamt round lum with the blank 
aii’Hiely tif look that a blind man has whim he has droppml his 
siiiif. Mnitliiiiking friends sonietimeH pained him smlly by 
gH’iiig linn lht» catchword ahriiptly. 1 noticed the delimicy of 
itiH’V Ferrier on sneh oeeasions. Iler sight was bad, and she 
iotik cure not in uj4e her glaHses when he was speaking; and 
affected to he itlw* troubled with di^ifncss, and would say 
- ” Weil, 1 am gidling an tiul! as a p«>Hi — I have not Inuird 
ii i¥i*ril miiee v«»u Haiti sound so being sure to inimtion a 
rirrniiiHliiiieii liidiiiid that at wbieli he had nmlly halted. He 
lliim Imdi up the thrmnl with his hahiiual smile of eourte.sy — 
ii.ii if fiiriitniiiig Inn case entiridy in the conHiihu’ation of the 
liiily*ii iiiliriiiily, lie hiwi also a visit from ilie learned and 
Mr. Mariiitosli Miickiiy, then miuiHter (d‘ Laggan, but 
iiitm" III liiitiooii -'M-lie chief unthor of the (laelie- Dictionary, 
lliris rereiitly fiiildished under tint auspices of the Higliland 
HiMiriy ; iiiiil lliifi gimilenm..u also accommodated liimHclf, with 
ilii'tiiiri cif gimuiiie kiiidnesH, to tlm circumstances ol the tiina 
.III the fiiiiiily circle Htr Walter siddoiii sp**ke of his illnoBS 
I Adills»»n*s f'tilm 



at all, and when lie did, it was always in the hopeful strain. 
In priyate to Laidlaw and myself, his language corresponded 
exactly with the tone of the Diary — he expressed his belief 
that the chances of recovery were few — very few — but always 
added, that he considered it his duty to exert what faculties 
remained to him, for the sake of his creditors, to the very last. 

am very anxious,^’ he repeatedly said to me, ^^to be done, one 
way or other, with this Count Eobert, and a little story about 
the Castle Dangerous, which also I had long had in my head — 
but after that I will attempt nothing more — at least not until 
I have finished all the notes for the novels, &c. ; for, in case of 
my going off at the next slap, you would naturally have to 
take up that job, — and where could you get at all my old 
wives^ stories 

I felt the sincerest pity for Cadell and Eallantyne at this 
time; and advised him to lay Count Eobert aside for a few 
weeks at all events, until the general election now going on 
should be over. He consented — but immediately began another 
series of Tales on Trench History — which he never completed. 

On the 18th of May, I witnessed a scene which must dwell 
painfully on many memories besides mine. The rumours of 
brick-bat and bludgeon work at the hustings of this month 
were so prevalent, that Sir Walter’s family, and not less zeal- 
ously the Tory candidate (Henry Scott, heir of Harden, now 
Lord Polwarth), tried every means to dissuade him from at- 
tending the election for Roxburghshire. We thought over- 
night that we had succeeded, and indeed, as the result of the 
vote was not at all doubtful, there could be no good reason for 
his appearing on this occasion. About seven in the morning, 
however, when I came downstairs intending to ride over to 
Jedburgh, I found he had countermanded my horse, ordered 
his chariot to the door, and was already impatient to be off for 
the scene of action. We found the town in a most tempestu- 
ous state : in fact, it was almost wholly in the hands of a dis- 
ciplined rabble, chiefly weavers from Hawick, who marched 
up and down with drums and banners, and then, after filling 
the Court-hall, lined the streets, grossly insulting every one 
who did not wear the reforming colours. Sir Walter’s carriage, 
as it advanced towards the house of the Shortreed family, was 
pelted with stones; one or two fell into it, but none touched 
him. He breakfasted with the widow and children of his old 
friend, and then walked to the Hall between me and one of 
the young Shortreeds. He was saluted with groans and blas- 
phemies all the way — and I blush to add that a woman spat 



upon Mm from a window ; but tMs last contumely I think he 
did not observe. The scene within was much what has been 
described under the date of March 21st, except that though he 
attempted to speak from the Bench, not a word was audible, 
such was the frenzy. Young Harden was returned by a great 
majority, 40 to 19, and we then with difficulty gained the inn 
where the carriage had been put up. But the aspect of the 
street was by that time such, that several of the gentlemen on 
the Whig side came and entreated us not to attempt starting 
from the front of our inn. One of them. Captain Bussell 
Elliot of the Eoyal ISTavy, lived in the town, or rather in a villa 
adjoining it, to the rear of the Spread Eagle. Sir Walter was 
at last persuaded to accept this courteous adversary's invita- 
tion, and accompanied him through some winding lanes to his 
residence. Peter Mathieson by and by brought the carriage 
thither, in the same clandestine method, and we escaped from 
Jedburgh — with one shower more of stones at the Bridge. I 
believe there would have been a determined onset at that spot, 
but for the zeal of three or four sturdy Darnickers (Joseph 
Shillinglaw, carpenter, being their Coryphseus), who had, unob- 
served by us, clustered themselves beside the footman in the 
rumble. The Diary contains this brief notice : — May 18. — 
Went to Jedburgh greatly against the wishes of my daughters. 
The mob were exceedingly vociferous and brutal, as they usu- 
ally are nowadays. The population gathered in formidable 
numbers — a thousand from Hawick also — sad blackguards. 
The day passed with much clamour and no mischief. Henry 
Scott was re-elected — for the last time, I suppose. Trojafuit 
I left the borough in the midst of abuse, and the gentle hint of 
Burk Sir Walter. Much obliged to the brave lads of Jeddart.” 

Sir Walter fully anticipated a scene of similar violence at 
the Selkirk election, which occurred a few days afterwards ; 
but though here also, by help of weavers from a distance, there 
was a sufficiently formidable display of Badical power, there 
occurred hardly anything of what had been apprehended. 
Here the Sheriff was at home — known intimately to every- 
body, himself probably knowing almost all of man’s estate by 
head mark, and, in spite of political fanaticism, all but uni- 
versally beloved as well as feared. The only person who ven- 
tured actually to hustle a Tory elector on his way to the poll, 
attracted Scott’s observation at the moment when he was get- 
ting out of his carriage; he instantly seized the delinquent 
with Ms own hand — the man’s spirit quailed, and no one 
coming to the rescue, he was safely committed to prison until 



the business of the day was over. Sir Walter had e 
preside at this election^ and therefore his family w( 
ably have made no attempt to dissuade him from att 
even had he staid away from Jedburgh. Among th 
ated rumours of the time, was one that Lord Williau 
the Tory candidate for Dumbartonshire, had beei 
massacred by the rabble of his county town. He 
grievously maltreated, but escaped murder, though, 
narrowly. But I can never forget the high glow a 
fused Sir Walter’s countenance when he heard th( 
dened story, and said calmly, in rather a clear voice 
of his calamitous afdiction almost disappearing for tl: 
— “Well, Lord William died at his post — 

‘ Non aliter cineres mando' jacere meos.’ ” ^ 

I am well pleased that the ancient capital of the . 
not stain its fair name upon this miserable occasic 
am sorry for Jedburgh and Hawick. This last to^ 
almost within sight of Branksome Hall, overhang 
S7met Teviofs silver tide. The civilised American or j 
will curse these places, of which he would never h 
but for Scott, as he passes through them in son 
century, when perhaps all that remains of our natiox 
may be the high literature adopted and extended in ; 
planted from our blood. 

Ho doubt these disturbances of the general elect! 
unfavourable influence on the invalid. When they ^ 
he grew calmer and more collected ; his speech becan 
little time, much clearer, and siich were the symptoms 
still about him, that I began to think a restoration nol 
Some business called me to London about the middh 
and when I returned at the end of three weeks, I had 
faction to find that he had been gradually amending. 

But, alas ! the first use he made of this partial i 
had been to expose his brain once more to an imaging 
He began his Castle Dangerous — the ground-work b( 
an old story which he had told in print, many years 
a rapid manner.^ And now, for the first time, he le 
tyne out of his secret. He thus writes to Cadell on 
July : — “I intend to tell this little matter to nobody 
hart. Perhaps not even to him ; certainly not to i 
having turned his back on his old political friend: 

1 Martial, i. 89 2 gee Essay on Chivalry — 18; 


longer have a claim to be a secretary in such matters, though 
I shall always be glad to befriend him.^^ Jameses criticisms 
on Count Robert had wounded Mm — the Diary, already quoted, 
shews how severely. The last visit this old ally ever paid at 
Abbotsford, occurred a week or two after. His newspaper had 
by this time espoused openly the cause of the Reform Bill — 
and some unpleasant conversation took place on that subject, 
which might well be a sore one for both parties — and not least, 
considering the whole of his personal history, for Mr. Ballan- 
tyne. Hext morning, being Sunday, he disappeared abruptly, 
without saying farewell ; and when Scott understood that he 
had signified an opinion that the reading of the Church service, 
with a sermon from South or Barrow, would be a poor substi- 
tute for the mystical eloquence of some new idol down the vale, 
he expressed considerable disgust. They never met again in 
this world. In truth, Ballantyne^s health also was already 
much broken j and if Scott had been entirely himself, he would 
not have failed to connect that circumstance in a charitable way 
with this never strong-minded man’s recent abandonment of 
his own old terra firma, both religious and political. But this 
is a subject on which we have no title to dwell. Sir Walter’s 
misgivings about himself, if I read him aright, now rendered 
him desirous of external support ; but this his spirit would fain 
suppress and disguise even from itself. When I again saw him 
on the l^th of this month, he shewed me several sheets of the 
new romance, and told me how he had designed at first to have 
it printed by somebody else than Ballantyne, but that, on re- 
flection, he had shrunk from hurting his feelings on so tender 
a point. I found, however, that he had neither invited nor re- 
ceived any opinion from J ames as to what he had written, but 
that he had taken an alarm lest he should fall into some blunder 
about the scenery fixed on (which he had never seen but once 
when a schoolboy), and had kept the sheets in proof until I 
should come back and accompany him in a short excursion to 
Lanarkshire. He was anxious in particular to see the tombs 
in the Church of St. Bride, adjoining the site of his Castle 
Dangerous,” of which Mr. Blore had shewn him drawings ; and 
he hoped to pick up some of the minute traditions, in which he 
had always delighted, among the inhabitants of Douglasdale. 

We set out early on the 18th, and ascended the Tweed, pass- 
ing in succession Yair, Ashestiel, Innerleithen, Traquair, and 
many more scenes dear to his early life, and celebrated in his 
writings. The morning was still, but gloomy, and at length 
we had some thunder. It seemed to excite him vividly, — 
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This socincd to put him into the train, of Prior, and he re- 
])oa.ted B(w(U‘al striking passages both of the Alma and the Sol- 
omon. Ho was still at this when we reached a longish hill, 
and lie got out to walk a little. As we climbed the ascent, he 
leaning heavily on my shoulder, we were met by a couple of 
beggars, who wtu’o, or professed to be, old soldiers both of 
Egypt and the Ihminsula. One of them wanted a leg, which 
(are.unista,nt*,o alone would have o])ened Scott’s purse-strings, 
though for ex fade a sad old blackguard j but the fellow had 
rec.oguised his ])erson, as it happenexi, and in asking an alms, 
bade (lod bless him feawently by his name. The mendicants 
wmit on their way, and wo stood breathing on the knoll. Sir 
Waltcu* followiul theun with his eye, and planting his stick 
iinuly on th(‘. sod, repeated without break or hesitation Prior’s 
veu’ses to the historian Mozeray. That he applied them to 
himself, was touchingly obvious — 

“ Whato’iu* thy countrymen have done, 

By law and wit, by sword and gun, 

III thee is faithfully recited ; 

And all the living world that view 
Thy works, give thee the praises duo — 

At once instructed and delighted. 

Yet for the fame of all these deeds, 

What boggar in the Invalides, 

With lauKUieHS broke, with blindness smitten, 

Wished (wer ilocently to di(^, 

To have been either Mezeray — 

Or any monarch he has written ? 

The man in graver tragic known. 

Though his bi^st part long since was done. 

Still on the stago di^sires to tarry ; 

And he who play’d the harlequin, 

After tlie still loads the scene, 

UnwilUng to retire, though weary.” 

We spent the night at the Inn of Douglas Mill, and at an 
early hour next morning proceeded to ina])ect, under the care 
of one of Imrd Douglas’ tenants, Mr. Haddow, the Oastle, the 
strange old bourg, the Ghundi, long since deserted as a place of 
worship, and the very extraordinary monuments of the most 
heroic and powerful family in the annals of Scotland. That 
works of s(uilpture equal to any of the fourteenth century in 
Westminster Abbey (for such they certainly were, though much 
mutilated by Cromwell’s soldiery) should be found in. so remote 
an inland plac6| attests strikingly the boundless resources of 



those haughty lords, whose coronet/^ as Scott says, so often 
counterpoised the crown.’^ The effigy of the best friend of 
Bruce is among the number, and represents him cross-legged, 
as having fallen in battle with the Saracen,' when on his 
way to J erusalem with the heart of his king. The whole peo- 
ple of the barony gathered round the doors, and two persons 
of extreme old age, — one so old that he well remembered Duke 
Willie — that is to say, the Conqueror of Culloden — were in- 
troduced to tell all their local legends, while Sir Walter ex- 
amined by torchlight these silent witnesses of past greatness. 
It was a. strange and melancholy scene, and its recollection 
prompted some passages in Castle Dangerous, which might 
almost have been written at the same time with Lammer- 
moor. The appearance of the village, too, is most truly 
transferred to the novel; and I may say the same of the 
surrounding landscape. We descended into a sort of crypt 
in which the Douglases were buried until about a century 
ago, when there was room for no more; the leaden coffins 
around the wall being piled on each other, until the lower ones 
had been pressed flat as sheets of pasteboard, while the floor 
itself was entirely paved with others of comparatively modern 
date, on which coronets and inscriptions might be traced. Here 
the silver case that once held the noble heart of the Good Lord 
James himself, is still pointed out. It is in the form of a 
heart, which, in memory of his glorious mission and fate, 
occupies ever since the chief place in the blazon of his 
posterity : — 

“ The bloody heart blazed in the van, 

Announcing Douglas’ dreaded name.” 

This charnel-house, too, will be recognised easily. Of the re- 
doubted Castle itself, there remains but a small detached frag- 
ment, covered with ivy, close to the present mansion ; but he 
hung over it long, or rather sat beside it, drawing outlines on 
the turf, and arranging in his fancy the sweep of the old pre- 
cincts. Before the subjacent and surrounding lake and morass 
were drained, the position must indeed have been the perfect 
model of solitary strength. The crowd had followed us, and 
were lingering about to see him once more as he got into his 
carriage. They attended 'him to the spot where it was waiting, 
in perfect silence. It was not like a mob, but a procession. 
He was again obviously gratified, and saluted them with an 
earnest yet placid air, as he took his leave. 

It was again a darkish cloudy day, with some occasional 



inuttorinp^s of (lisi.a.nt. i.lmndcr, and perliaps the state of the 
atinosphiUH^ told upon Sir Walter’s nerves; but I had never 
befoiT, s(H‘u him so sensitive as he was all the morning after 
this inH[KH*4ii<)ti of Douglas. As we drove over the high table- 
land of Dusmahago, bt^ n^ix^ated 1 know not how many verses 
from Wiuton, Harbour, and Blind I tarry, with, I believe, al- 
most, e,v('.ry stanza of Dunbar’s eli‘gy on the deaths of the 
Makm\s (poets). It was now tliat T saw him, such as he paints 
lums(df in oiu^ or two passages of his Diary, but such as las 
c.om|)auions in tlui nuuidiati vigour of his life never saw him — 
rusbirtg of a brook, or the sighing of the summer breeze, 
bringing tlu^ tears into bis eyes not nti pleasantly.” Bodily 
%v(‘akness laid i.h(‘. d(di(uu‘.y of the organisation bare, over which 
h(^ had pridtul himscdf in vv^iiaring a sort of half-stoical mask. 
IHgli and exalttul ftudings, indeed, ho had never been able to 
ktu^p c.omu'.aUHl, but he had shrunk from exhibiting to human 
eye the softer and gentler emotions which now trembled to the 
surface. He strovti against it even now, and presently came 
from the Lament of the Makers, to his Douglases, and 
chanted, rath(‘.r than iH^peatcd, in a sort of deep and glowing, 
though not disiiiud recitative, his first favourite among all the 
balhuls, — 

“ It was about the Lammas tide, 

When husbandmen do win thoir day, 

Tliat the Doughty Douglas bownde him to ride 
To England to drive a prey,” — 

down to the cdosiug stanzas, which again left him in tears, — 

“ My wound is deep-— I fain would sleep — 
d'ako thou the vanguard of the three, 

And hide mo beneath the bracken-bus li, 

That grows on yonder lily leo.’’ 

We reiudied my brother’s house on the Clyde some time be- 
fore tlie diniKUMiour, and Bir Walter appeared among the 
friends wlio receivcul him there with much of his old grace- 
ful composure of courtesy. He walked about a little — was 
pleased with the progress nuule in some building operations, and 
esi)ecially cotnmBuded my brother for having given his bridge 
ribs like Both well.” (Jreenshields was at hand, and he talked 
to him cheerfully, while the sculptor devoured his features, 
as under a solemn sense that they were before his eyes for the 
last time. My brother had taken care to have no company at 
dinner except two or three near noighhours, with whom Sir 
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Walter had been familiar through life, and wliose eni 
had been impossible to resist. One of these was the 
Elliott Lockhart of Cleghorn and Borthwickbrae — 1< 
ber of Parliament for Selkirkshire — the same w] 
reform address had been preferred to the SLeriff’ 
free-holders of that county in the preceding Mar( 
alas ! very soon after that address was accepted, P 
brae had a shock of paralysis as severe as any his ( 
had as yet sustained. He, too, had rallied beyond ex 
and his family were more hopeful, perhaps, than t] 
dared to be. Sir Walter and he had not met for a fe^ 
not since they rode side by side, as I well remem 
merry day’s sport at Bowhill ; and I need not tell an 
knew Borthwickhrae, that a finer or more gallant sp 
the Border gentleman than he was in his prime, nev6 
a hunting-field. When they now met (lieu qtcantum 
each saw his own case glassed in the other, and i 
their manly hearts could well contain itself as they 
Each exerted himself to the utmost — indeed far i 
and they were both tempted to transgress the law 
physicians. 

At night Scott promised to visit Cleghorn on his v 
but next morning, at breakfast, came a messenger to 
that the laird, on returning to his own house, fell 
another fit, and was now despaired of. Immediately 
he had intended to remain two days. Sir Walter 
brother aside, and besought him to lend him hors 
as Lanark, for that he must set off with the leasi 
delay. He would listen to no persuasions. — Ho, 
he said, this is a sad warning. I must home to w 
it is called day ; for the night cometh when no man 
I put that text, many a year ago, on my dial-ston.e j b 
preached in vain.^’ ^ 

We started accordingly, and making rather a fore 
reached Abbotsford the same night. During tlae j( 
was more silent than I ever before found him ; he i 
be wrapt in thought, and was but seldom roused to it 
of any object we passed. The little he said was mo 
Castle Dangerous, which he now seemed to feel sure 
finish in a fortnight, though his observation of th 

1 This dial-stone, which used to stand in front of the old ( 
is now in the centre of the garden, is inscribed, NTS TAP EPX: 
same Greek words made the legend on Dr. Johnson’s watch: 
probably taken the hint from Boswell. 


muRt needs cost tlic re-writing of several passages in the chap- 
i.(‘rs already pat into type. 

For two* or throe weeks he bent himself sedulously to his 
task — and cone, hided both Castle Dangerous and the long- 
suspended Count riobort. I^y this time he had submitted to 
Uu) re(‘.ommcndation of all his medical friends, and agreed to 
spend the coming winter away from Abbotsford, among new 
sc(mes, in a more genial climate, and above all (so he promised), 
in c,omid(‘,te abstinence from all literary labour. When Cap- 
i.a.in Basil Hall understood that he had resolved on wintering 
at Naples (where, as lias been mentioned, his son Charles was 
attached to the British Legation), it occurred to the zealous 
sailor that on such an occasion as this all thoughts of political 
differonc.c ought to bo dismissed, — and he, unknown to Scott, 
addressed a letter to Sir dames Graham, then First Lord of the 
Admiralty, stating the condition of his friend^s health, and 
his proposed plan, and suggesting that it would be a fit and 
graceful thing for the King^s Government to place a frigate at 
his disposal. Sir James replied that it afforded his Eoyal 
Master, as well as himself, the sincerest satisfaction to comply 
with this hint; and that whenever Sir Walter found it con- 
V(uueut to come southwards, a vessel should be prepared for 
his reception, Nothing could be handsomer than the way in 
which all this matter was arranged, and Scott, deeply gratified, 
cx(daimed that things were yet in the hands of gentlemen; 
but that he feared they had been undermining the state of 
society which, required such persons as themselves to be at 
the head. 

He had no wish, however, to leave Abbotsford until the 
approcudi of winter ; and having dismissed his Tales, seemed to 
say to himself that he would enjoy his dear valley for the in- 
tervening weeks, draw friends about him, revisit all the famil- 
iar BceuBB in his neighbourhood once more; and if he were 
never to coma back, store himself with the most agreeable rec- 
ollections in Ids power, and so conduct himself as to bequeath 
to us who surrounded him a last stock of gentle impressions. 
He continued to work a little at his notes and prefaces, the 
Rcdiquim of Oldbuck, and a private tome entitled Sylva Abbots- 
fordiensis, but did not fatigue liimself ; and when once all plans 
were settled, and all cares in so far as possible set aside, his 
health and spirits certainly rallied most wonderfully. He had 
settled that my wife and I should dine at Abbotsford, and he 
and Anne at (ihiefewood, day about ; and this rule was seldom 
departed from. Both at home and in the cottage he was will- 
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Mr. Turnox’H Bko.tcli of tliis pic-tiiresque Peel, and its ^^brother- 
hood of vonorablo trcos/^ is probably familiar to most of my 
roathn-H. 

Mr. (huh^ll brougldi the artist to Abbotsford, and was also of 
tins lkMi(uo*si(l(i party. 1 must not omit to record how grate- 
fully all Sir WaUxir’s family felt the delicate and watchful ten- 
dium(‘SH of Mr. (hubdrs c.oiuhud on this occasion. He so man- 
ag(ul that th(^ Novels just, hnished should remain in types, but 
not thrown oil until the author should have departed ; so as to 
givt^ opport.unity for riwising and abridging them. He might 
well h(^ Nu^ b(\ar(u* of cluHU’ing news as to their greater concerns, 
for th(^ siih^ of th(‘. Miujmim had, in s])ito of political tnrbii- 
hmex^s and distractions, gone on successfully. But he probably 
straiiHul a point to make things appear still better than they 
really were. He certainly spoke so as to satisfy his friend 
that he need give himself no sort of xmeasiness about the pecu** 
niary residts of idleuoBB and travel. It was about this time that 
we observed Sir Walter beginning to entertain the notion that 
his did)ts were paid off. By degrees, dwelling on this fancy, 
h(^ Ixdie.ved in it fully and implicitly. It was a gross delusion 
— hut luuther (ladell nor any one else had the lieart to disturb 
it hy any formal stateuumt of figures. It contributed greatly 
more than any (nrcnuustatice besides to soothe Sir Walter’s feel- 
ings, when it b(H‘.amo at last necessary that he should tear him- 
self from his land and his house, and the trees which he had 
nurscHl And with all that was done and forborne, the hour 
when it came was a most heavy one. 

Very tiear thc^ end there c.amo some unexpected things to cast a 
sunset brilliancy over Abbotsford. His son, the Major, arrived 
with tidings that he had obtained leave of absence from his 
reginumt, and should be in readiness to sail with his father. 
This was a mighty relief to ns all, on Miss Scott’s account as 
well as his, for my ()(‘-cupations did not permit mo to think of 
goitig with liim, atul tluuo was no other near connexion at 
hand. But Sir Walter was d(diglited — indeed, dearly as he 
loved all his (*bildren, he had a pride in the Major that stood 
quite l>y itsc^lf, and tlu^ hearty approbation whicdi looked through 
his eyes wlumcwer turned on him, sparkled brighter than ever 
as his own physical strength decayed. Young Walter had on 
tliis occasion mmt (hnvn a horse or two to winter at Abbotsford. 
One wiui a remarkably tall and handsome animal, jet black all 
over, and wlnm the M'ajor appeared on it one morning, equipped 
for a little sport with the greyhounds, Sir Walter insisted on 
being put upon Doucc) Davie, and conducted as far as the Cauld- 
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great inaHters of romance appeared to have been surrounded 
witli any due marks of rcHpeet in the close of life. I Iiappeiied 
t<) ohHcrye that <k^rvani.(w, on Ids last journey to Mndrid^ met 
with aii incidonti which setuned to have given him no common 
Hatinfaivlion. kSit Walter, did not remember the passage, and 
dcsirtMi me to find it out in tht‘. life by .Fellicor which was at 
liand, and irau.slati', it. I did so, and he listened with lively 
though peusive inbu-est. Our friend Allan, tlic historical 
painter, had also come out that day from Edinburgh, ajid he 
Bince iohi me that lu^ nnnombers nothing he ever saw with so 
miudi sad phuisure as the attitudes and aspect of Scott and 
Wordsworth as the story wmit om Mr, Wordsworth was at 
that time, 1 Bkould notice — though indeed his noble stanzas 
t(dl it — in l)iit a feel)le state of general health. He was, more- 
over, Buffering so mucli from some malady in his eyes, that he 
wore a deep green sliude over them. Thus he sat between Sir 
Walter and his datightor: ahslt omen — but it was no wonder 
that Allan thought as much of Milton as of Cervantes. The 
anecdote of the young Htudeut’s raptures on discovering that 
he liad been riding all day with the author of Hon Quixote, is 
introdticcd iii the Ercfacio to Count iiobert and Castle Hanger- 
ouH, whicli — (for I may not return to the subject) — came 
out at the close of November in four volumes, as the Fourth 
Hcrios of Tales of My Landlord. 

The following Bonnot was, no doubt, composed by Mr. 
Wordsworth that same evening: — 

A trouble, not of clouds, or weeping rain, 

Nor of the setting siuCs pathetic light 
Engcudored, luuigH o’er Eildon’s triple height: 

Spirits of power asHeinbled there comphiin 
For kindred power departing from tlioir sight ; 

While Tweed, best pleased in chanting a blithe strain, 

Saddens liis voice again, and yet again. 

Lift up your lumrtB, ye mournera 1 for the might 
Of the whole world’s good wishes with him goes ; 

Blessings and prayers, in nohler retinue 

Than sceptred King or laurelled Conqueror knows, 

Follow this wondrous potentate. Be true, 
y© winds of Ocean, and the Midland Sea, 

Wafting your charge to soft Partheuope.” 

Early on the 23d of Bontember 1831, Sir Walter left Abbots- 

ford, attendod by his daughter Anne and myself, and we 
reaeiied Ijondon by easy stages on the 28 th, having spent one 
day at llokeby. 'l have nothing to inontion of this journey 
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Hotiry Holland (an CKtcomcd friend of liis own) came accord- 
ingly ; and all the three conciirred in recognising evidence 
that ihert\ was incipient disease in the brain. There were still, 
however, siudi symptoms of remaining vigour, that they flat- 
tered themselves, if their patient would submit to a total inter- 
mission of all literary labour during some considerable space 
of time, the malady might yet be arrested. When they left 
him afhn* tlu^ first inspection, they withdrew into an adjoining 
room, and on soon rejoining him found that in the interim he had 
wluicled his(duiir into a dark corner, so that he might see their 
fac'.es without their being able to read his. When he was in- 
formed of the comparatively favourable views they entertained, 
he expressed great thankfulness; promised to obey all their 
directions as to diet and repose most scrupulously ; and he did 
not c'.onceal from them, that “ he had feared insanity and feared 

The following are extracts from his Diary: — London, Octo- 
ber 2, 1821. — 1 have been very ill, and if not quite unable to 
writ(s I have been unfit to do it. I have wrought, however, 
at two Waverley things, hut not well. A total prostration of 
bodily strength is my chief complaint. I cannot walk half a 
nul(‘. Ther(^ is, besides, some mental confusion, with the 
exhmt of whicdi I am not, perhaps, fully acquainted. I am 
perha|)B setting. I am myself inclined to think so, and like a 
(lay that has been admired as a fine one, the light of it sets 
down amid mists and storms. I neither regret nor fear the 
approacli of death, if it is coming. I woxihl compound for a 
little |)aiu instead of this heartless muddiness of mind. The 
ex{)enBe of this journey, <&c. will be considerable; yet these 
heavy burdens could be easily borne if I were to be the 
Walter 8e.ott I once was — but the change is great. And the 
ruin which I fear involves that of my country. I fancy the 
inBtamxm of Euthanasia are not in very serious cases very 
common. InstatKies there certainly are among the learned and 
the unlearned — Dr. Black, Tom Burdie. I should like, if it 
pleased God, to slip off in such a quiet way ; but w© must take 
what fate sends. 1 have not warm hopes of being myself again.” 

Bir Walter seemed to enjoy having one or two friends to 
meet him at dinner— and a few more in the evenings. Among 
othc^rs he thus saw, more than once, Lord Montagu and his 
fainily, the Marchioness of Stafford (afterwards Duchess of 
Sutherland), thci Maedeods of Macleod, Lady Davy, Mr. Rogers, 
Lord Mahon, Mr. Murray, Lord Dudley, Lord Melville, th© 
Bishop of Kxet(‘.r, Xx)rd Ashley, Sir David Wilkie, Mr. Thomas 
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HliK'lit paLsy of (nui cIuH^k. Mis utterance was so tliick and 
in(UHiin(‘i as to nuiko it very ditHcult for any but those ac- 
ciistoiued to lu‘.a.r it., to gather his meaning. His gait was less 
lirm a,n(l asHured than over; but ius power of self-command, 
his Hoeia.! t,act., a.n(l his benevolent courtesy, the habits of a life, 
lunnaincHl iint.oiudKul by a malady which had obscured the higher 
powcn'H of his intt‘llee.t.^’ 

Art(‘.r breakfast, Bir Walter, accompanied by his son and 
bot.h his daughtiu’s, std. off for i^rtsmouth; and Captain Basil 
Hall had the. kindm^ss to precede them by an early coach, and 
pre^part'. ovtuything for their ree.eption at the hotel. In changing 
hors(\H at (Miilfonl, kSir Walter got out of his carriage, and very 
narrowly eHcap(Hl being run over by a stage-coach. Of all ^Hhe 
habits of a life,’’ none (dung longer to him than his extreme 
repugnauc.o to being helped in anything. It was late before he 
(uune to k^an, as a matter of course, when walking, upon any 
one but Tom Purdie; and, in the sequel, this proud feeling, 
eou|)h'.d with ine.reasing tendency to abstraction of mind, often 
exposiul him to imminent hazarcL 

The Barham could not sail for a week. During this interval, 
Hir Walter Hcarc(dy stirred from his hotel, being unwilling to 
display his infirmities to the crowd of gazers who besieged him 
whmunver he appeared. He received, however, deputations of 
tlu^ liteu’aiy and sciontifici socic^ties of the town, and all other 
visitors, with his usual case and courtesy : and he might well 
bc^ gratified with tlu^ extraordinary marks of deference paid 
lum by tlie oflkdal persouB who could in any way contribute 
to his' (‘omfort. The first Lord of the Admiralty, Sir James 
(traham, and the Bi^cretary, Sir John Barrow, both appeared in 
person, to ascHU’tain that nothing had been neglected for his 
ace.oiumodation on board the frigate. The Admiral, Sir Thomas 
Boley, placed his barge at his disposal ; the (rovernor. Sir Colin 
Campbell, and all the chief officers, naval and military, seemed 
to siri v(H with each other in attention to him and his companions. 
In HalPs Third Series of fragments of Voyages, some interest- 
ing dtd^ails have long since been made faiblic: — it may be 
snfliehmt to say herc^ tliat had Captain Bigot and his gallant 
sliipmatt^B been appointed to convey a Prince of the Blood, more 
anxious and delicuiic exertions could not have been made, either 
in altering the interior of tlie vessel, so as to meet the wants 
of tfu^ passengers, or afterwards, throughout the voyage, in 
rendering it easy, comfortable, and as far as might be, interest- 
ing and amusing. 
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ouo of tlH‘, largoHt bhx^kB of lava which I could find on the 
iglot/’ 

At Malta, which lu^ reached on the 22dj Sir Walter found 
Hovcral fritnula of foruu^r daya. The , Right Honourable John 
llookhaiu had b(Hai nnsicheit th(*.re for several years, the 

c.apiive of the caudianting climate and the romantic monuments 
of tin*- old chivalryJ Sir dohii Stoddart, the Chief thidge, had 
known tlie Poed. evtu* aince the days of Lasswado; and the 
LieuttmanUb)V(u*nor, Colonel Seymour .Bathurst, had often 
mc't him uiuhn* the roof of hia father, the late Karl Bathurst. 
(Japtain Dawson, husband to Lord Kinnoddor’s eldest daughter, 
was of the garrison, and Sir Walter felt as if he were about to 
metd. a daughter of hie own in the Kuphomia Erskine who had 
80 ofUrn sat upon his knee. She immediately joined him, and 
insisted on being allowed to partake hia quarantine. Lastly, 
Dr. John Davy, the brother of his illustriouB friend, was at 
tlnUicad of the medical stuff; and this gentlemaids presence 
was wel(H)me indeed to the Major and Miss Scott, as well as 
to tlmir father, for he had already begun to be more negligent 
as to his diet, and tliey dreaded his removal from the skilful 
watcli of Dr. Liddell. 

Nor less so was the society of Mrs. Davy — the daughter of 
an old acquaintance and brother advocate, and indeed almost 
a next-door neighbour in Edinburgh (Mr, EletcheD. This 
lady’s private journal, Sir Walter’s own diary (though hardly 
legible), and several letters to Laidlaw and myself, tell of ex- 
traordinary honours lavished on him througho\it his stay. The 
Lieutenant-Ciovernor had arranged that ho should not be driven 
to the ordinary las;aretto, but to Fort Manuel, whore apartments 
were ready for him and his party ; and Mrs. Davy, accompany- 
ing Colonel and Mrs. Bathurst on their first visit there, says, 
the number of boats and the bustle about the sombre landing- 
place of the Marsa Muscat ‘^gavo token even then”' — that is, 
m the midst of the terror for the cholera— an illustrious 
arrival.” I'lie quarantine lasted nine days, but Sir Walter, 
she says, ^Cield a daily levee” to receive the numerous visitors 
that nocked to converBC with him across the harrier — which 
Mr. Frere, notorious for absevnee of mind, more than once all 
but transgressed. On being set at liberty, Sir Walter removed 
to a hotel closer to Dr. Davy’s rci8iden(*.e in the Strada Bonente. 
Hc\ chialiy under Mrs. Davy’s escort, visited the knightly 
auti(|uitic^s of La VaUd-ta, the Church of St. John and its rich 
monuments, the deserted palaces and libraries of the heroic 

1 Mr. Frere died there in 1846. 
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Though he remained here until the middle of April, the 
x-euder will pardon me for giving but few of the details to which 
have had access. He was immediately elected into the chief 
literary societies of the place ; and the king gave him unusual 
facilities in the use of all its libraries and museums. An an- 
CiTuCpt MS. of the Romance of Sir Bevis of Hampton being 
j)ointed out to him, he asked and obtained permission to have 
ft transcript; and one was executed in his own apartments. 
He also expressed great curiosity as to the local ballads and 
j)opular tracts, chiefly occupied with the exploits of bandits, 
;aiid collected enough of them to form about a dozen volumes, 
•which he took a fancy to have bound in vellum. Sir William 
Oell was his cicerone to most of the celebrated spots in the 
city and its vicinity — but soon discovered that he felt compara/- 
tively little interest in anything that he saw, unless he could 
connect it somehow with traditions or legends of mediaeval 
liistory or romance, or trace some resemblance to the scenery 
of familiar associations at home. Thus, amidst the chestnut 
forest near Paestum, he was heard repeating Jock of Hazeldean 
— and again, in looking down on the Lucrine Lake, Baiae, Mise- 
lauin, and Averno, he suddenly pronounced, " in a grave tone 
and with great emphasis, some fragment of a Jacobite ditty — 

’Tis up the rocky mountain and down the mossy glen, 

We darena gang a milking for Charlie and his men.” 

At Pompeii alone did his thoughts seem to he wholly com- 
manded by the realities before him. There he had himself car- 
ried from house to house, and examined everything leisurely ; but 
said little, except ever and anon in an audible whisper, The 
city of the dead — the city of the dead ! ” 

Meantime he more and more lost sight of the necessary 
strictions — resumed too much of the usual habits in partici- 
pating of splendid hospitalities, and, worst of all, resumed his 
pen. IsTo persuasion could arrest him. He wrote several small 
tales, the subjects taken from the Hewgate history of the Hear 
politan banditti ; and covered many quires with chapter after 
chapter of a romance connected with the Knights of St. J ohn. 

The MS. of these painful days is hardly to be deciphered by 
any effort ; but he often spoke as well pleased with what he 
was doing, and confident that, on reaching Scotland again, he 
should have produced welcome materials for the press — though 
on many other occasions his conversation intimated apprehen- 
sions of a far different order, and he not only prognosticated 
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at Abbotsford, in celebration of bis release from all diffieuJ- 

n I n frequently to his daughter 

Sophia, Mr. Oadell, Mr. Laidlaw, and myself Some were of 
a very melancholy cast — for the dream about his debts was 
occasionally broken : in general, however, these his last letters 
tell the same story of delusive hopes both as to health and 
wealth, of satisfaction in the resumption of his pen of eager- 
ness to be once more at Abbotsford, and of affectionate anxiety 
about the friends he was there to rejoin. Every one of those 
to Laidlaw has something about the poor people and the dogs. 
One to myself conveyed his desire that he might set down 
for something as handsome as I liked’' in a subscription 
then thought of for the Ettrick Shepherd; who that spring 
visited London, and was in no respect improved by Ms visit. 
Another to my wife bade her purchase a grand pianoforte 
which he wished to present to Miss Cadell, his bookseller’s 
daughter. The same generous spirit was shewn in many other 
communications. 


It had been his intention not to leave the Mediterranean 
without seeing Rhodes himself — but he suddenly dropt this 
scheme, on learning that his friend Sir Frederick Adam, Gov- 
ernor of the Ionian Islands, who had invited him to Corfu, was 
ordered to India. From that hour his whole thoughts were 
fixed on home — and his companions soon ceased from oppos- 
ing his inclinations. Miss Scott was no doubt the more will- 
ing to yield, as having received intelligence of the death of 
her nephew, the ^^Hugh Littlejohn” of the Grandfather’s 
Tales — which made her anxious about her sister. But indeed, 
since her father would again work, what good end could it 
serve to keep him from working at his own desk ? And since 
all her entreaties, and the warnings of foreign doctors, proved 
alike unavailing as to the regulation of his diet, what remain- 
ing chance could there be on that score, unless from replacing 
him under the eye of the friendly physicians whose authority 
had formerly seemed to have due influence on his mind ? He 
had wished to return by the route of the Tyrol and Germany, 
partly for the sake of the remarkable chapel and monumente 
of the old Austrian princes at Innspmck, and the feudal ruins 
upon the Rhine, but chiefly that he might have an interview 
with Goethe at Weimar. That poet died on the 22d of M^ch, 
and the news seemed to act upon Scott exactly as the illness 
of Borthwickhrae had done in the August before. His impar 
tience redoubled : all his fine dreams of recovery s^med to 
vanish at once — Alas for Goethe!” he exclauned: ^^but he 
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itti ' bill o^p^riiilly tiro isininifiniiit to Ftiaflpi IMwartl iiml 
liii fiilliftr III Pt. III© work of I «i#©til#cl at fcliii 

r#wl of ilrpirup K^wjiiiitg lita vinita at fra»«ti| lliii only 
tio iiiiiii© iiiio ill© iirinlilMtiiriiiic fftittiilry wm m% to 
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tho||raiHl old r.iisi.hM)!’ Bnicciaiio : wlioro liospentaiiiglii in the 
(Vudal halls of l.ln‘ Orsini, now imdiKhal, among tlio numberless 
posHt‘ssioiis of |.h(^ Baiikcn* i h*in(*.o d\)rlonia. 

\Va.lkiug on ilu' bal.t-haiHail.s of t.his eastle next morning 
(lO(,h l\la.y) • Mr. (llKauw — spoke of (loetlie with 

n‘gret; In? ha,d b<'<‘n in eorr(\s[)ond(‘iie(^ wilJi him hcd'ore his 
deaih, and ha.d jairposed visiting him at Wcdimir. I told him 
I had been to s(m^ (budJa' tht‘ year b(d‘or(‘, and that I had found 
him well, and, though very old, in tluj perhud. posst‘-ssion of ali 
his iatmltii'S. — ‘ t )(■ all his ^ae.ulti(^s ! ’ ht‘. r(d>lie{l; — ‘^it is mueli 
beittu' to die than to survive tlumi, and better still to die than 
liv(‘ in tlu‘. a.ppi‘<‘i‘<‘nf^i<>i» <>1* it; but tlu*. worst of all,’ he added, 
thoughtfully, ' woidd havt^ Iumui t.o ha.V(‘. survived tlnur partial 
loss, and yd: to e.onseions of his state.’ — Ho did not se(mi to 
\n\ howevtu’, a gn^at adminu- of some of (loetluds works. Much 
of his ])opularit.y, ho obs(u*Vi*d, was owing to ]neccH which, in 
his latl.tu’ mommd.s, lu^ might Inua^ wish('-<l reealhul. He spoke 
with much fiMding. I a,nsw(*,red, that he must derive great con- 
solation in tlu^ r(di(Hdiion that his own popularity was owing to 
no smdi eiuiSt^. He remained sihmt for a. moment, with his 
(*y<\s tiX(Hl on tlu^ ground; whcm In^ raised them, as he shook 
nu^ by the ha.nd, I penudved the light-blin^ eye sparkled, with 
uinmual moistun^ Hh addiul- — U am drawing near to the 
(dos(^ of my eanuu’; I am fast aim llling off the stage. I have 
bt*tm perlnips the most voluminous author of the day; and it is 
a (uuufort to me to think that 1 hav(‘. tried to unsettle no man’s 
faith, to eonaipt no man’s ])rincipl(x’ ” 

N(^xb (lay, Friday, May 11 , Sir Waltcn* left ’Rome. — ’During 
his .stay thund’ (adds Mr. (Iheiu'.y) “he had r(M'-cived (‘.very 
mark of atttmHou and rc^spcu-.t from the Italians, who, in not 
crowding to visit him, W(u*(% (l(d(u’r(ul only by their d(dit‘4U\y and 
tlndr dix^ad of intruding on an invalid, '(’he (vnthuaiasm was 
by no nunum (‘.onlimMl to tlu^ higher orders. His fame, and 
even his works, are familiav to all (dass(^s — the stalls are tilled 
with translations of his novc'.ls in tlu^ e,h(‘.ap(‘st forms; and some 
of the most popular plays and optn-as luivc'. been founded upon 
them. Sonu^ tinu^ afbvr lie hd’t Italy, wlum I was travelling in 
th(^ mountains of ’'Fimcany, it has more than oiuje ()ecurre(i to 
mt^ to b(^ stopptsl in litth^ villag(‘.s, hardly a.ee(‘ssible to (‘arriages, 
by aai cniger admiiau* of Sir Walter, to iiupiirc^ after the health 
oi* my illuHiriouB eouutryman.” 
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repeatedly wished to travel all the night as well as all the day 
and the symptoms of an approaching fit were so obvious, thai 
lie was more than once bled, ere they reached Mayence, by the 
hand of his affectionate domestic. 

At this town they embarked, on the 8th June, in the Ehine 
steam-boat; and wlxile they descended the famous rivei 
through its most picturesque region, he seemed to enjoy, though 
he said nothing, the perhaps unrivalled scenery it presented 
to him. His eye was fixed on the successive crags and castles, 
and ruined monasteries, each of which had been celebrated in 
some German ballad familiar to his ear, and all of them 
blended in the immortal panorama of Chilcle Harold. But so 
soon as they had passed Cologne, and nothing but flat shores, 
and here and there a grove of poplars and a village spire were 
offered to the vision, the weight of misery sunk down again 
upon him. It was near ITiineguen, on the evening of the 9th, 
that he sustained another serious attack of apoplexy, combined 
with paralysis. Nicolson’s lancet restored, after the lapse of 
some minutes, the signs of animation ; but this was the crown- 
ing blow. Next day he insisted on resuming his journey, and 
on the 11th was lifted into an English steam-boat at Eotterdam. 

He reached London about six oVdock on the evening of 
Wednesday the 13th of June. Owing to the unexx^ected 
rapidity of the journey, his eldest daughter had had no notice 
when to expect him ; and fearful of finding her either out of 
town, or unprepared to receive him and his attendants under 
her roof, Charles Scott drove to the St. Jameses hotel in Jermyn 
Street, and established his quarters there before he set out in 
quest of his sister and myself. When we reached the hotel, 
he recognised ns with many marks of tenderness, but signified 
that he was totally exhausted; so no attempt was made to 
remove him further, and he was put to bed immediately. Dr. 
Fergusson saw him the same night, and next day Sir Henry 
Halford and Dr. Plolland saw him also ; and during the next 
three weeks the two latter visited him daily, while Pergusson 
was scarcely absent from his pillow. The Major was soon on 
the spot. To his children, all assembled once more about him, 
he repeatedly gave Ms blessing in a very solemn manner, as if 
expecting immediate death ; but he was never in a condition 
for conversation, and sunk either into sleep or delirious stupor 
upon the slightest elfort. 

Mrs. Thomas Scott came to town as soon as she heard of his 
arrival, and remained to help us. She was more than once 
recognised and thanked. Mr. Cadell, too, arrived from Edin- 
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butluB Lordship was of (bourse informed tliat Sir Walter Scott 
was not situattul as the journalist had iH^presonted. 

Dr. hV.rgussuu’s Moinoran(him on Jermyn Street will be 
acc(‘piahh^ to nnubu’. He says — “ When 1 saw Sir Walter, 
lu^ wa.H lyiu|jf in tlu^ second floor back-room of the St. Jameses 
HoUd, in a si^aiti of stupor, from which, however, lie could be 
roused roraauomeut by being addressed, and then he recognised 
thos(‘ about him, but immediakdy relaps(‘d. I think I never 
saw anything more*, magnificent than the symmetry of his 
colossal bust., as lu‘. lay on t.he pillow with his chest and neck 
cxpoBiul. During the time he was in Jermyn, Street he was 
calm Init nev(U‘ (‘oIUh'-UhI, and in general cither in absolute 
stupor or in awaking dream. He never seemed to know where 
ha was, but imagimul himself to be still in the steam-boat. 
Idle rattling of (uirriages, and the noises of the street, some- 
timcB disturbed this illusion — and then ho fancied himself at 
the polling-booth of tlcdhiirgh, where he had been insulted and 
Htoned. ilnring the whole of this period of apparent helpless- 
ness, ilu^ great teatures of his character could not be mistaken. 
Me always (^xhibitcHl great self-possession, and acted his part 
with wcmdcn'ful power whenever visited, though he relapsed 
the next moment into the stu])or from which strange voices had 
rouHCul him. A gentleman [Mr. Richardson] stumbled over a 
chair in his dark room;- — ho immediately started up, and 
though tincnnsciouB that it was a friend, expressed as much 
coiuawn ami feeling as if he liad never been laboxiring under 
the irritability of (lisease. It was impossible even for those 
who most constantly saw and waited on him in his then de- 
plorable condition, b) relax from the habitual deference which 
lie had always inspired. He expressed his will as determinedly 
118 ever, amf enforc.ed it with the same apt and good-natured 
irony as he was wont to use. 

Xt length his constant yearning to return to Abbotsford 
iiuluced his physicians to (‘.onsent to his removal ; and the 
moment this was notified to him, it scorned to infuse new 
vigour into his frame. It was on a calm, clear afternoon of the 
7 th July, tliat every |)reparation was made for his embarkation 
on board thc^ steain-boat. He was placed on a chair by his 
faithful servant Nieolson, half-droased, and loosely wrapped in 
a (piilted dressing-gown. He requested Lockhart and myself 
to wheel him towards the light of the open window, and we 
lioth remarkml the vigorous lustre of his eye. He sat there 
silently gazing on space for more than half an hour, apparently 
wliolly ocxuipied with his own thoughts, and having no distinct 
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A.bl 3 otsford, and he relapsed into his stupor; but on gaining 
the hank immediately above it, his excitement became again 
■ungovernable. 

Mr. Laidlaw was waiting at the porch, and assisted us in 
lifting him into the dining-room, ^ where his bed had been pre- 
pared. He sat bewildered for a 'few moments, and then resting 
His eye on Laidlaw, said — «Ha! Willie Laidlaw! 0 man, 
How often have I thought of you! By this time his dogs had 
assembled about his chair they began to fawn upon him and 
lioH his hands, and he alternately sobbed and smiled over them, 
until sleep oppressed him. 

ZDr. Watson having consulted on all things with Mr. Clarkson 
of Melrose, and his father, the good old “ Country Surgeon of 
Selkirk, resigned the patient to them, and returned to London. 
dSTone of them could have any hope, but that of soothing irrita- 
tion. Recovery was no longer to be thought of: hut there 
might be JSuthanasia, 

And yet something like a ray of hope did break in upon us 
next morning. Sir Walter awoke perfectly conscious where 
He was, and expressed an ardent wish to be carried out into his 
garden. We procured a Bath chair from Huntley Burn, and 
Xiaidlaw and I wheeled him out before his door, and up and 
down for some time on the turf, and among the rose-heds then 
in full bloom. The grandchildren admired the new vehicle, 
and would be helping in their way to push it about. He sat in 
silence, smiling placidly on them and the dogs their companions, 
and now and then admiring the house, the screen of the garden, 
and the flowers and trees. By and hy he conversed a little, 
■very composedly, with us — said he was happy to he at home 
— that he felt better than he had ever done since he left it, 
aud would perhaps disappoint the doctors after all. He then 
desired to be wheeled through his rooms, and we moved him 
leisurely for an hour or more up and down the hall and the 
great library : — I have seen much,’^ he kept saying, but 
nothing like my ain house — give me one turn more ! He 
was gentle as an infant, and allowed himself to be put to bed 
again, the moment we told him that we thought he had had 
enough for one day. 

Next morning he was still better. After again enjoying 
tHe Bath chair for perhaps a couple of hours out of doors, he 
desired to be drawn into the library, and placed by the central 
window, that he might look down upon the Tweed. Here he 
expressed a wish that I should read to him, and when I asked 
from what book, he said — ^^Need you ask? There is but one.^^ 
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bcilorc^ h<‘ (‘oulil hiivi'. rcijcuiiod every lino of, ainl ■vyliich I cliose 
lor one of those rt‘ii(lin^'s, l)(‘(*.aiise, lus is known to every one, it 
had forimal iho last sohua*, of Mr, Jfox\s (l(\ath-bocl. On the 
cainirary, his rtH'olha'.laon of wbat.ovor 1 roa,d from the Bible 
ap I marts I to l>e livahy ; and in the afternoon, when we made 
his K^’‘Vndson, a obihl of six years, rept^at some of Dr. Watts^’s 
liyinas by his ohair, he setnntul also to remember them j)er~ 
footly, 'I’hat (uaminf^^ he Insrrd the (hniroh service, and when 
I was abtnii, to close th(‘. book, said — ^^ Wliy do yon omit the 
visitation for the siok — which T added accordingly. 

On Momiay he remained in bed, and seemed extremely 
finable; but a.ft.(‘r br(\akfast on Ttiestlay the ITth he appeared 
rtwivtul Homewhat, a.ml was again wheeled about on the turf. 
Frt'se.ntly he ftdl ashs'p in his (‘-hair, and after dozing for per- 
haps half an hour, ata-rtiul awaken, and shaking the jdaids we 
had put about him from olT his shoulders, said — “This is sad 
idlem‘HH. I shall forget what 1 have been tliinking of, if I 
dotdi set it down now. Take me into my own room, and fetch 
the keys of my desk.” lie repeated this so earnestly, that we 
could not refuses; his daughters went into his study, (Opened his 
writingMhmk, and laid paper and pens in the usual order, and I 
then moved him through the hall and into the spot where he 
htnl always becni accustomed to work. Wlnm th(^ (‘hair was 
plimecl at the desk, and h(i found himself in the old position, 
ha BiuilcHl and thanked us, and said — “ Now give me my pen, 
and leave me for a little to myself.” Sophia put the pen into 
his hand, and he (uulcavourecl to (dosc^ his fingers upon it, but 
they refuH(Hi their office — it dro})])ed on the paper. He sank 
bimk among his pillows, silent tears rolling down his chec'-ks ; 
but com posing himself by and by, motioned to me to wheel 
him out of doors again. ' Laidlaw met us at the porch, and 
t<Hik his turn of tin*, (diair. Bir Walter, after a little wdiile, 
again dropi into slumbeu*. When he was awaking, Laidlaw 
said to nn*. — “Sir Walter has had a little repose.” — “No, 
Willie ” said lic^ — “no repose for Sir Walter but in the grave.” 
The tears again nished from his eyes. “ Friends,” said he, 
“doift lot me expose myself— get me to bed — that's the only 
plime.” 

With this scene ended onr glim])SO of daylight. Sir Walter 
never, I think, hd't his room aftmwards, mid hardly his bed, 
excH^pt for an hour or two in th(“i middle of the day 5 and after 
anotiuu’ week he was unable even for this. During a few days 
be was in a state of painful irritation — and I saw realised all 
that he Imd himself prefigured in his description of the meet- 
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<^M‘k!ntrn (mm Lord (k)ckl)urn), thou Solicitor-General for 
HcotliiiuL T\m Hcoteh Rtdorm liill throw a great birrdon of 
ninv duticH and r(*H|HniHihiIiti<^s upon the Sherilfa ; and Scott's 
Siicritl-HuliHiit utis tlH‘. Laird of* Raeburn, not having been regu- 
larly cdueatvd for the law, found hiiuHolf unable to encounter 
thr.Hc ni»veltn‘H, c'Hptadally lus regarded the registration of 
voters, and other detaiLs coniuw.ted with the recent enlarge- 
ini'iit of the elet‘ieral IraiuduHe. Undtu* such circuinstaiu'-es, 
p no one but ilu' Sheriff eouhl appoint another Substitute, 
it btH'aiue necessary for Sir Walter’s family to eomiminicate 
the Htate he was iti in a formal manner to the Law Oliicors 
of the C’rown; and Lord Advocates (Mr. Jeffrey), in c,ouse- 
quma‘ 1 %^ tuirodmssl and earritsl through Parliament a short bill 
and d William I V. cap. lof), authorising tiie Government to 
appoint a m‘vv Shmaff of Stdkirkshire, “during the imaipacity or 
lUuert^Hignatioii of Sir Walter Scott.” It was on this bill that 
tlii^ Solicdtorditmtuail luul exju'csHcd a wish to converso with 
me : lad, ilnua^ was litik* to 1 k^ said, as the temporary nature of 
tln^ new ap|Knntment gave no oeeaaion for any i,)eeuniary ques- 
tion ; and, if that had Ihhui otluu’vvise, the cireumstances of the 
case would havt^ rimdercsl Sir Walter’s family entirely indiffer- 
ent upon such a suhjtHd- ^rhere can be no doubt, that if he 
hiul riHuivfUHHl in so far as to he capable of exeeuting a resigna- 
tiom the Government would have considered it just to reward 
tlilrty4w<i years' faitliful Bcrvices by a ndired allowance eqiiiv- 
ident to his salary —and m little, tliat the (Government would 
hav«^ hinl sim^t^re HaiiHfa(d.ion in settling that matter in the 
sliiipt^ immt acceptable to himself. And perhaps (tlurngli I 
feel tliat it is scuirtudy worth while) I may as well here express 
my regnd. that a siahumuit highly unjust and injurious should 
have found its way into the pages of some of Sir Walter's 
hlogrinduirs. These writiu’s hav(% thought fit to insinuate that 
tliere wim a want of (courtesy and reBpec.t on the part of the 
Lord Advemate, ami the other oflieial persons connectexl with 
this arrangement. On the contrary, notlnng (unild be more 
handsome ami thdicate than the whole of their conduct in it; 
Mr. CkK'khurn <undd not have entered into the ease with greater 
feeliiig and ienderncHH, luul it concerned a brother of his own; 
ami when Mr. tfelfrcy intr<Kluced his bill in the House of 
Goinmons, he used language m gra(’.eful and touching, that both 
Bit liohert Peed ami Mr. Groker went across the House to 
thank him cordially for it. 

Pert'civing, towards the close of August, that the end was 
near, ami thinking it vmy likely that Abbotsford might soon 
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It was coMBidored due to Sir Walter's physicians, and to the 
publici, that th(^ iiatun^ oF his malady should bo distinctly 
ascan’taincd. '‘rho rc^siili was, that there appeared the traces of 
a very nli^dd; jiiollilHuition in one part of tlio substance of the 
brain. 

His funeral wa.s conducted in an unostentatious manner, 
but. ilu^ atttuulanc.e was very great. Few of his old friends 
tleui in Srt^Uaml vvcuh^ absent, — and many, both friends and 
strangt'rs, ininu* from a, gnnit distance. His domestics and 
bu’esbu’s made it their petition that no hireling hand might 
asHist in carrying his remains. They themselves bore the 
(^oflln to the hearses and from the Iieurse to the grave. The 
pall-lH^jmu’s W(u*e his sons, his son-in-law, and his little grand- 
son; hiH cousins, (lluirl(\s S(‘.ott of Nesbitt, James Scott of 
♦haUmrgh (sons to his uncle Thomasb William Scott of Rae- 
burn, Robert Rutluu’ford, (Jerk to tlie Signet, Colonel (now 
Li<nit.Jhmeral Sir tJames) Russell of Ashestiel, William Keith 
(brotluu' to Sir Alcsxamhu* Ivoitli of Rav(dstone) ; and the chief 
of Ids family, Hugh Scott of Harden, afterwards Lord Fol- 
warth. 

When tlie (sompany were assembled, according to the usual 
Sc‘oii‘h fashion, |)rayers were offered up by the Very Reverend 
Dr. Baird, Primnpal of the University of Edinburgh, and by 
the Reverend Dr. David Dickson, Minister of St. (luthbert's, 
who both expatiated in a very striking manner on the virtuous 
example of tne dec’.easc^d. 

The eourtryard and all the precincts of Abbotsford were 
crowded with uncovered spectators as the procession was 
arranged; and as it advanced through Daruick and Melrose, 
anti tke mljacamt villagers, the whole population appeared at 
their doors in like** manner — almost all in black. The train of 
carriages exttuuled, I understand, over more than a mile; the 
yeomanry followtal in great numbtu’s on horsebaelc; and it was 
late in tno day ere wo reached Dryburgh. Some accident, it 
was observed, liad caustul tlu^ hearse to halt for several min- 
utes on the summit of the hill at Bemerside — exactly where a 
pros|>6ct of rcmiarkable richuoas opens, and where Sir Walter 
Inul always been actaistomed to rein up his horse. The day 
was dark and lowering, and the wind high. 

Tim wide onclt)sure at the Abbey of Dryburgh was thronged 
with old and young; and when the coffin was taken from the 
hearse, and again laid on the shoulders of the alEicted serv- 
iug-men, one deep sob burst from a tbousand lips. Mr. Arch- 
deacon Williams read the Burial Service of the Church of 



England ; and thus, about half-past five o’clock 
of Wednesday the 26th September 1832, the i 
Walter Scott were laid by the side of his wiJ 
chre of his ancestors — sure and certain ho 
rection to etemcd life, through our Lord Jesus Cl 
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things to himself 

We read in. Solomon — ^^The heart knoweth ' 
ness, and a stranger doth not intermeddle wifi 
and a wise poet of our own time thus beautiful] 
saying : — 

“ Why should we faint and fear to live alone, 
Since all alone, so Heaven has willed, we d 
]Nor even the tenderest heart, and next our o\ 
Knows half the reasons why we smile and ! 
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and brain of any ordinary brother of the race, ■ 
to pronounce ex cathedrd on the whole structure 
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Nor is the difficulty to my view lessened, — pert 
increased, when the great man is a great artist, 
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pressed adequately, and that some of the fines 
only be expressed at all, in the language of art 
pecially in the language of poetry. But it is eq 
high and sane art never attempts to express tha 
artist does not claim and expect general sympa 
ever much of what we had thought to be our 
ventures to give shape to, it becomes us, I can 
lieving, to rest convinced that there remained a ^ 
mysteries to which the dignity of genius would 
terance. I have therefore endeavoured to lay b( 
those parts of Sir Walter’s character to which '' 
as they were indicated in his sayings and doin 

^ Keble’s Christian Tear^ p. 261. 


long series of Ms years ; — but refrained from obtruding almost 
anything of comment. It was my wish to let the character de- 
velope itself : and now I am not going to peep and botanise 
upon his grave. But a few general observations will be for- 
given — perhaps expected. 

I believe that if the history of any one family in upper or 
middle life could be faithfully written^ it might be as gen- 
erally interesting, and as permanently useful, as that of any 
nation, however great and renowned. But literature has never 
produced any worthy book of this class, and probably it never 
will. The only lineages in which we can pretend to read per- 
sonal character far back, with any distinctness, are those of 
kings and princes, and a few noble houses of the first emi- 
nence; and it hardly needed Swift^s biting satire to satisfy 
the student of the past, that the very highest pedigrees are as 
uncertain as the very lowest. We flatter the reigning mon- 
arch, or his haughtier satellite, by tracing in their lineaments 
the conqueror or legislator of a former century. But call up 
the dead, according to the DeaMs incantation, and we might 
have the real ancestor in some chamberlain, confessor, or mu- 
sician. Scott himself delighted, perhaps above all other books, 
in such as approximate to the character of good family his- 
tories, — as for example, Godscroft’s House of Douglas and 
Angus, and the Memorie of the Somervilles, — wMch last is, 
as far as I know, the best of its class in any language ; and 
his reprint of the trivial Memorials of the Haliburtons, to 
whose dust he is now gathered, was but one of a thousand in- 
dications of his anxiety to realise his own ancestry to his 
imagination. No testamentary deed, instrument of contract, 
or entry in a parish register, seemed valueless to him, if it 
bore in any manner, however obscure or distant, on the per- 
sonal history of any of his ascertainable predecessors. The 
chronicles of the race furnished the fireside talk to which he 
listened in infancy at Smailholm, and his first rhymes were 
those of Satchels. His physical infirmity was reconciled to 
him, even dignified, perhaps, by tracing it back to forefathers 
who acquired famousness in their own way, in spite of such 
disadvantages. These studies led by easy and inevitable links 
to those of the history of his province generally, and then of 
his native kingdom. The lamp of his zeal burnt on brighter 
and brighter amidst the dust of parchments ; his love and pride 
vivified whatever he hung over in these dim records, and patient 
antiquarianism, long brooding and meditating, became glori- 
ously transmuted into the winged spirit of national poetry. 



Whatever he had in himself, he would fain have made out 
a hereditary claim for. He often spoke both seriously and 
sportively on the subject. He had assembled about him in 
his own great parlour,^’ as he called it — the room in which 
he died — all the pictures of his ancestors that he could come 
by j and in his most genial evening mood he seemed never to 
weary of perusing them. The Cavalier of Killiecrankie — 
brave, faithful, learned, and romantic old Beardie,^^ a deter- 
mined but melancholy countenance — was often surveyed with 
a repetition of the solitary Latin rhyme of his Vow. He had, 
of course, no portraits of the elder heroes of Harden to lecture 
upon ; but a skilful hand had supplied the same wall with a 
fanciful delineation of the rough wooing of Meikle-mouthed 
Meg ; and the only historical picture, properly so called, that 
he ever bespoke, was to be taken (for it was never executed) 
from the Eaid o’ the Eedswire, when 

“ The Rutherfords with great renown, 

Convoyed the town o’ Jedhrugh out.” 

The ardent but sagacious ^^goodman of Sandyknowe,” hangs 
by the side of his father, Bearded Wat; and when moralising 
in his latter day over the doubtful condition of his ultimate 
fortunes, Sir Walter would point to Honest Robin,” and say, 

Blood will out : — my building and planting was but his buy- 
ing the hunter before he stocked his sheep-walk over again.” 
“ And yet,” I once heard him say, glancing to the likeness of 
his own staid calculating father, it was a wonder, too — for I 
have a thread of the attorney in me.” And so no doubt he 
had ; for the “ elements ” were mingled in him curiously as well 
as gently.” 

An imagination such as his, concentrating its day-dreams on 
things, of this order, soon shaped out a world of its own — to 
which it would fain accommodate the real one. The love of Ms 
country became indeed a passion; no knight ever tilted for 
his mistress mote willingly than he would have bled and died 
to preserve even the airiest surviving nothing of her antique 
pretensions for Scotland. But the Scotland of his affections 
had the clan Scott for her kernel. ISText, and almost equal to 
the throne, was Buccleuch. Bancy rebuilt and prodigally em- 
bellished the whole system of the social existence of the old 
time in which the clansman (whenrever there were clans) ac- 
knowledged practically no sovereign but his chief. The author 
of the Lay would rather have seen his heir carry the Banner 



of Eellendeii gallantly at a foot-ball matcli on Carterhangli, 
tlian lie would have heard that the boy had attained the high- 
est bLonours of the first university in Europe. His original 
pride was to^ be an acknowledged member of one of the hon- 
ourable families’^ whose progenitors had been celebrated by 
Satchels for following this banner in blind obedience to the 
patriarchal leader; his first and last worldly ambition was 
to be liiinself the founder of a distinct branch; he desired to 
plant a lasting root, and dreamt not of personal fame, but of 
long distant generations rejoicing in the name of Scott of 
A.bhotsford.” Ey this idea all his reveries — all his aspirations 
- — all his plans and efforts, were overshadowed and controlled. 
The great object and end only rose into clearer daylight, and 
swelled into more substantial dimensions, as public applause 
strengthened his confidence in his own powers and faculties ; 
and when he had reached the summit of universal and un- 
rivalled honour, he clung to his first love with the faith of a 
Taladin. It is easy enough to smile at all this ; many will not 
understand it, and some who do may pity it. But it was at 
least a different thing from the modern vulgar ambition of 
amassing a fortune and investing it in land. The lordliest vis- 
ion of acres would have had little charm for him, unless they 
were situated on Ettrick or Yarrow, or in 

“Pleasant Tiviedale, 

Fast hy the river Tweed ’’ 

— somewhere within the primeval territory of the Eongh 
Olan.^’ 

His worldly ambition was thus grafted on that ardent feel- 
ing for blood and kindred which was the great redeeming ele- 
ment in the social life of what we call the middle ages ; and 

— though no man estimated the solid advantages of modern 
existence more justly than he did, when, restraining his fancy, 
he exercised his graver faculties on the comparison — it was 
the natural effect of the studies he devoted himself to and rose 
by, to indispose him for dwelling on the sober results of judg- 
ment and reason in all such matters. What a striking passage 
tbat is ill one of his letters, where he declines to write a biog- 
raphy of Queen Mary, because Ms opinion was contrary to 
his feeling Bnt he confesses the same of his Jacobitism; 
and yet how eagerly does he seem to have grasped at the 
shadow, however false and futile, under which he chose to see 
the means of reconciling his Jacobitism with loyalty to the 






reigning monarch who befriended him ? We find him, over 
and over again, alluding to George lY. as acquiring a title 
dejure on the death of the poor Cardinal of York I Yet who 
could have known better that whatever rights the exiled males 
of the Stuart line ever possessed, must have remained entire 
with their female descendants ? 

The same resolution to give imagination her scope, and 
always in favour of antiquity, is the ruling principle and charm 
of all his best writings. So also with all the details of his 
building at Abbotsford, and of his hospitable existence, when 
he had fairly completed his ^-romance in stone and lime ; — 
every outline copied from, some old baronial edifice in Scotland 
— every roof and window blazoned with clan bearings, or the 
lion rampant gules, or the heads of the ancient Stuart kings. 
He wished to revive the interior life of the castles he had emu- 
lated— their wide, open, joyous reception of all comers, but 
especially of kinsmen and neighbours — ballads and pibrochs 
to enliven flowing bowls and quaiglis — jolly hunting fields in 
which yeoman and gentleman might ride side by side — and 
mirthful dances, where no Sir Piercy Shafton need blush to 
lead out the miller’s daughter. In the brightest meridian of 
his genius and fame, this was his heau ideal. There was much 
kindness surely in such ambition : — in spite of the apparent 
contradiction in terms, was there not really much humility 
about it ? 

To this ambition we owe the gigantic monuments of Scott’s 
genius ; and to the kindly feelings out of which his ambition 
grew, grew also his connexion with merchandise. I need not 
recur to that sad and complicated chapter. Nor, perhaps, need 
I offer any more speculations, by way of explaining, and recon- 
ciling to his previous and subsequent history and demeanour, 
either the mystery in which he had chosen to wrap his com- 
mercial connexions from his most intimate friends, or the care- 
lessness with which he abandoned these matters to the direction 
of inefficient colleagues. And yet I ought, I rather think, to 
have suggested to certain classes of my readers, at a much ear- 
lier stage, that no man could in former times be called either 
to the English or the Scottish Bar, who was known to have 
any direct interest in any commercial undertaking of any sort ; 
and that the body of feelings or prejudices in which this regula- 
tion originated — (for though there might be sound reason for 
it besides, such undoubtedly was the main source) — prevailed 
in Scotland in Sir Walter’s youth, to an extent of which the 
present generation may not easily form an adequate notion. 



Ill lilt* uuihIh of ilu* *' nahlesse (U* la, rohe^^^ as tlioy aro 

.sf.yltui ill such rt‘(*lings had widu and potent au- 

thority ; in.sonnudi t hat I eau un(h‘.rHi.a,nd perfetdily iiow Scott, 
evt*ii after lu* ct*a,sed t<> practise at the I5ar, htang still a Sheriff, 
ainl a. nit*ndH*r of Iht* Idieulty of Ad voeaites, should have shrunk 
Hensilivt'ly from Mu^ idt*a <d* ha.vin<^r his all iaiuai with a trading 
firui rt*vt‘ah*ti among his <‘oiura(h‘s of the gown. And, more- 
ov(*j% the praelha* of luystt^iy is, ptu'haps, of all practices, the 
out* most likely to grow into a habit: see.rtdi bre<Mls secret; 
and I aHt*rib(*, aJtt*r aJl, the long sihnuie about Waverley to 
t.fie matured iidlmmet* of this habit, as nuich as to any of the 
motives which the, author has thought lit to assign in his late 
eoideHsiouH. 

Hut. was not, in fact, something that lay far deeper 

titan a men* j)rofi*ssional ju*ejnilic(^ ? Among the many things 
in Scott's l)iari(‘s whiidi east strong light upon the previous 
part of his history, I must number the reluctauee whieh he 
confesstvs hiinsidf to have felt towards the resumption of the 
clay’s prop(*r apiHiinUal task ^ — however willing, nay eager, to 
labour Heduhmslyj on something else. We know how gallantly 
he (amibaietl it in the general — but these precious Diaries 
themselv(\s are not tln^ l(*ast pregnant jiroofs of tlie extent to 
wliiidi it vmy ofUm prevailed — for an hour or two at least, if 
not for the day. I think this, if we were to go no farther, 
might hcdp us somewhat in understanding the neglect about 
Hupiu’intcnding U'dgm’S ami hill books; and, cousequeutly, the 
rashness about buying land, building, and the like. But to 
what ar<^ we. t.o asmabe the origin of this reluetanco for accu- 
rait^ ami minute investigation ami trausaotiou of business, so 
important to liimHt*lf, in a man possessing such extraordinaiy 
sagacity, ami extucising it every day with admirable regular- 
ity ami precision, in the various capacities of the head of a 
family “tlu^ friend — the magistrate — the most divstingnished 
citizen of Ktlinlnirgh — beyond all comparison the most distin- 
guished member of society that iigured in his time in his native 
kingdom ? 

The whole system of comioptions and asiiirations, of which 
his early active life was the exponent, resolves itself into a 
romantic idealisation of Heottish aristoc.raey. M(‘. dc^sired to 
see.ure for his dt^scendantB (for himself he had very soon ae- 
ipiired Homething intiuitcdy more flattering to sidf-love and 
vanity) a dcuu'.nt and lumourable middle station — in a Bcheme 
of life HO constituted originally, and which his fancy pictured 
as (uipabU*. of being so revived, a.H to admit of the kindliest 
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Ms darling objects. Having acquired a perhaps unparalleled 
power oyer the direction of scarcely paralleled faculties^ he 
chose to exert his power in this manner. On no other suppo- 
sition can I find his history intelligible ; — I niean^ of course, 
the great obvious and marking facts of his history ; for I liope 
I have sufficiently disclaimed all pretension to a thorough-going 
analysis. He appears to have studiously escaped from what- 
ever could have interfered with his own enjoyment — to have 
revelled in the fair results, and waved the wand of obliterating 
magic over all besides ; and persisted so long, that (like the 
sorcerer he celebrates) he became the dupe of his own delu- 
sions. It is thus that (not forgetting the subsidiary influence 
of professional Edinburgh prejudices) I am inclined, on the 
whole, to account for his initiation in the practice of mystery 

— a thing, at first sight, so alien from the frank, open, gener- 
ous nature of a man, than whom none ever had or deserved to 
have more real friends. 

The indulgence cost him very dear. It ruined his fortunes 

— but I can have no doubt that it did worse than that. I can- 
not suppose that a nature like his was fettered and shut up in 
this way without suffering very severely from the ^^cold ob- 
struction.^^ There must have been a continual insurrection ” 
in his state of man ; ’’ and, above all, I doubt not that what 
gave him the bitterest pain in the hour of his calamities, was 
the feeling of compunction with which he then found himself 
obliged to stand before those with whom he had, through life, 
cultivated brotherly friendship, convicted of having kept his 
heart closed to them on what they could not but suppose to 
have been the chief subjects of his thought and anxiety, in 
times when they withheld nothing from him. These, perhaps, 
were the written troubles that had been cut deepest into his 
brain. I think they were, and believe it the more, because it 
was never acknowledged. 

If he had erred in the primary indulgence out of which this 
sprang, he at least made noble atonement. During the most 
energetic years of manhood he laboured with one prize in view ; 
and he had just grasped it, as he fancied, securely, when all at 
once the vision was dissipated: he found himself naked and 
desolate as Job. How he nerved himself against the storm — 
how he felt and how he resisted it — how soberly, steadily, 
and resolvedly he contemplated the possibility of yet, by re- 
doubled exertions, in so far retrieving his fortunes, as that no 
man should lose by having trusted those for whom he had been 
pledged — how well he kept his vow, and what price it cost 
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rabhi Hpirit of kindiu'ss and lunuaiuty. His pride, if wo must 
(♦all if. HO, inulol)aH(‘(l by ilu^ IcNist tiac.tviro of mere vanity, was 
iuf.(*rf wined wit h a nnmti (‘X(|uisii,(', c.hariiy, and was not incon- 
HiHieni with true Imiuility. If ev(u* tlu', priiudpU^, of kindliness 
was inearnaied in a men', man, it was in him ; and real kindli- 
tn'SH ean m‘ver 1 h^ but nnub^st. In tins stKaal redations of life, 
wlnna' men am* most (*lTeetually tried, no spot can be detected 
in him, ^ Ib^ was a ])ati<mt, dutiful, rcwercnit son; a generous, 
etmipaHsionale, tender husband; an honest, <;areful, and most 
iilTeetionah^ father. Never was a more virtuous or a happier 
fireside than his. '‘fin^ inUiunie.o of his mighty genius shad- 
owed it imp(‘r(‘eptibly ; his c,alm good sense, and his angelic 
HWet'tnesH of heart and Umiper, ir-gulated ami softened a strict 
but |Hd('rual diseiplim^ His chihlnm, as tlioy grew up, under- 
Htood by degret'H the high privih^gc^ of their birtli; btit the pro- 
foundt'si wmsc^ of his gnmtness never disturbed their confidence 
ill his goodiu^HH, The buoyant play of his spirits made him 
sit young among tiuh young; parent and son seemed to live in 
brotlu'rhood together; ami the e.hivalry of his imagination 
threw a certain air of e.ourteous gallantry into liis relations 
with his daughtm’H, whie.h gave a very peculiar grace to the 
fondiu^sH of ilitdr intereourBa Though there could not be a 
genih'r mothm* than Lady He.ott, on those delicate occasions 
moHt intenviing t.() young ladies, they always made their 
fatlii'r tlu^ first e.onfuiant 

Ih'rhaps tlu^ most ioucliing evidence of the lasting tenderness 
of his (Mirly domestic feedings was exhibited to his executors, 
wlum tluy opemnl his repositorii^s in search of his testament, 
tdn^ (wening after Ids burial. On lifting up his desk, we found 
arrangtHl in careful order a series of little objects, which had 
oliviously been so |)lat‘.ed there that liis eye might rest on them 
every morning before he began his tasks. These were the 
old-fjwliioned hoKcs that had garuished his mother^s toilet, 
wliim lie, a sickly ediild, slept in her dressing-room the silver 
t4ip(^r-Hf4Uid whicJi the young advocate had bought for her with 
luH first five-guinea fee — a row of small packets inscribed 
witdi lier liand, and containing the hair of tliose of her offspring 
tdiiit liiul died before lier — his father’s snuff-box and dtuk^ase 
— iind more things of the like sort, recalling the ^H)ld familiar 
faces.” The same feeling was apiiarent in all the arrangement 
of tiis private apartment. Pictures of his father and mother 
were the only ones in his dressing-roonu The cluinsv antique 
eablnets tliat skKid there, things of a very different class from 
the beautiful imd costly productions in the public rooms below, 



had all belonged to the furniture of Geor 
bis fatber^s rickety wasbing-staiid, with all 
tenances, tbougb exceedingly unlike what 
scrupulous babits would bave selected in ■ 
ground. The whole place seemed fitted uj 
of the lares. 

Such a son and parent could hardly fail 
social relations. No man was a firmer or 
friend, I knew not that he ever lost on< 
whom, during the energetic middle stage o: 
differences or other accidental circunistai 
familiarly, had all gathered round him, an 
warmth of early affection in his later days, 
to dignify the connexion in their eyes ; bu 
on either side. The imagination that so c 
him when he chose to give her the rein, wa 
determined control when any of the posi 
active life came into question. A high and 
presided over whatever he had to do as a c 
trate ; and as a landlord, he considered his 
sion of his hearth. 

Of his political creed, the many who h 
will of course say that it was the natural f 
devotion to the mere prejudice of antiqur 
willing to allow that this must have had 2 
matter — and that he himself would have be 
of the word prejudice as of the word mi 
Scotland could be considered as standing se 
tion from the rest of the empire, he was not 
to embrace the opportunity of again rehois 
old signal of national independence ; and I 
circumstance in his literary career gave 1 
satisfaction than the success of Malachi M 
ties. He confesses, however, in his Diary, 
how much it became him to summon cal 
imaginative prepossessions on this score ; i 
that they ever led him into any serious p 
delighted in letting his fancy run wild about 
and horoscopes — but I venture to say, had 
cial bench a hundred years before he was 1 
have been more certain to give juries sour 
mating the pretended evidence of supernat 
any sort; and I believe, in like manner, 
English faction, civil or religious, sprung i 


iu latul, lu*! would have done tnoro than any other living 
man could havc^^ lio|H‘d to do, Tor putting it down. He was on 
all practical pointn a. Ht(‘ady, conscieutiouB Tory of the school 
of^ William Pitt; who, though an anti-revolutionist, was cer- 
tainly an^y thing hut an anti-reformer, lie rc^jected the inno- 
vaiiojis, in the miilst of whicdi ho died, as a revival, under 
alarmingly authoritaiiv(». aimpiccH, of the doctrines which had 
cndangtuHHl Britain in his yaiuth, and desolated Europe through- 
out luH primes of manhood May the gloomy anticipations 
whicli liung over his closing years be unfuliillcdl But should 
they Ih» ho, ltd; postt'rity rtumunhor that tlie warniugs, and the 
rt^sistanct^ of his and other powerful intellects, were probably 
in that, t^vent ilu'. a|>point(Ml me, ana for averting a catastrophe 
iu wliieh, had England fallen, the whole civilised world must 
have been involved. 

Sir Waltt^r rtHHUved a strictly religious education under the 
t'yt^ of nartmts, whost' virtuous conduct was in unison with the 
principles they desired to instil into their children. From 
the great dot^triues thus rec.onuneuded he appears never to 
have Bwenwed ; but he must be numbered among the many who 
have incurred eonsiderabh^ risk of doing so, in consequence of 
the rigidity with which Presbyterian heads of families were 
ub(mI to enloree (3ompliauc6 witlli various relics of the puritani- 
cal cd)servanc(3. He took up, early in life, a repugnance *to the 
mode in which public worship is conducted in the Scottish 
Kstahlishnunit; and adhered to the sister Church, whose sys- 
tem of g(»verniuent and discipline he believed to be the fairest 
copy of the ruimitive polity, and whose litanies and collects 
ho ravercnccd as having been transmitted to us from the age 
immediately sucecaHling that of the Apostles. The few pas- 
sages in his Diaries iu whi<*h he alludes to his own religious 
fcelingH and primtices, shew clearly the sober, serene, and ele- 
vated frame of mind in which he habitually contemplated 
miuds relations with hia Maker; the modesty with which he 
ihrunk from indulging either the presumption of reason, or the 
extravagance of imagination, in the province of Faith; his 
humble reliance on the wisdom and mercy of God; and his 
irm belief that we are placed in this state of existence, not 
to speculate about emother, but to prepare ourselves for it by 
active exertion of our intellectual faculties, and the constant 
cultivation of kindness and benevolence towards our fellow- 
men. 

But his moral, politicial, and religious character has raffi- 
cieutly imprcissed itself upon the great body of his writings. 
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LIFJB OF SIB WALTER SCOTT, 


He is indeed one of tlie few great aiitliors of modern Europe 
who stand acquitted of having written a line that ought to 
have embittered the bed of death. His works teach the prac- 
tical lessons of morality and Christianity in the most captivat- 
ing form^ — unobtrusively and unaffectedly. And I think it is 
not refining too far to say, that in these works, as well as his 
whole demeanour as a man of letters, we may trace the happy 
effects — (enough has already been said as to some less fortu- 
nate and agreeable ones) — of his having written throughout 
with a view to something beyond the acquisition of personal 
fame. Perhaps no great poet ever made his literature so com- 
pletely ancillary to the objects and purposes of practical life. 
However his imagination might expatiate, it was sure to rest 
over his home. The sanctities of domestic love and social duty 
were never forgotten; and the same circumstance that most 
ennobles all his triumphs, affords also the best apology for his 
errors. 

From the first, his possession of a strong and brilliant genius 
was acknowledged ; and the extent of it seems to have been 
guessed by others, before he was able to persuade himself 
that he had claim to a place among the masters of literature. 
The ease with which he did everything, deceived him; and 
he probably would never have done himself any measure of 
justice, even as compared with those of his own time, but for 
the fact, which no modesty could long veil, that whatever he 
did became immediately fashion ,’^ — the object of all but 
universal imitation. Even as to this, he was often ready to 
surmise that the priority of his own movement might have 
been matter of accident; and certainly nothing can mark 
the humility of his mind more strikingly than the style in 
which he discusses, in his Diary, the pretensions of the pig- 
mies that swarmed and fretted in the deep wake of his mighty 
vessel. To the really original writers among his contempo- 
raries he did full justice; no differences of theory or taste 
had the least power to disturb his candour. In some cases he 
rejoiced in feeling and expressing a cordial admiration, where 
he was met by, at best, a cold and grudging reciprocity : and 
in others, his generosity was proof against not only the pri- 
vate belief but the public exposure of envious malignity. 
Tjord Evrou miffht well sav that Scott could be iealous of no 



hti!. thi‘ lu’illiaijry of liin imagination gimtly sustained the 
clohmiun. It mictniHcicniHly gave prcHnsion to the tmiibling 
out lini\ juhI and warmth to th<^ vapid colours before him. 
TIhh wan cHpctdally the cane as to romancoH and novels; the 
HconoH and chanictcrH in th<nu won*. invcsUHl with so much of 
the ** liglii wiildii/* that lu'. would cIoh<^ with regret Yolumos 
which, |HU*hapH, iuj other person, ex(‘t‘pt the diseased glutton 
of t he (drruhiiing library, (w’er <*oul{l g(‘t half through. Where 
colder critics saw only a Hc!iooll)oy*H hollowed turnip with its 
incli of iulhnv, he lo<ikc'd tlirongli the dazzling spray of his 
own fancy, and Homeiinu's tln^ (dumsy toy stuuns to have 
swidh'd alnnmi into “ ilu^ majesty of buried Denmark.^^ 

HicHo Horvilo iniitatorH art'. alrea<lv forgotten, or will soon 
ho so; hut it in to hoped that the spirit which breathes 
thremgh Ids works may eemtinue to act on our literature, and 
eoimtH|uentty on ihe^ tdiaraeter and manners of men. The race 
thiit gri'W up under tlm influeuee of that intellect can hardly 
ho oxpiHdod to appreciate fully their own obligations to it: 
and y«^t if wc^ eonsichu' what were the tendencies of the minds 
and works that, but fen- his, must have been unrivalled in the 
jiow^or and opporiiudty to mould young ideas, we may picture 
t4i ourselves in sotne measure the magnitude of the debt we 
emm to a perpetual sue<‘ession, througli thirty years, of publi- 
cations tinanproiuduHl in charm, and all instilling a high and 
healiliy mm; a braeing, invigorating spirit; a contempt of 
mean "passions, wliether vindictive or voluptuous; Immane 
ehariiy, as distinct from moral laxity as from imsympathising 
austerity; sagacity tem deep for cynic.ism, and tenderness 
never degenerating into seutiimmtality : animated throughout 
in ilmuglit, tipinion, feeling, and style, liy one and the same 
pure energetic principle — a nith and savour of manhood; 
appealing to wliat 4 wer is good and loyal in our natures, and 
rehtiktiig wliatever is low and selfish. 

Iliul Hir Walter never taken a direct ]>ath in politics as a 
wriiw% the visible iniis of his mind on such subjects must 
liave haci- a great influence; nay, tlm mere fact that such a 
iniin belonged t() a particular side would have been a very 
iirifKirtfuit weight in the balance. Ills services, direct and 
intliriict, townr<ls repressing the revolutionary propensities of 
his age, were vast™ far beyond the,. comprehension of vulgar 
|K.)litkdans, 

On tlui whole, I have no doubt that, the more the details of 
his piiraonal liiitory are .revealed and studied, the more power- 
fully will that be found to inculcate the same great lessons with 
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thi^ itulitaitowaii vHliilvH, in slum, m fjuvtor: bnt being 

Htriifk with jKiralvHiH in Angnat. iHbl, retinal to the fanu- 
nf* luH exrelbMit i»n>Mier tfarueg at (Jon tin, and died 
fhf*n‘ in ."Vbiy IHifj. Mr. Mt>rritt, to whom tlie larger Memoirs 
uf Ilia trirud were iuHerilH'ib diial at Rokeby on the 12th of 
Jiil\ |S|g,* Invial, venerattab nevi‘r to be forgotten. William 
rferk nt I'.ldiin athiiirinl throngh Hie. for talents and learning, 
of whn-h lio luiH Ion, no nunnummt, died at Kdirdmrgh in Janu- 
ary is 1 1 *. 

Ibit wlfv fxtend this ealalogueV Hi xteeu years have passed 

till' geiMwation to wldeh Seoit belonged have been gathered 
III their fathers, t H’ his own ehil<lr<m none now survives. Miss 
Aiitn^ Srott reeeivt»«i at (dirisimas 1832 a grant of L.2(>() per 
aiiiiiiin from the privy pttrse of King William IV. But her 
name ilif! md. lung harden the ^Humiou list. Her constitution 
liiid lieen miserably Hhaitertul in thti course of her long and 
naiiifai iittemhinee, lirst ou her mother’s illness, and then on 
!ii*r father’s; ami pmlmps reverse of fortune, and disappoint- 
iiients of varimw Horts eoiuieeWd with that, had also heavy 
efTeei. From tln^ day of Htr Walter’s deuith, the strong stimu- 
lus of duty being lost, she too ofhm hH)ked and spoke like one 

“ U*akiii^ thr measure of nu uiumuUi gravo.*^ 

After a brii'f interval of disortlered health, she eontra('.ted a 
hritin fever, wfiii’h carrietl her olT abruptly. Hhe died in my 
hoiisf^ in the Regent’s Bark on the 25ih Jtme 1832, and her re- 
mains art* placed in the New ('emetery in the Harrow Bead. 

llif* adjoining grave holds tiame of her nephew John Hugh 
Iioekliart. w!io died imh IR'H ; and also those of my 

mdfe Hophia, whoexpinai aftera long illness, which she bore with 
all possibh^ mei'kiiess and fortitude, on the I7th of May 1837. 
Of nil tla^ rime shi* most rcHcmbleil her father in countenance, 
ill ieiriper, amt in manners. 

rhitrlfx^ Hcmfi. whose spotless worth had Rmderly endeared 
liiiii to the few wlm knew him intimately, and whose industry 
iMiil iirciiraey were mairmly aeknowledged by his professional 
Hiiperiors, on T#ord lierwick’s recall from the ’Neapolitan Em- 
hiisHy rtmurned hm duties m a clerk in the Foreign Office, and 
eofit.iiiiiefl in ihfit Hituiitimi until the summer of 1841. Bif yTohn 
M*NeilI. lieing then lntnist.ed with a apedal mission 

to the C’rairt of IVrsilu carried Hharlcs with him as attach^ and 
lifiviiie aecretmry ; but the jotrmey on horsebacik through Asia 
Minor wrw trying for his never robust frame ; and he contracted 
nil intliiiiimiitory disorder, which out him off at Teheran, almost 



immediately on Ms arrival there — October 28, 1841. He had 
reached his 36th year. His last hotirs had every help that kind- 
ness and skill could yield : for the Ambassador had for him the 
affection of an elder brother, and the physician, Dr. George 
Joseph Bell (now also gone), had been his schoolfellow, and 
through life his friend. His funeral in that remote place was 
so attended as to mark the world-wide reputation of his father. 
By Sir John M^JSTeilPs care, a small monument with a suitable 
inscription was erected over his untimely grave. 

Walter, who succeeded to the baronetcy, proceeded to Madras 
in 1839, as Lieutenant-Colonel of the 15th Hussars j and sub- 
sequently commanded that regiment. He was beloved and 
esteemed in it by officers and men as much, I believe, as any 
gentleman ever was in any corps of the British army; and 
there was no officer of his rank who stood higher in the opinion 
of the heads of his profession. He had begun life with many 
advantages — a very handsome person, and great muscular 
strength — a sweet and even temper, and talents which in the 
son of any father but his would have been considered brilliant. 
His answers, when examined as a witness before a celebrated 
Court-Martial in Ireland in 1834, were indeed universally ad- 
mired: — whoever had known his father, recognised the head 
and the heart : and in his letters from India, especially his 
descriptions of scenery and sport, there occur many passages 
wMch, for picturesque effect and easy playful humour, would 
have done no discredit even to his father’s pen. Though 
neglectful of extrarprofessional studies in his earlier days, 
he had in after-life read extensively, and made himself, in 
every sense of the term, an accomplished man. The library 
for the soldiers of his corps was founded by him : the care of 
it was a principal occupation of his later years. His only 
legacy out of his family was one of L.lOO to this library; 
and his widow, well understanding what he felt towards it, 
directed that a similar sum should be added in her own name. 
Sir Walter having unwisely exposed himself in a tiger-hunt in 
August 1846, was on his return to his quarters at Bangalore, 
smitten with fever, which ended in liver disease. He was 
ordered to proceed to England, and died near the Cape of 
Good Hope, on board the ship Wellesley, Eebruary the 8th, 
1847. Lady Scott conveyed his remains to this country, and 
they were interred in the paternal aisle at Dryburgh on the 
4th of May following, in the presence of the few survivors of his 
father’s friends and many of Ms own. Three officers who had 
served under him, and were accidentally in Britain, arrived from 



great distances to pay him the last homage of their respect. ^ Ho 
had never had any child ; and with him the baronetcy expired. 

The children of illustrious men begin the world with great 
advantages, if they know how to use them : but this is hard 
and rare. There is risk that in the flush of youth, favourable 
to all illusions, the filial pride may be twisted to personal 
vanity. When experience checks this misgrowth, it is aj)t 
to do so with a severity that shall reach the best sources of 
moral and intellectual developement. The great sons of great 
fathers have been few. It is usual to see their progeny smiled 
at through life for stilted pretension, or despised, at best pitied, 
for an inactive inglorious humility. The shadow of the oak is 
broad, but noble plants seldom rise within that circle. It 
was fortunate for the sons of Scott that his day darkened in 
the morning of theirs. The sudden calamity anticipated the 
natural effect of observation and the collisions of society and 
business. All weak unmanly folly was nipt in the bud, and 
soon withered to the root. They were both remarkably modest 
men, but in neither had the better stimulus of the blood been 
arrested. In aspect and manners they were unlike each other : 
the elder tall and athletic, the model of a cavalier, with a gen- 
erous frankness: the other slender and delicate of frame, in 
bearing of a womanly gentleness and reserve ; but in heart 
and mind none more akin. The affection of all the family, but 
especially perhaps of the brothers, for each other, kept to the 
end all the warmth of undivided childhood. When Charles, 
died, and Walter knew that he was left alone of all his father ’’s 
house, he evidently began to droop in spirit. It appeared to me 
from his letters that he thenceforth dreaded rather than desired 
a return to Scotland and Abbotsford. His only anxiety was 
that his regiment might be marched towards the Punjaub. 

The only descendants of the Poet now alive are my son, 
Walter Scott Lockhart, (a lieutenant in the army,) who, as his 
nucleus heir of entail, has lately received permission to assume 
the additional surname of Scott; — and his sister, Charlotte 
Harriet Jane, married in August 1847 to James Robert Hope, 
Barrister, second son of the late General the Honourable Sir 
Alexander Hope, G.C.B.^ 

1 Walter Scott Lockhart Scott died at Versailles, on the 10th of January 
186S, and was buried in the cemetery of Notre Dame there. 

John Gibson Lockhart, his father, and the author of this Biography, 
died at Abbotsford on the 25th of November 1854, and was buried in Hrv- 
bnrgh Abbey, at the feet of Walter Scott. 

Mrs. Hope, on the death of her brother, succeeded to the estate of 
Abbotsford, and, with her husband, assumed the name of Scott, in addi- 



In the winter succeeding the Poet^s death, his sons and my- 
self, as his executors, endeavoured to make such arrangements 
as were within our power for completing the great object of 
his own wishes and fatal exertions. 

We found the remaining principal sum of commercial debt to he nearly 
L.54,000. L.22,000 had been insured upon his life ; there were some 
monies in the hands of the Trustees, and Mr. Cadell very handsomely 
offered to advance to us the balance, about L.30,000, that we might with- 
out further delay settle with the body of creditors. 

This was effected accordingly on the 2d of February 1838 ; Mr. Cadell 
accepting, as his only security, the right to the profits accruing from Sir 
Walter’s copyright property and literary remains, until such time as this 
new and consolidated obligation should be discharged. Besides his com- 
mercial debt, Sir Walter left also one of L.10,000, contracted by himself 
as an individual, when struggling to support Constable in December 1825, 
and secured by mortgage on the lands of Abbotsford. And, lastly, the 
library and museum, presented to him in free gift by his creditors in De- 
cember 1830, were bequeathed to his eldest son, with a burden to the ex- 
tent of L.5000, which sum he designed to be divided between his younger 
children, as already explained in an extract from his diary. His will pro- 
vided that the produce of his literary property, in case of its proving suffi- 
cient to wipe out the remaining debt of the firm, should then be applied 
to the extinction of these mortgages ; and thereafter, should this also be 
accomplished, divided equally among his surviving family. 

Various meetings were held soon after his death with a view 
to the erection of Monuments to his memory ; and the records of 
these meetings, and their results, are adorned by many of the 
noblest and most distinguished names both of England and of 
Scotland. In London, the Lord Bishop of Exeter, Sir Eobert 
Peel, and Sir John Malcolm, took a prominent part as speakers : 
and the result was a subscription amounting to about L.10,000 ; 
but a part of this was embezzled by a young person rashly 
appointed to the post of secretary, who carried it with him to 
America, where he soon afterwards died. The noblemen and 
gentlemen who subscribed to this fund adopted a suggestion — 

tion to that of Hope. She died at Edinburgh on the 26th of October 1868, 
leaving three children, viz. : — 

“ Mary Monica,” born on the 2d of October 1852. 

“ Walter Michael,” born on the 2d of June 1867. 

“ Margaret Anne,” born on the 17th of September 1868. 

Of these, Margaret died on the 3d, and Walter on the 11th of December 
1868, and their remains lie beside those of their mother (and of their 
father, J. E. Hope-Scott, who died April 29, 1873) in the vaults of St. 
Margaret’s Convent, Edinburgh. “Mary Monica,” who thus became the 
only surviving descendant of Walter Scott, married in 1874 the Hon. J. C. 
Maxwell, who assumed the name of Scott, and has, with other issue, 
Walter Joseph, born 1876. 



(whi(‘h I Ih'Hovo, with Lord Francis Egerton, now 

Earl of ElU‘,suu*i‘(% and ilio Honourable John Btnart Wortley, 
now laird WhanuMdiffe) — that, in place of erecting a cenotaph 
iii Wtnstminsicr Abbey, or a statuo or pillar elsewhere, the 
most Huitabh‘ au<{ iwsjKHd.rul tribute that could be paid to Sir 
Walter’s nu'uiory would be to dis(diarge all the encumbrances 
ufioii Abbotsford, and tmtail tlu^ House, with its library and 
of h(‘r urii(di‘s of curiosity collected by him, together with the 
lands which had planted ami ombellishod, upon the heirs 
cd‘ his iianu^ for evan*. The Hum produced by the subscription, 
liowt*vt*r, proved inadtMpiai.e to the realisation of such a scheme ; 
and aidin' mui-ji (Hinsultation, it was at hnigtli settled that the 
money in the. hamls of the committee (lietween L.TOOO and 
L.KtKIO) should lie emiiloyed to liipudate the debt upon the 
library and museum, and whatever might he over towards the 
mortgage on the lands. This arrangement enabled the Lieu- 
tenants 'olomd Sir Walter Bcott to secure, in the shape origi- 
nally desiriMl, thi^ pm'uianent preservation at least of the house 
ami its immiHliaie appurtenances, as a memorial of the tastes 
and liuhits of the founder. 


Such was the state ef niatU'rs when the Lieutonant-Colonel embarked 
for India : and in Uls almence no further Bteps could well bo taken. Upon 
hi >4 dvnllu it wan found that, notwithstanding the very extensive demand 
fm’ hU fatlier'H writings, there still remained a considerable debt to Mr. 
(‘ndrlK and also tlu' greater part of the old debt sectrrod on the lands. 
1^1 r (’adell then oltered to relieve the guardians of the young inheritor of 
tlm’t etvnt uume from mneh anxiety and ombarrassment, by accepting, 
in full iinvnnmt of tlu* mun due to hiniRelf, and also in recompense for his 
litking ImJdnmidr the i\m\ oldlteratlon of the heritable bond a transfer- 
ence m him of the rmnaining claims of the family over Sir Walter’s writ- 
ings, mgether with the result of seme literary cxcrtionB of the only siir- 
vlvinii exeentor, Tlds arrangement was completexi iu May 1847 ; ^ud the 
cHtati', as well as the house and Its appendages, became at last unfettered. 
I'he rentid is small ; but I hope and trust, that as long as any of the 
Idootl remiduH, reverent care will attend over the guardianship of a pos- 
neiwhm awoelated with so many high and noble recollections. On that 
wildinu. the gaUantHtd(Ue.r who executed the entail expressed also in his 
imUimvni fm'llngH of the devouUtst anxiety : and it was, T ™ 

In onler that no t*xtranetnis obstacle might thwart the 
Pimm wlHhes, that Mr. (hulell crowned a long series of kind services to 
the ciuwe and the memory of Bit Walter Scott, by the very handsome 
pro|Kmltlon of 1B47. 

AlihotHfnnl, after liin owiv immortal works, is tlio best monu- 
nanit of its fomidor. But at Ediuburgb also, soon after lus 
(loath, a iiuM'tina was Imld with a view to the erection of some 
visible mtmiorial in his native city, the prominent speakers 
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DRYBURGH ABBEY: SCOTT S TOMB. 




am informed, the very last that he penned. He also had 
within a few hours a paralytic seizure, from which he never 
rose. The inscriptions on this simple but graceful tomb are 
merely of name and date. 

The authentic likenesses of Sir Walter Scott, as far as I have 
been enabled to trace them, are as follows : — 

1. A very good miniature, done at Bath, when he was in the 
fifth or sixth year of his age, was given by him to his daughter 
Sophia, and is now in my possession — the artistes- name un- 
known. The child appears with long flowing hair, the colour a 
light chestnut j a deep open collar, and scarlet dress. It is 
nearly a profile ; the outline wonderfully like what it was to 
the last; the expression of the eyes and mouth very striking — 
grave and pensive. 

2. A miniature sent by Mrs. Scott to Miss Carpenter, shortly 
before their marriage in 1797 — at Abbotsford. It is not a 
good work of art, and I know not who executed it. The hair 
is slightly powdered. 

3. The first oil painting, done for Lady Scott in 1805, by 
Saxon, was, in consequence of I'epeated applications for the 
purpose of being engraved, transferred by her to Messrs. Long- 
man & Co., and is now in their house in Paternoster Eow. 
This is a very fine picture, representing, I have no doubt, most 
faithfully, the author of the Lay of the Last Minstrel. Length, 
three-quarters — dress black — hair nut-brown — the favourite 
bull-terrier Camp leaning his head on the knee of his master. 

4. The first picture by Eaeburn was done in 1808 for Con- 
stable, and passed, at the sale of his effects, into the hands of 
the Duke of Buccleuch. Scott is represented at full length, 
sitting by a ruined wall, with Camp at his feet — Hermitage 
Castle and the mountains of Liddesdale in the background. 
This noble portrait has been repeatedly engraved. Dress black 
— Hessian boots. — 5. The second full-length by Eaeburn 
(done a year later) is nearly a repetition ; but the painter had 
some new sittings. Two greyhounds (Douglas and Percy) 
appear in addition to Camp, and the background gives the val - 
ley of the Yarrow, marking the period of Ashestiel and Mar- 
mioii. This piece is at Abbotsford. 

6. A head in oil by Thomas Phillips, E.A., done in 1818 
for Mr. Murray, and now in Albermarle Street. The costume 
was, I think, unfortunately selected — a tartan plaid and open 
collar. This gives a theatrical air tb what would otherwise 
have been a very graceful representation of Scott in the 47th 



year of Ms age. Mr. Phillips (for whom Scott had a warm 
regard, and who often visited him at Abbotsford) has caught a 
true expression not hit upon by any of his brethren — a smile 
of gentle enthusiasm. The head has a vivid resemblance to 
Sir Walter’s eldest daughter, and also to his grandson John 
Hugh Lockhart. A duplicate was added by the late Earl 
Whitworth to the collection at Knowle. 

7. A head sketched in oil by Geddes — being one of his 
studies for a picture of the finding of the Scottish Eegalia in 
1818 — is in the possession of Sir James Steuart of Allanbank, 
Baronet. It is nearly a profile — boldly drawn. 

8. The unrivalled portrait (three-quarters) by Sir Thomas 
Lawrence, painted for King George IV. in 1820, and now in 
the Corridor at Windsor Castle. The engraving by Robinson 
is masterly. 

9. A head by Sir Henry Raeburn — the last work of his 
hand — was done in 1822 for Lord Montagu, and is at Litton 
Park : a massive strong likeness, heavy at first sight, but which 
grows into favour upon better acquaintance — the eyes very 
deep and fine. This picture has been well engraved in mezzo- 
tinto. 

10. A small three-quarters, in oil, done at Chiefswood, in 
August 1824, by Gilbert Stewart Kewton, R.A., and presented 
by him to Mrs. Lockhart. This pleasing picture gives Sir 
Walter in his usual country dress — a green jacket and black 
neckcloth, with a leathern belt for carrying the forester’s axe 
round the shoulders. It is the best domestic portrait ever 
done. A duplicate, in Mr. Murray’s possession, was engraved 
for Finden’s Illustrations of Byron.” 

11. A half-length, painted by C. R. Leslie, R.A., in 1824, 
for Mr. Ticknor of Boston, Kew England, is now in that gentle- 
man’s possession. I never saw this picture in its finished state, 
but the beginning promised well, and I am assured it is worthy 
of the artist’s high reputation. It has not been engraved — in 
this country I mean — but a reduced copy of it furnished an 
indifferent print for one of the Annuals. 

12. A small head was painted in 1826 by Mr. Knight, a 
young artist, patronised by Terry. This juvenile production, 
ill-drawn and feeble in. expression, was engraved for Mr. 
Lodge’s great work! 

13. A half-length by Mr. Colvin Smith of Edinburgh, done 
in January 1828, for the artist’s uncle. Lord Gillies. I never 
admired this picture; but it pleased many, perhaps better 
judges. Mr. Smith executed no less than fifteen copies for 



friends of Sir Walter ; — among others, the Bishop of Xflandafi 
(Copleston), the Chief-Commissioner Adam, and John Hope, 
n.o-w Lord Jnstice-Clerk of Scotland. 

14. A half-length done by Mr. G-raham Gilbert in 18:29, foi 
the Eoyal Society of Edinburgh. 

15. An excellent half-length portrait, by John Watson Gor- 

don, B.A., done in March 1830, for Mr. Cadell. Scott is repre- 
sented sitting^ with both hands resting on his staff the 

stag-hound Bran on his left. 

16. A cabinet picture done at Abbotsford in 1831 by IFrancis 
Grant, E.A., — who had the adrantage of a familiar knowledge 
of the subject, being an attached friend of the family. This 
interesting piece, which has armour and stag-hounds, wa.s done 
for Lady Huthren. 

17. I am sorry to say that I cannot express much approbar- 
tion of the representation of Sir Walter introduced by Sir? David 
Wilkie in his Abbotsford Eamily ; nor indeed are any of the 
likenesses in this graceful composition (1817) at all satisfactory 
to me, except only that of Sir Adam Eergusson, which is perfect- 
This is in Sir A.’s possession. — 18, 19, 20. Nor can I speak 
more favourably either of the head of Scott in Wilkie’s Arri- 
val of George TV. at Holyrood” (1822), or of that in Sir 'William 
Allan’s picture of the ^^Ettrick Shepherd’s Househeating’^ (1819). 
Allan has succeeded better in his picture of “The Aiitlior of 
Waverley in his Study;” this was done shortly before Six 
Walter’s death. 

21. Mr. Edwin Landseer, E.A., has painted a full-lengtli 
portrait, with the scenery of the Rhymer’s Glen; and his famil- 
iarity with Scott renders this almost as valuable as if lie had 
sat for it. This beautiful picture is in the gallery of Mr. "Wells 
at Eedleaf, Kent. 

I have given better evidence than my own as to the imimitar 
ble Bust done by Sir Francis Chantrey in 1820, and now in the 
library at Abbotsford. Previous to Sir Walter’s deatli, tlie 
niche which this now occupies held a cast of the moniimenta,] 
efdgy of Shakspeare, presented to him by George Bulloek, with 
an elegant stand, having the letters W. S. in large relievo on 
its front. Anxiety to place the precious marble in tine safest 
station induced the poet’s son to make the existing a^rrange- 
ment on the day after his father’s funeral. The propriety ot 
the position is obvious ; but in case of misrepresentatioxi here- 
after, it is proper to mention that it was not chosert loj Sii 
Walter for an image of himself. As already stated, Cliantrej 
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Ab«n‘i‘orn, MarrhionoHH of, 152, IIH. 
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374, MTA. 
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Allan, Thomas, Esq,, 550- 
,\ltriv(* Farm, 172. 

Alvanloy, Lady, 215. Letter to, 407. 
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5LS. tra^^«aly, M27. 

— ax(4, 422. 

Anc.(»a(ry of Soott, 2, (>00. 

Annic ou’ Gicibrstein,” 2 vol8.,429. 
l*ubli(*ati(m of, in May, 1820, 542. 
Annual Fc'Htiviila, 502. 

“ Antiqu.vhy, 'riuo,” 2 vola., 207. 

Fnbluavtion t)f, 271, ptminit 274. 
Antiquity, ScotFa love of, Oil. 

“ Ap(d(»gy for Tales of Terror.” See 
T((U’8, 

AjuninineH, the, ,50fh 
Anlen, Ibm. Catherine, 50B. 
Ariabxrracy , Seottiah, Heott’s romantic 
bb'^aliaatloii of, (112. 

Arkwright, Mrs., Inn* muaical compo- 
aitlou.s, 525. 

AsheHthd, house of, 114; description 
of, 110- 

— 2t)p, 21 1 ; <hu)arture of Scott from, 
214. 

Ashh'y, Hon. William, 590. 

Atkinaon, Mr., andiitact, .W, 285. 

“ Atn'iimoHANM, OR Thk Ayrshiee 
TRAaKDY,” jmblication of, 547. 
Auldjo, Mr., Waiiles, 590. 
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BAtLi.iE, Mtss Joanna, Scott's intro- 
duction to, 142. 

i,(9ter.s to, 171, 172, 179, 201, 210, 
272, 289. 514. 
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Bourmont, HVIarsliall, 553. 

Bower, Jotui, Melrose, 289, 290. 

Boyle, Rig-33.ti Hon. David, 38. 

Bracciano, Oastle of, 595. 

Braxfield, X^ord, 357. 

Breakfast! up, Scott^s mode of, 307. 

Brewster, Sir David, 378. 

Mrs. X>r., 562. 

Br,ix>e o:e' Lammek-mook, The,’’ 

>335, 347 ; eomposed under severe ill- 
ness, 336, 342; publication of, in 
1818, 342J, 345: " 

“Bridal os' Tbiermain, The,” Er- 
skine’s gi/lleged paternity of, 217, 223 ; 
publication of, 223. 

Broughano, Henry, now Lord, 163. 

“Broughton’s Saucer,” anecdote of, 
40 n. 


Bruee, Jo3nn, Professor of Ethics, 29, 

John. See ^^John of Skye. 

-Robert, Esq., Sheriff of Argyle, 

258, 262: . 

Briihl, Count, 70. 

Bueclencti, Henry, third Duke of, 82, 
90, 172. 

Charles, fourth Duke of, his loan 

of L.4DOO to Scott, 230 ; letter from, 
on the Heath of the Duchess, 241; 
death of, 341. 

221, ii29, 230, 231, 267, 282, 295. 

Harriet, Duchess of, her death, 

241. 

• Walter, fifth Duke of, 403, 460, 


584. 


Buchan, Oavid, Earl of, absurd con- 
duct of, daring Scott’s illness, 343; 
anecdote of, with the Duchess of 
Gordon, 844. 

Dr. James, 19. 

Buchanan, H. Macdonald, Esq., of 
Drnmmalkiln, visited by Scott, 191; 
generous conduct of, in Scott’s 
affairs, 525. 

148, 188, 500. 

Miss Macdonald, 306. 

Mr-, of Cambusmore, 60, 

Bullock, Mr. George, 631. 

“ BuON-A.r*ARTE, LlITE OF,” 9 VOls. 
projected, 440, 442; progress of, 
454; letter on the composition of, 
509; pnhlication of, in June, 1827. 
CroethLC’s remarks on, 512. 

“ Biirger’s Lenore,” translation of, by 
Taylor, 67, and by Scott, 67. 

“ Burning the Water,” for salmon. 


135, 3^9. 

Burns, Itobert, Scott’s reminiscences 
of, 31. Lines of, parodied, 568. 


20X, 436. 

Captain James Glencairn, visits 

Abbotsford, 582. 


Business habits of Scott, remarks oi 
the, 613. 

Byron, Lord, his “English Bards am 
Scotch Reviewers,” 191. “Cliild< 
Harold,’ ’ 211, 223, 281. Correspond 
encewith Scott on “ Marmion,” 212- 
214; invitation to Abbotsford, 213 
the “Giaour,” 249. Meeting witl 
Scott, 252, and exchauge of presents 
253. His last meeting with Scott 
262. Remarks on bis countenance 
298. His ‘ ‘Cain,” dedicated to Scott! 
395, 476. His Ravenna Diary, 464! 
His Poetry, 310, 592. 

420, 456, 456, 487. 

Lady, 298. 


C. 

CadelIi, Robert, partner of Con- 
stable & -Co., 146 n. Recollections 
of the success of “ The Lady of the 
Lake,” 199. His purchase of the 
copyright of “Halidon Hill,” 396. 
Scott’s estimate of him, 475, 493, 
Communicates catastrophe of the 
affairs of Scott, Constable & Co., and 
the Ballantynes, 480. Becomes in 
1826 sole publisher of Scott’s Works, 
493 ; and partner with Scott in the 
re-purchase of the Waverley copy- 
rights, 528. Unpleasant discussions 
with Scott, 555. passim, 561. Hig 
politics, 557 . Scott’ s residence with, 
in Athol Crescent, 562, 563. Visil 
to Abbotsford in 1831, 581. Arrival 
in London on Scott’s last illness, 597. 
Accompanies him to Edinburgh and 
Abbotsford , 600. Advances of monej 
in payment of Scott’s debts, 626, 627, 

Letters to, 392, 545, 572. 

Extracts from bis memoranda 

regarding Scott’s industry, and Jobr 
Ballantyne, 393 n. 

376, 475, 480, 626, 551, 570, 631 

632. 

Mrs. R., 562. 

Miss, Scott’s present to, 593. 

“ Cadyow Castle,” ballad of, 97. 

Cambridge, 360. 

Campbell, Lady Charlotte, 82, 97. 

Mr. Alexander, 37. 

Sir Colin, 587. 

Sir Islay, 156. 

Thomas, Esq., bis “ Gertrude,’ 

291. His timidity in poetry, 291. 

97, 182, 201, 288. 

Canning, Right Hon, George, meet 
Scott, Wordsworth, etc., at Storrs 
452. His death, 516 ; and cbaractej 
ib. 
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*sm, IColiof of Bullantyiu^ &. 
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otifiyrlKhta in IHIH for I*. 1 2, ()()<), .tH. 

A Suiniiiy at AliltotHfoiMl, .'Wil. ilia 
tifloM of “ 'riit^ Abbot” uu<{ ** K(»nil» 
worth,” 37A, 117(1. ViowH ropuMliiifi: 
**'rhn KovoliMtH’ Library,” llH'J. Hoc- 
oinl intrrliaHo of otmyrighta for 
IWHHI tftiinoaa, JUKI; nial of four un- 
rmtiuui worka <»r fiction, .'UH, 418. 
ladtnr to Scott (M» tht^ nul}li<’aiUai 
of ”Ni|ScL” 21*7. Ilia ambition of 
uucrnNH, ;UW, Katuto of Ualnnil, IIUK. 
'I'hlrd pnrchiiao <'o[>vrlKib(^ fo(* 
fMHKt Kulncioj. 417. <hft to Scott, 
lunl rocclot of till' *'\Vavtn'lny MHS.,” 
4IU. \ tHiit to Aidjotaford, and pro- 
jection of bin ” MiHcolluny,” 4.'18, 
441. Unmonra of tho iimtaiiility of: 
Itk firm, 4(12. Hla connoxlon willr 
the liitlliiniyiioM, 4117, panMiin, 470. 

iKlviitico to him of L.it),0(M), 
4Td. Hetmmo of roimhlbhittg tho 
Wavorinv Nt»vnl«, 477. ^ntorvi«^w' 
with Mr. lairkhart In I^ondoti, 477, 
478. Chaiwtropho of aflaim, 480. 
Htato of piirlim concnnuHl, 4HU. 
Cdhttnuo of Hoot i'll ¥lnWH roganlitif? 
him, 4lk1. dfi'L HIm (loath ami ohHr» 
tmior* bill. 

Loiisfable, iMtow to, 418, 477. 

h”. ILi 171.28(1/112, 247. IHH, 

-i jfi, 420, 

I ihp |irot4ity{anif Jonathan 
Uhlloicii, 17 272. 
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421,421 
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- — I4ijo« pii, JWll. 
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<l(»V(MiantftrB, tho, 157. 

Lrahlici, Knv. (Inorgn, 207. Scott’s 

corrt^Hpondc.nct^ with, 214. Scott’s 

g:uo,Ht during tho viaitof Lcorgo IV. 
to lOdinburgh, “lOO, 401, /ans*if//n. ,* ex- 
tract. from hia journal, 102. Poetry 
of, read to Scott, in his last; illness, 
(itl2. Death of, ()22. 

<h‘aig, Sir James (libson, Bart., 551). 

Draighall, seat of the Rattniys, (>i. 

Draigiitd.han (hust le, 87. 

(h-ampion, (huu'ral Sir llu lip, 445. 

(’-ranstoun, George, lOsq. (Lord Oore- 
lmus(‘), 42(5. 

- - Miss, 07. 

Graven, Don. Kopped, 500. 

(h-editors, Scott’s, noble exertions of 
energy on Imhalf of, (515. 

Groknr, higlU. Hon. Jolm Wilson, re- 
plioH to the ” Lettors of Mahudd,” 
480. Ul.M Tides of ihiglish History, 
110. Letter to, with “ Tales of a 
Grandfather,” il>. Speech on tho 
Uoforiu Bill, 580. 

- b)0, 254, 25.5, 027 n. 

GroH.s, lln% of Kdinlmrgh, 350. 

Gumlan’Iand, Dnke of (1740), 598. 

Ihdnce George of, 5;40. 

(huuming, Lady, 37 n. 

Gunnlngnam, Allan, Esq,, his reminis- 

eences of Scott in London in 1820, 
358, ami in 1821, 385. Patronage of 
his two HouH through 8(a)tt’a influ- 
ence), 537. Monimmut to Scott at 
I)ryhurgh,02H, 

- 53.3, 5i)8. 

Gurle, Mr., at. Yetliyro, 13. 

G.urran, dolin PJdhmt, Esq., 145 n. 

Cuvier, Baron, (522. 


I). 

” IlAin' Bays ” at Abbotsford, 372. 
lhun}f, Hcott’s chargor, anecdote of, 
2(55. 

Dalglolnh, tho bailer at AbhotBford, 
522. 

DnlhouHio, Marl of (1832), (528. 
Dalkidth, Earl of, afterwards Charles 
Duke of Bucclouch, IK), 142, 171,206. 

Harriet, of, 102, 121. 

- Ffdace, rosidtmee of King George 
IV. In, 403. 

DiiDidl, Mr. Andrew, Professor of 
Grtmk in Kdinhurgh College, 27. 


Davy, Dr. John, Malta, 588-590, 

Mrs., 589, 590. 

Lady H., 202. 

Sir Humphry, ascends Helvellyn 

with Scott and Wordsworth, 139. 
Visits Abbotsford, 3(54, passim. 

Dawson, Captain, 689. 

Dead, remembrance of the, 497. 

Debating Societies, 39. 

Debts of Scott, his delusion resrardins:, 
592, 593. 

Defoe, Daniel, 169 n. 

D’Haussez, Baron, his account of 
Abbotsford, 553. 

“Demonology and Witchcraft, 
Letters on,’’ publication of, in 
1830, 548. 

“Den” of Scott in Castle Street de- 
scribed, 208, 209. 

Devonshire, Duke of, his Irish do- 
main, 449. 

Dial-stone, inscription, 578 n. 

“Dialogues on Superstition,” pro- 
posed publication of, 418. 

Diary of Scott, hint of, from Lord 
Byron’s, 464. ^tracts from, on his 
commercialmisfortunes,472, passim, 
and domestic afflictions, 488, passim, 
499. Miscellaneous, 600. 

Diaries, Scott’s remarks on, 613. 

Dibdin, Rev. Dr., letter from, 414. 
Letter to, ih. 

Dickson, Rev. Dr. David, 607. 

Dining, Scott’s mode of, 307, 308. 
His Sunday dinners, 309, 370. 

Distance, effects of, 493. 

Domestic servants, Scott’s treatment 
of, 354. 

“Don Roderick, The Vision of,” 
published in July, 1811, 205. 

Don, Sir Alexander, of Newton, 307, 
322. 

“Doom of Devorgoil, The,” pub- 
lished in 1830, 284. 

“Douce Davie,” 614. 

Dou^as, Archibald Lord, 87. 

David, Lord Reston, 20. I 

old church of, 676. Vaults of, 

676. Village of, ib. 

the Lords of, ib. 

“ the good Lord James,” 676. 

Castle, 676. 

Rev. Dr. Galashiels, 209, 259. 

Mrs., hotel, 600. 

Sir John, of Kelhead, 40 n. 

Donne Castle, 60. 

Downshire, the Marquis of, 76. 

Drochel Castle, 674. 

Drogheda, town of, 444. 

Drumlanriff Castle, 229. 

Drummond, Henry Home, Esq., 297. 


Dryburgh Abbey, i 
607. 

Monument of S 

“Dryden’s, John, L 
projected edition 
131 ; publication o 

John, 201. Irif 

epipam, 449. 
Dublin visited by Sc 
Dudley, Earl of, ane 
Duff, Adam, Es^., 
Dumergue, M. Cf., 1C 
Duncan, Hon. Henrj 

Rev. Dr., Merto 

Colonel Willian 

Dundas, Right Hon. ! 
91. 

Robert, Esq., ol 

Sir Robert, of I 

148. Generous cor 
affairs, 525. 

Right Hon. Wil 

Dundee, Viscount 
278 n., 280, 300. 
Dunottar Castle, 62. 
Durham, Bishop o; 
entertains the Du 
and Scott in the C 
621. 


E. 

Edgeworth, Miss, 
visits Abbotsford, 
Scott at Edgewort; 

Miss Harriet, 44 

Richard Lovell, 

Edgeworthstown, 44J 
Edinburgh visited b] 
in 1822, 398, 410. 

“ Annual Registi 

the, by Ballantyr 
287, 298. 

Edinburgh Celtic So( 

Cross of, 350. 

Review, the, Sco 

to, 108, 131, 162, 18 

Royal Society, 3 

Theatre, riot in 

the Play of Rob B 
by King George IV 
Eger ton, Lord Franc 
Edmonstoune, John 
Newton, 38, 60. 
Education of childi 
heart, 447. 

Eildon Hills, 600. 
Eldon, Lord, 395. 
Elibank, Lord, anecc 
Elland Water, 426. 
EUenborough, Lord, 


Klh'Hmcsre, JHlkirl of, 0*27. 

Capt, R. N., 571. 

’ - (JornoliuB, of Wollco, 12 n. 

~ Dr. OUniKhtMul, 52, 55. 

~ «)f Bort.hwick-brao, 57H. 

” W., at Milbiiriihohn, an allogod 
original of Dandle Dimnont, 52. 

RIUh, Dnorge, Rmp, DoUo,rB to, 114, 
115, 120, 121, 181, 185; Lottor to, on 
Mannion, 157. 

IM>, p(mhn, 172, 1<K), 192, 199, ‘257. 
** Kncy<*l. Britannica,” HcoU’b coiitri- 
butlonn to, 419, 505. 

Energy, Seoti'H noblo oxortionH of, 
015. 

Ernkino, William, Lord Klnnodder, 
bin allegiid paternity of the “ Bridal 
of 'rriernuun,” 21H, 2*24. Quarterly 
Review of “Old Mortality,” 278, 
*iTH n, Vinii to AbbotHford, 28(5. 
Hkott'h of, 287. BromoUid to the 
Beneh,289. IllneHH and death, 408. 

57, 58, HI. 1*21, 128, ‘227, 240, ‘2*11. 

Enk Elver, lineH on the Hennery of, 80. 

“ Ehhav on (’mvALity,” by Bcott, 
418,505. 

THie Duama,” 418, 

- HoMAN(’ii3,’’ lb, 

‘ TilK Blantino of Wahtw 
LaNUH,” 515, 

— Lanohoavhs (Iahdisnincj,” 420, 

527. 

“ Kvk of Ht, John,” the ballad of, 80. 
KtU biunwla, 5H5. 001. 

Kxfdn'tpier Bench, BeoU*H view towards 
tins 28*2. 


E. 


*' Euu Maio or BifiHTir, Tit k,’’ 5*27. 
pnblieatbm of, in April, 18‘28, 5:14. 

Eandly Bible of Heott, extracts from, 
Hi*e Hihle, 

“ Eamlly U'geml, The,” Miss BaiUle’s 
play «>f, IBS. 

** EauHi,” poem of, by (loethe, 225. 

Eei«, record of, 112. 

Eernaltt beauty, 528. 

EertfUMtm, Dr. Adam, 45, 75, 118, 288. 

— Hlr Adam, letU^rs to 8c.oit from 
Lblmn, ‘iOO, 207. Becomes resident 
at Huntley Burn, 288. At Abbots- 
ford. 2*21. At Lisbon, 241. Utter 
to, ib. Visits Blalr-Adam with Hcott, 
27k Ills marriap, 279. Hoceivos 
the honour of knighthood, 409. 

..■~28, 01, 76, a*}3, t«l9. ptmim, 4*10, 


.Ii.hn, 78, m, it28, TOl. 
— - MIkmbh, Huntley Burn, 382. SketoU 


c.f, :«0, 884. 


Fcrrier, Miss, invited to Abbotsford 
during Scott’s illness, 569. 

Festivals, annual, 502. 

“ Fikli) of Waterloo, The,” apoem, 
publication of, 260. 

Fielding, 682. 

Fife, Earl of, 507. 

woman, misfortunes of a, 450. 

King, The,” ballad of, 87. 

First love, 222. 

Fish-women, 509. 

Flodden Field, 219. 

Florence, M., the Duke of Buccleuch’s 
cook, 323. 

Foley, Admiral Sir Thomas, 587. 

Forbes, Sir William, of Pitsligo, Bart., 
49. Qeuerous conduct of, in Scott’s 

: alTairs, 481, 525. Death of, 639. 

George, Esq., 5,58. 

Eorobodings, melancholy, of Scott on 
impending ruin, 472, passim. 

“ Foreign Quarterly Review,” Scott’s 
contributions to, 605, 530. 

b’ortitude of Scott, remarks on the, 
616. 

Fortune, Mr., his mechanism, 663. 

“ Fortunes of Nigel, The,” 3 vols., 
392; publication of, in 1822, 396. 

Fox, Right Hon. C. J., 126, 141, 143, 
145 n., 602. 

France and Britain contrasted, 666. 

Frankfort visited by Scott, 696. 

Fraser, Mr. Luke, High School, Edin- 
burgh, 18. 

Frooling, Sir Thomas, 327. 

French invasion, alarm of, 140. 

— — Rev. James, 19. 

suulT-box, 265. 

Frenchman, “ a funny,” 413. 

Frere, Right Hon. John Hookham, 
689. 

“ Friday Olvb,’^ the, 193. 

Friendship of Scott, remarks on the, 
618. 

Fuller, Jack, :i59. 

Funerals, Scott’s dislike of, 493. 

Futurity, speculations on, 406, 497. 


G. 

Gas light at Abbotsforo, 417. 
Gattonside, 379. 

Geddes, Mr, A., his portrait of Scott, 

Gell, Sir William, Ms memoranda of 
Scott at Naples, 591 ; at Rome, 694. 
Genius, distinction of, in youth and in 
a^'j, 642 ; of Bcott, estimate of the, 

George HI., King, 200. 



George IV. Introduction of Lord 
Byron to, 212. His opinion of Scott s 
poetry, ib. ; entertains Scott at Carl- 
ton House, 254; confers a baronetcy 
on Scott , 333. proclamation at Edin- 
burgh of his accession, 360. Corona- 
tion of , 381. Visit to Edinburgh, 1822, 

398, 409. Gift to Scott of Mont- 
faucon’s Antiquities,” 434. Com- 
mands Scott to Windsor, 600. Scott s 
estimate of, 601. Death of, 649. 

“ Gbuma-N Ballads,” translated and 
published by Scott, 67, 70, 82. 

Gibson JohufEsq., S 481 482, 524. 
Gifford, Lord and Lady, 455, 584. 

Wmiam, Esq., 186, 395. 

Gilbert, Mr. Graham, his portrait of 

GilBes!’Mr! E. P., 100, 606, 630. 

Gilaland, Visit of Scott to, 139. 

Glammis Castle Yisited, 62. 

Glasgow bailie, anecdote of a, 443. 

Statue of Scott in, 028. 

“ Glbnfinlas,” ballad of, 86, 97. 
Glengarry, M‘Doimell of, 403. 

GodscrSt’s^* Ilistory of the House of 

G^thf! Ms tragedy of ‘ ‘ gl" 

lated and published l)y Scott, 8^. 
His poem of “ Faust,” 326. View of 
ScotVs “Life of Buonaparte,’ 512. 
Death of, 622. 

297,693,696. ^ 

» Gobtz yoN Beblichingbn,” trans- 
lated and published by Scott, 82. 
Goldsmith, Oliyer, 446, 46b. 

Goodfellow, William, a tailor, 433. 

Death of, 433. , . 

Gordon, Mr. George Huntly, account 
of him as amanuensis to bcott, ooo , 
publishes “ Two Sermons, the gift 
of Scott, for L.260, 632, 633. 

Duke of, 531. 

Duchess of, 344. . 

John Watson, Esq., his portrait 

of Scott, 681. . „ . 

Major Pryse, Scott’s cicerone at 

Waterloo, 630. , j 4 . 

^Gourgaud, General, conduct re- 
garding Buonaparte, 519. Antrci 
pated challenge from, 519, 620, and 
results, 520. ^ . wok 

Gower, Lord and Lady E:^ncis, 
Graham of Claverhouse. See Viscount 
Dundee. ^ 

Sir James, 579, 587. 

Island, Letter from Scott on, 588. 

Lord William, 672. ^ 

Grant, Francis, B.A., his portrait of 
Scott, 631. 


Grant, Mrs., of Laggan, IBO. - 

Greenshields, Mr. John, his statue of 
Sir Walter, 640, 577, 632. 

Grey Brother,” the ballad of, 8b. 

Mare’s Tail, 137. 

Grierson, Mr. Thomas, 32 u. 

Grieve, Mr. John, 269. 

Si"'pri^e"M®®l:eden, visits 
^ Scott in Castle Street, 350; and at 

Ahbotsford, ib. o-rnia 94-7 * pub- 
“ Guy Mannbring,” Syols., 247 , puo 
Hcation of, 247, 251; dramatised by 
Terry, 271. 


H. 


Hadbow, Mr. Douglas, 575. 

“HiSioN Hill,” a drama, publics. 

’ S^ccestMl'aTOlicati^^^^ 
the Admiralty on hehalf of S > 

579; at PortsmpMh -with Scott, 687. 

Sir James, of Dunglass, 377. 

SiMm, Esq., 164; visits Ab- 

Hamiltoii,’Lord Archibald, 169. 

- — Lady Anne, 97. 

— - Duke of , 97. 

Hawick, town of, 672. 

weavers, 570, 571. 

Hay, Mr. D.E., painter «3 ggg 

^&t®of loo5 Death of , mn. 

Ha~, Mrs., Blackheath, 144, IM.,, 


Heart .of 


-&yofferst; Scott, 

Hehir Reginald, Bishop of Calcutta, 

-l^Elchard, Esq., 91, 104 ; meets Scott 
in London, 358. 

Helvellyn, ascent of, 139. 

Hermitage Castle, 51, 98, 

Hertford, Marquis ^ i^^ ^ 322 , 

Highland clans, muster of, 


highlands of Scotland, Scott’s excur- 
^ ^ siou to, 34 n., (JO. 

Highland Widow, Thb,” tale of, 

^ ^ published in November, 1827, 523. 
History of Scotland ” for Lard- 
ner’s CyelopaBdia, publication of 
vol. i., in 1829, and vol. ii., in 1830, 
_ 548. 

-•^ogg, James, the Ettrick Shepherd, at 
dinner with Scott, 112. Sketch of, 
171. Song on the banner of Buc- 
cleuch, 268. Anecdote of, at Bow- 1 
hill, 2G8. Quarrel with Scott, ih,, \ 
and letter to, 269. His marriage, j 
381 ; invited to witness the corona- j 
tion of King George IV., and de- 
clines, ib.f 383 ; president of the St. 
Honan’s games, 430. Accommoda- 
tion of money by Scott, 593 ; visits 
London, ib. 

— 95, 115 n,y 117, 133, 211, 370. Death 
of, 622. 

— —— Mr. Robert, letter from, on Scott’s 
composition of “ The Life of Buona- 
parte,” 510. 

^iogarth, George, Esq., W.S., 310. 
JJogmanay at Abbotsford, 372. 
Hiolland, Dr. Henry, 685, 697. 

— Lord, 193, 194. 

Bfolyrood Palace, King George IV. in, 
.^399, 404. 

-tiome, George, Esq., of Wedderburn, 
resigns his clerksldp of Session in 
favour of Scott, 141. 

— ~ — John, author of “Douglas,” 15, 45, 
60. Reviewal of his life and works, 
505. 

— Lord, 267. 

liomer, busts of, 298. 
dEiope, James Robert, Esq., married to 
Miss Lockhart, 625. 

— - — James, Esq., 20. 

Sir John, of Pinkie, 507. 

lELorner, Francis, Esq., 163. 
Horsemanship, 179. 

JEIorton, Right Hon. Sir Robert Wilmot, 
500. 

‘ ‘ House of Asfen, The,” translated 
hy Scott in 1799, and published in 
1^29, 84, 533. 

IHowgate Inn, 35. 

3E3Cowley, Dr., Archbishop of Canter- 
hnry, 190. 

lEiiiman life, a dream, 504. 

frail tenure of, 604. 

KCume, David, the historian, “ Poetical 
Works ” of, 263. 

—— — David, Esq., Professor of Scots 
Law, afterwards Baron of Ex- 
chequer, 41, 66,148, 238. 

Joseph, Esq., advocate, 306. 

2 T 


Hunter, Alex. Gibson, Esq,, of Black- 
ness, 180, 186, 226. 

Huntley Burn becomes the residence 
of the Fergussons, 288. 

352, 490, 554. 

Hurst, Robinson & Co., London, 462, 
470, 472, 478, 479. 

Huxley, Lieut.-Col., 9 n. 

Hymns, Roman Catholic, 604. 


I. 

Ideas, Young, 447. 

niustrions men, the children of, 625. 

Imagination, the, of Scott, 610. 

victims of, 504. 

Imitations of Scott, literary, 620, 621. 

Influence and zeal of Scott in society, 
416. 

Inglis, Sir Robert, 584. 

Innerleithen, 429- 

Invasion, French, alarm of, 140. 

Ireland, visited hy Scott, 444, passim ; 
aspect of the south of, 448, 449. 

Irish whisky, “ Kings and Queens,” 
461. 

widow, a card from one, 450. 

Irongray Churchyard, monument to 
Helen Walker, 686. 

Irving, Alex., Lord Newton, 41. 

John, Esq., 30, 35. 

Washington, Esq., visits Abbots- 
ford, 265, 288. Extracts from his 
journal, 289. 

“ IvANHOB,” 3 vols., 336, 346. Publi- 
cation of, in December, 1819, 347 . 


J. 

Jacobitism of Scott, 611. 

James, G. P. R., Esq., 580. 

James VI., King, 308. 

Jamieson, Captain John, of the “James 
Watt,” 600. 

Mr. Robert, his collection of pop- 
ular ballads, 133. 

Jedburgh, town of, 572 ; assizes at, 63. 
Speech of Scott against reform at, 
564, 565 J and at the Roxburghshire 
election, 570. Scott insulted at, 565, 
570, 604. 

“Jeddari/ee,” 63. 

Jeffrey, Francis, now Lord, his first 
acquaintance with Scott, 39 w., 108. 
His reviewal of the “ Lay of the Last 
Minstrel,” 124; “Marmion,” 159, 
161. Sketch of him, 162, 163. Re- 
viewal of “ Scott’s Life of Swift,” 
236 ; and of “ Waverley,” 244. 
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t>f Ihn I, *18. 

St. Mury’.s, 188. 

Skt'ua, \',H. 

' \'(‘niiiu'hiir, (>(), 

Iidflilovt'ii t !jist 87*1. 

Lorkhart, .lohu (iilwon, Kh(i., his llrHl. 
iiuM-tiiJK with in 1818, 297. 

Kirnl Vksit lo AhhotHford, 181.8, 820. 

(iurinjj: SfoU’H illnoHH, 88(5. 
Suntlay at Abbot wford, 850. Mar- 
ria^r.n with Mks.s Scott, 859. Auiuuin 
at AbbotHford, 800. Vi,sit to Walton 
Hull, 8Tt>. itt'si<loncc at CJhicsfswood 
(!ottaf^c, 885. Kxc.ur.sion witli Scott 
to <8yd(‘sdalc, *120 ; and to Ireland, 
418. t kniununicatunm with Scott 
im the <Mnnmcr<daJ alarniH of 182.5, 
402. Hemoval to lion<l<»n, 478. In- 
tcrvbnv with ('ouHtaJdo there, 477. 
U<tMid«ai«'«s at l*ortob<41o, and visitH 
of Scott, .511. Scoti*H rcHidtnuM^ with, 
in lannion, 1828,585. K(nuonHtran(‘o 
with Scott in iIIncHH,r».58. ViHiU Ab- 
iMOnford during: Scott ’h illnoHH, 1881, 
r»<5H. MxtMirHlon witii Scott to i)ouj»;- 
laH<lubs .578. AccoinpanlcH him on 
hiH jlcparturo fnnn AhbotHfoial, 1881, 
5H8; and In la.st HIuchh, from London 
to Al»ho(Hford, 000, paasun. 

-- 572, IKHl, (RK5, 

* Mth., her marrhiKC, .'159. Autumn 
at AhbtOHford, .‘klO, RcHidema) at 
LhicfiswtMul ( .'185 ; at Porto- 
hcdlo, 514. Ih'titrri to (jhi<<fHWood, 
508; to AhlmlHford dnrinj 4 * St*ott’8 
llhu%MK, 1818, 508. AccompanicH him 
to Port Mmouth, 587. AtlondHonhim 
In hl.H laHt illnoHH, 000, 008, patfuinL 
Her d{*ath, 028. 

. »« 424, 489, 5;i7, 502, 501, 597, OIK). 

.hdni Hugh (the Hiigli Idttlejohn 
of the “TalcH of a (1 rand father,*’) 
filO, 514, Illmw8 of, 488, 489; ami 
death. 598, 028. 

Waltt»r Scott, gramlHon of Seott, 

497. 

MI«m Pharlotte Harriot dams 
graml-daughtcr of Scott, now Mrrt. 
Hone, 025. 

klm Violet, 548. 

Wilharn, Kmo., of MiIt<m-J.*ock- 
hart, Scott’H yiaft to, 577. 

— Willlanj HlHott, Ksq., of Borth- 
wifikhriie. StW. 


“ TiOun OF the Thles, The,” 228, 282, 
240, 240, 247, pamm. Publication 
of, 242. 

Ia)thian, Maniuis of, 598. 

Love, a lirat, often repulsed, 09. 
Liishingtoii, Hon. S. R. .581. 

JjyHons, Professor, 414. 


M. 

M‘(htiE, Rev. Dr., his defence of the 
(Covenanters, 278. 

M‘(Julloch, Miss Klizaheth, afterwards 
Mrs. Thomas Scott , 9 7i. 

M‘l)ianpid, Mr. and Mrs,, Dumfries, 
582. 

Ma(*(lomild, Andrew, author of “Vi- 
nionda,” .58. 

Mr. Jjawronce, his bust of Seott, 

0 .' 12 . 

— Marshal , 500. 

Mac.doiigal, Sir ({('orgo, 12. 

— Sir Ihmry Hay, of Makerstone, 
12, 822. 

— iHolxd, 12 a. 

— - Ronald, ICsu., of Staffa, 202. 

“ MAtmuFK’s Cross,” a dramatic 
Hk(d.ch, :i75, 420. 

Maefait, Dr., 29. 

Mac.kay, Mr. Hilaries, his admirable 
Ix^rsonUication of IhiUle Janrin, ,‘i;i5, 
509. 

Rev. Dr., visits Abbotsford, .509. 

Mackenzie, (’olin, Lsi]., of Portmore, 
349; gmim'ouB conduct in Scott’s 
alTairs, 525. 

— Ihmry, Ksq., 80, 804, p<(sslm. 

Mackintoslv, Sir JaincH, 108; meeting 

with Siud.t, .580; <lea,th of, ()22. 

M‘Na.l>, the Laird of, ,5()li. 

M*Nanght, minister of Hirthon, case 
of, 58. 

M‘NeilL Sirdohn, 02.8, 024. 

Macc.leslield, 501. 

Magee, Dr., Archbishop of Dublin, 
444. 

MaUia in Siuitt’s den, 299. 

Maitland Club, 415. 

Malachi Malagrowther. See Letters 

of. 

Malahi<ie Castle, 444. 

Malcolm, Sir dohn, prciSimts Scott to 
the i)uke of Widlington, 200,020. 

Malta. S{‘ott’s arrival at. 589. 
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---\V.f of tho llii^ii School, Ediii- 
bm-Kdi, ‘22. 

NIcIioIhoii, Mihm d;in(^, 7(>. 

■ Hr. J h‘iuii of ICxidcr, ih, 

Willijim, Bishop of ICxoti^r, 77. 

NiiM.lHofj, John, AhhutHforci, 554, r>()3, 

5U7. 

Nimc^.pi(ni, S<*ott ’H I’aBiI attack at.,5‘)7. 

** tNoiu.K M<umn<H':r, Tiim,” hallad 
of, coiupoHiul undio* scvoro illu(‘ss, 
IVM, 

Noilhaniptoii, MandiicnK^SH of, at Ah- 
hot.sford with Mas. (hmtts, ‘158. 

Northern LighihouHt'H, ComndHsionorH 
iif, 24(1. 

O. 

On, (Jam Company, tho, Scott piusi- 
dout of, 417. 

0*K(dly, an Irish rhymer, 449. 

•*Oi,i» MoH'rAi.iTY,*’ publication of, 
279. Roviowal of, 278, 278 n, Opin- 
hms of, 279. SuK^(3StionH of Mr. 
Train n%'ird!i 4 (, 289. 

** OintH !V1 AUNiiivi,” 581, pusslm, 

Oriin^o, tile Brlnco of (1815), 2151. 

(h’kncy and Hhotiaad, Scott’s voysigo 
to, 240. 

Clrlimns, Duko of (1815), 2151. 

Ormlston, ** Auld Bandio," 11 n. 

»— Captain, 570. 

Owtan, 25, 

Oiltirtl, IKK). 

P. 

i*AiMTfNa, BcotCs incapacity for, .'iO. 

Paris, sutuscHM (»f ** Quentin i lurward ” 
In, 4iH. 

Park, Mungo, ant^cdotes of, 117, 118. 

~ Mr, Arcliliiald, 118. 

Parllainontary Hefortn Bill, the, 559. 
Scott's opposition to, 590, 5(54, Riots 
in l 4 mdon, 584. Duth^s of Hhoriffs, 
fKW. 

Paterson, Pester, the living Old Moi^ 

iailii/r 9‘iS. 

Ltm'KRHTO niH KiNBVor.K,*’ 

2.19, Publication tif, 279. 

Pmil, Right lion. Sir iiohort, acNunn- 
panles King Ihiorge IV, to Kdin- 
fmrgh, 4(11. His letters to Scott, 


09. His ‘‘Roliquos of Ancient Po- 
etry,” 29, 10(5. 

Pcr(‘,y Anecdotes, iniastatoment in, 
20 n. 

“ PlCVERin OF THE I^KAK,” 4 Vols., 
1597. Publication of, in 1823, 411, 

‘‘Pi^vcril,” une(-,doto of, '^.Peter c’ the 
pauichP 412. 

Pluliphaugh, battle-field of, visited, 
:5:5H, 404. 

Pliillips, TboinaB, R.A., his portrait of 
Scott, (529. 

Philjiott.s, Dr., Bishop of Exeter, 455, 
92(5, Letter from, 521. 

“Plueho Dawson,” C-rahbe’s poem of, 
(502. 

“ Picaroon,” 22‘.). 

Pig at Aldxdsford, .'5(55. 

Pigot, Sir llugli, luimmandor of the 
Barluun friga.t>c, 58()--r)88. 

Pindar, l‘eter, lines of, 197. 

“ PiRA'i'K, Tue,” 3 vols., 240, 889, 387, 
.392. Publication of, in 1821, 391. 

Pilcairn’s, Rolxn’t, Esq., “Ancient 
Criminal Trials,” 415, 547. 

Pitt, Right Hon. William, 125, 1 10, 232. 

PlatolT, the Iletnuin, meeting of Scott 
with, 2(50 n. 

Plummer, Andrew, of Middlestead, 90. 

“4*oA(nnDR, Thia,” an imitation of 
(Jrabbo, 207. 

Ikiet-Laureate, oilieo of, offered to 
Scott, and declined, 231. 

Poetry, S(*ott’H estimate of his own, 

200 , ‘ 201 . 

Poets, contrast of, with Scott, 407. 

Poole, Mr. rf. F., his offer of money to 
Scott, 481. 

Policr, Baron, 350. 

INiUtic.al c.r(3ed of Scott, remarks on 
the, 918. 

Pompeii, Se.ott’s visit to, 591. 

13)()r, treatment of tlie, 435, 436. 

Poi»o, 2:55, 2.59, 447, 459. 

Popish Plot, the, 411. 

Por(.smou(.h, S<‘.ott’H residence at, 687. 

Pragmatic Sanction, the, 17 n. 

Preston pans, Scot t’s r<’!Bi<lence at, in 
1779, 1(5. Revisited, (H. 

Pringlo, A., of Whytbank, 258, 262. 

— dames, Esq., of Torwoodleo, 140. 
Visit to, 332. 

Prior, lines of, 574, 575. 

“ Private [Adders ” of the 17th century, 
projected publication of, 391. 


Purdie, Thomas, promoted into the 
service of Scott, 117. Description 
of, 351, 352. Anecdotes of, 29(5, 322, 
325, 352, 353, 354, 354 ?i., 432, 435, 
49C. His death and epitaph, 545, 546. 


Q. 

QUAIGHS, HIGHLA.ND, 309, 370. 
“Quarterly Review,” the, projected, 
184. Review of the Waverley Novels, 
by Mr. Senior, 395. Scott^s contri- 
butions to, 505, 527, 539. 

“ Queenhoo Hall,” published by 
Scott, 169. 

“Quentin Durward,” 3 vols., 411, 
413 ; publication of, in 1823, 417. 

R. 

Raeburns, family progenitors of the, 
526. 

Sir Henry, 409. His portrait of 

Scott, 173, 409, 629, 630. 

Ramsay, Rev. E. B., 497, 498. 

John, Esq., Ochtertyre, 61, 71, 272. 

Rank, Scott’s estimate of, 460. 
Raveusworth, Lord and Lady, 521. 

“ Rbdgauntlbt, ” 3 vols., publication 
of, in 1824, 431. 

Reform Bill, see Parliamentary. 
Regalia oe Scotland, the discovery 
of, 295. 

Religion of Scott, remarks on the, 610. 
“ Religious Discourses by a Lay- 
man,” singular account of the com- 

g ositiou, 530, and publication, 532. 

,eliquiae Trottcosieusis,” proposed 
publication of, 552. 

Residence of landlords, 373. 

Rhine, the river, 597. 

Rhymer’s Glen, 288, 421. 

Rice, Spring, Esq., 536. 

Richardson, John, Esq., London, anec- 
dote of his angling, 354 n., 598. 

Samuel, 46(5. 

Riddell House, 340. 

Riddell, eTohn, Esq., 329. 

Sir John, of Riddell, 338; family 

of, 340, 469. 

Ritchie, Mr. Alex. Musselburgh, 628. 

David, original of “The Black 

Dwarf,” 75. 

Ritson, Mr. Joseph, 96, passim, 101. 
Robertson, Peter Lord, anecdote of 
Peveril, 412, 430. 

“ Rob Roy,” the title of, suggested by 
Constable, 286. Published in De- 
cember, 1817, 293. 

- the drama of, performed in the 


^ Edinburgh theatre, 335. Witnessed 
by King George IV., 406. 

Roh Roy, Cave of, 60, 287. 

Rogers, Samuel, Esq., 103, 352. Lines 
of, 537. 

‘‘Rokeby,” 218, 220. Publication of, 

221 . 

Rokeby Park, Scott’s visit to, 191, 219. 

Rome, Scott’s residence at, 594. 

Roman Catholic hymns, 604. 

Rose, William Stewart, Esq., 103, 153, 
172, 364. 

Rosebank, seat of, bequeathed to Scott, 
116. 

Rosebery, Earl of, 628. 

Ross, Dr. Adolphus, 558, 563, 604. 

Mrs., 604. 

Priory, 148. 

Roundheads, the, 222. 

Roxburgh, John Duke of, 99. 

Club, the, 414. 

Royal Society of Edinburgh, Scott 
President of, 377, 416. 

Russell, Lieut.-Gen. Sir James, 607. 

Lord John, 598. 

Rutherford, Andrew, Esq., 606. 

Anne, married to Walter Scott, 

the father of the Poet, 7. See Mrs. 
Scott. 

Miss Christian, aunt of Sir Walter 

Scott, 45, 259. Death of, 346. 

Dr. Daniel, uncle of Sir Walter 

Scott, 7, 45. Death of, 346. 

Miss Janet, aunt of Sir Walter 

Scott, 7. 

Dr. John, grandfather of Sir 

Walter Scott, 7, 347. 

Robert, Esq., W.S., 607. 

Rutbvon, Lady, 631 . 


S. 

Sabbath-Day, Scott’s observance of 
the, 178. 

“Saddled, Sir Ralph, State Pa- 
FKHvS,” 3 vols., 4to, 168; publication 
of, 197. 

St. Albans, the Duke of, visits Ab- 
botsford with Mrs. Coutts, 457. 

St. Anthony’s Chapel, 403. 

St. Kevm’s Bed, excursion to, 445. 

“St. Ronan’s Well,” 3 vols., 420; 
publication of, in 1823, 428. 

St. Ronan’s Border Games, 430. 

Salmon Fishing, 354 7h., 364. Festival 
of, 368. '^Burning the Water P 135, 
369. 

Sandy-Knowe, Scott’s residence at, 10, 
11 n. 

Saunders and Ottley, Messrs., 633. 



Hntoij, Mr., h'm portrail of Srott, 020. 

Hroi r. Siu \Vai/i*mi{, Hart, of Abhols- 
i'urd his Aii'KHJKKiif Ai*iiY, 1~10. 
His Aiirc.stry, 1, 2. i'arcuUf^o, H, 
0 . 

n71 Horn Ifith A 1771,0. 

i\ttcc«lo(0H of his infaaoy, 10, 11. 
Si*nt in his fourth year to' Ihith, M. 
Holurns lo Saiuly luiovvi*., 10. itu.si- 
Oriu'oal PrrstonpaiiH, v7n; at doorgo 
S<|uarr, 17. Sunt to School 

of l"!<iinhur};h, IS: (o Kelso, 2.h. 1{(‘- 

unnctl lo the ('ollc)j;(i of K<liul)urf;h, 
27. Apprtniticial to his father as 
Writer to (he SitOU'l, 17Hr>,20. Meets 
Uoliert Ihirns, :it //. I'hrst. (*,\cursion 
tn the Highlaiuls, 01 a. l,iU‘rary 
Soeiet ten, .07. Marly companions, ,'IH. 
I Its law .H(U(lh‘H ami <‘all to the. Ihir, 
July, 1702, ‘10 40. Study of Lau- 
guai^eH, do, dO. 

1702 1707. t'ir.st love, 47. Uis juir- 
s«>nal unpiuiramM', IH. M.xt'ur.sions 
to Nurt humherlaml, 50; to Lhhhss- 
dah%r»l; to the I lijLi;ldands, (50. ded- 
hur^li uHsi/es, il.’l. Mhin of thi^ Vol- 
un 1 eer i ‘aval ry st nrl ed , 15 1 . Ihihlisln'S 
IhUliulH after niirKur, (57, (50. 1 Msap- 
polnted la lov(% (50. Orpin Isatioii 
of the V<daal«M>r Otivnlry, 70. 

iTlff IHOO. ‘'roar to the Knijclish Makes, 

1707, 75. Meet.s Miss (dirianiMir at 
OllMhunM ami tnarrhsl to, 78, Marly 
mnrHed llfe(1707 I708)at halinhnixh, 
70; and MaHHWSuhO’oUtips80. Meets 
with Monk Mc^wis, HI. Fahlislu^s 
‘Mhudz (»f Herliehinp'ii ” in 1700, HO. 
VIsilH Moadon, ih. I)(‘athef his hi- 
ther, HI, First puhlicatioa of origi- 
nal Ballads, ’’Htl. Orij^hi of his con- 
nexion wiili the Ballantym^ j>ress, 
HO, ApiMdnt(Ml Sin»rilT of Sedkirk- 
slilre.OO. IBs '* Biuah'r Minstrelsy,” 
01, OH, UH. ‘MSir Tristreni,” OH. 
VinltH Ltindou, 102; and Oxford, 104. 
BnldlHhes Sir Tri.slrem,” 1K5. 

IHOI (h>nt rihutdons tolhe Mdin- 

hurgh lieview, lOH, 151. Visited by 
Wonlsworlh, 100. Ihnnoval to Ash- 
estell, 11(5. i*nl>li<’ation of “The 
l#ayof tiu^ Uist Minstrel,” 121. Bart- 
nershlp with danavs Ballantyne, 12(5. 
His position In soelet y at tliis period, 
127. Mlierary projects, 120 4551. 
Visits Wor<lHworlh ami tlu^ Makes, 
BIO; OHslamM BiO. AppolnMslOlerk 
of StiHsion ami visits Momion, MM- 
MO. 

IHOO 4H00. Cominenccnnent of “ Mar- 
mlon,** 150. Appoint (Ml Secretary to 
ihti ComnnHsion on Heotidi «Iurisi>ru- 


d(au‘e, 17)5. Publication of “ Mar- 
mion,” 15.7, pitsshriy 1(53; of “Tho 
Jdf(^ and \Vork.s of Dryden,’’ 1(54; 
ami various other W()rk.s, 1(58. Visit 
of Mr. Morritt, and his aircount 
of Scott’s Domestic Life, 172, 173. 
itupture wit h Lonstablo & Co., 180, 
p<(sshn., 187. Organisation of the 
“Quarterly Kiuiew,” 1H4. Ihirtner- 
ship with dohn Ballantyne, 180,187. 

1800-1812. — Visit. to Iwond'on, 180. 'Tlie- 
atrutal Ane(‘, dotes, 104, 105. Publi- 
cation of “'riieldadyof tlu^ Lake,” 
108. Mxen rsioii to tiie ILfbrich'S, 2( )2. 
Bubli(‘atioii of “The Vision of Don 
lloderick,” 205. PuiT.hase of Ab- 
botsford, 200-215. Correspondence 
with Lord Byron, 212. Departure 
from A.shest.H‘!l, 214. 

1812-1814.-- Visit to Rokeby Park, 210. 
Publication of “ Rokoby,” 220, and 
“The Bridal of Triennain,” 223. 
CoininciMual diiricuUies, 225, 220, 
p((,H}}hn,. Re{‘.onciliation with Con- 
stable, 108, 22(5, 237). N(W pnr(.'ibas(5 
of land, 228. Offenid the Poot-Lan- 
nuiBmhip, 231 . AlTair with Henry 
Weber, 233. Pabliiuition of “ Swift’s 
lifeand Works,” 234. “Waverley,” 
237-^243. Voyage to Orkney, Shel- 
laml, and tlu^ Ibduddoa, 210. 

1815'd8I(;, — Publmatien of “The Lord 
of the IshiK,” 24(5, and of “ Cny 
Manm^ring,” 247-251. Visit to Lou- 
don, 251, Mending with Ix)rd Byron, 
27)2. Ca.rlton-]iouH(\ dinner, 254. 
Kxenrsiou to Paris, 250. Publication 
of “'I'he Fi('l<l of Watcidoo,” 2()(l; 
“ihuiPs Indd, ers,” 270; “ TIu^ Anti- 
(piary,” 271; “Harold the Daunt- 
less,” 280; and of the first “Tales 
of niy Mandlord,” 277. 

1817- 1818. As])! res to be a Baron of 
Mxcluniuer, 282. First attack of 
(*.rainp in the stomaidi, 283. Furehase 
of the lands of 'roftlield, or Huntley 
Burn, 288. Visited by Washington 
Irving, 28t). Publication of “Rob 
lioy,” 203. His “Den” in Castle 
Btreet, 208. His position in society, 
21K5, paHH’on-i 304. Publication of 
“'riio Heart of Midlothian,” 31(5. 

1818- 4810. — Sketches of Abbotsford, 

320, Sale of Copyrights to 

Const abh^ for L.12,(X)0, 334. Serious 
illncHH, 335, putHmn, 344. I’ublication 
of “The Bride of Lammermoor” 
and “Legtuid of Montrose,” 342. 
DoinoHtic aOiiidions, 34(5. Publica- 
tion of “ Ivanboc,” 3^17. Sunday at 
Abbotsford, 351. 



1820. — Revisits London, 356; Ms Por- 
trait by Lawrence, ih.; and Bust by 
Chantrey, 358, 383, 384. Baronetcy 
gazetted in March, 359. Autumn 
at Abbotsford. — Hospitalities and 
sports, 360, passim. Visited by Sir 
Humphry Davy and others, 364, pas- 
sim. Publication of “The Abbot,” 
373. The Blair-Adam Club, 376. At 
Walton Hall, and contributes to 
John Ballantyne’s “Novelist’s Li- 
brary,” 376, 377. President of the 
Royal Society, 377. Publication of 
“Kenilworth,” 378. 

1821-1823. — Visits London at the Coro- 
nation of George IV., 381. Autumn 
at Abbotsford, 386. Visit of Mr. and 
Mrs. Lockhart, ib, ; of Mr. Erskine, 
386. His “Lives of the Novelists,” 
389. “Private Letters,” 391. Second 
sale of copyrights, 393. Publication 
of “The Pirate,” 394; “The Fort- 
unes of Nigel,” and “Halidon Hill,” 
396. Multiplied editions of his 
Works, 397. Exertions during the 
visit to Edinburgh of George IV., 
398. Visit of the poet Crabbe, 400. 
First sy;mptom of apoplexy, 411. 
Publication of “ Peveril of the Peak,” 
i6., and “Quentin Durward,” 417. 
Third sale of copyrights, ib. Visit 
of Miss Edgeworth and Mr. Adol- 

§ hus, 420, 421. Excursion to Clydes- 
ale, 426. Publication of “St. Ro- 
nan’s Well,” 427. 

1824-1826. — Publication of “Red- 
gauntlet,” 431, and the second edi- 
tion of “Swift,” 432. Completion 
of Abbotsford arrangements, ib. pas- 
sim. Visit of Captain Hall, 435. 
Marriage of his eldest son, and settle- 
ment of Abbotsford, 437, 438. Visit 
of Constable, and projection of 
‘ ‘ The Miscellany,” 438. Publication 
of “ Tales of the Crusaders,” 441. 
Excursion to Ireland, 443. Visited 
by Thomas Moore at Abbotsford, 
466 ; by Mrs. Coutts and the Duke 
of St. Albans, 467. Commercial 
alarms, 461. His Diarjr commenced, 
464. Retrospect of his connexion 
with Constable and the Ballantynes, 
467. 

1825-1827. — Catastrophe of his affairs 
in the downfall of Hurst, Constable, 
and Ballantyne, 472, 481. L.10,000 
borrowed on Abbotsford too late, 
473. Extracts from his Diary on his 
commercial misfortunes, ib. passim, 
427 ; and on his domestic afflictions, 
ib,, passim, 602. Miscellaneous ex- 


tracts, ib.,passi7n. Executes a trust- 
deed, 481. State of parties in con- 
nexion, 482, 483. Publication of 
“ Malachi’s Letters,” 486. Final de- 
parture from 39 Castle Street, 486, 
487. Illness of Lady Scott, 488, pas- 
sim. Publication of “ Woodstock,” 
491. First avowal of authorship, 491 . 
Death of Lady Scott, 495. Proposal 
to him of matrimony, 499. Journey 
to London and Paris, ib. Com- 
manded by King George IV. to 
Windsor, 500. Return and removal 
to lodgings, 502. Public avowal of 
Authorship at the Theatrical Fund 
Dinner, 608. Publication of “The 
Life of Buonaparte,” 511. 

1827-1829. — Publication of “Miscel- 
laneous Prose Works,” in 6 vols. 
8vo, 515. Autumn at Abbotsford, 
514-523. Visit of Mr. Adolphus, 516. 
Controversy with General Gourgaud, 
519. Excursion to Ravensworth, 
Durham, and meeting with the Duke 
of Wellington, 521. Publication of 
the first “ Chronicles of the Canon- 
gate,” 523-526. Affair of Abud & 
Co., 524. Residence at Shandwick 
Place, and painful scene there, 527. 
Publication of the first “ Tales of a 
Grandfather,” 528. Joint re-pur- 
chase, with Mr. Cadell, of the 
Waverley copyrights forL.8500, 529. 
Christmas at Abbotsford, ?!6: Plan 
of the ‘‘Opus Magnum,’^ 529. Writes 
“Two Religious Discourses,” 532. 
Contributions to “The Keepsake,” 
633. Publication of ‘ ‘ The Fair Maid 
of Perth,’’ 534. Visits London, 535. 
Returns by Rokeby, 538; and Car- 
lisle, 638. Excursion to Clydesdale, 

640. Writes “ The History of Scot- 
land ” for Lardner’s Cyclopaedia, 

641 . P uhlicatiou of ‘ ‘ Anne of Geier- 
stein,” 542. Publication and success 
of the “ Opus Magnum,” 644. Ner- 
vous attack — cupping, ih. Death 
and epitaph of Thomas Purdie, 545, 
646. 

1830-1831. Publication of “Auchin- 
drane,” 547. Apoplectic seizure, 548, 
667. Publication of “ Letters on 
Demonology,” and fourth series of 
‘ ‘ Tales of a Grandfather, ’ ’ 548. Res- 
ignation of the Clerkship of Session, 
649. Offers of a pension, and of the 
rank of Privy Counsellor declined, 
649. A second overture of matri- 
mony, 650. Admonition to the citi- 
zens of Edinburgh on the reception 
of King Charles X. of France, 552, 



VinilHof th(i Froncli oxilo,<l nohloHHo, 
Unpl<*as.'ui< ilisc-UH.sion with 
MrHHrs, P>n,Haut;/iJo and ( '.jkUhII, 555, 
}ni{^sinif 5()t. (Uvidcind to 

<'n‘dil()rs, and tlunr ^ifl. to him of 
t.lu^ library, &c. at Ahholwford, 550. 
Ftmrlh I<('ll('ror “ Malac.hi ” writtoii 
and Huppn'.HsodjhiU). lioHidonco with 
Mr. ('a<l(dl in Atliol CroHcoiit, 552. 
IHh luHt. will (n\tuMit(Hl, 554, OppoHi- 
tloa to -Iho FarUamciivtary Kofonu 
Hill, 554. I imultt^d at Jodhuixh, 5t>5, 
570. 

IH:U 1H52. “ Apoploctic. mralyHiM, 557. 
IChH'tion NC(au'H at dodhur^h and 
tSolkirk, 570. i^aHt intorvhm' with 
Hallunt yius 575. FxcurHioii to Houji!:- 
lasdah\ 575. Ilia laat wintar at 
Ahhotaford, 570. Roacdvaa on an 
(uxinirHion to Italy -“ a (lovornmont 
frl;jtnt(' pr('{>anMl for Ida voya#j;o, /.5. 
Laat viak t.o Hniailholia, HamorBulo, 
&c.,5H0. Far(^w^dl viait to Worda- 
worth, 582. IH'ptirturo for lamdon, 
5H:1. Arrival at PortHmouth, 587. 
VoyaK«‘ ia tha Harhtuu, 587. Arrival 
at Malta., 580; NaplciH, 500; liomo, 
501 ; Void(a>, io., 50(J. Fatal attack 
on the Ehino, near NimoKuoi» — 
** the crowning blow,” 507, Arrival 
hi I .ondon —.huanyn Street, ih. Voy- 
age to Edinburgh, 500. dournoy to 
AbbotHford, 500 ; and lant days thoro, 
504‘<}05. 

IUh death, 21st Bepternher, 505 ; fu- 
neral, 507 ; eharactor, summary of, 
personal, literary, and polithail, (K)0, 
ptiHHlm ; last will, ami state of his 
aflalrs, 525. 

Monmneuts to his memory, 52(M)28. 
l*orirailH, 178, 5:15, 520~<>81. 

Busts, ii5B, 5.81 . 
atatues, 540, 528, 5.82. 

Scott, Lady, of Abbotsford, in early 
married lif©, 70, 04, lOL Anecdote 
of, and .letTray, 150. Drawing-room 
atHHuloie, 25.8. Reception of Ampri- 
ean tourists, 8.80, illness of, 488, 
pitBHlni, Death, 405; and funeral, 
407. 

Hcott.*H reminls<^en(U'is of, 588. 

— •200, 205, 215, 284, 407. 

Amie, second daughter of Sir 
Walter, 2H0, 202. Amautoto of the 
egg, 881. The “ I..ady Amie,*’ :155. 
Accompanifis lu^r father to Ireland, 
448, 448. Dutiful devotion of, 402, 
495, 405, pmuim. Latter from Car- 
lisle, 5.88. Accomi>anies her father 
to I#ondc)u, Italy, &c., 588, Death 
of, 528. 


Scott, Anno, second daughter of Sir 
Walter, 42:i, 402, 501, 545, 552. 

Anne, sister of Sir Walter, 8, 9, 

70, 85. 

Anne, niece of Sir Walter, 494. 

Charles, second son of Sir Walter, 

a(‘.c.oni panics Washington Irving to 
Medrose Abbey, 289. Sent to Lam- 
peter in Wales, :i78 ; to Oxford, 484. 
Proposed for India, ib. Visited i>y his 
father at Oxford, 501. Appointed a 
Clerk in the Foreign Cilice, 528. To 
the Britisli hhnhassy at Naples, 558. 
Ihmeives his father at NajOes, 500. 
Accompanies his father home, 507. 
At Abbotsford in his father’s last ill- 
lUiss, 5(K). Attached to the Embassy 
at Persia, (>28; and death, ib. 

— Charles, second son of Sir Walter, 
4i)7, 540, 550, 554. 

■ — - Charles, Esep, of Nesbitt, 507. 

Daniel, fourth brother of Sir Wal- 
ter, 0. Unfortunate case of, 102; 
and death, ih. Contrition of Sir 
Walter regarding him, 584. 

Mr., of Daneslield, 12. 

— - Lady Diana, 71. 

— ~ Dr., of Darnlee, .822, 387. 

Lady Frances, 87. 

-Plugli, Esq., of Harden, after- 
wards Lord Polwarth, 70, 507. 

— ~ Mrs., of Harden, aids Scott in his 
German studios, 70. Letter from, 
70,71. 

592, 505. 

Henry, Esq., now I.iOrd Polwarth, 

570. 

— - flanet, aunt of Sir Walter, 13, 28. 

— .Tolm, Major, second brother of 
Sir Walter, 8, 200, 250. Death and 
character of, 271. 

John, Esq., of Gala, 258, 252, 354 n. 

— Miss Mary, 505. 

Cajitain llohert, uncle of Sir 'Wal- 
ter, 15, 45. His bequest to Scott, 
and death, 115. 

liohort, oldest brother of Sir 

Walter, 0. 

- — Sophia, eldest daughter of Sir 
Walter, aiunuiote of, ^9. Married 
to Mr. i..ockhart, :159. See Mrs. 
XjOv.khart. 

— 292, 295, .84'k 

— 'rhomas, third brother of Sir 
Walter, 9, 86. His appointment in 
the Register House, 108. Letter to, 
204. Letter to, on Waverley,” 243. 
Death, 4JH, 

~ Mrs. Thomas, sister-in-law of Sir 
Walter, 9 n,, 85, 597. 

Thomas, at Crailiug, 12, 
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1’aiu.k, 'Falk ok Scott, aou, a(»l, *122. 
'ralhot, Sir 51)0. 

Talks ok thk ianiHAincuH,” 4 
4ar»,.un. rui)lifnli<ui of, ill 1825,441. 
“’Falks ok a < JitANLKATiiKU,” llrsl. 
HfiioH, a voIh. ; origin of t.lu4r roim- 
poMitloiL 510,511,522; publhshod in 
1 t.S2V, 52H. 

Sroond MorUw, 5 voIh., nublmhtMl in 

isi‘.s, ;,;su. 

‘Fiiinl Htn’loM, 5 publiHhod in 

UiH'ombiT, 1820, 545. 

Fourth H(*ri(‘H, 5 vols. (Kiianck), 
nublioat h»n of, in hsaii, 518. 

“Tali;s ok my Laniu.ouo,” UlsI 
HorirH, 4 v<dH., publication of, by 
MiU'ray and Itlackwooil, 274, puk- 
niin, 270, Sue “VVo' Dlark I)uutr/\" 
and "(Hd Mmitt/lff/." 

SiM’ond HcricM, 4 vols., 201. S(U) 
of M'nilothhtnf* 

'Fhird HcrioH, a.'H, 511. Snci “7V/<! 
//r55' of Ijafnmt’f'intiorf^ and “Ac~ 
fp'Nil of .l/onfnMc.” 

^ Koufih Merles, 4 Vids., pu!dii*a(lon 
of, in tH5l, 585. Hfu^ **(~oi(n( Hohrrt 
*\f /'or/fli,'* iiiul Dont/orottaf' 

a spuriouH Hf'ricH id, announml, 

“ ‘Fairs of Terror, Apology for,” ihti 
first M|tiM‘ltucu (»f (he Hallantymi 
HO. 05, 

“Tales of Wondcr,’'hy hc\viH,Hl, / xl'i- 

A’ioi, OH. 

“‘Fai.ihman, 'Fhk.*' Sen '^Talca of 

iht' CpH^^oiivrnf' 

‘Fa.vlor’s, WilHatn, triuishitlon of Iliir- 

grr'fi “ li> novt'f' (»7. 

Terry, hanlcl, <*om«siinti, Hcolt’s liiti- 
niacy wlUi, HN». Ills dnuna of (iny 
MtiaitpnnyfJll. iNKumiary h*MH t«> 
Hcolt hv, 458. V'Isited by Scott at 
the Adtdphl. 501. I Halt h of, 545. 

■ 22H. 281, 502, 505, 410. 

- Waller Hcoit, 2H^h 
Thcairc, H«n< Kduihuryh, 

Thoairical Fuud dinner, Scott ’h avowal 
of iinthornhlp at, 50H, 

“Thomas o* Twi//,hdiopo,“ 55. 
ThfUUHtm, Uev. Uiwrgo, tutor at Ab- 
hoiHford, 217. Death of, 022. 

— ^ tlcorgc, Fstp, 512, aOO. 

■■■ ■■ ■■■ Ttioiims, Rh{},, Ad voeato, JOa, 520, 

.ii-iy .an pjut hih rxtvi ouo 


Train, Mr. Jos(^i)h, pooms of, 246; nao- 
fnl to Scott in anluiuarian collecting, 
217. SuggcHtiouM to Scott regarding 
“ Old Mortality,” 280. (lift to Scott 
of Kob Roy’s jiurse, ib., and the 
Wallace chair, 451. 

' Tuliy-Veolan," 61; silver boar of, 
62, 65. 

'rnrnborry Oastle, 246. 

'i’lirnm-, 5. M. W., Ksq., R.A., visits 
Abbotsford, Heiuorside, <&c., 580. 

’ TwalnUy, the (jreatf' dHt). 

Twissl rivm-, 158, 151 , 208, 210, 201, 5(58, 
606; “drumly and dark,” 510. 

*Two DaovEiis, The,” tale of, pub- 
lished in November, 1827, 525. 


U. 

USHEU, Mr. John, Toftfiold, 369. 


V. 

Venk'e, Scott at, 506. 

VkTorla, Frineoas, now Queen, Scott 
|)re.Hente<l to, 556. 

“ ViHioNAHY, The,” publication of, 
546. 

“ Visits of three days,” 458in,. 

VoltainH 560. 

Volunteer mania in Edinburgh, 130. 
Vulgar, its true moaning, 448. 


W. 

Wai.kee, Admiral, Sir Baldwin, 588. 

— Rev. Mr., Dunottar, 62. 

Ih'.lmi, Sc.ott’s monument to, 58(5. 

“ Walladmoor,” tale of, 441. 

Walton Hall visited by Sir Walter and 
Mr. Lockhart, 57(5. 

Watch, simile of a, 5(55, 566. 

Watson, Dr. Thomas, (500. 

Watt, Robert, execution of, (55. 

“ W.WKHLEY,” 5 vols., 106. MS. Of, 
205, 252, 257. Offer of Oonstable for 
tbo Copyright, 257. Publication of, 
in 5 vols., in 1814, 257, 245. Anecdote 
of its composition, 259. 

Wavkeley Novels, MSS. of, gifted 
to Oonstabh^ by Scott, 431 ; award of 
their right of vestment, 528. 
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joint purchase of Sir Walter and 
Mr. Cadell. for L.B500, 529. 

Whale, Mr. Lancelot, Kelso, 23. 

Wharnecliffe, Lord, 627. 

Wealth and rank, remarks on Scott’s 
estimate of, 459, 460. 

Weber, Henry, melancholy case of, 
233. 

Wellesley, Marquis of, 444. 

Wellington, the Duke of, Scott j&rst 
presented to, 260. Scott’s admira- 
tion of, 264, 265 n. Style of de- 
bating, 422. Meeting with Scott at 
Durham and Ravensworth Castles, 
521. 

357, 410, 500, 556, 584. 

Wicklow, excursion into, 445. 

Wilkes, John, 200. 

Wilkie, Sir David, his portraits of 
Scott, 631. 

Williams, Rev. Archdeacon, 378, 580, 
607. 

Wilson, Professor John, visits Abbots- 
ford, 320, and Storrs, 452. 

332, 430, 628. 

Windermere, 453. 

Windsor Lodge in the Forest, Scott 
commanded to, 500. 

Wines, Scott’s taste for, 308. 

Winstanley, Mr. , auctioneer, 228. 


Wollaston, Dr., 364,pa55iw 
Woman, in Fife, misfortun 
Wood, Sir Alex., 65, 67. 
Woodhouselee, Lord, 80. 

“ Woodstock,” 3 vols., 46 
tion of in April, 1826, 491 
W ordsworth, William, Esq., 
at Lasswade, 109. Scott 
139. Visit to Storrs, 452. 
well visit to Abbotsford, 
from his “ Yarrow Revis: 

225. 

Miss, 582. 

Wright, Thos. Guthrie, Esq 
niscences of Scott, 154. 

William, Esq., of Lin 

462. 

Writings of Scott, their me 
620. Genius, 620. Imitati 
621 ; and tendency, 621, 
Wynn, Right Hon. C. W., t 


Y. 

Yarrow River, 118, 119 , 4 
York, Duke of (1822), 410. 
Young, Charles, Esq., Tra^ 

Miss, of Hawick, 547. 

ideas, 447. 



